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PREFATORY  REMARKS; 


I. 


I  SUBMIT  to  the  Public  this  attempt  towards  a 

y 

T(q)ogrephical  Account  of  Oxfordshire,  with  the, 
diflUeiice  that  may  be  supposed  likely  to  arise 
from  to  endeavour  to  delineate  a  county  rendered 
of  preonnent  interest  by  a  distinguished  Univer- 

# 

flity;  and  a  county  which  has  not  been  favoured 
with  the  labours  of  a  regular  historian.  WithoiiA 
the  appearance  of  any  undue  assumption,  I  trust  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  have  used  some 
exertions,  connected  with  industry  of  research,  to 
render  the  Work  not  unsatisfactory.  By  repeated 
journeys  of  investigation;  by  public  advertisement ; 
and  by  the  inspection  of  papers  deposited  in  Va* 
rious  libraries,  I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  all 
desirable,  original,  information  concerfiitig  the  sub^ 
jects  which  required  notice. 

In 


PREPATOUY    REMARKS. 


la  every  circuiiistaiice  of  iiivestigution  I  bave 
beea  seconded  by  the  liheiality  and  zeal  of  those 
to  whom  I  had  occasion  to  apply.  Tlie  attentiou 
with  which  I  was  honoured  by  tviauy  Members  of 
the  University  is  calculated  to  impress  fresh,  and 
indelible,  sentiments  uf  respect  on  my  mind  to- 
wards that  learned  budy.  1  have  great  pleasure 
in  observing  that  at  the  Bodleian  Library  I  found  a 
constant  wish  to  advance  the  object  of  my  pursuit. 
The  resident  clergy  of  the  county  are  entitled  to 
my  best  thanks.  Among-  tlie  gentlemen  to  whom 
I  am  under  particular  obligations,  I  take  pride  in 
mentiouing ; 


TIIEMV,  DR.  MAVOH. 

THt  REV.T.  EI.L1S. 

E.0  WAtFORP,  C 

THOMAS  HALL,  Ev)  tUrpidni  Cnart.' 

&o. 

KK'MAKIl  DAVIS,  Biq,   C«iv>  Cob 

tit.) 

PKITCIURP. 

....  JOHN  IIOLLIER,  ThHmr. 

J    JOTCB. 

....J.  BADCOCK,  WntliBgmiL 

PASH. 

1 


1  beg,  likewise,  to  take  the  freedom  of  thus 
publickly  thanking  the  Karl  of  Onuond  and  Os- 
sory  for  his  very  polite  behaviour  on  my  examina- 
tion of  JJitchUif. 

1  cannot 


I  cannot  quit  the  pleasing'  subject  o1 
iedgment,  without  remarking  that  I  deri 
ancc,  in  my  notice  of  the  University,  froi 
of  materials  collected  with  so  much  jut! 
Mr.  Chalniem,  in  his  extensive  Historical 
eoDcerain^  the  different  Colleges,  &c. 
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OXFORDSHIRE. 

JL  HAT  divifion  of  .England  which  derives  iU  name  as  a  county 
fivB  theiLOty  of  Oxford,  (a  sfrnt  so  iUustriom  in  the  annals. of 
karoing^  ao  venerable  in  those  of  religion,)  is  bounded  oa  the 
east  by  Bockingbamsbire,  and  on  the  west  by  the  county  of 
Qloncester ;  on  the  south,  south-west,  and  south-east,  its  limits 
unite  with  those  of  Berkshire;  the  river  Charwell  separates 
Oxhtd  from  Northamptonshire  on  the  north-east;  while  the 
county  of  Warwick  lies  contiguous  on  the  north-west.  Oxford* 
shire  is  of  a  very  irregnlar  figure :  near  the  centre  pf  the  county, 
at  the  city  of  Oxford,  it  is  not  more  than  seven  miles  across ; 
and  yet  In  the  more  northern  psrt,  at  no  great  distance,  its  dia- 
meter is  thirty-eight  miles.  Proceeding  northward  it  assumes  the 
resemblance  of  a  cone,  and  terminates  at  what  is  called  the  Three 
Bhire  Stone,  in  a  complete  point  or  apex.  The  part  south  of 
Oxford  is  likewise  disproportionately  narrow,  when  compared 
with  the  chief  central  districts  of  the  county.  At  no  point  south 
of  the  city  is  Oxfordshire  above  twelve  mil^  in  width.  Its 
greatest  length  is  fifty  miles. 
Vol.  XIL  B  This 


2  OXFORDSHIRE. 

This  county  is-  divided  into  fourteen  hundreds,  and  con(ain9 
one  city,  twelve  market  towns,'^  and  207  townships  or  parishes. 
According  to  a  topographical  -survey  made  hy  Davis,  there  are 
about  450,000  acres  of  land  in  the  county,  309,000  of  which  lie 
to  the  north  of  Oxford,  and  141,000  to  the  south;  but  in  the 
table  of  poor's  rates,  drawn  under  the  inspection  of  the  Right 
Hon.  George  Rose,  the  total  number  is  stated  to  be  474,880 
acres.  The  number  of  houses,  inhabited  and  uninhabited,  at  the 
time  of  the  return  for  1801,  was  21,193,  and  the  population 
109,620.,  The  area  of  the  county  appears  to  be  742  square  sta- 
tute miles^  eonseqqently  the  number  of  iphabitimts  in  ea^h  square 
mile  averaged  at  148  persons. 

When  the  Romans  entered  Britain  under  Aulus  Plautius,  by 
command  of  the  Emperor  Claudius,  a  great  portion  of  the  dis* 
Iricts  now  denominated  Gloucestershire  and  Oxfoi^hire,  was  in- 
habited by  a  race  of  aboriginal  Britons  termed  Dobuni.  Thai 
the  Dobuni  only  possessed  a  part  of  the  present  county  of  Glou- 
ocster  has  been  already  shewn  ;t  and  from  the  authority  theft 
quoted,  (that  of  Dr.  Whitaker,)  it  is  evident  that  they  prevailed 
chiefly  in  the  low  valleys  of  Oxfordshire  on  the  north  side  of  \hm 
Thames,  and  the  country  bordering  on  the  whole  length  of  the 

river 

*  Goagli,  following  Mag.  Brit.  IV.  209.  says  that  there  are  fUttta  market* 
towns.  It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  Domesday  Book  meutioni  onJy 
/9e  hundredM  and  o  half,  by  name,  in  Oifordihirc,  viz. 

Levecanole     •....•••. (Lewknor.) 

Peritone     ••••     (Pirton.) 

Primo  Gadre (— — ) 

Seciindo  Gadre  ...••..•••••••     (■  ) 

Dorchestre     ••.••••.     (Dorchester.) 

And  the  Hatf  Hundred  of  Bekintone  (Benaington.) 
'  But  it  appears,  in  Terra  Rfgitf  that  the  soke  of  four  hoodreds  and  a  half 
belonged  to  Besintone ;  of  two  hundreds  to  Hedintgnc,  (Headington  j)  of 
two  Ifundrcds  and  a  half  to  Chcrielintone,  (qa.  Chadlington  ;)  of  three  hun- 
dreds to  Optonc;  of  three  hundreds  toScipione,  (Shipton;)  of  two  hundreds 
to  Bentone:  and  of  two  hundreds  to  Blnchesham,  (Bloaham;)  and  Edburg- 
beric.— Sec  Bawdwen's  Translation  of  Domesday/ &c. 
t  Beauties,  &c.  article  Gloucestenbire,  p.  497. 


Otk.tkm.wmOhwm^mm  nl  Mlliniiite tf  % 

Hmf  f%mf^Mm,mm  tnwiiil  If  tte  Aria  tf  Ulh  wM# 

ja  AoM  dimttiii.    OiiteaMllMrfmrwfliirilef 

rilttflW.-nnM.  1lMpi«piflljtf.ttM.i% 
flM  lnil*y  if  Ite  Dobni  mdd  appav  e^deift  1^ 
«rik.mbl'«Udidiribg«Afldadrtfhe.  ^na 
■ysOudn«  ^  Memt  to  be  derifai  fiw  Difta;' 
(Dali)  a  BfHiili  wid,  Mfaiiyiag  deep  «r  low;  heciawj  ialMik 
fpllwMil  pailapi^  aal  tiDfya  eaofNaputed  wil| 
tta  nMt.  siaalfr  took  lliiir  ilniwhufhiii  ftoai  tlionta-^ 
Bii  m  .<aphaitioa  man  i—niliitrfy  rebtlf •  aqr^  fmbaifB,.  hf 
iai, .  Tha  wmi  Ihi  ik  oUairiil,  ia  a  hie  iageoioiis  IWlK 
to  aieea  etoipm;  aad,  ia  the  euae  woik,  0m,  laadl,  Mtfceaji 
to  kaae  \mm  Mea  varied  to  aa  aad  aa.  Tine  die  eMipoeMl 
toauPplwai  aaj  be  iaHated  ilrietly.  to  aigaify.a  lece  potiwaipg 
kali  ea  lifer  aide^»  er  ^people  wbo  are  atream>boydfereB^      - ..] 

naMiKUL  ciacvMaTAMCBs  auBasQUBNT  Tp  THE  Boif 4V  ; 

'  niTAaioif. 

Tfaat  the  Dobuni  were  not  very  nuraerons  appears.  likely, 
froBi  the  erent  of  thiHr  aabjugation  to  their  eastern  neigbbooia 
the  Caitieuchlani ;  for  though  this  latter  people  are  deioribed 
as  a  wailike  race,  and  certainly  possessed  territories  in  the  three 
ceaalics  of  Boekinghaoi,  Bedford,  and  Hertford,  yet  their  main 
strei^^  most  necessarily  have  lain  so  remote  from  the  tracts 
inhabited  by  the  Doboni,  that  if  the  nation  had  been  nnmeroos  in 
BMn  adcqoato  to  warfare,  the  ascendancy  of  the  subjugators  could 
hardly  have  been  so  completo  as  circunistances  warrant  our  sup- 
posing to  be  the  ftet  The  impolitic  animosities  and  party  jea* 
loosies  which  prefailed  among  the  aboriginal  Britons  rendered 
a  oomparatifely  easy  prey  to  the  invaders  a  large  portion  of  that 
warlike  mass  of  people,  which  would  huTe  been  unconquerable  if 
united.  When  Amhu  PlauHuM,  ,ih%  propr^tor,  entered  Britain^ 
by  ^—^-i*"^  of  ClaadiuiSp  ia  the  year  of  the  Christian  era  13, 

BS  the 


L 


4  (taMttlMniie. 

Vti  Do^hl,  ftiflea?  of  liviUciiig  to  arms  in  the  great  ^fOiie-'iC 
llioir  native  island,  looked  only  to  their  party  feelings  as  mem- 
Ws  of  a  tribe.  Tiicy  wnald  consider  no  meR  as  enemios  bnt  the 
net  of  Cattle uchlani.  Tliis  temper  well  suited  the  views  oT  tbe 
proprKtor :  he  tonk  them  immediately  onder  his  protection,  nnd 
plaoed  a  garrison  in  a  strong  hold,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of 
shielding  them  from  the  attack  of  their  encroaching  nei^hboonr. 
Thns  did  the  original  Inhabitants  of  this  district  surrender  thMn- 
selres  rotive  trihutarics  lo  a  foreign  power  ;*  and  yet  so  ioetfi* 
cient  lo  the  proposed  task  Were  the  forces  under  Plsutins,  thst 
when  be  met  with  a  slight  check  on  ad¥Bnciug  nearer  t«  Urt 
moath  of  the  I'hamcs,  he  "  feared  the  worst,"  and  sent,  u  haA 
been  concerted,  if  much  diiEcnIty  should  occur,  to  the  empem 
Claudius,  who  directly  sailed  in  person  for  Urilain  with  reil^ 
forcements. 

Thmrrgboot  tlie  wbolc  period  of  the  Roman  sway  we  ftid  ftft 
Dobuni  to  have  remained  quiet  in  conteirtcd  servility.  They 
were  probably  received  with  additional  readiness  by  the  conqaeror 
ks  tributary  friends,  on  account  of  their  not  having  formed  ene 
*f  the  British  nations  who  opposed  Julius  Ceesar  on  bis  first 
■sliding.  Cogidunus  was  at  tliis  time  prince  of  the  Dobuni ;  and 
he  was  not  only  permitted  to  remain  in  the  nominal  government 
of  his  territories,  but  appears  to  have  had  some  other  states  plaeed 
under  Jiis  authority.  While  it  is  painful  to  think  that  the  iuha- 
bitants  and  original  possessors  of  such  fertile  districts  as  lluiM 
bordering  on  the  great  streams  of  the  two  counlien  of  Oxford  and 
Uloncester,  should  not  have  lifted  a  single  weapon  ag»inst  tbt 
invader,  who  took  tribute  from  the  best  treasures  of  their  toil, 
ami  recruited  his  distant  armies  with  the  flower  of  their  youth, 
we  should  not  forget  tliat  the  River- Borderers  merely  cxchnitgMl 


*  The  espolition,  beaded  by  Pluuliui.  wu  undsiiaken  si  Oie  sngguIiQH 
•f  a  BrUos  nuoed  Bcricut,  wiio  had  bcFU  dliieii  fruni  his  cvuoir^  ly  fac- 
>iuu*  intrigues,  uid  had  fled  lo  Rome.  From  llie  imaisdiBle  allisiice  irUich 
look  place  beln'ten  the  RuDians  and  itie  Dobuni,  il  hifbcrn  coojectOTcd  Ij 
•amy  writenlliit  ibii  Bcricus  wai,  hjuseir,  afllicUllPr  nation  UT  tritw. 
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L  of  ■lavery  tor  sagllier;  and  it  likewiiic,  appears  lair 
ndiMk,  Ibat  Uaoi  tlieir  ixady  amiil^nuitiou  witti  the  fol- 
t  of  the  Koaiaii  Go^le,  tliey  luiule  more  rapid  advances  in 
UioD  titan  tbe  Iribea  so  si^verely  boisteriiu^,  who  luuLcd  on 
ilfrt*  of  the  iuvader  «ilh  disdain,  and  replied  to  liis  Han* 
nith  tbe  cJge  of  tlie  sword.  The  whulc  teiTitorieB  of 
I  Cotwoi  were  conprclieadi^  in  tht  Roman  province  BriUnnia 

Wtiea  llie  Romaus,  fiDally  retiring  froni  the  British  islaiidH.  left 
IImoi  ofvn  to  the  aasaalta  of  crery  aeigbbouriug  piratical  Uibe,  tbe 
DoiMni,  ihMibtJeas,  shared  iu  tbe  geucral  distres*,  altbougb,  froia 
tlw  ukad  cWafter  of  tiie  district  which  Ibej-  iubahited,  Ihcy 
van,  poeaibly,  oue  of  tbe  last  aatious  lo  feci  the  scourge  of 
llw  iaimim.  But  at  leogtli  tbere  seetos  reaiou  to  conclude  that 
vtimal  diMeoMions,  joiniog  tbeir  batieful  inJlucace  witb  that  of 
nnotiB  foreign  enemies,  drained  tbe  fair  meads  of  the  Dobuui 
nf  tbcir  flock*  mad  herd*,  while  the  wretched  remnaut  of  tbe  ur>- 
giiAl  iiUwbttauts,  «bo  escaped  the  edge  of  the  bwucd,  were  coni- 
ftiiti  lo  W&rck  tbe  v<iods  for  food,  and,  retunilug  to  the  rnde- 
BtM  of  the  fint  ftauc  of  societv.  were  fain  to  support  a  niserable 
fih1iTi''f  bjr  tbe  ttpnils  of  tbe  cliace.  When  the  bantsscd  cnuti- 
tr)  roived  from  tlihi  proalration  of  »piril,  and  a  iriiewal  of  In- 
.  bahils  produced  eoiaparative  plenty,  ihc  dread  of  an 
B  Uam  tbe  Scota  and  Picts  cauaed  the  Britons,  in  a  Imk- 
,  to  invite  the  Saxons  ta  a  defence  of  Uieir  iwutbiTii 
,  aud  in  this  intitatioii  the  reigning  prince  of  Ibu  Do- 
i  s{ipeara  to  have  concurred. 

It  waa  not  until  tlie  Utter  part  of  the  sixth  century  that  lb* 
D»buui  became  entirely  tributary  lo  the  Savons.  Numerous 
iMidca  then  Undcd  on  tlic  eastern  coact  of  Britain,  and  prose- 
BDbd  their  hostile  undertaking  witli  so  mncli  succesa,  that  tiiey 
■pcadily  founded  Ibree  kingdomn  of  tlie  beplaicby.  Of  these  new 
doatmiaQa  tbe  Dobimi  forintd  a  pait,  and  were  allotted  to  tbe 
portion  denominated  Mercia,  which  comprehended  all  tbe  middle 
^■^Ij—  of  England  to  the  ea«t  of  tlie  Severn,  and  tbe  soitlh  of 
B  3  "  Yorlisbire 
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YoriuUra  ftRJ  LuicBshire.  The  first  sovereign  Wgui  his  nigi 
in  tUe  ye&r  585.  It  ib  not  desirable  lo  pursue  the  history  of  Ox- 
fordshire, as  a  part  of  Mercia,  through  the  baisteroiis  periods  of 
the  heptarchy  ;  but  it  seems  proper  to  remind  the  reader  that  the 
Mercians  proved  otie  of  the  braveiit  of  the  seven  kin^'doms;  and 
thus  it  is  evident  that  the  aboriginal  tDh&biUiDts  (the  chief  part 
of  vhose  youth  vcre  eniptoyed  in  llic  fictd  by  their  Saxon  mUr,) 
possesseil  a  ready  disposition  for  feats  of  hiLrdiliuod,  wheu  Uiej 
were  duly  trained  to  military  txerlion.  Whfii  Egbert  rcdac«d 
the  wliole  heptarchy  to  one  kiDgdiiin  in  8'J7,  lie  considerod  tha 
Mercians  so  formidablb  a  people,  that  he  suffered  Ihcin  to  renuun 
beoeath  the  peculiar  jurisdietion  oftheir  former  sovereign;  though, 
in  poiut  of  political  power,  he  took  strong  care  that  the  nominal 
monarch  should  exist  only  as  actual  viceroy  to  himself.  On  the 
division  of  Mercia  into  five  hishoptics,  when  the  Saxons  em- 
braced tbt;  Christian  faith,  the  Ifnn  Dobuni  was  utterly  borted 
under  that  of  H'iccii,  a  word  strielly  descriptive  of  the  former 
Incal  circurostauccB  of  the  people,  if  it  he  allowed  to  mean,  u 
Camden  suggests,  a  race  dwelling  on  the  "  uooks  and  creeks  ^CJ 
rivers,"*  lM 

Towards  the  end  of  the  ninth  century  a  fresh  enemy  penetratol  1 
lo  the  interior,  and  spredid  dismay  and  desolation  over  the  Mer- 
cian districts.     The  Datics  fixed  their  head  ijuarlers  at  Reodiog, 
and  ravaged  every  part  of  Oxfordshire  north  of  the  Tliunes.     On 
this  occasion  it  does  not  appear  that  any  opposition  «as  nS^cd 
by  the  Wiccii ;  and  the  government  of  tht^  country  which  tbejr 
inhabited  wns  delegated,  with  oliier  parts  of  Mcruia,  la  it  nobb^  ■ 
man,  who  had  been  so  weak  and  disloyal  an  to  secede  from  ll 
allegiance  to  the  palriutirnl  King  Alfn  d,     During  tlie  longf  « 
t-«tK    which   subseijuently    look  place    hctveru  the  Sia 
Uane^,  OxfordHbirt:  was  often  the  sral  of  warfare.     Several  b 
llrit  of  conHe(|uencR  were  foti!;ht  in  Ihr  cuniily;  and  (he  citjTifl 
Oxford  was  four  tiinen  completely  reduced  In  ashes.     So  ^M 
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tnwAy  ^mt  iras  the  aacendniit  of  ttif  fresh  mraderinilffn!}^ 
ibat  the  whole  district  is  Hcucribed  as  brin^,  at  the  comnirac«b* 
ment  of  tbe  cleTenth  ccnlnry,  principally  intiahitcii  tiy  Danes.* 

Bat.  alllioogh  OxrorJshire  presents  liltlu  wlijfdctory  to  Xhn' 
English   reader  in  regixnl  In  ils  militnry  «iip*ct,   during  lltiiw* 
perwds  in  which  the  armies  of  two  great  furngn  piwcra  ^Iruggled 
for  mastery,  it  must  he  ever  rcmcrabcred  that  learn ijii;  reeeivMMri 
nurture  in  this  eminent  eoimty,  even  amid  sci-nes  of  I'loodxlntfS 
and  devastation.     Under  the  jiatronagf  of  the  great  Alfreil  tMfl 
nnWersity  of  Oxford  took  firm  root,  and  progressively  advsnndpH 
in  contempt  of  mauy  diseouiaginj  eircumstRnees,  until  it  becnindf^l 
to  use  the  words  of  Camden,  a  spot  *Iieiice  "  relij^on,  Ie3mlii»f  * 
uid  good  nannen,  are  happily  diffused  through  the  vhole  kinir- 

Tbe  drt«(Ku1  war  of  tile  Roses,  which  stained  so  mauy  diii- 
tricli  with  native  blood,  proved  fatal  to  Btvenil  of  the  uobilJty 
and  gentry  connected  with  Oxfordshire,  anion^  vrhom  none  siif- 
fered  more  aeterely  Ihaa  the  august  family  whitli  Jerivcd  a  title 
tma  the  donnly  ;  but,  fortunntely,  those  vales  nnd  plnins,  which 
wen:  so  often  the  scenes  of  alauglilcr  in  earlier  periods,  now  re- 
maintd  free  from  the  ileslructive  ravages  of  both  Iht  great  par- 
tiaB'ogiged  io  mmtanl  eo&tefU.  In  only  one  instance  did 
oMwrthe  Yoriclala  or  Lancutriana  enter  Oxfordshire  Id  arroa. 
la  tbe  yos  1469  an  amy  of  ld,(X)0  men,  composed  ebiefiy  of 
tte  AoMta  and  cammoo  people  of  Yorkshire,  proceeded  so  far 
airtfc  av:  ifce  neighbourhood  of  Banbury.  At  this  time  Edward 
IV.  nt  OB  the  tiwone,  and  he  sent  the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and 
I  to  oppoae  the  "  Kbels."  The  two  enrii  qnarreHed  at 
,  and  tbeiatter  withdrew  his  forces;  but  Pemhroj^e  en- 
eI  the  insargentaon  a  level  extent  of  ground  called  Danes- 
BM^  eti  the  border  of  Otfordahire,  where  he  wis  defeated  iind 
kit  Ua  life. 

VImb  tiMmifanppy  wh  took  ^aoe  in  th;B  aerMte^itb  oeirtuiy 
kliw  King  Chariea  and  »  part  af  Ua  people^  Oi^bnlaiiire  va^ 
.  #.  .  ■  .     .  -i.  *.    ,.»*.       .-   ..jv*      .  ■  :.Mt 
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not  H>  rkvored  as  to  escape  the  visitation  of  the  iwoid.  Tiie  in*. 
habiUuits  of  the  county  do  not  appear  to  have  entered,  nitli  senae- 
leas  enthusiasm,  into  the  views  of  eilUer  party  ;  but  it  waa  theii 
calamity  to  feel  the  rod  of  war  without  haviog  toiled  for  the  evil 
harvest  of  its  thorns.  The  conteiidiug;  armies  traversed  the 
county  from  one  exlrernity  to  llie  other ;  and,  whatever  might  be 
the  banner  under  which  these  armies  fought,  their  exactions  and 
devastations  were  almost  equally  injurious,  as  far  as  regarded  Uic 
great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants,  Durio;^  the  viclaiiitudea  of  t^ia 
nelanrholy  Ktrui^gle  the  city  of  Oxford  was  reduced  by  the  sec- 
tarian army,  and  the  town  of  Banbury  was  wrested  from  his  fima- 
tical  opponents  by  the  king,  who  retained  posscssioD  until  he  re- 
tired to  Scotland.  Several  intrench  men  ts  remaiti  in  difiereot  parte 
of  the  county  as  memorials  of  one  of  the  most  disgraceftil  civil 
contests,  in  which  tlie  fever  of  half-en  lightened  intellect  aver 
plunged  a  great  nation.  ,J 

K'tUAN  AMIttUniES,  ~1 

The  continued  amity  (if  such  a  term  may  be  b«stowod  on  tha 
connexion  between  the  conqueror  end  the  Itibutary,)  which  pre- 
vailed amoni:  the  Romans  and  tlio  Dnbuni,  prevents  anr  meotiog 
in  Oxfordshire  with  many  important  relics  of  Roman  milittrf 
construclion.  At  Althester,  or  Aldchester,  on  the  ca«t«rn  part 
of  the  county,  and  bordering  on  the  Cirmcr  possessious  of  Uie 
Cattieuchlani,  there  otas  certainly  a  Roman  station,  the  ranaiu 
of  which  are  of  a  square  form,  with  a  ditch  and  bank  facing  tUe 
four  cardinal  pointn.  At  Dorchrster,  situate  on  the  aontii-west, 
and  adjacent  to  the  conntry  of  the  Attrelialii,  it  is  probable,  like- 
wise, that  the  RoniBus  fixed  a  station,  although  the  circumslaieea 
in  evidence  are  hy  no  means  so  clear  as  in  the  former  instancflt 
The  situation  is  such  as  to  render  the  conjecture  highly  plausi- 
ble ;  and  It  is  well  known  that  the  word  CegiTr,  or  Ckater,  with 
a  signilicant  adjunct,  waa  generally  used  by  the  Saxons  to  ex- 
'  pirss  a  place  ertctcd  on  the  site  or  remains  of  a  Roman  fortiflea- 
tiou.     That  the  Romans  formerly   resided  here  in  iilnn^ln 
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I  to  be  cvjilent.  boa  tbe  gieal  Danker  «f 
■  which  hive  been  fouuil  Id  the  ueighbourhowL  Be- 
i  principal  atatioos,  ibeie  are  the  n^mainB  of  se¥eral 
,  vbicb,  from  their  fDm,  and  from  tlie  coins  Ibuud 
■■rtboB,  nay  b«  coufidenlly  pronounced  Romui,  tJiougli  their 
AnuMMaan  m  ■mall,  that  it  ia  evidenl  tliey  could  onlj'  hava 
btta  Baod  as  porta  of  obwrvation,  or  m  uccB«ionHl  rew>fts  «f  ae- 
antf  for  detached  baud*  of  mi  litarjr  wbile  linlliog  during  •  oarcb 
Ikroagb  thia  part  of  the  island. 

Vahona  cotiuand  relict  of  Roman  pwement  have  bteadioco- 
nrtdaldiflerent  periods  in  aluoat  ever}  division  i  and  al  least  om 
t^'i"  aoouTs  flf  the  invaders  having  pro6l«d  by  (lie  peac«J>le 
JDcltnattoBa  of  the  Duliuui  in  regard  to  the  cnoKtructioa  of  tli«M 
amntry  vtUaa  of  which  they  vera  nationally  lo  foiid.  At  8U:cple- 
Aatoa,  on  the  north-eaat  part  of  tlie  cuunly.  there  was  turned  up 
bjt  the  plough  a  parenieiit  consibtin^r  of  obloug  aquaret,  »et  p«r- 
pendiaUsriy  to  the  hnrizon.  TImt  this  pavement  vm  Roman 
•pptan  BDqDestiotiable  )*  and  the  situation  in  which  it  vm  diwo- 
wed  b  ao  entirely  nnconoectcd  witli  any  knoico  Roman  road, 
that  U  can  ararcely  be  supposed  the  mere  footway  of  a  general's 
taVL,  aUbongh  it  is  probable  that  tiic  building  in  which  it  M'EU 
CDHlrDcUd  «>■  not  of  a  very  durable  deici  iption.f 

111  addition  to  tliece  military  and  domestic  vestiges  of  the  Ro- 
Haaa,  may  be  noticed  aeverul  futureal  mound*,  fiirmed  from  tbe 
lii4e  pawy  squares  of  turf  which  lbs  Roman  aoldiers  were  accus- 

lomcd 
■  Pl'it't  K*IDT>1  Hialory  nfOxfoidiliire,  p.  K?. 

t  II  M  inowu  thil  the  Human  gcnetili  weiv  BCCuiloineil  lu  have  >  conil- 
■ali(j  or  lhn>c  ilict-likc  piecet  of  lile  of  «bich  Iheit  luwlJitrd 
■rcre  CDUpoHd,  ciirird  in  ibwr  baggage,  for  llie  jiurpoK  uf  forn)- 
Jtormi  wberc  the  piKlutiDm,  or  general'i  l«il,  was  fiied  ;  bul.  as  llie 
qneuion  wu  louiiil  on  ■  ipot  rcniuie  fiom  either  tlltjoii  oi  higJi- 
ippon  hli«ly  (ai  it  partly  cuiijcclureil  bj  Dr.  Plot.)  itaal  tatne  re- 
took brneGl  of  the  itrbane  diiposition  oF  the  Dobani,  and  gra- 
'  ofpiclutial  uaiietjF  and  ruril  hiibili,  by  ettcling  a  lununei-ra- 
pa^  of  Iha  ceuiitry. 
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tomcrd  to  tlirott  over  tlic  uliea  of  any  emincol  wirrior,  in  order  fa 
prevent  tlitt  contumelious  bcatlering  of  his  leniBiiiH  which  tliey 
apprebc tided  .(ruin  barliarous  tribes.  Ttie  mosit  Kiiuirkitble  of 
tlieee,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Plot,*  is  that  termed  Astal  Borrow, 
«liich  Ifonlers  on  the  old  Akeman-btrect,  and  wliiuh  he  conjee- 
tiires  lo  be  the  Hepnlchre  of  some  eminent  leader,  on  atnount  of  its 
DRUBiial  height  and  circumrerence.  From  the  uicoecdina;  patfen 
it  taill  be  found  tliat  the  former  neichbourhood  of  tlie  RomaoB  has 
beeD  ascertained  in  almniit  every  part  of  Oxfordshire,  by  thu  nu- 
merous uniH  and  relics  of  funeral  ceremony  wluch  have  been  iitg  -. 
up  in  diS'erent  ages.  *4 

But  the  mobt  pieasinjr  vestige  of  the  ancient  "  rulera  of  tlta  < 
world,"  is  discoverable  iu  the  roads  which  tliey  constmcled,  in 
coatempL  of  Ireacheroas  moor  or  forbidding  acclivity.  No  task 
could  be  too  vast  for  their  spirit  of  eiilerprize,  or  too  niglity  kit 
Uieir  industry ;  and,  in  suneying  theac  proofv  of  their  jadgmrat 
and  laborious  habits  still  pnrtially  prcsrrvcd  in  this  district,  it  is 
assuredly  grateful  Iu  recollect  that  nu  intention  of  local  warfiire 
appears  to  have  Icut  aid  ta  the  foundalion  uf  the  object  which  wa  J 
contemplate. 

Only  one  of  those  four  conmlur,  or  pruitorinn  ways,  wbiell  . 
«ere  cuiistiiicUid  from  sea  to  sea,  two  in  length  and  two  )■ 
breadth,  of  the  whole  islanil,  passed  tbriugh  Oxfordshire,  and 
that  was  t\iu  Iknieild-slnil,  which  stTetchul  itself,  i 
this  county,  from  north-east  to  aonth-weiL  As  this  highway-^ 
was  not  formed  by  casting  up  a  paved  rid^'c,  ur  laid  out  by  dee 
Iri'iithea,  (as  van  often  tlie  usa^e  uf  the  Rouians,  both  in  regard 
lo  tlictr  major  und  minor  roads,)  it  is  less  distinguishable  than 
many  ;  yet  its  track  through  the  county  niny  be  pretty  accurately 
di'veloped,  except  us  ta  the  point  at  which  it  i|iiitted  Oxfordshlm.. 
on  the  soiitli>west,  a  citcumstance  of  fuilui-e  which  has  occatiinnM  J 
some  difficulty  to  the  decision  of  recent  antiquaries.  It  Diay^li 
however,  be  received  as  correct,  that  the  Ikencild  way  t 
the  county  -jX  the  parish  of  ChiDUor;  Uieuce  proceuding  at  t 
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liMMfcWirtii  itcMMii  fhe  TdMi,  wriUlgA^tltk,  otIM  GVfaMM 
D^  inii,- fMkfif  Ipdttt.  nay 

lMk«r«MrollM^  afcqil thwa aihi tetwit ilw *e >»Hliiiie^ 
QHlif;^ll««^»U*  M^iflMd^tncaltai  ke  Airily  AiMfM^t 

Ht-Artr  MM'MMUiMly  sAmi  llml-H^ipiltod  OsftlNliltii4*ilt  ttif 
lHl4Miriirtlrf  VBhg6  J  HMj  ttfluvdly,  tlito  maw  vT  tho-  hUMlst 
MthU'ofpoNle  bank  (StrMdey)t  mM  appMrltf 
fhMikilfqr  4NI  the  eondwwii.  ItitolMMrtmblelfailthii 
gnat  void.  It  Ha  wlMile  comae  throagk  the  eainitiy>  daea  aM 
tavB  dr  THkge/  aalcaa  H mvf  be  aappeaad  to  hifeaa 
ai  Oorng;  en  finally  tearing  Oifcfdahire;  far  ivfeMrraii 
MeardiDg  to  Pkt^t  it  iraa  ftnMily '^  nniab  need  by  atealM 
ar-CBtd&'^  The  aaae  vriter  obeerfea,  that  the  probable  eaaaa 
af  tte  BeaHBe  not  riiahig  thia  read  nay  be  Ibend  in  the  elrea^ 
dkawaa-ef  ha  aitnatioH,  Haeoniaebebg  onifomly  on  the-firai 
fMft  at!  Aided  by  the  Chatarn  elofatioaa. 

Of  theae  Micinel  weya  which  ran  from  one  eoloay  to  M^' 
aAMT,  or  from  atation  to  atation,  the*  priainpal  in  Oxferdshire  Itf 
die  Akeman'-sireet,  which  appears  to  have  been  constructed  in 
dilBfiefent  parts  of  the  county,  either  with  or  without  a  raised 
bank,  as  the  nature  of  the  aoil^  through  which  it  passed  in  its 

progress, 

*  At  llie  foot  of  Stoken-Clmrch  bills  there  are,  in  the  viciiwge  of  Lewkiior 
and  Aston  Rowant^two  roadt.  called  the  Upper  and  the  Lower  Ikeneild  wayi. 
It  was  ufoal  with  the  Roiuaii  officers  to  employ  their  men,  during  peaceful 
seiMMif,  in  striking  out  such  near  cuts  as  might  shorten  the  highway  tracks 
tfaroagh  the  island.  A  circumstance  of  eiplanation,  which,  it  is  presumed, 
aai^y  aeoomits  for  the  double  piissage  in  the  above  district. 

t  Ailer  pasiiDg  ihrongh  Streatley,  a  road  has  been  asserted  by  waie  to 
praeeed  at  a  direct  line  up  tlie  hilK  pointing  towards  Silchester.  It  is  tra- 
ditionally recorded  in  Uic  neighbourhood,  that  a  Roman  "  mile  stone*'  is 
itiJl  reuAiiuog  among  tlic  thick  underwood  in  that  direction.  For  this  the 
prcseot  writer  searched  with  some  industry ;  but  it  was  well  that  he  did  not 
iodalge  mach  hope  of  socccas^  for  uo  such  memoriid  was  to  be  found. 
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procreas,  demanded.  This  road  enters  Ox/ardaliire  from  Htw 
neighbouring  county  of  Buckingham,  in  tbe  parish  of  Am- 
Wosdcn.  Aft^T  Bscending  to  Blacktborn-hill,  it  croBses  Wretch- 
viek  Green,  end  proceeds,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Gravend 
(or  GravGiihill,]  Wood,  and  Alehcster,  to  Chesterton:  thence 
it  leads  to  Kirtliugton^  ami,  passing  the  town-end  and  croaa* 
iug  Die  river  Charwell  near  Tackley,  enten  Blenheim  park, 
which  it  qnita  in  n  dtrecliun  for  tbe  village  of  StoneaReld.  Here, 
altering  ils  form,  though  still  (even  traditioaally)  retaining  it* 
name,  it  goes  over  ttie  river  Evenlode,  and  passes  eeftr  Wilcot 
and  Ramsden ;  then  to  Aatally  aud  Astal,  and  throagh  the  fields 
[though  scarcely  dislinguUiiable}  to  Broadirell  Urove.  At 
Dnuidwdl  Grove  the  outlines  are  more  bold  and  perfect,  and  th« 
road  then  procecdi.  nearly  in  a  straight  line  for  Gloucofctcrshire. 

From  tlic  main  chuniiel  of  A  ke  man -street  several  iminor  roada 
diverged.  Two  of  these  are  traced  near  Kirtliiigton.  One  (tt  th* 
lown'a-eud,  of  uo  long  continuance,  but  which  points  upon  Uic 
portway  running  (ai:t  of  Northbrook  and  Souldcm.  The  oLher 
appears,  by  its  direction,  to  have  branrlied  from  Iho  parent  ttreet 
nearer  to  the  spot  at  which  it  croases  the  riv«  CliariceU.  Tliara 
is,  likewi«e,  an  outlet  from  the  main  road  ul  the  port  now  inolostd 
in  Blenheim  park,  which  points  north-west  towards  Enston  and 
Chipping-Norton.  In  addition  to  these  branches  of  Akeman- 
Klreet,  it  must  be  obaervt^d,  that  a  roail  crosses  that  street  south 
of  Bicester,  and  runs  north  and  south  through  Alehester  and 
Wendlebury  meadow.  It  then  goes  over  the  dreary  district 
termed  Qtnionr,  where  (as  is  observed  by  Plot)  it  bus  evidently 
been  paved,  passes  Beckley  park  wall,  and  proceeds,  to  the  left 
ofSbotover-hill,  for  Sundford,  where  it  crosses  the  Thunea. 

Between  Mongewcti  nnd  Nuflielil  is  a  vullum,  or  high-ridged 
way,  termed  Grtmf't  Dike,  or  more  lamtltarly  iu  the  neigh- 
bourhood, Grhne's,  or  Devil's,  Ditch.  This  crabunkment  is  KtiH 
very  high,  though  it  Is  but  single  till  it  comes  to  the  vicinity  of 
Nuffield,  where  the  bnnks  are  double,  with  a  deep  trench  be- 
tween.    Dr.  Plot  roi^jecturcb  that  the  part  next  Wallingford  was 
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lheiMifer^nil«httmhiidbi.«iflMh  ■U««»|be«P^ 
it,  oBJike,  tmt  WooJicwe  ftti^ 


Smral  Britirii  Miam  of  a  Twy  corioiM  dMcriptioii  liafa  beaa 
fai4t  ■i'  tkcn  are  MMna.bamwe  whidi  naj  be  uUj  deMui^ 
••  rdki  of  tko  abqcigiaili.  Marko  ,of  the  bloody  conteitB  be» 
tweem  lid  Aaum  and  I^iih  otniggleri  fcr  npremacy  aie  dutia-^ 
gakbaUe  ia  onuiy  gui»  of  the  eoonty.  Amoog  the  cobomhi  of^ 
i»  of  die  nativca  theee  are  isdiecrimiiiately  caHed  bairowi ;  b«| 
anEtaiy  inlrenGliiiieiiti  aie  ia  6et  qoite  aa  fiefoe&t  aa  firaereal 
mauifL  The  aMat  cwrioos  piece  of  aatiqoitj  ia  the  oomity  ia 
die  cMa  o^  iifjk  itoncBy  termed  Rawldiich,  in  the  neighboar- 
liood  e#>Chippiag]iortoii.  Aa  thia  interaating  moDameiii  haa  ex« 
4ilei  caoiidenble  ^flOn-eace  of  opinidn,  it  ia  merely  noticed  hefe 
aa  the  woiIl  of  one  or  other  of  the  early  nations*  When  it  cornea 
under  local  examination  the  chief  arguments  advanced  by  each 
par^  win  be  adduced ;  and,  after  a  statement  of  the  result  of 
oar  own  obeenration,  it  will  remain  with  the  reader  to  decide  on 
the  age  and  nation  to  which  it  probably  refers. 

OENEaAL  FEATURES  AND  CHARACTER  OF  COUNTRY,  SOIL,  &€. 

The  county  of  Oxf<N^  possesses,    in   its  southern  districts, 
tt  altenntioa  of  hill  and  valley  productive  of  many  pleasing  dis- 
play* 

*  Plot.  Nat.  Hist  p.  51*7. — In  the  siinie  page  the  doctor  nji,  "  FVom 
XiUBcM  I  fTM  toM  that  Grirae'i  dike  held  on  iti  course  tbroagh  the  thick 
viodi,  and  paued  the  river  below  Henlej,  into  Berkshire  ngain ;  -but  the 
vtodf  fcarce  admitting  a  foot  passage*  inoch  less  for  a  horse,  I  coald  not  coo' 
veninulj  tiace  k  any  fartlicr."  ^^'ith  these  woods  the  present  ^writer  is  toU- 
rsblj  well  acqoaiuted,  but  he  never  was  able  to  discover  anj  certain  naarkf 
•f  continuation  in  the  track  described  by  Dr.  Plot. 
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(laysof  pietorial  scenery.  The  Chilteni  eleratiaiit,  partly  dolbed 
with  rieh  mantles  of  beech,  and  aomctimesanUe  to  a  hdlglii 
aapposed  noattainable  by  the  midland  husbandry  of  the  eariy 
ages,  abound  iu  variety  and  grace  of  scene.  If  Osfiirdshire,  in  its 
central  division,  lose  in  a  great  measnre  that  ineqnality  of  aor- 
hee  so  prolific  of  beauty,  it  can  boast  of  its  forest  and  woods, 
fraught  with  national  benefit,  and  displaying  at  every  rude  turn 
a  captivating,  though  circnmscribed,  grandeur  of  proipeet.  On 
the  north,  (and  particularly  on  the  western  part  of  that  district) 
stone  fences  supply  the  place  of  the  thick*set  hedges^  decorated 
with  a  profusion  of  wild  flowers,  which  form  the  boundaries 
of  other  inclosures ;  and  the  eye  is  often  &tigued  by  a  rude  and 
frigid  monotony  of  scene.  But  the  nvers  which  flow  through,  the 
county  are  the  chief  sources  of  its  beauty.  These,  gliding 
through  almost  every  district,  call  forth  luxuriant  vegetation  in  a 
thousand  smiling  meadows,  and  regale  tiie  traveller  with  a  con- 
tinual and  enchanting  change  of  prospect,  whether  they  stretch 
over  fertile  champaign,  or  break  from  woody  insterstice. 

The  diflereuce  observable  in  natural  feature  is  necessarily  pro- 
ductive  of  some  variety  in  climate.  In  general  the  air  is  sup- 
posed to  be  healthy  and  bracing.  From  a  want  of  nmbrageons 
fences  the  northern  parts  are  chill  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
and  unpleasantly  warm  in  the  summer  months.  It  is  remarked^ 
that  the  frost  always  takes  effect  sooner,  and  lasts  longer,  on  the 
chalky  lauds  at  the  base  of  the  Chiltem  hills  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  neighboarhood ;  and,  in  tepid  seasons,  the  climate  of  the 
Cliiltern  country  is  usually  moist,  since  fogs  are  more  frequent 
among  the  woods  and  hills  than  in  the  vale. 

Oxfordshire  contains  three  strougly  marked  distinctions  of  soil, 
whicli  arc  tlius  classed  by  Mr.  Young,  in  his  Agricultural  Sur- 
vey r—the  red-land,  the  stouebrash,  and  the  chiltem.  The  red- 
land,  consisting  of  7D,G3d  acres,  is  found  in  the  northern  division, 
and  much  exceeds  the  otliers  in  fertility.  "  It  is  deep,  sound,  friable, 
yet  capable  of  tenacity,  and  adapted  to  every  plant  that  can  be 
trusted  to  it  by  the  industry  of  the  cultivators."    The  stonebraah 

t  prevails 
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ftf**ii*  ehitfiy  inihe  central  division,  and  pervadea 
IM.0S3  acrcH.     "  The  predoniiuaiit  feature  uf  thi*  ei 
i»  »  buriicc,  of  greater  or  lest  depth,  «f  a  bOBe,  dry, 
«r  Inara,  ApporeDtl;  formed  of  abraded  stone  (gGocrall 
and  >lManding  «ilb  many  fragments  of  it."      Thei 
xcrvs  of  cliiiWrn  lands,  the  bonis  of  which  is  chnlk 
Twiona  dcpUm  vith  loam,  ^enerallj'  nound  and  dry. 
dtietiii:!ffliithliig  mark  of  tin-  surface- loam  is  a  v(Ty  cons 
^ttstitily   ol   flints,  mnstly    brown,   rough,    cnialy,  no 
eamhrd,  many  lo  jx-rfutntio"    ani  many  also  «ith  a  b|iaii 
cnistnliiHi."      The  Tt^mainil      oflhecounty,  roml 
mcri-n,  ran  only  be  vllulttd  t<.    iie  term  miticellaneans,  turn  m 
"  all  aatU  of  Hoil,  from  loos<-  sand  tu  ht«ry  clay." 


Where  the  snrfiice  is  fcrtil    in  t  jh,  and  rcspomls  readil* 

Vn  the  cultnte  of  the  hnsbanc  ,  ii  is  vaiu  lo  took  for  a  metallic 
IrcaiBure  nithin  the  bowchi  a  :  enrlh.  Nature  »  nnifonnly  too 
trconoiniral  to  allow  mankiiiii  to  hope  for  Ihe  attninment  of  such  a 
double  bMvest.  In  Ihe  opinion  of  Dr.  Plot  there  wa-.  formerly  a 
aiKct  uiiNti  workbJ  in  the  chllleni  pHit  •,{  lliu  i.'uuiily  ;  l)uL  Ihu 
fmiM  im  built  oa.an  hypothcaia  partakii^  more  of  ingenuity; 
tiuv  co<rf  dediKtioii.  Materials  for  bailding  abautid  io  almost 
crery  Jiatiict  The  quarries  of  (ree-atone  are  numerous ;  Ume- 
atime  k plentiful; 'and  slate  ia  found  in  Beversl  places.  Dr.  Plot 
diseq|Tered  marl  in,  three  difiereat  quarters  *,  and  the  ochre  of 
8^at<»*er  is  accnnntcd  "  the  best  of  its  kiod  in  the  world,  being  of 
«lnw  yeUoH  colotir,  and  very  weiglity."  f  The  clays  in  several 
fwts  qear  Oxford  have  formerly  been  used  with  some  success 
fe;  Pottert;  and  medicinal  springa  are  frequent,  among  which  the 
TattooB  orders  of  chalybeate  chiefly  prevail.  Many  curious  speci- 
■ena  of  fomed  stones  have  been  found.  Of  British  plants  growing 
>i  Ozfiml^ire,  tbe  nnmber  is  ttbout  1200,  a  very  considerable  part 

*  KaLBiit.p.  SS.  t  Ibii].i>.53. 


1« 


OXFOSDSHIRE. 


of  which  tome  undeT  Uie  cIbsr,  or  title,  of  Cryptogamia.  Th« 
|>riltcipal  of  these  viU  be  nieDtioned  under  the  beads  of  ihe  reapec* 
live  pl&cei  at  which  they  are  met  with. 

The  ArinicDi.TDX£  of  this  comity  has  latterly  made  rapid 
strides  in  improvement,  owin^  prinripally  to  the  system  of  in- 
olosure  which  haa  «o  mueh  prevailed.  When  Dr.  Plot,  nt  th« 
lattar  part  of  the  17th  century,  travelled  through  Oxfordshire  lie 
found  the  farmers  uutkilful,  booriah,  anil  sordid.  Few  circunw 
■lances  of  enquiry  can  be  uiore  pleasing'  than  those  which  involve 
the  progress  of  human  intellect.  In  a  great  degree  narromiess 
of  idea  seem*  now  thrown  aside  with  Hit:  old  common-field  syatem, 
k&d  only  a  relic  of  that  lordid  race  remains  to  ^loat  over  tha 
psendo- freedom  of  a  comparatively  few  unenclosed  ruigea.  The 
luid  Dr.  Plot  describes  as  scantily  manured,  and  injudiciously 
cropped.  The  fallowa  were  frequent,  and  folding  with  sheep  ap- 
pears to  have  been  only  partially  used.  Turnips  (though  they 
bad  been  for  some  years  known  in  Norfolk)  were  not  adopted. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  seed  sown  per  acre,  and  a  very  dis- 
proportionate qnantity  reaped.  *     Improvement  must  be  supposed 


[  oul  of  ihfir  ii^tc 


•  Tlie  following  stitement,  from  Plot" i  Nitoral  Hiiturr,  publiihed  in  iVtT, 
will  Gon>ey  Minie  irlcs  of  the  pnctics  of  OiforilshirB  liuibandmcn  in  tlie  mil 
renlory.  "  Tlie  CIujii  tbey  mw  willi  wlieM,  ind  llin  neit  jtn  ifter  wilfe 
beam,  *nd  tlien,  plawing  in  ibe  bcui-brutb  «t  All  Siiiili,  Ihe  next  ycir  wiib 
barley  ;  lud  ibeii  thi  foarlh  yext  it  liet  rallaw,  ulicn  Ihey  gi«e  it  luDimet- 
lillli  igain.  ond  sow  il  with  winter  corn  u  bcfdre.  Bat.  U  moil  jllncn  wlietc 
Iheir  land  ii  cut  inio  tbrre  fields,  il  liei  fallow  in  cnuiie  ever;  third  ycir. 
An  for  iLec'taU  fanW,  i  hough  il  require)  nut  lo  bu  Uid  in  ridgei  in  recpecl  of 
dryni'u,  yet  of  wnimth  il  doth.  Wben  designed  (or  wheal,  letiirlt  it  tar  tA 
dim,  tbey  gite  il  the  ume  tillage  with  claj,  onlj-  laying  il  In  four  or  sii  fw- 
TaoedlandiiUdiaiUogil  with  the  beMmnulU,  DC  duue.bB[  hill  nillen,  to  keep 
il  AoiD  binding;  wbich  ate  ill  mait  piuper  uiauarEi,  and  n  Sat  contntn  bulqy 
aud  winter  velchei,  with  which  it  it  much  moie  freijueiilly  >uwn,  these  being 
luuud  tlie  mnre  siiilable  graini.  The  rcJ  lu  H  il, "  (Lnown  liy  in  oil  em  practice 
III  lie  tba  best  in  the  county)  "  tike  clay,  bean  wheal,  miicellan,  barley,  and 
pro,  in  Iheir  order  rery  well,  and  tieffrlloie  fuenj  alhiFfitiT  where  it  fith 
of  tbrir  h^lchii'g."    Tlie  iloiirftroi'i   llnd,  lilte«i-e,  "  lict  f«llow  every 
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r  Hilli  men  hsl)iUial«i}  to  ancient  prejinlices,  hy  k 
want  of  exKfuiTe  iot^rcouisi; ;  but  witbin  tlie  last  forty  yeare  the 
trt^'oenej  of  tnclofiares  hoh  worked  a  ctiaui^e  much  more  rnpii] 
tban  co«U  Ve  «x)i«ctei]. 

Where  Ute  mUb  are  ao  vsrioua  there  necessarily  cannot  be 
any  mritann  coorftc  of  bu^biuidry.  In  the  red-laud  district  tlie 
£>Ik>viag  u  the  most  approved  tourie  of  crapi :  1.  Turoips.  * 
3.  Bariey,  or  spring  vheut.  3.  Clover.  4-  Wheat.  5.  Beans,' 
or  peaK.  &.  Oata.  The  geiieral  rotation  on  the  stonehreali 
taods  is:  1.  Turnips.  2.  Barley  with  clover,  rye-graM,  or 
tivroil,  or  mtsed.  3.  4.  Clover,  &t.  aa  abovp,  cither  for  one  or 
two  jean,  as  the  plant  will  continue.  5,  Wheat,  on  once  plow- 
ing. 6,  Oats,  peas,  or  beans.  7.  In  many  places  a  part  i« 
coatiMicd  on  aainfuin  liU  tlie  plant  is  worn  out,  The  Cliilteru 
4urtrict  bas  a  near  resemblance  to  that  of  ntnimhrash,  iu  the  cir- 
ntmataac*  of  doing  equally  veil  for  turnipii,  wheat,  and  sain- 
foin. Oa  many  of  Uie  hills  Uipyntn:  I.  Turnips.  2.  Barley. 
3.  CWve*.  «  trefoil,  and  ray-grass;  and,  if  lo  he  kept  thrtc  « 
(our  ycmn,  vhite  clo*er  is  added  4.  Wheat,  aiid  tlioM  who  ars 
not  so    oorrecl   lu  othera,   add,    't.    Oats,    or   barley,   peas,  «r 

^Maag  Urn  tnp*  mtfy  purtiatly  cuUwBted  may  be  natice4 
JCarijb,  af  whidi  f  oIh  "  there  is  a  Katteriag,  thoogh  not  cou* 
miaMk."  Brnft,  of  which  aopie  ia  Ibaud  on  the  rich  red  lud, 
wmSk  «f  Jktrimj.  Om  ctttUvidor  Bixa  rape  with  tankard  t«- 
1^  fcctfM  aaa  <tf  bia  woaaiog  ImbIm,  Vabhaget.  planted  only 
)m  n  In  inrtwaaa.  CamU,  which  have  beeii  grown  by  iwyenl 
fOHH  ts  faod  for  horaea.  Potatoet,  not  grown  on  a  large 
■tale,  tbengb  Aey  appear  to  be  advanciug  ia  estimation  as  an 
alJBct  of  agritiultare.  CIdcorg,  drilled  in  poor  land  for  the  fced- 
iag  of  eowa,  abe^,  mod  piga.     Btmut  has  been  tried  hy  mora 

TolZU.  9  than 

iAh  J(W,  aaeept  whan  it  falli  usong  tbe  peu  qairtcr,  and  their,  iftsr 
fcN,  k  fcwm  •■*  karlej.  and  liei  hllaw  but  once  ia  four  ycati." 

*n(MB4ap.  aclwadnbinmip,  ioccesM*  is  lapniulion  oq  aTery  vM, 
mi  iiM  ba  Mann  bB  part*  of  the  couDtf. 
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UkA  that  they ''  gloriowily ''  adorn  the  cmuity,  by  spttadiiig  a  hnrtl] 
and  Terdant  carpet  over  its  numeroim  reeeasea,  are  fiittairfaidi  m 
readily  admit ;  hat  that  the}  now  form  (in  point  of  pnfitaUt  re 
aource)  tlie  great  boast  of  the  coanty  oannot  be  ao  easily  al 
lowed.  The  hills,  then  matted  with  miderwood,  are  now  ctawJ 
even  in  their  most  ealcareeos  districts,  with  wawfoia;  aad  tb 
flats  which  then  lay  fallow  are  periodically  cropped  with  chnrci 
with  laceniy  and  the  numerous  tribes  of  suceedaneons  graaaea.  Ii 
consequence,  the  meadows  have  ceased  to  form  a  prinary  fcatuin 
of  county  wealth ;  a  position  liable  to  objections,  bat  whidi  nrcms  U 
be  proved  by  their  not  having  advanced  in  rent  in  %  d^ree  neail] 
equal  with  other  lands.  The  meadow  let  for  forty  aldUiiiga  pa 
acre,  half  a  century  back,  will  not  now  produce  more  thaa  thrM 
peufids.  Tikt  arable  land,  then  let  ibr  twelve  shillnigs,  will  non 
find  a  ready  occupier  at  the  rate  for  each  acre  of  twenty-fsai 
shillings. 

The  meadows  on  the  bordore  of  the  Thames  and  the  Gharwdi 
are  naturally  rich,  thougli  very  subject  to  inynry  fttaa  iooda 
agtiinst  which  no  prccantions  have  been  taken*;  and  the  effect, 
^peradded  to  the  damage  often  caused  at  hay*time,  is  the  intro- 
ducliott  of  nmnberiess  coarse  aquatic  plants,  destructive  of  deli- 
cacy of  herbage,  aud  frequently  injurious  in  some  measare  to  th< 
cattle  which  feed  on  them.  Where  tliese  meadows  are  in  allot- 
meuts  they  are  generally   mown  once,  and  then  fed.    The  pro- 

docc 

*  "  llierc  is  a  vatiety  ofopmioa^  as  to  whether  the  improTement  it  greatei 
iroiu  foul  or  clear  water,  yet  the  molt  probable  opinioD  it,  that  it  is  the  ipiril 
which  the  land  imbibes  iVuiii  the  water  that  brings  on  a  fermentation,  and  pro' 
motet  vegetation ;  aud,  therefore,  when  the  water  has  become  foul  by  run- 
ning over  poor  toils,  that  spirit  is  in  some  nieatuie,  gone,  unlest  in  thecas< 
of  iit  having  |)atsed  over  lands  which  have  been  manured,  and  brining  witb 
it  a  certain  portion  of  such  manures,  which  tettlet  and  remains  on  the  land. 
But,  where  the  current  is  less  rapids  and  the  water  becomes  more  stagnant, 
the  greatest  injury  takes  place;  and,  therefore,  tlie  embanking  of  thb  kind  ot 
roeadow-Iand,  so  that  the  water  might  be  admitted,  or  kept  out  at  pleasure, 
vDuId  be  a  very  great  improvement." 

Dflvti.    Origmal  Report,  fsfe. 


tm  tf  k/Lj,  fet  mcat^  nay  Bmx\y  svemge  at  two  Um.    TIm^ 

UkttmAm&k  vcadoVj  or  pMtnre-laod^  k  food  »  the  central 

jMrte  of  tkecomty;  Mid  there  iDaeh  beoefil  is deriTod fron on* 

dfr«dbiiriiy*»  jui  operatioA  that  ie  perftrmed  with  Btoaewhen 

the  had  Gee  in  the  aeigfibonrbood  of  a  qoairy.    The  best  grasa- 

had  in  the  coonty  ia  ainerted  by  Mr.  Young  to  be  that  in  the 

aBJghbuaihood  of  Water-Eaton.     Bat  Oxfafddiire  aboanda  with 

tm  awadow;  nor  ia  thia  abnndaaea  oanfined  to  the  vicinaga  af 

the  TkaBca  and  CharwelL    The  eoonty  ia  mtered  1^  not  leea 

Ihanaevcaty  alraun%  and  the  banha  of  eaeh  are  attiactif  dy  £»• 

lila.    We  naiy«  thMrefere^  well  aappoio  that,  onginaHy^  paatare- 

won  ita  ehief  gIory«  thoagh  now  they  are  confined  ia  en* 

and  eonaeqacnee^  when  eonpared  with  the  portion  oferwUeh 

tbe^aw  panMa* 

The  dairy  lyateaii  ia  ehiefly  prevalent,  though  little  eheeae  ia 

C3.  made 

# 

*  Oa  te  lalgect  of  drtining*  ICr.  Wtgitalfe  of  Btnbiiry,  in  a  MS.  annota- 
on  tfw  Agriceltaral  Report^  obtenret :  "  Draining  alone  will  weaken^ 
lyirilrayj  tba  weeds  injoriaotto  ineadow-lierbafe,  bot  a  ihoit  and  eer- 
eewofpewnaiil  woods  is  by  the  spade  or  plow,  iiet  prevising  tbat  the 
ditches  shoald  be  cleansed^  a  erop  of  bay  then  ukc-n  off,  and  the  aftermath 
fed  lor  a  time.    Nodonbtbot  the  land  is  now  well  drained,  perhaps  the 
ditches  are  dr j,  and  the  plows  can  then  traverse  to  their  edges  i  aud  where 
the  plow  cannot  safelj  go  the  spade  more  eifecluaJly  answers,  as  on  the  edges 
of  ditehes,  and  unopened  rivulets,  where  the  meadow-sweet,  the  rue,  and 
willow-herbs,  predominate.    The  spade  or  the  plow  may  thus  eradicate  the 
eotonberers  of  the  groend  for  ages  past.    Perhaps,  a  second,  or  cross  plow* 
isg,  rosy  be  practised  before  the  late  autumnal  rain  prevents  that  operation. 
Id  fine,  the  turned-op  soil  may  be  harrowed  up  ooeey  twice,  or  thrice,  by  the 
middie  of  April.    I  tried  this  eiperiment  with  two  portions  of  low  meadow, 
tbat  were  not  only  sobject  to  the  winter  floods,  but  on  which  water  rested  dur- 
ing the  spring  niontlis.      A  graduated  channel  ti»  an  adjoining  run  of  water 
drtioed  much  of  the  water  away  -,  but  still  injurious  weeds  domineered  over 
the  icamy  grass  that  grew.    I  opened  ditches,  plowed  them  as  I    have  pro- 
peied,  and  laid  potatoes  in  sets  on  the  harrowed  surface,  with  a  small  portion 
of  rotten  dung  on  each  set.      It  must  be  obvious,  that  the  greatest  part  of 
these  grew  where  weeds  prevailed  before ;  and  tliere  is  no  doubt  with  me  but 
tbat  many  Osfordsbire  meadows  might  be  thus  reclaimed.'* 
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made;  for  tale.  The  long-horned  breed  of  cows  is  luraally  |W6» 
lerred,  but  the  pastoral  poet  would  search  in  Tain  for  a ''  mHk- 
maid''  throughout  the  county,  as  the  office  of  "  drawing  thm 
simple  treasure  from  the  kine''  is  uniformly  allotted  to  the  mat,  or 
lads,  attached  to  the  respectiye  fiums. 

'  There  is  no  watered  meadow  in  Oxfordshire,  though  many  parts 
are  extremely  well  adapted  to  it.  This  circumstance  arises,  in  a 
great  measure,  from  a  legal  decision  made  in  the  county,  import- 
ing, "  that  a  proprietor  has  no  right  to  effect  any  operation  on 
his  own  property  that  may  tend  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  water, 
if  there  be  any  mills  below  him/'  A  doctrine  which,  aceordtoff 
to  Mr.  Young, ''  may  be  good  in  law,  but  is  horrible  in  politios : 
wind  and  steam  will  grind  com ;  and,  therefore,  a  water-mill  has 
little  pretensions  to  utility ;  and,  if  it  impedes  irrigation,  is  a 
nuisance.''  * 

The  culture  of  artificial  grasses  is  well  understood  in  this 
county.  Sainfoin  is  grown  to  a  large  extent '*^;  and  is^  indeed, 
to  be  found  on  every  appropriate  soil  nearly  in  all  the  districts. 
The  land  is  prepared  for  this  plant  by  turnips,  and  sheep  are; 
carefully  kept  from  it  iu  the  first  stages  of  its  growth.  Peat^  or 
coal  ashes,  are  annually  applied,  but  dung  is  found  injnrions,  by 
producing  weeds.  From  three  to  four  bushels  of  seed  are  origi- 
nally sown  per  acre ;  and,  in  general,  a  small  additional  quantity 
of  seed  is  thrown  on  every  year.  The  average  produce  may, 
probably,  be  placed  at  about  a  ton  and  a  half  for  every  acre.  When 
sainfoin  was  new  to  the  iaiid  it  would  last  for  fifteen,  and,  as 
some  assert,  for  twenty  years.  Now  that  it  is  familiar  with  the 
soil,  fiy^,  or  at  most  seven  years,  are  usually  the  extent  of  its 
duration.  Lucem  is  only  partially  cultivated;  but, on  the  stone- 
brash  land,  when  regularly  manured,  it  has  been  mown  three 
times  a  year,  and  been  found  to  yield  a  great  burthen.  There 
IB  not  any  of  this  plant  to  be  seen  in  the  country  south  of  Oxford. 
The  Oxfordshire  farmers  well  know  the  value  of  clover,  and  they 

rear 

*  Id  tlie  neighbourhood  of  Burford  one-seventh  of  the  arable  land  is^  under 
sainfoin ;  a  proportion,  perhaps,  not  to  be  met  with  iu  any  other  county. 
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ntrcrD|ii'prediictive«  on  the  aTerage,  of  one  ton  and  a  half  per 

acre ;  but^  in  this  county,  as  in  others,  clover  is  found  to  cloy 

the  gniad  tm  too  frequent  a  repetition.      It  then  dies  away  in 

wiafer  and  spring,   and  the  land  is  empluitically  said  to  be  sick 

o/ii.    Trefoil  is  considered  valuable,  but  ray-grass,  (especially  if 

vitbout  a  mixture  of  cocksfoot,}  is  held  in  little  esteem. 

When  Dr.  Plot  traversed  this  county  the  implements  used  in 

baibaiidry  were  few  indeed^     Hcspectiug  the  ploughs  he  says  *, 

"Ibere  aire  two  sorts  used  in  Oxfordtihire,  the  ybo^  and  wheel 

pIoi^phy'wlMreof  the  first  is  used  in  deep  and  clay  lands,  being 

aeendingly  fitted  with  a  broad  Jin  share,  and  the  horses  going 

always  in  sl  string  to  avoid  pochhig  the  land ;  and  the  second 

in  the  Jighter  and  stony  land,  the  horses  either  going  in  a  string, 

or  two  a-breast,  accfirding  as  thought  most  suitable  to  the  tillage 

in  .hand.     This  plough,  when  used  in  stony  laud,  is  armed  with 

a  round  pointed  share,  having  also,  near  the  chep  of  the  plough, 

^  snail  fin  to  cut  the  roots  of  the  grass,  for  iu  this  land  the 

bnadfinjonpa  out  of  the  ground.     The  ybo^-plough  does  best 

at  the  beating,  or  ending,  of  a  laud ;  wher^s  the  wheel-plough, 

if  care  and  discretion  do  not  meet  iu  the  holder,  is  apt  to  over- 

tbiDw  there,  the  land  being  ridged ;  but  goes  much  more  lightsome 

and  easy  for  the  horses  than  ilie  foot-plough  doth/'      Besides 

the  ploughs,  the  common  harrow,  the  beetle,  (for  breaking  the 

clumps,)  and  the  common   roller,  lie  notices  only  the  following 

implements :  "  A  roller  cut  neither  smooth,   nor  to  angles^  but 

notched  deep,  aud  pretty   broad,   after  the  manner  of  a  tvsscla, 

or  lattice,  so  that  the  protuberant  paits  remained  almost  as    bi^ 

as  the  foot  nf  a  horse,   by  which,  being  large  and  weighty,  the 

jBoltivator  could  so  hrmly  press  the  light  land  as  to  settle  the 

corn,  which,  if  the  land  had  been  left  hollow,  would    inevitably 

have  been  choaked  by  the  xcetds  to  which  the  land  Mas  subject." 

Anolber  roller,  (which,  however,  he  had  not  seen,)  "  set  the  whole 

leugth  with  plates  of  steel  prominent  from  the  body  of  the  roll 

about  au  inch  aud  a  hall;    thus  contrived  for  the  quicker  catling 

C  4  of 
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ofturfvhich,  drawn  first  one  way,  and  croM  again  at  right  an- 
gles, cots  the  turf  into  squares."  And  "  a  great,  weighty,  tri- 
angular h&rrow,  whose  tines  btood  not  iu  rows  after  the  manner  of 
othera,  its  use  being  in  ground  much  subject  to  qaiteh-grast, 
whose  roots,  it  aeenis,  continually  {i^ssing  between  the  tinea  of 
other  harrowB,  are  not  so  easily  dmgged  fDrlh  by  them  as  thiB, 
whose  tines  stand  not  in  rows,  and  is  drawn  with  one  of  the  ang(e> 
foremost,  after  the  manner  of  a  wedge."  * 

Modern  Oxfordshire"  has  been  rather  slow  iu  reccimg  ^ 
novel  implements  coustruuted  in  neighbouring  counliei ;  bat  still 
the  catalogue  ia  highly  satisfactory,  when  compared  with  that  of 
the  I7th  century.  "  The  ploughs  most  cointnordy  nsed  are  those 
with  two  wheels,  the  beam  resting  on  a  pretty  high  fore  carriage; 
or  those  with  one  wheel,  the  beam  tow :  both  having  straight 
inould-hoards,  or  but  tittle  v.uicil."t  The  WiDsbiie,  the  Gla- 
morgan,  and  Gloucester  ploughs  have,  likenisc,  been  tried  in  se< 
Teral  parts,  with  success  proportionrd  to  the  varieties  of  soil; 
and  several  revolving  ploughs  hate  been  invented,  which,  how- 
ever fancifully  constructed  in  the  apprehension  of  common  hM 
mere,  ought  at  least  to  pass  the  nrdeal  of  deliberate  experiment 
before  they  arc  despised.  At  Burl'ord  "  a  ruling  roUer  hM 
been  manufactured,  composed  of  twelve  wheels,  two  iuchea  aDl 
a  half  thick,  and  between  them  a  space  of  two  inches  and  ft  halt 
They  are  three  feel  diameter.  The  inventor  loads  them  ao  ai  bt 
be  sufficient  work  for  six  oxen,  and  passes  them  over  wheat  after  it 
ia  sown,  or  after  itis  up;  and,  if  dry,  cross  and  cross.  In  spring 
he  has  used  it  also  upon  wheat ;  it  leaves  the  sur&cc  rough  ia 
diamonds,  which  he  finds  naefnl."  J  Scarifiers  and  srnfflcrs,  M 
mnch  esteemed  in  districts  where  a  light  friable  loam  predomi- 
nates, are  here  very  rare.      The  following  opinion,  forwarded  t« 

ths 

*  TliCK  citriclt  prove  ibe  futloiii  itsle  of  agiicullurc  .it  ilie  (kfIdi).     Tha 

yroond,  we  find,  wal  cncumbcird  wilh  a  matt  of  weedi,  antl  ibe  iniiilFinenfi 

in  cDiunifin  nw  were  quite  intuScipiil  to  ihi  purgiuKi  or  cleaning,  iii>d  duly 

*iiliaii^ine  llie  land  when  liirdened  and  buund  l>y  such  ficqucnl  fallowing 

♦  VouDg.A6rJ.Siir.T6.  J  Voung,p.  78. 
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t^^dltmral  nrrflyovA^y  ^  leifecliMe  iiMlifiJmil,  coneetily 
GfraMt  Ibe  MBtuMBt  prtTuling  in  Um  conatj^*^"  thefcihioi^* 
«Ue  mrifiors  and  aoaflen  of  Lmdon  baTe  been  tiidl  and  iou 
piodedL  When  the  sli^k  of  the  laad  io  thin,  and  the  ialMNa 
oealtiTaled^  it  met  be  by  degrees  only  Ihat  it  can  be  readenl 
Ik  far  cettiTatioa,  aad  Ihat  by  phiwiqg  occaaifiBaUy  deeper,  and 
ftrtiliM^.the  ml  ip  the  interini.  The  operatieii  of  the  ■ihiMk 
iite  vofe  thetwe  eortaof  apil  before  iartiUzatioa  of  the  aobeoil: 
flpd  hcaee  the  kad*  ^  vMd  beeogM  a  atof  of  weedat*'  Am  the 
jhOTeaanediiefleMeatB  aie»  bowe?^,  only  of  kteintoodaetioi^jl 
iafetj  fgobaWe  that  the  opiaiiOQ  of  the  eounty  may  alter,  wf^ 
Ihep  a  iatora  mter  vill  be  nartioaed  id  adfaneiiif  foite  aa  amgf 
aignptata  in  their  AtTour.  SUia-eoDltem  are  need  by  aofj^ 
ifriealtnriata,  and  aeeA  to  be  rather  approved  whea  the  land  ia 
fiptj.  '  Thieahinf -milla  are  ataled  by  Mr.  Young  to  be  fre* 
wbea  he  made  hia  aarvey,  and  aincei  that  period  they  have 
with  inereaaed  lapidity.  Indeed,  it  seema  likely  that  they 
ViB,  ia  the  eooiaK  of  a  fery  few  yeara,  enlirely  aupj^antthatrade 
aad  waatefal  inataraAent  the  flail,  on  erery  farm  of  oonaefoenee. 
Tie  km^ti  hoe  b  ftr  fiem  being  in  Gomnwn  nae,  though  it  ia  oc* 
eeaionaDy  foond  ia  aome  diaUicta  *. 

LEABB6,  BENT,  TITHE,  &C. 

Leases,  or  agreements  between  the  landlord  and  tenant  for  the 
kiter  to  talce  the  usafmct  of  the  laud  for  a  stipulated  term  of  years, 
and  no  loitger,  at  a  prescribed  ratio  of  recompense,  appear  to 
bave  chiefly  grown  into  custom  within  the  last  century.  Pre- 
vioas  to  that  period  the  landholders  retained  too  much  of  the  dig- 
nity 

*  Mr.  Yoang,  Agri.  Snr.  p. 75,  sa^t  that  "he  could  not  find  ahone-bo« 
h  the  counter ,**  which  is  a  tarprising  circomfttanco,  since  his  correspondent;* 
Mr  Lovudf  s  of  firightwell  Grove,  as^nret  him  that  the  hone-hoe  husbandry 
u  wdi  known  in  kis  ueighbourlmod.  In  the  viciuage  of  Woodstock,  of  Wit* 
B^,  and  ill  scYeral  of  the  south-western  parts  of  Oxfvrdshire,  he  might  also 
have  Del  with  the  practice. 
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nity  of  ehitalroiit  knfghtliood,  to  regBri  their  tenaotv  as  any 
<^tlier  than  a  relic  of  the  yillains  of  the  feodal  system ;  and  with 
such  a  suhordtnate  class  they  scorned  to  enter  into  any  resemblance 
of  an  imnratable,  though  just,  compact  With  the  extension  of 
coramerce»  and  the  improyement  of  agricnltnre,  a  new  character 
of  opinion  took  place.  When  the  tenant  foaftd  that  an  enlarged 
system  of  agricultural  operattou  required  an  inyestment  of  capi- 
tMi,  he,  natorally,  demanded  a  security  for  the  deposit.  This 
suggestion  removed  the  }|ononrahle  tie  which  had,  for  so  many 
ages^  caused  the  landlord  to  look  on  the  husbandmen  of  his  dis* 
triet  as  the  natural  children  of  his  patrimony ;  and  he  imme- 
diately began  to  treat  with  them  aa  man  opposed  to  man,  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view.  Thus  the  tenant  at  first  appeactni  to 
gain  a  benefit ;  but,  when  once  the  spirit  of  commercial  calcula- 
tion was  introduced  between  himself  and  his  lord,  'the  aucient 
bond,  involving  humility  on  the  one  part,  and  dignified  patronage 
on  the  other^  was  at  an  end.  The  land  became  a  marketable 
commodity,  aud  the  terms  on  which  a  new  bargain  was  procured 
must  depend  on  the  temperature  of  the  national  exchange.  This 
alteration  of  principle  has  led  to  a  dangersus  predicament.  I'he 
associating  link  of  supremacy  and  deference  once  severed^  the 
landlord  wants,  to  proceed  a  step  farther.  He  wishes  to  possess 
tenants  without  a  lease,  yet  tenants  for  whom  he  does  not  feel  thai 
paternal  sentiment  of  patronage^  cherished  by  his  predecessors. 
The  evils  of  this  contingency  are  felt  in  most  counties,  but  in  aoue 
more  than  in  Oxfordshire. 

Some  few  individuals  may  be  found  who  grant  leases  for  four- 
teen, or  even  for  twenty -one  years;  but,  in  general,  »e\en  yeara 
form  the  extent  of  the  allotted  term.  "  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chippingnorton  none  are  granted,  or  what  are  next  to  none.  The 
longest  is  six  yetLn,  prescribing  the  six  crops ;  but,  more  com- 
monly, nothing  more  than  an  agreement,  voidable  in  many  cases 
at  six  months'  notice.''  *  Many  of  the  great  landholders,  in  all 
parts  of  the  county,  will  grant  no  lease  whatever;  and,  in  several 

districts^ 

*  Young's  Agri.  Sur.  p.  68. 
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ttttidM,  the  Unant  is  happy  to  ayail  himself  of  a  permissim  to 
cnhifite  with  legal  security  the  foar  crops  nsually  soccessiTe  on 
bis  hud.  This  system  of  intended  private  agg^randizenent  assuredly 
operates  prejudicially  on  the  public  weal.     It  is  a  common  opi- 
DJoii  in  Oxfordshire,  that  land  worth  twenty  shillings  per  annum 
without  a  lease  wouA  be  worth  thirty  shillings  if  secured  to  the 
use  of  the  cnltiTator  for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years.     It  is  evi- 
dent, that  ^is  incfeased  value  can  only  arise  from  the  extra 
quantity  of  gratn,  or  marketable  food,  {produced  by  the  practice 
of  secure  tiHage.     Every  circumstance  connected  with  agricul-  ^ 
tare  moves  in  slow  progress.     I'he  day  roust,  undoubtedly,  come 
when  the  Oxfordshire  landlord  and  renter  will  perceive  that  the 
advancement  of  public  benefit  is  a  mutual  accommodation  to  them- 
selves. 

The  Cairros  vary  much  in  size;  hut,  in  general  character,  they 
are  not  so  large  as  in  most  other  parts  of  England.     "  The 
largest  farms  in  the  rich  Thame  District  do  not  usually  exceed 
900  acres.     About  Stoken-ash  there  are  none  capable  of  main* 
taiahig  more  than  200,  or  300,  sheep.     For  some  miles  ai'ound 
Blenheim,  fumn  are  in  general  from  100  to  500  acres.''*    To 
this  it  may  be  added,  tliat  there  are  many  farms  in  the  Forest 
DiviKJon  so  small  as  not  to  pay  more  rent  than  twenty  pounds  per 
annum.      It  must  be  obvious,  that  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  abso- 
lutely impossible,  to  form  a  just  notion  of  the  prevailing  retit  in 
a  coynty.     The  price  paid  for  the  use  of  land  depends  much  ou 
many  peculiar  circumstances;  among  which  the  number  of  acres 
rented,  and  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  a  lease,  hold  the 
principal  rank.     Young  conjectures  the  following  to  be  the  pro- 
portion of  rents  in  1S07  :—Thc  red  land  thirty  shillings,  stone- 
Hrash  twenty   shillings,  Chiltern  sixteen   shillings,  and   miscel- 
laneous twenty-five  shillings.     According  to  this  statement  the 
average  is  22s.  lOd.   per  acre,  and  the  whole  rental  of  the  county 
t>43,2971.  Is.  6d.     But  it  is  probable  that,  since  that  period,  rent 

has 

•  Yooiig,  p.  SO. 
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Iiu  risen  througihoiil  tLc  whole  county  at  leut  in  tbc  proportjra 
of  oiie-fiftii  parL  In  the  year  1768,  the  atci'age  rent  of  inclosed 
laada  was  supposed  to  be  twenty  BhilHngs,  aitd  that  of  open  fields 
nine  shillings  per  acre. 

The  Hike  of  Oxforilshire  is  of  various  deticriiitions.  "  A  few 
rectors  have  one  in  fiftecu,  and  others  one  iirtwcaty.  This  arosa 
from  VLiried  cudowmciits ;  half  llie  litlie  wai  settled  uu  the  rector, 
and  the  other  half,  perhaps,  given  to  some  religious  liouse;  and, 
on  tlie  suppretisiou,  came  into  lay-hjnds.  Tlist  tl)e  tithes  cane 
from  tlic  liiiid-onucr  appears  from  the  muuor-fiirm,  aud  thai  only, 
being  in  r,a  many  cases  tithe-free."*  Tithe  is  seldom  taken  in 
kind,  and  the  usual  nitc  of  com  posit!  on  for  arable  laud  (airly  let 
may,  jicihaps,  be  etiited  at  onc-fuurth  of  the  rent. 

rROOltESS  OF  ISCL05I.MI,  W*STES,  &C. 


Except  the  dreary  district  termed  Olmoor,  nnd  the  extensive  ^ 
wilds  appertaining  to  the  forest  of  M'hiehwnfld,  llie  'uastr  land  •( 
Oxfnrdshire  i^  comparatively  small.  The  common  of  Otuoor  ia 
situate  near  Islip,  aud  contains  about  4000  acres,  tlic  whole  «f 
which  lie  nearly  oil  a  level,  and  are  completely  Inundated  in  wot 
seasons.  Eight  adjoining  towuships  possess  a  right  uf  commoB> 
age  «n  this  dismal  tracts  but,  as  this  right  i»  possessed  wilhoul 
alint,  the  abuses  are  very  grcal,  aud  many  cattle  arcplitced  there, 
to  feed  which  really  belong  to  persons  who  have  no  privilege  tn 
reap  benefit  from  the  waste.  Tlie  soil  of  tlic  comuiou  is  a  good 
loam,  and  if  inclostd,  draincil,  and  duly  managed,  would  on* 
doubledly  prove  highly  amenable  to  the  purposes  of  aftriculture. 
The  operation  of  draining  miglit  be  eflected  with  much  ease;  for 
thougili  the  moor  sppearii  level  to  the  eye  there  is,  really,  a  au^ 
ficieut  iueijuality  of  surface  to  cause  the  waters  to  draw  down  lo 
one  particular  paitj  aud  tjie  river  Ray  runs  directly  across  it. 
The  herbage,  wliJcli  shoots  up,  in  seemiug  luxuriance,  daring  the 

vuminer 
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<iiiMMf  msBt^,  is  nuik,  au4  not  only  very*  apt  to  rot  slieep  ^, 
kit  m  pmbctive  o£  a  |ieciatiar  distemper  among  tfae  largier  cattle  * 
called  in  tlie  ndghbourliood  the  moor^'Cvil.     The  cottage  ap- 
peal to  reap  tbe  greatest  benefit  froai  Otaioor.    He  turns  oit 
iittle  exoepl  geese  ;^  and  the  coarse^  aquatic,  sward  of  this  wasle 
is  well  soiled  io  the  wants  and  constitution  of  Lik  flock.    Tlie  dii- 
gostiBg  cAnfia  arising  from  tbe  weedy  recesses  of  this  large  tract 
wowld  seem  likely  to  tend  much  towards  the  iojary  of  huaMin 
beallk ;  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  ifiterroittentH  are  n^riy  so 
fireqnoit  in  tbe  vicinage  aas  night  be  apprehended.     Someja- 
4ieieaB  iatliTidnab  projected,  a  few  years  back,  the  iudosore  of 
Oinwiui ;  bvt  the  plan  set  with  nnch  local  opposition,  and  wae  at 
kngtb  afaiadoned. 

In  the  psrlieas  of  Wiiichwood  Forest  th^e  are  exteosive  tracts 
ef  waste  giwond,  tbe  commonage  of  which  is  confined,  by  right,  to 
hones  and  sheep;  but  the  instances  of  illegal  assumption  aro 
noaeroas,  and  cattle  of  almost  every  description  may  be  seen 
iieariy  in  every  part  The  soil  of  the  forest  is  generally  either 
tbe  red  loam,  or  the  stonebrash  so  frequent  in  the  county. 

The  other  commons  of  Oxfordshire  are  chiefly  to  be  found 
among  the  Cliiltern  hills,  in  districts  ^liicb,  though  denuded,  are 
too  steep  for  the  plough ;  and  in  the  norlhern  part  of  tlie  county, 
where  there  are  many  ranges  of  Down-land  appropriated  to  the 
pasturage  of  young  cattle,  or  (in  some  few  instances)  to  that  oi 
oxen  used  for  the  purpose  of  tillage. 

The  system  of  inclosing  has  been  encouraged,  as  was  before 
observed,  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  inclosures  in  the  first 
forty  years  of  his  present  majesty's  reign  amounted  in  number  to 
forty-one,  and  in  quantity   of  land   to  GS,480  acres  f .      Since 

which 

•  An  instance  is  mentioned  in  Youiis's  A;:Ticultural  Survcv  of  one  fanner 
who  turned  seventeen  score  of  sheep  lo  graze  on  this  cuimnon,  the  whole 
oi  vrhlch  he  lost  by  the  rot,  except  three.  Iti  the  same  work  it  is  said  that 
cattle  benefit  about  twenty  shillings  per  head  (Ii:dcj)cndcnl  ol  the  hazard  of 
Jcsstbroa^h  d-*ea»e)  by  a  sumraor's  pastur.'ge. 

J  Youn2,  \).  8^. 
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/which  the  iaBtanceii  of  inclotnre  have  btten  numeroiuu  The  ad- 
vaotaget  we  aneqaivocal.  The  laodiord  has  gained  an  in- 
creaae  of  rent^  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one.  The  food 
raised  for  man  ia  considerably  greater  *,  and  the  fiomer  has  not 
only  obtained  an  improvement  of  circnmstaoces,  hot  a  capacity 
tot  good  management,  and  a  general  enlargement  of  idea. 

Oxfordshire  does  not  posseM  much  to  interest  the  examiner,  in 
the  department  of  live  stock,  as  it  has  no  pecnliar  breed  of  its 
•wn,  and  has  not  adopted  any  particular  race  with  so  much  pre- 
ference as  to  canse  it  to  form  a  leading  feature  in  the  mral 
«oonoBics  of  the  county.  Where  a  hrm  is  under  the  dairy-sya- 
tem,  it  has  been  remarked,  that  the  bng*homed  cows  are  generally 
most  esteemed :  these  are  frequently  brought  from  Leicest^vhixe. 
The  Yorkshire,  the  Herefordshire,  and  various  crosses  are  also  oc- 
casionally found.    In  regard  to  hones,  it  may  be  observed,  that. 

the 


•  The  following  ttatcnieiit,  in  the  Agricoltural  Survey,  of  the  increate  and 
decrease  rciuUing  from  ipclosure  in  sevaral  parishes,  appears  interesting :   .^f 


BARLEY. 


InclosfiTei  .•• 
Increased  in 
Decreased  in 
As  before  in 


f9 
14 
13 


OATS. 

Inclosores 31 

Increased  in ft9 

Decreased  in  •  • •  •  •  •  2 

FULSk. 

Indosures 9b 

Increased  in   11 

Decreased  in     If 

As  before  in  2 

• 

CATTLE. 

Indosures    • 13 

Increased  in 9 1 


Decreasedia .•••..  1 

As  before  in  ••••.•^••.   .  •«,  3 

DAIRY. 

Inclosnres •••-  18 

Increased  in  .. ^.  •. • •*••  13 

Decreasedin 1 

Asbefbrein .«•  4 

SHEEP. 

Indosures  •••.. 8 

Increased  in  •••. .•••...•.•-•  8 

TURNIPS. 

Increased  in •  4 

POTATOES. 

Increased  in 3 

ARTIFICIAL  GRASS. 

Increased  in  ...... X 
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tibe  fflndice  premih  in  muty  diirtri^U  of  nol  tdbring  them  to  re* 

■nu  m  tho  itaUct  •!  Bigkt    Wliero  the  famen  m  ia  the  iMbit 

^  jelfief  tiieir  konee,  etinfimi  is  eonudered  highly  prefenble  to 

dofer.    The  Berkshire  hreed  ofAtep  was  fomerly  the  niesl  fli- 

▼aored ;  bet,  Istterly,  the  Sooth  Downs  hare  risen  into  slnch  es- 

teeD«  and  seem  to  be  gfadnaUy  spreading  over  the  whole  eonnty. 

The  fans  of  Oxihidshn«  are  nsnally  wdl  stocked  with  shesp  *. 

The  Beritshiie  kog$  are  the  kind  most  commonly  seen;  and, 

vbile  mentioning  this  animal,  it  may  he  proper  to  oboar? e,  that 

boars  are  fed  in  the  ndghbonrhood  of  Onlbrd  for  the  pnr- 

«r  mking  faimwn,  an  article  of  mvch  reqnest  in  that  city*. 

One  experimental  enltinftor  enconrages  the  breed  of  domestic 

rmkbifi  to  a  considerable  extent.  He  has  some  hnndreds  of  stock, 

and  fads  that  they  prodace  sufficient  mannre  for  twenly-six  acres 

annnally. 

•  Dr«  Plot  if  too  crcdnloui  a  writer  to  be  implicitly  acoepCed  as  snthority, 

bat  Us  aieiitioii  aftkeep,  in  the  "  Natnral  Hittorj  of  Oafonkbire,*'  i§>  at  aoy 

me^  detenriog  of  observation  in  a  Dote : — "  Of  foot  footed  beaati  that  chew 

facadtbey  bave  a  tortofiheep  etteemed  hi  this  country  for  tbeir  edih 

maaiij  bearing  two  lambt  at  a  tine ;  wbcnoe  tbey  have  obtained  tbe  sews 

(tboBgb  flofoewhat  an  improper  one)  of  doHbtt  ewes.     But  there  are  moch 

straag«r  ttieep,  thuugb,  perhaps*  not  so  pro6rabIe,  at  Ricot,  in  the  park  of 

Lord  Sorrey*,  brought  hither  irom  some  other  parts  of  England  aud  Walei, 

but  now  breeding  here  :  of  which  aoine  of  them  at  first  had  fix  or  eight  homa 

a-piece!  but  the  number,  upon  mixture  of  their  generation  with  other  sheep, 

-is  sioee  diminished.     However,  there  remain  still  two  of  them  with   very 

Mrmge  htadt,  having  each  four  bonis;  one  of  them  with  two  larger  ones 

isstting  from  the  top  of  its  head,  bending  forwards,  and  two  side  ones  coming 

ODt  from  under  its  ears,  and  bending  round  towards  its  mouth ;   and  the 

other  having  two  large  horns  standing  pretty  upright  on  it«  head,  and  two 

Mde  cues  proceeding  from  under  the  cars,  like  the  former,  and  bending  round 

to  the  cheeks,  into  which  they  would  grow  (and  so  in  the  whole  kind)  wtrc 

they  not  prevented  by  being  timely  cut  off.     And  ns  these  are  remarkable  for 

their  many  horns,  there  was  nnother  sheep  once  there  that  excelled  all  tbe 

mt  i«  ii$  being  a  nnicifm  :  having  a  single  horn  growing  almost  in  the  mid- 

<lle  of  its  forehead,  twenty*one  inches  long."    Tlie  head  of  this  latter  prodigy 

^»  Plot  informs  us  was  preserved  at  Ricot   at  the  time  of  his  writing,  and 

there  are  several  plates  in  the  Natural  History  illustrotive  of  this  singular 

"  Breed." 
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aaaiially.  He  toppoMS  that  the  carctee  of  this  litfle  flUHJ, 
which  18  flo  i]i|}iirioiu  to  egrioritore  when  in  «  wiUitate,  repays 
the  eipense  of  feediDg,  and  the  nanare  ia  of  a  rery  JeeiraMe  4o- 
Mriptioiu 

W00D8,  PIANTATIONS,  &€. 

Camden  describes  the  woods  of  Oxfordshire  as  fiNrming  one  of 
the  chief  boasts  of  the  county ;  and  Plot  admits,  that  anciently 
soch  might  haye  been  the  fact,  but  says  that,  "  owing  to  the  lats 
unhappy  wars/'  (the  civil  contests  in  the  reign  of  C!harlea  I.) 
**  wood  has  become  so  scarce^  that  it  is  a  common  thing  to  sell  it 
^y  weight;  and  not  only  at  Oxford,  but  in  many  other  places  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  sliire,  where,  if  brought  to  Mereai,  ii 
is  ordinarily  sold  for  abont  one  shilling  the  hundred;  but,  if 
remote  irom  a  great  town,  it  may  be  had  for  s^veupenoe.''  This 
seems  a  Tory  extraordinary  circumstance,  and  can  be  only  ac- 
counted for  by  the  want^  at  that  period,  of  inland  ooab,  which 
are  now  so  plentifully  introduced  to  the  county.  Fag^^woad 
may,  at  this  time,  be  purchased  in  most  parts  of  Oxfordshin  lor 
twelve  shillinga  the  hundred  faggots^  and  gmbbed  wood  {or  note) 
for  about  twenty-one  shillings  the  waggon  load.  Except  in  the 
▼ery  northern  districts,  and  omitting  the  article  of  oak,  Oxford* 
shire  may  at  present  be  certainly  termed  a  well-wooded  county. 

The  whole  of  the  Cbiltem  division  abounds  in  beech,  andhaabeea 
supposed  by  some,  with  much  appearance  of  truth,  to  form  a  past 
of  that  great "  forest,''  described  by  Leland,  as  stretclfing  IM- 
miles  westward  from  the  border  of  Kent  "  Tiie  beech  woods  of 
Oxfordshire,''  says  Mr.  Davis,  in  his  Original  Report*,  "  consist 
of  trees  growing  on  their  own  stems,  produced  by  the  foiling  of 
the  beech  mast,  as  very  little  is  permitted  to  grow  on  the  old 
stoob,  which  are  generally  grubbed  up.  They  are  drawn  occa- 
sionally, 

•  This  Report  is  so  tnily  valuable,  that  those  who  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  inspecting  it  must  feel  cause  to  regret  that  the  Board  did  not  publish  it  at 
length.  9 . 
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rfviDy,  hmag  never  MM  M  at  oaM^  eneepi  Ihr  IIm  pwpoM  of 
Ik  Inrf  nio  liihgft,  wIiMl  bM  bicn  Midb  pncti^ 
It  rtqam  mm  jvdIgMtBt  to  thtetimo  woods  to 
tkit  tho  fnwnl  otodt  iy  aol  huig  too  unek  over  tiM  aoedlingt^ 
at  the  HMO  two  tlMl»  in  a  ooatb  topoet^  an  injwj  may  tako 
phcobyospoaiagtkoioiltoo  MBciitothoaaB;  for  it  is  to  bo  ob* 
OKvad,  tbat  tto  aortb  ride  of  a  bill  will  prodaoo  a  better  growth 
of  beoob  thaa  tto  aootb  aide.  The  aocoeeaioD  of  young  troeo 
m  hmA  wood  ia  widi  iigarod  by  adaiitliBg  abeep,  or  otber  eat* 
tlo^  laAa  then;  and,  tboagb  itia  obaervod  by  aome  that  aboep  do 
IB  winter,  wben  tbe  leaf  ia  od^  yet  it  ia  the  opiaion 
that  the  wool  whiob  ia  left  haugiog  oa  the  yoang  tftoek 
to  iti  growth,  ovea  lopposing,  what  ia  doabtfai,  tbat 
the  ahecp  do  not  erop  theaiL  There  are  eomo  oak  and  ash  troea 
ia  theM  woada»  dispersed  anong  the  beeeb,  which  have  apmag 
ap  ia  pkoea  whore  the  aeeda  have  ihopped^  or  been  carried  by 
biidB»  llMao  aeldoai  grow  to  any  great  balk^  though  aometimea 
Is  great  leiigtbs.  bat  they  are  not  very  numerous.'' 

la  Iha  Xmrut  af  ffUekmodd  the  oak,  the  iub/the  beech,  and 
dbit  em  failmixod.    Of  tiie  first  amat  noble  and  beneficial  tree 
1  Bwiority  ia  seen;  but,  though  the  oaks  of  Whichwood  are  iiu- 
■erons  and  thriving,  there  are  not  many  nfhioh  are  likely  to 
be  ready,  in  at  least,  the  next  half  century  for  naval  use.    The 
tib  seems  a  favourite  with  the  soil,  and  in  both  abundant  and 
fioaiishing.     Beech  is  frequent,  but  the  elm  is  comparatively 
ieUom  fcand.    The  coppicei  of  Whichwood  Forest  are  its  most 
prsitable  production.    Of  these  there  are  thirty-four ;  eighteen 
of  wUeh  beloBg  to  the  king,  twelve  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
m4  fear  to  certain  individuals.    The  coppice*wood  belonging  to 
liis  Majesty  is  usually  cut  at  eighteen  years'  growth;  and  that 
sppertainiag  to  tbe  Duke  at  twenty-one.     Tlie  emolument  de- 
rived from  each  aere  is  about  six  shillings  per  annum.    The  open 
(art  of  the  forest  produces  nothing  but  brush-fuel,  (which,  though 
neagre,  is  still  found  useful  by  tbe  poor)  and  food  for  the  deer, 
vhicb  are  exeeedingly  numerous.     When  a  coppice  is  cat,  the 
VoL,XIF.  D  tord 
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Lord  oftlie  Dom&iii  causes  a  ht.<il»e  and  ditch  Ui  be  formed  round 
Die  site,  for  the  terra  of  seven  jears,  until  the  expiration  of 
which  period  no  jierson  possessed  of  commonable  right  can  enter 
vith  his  eaUle.  The  followlDg  abstract  shews  the  AUnlmeat* 
into  which  the  forest  is  divided; — 

Statute  Measure. 

King's  Coppices 1649  -i  10 

Baron's  dilto  (D.ike  of  Marlborough).. 1041  3  17 

(Mr.FetlypIace,  &c.)  346  0  33 

Keeper's  Lodges  and  Lawns 134  0  S3 

The  open  Forea  3iSl  I  li 

5593    0     18 

The  Chase  woodi 497    3      4 

BUndforU  Park 639     1     17 

6720     1     39 


h 


In  the  vicinity  of  Stanton  .St.  John  are  considerable  tncto  of 
woodland,  in  which  the  oak  is  frequent,  called  the  quarters;  and 
there  are  many  expanses  of  nearly  a  similar  description  in  varioni 
other  parts  of  the  county. 

The  ^cat  price  Ial«1y  paid  for  timber,  and  tlie  high  rent  of- 
fered for  urable  land,  have  acted  as  irresistible  temptations  with 
many  huidlords;  and  ronsidenihlc  ranges  of  wood  have  accardinj^Iy 
beeu  grubbed  up.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  recent  plantationa 
arc  numtions  throughout  the  county;  and,  as  an  instance,  itnifty 
be  ubserscd,  that  the  jin-sent  Duke  of  Martborongh  entirely 
planted  the  tircat  Belt  at  Blenheim,  the  extent  of  which  ia  not 
less  than  tliirteen  miles. 

The  RIVERS  of  Ux.'onlbhiTe  form  the  most  pleasing  feature  in 
a  detail  of  its  natural  oircumstancca;  and  the  canal,  which  iinilea 
it*  main  stream  with  the  ^cat  flow  of  the  Severn,  is  Hn  ho- 
nouroble  proof  of  the  commercial  and  enterprising  spirit  which 
pervades  the  comity.     The  natural  historians,  who  hftve  staled 

the 


JfceiiMlW  <f  TTTOW  whkfc  Arf  a  MUia  liuMgh  Otfeidriiii^ 
to  bt  M  ktos'  tktnlhni  •eova  and  ten/  baTJ  aot  it  iD-^ia^ge* 
nieiL  BaioliTdlqrrf  taMifth  bMilifitnan.iiiditBmy  beeott« 
iimly  WBrtei,  that  no  dulrici  of  Bngkfd  ia  tetter  'vattnl 

^■■■a  tkaaa  nmeiaaB  aeaaden^  die  Thaio^  the  Ma,  the 

CfanpeO^  tha  Ewrnktitt;  aad  Wiodhub,  daiM  priority  of  nak; 

baltbegraatprMe  ioif  tlie  eoaaty  ia  that  ooaAoeBee  of  the  lor* 

■er  tm»  wUdb  cioaatilulee  tha  rirer  Thaiaei*,  a  atream  that 

■aaeaa  to  arery  pait  of  the  gMba,  rinoe  a  Iwle  of  gooda 

heplaeedaa  "^  tha  frail  iboti*f  of  a  phnk/'  a*  oai 

Oxted;  and,  after  petfonaiag  a  ofllaplele  eirana* 

throDgh  the  aradiam  of  diflbrent  Toteeb,  may  hia 

at  aaother  point   of  the  mff,  witlnNit  having  onee 

land.    That  the  eommareiat  advaatagea  ariaiog  froai  tiie 

widy  aada  ef .  aenveyaaee  aflbrded  hy  the  TbanMS  are  ineati* 

wMb,  Biant  he  obrioaa  to  every  peiaoa  who  viewa  the  heavy 

M|^ti  ithieh  are  drawn  with  eompatathre  eaae  over  iti  hoaooi ; 

aa^  aa  aaJataral  «ircan»lanee  prodoetive  of  ornamient,  of  heiltV, 

Hd  pleaiara,  neidier  native  mr  traveler  can  eaafly  heitow  on  It 

aa  aadne  height  of  cliaracter.     Respecting  tiie  conroe  of  this 

M^eslic  river  through  Oxfordshire^  and  the  pictorial  beatitiet 

feraed  hy  its  progress,  Mr.  Skrioe  f  has  so  ably  anticipated  our 

iideaded  deacription^  that  we  are  induced  (though  compelled  oii 

D  2  talcing 

*  It  if  with  much  reluctance,  that  we  adopt  this  modern  division  of  tb« 

Thaiaes  into  two  rirers.     The  improprictjr  of  such  a  division  has  been  befor* 

Mated  in  the  Beauties  of  England,  &c.  under  the  article  Berkshire,  page  86  ; 

Md,  twQredtj,  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle  (and  in  sereral  charters  still  older 

rttia  many  parts  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle)  the  rirer  is  styled  Thames,  or  TemM, 

ia<iiitricunB€h  above  Dorchester,  where  the  confluence  takes  place  betweea 

tke  Thaiae  and  presamed  Isia.    But  the  distinction^  botvcrer  improper,  has 

l^Kn  lately  countenanced  in  the  proceedings  of  the  supremc.Jegislative  courts 

aad  t5  unifiorroly  taken  as  conect  in  common  usage.     It  is^bviously  a  vul* 

priim ;  but  when  the  learned  and  the  high  stoop  to  the  language  of  the  igno* 

^^,  a  writer  most  fall  into  the  tone,  for  the  attainment  of  perspicuity. 

f  In  hit "  General  Account  of  all  the  Riven  of  note  in  Great  Britnin." 
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taking  mme  freedoms  of  abbreviatioii)  to  firofit  hj  Ub 
rurary  and  elegance.  After  observing  tlimt  tlie  originml  fooBtein 
«»f  the  Thames,  like  the  source  of  the  Nile,  hw  occasiMWil  ■■eh 
controversy,  Mr.  Skrine  proceeds  to  say,  thai  the  alrauBS  vhidi 
uflTord  subject  of  contention  "  unite  near  Letehlade,  aad 
olisrurity  thrnuirh  the  plain  of  Oxfordshire,  by  the  pmllel 
which  has  Ihhmi  hikely  made  to  join  the  Seven  with  the  Thtara 
After  the  Votu  and  the  liCch  have  added  their  tribotvy  Ibffcei^ 
the  navii^atiou  of  this  river  (under  the  name  of  Isis)  pwipeily 
roromences ;  but  it  is  understood  to  be  long  vety  iMperfcel;  %nm 
its  winding  course,  and  its  prevailing  shaHows;  neither  in  the 
roanf ry  it  first  traverses,  dividing  the  ooontiea  of  Oxisnl  nd 
llnrkM,  at  all  pleasant,  as  it  pursues  its  way  alnoat  ■■si'ign  ia 
the  midst  of  an  unwearied  plain,  first  towavds  the  eut»  aad  after- 
wards inclining  towards  the  north.  In  this  level  the  Wmdmd^ 
joins  it  from  Burford  and  Witney,  and  the  more  pleasant  sinua 
of  the  livmhdc,  pursuing  nearly  the  same  direetiw  froM  the 
north-west,  dcmcends  from  Whichwood  Forest,  and  Ike  gical 
Ridin^^s  of  Charlbury,  united,  at  last,  with  a  smaller  itiiinmj 
wliicli  forms  the  great  Lake  in  Woodstock  Pftrk.  The  Us,  thvo 
augmented  turns  suddenly,  to  the  south,  washing  the  naned 
walls  of  Godstow  Nunnery.  The  vale  now  expands  into  a  apa- 
lions  luiipTiitheatre,  bounded  by  some  striking  hills,  in  the  cen<* 
Ire  of  which  the  majestic  towers,  domes,  and  spires  of  Oxford 
burNt  tipon  the  sight,  appearing  proudly  ranged  behind  the  thiok 
«hfldr  of  the  venerable  groves.  Here  the  Tsis  divides  itself  into 
«)irioii«  Hmiill  channels  as  it  traverses  the  meadows  of  Withan^ 
\t'n^\tmi)\(»rd  on  the  left,  and  passing  through  several  bandsone 
stone  bridges,  connected  by  a  grand  causeway,  which  forms  ite 
prlneipiil  np|iroaeli  from  the  west.  These  streoins  soon  re-nnit- 
inK,  the  river  tiiniti  round  the  city  towards  the  north-east,  and, 
rroMNed  by  iiM  tinrient  stone  bridge,  glides  beautifully  through 
till'  inuniellril  uiid  ornamented  meads  of  Christ-church,  A  sa- 
perb  W{«lk  of  etnis  beneath  this  spacious  college  fronts  its  mea* 
flow,  over  the  deep  foliage  of  which  the  Gothic  buildinga  of 

Christ* 


ippctr  Ml  tli^y  pride  m  fimf  JbfiKf  timMdvw 
fMhallf ,  witk  •  MotiwiDH  if  aU  Om  mmmmmm  tewcn  «r  tfe 
Unfwily,  iBt&adaKeiloftlMliit.  AUttklracr  itkjoiadi 
1^  the  GivnraK,  flowiag  from  the  MiA  of  Buboiy ,  eaipMiu^ 
M  the  oMrten  aide  of  Osfcrd  through  the  erdm  of  the  BngBi^^ 


**  The  OMutry  heeeiM  aow,  for  m  whik,  enre  iodeifd,  pad 

the  mmmtmm  phatattonii  wRoiaidiiig  Lord  Harcoart's  noble  oHt 

^  Nnaahaw  ana  itatiy  oppoaed  by  the  thick  wooda  of  Bagley,  itt 

Btatrahifo.   .Thedhiltem  hilla  oocapy  aU  along  the  back  gromd 

ata  dBilMea»  ftnuag  « ^ntTing  line  towarda  the  aoaih,  aometinea 

ekaihed  vith  thick  wooda  of  beech,  and  at  'otheia  pratrnding 

thdr  chalky  aidea  and  downiah  annimita  into  the  pbin«    The 

vindiaga  of  the  river  throagh  thia  great  lereL  are  frequent;  hot 

ili  diaaetian  ia  moatly  soathward^  a  little  inclined  to  the  eaat,  aa 

it  faaaea  hetveen  two  high  Beifcahira  hilla,  and  the  long  atmg«> 

l^lag  taiWB  of  Dorcheater,  in  OxiDrdahire.     Somewhat  below  thia 

flaea  thoThaaM  advaacea  from  the  north  oaat  to  meet  it,  paaaiag 

thnpgh  the  aacient  bridgea  of  Wheatley  and  Dorcheater,  aad 

jwany  Ae  laia  a  Utile  aboTo  the  point  where  the-more  moderar 

pile  of  Shillingford  Bridge  cioaaea  both  oembined.    At  this  juuc^ 

tion  the  Thamea  first/'  (popularly) "  obtaiua  its  name. 

"  Shillingford  Bridge  occupies  a  romantic  positioo,  which 
iliikea  the  eye  more  strongly  from  being  unlike  the  rest  of  the 
oonntry,  which  bears  an  open  and  dreary  aspect;  the  more  ancient 
pile  of  Wallingford. Bridge  succeeds,  below  its  town^  and  Monge* 
vdly  a  seat  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  graces  the  OiLfordshirc 
biak  of  the  Thames.  The  inclinalion  of  tlie  river  from  Walling* 
lord  to  Paogboum  is  almost  due  south ;  but  it  there  begins  to 
form  a  considerable  circle  by  the  cast  to  the  north,  below  Reading, 
till  it  reaches  Henley.'' 

After  it  quits  Wallingford,  the  scenery  assumes  a  thousand 
fresh  graces  of  aspect.  "  The  river  now  lunns  an  indented  yal- 
iey  through  the  range  of  the  Cotteswold  hills,  which,  losing  in- 
sensibly  their  downisb  character,  become  at  last  adorned  with 

D  3  most 


<ftfc<fridlliiiili  I  oft 

ntfuB  their  mIHm.  Higk 
and  MHBto,  vUeiicli 
Ite  liitr.  T«w  and  viOagci 
tftai,  mhI  MigBiccBt  Mali  appci  oa  the 
hmg  the  Oztedshire  adi  Berkshbe  hsrin. 
ceeaty  Iowa  of  the  ktter  dielrict, 
;  and  the  rwBej  faawd  hj  the  ThaMi 
rich  pbia.  Ml  of  ?crdare,  woode, 
h«a  joiae  its  Iribatary  watm,  ilawiog  caahnvd 
of  Wiltshire,  where  it  rises  aear  a  Tillage  of  that  aasML  Tka 
L$ddom  hriags  a  farther  iacfcase  soawwhai  lower,  aad  th0 
Thsmei,  thos  angmentcd,  swells  iaio  a  aMJestic  river,  laH  of  €0»- 
Bwreial  craA,  aad  glides,  ia  a  hrosd  silrer  lairrar,  thwagh  tte 
plaia,  till  it  becomes  engolpbed  smidst  the  fine  cfaaia  ef  hiUB 
sarroondiog  Henley.  A  more  beaatifbllj  aisiked  coaatfy  thsm 
this  eaaaot  easily  be  formed  by  the  most  roaiantic  iaacy ;  mmk 
Nataie  ban  piseed  this  British  paradise  witbia  forty  aules  of  tiM 
capital  of  oar  eoontry,  to  decorate  the  banks  of  its  priaeipsi  river. 
The  ThanMS  throogboot  divides  tbe  coanties  of  Oxford  aad 
Bocfcingbam  from  Beiluhire,  rolling,  ia  a  bnad  trsaspaicai 
fttresm,  betweea  hills  doatbed  profusely  with  beech  woods,  aai 
eraamented  with  the  splendid  sests  of  soaie  of  our  aobility.  The 
extensive  and  finely-disposed  territory  of  Lord  MalaMsbory  heara 
aaMBg  these  a  strong  pre-eminenee,  covering  several  bold  hilb 
with  its  pkuitatioas,  between  the  hollows  of  which  deligbtfol 
lawns  descend  to  the  margin  of  the  river.  Immediately  below, 
Ibe  handsome  town  of  Henley  covers  tbe  Oxfordshire  bank,  whose 
lofty  flint  tower,  and  elegant  stone  bridge,  form  distiagoished  ob- 
jects, from  which  ever  side  they  are  viewed.*'  * 

lu  general  charactiT,  though  the  Thames  b  by  no  means  a 
rapid  stream,  it  is  far  from  being  sluggish  ia  its  coarse,  but  pro* 
eeeds  with  majestic  and  sedate  deliberation.  It  has  been  poetically 
described  as  ''  without  overflowing,  full ;"  and  such  is,  imieed, 

strictly 

•  Slrine^  p.  S19^  &c. 
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^ririly  the  cue.  lu  watera  are  ailvery  ami  clear,  except  when 
4wl«cbedfij  Bomia,  ta  wliicli  il  is  o<:<»uuoiiall}'  Ikble.  The  edible 
fi«b  pniilaced  by  this  great  river,  wlule  it  remains  with  Oxford- 
■hil^  are  dueflf  pike,  chubbi),  liarbi'l,  pearch,  e«la,  roach,  ilaice, 
•■d  pMlfMRs.  Salnioa  are  Bometimei  fouuil,  as  ntraggliag  vi< 
Mian,  etcn  in  the  hii^hcr  precincts  of  the  river;  and  Dr.  Not 
■nttio»,  B*  a  curioD*  naliw  tif  the  I:ilH,  a  fisii  locally  termed 
tlw  Pnde  :  of  the  long,  csrlila^iiiviut,  smooth  kind,  "  hnving  a 
■Balh  cut  neither  perpendicularly  dowuward  nor  traiisvenw ly,  Iml 
faaBxpeit,  as  it  were,  between  two  cheeks,  without  an  under-Jaw. 
Ob  the  top  nT  il«  head  it  ha«  oat,  und  un  each  side  term  holett, 
thai  BOpply  the  place  of  g:ilU;  and,  under  the  belly,  a  small  tiui: 
mebing  from  the  muulii  to  the  uppoaite  extreraiLy.  It  moves  by 
a  vindiag  impulse  of  its  body,  without  the  help  of  any  other  Gn* 
bat  the  pinnttla  nt  the  tail."  The  great  qitanlili/  of  tlic  more  vo- 
bahle  sort  of  6ah  formerly  met  with  in  this  rivir  is  evident  bom 
Ifae  mme  writar,  who  tclU  us  that.  "  iit  the  year  1G7I.  the  Isiit 
{sn  M  ample  testimony  of  its  great  plenty,  that,  in  two  days  np- 
pstaitai  lot  the  luhing  of  Mr,  Maior  and  the  baililTs  of  tlie  city  of 
(ttbii,  it  aSbrded,  between  Swithiu's  wear  and  Woolvcmit- 
btid^,  (a  space  of  about  three  miles,)  Ji/icm  liunili  cd  jack»,  be- 
■idootiicr  fiab."  It  ia  certain  thai  the  Tbamni  now  is  not  nearly 
■0  prolific  in  any  tiiree  miles  of  iU  course ;  and  yet,  perhaps,  the 
ritfr  a  not  so  hardly  fitkcd  at  present  as  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  deficiency  loay  be  aafely  asciibed  \a  an  increase  in 
Ifae  practice  of  drainage,  which,  by  disuucumberiu^'  numerous 
limtctM  of  aeilge,  and  otiier  weeJs,  has  deprived  the  pike  «f  cua- 
fcuoit  breeding- places. 

A  oirious  particular  in  the  natural  history  of  the  river  Tliamca 
Mean  in  tlie  circumslaJice  of  its  always  freeing Jirtl  at  the  bot- 
Um.  This  bi^it  is  oHeD  fouud  to  prevail  among  rivers  iu  Uer* 
muy,  and  particularly  those  in  Ibu  northern  parts  of  tlialcoanlry ; 
but  is  asserted  by  the  writer  of  the  article  "  Ice,"  in  the  Ency~ 
dopcdia  Britannica,  never  to  be  met  with  in  the  more  teinpemte 
«f  Ibe  European  climates.  The  fact  i%  assuredly  otherwise. 
D4  Thi) 
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Tlie  conciliation  of  the  river  Thumes  uniformly  commences  in 
the  lowest  places.  The  mauB  then  fonued  rises  [on  a  rude  caLca- 
lationj  to  about  the  middle  of  the  water,  where  it  presents,  aa 
in  Ibe  streams  of  Germany,  a  resemblance  to  the  partial  consali> 
dation  of  nuclei,  or  small  hail.  A  second  mass  then  forms  at  Ibe 
boHom ;  the  mass,  centrally  situated,  rises  to  the  surface;  and 
the  new  boliom,  or  ground  ice,  tskes  its  place,  and  gradually 
(if  permitted  by  a  continued  obstruction  of  sun-beams)  nioaota 
to  the  su{>ei'ior  fabric,  with  which  it  speedily  assimilates.*  Dr. 
Plot  accounts  for  this  cirnum stance  by  supposing  that  the  water 
of  the  Thnmi's  is  more  abundantly  impregnated  with  salt  tban 
that  of  other  English  rivers ;  and  that,  as  salt  naturally  siolu  to 
the  bottom,  oud,  as  naturally,  inclines  to  a  principle  of  coDg(A»- 
tion,  the  formation  of  ic«  cousequently  takes  place  first  tX  Um 
greatest  depth. 

Among  tlie  subordinate  rivers  of  Oxfordshire  the  "  nitrou 
Windrush,"  so  sei'iiccable  to  the  manufactory  of  Witney,  tliough 
it  flows  Ihroui^h  a  narrow  channel,  and  pervades  only  a  limited 
district,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  useful.  Our  mention  of  Dr> 
Plot  has  been  fre(|iient ;  yet  it  would  be  improper  to  4|uit  the  sub- 
ject of  natural  streams  in  OxfordHhire  without  observing  that  be 
■ays,  (Nat.  His.  p.  36,)  ■'  The  banks  of  tho  Thame  are  so  welt 
sstcd  witli  &onie  kind  of  acid,  that  no  well-wat«rtii  thfl  «hol« 
town  of  the  name  will  either  brew  or  lather  with  soap.  But  none 
of  these  give  a  tincture  so  hii^h  that  they  can  be  ptn'coived  bj 
the  most  exquisite  palate,  but  only  so  far  forth  as  may  oonduc« 
to  a  due  fennetitation,  and  to  keep  them  livinc:;  and  yet,  with- 
out  doubt,  from  hence  it  is  that  the  Thames  wnler.  at  sea,  in 
tight  months'  time  ati^uircs  so  sptritous  and  active  a  quality,  tliat 
upon  opaimg  some  of  the  cR.sks,  and  holding  the  candle  nenr  the 
bung-hole,  the  steams  have  tiiken  fire  like  spirit  of  wine,  i 
sometimes  endungered  firing  the  ship.     Hence  it  is,  also,  that  iM   | 
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ilEvdi  u  BO  abaolnU  corruptioii.  unil  that,  after  &  third  o 
fL-rncuUtioii,  It  equals  th«  waters  of  the  well   in  the  haven 
ItrunduMum,  ami  is  oflkisife  no  more ;  and,  though  thp  mi 
«r«  MBwtinet  forced  to  drink  it  ami  hold  their  iioiea,  yet 
timX  accMint  Ihcy  d«  not  aicken,  whrrea*  ail  otiier  waters,  « 
m»  haa  been  billicrto  obaerred,  become  irrecoverable  when  ci 
oOinuiKc  to  the  ■mcll,  aiid  dangerous  to  drink." 

The  Oxford  Canal  entos  the  county  at  itH  northern  «: 
mity,  between  Clajrdon  and  tlie  Three-Shiro  SJtone.  A|iprot 
ing  tb*  licinnge  of  the  river  Charwell,  at  Croprcdy,  it  proce 
ai  a  KDiall  distance  Irnm  the  bunks  of  that  river,  to  the 
Oxford,  wfane  ill  ofaauuel  terminatea,  and  ia  succHded  b; 
■■vii^on  of  the  lais.  The  advautagea  derived  Irom  this  re 
rat  are  iocalculubly  itreat,  aa  it  opens  an  immediate  conne 
between  the  interior  of  the  county,  and  Dirminghani,  Liverpt 
MancliFsttr,  and  the  Wedoeabury  collieries. 

After  the  nientioa  of  the  rivem  and  canals,  the  roadt  del 
lutite.     Till  within  tlie  last  few  years  these  were,  in  conii 
villi  jMNd  prnvincial  Ihoroogh fares,  de(j|orahly  bad.     A  writ 
ibe  aeventRenth  century  describes  many  of  the  ways  as  men 
at  that  time,  with  :i  x»fl  whit«  stone,  wiiose  siilt  is  hn  free  from  tlio 
btadi  of  •■Iphn',  t^  with  the  froaU  «nd  niv,  it  nlakes  lika 
bae;  ead   Youg  aaya,  that  he  "  remenbaB   tbe  nedi  forty 
ymn  ago,  wbei  Uey  were  in  a  conditioo  fanBidablB  to  the  bowa 
«f  aU  «b»kwe»ed  on  wheeU.     The  two  great  tnnpikea  wUrii 
atwMd  Ike  amBty  by  Witney  and  Chipping-NortoD,  by  Henley' 
Md  Wjeonb^  wen  repaired,  in  aome  pUcae,  with  atusea  aa  large 
H  tbey  oovU  be  bnmgbt  from  the  qnany ;  and,  when  bndien,  left 
MJM^  w  to  be  «alcakted  for  dislocation  rather  Una  excreiee. 
At  tbat  peried  tbe  eroaa  roads   ware  impuMble  bnt  with  Nit 
du^er."    Tbe  ebai^  to  be  now  observed  ia  of  s  meat  gr>ll> 
ff  iig  deaeription ;  tanpike-roeds,  in  general  good,  intereect  tbe 
caaatf  in  the  direction  of  ail  ita  principal  mailets ;  and  the  ma- 
jority of  the  parochial,  or  crosa-ways,  are  much  better  tbao  tbe 
treat  titoroughhres  were  a  f  entnry  ago. 

Notwitlw 
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Notsillistaiiding  the  facilities  oStTed  by  tbc  freqaetiey  of  its 
■treaniB,  by  tbe  broad  and  read;  navig^tioa  of  its  irreat  nrer, 
ud.  Utterly,  by  the  ease  with  which  merchandize  may  be  far- 
warded  to  a  canal  Uiat  joins  sea  to  sea,  th«  mann/arturet  of  the 
ewiaty  are  few,  and  not  in  a  remarkably  flourisbiug  oondilMBt ' 
At  Witney  is  a  inauufaclory  for  the  weaving  of  blankets,  «bi«li 
was  formerly  much  uoted.  This  trade,  however,  was  pro);re«- 
sivaly  declining  for  many  yeiire,  until  the  introduction  of  ma- 
rhinery  took  place,  and  enabled  Uiu  proprietors,  by  producing 
the  staple  on  reduced  termK,  to  restore,  in  aoroe  measure,  the 
flourishing  tone  of  the  business.  At  Woodstock  tlic  maimfiicture 
of  delicate  articles,  compoeed  of  polished  steel,  is  cultivated  to 
some  extent;  and,  in  the  same  town,  the  manulacture  of  leatha" 
into  breeches  and  gloves  was  introduced  aboot  fifty  years  bnrh. 
This  latter  branch  has  grndu.ilty  advanced  in  consequence,  and  ia 
BOW  productive  of  a  considerable  influx  of  money  to  the  connty, 
and  affords  employment  to  great  numbers  of  the  local  nopulatiou, 
A  coarse  sort  of  velvet  is  made  at  Btoxhom  and  at  Banbivy' 
Except  these,  we  bavr  nothing  to  notice  but  the  article  of 
which  is  chiefly  made  ia  the  neighbonrhood  of  Thiune.  Ihongk 
not  even  there  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  town  of  Henley  hi 
for  many  centuries,  been  in  tlie  habit  of  supplying  l«ndon  «i 
large  quantities  of  malt. 

The  subjects  of  agriculture,  of  Biatiufaetiircs,  and  trade,  oat 
rally  lead  to  a  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  rooR,  a  t«pia 
of  high  importance  in  county  examipation,  and  one  at  least  as  iit- 
tctesting  to  the  feelings  as  to  the  curioitity.  If  we  might  be  allow- 
ed to  judge  from  Uie  answer  given  to  the  surveyor  appointed  by 
the  tgriciilturul  board,  when  he  applied  to  the  keeper  of  the  county 
gaol,»  we  shoald  be  led  to  pronounce  the  subordinate  clasHes  of 
Oxfordshire  conNpiciions  in  good  morals  j  hut  every  period  in 
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X  I  found  thai  blnnksli 

and  shugi   -era   made  in  Oiford  g"*',  and  I 

jlrfd    for  .i>n>»l  .«u,mL., 

,  nhicti  nm  diiiiibuted  tome  jeui  ago  ;  but 

an»er  wbs,    "  There    ■» 

a 

mhmify,mflmmf9ti^mau^lW7.    Via  MriM  lim  ff 
OaimJMm  m,  im  giMl,  tm  Modi  oa  ft  paniHel  with  Unm 
ntiM ;  yel  H  mhI  be  naukai,  vitii  pletmre^  tM 
«r  ft  ekanet«r  liriglitfblly  higli  lam  oiled  ftrpoUfe 
ift  thb  artikt  far  ecreifti  ywdm  btdy  yftwd,    Tkt 
to  loeal  Tiee  are  generally  contaiiied  in  Ae  diaaijpalai 
and  the  dhagataaa'apecica  of  aemUbait- 
piadftaad.  by  hi^  Iraata  af  woodlaad,  oftly  pat* 
fially  appBBpiialad^  ct  vaatad,-  faa  tba  aUef  parta^  in  haada  laa 
dipilad  aad^  wmMb  far  the  dae  axeeatioD  af  iounediale  aalha' 
litf.    Aft  JaaitMiiiat  af  thia  laller  daaeripUon  wa  find  fa  tfca  ka^ 
vBd  aagaa  af  WUakwaad  f  aiaat    In  thaaa  ^nala  dear  (thi 
mpi  hm^  pradftatifa  of  aa  iHuiy  diapatea  and  aa  anieh  appiat 
linft  ift  Ibi  fradal  af w,  aadtbeaaof  anKaitad  BMNurcbiealpawat 
wbiafc  afteaaadad^)  ate  antraaaly  naaiaroaa ;  aad  ganw  af  almeal 
eaay  daaeriptiaa  abaanda  ia  aa  aqaal  degree.    Tbe  Ticinity  ia» 
ia  aaftaaoftaiiae,  fartile  of  s  nee  af  poor  trbo  eaanot  bear  tba 
tbaagbi  af  vark  vbila  aanaaiided  by  aiieh  proliio:«Mueaf,  aad 
ate^  aaeordiagiy,  endeayoor  to  supply  the  wants  of  nataaa  by 
paaahiftg,  by  deer-atealing,  and  all  the  Tarioos  pilfering  aria 
wbicb  tba  Yolgftr  qnalify  with  a  softer  epithet  tlian  that  of  theft. 
The  effisets  of  an  improved  police  are,  however,  gi-atefully  evi- 
dent, in  the  circumstance  of  these  idle  foresters  seldom  commit- 
ting  aa  net  of  violence  beyond  the  pale  of  their  woodland  robbe- 
ries.   A  fact  well  deserving  of  notice,   when  it  is  recollected 
that,  ia  saab  a  life  of  precarious  sylvan  depredation,  the  affluence 
of  a  day  is  often  fallowed  by  the  foodless  penury  of  a  week. 

Bat  the  district  of  Whichwood  is  limited,  when  compared  with 
ttie  eonnty  at  large ;  and  with  the  adjacency  of  temptation  the 
eril  propensity  ceases.  In  those  points  of  moral  degradation 
which  imply  a  condescension  to  the  weekly  practice  of  begging  at 
tbe  parochial  alms-table,  the  labourers  of  Oxfordshire  unhappily 
share  with  their  class-men  in  most  other  districts.  If  this  were 
not  a  general  practice  in  the  couuty,  we  should  readily  attribute 

it 
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it  to  individual  [indoleiice.  or  to  a  more  aethre  degree  of  rice. 
But,  as  the  cnatom  is  aniform,  we  confesi  that  it  in,  4o  ns,  im- 
possible to  discover  any  other  cause  for  the  lamentable  hd  than 
that  of  the  tardily-given  rise  in  wages,  or  rcmimeration,  not 
proving  adequate  to  the  advanced  price  of  the  necesaariea  df 
life* 

The  efiect  of  enclosures  does  not  appear  to  hare  lessened  the 
oomforta  of  the  peasant's  condition,  in  general ;  hot,  atiU,  there 
were  some  under  the  old  system  of  commonage,  who  were  enabled 
to  keep  a  cow ;  a  benefit  of  which  they  are  now  deprived.  These 
instances  are  few ;  but  so  are  the  poor  man's  privileges  ;  and  it 
is  matter  of  deep  regret  when  public  interest  cavaes  one  aovoe  of 
his  enjoyments  to  be  taken  away.  It  has  been  often  reeoBH 
mended  by  theorists,  for  a  certain  proportion  of  land  to  be  lett^  at 
a  moderate  rate,  to  labourers,  especially  in  the  instance  of  eiido- 
Bures ;  but  nothing  of  that  kind  has  taken  place  in  pnustiee.  Still 
it  i^  satisfactory  to  observe  that  neariy  the  whole  of  the  Oxford- 
•hire  cottages  have  a  weli-sized  and  fruitftil  garden  attached  to 


*  A  reipectable  resident  of  Ozfordsliire  nyi,  '*  If  the  proprietors  of  land 
hnd  obliged  their  tenant*  to  have  paid  their  lahourers  fonrteen,  sixteen,  or 
righteen-pence  a  dtiy,  in  proportion  to  the  s'ze  of  their  families,  instead  of 
racking  the  rents  up  to  a  degree  which  can  scarcely  be  borne,  it  srovld  have 
reflected  upon  them  immortal  honour."  We  readily  admit  that  the  honoff 
accmiiig  to  the  feelings  of  landholders  who  had  acted  in  such  a  wsy,  woald 
have  been  great.  But  why  shoold  the  poaiesiors  of  land  tbos  prevenl  the 
Talue  of  their  fee-simple  from  moving  in  progressive  steps  with  the  decieaaed 
estimation  of  money  ?  A  system  of  barter  in  regard  to  the  procuratioa  of  te- 
nantship was  first  iutrodnced  by  the  larmer,  and  the  enlarged  sin  of  farms, 
and  the  improved  modes  of  culture,  are  sufficient  advantages  to  enable  him  to 
pay  his  own  laboorers^  without  an  appeal  to  the  landlord.— —These  things 
must  find  their  level  in  the  course  of  time.  The  farmer  will,  at  length*  dia^ 
cover  that  it  is  quite  as  easy,  in  regard  to  circumstance,  for  bim  to  pay  the 
labourer  in  the  shape  of  advanced  wages,  as  in  that  of  parac|iial  rete;  but, 
meanwhile,  the  peasant  is  far  from  being  in  a  manly  or  comfortable  sitna* 
tion,  and  it  will  take  ages  to  renovate  within  Iiim  an  honest  dignity  ef  self- 
dependence. 
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tbem.  Tbe  rent  of  tlie  peMuit'a  egltage  is  likewiic  niiually  mu> 
dcmte,  inile«s  it  Iw  in  tti«  neigbkNiurboixl  gf  a  populonit  on<l  coa- 
mercial  town. 

Th#ni  in  oiie  uiatancc  in  wlii<^h  a  ilij^iiifirO  individual  htia 
.-ulojilcd  so  udiitary  a  mode  of  |>roctj(liire,  iii  rcgaril  to  the  ihmt, 
that  it  merits  particular  notice.  The  Bislmp  of  Diirhnin,  wba 
r«siilc*  at  Houj^eitcU,  hu  built  si\  pairs  of  cottages,  ia  a  sufi- 
lOaati*!  >a} ,  uid  un  a  judicious  plan,  fur  «ach  of  w)iicb  t^nemmt* 
he  («((iiir»  tbe  anuusl  rcut  «f  'i\.  'ia.  To  cvvry  habilatiun  in 
aUacbril  a  good  gudcu,  nnd  coovoiiieuce  Ibrtbe  keeping  of  |ii^ 
hmt  HDt,  in  moouy,  i«  nut  liis  LunUliip's  object :  it  ia  bis  giMt 
«iak  t«  fofn  &  race  of  iini;hbourink;  t4.'riiintry,  who  sliali  l»e  con- 
<picDMi*  br  Dioral  habits,  and  a  jiidicious  order  of  domeMic  <ec<»- 
nny.  To  atcbieve  Uiis  f;rcat  aim,  ev«ry  trorkman  employed 
va  b(«  eatate  i<i  epcouratrcd  to  deposit  in  tlic  liaods  of  tbe  bailill^ 
at  karccat-lifne,  a  sum  of  not  less  amoaiit  than  II.  Us.  €d,  -  ia 
eoDae^aciicc  of  vbicb  pi'Dvidi)(it  rexerve  in  the  bour  of  rompai'a- 
tiv«  pltatj.  tlie  lolRurtr  ia  piTinittcd,  llirougb  tbe  following 
wiuler,  to  leci'ivi:  burli-y  ftoiu  tlic  baililf  at  two  ihillinK*  per 
botbel  under  the  market  price,  or  any  other  grain  needed  by  bia 
bnily,  at  a  proportionate  rate  of  reduction.  His  l^rdsliip,  nc- 
caratdj  ohaariDg,  that  half  the  miaery  of  the  poor  ariaea  Intt 
Iha  iapaaitiou,  a*  to  badneaa  of  article,  deficiency  of  weight, 
■ad  aOmTcmenta  to  run  into  debt,  practiaed  by  little  country 
■bapkeaj^era,  haa  esiabliahed  a  village  shop  on  hia  own  fouuda- 
tiaa,  IB  vhirii  not  only  hia  own  aeigbbouring  teuanta,  but  all 
mket  fom  IB  the  Ticinity,  may  pnrchaae  what  they  neod  at  a 
whctd  priae,  ttt  ready  money.  Flax  is  delivered  to  the  femalai 
af  Iba  eattage  family,  in  any  quantity  required;  and  when  they 
idura  it  apaa  into  thread,  they  are  paid  a  good  price  for  tbeii 
Uoar.  Tbeae  p-aeticea  require  littie  observation.  Mouey  gUttm 
U  tbe  poar  ia  oftoa  an  incitement  to  indolence;  but  that,  kj 
fiaiiag  tbe  labonm  in  a  ready  vay  of  eupportiog  himself  with 
c— fart,  and  by  ateoaraging  him  io  frugal  and  iadvatriona  h»> 
biU,  yn  call  forth  the  beat  principles  of  hu  nature,  and  teaeh 

him 
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hint  to  ionk  with  lionnurable  blushes  on  any  resemblance  of  a 
gift,  is  evidf lit,  from  this  circamstanf-f ;— the  liJwiirera  under 
Uie  Bishop  of  Durham  uever  seek  relief  from  the  parish. 

Only  a  small  pnrlioii  of  tlie  liibouriog  part  of  n  county  can  hope 
tomcetvjth  such  judirious  patronage:  a  fact  unpleasautly  proved 
by  the  large  sums  levied  in  tlie  sbapr  of  poor's  rates  throogh- 
out  Ok  fords  hi  re.  TlieKe,  of  course,  vary  according  tn  incidental 
drcumslAnccs.  In  soin«  few  parishr-s  they  are  often  as  low  >i 
t«o  shillings  in  Ibe  pound ;  in  others  as  hi^-h  as  ten  or  eleren 
shillings;  and  in  the  scarce  years  of  1800  and  1801  they 
ainounte4l,  in  one  parish,  to  twenty-nine  ithillings  on  the  pound. 
The  total  sum  raised  by  the  poor's  rate,  "  anil  other  rate,  or  rates, 
vithin  the  year  ending  Easier  1803.  «aK  103,5591.  lOs.  6d." 
The  number  of  persons  relieved  from  the  poor's  rate  permanently, 
out  of  houses,  not  including  children,  waa,  in  the  same  year, 
6539.  Ditto,  in  houses  1243.  The  nunilier  of  ftiendty  societiea, 
at  the  same  time,  «3s  sisty-nirie.  And  it  may  he  remarked, 
that  the  animal  interest,  or  produce,  of  nrooied  charitable  do- 
nations, incidental  tn  the  comtly,  was,  in  1786,  the  Bum  «( 
7061.  13s.  3d. ;  and  that  ansing  from  Itunl  33471.  2s.  1  Id.  Ai£  1 
cording  to  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1803,  the  aytngt ' 
of  the  poor's  rail's  of  the  county  was  4s.  8d.  in  the  pound ;  aud  it 
ia  uBual,  in  mout  parts  of  Oxfordshire,  to  levy  the  rale  on  the 
rack- rental. 

MODES  OF  TElillllE,  ESTATES,  PRICE  OF  LAND, 

No  Tariety  occurs  from  the  mode  of  tenores  preniteut  throni^^ 
the  south  of  England,  unless  that  arising  from  the  frequency' inl 
church  anil  college  leases.  The  fine  nsnal  on  a  rcnen-al  of  UiS|l  I 
aperies  of  tenure  is  a  sura  equal  to  the  amount  of  rent  for  itiS 
term  of  one  year  and  a  half;  but,  in  some  instunccs,  the  rent  it- 
self is  raised  on  thec^piratiiin  of  a  lease.  There  are  to  be  fbnnd, 
in  llie  northern  parts  of  the  eonnty,  many  of  that  moderate  and 
comfortable  class  of  landholders  termed  yeomen  :  persons  who 
lia*e  a  palrimgny  of  some  four  or  Cite  hundred  acres,  and  hold 
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tbe  chief  part  in  their  own  baiulii :  tlius  attaiuing,  ly  raeuia  of 
•ne  posseurion,  tliu  vurioiu  blessiugs  of  healtli,  peace,  aiii]  real 
^entj.  In  cvury  )>art  of  llie  couut;  mau;  iiniall  proprittoH  nre 
lik^^iruHf  lo  be  met ;  iu«a  who  citlic-r  ai«  riMca  of  the  oncienl 
yeonuury,  a  ract  prcunmrtl  coiiaequcutial  if  inbcritin^  a  siiighi 
huiidrvd  of  acini,  or  who  have  tmea  euablcil  to  piircbasc  small 
rangas  of  Unil,  li;  the  exercise  uf  runl  or  cnuimcrcinl  indiwtry. 
Bat  the  balk  of  Oxfordihire  ia  not  vrated  in  lut^li  iiiuilftratc  pro- 
prietors as  the  preceding.  "  There  h  une  estate  (hat  prulHcea 
90,000).  a  year,  on  Ike  table  ;  one  of  12,0001.;  one  of  7,0001.; 
one  of  6,0001. ;  oae  of  5,6  l«o  of  4.0001. ;  and  several  of 

above  3.0001."*  The  general  mode  of  cxtimating  the  valne  of 
had  is  lo  place  it  at  twenty  six  ytars'  purchaae.  Thus,  at  a  fair 
nnt,  it  «ill  produce  about  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the  mo- 

nc%  ilk  vested. 


7%e  PrtHcipal  Landhoidrm,  i 
ordw  0/  WiHi<tlh  I.  arc  th<. 
Kinf  William. 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
Bisbop  of  Wmchester. 
Bithop  of  Salisbary. 
Bithop  of  Exeter. 
Bishop  of  Lincoln. 
Bi&hop  of  Baienx. 
Bishop  of  Lisieux. 
.    ibbey  of  Ahin^on. 
Abbey  of  BatUl. 
Abbey  of  Wincheconibe. 
Abbe\'  of  PntUllis. 
Cbarcli  of  St  Denya  of  Paris. 
Canon  of  Oxford,    nnd  oilier 
Clerks. 


'len  the  Survey  teai   made    b^ 
noted  in  Dvmeiday  Boak.-f 
Furl  Hugh. 
Earl  of  Morcton. 
Earl  of  Eunux. 

Earl  Aubery.  •  ■  ^Ba^". 

Earl  Eustace.       <  tp*  • 

Walter  Gifard. 

Willinm,  son  of  AnBculf.        ■*, 
William  lie  Whtcik^.  *A 

William  Peverd.  -^A 

Henry  de  Fereires.  '4ft 

Hugh  de  Bolchecb.  .fc 

Hugh  de  Ivry.  .« 

Robert  duStadford.  •^A 

Robert  deOil^i.  <  <A 

Roger  de  Ivry, 


Ralph 


•  Agrtc.  nep..p.  tc      

"  TT«nI«ion  of  ihe  Recotd  called' Dcneidii;," 
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Balph  de  Moitemer. 
Balph  PerereL 
Rkhaid  de  Cnrci. 
Rkhaid  Poingiand. 
Bcrenger  de  Todeni. 
Milo  CriBpiii. 
Wido  de  ReiDbodcuitb. 
Gilo,  brother  of  Ansculf. 
Gilbert  de  Gwint. 
Geoliiy  de  Maodevile. 
Eni«lf  de  Ueediog. 
Edward  de  Sariaberic 
SwaiD,  the  SheriC 
Alured,  grandson  of  Wigot 
Wido  de  Oilgi. 
Walter  Ponz. 


William  Lenrie. 

William,  son  of  Manne. 

Ilbod,  brother  of  Em.  de  He^ 

ding. 
Reinbald. 

Robert,  son  of  Mudrae. 
Osbum  Giiard. 
Bcnzelin. 
Countess  Judith. 
Christina. 

The  wife  of  Roger  de  Ivri* 
Uascoit  Musard. 
TurchUl. 
Rich.  Inganiay  and  senrantaof 

the  Kiug. 
Land  of  Earl  William. 


Tke  chief  Landkoldert  at  the  preuni  period,  fnukpemdettdif 
ef  the  Church,  amd  different  Corporate  Bodies  of  the  Vm* 
vereityj  will  be  fownd  among  the  Families  named  as  Pro^ 
prietors,  or  occupiers,  of 

THE  MOST  KEMARKABLE  SEATS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Adwell    ••••••••••••  Mrs.  Jones,  resident. 

Aston  Rouant. .  • John  Caillaud,  Esq. 

Blenhei m     .••••••.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Blandford  PflMrk  ••....  Duke  of  Marlborough^  hut  used  as  a 

hunting-seat  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Dampton  House  ...•••  •— -  Whitaker,  Esq. 

Bletchingdon .  Arthur  Annealey,  Esq.  resident. 

Burford John  Lenthall,  Esq.  resident 

Bicester  .•• John  Coker,  Esq.  resident. 

Broughton •«  George  Caswall,  Esq. 

Baldou    ...>..•• LAdy  Willoughby,  resident. 

Bright- 
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BrighWeU 

..  WHIiain  Lowndes  Stone,  Eaq.  rfflideDt. 

..  Mrs.  Harington,  rcBident. 

Brihrdl  Prior 

.  .  Thomas  Weld,  Esq.  proprietor :  the  niaii- 

fliun  ia  inhabited  Ly  Nua«. 

Bademoor 

..  Joseph  Grote,  Esq,  resident 

BolnevCmtrt 

..  ■  Hodgea,  Eaij.  proprietor. 

Comwell 

..  Francis  PenystoD,  Esq.  rcaideul. 

Chxtlioetoa    

..  John  Jones,  Esq.  resident. 

ChesUTlon{Great),. 

..  J.  Hailey,  Esq. 

Cullnun 

,.   John  Philips,  Esq.  rcsidcul. 

..  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Coomb  Udge 

..  Samuel  Gardiner.  Esq.  resident. 

CrowsleyPark    

..  John  Atkiui  Wright,  Es(|.  resident. 

ChiKlhantpton 

..  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  resident. 

Ditchlcv  Park 

. .   Lord  Viscounl  Dillon. 

EaihsDiHall 

. .  Colonel  Thomas  Parker,  resident. 

Gljftplon        

..  Lloyd  Wliealc,  Esq.  lewdcnl. 

Crave  Cotteire 

..   Riclianl  Davis,  Esq.  resident. 

Gontd'i  Hcatb       ... 

..   George  Davis,  Esq.  resident. 

QKj'«Coitrt I^y  StapletoD,  reaident 

Hcytbwp        ........  £«rl  of  Shrewabury. 

Hirdwidi       ......-■  P.  L,  Powjs,  Esq,  resideoC 

Hvpaden Tbonas  Hall,  Eaq.  reaidenL 

BibMPuk Edmnnd  BiMMe,  Eaq.  reaideot 

Ifsden John  Read,  Esq.  resideot. 

Joyce&ovc .,  Thovuw  Toovey,  Esq.  resident. 

XirtUagtMi  Park Sir  Heury  Wmtkin  Dubvood,  Bart  n- 

Kingston  Blonnt Richard  Clnke.  Esq. 

UUingstM  I^rall  ....  —  DtztH,  Eaq. 
Uait  Haatiy  Court  ..  The  Hon.  Andrew  Foley,  resident 
HiddletoD  StoMy  ....  Etrl  of  JctMy,  resideat 
MoD^ewell      ........  Bishsp  of  Dorkan. 

Maplednrham HithwlfloaBt,  E>q.  iwi4snt. 

Vol.  XJI,  E  North 


« 
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NoitiiAitQft  .^ CMdfield  Bttwloi,  £a|. jmmAbdL 

Nether KiddiiigtoB..««  Aaest  ofibeOott-ftDiily* 

Neipui^cn     • ••  Gearge  WlMtt,Esq.rettd€ilh; . 

Nethercoi RkOnr^  PtalJodrell  Esq. 

Nuneham  Vmk      ....  Earl  of  HanovU 

Rousham        Sir  Ciiirlea  Cottrdl.  IlonMr»  Bart,  (» 

nind^.)  

Rycot  Purk    «.. Earl  of  Alnngdoiu 

ShiplakeHiU XoidlfarkK^. 

ShiptoQ Laiy  Ready  raddaik    .      . 

Sbelswell       fianiaoii,  Eaq.  rtiiie4L 

Shirbura  CasUe     ....   Earl  ofMaisalBafield.    .. 

SloDor    ...•  ThoaMa.StoMr,£Bi|.re8iik«i 

Stadley  •«••••—••.•  Alexander  Cmke^Eaq. 
Sbotover.. ••.*.••..•  George Sebntc,  Esq.  resideat 

South  Leigh CoIbmI  SibUiorpe. 

Tew  Bark      Geoige  VMeric  Stratloo,  Bii|. . 

Tackley I  Udy  Smkli  Gardiner.   . . 

Tosmore.^ WilMan  Fetaor,  Esq.  reaidnt 

ThamePark Misb  Wykiwa,  lesideat   . 

Wraxton SlalafGnildfcrd. 

WoodEaton  •...••••  Mm Weylaad^  Esq.  readenl.' 

Water  Eaton  •*••  ««••  Jokn  Sasryer,  Eaq^    . . 

Water  Perry  ••••....  Ueary  Cnwa^  Eaq.  resident.  ^ 

Wateratobk     Wtlliaa  Henry  AaUmrst^  Baq. 

Wormsley       ........  John  Fane,  Esq. 

WatlingtMi  Pitfk    ...•  Jalm  Ucvy  Tilaon,  Esq. 
Walliseate      ••••••«.  Min  Sineoa,  Esq. 

Woodcote       Henry  Cahvrley  Cotton,  Esq. 

Wootton Rev.  Dr.  Baikley. 

Wheatfield      Losd  Ciwrles  Spencer,  rcsideirt. 


In  number,  beaoty,  and  nMigniiecnoe  oi.jnMm  kmidk^  Md 
private  sirmctures,  OxfowhJiire  at  least  powerfnily'  imiB^  ted 
nay,  probably,  be  said  "wiHi  Imtli  to  exceed  any  eouHy'in  Bii|« 


Ind.  The  UMMblage  of  colleG;iBte  rdifictn  in  the  cify  •(  Oxford 
it  &  rich  treasure  of  uicitot  art,  juilly  tlic  boast  of  natives,  and 
tiie  aitmiration  of  forci^ncn.  The  palace  of  Bleolieim  is  well 
kiraaii  to  be  tlie  Inuiit  suinpluous  residence  poweMed  by  any  iub< 
jcct  in  tJie  whole  of  a4i  iskod  affluent  in  dometitic  arcbitectsre ; 
ud  tbougb,  mmparativi^ly,  uol  many  ol  the  nobility  reside  in  the 
MBnty,  Ibc  nwuioiM  iDbaJiitrd  hy  thosi]  few  are  of  a  secondary 
■baractrr  only  whrii  cvinpsrcid  with  llmt  august  building.  The 
•mU  cnoMlructed  by  the  i^entry  are  numerouH.  stid  hit^ily  re- 
^vclahle.  In  tlie  caUloirit«  exbibitcd  to  Kiiiir  James  I.  tbc 
■amber  of  churches  in  Oxfordshire  la  stated  to  be  195,  of  which 
ngbly'-eii^bt  were  of  the  deaeriplion  teimcA  appropriate  :*  httt 
CBwdf-iif  makes  the  number  reaulling  frnm  his  survey  to  be  not 
\tts  tlian  080.  Aiami^  these  prochial  edifices  there  are  some 
iolerBiting  tipecimenn  of  the  Saxon,  and  mauy  fine  esaraplea  of 
the  English,  or  Gothic,  mode  of  archilertme. 

The  fwilily  villi  which  buildiii^-  nMlerials  are  procured  cantea 
tbe  habitations  of  a^ricullnrists,  and  all  other  persons  in  the  mid- 
dle class  of  life,  to  be  commodions,  sutistantial,  and  Hg^reeable  to 
the  eye.  The  same  abundance  of  muleviulH  lisppily  opcraleu  to 
like  liMKfii  «f  that  loiity  order  which  it  is  tke  doty  of  eTery  land- 
baldcr  to  okeriili  a»  tlie  streRgth  and  sinews  of  his  hereditary 
right.  Tlw  cattagvs  kcKanted  by  mitic  labourers  are,  in  general; 
MliAnad  cMrfortabl^  a  circuBitance  not  always  to  be  fomd  in 
MB!  MSBtMS,  OTUi  in  the  Mighbowhood  of  the  gaudiest  bmui- 

■OH. 

The  C'xoemioe  of  iatenuJ  KguUtiaa  which  prevMls  ia-  thia 
tiArict  MCWi  evident  fma  tlte  low  stMidard  of  the  comty  ratM. 
Tbeaa  do  not  amonnt,  o»  «■  average,  to  more  than  three-peocv 
ia  tba  poiwd,  tbough  a  new  gaol  hai  been  built  at  Oxford  withiR 

*  Sach  >i,bj  thcaathnriij  of  the  Pope,  and  wkb  ihe  eontrni  oTthe  king, 
h4  bidwp  af  iba  diMese,  wer*  nttitd  apan  inraMtetici,  biibopriaa,  col- 
htOi.aad  luMpualv  whnc  i«ibbh(i  witrt  b«t  miall,  eilbtr  farcaiUB  Ibvj 
*(Ts  baiU  upon  their  grouud,  oi  were  granled  bj  the  loidi  oT  Ilic  Butnr. 
Ctadm,  conceraiog  lh«  diTiiion  orBrilain,  page  170. 

tOe^'aedMoivTd.  II.       .11. 


«fe  faal  fev  Tcm,  M  M 

«Me«rOsteMbife#s  ia  tfeilMccK  cf  OdMa^  pro^ 
OnlcfWrf.  Tlif  rfirtj  iffc  linr  Ti^rra  !■  PiriiiiBl  I  mm 
imUketkiwe,  tw#  lor  tbe  dtr,  tro  lortbe  nhrcnihr,  t«*  ftr  tk# 
IMTO  cf  W  ooJilAck,  smI  oae  lor  tkat  •r  Bukvy . 

TIk  titxx  of  Eakl  oC  OzfOKD  vw  iral  fcwt*  ly  S«ty«» 
cUcslMtofGodwya,  Eari  rf  Kqit,  im  whom  it  wi  btttowtd  fcy 
Kk^fUtM.  B^  the  life  ortiMMv-MidecvlmMslncrai 
tte  of  tlie  rojal  aonor.  Sveya  had  ImU  liw  euUooi  ia  cm- 
JMrtioa  with  llMoe  of  Herelord,  Soneraet^  Berks,  wU  Ghm- 
eertcr.  The  Emifnm  Mamd  graatea  it,  distiBcl,  ta  jOkerie,  ar 
Ambrey,  De  Vtrt,  ia  vhoae  fiuailj  it  vas  wiaiaed  €w  aaay  eaB-^ 
tarics.  Aad  here  it  b  aecenary  to  oliMiTe  that  Ae  Be  Vtwti 
mete  catk  of  tlie  skire  of  Oxford,  aad  had  tpaetficaly  graaled  l» 
theai  the  ieriiam  deuariwm,  or  third  peaay  of  the  pleas  lyf  the 
coanty. 

Maaj  of  the  De  Veres,  Earis  of  Oxford,  were  coatpieaoas  for 
galhuitry,  for  byalty,  and  that  angaificeace  of  hospitaUe  spirit 
that  was  one  of  the  darling  virtaes  of  the  tiaes  ia  which  thcj 
Hoarisfaed.  But  few  noble  houses  foiaished  More  Tictiais  to  Uie 
seaii*barfaaroas  tenor  of  the  middle  ages.  Rohert,  who  was  Earl 
of  Oxford  IB  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  was  one  of  the  distingaished 
fovoorites  of  that  prince,  and  was  by  him  created  Marquia  of 
Dublin,  and  Duke  of  Ireland.  These  distinctions  did  not  foil  to 
raise  mnch  envy  among  many  braaches  of  the  ancieat  nohiKty  ; 
and  forae  refractory  barons  repaired  to  arms,  for  the  purpose  of 
hnmhling  the  king  through  the  destruction  of  his  fovourite.  The 
earl  was  not  backward  in  replying  to  their  hostile  adrancc;  He 
met  them  at  Radcot -bridge ;  but  his  force  was  speedily  routed, 
and  he  was  fain  to  save  his  life  by  swimming  across  the  river  Isiai 
He  escaped  to  the  coutiuent ;  but  died,  three  years  afterwards,  ia. 
Lorain,  his  death  being  occasioned  by  a  wound  received  from  a 
boar  which  be  held  in  chase.  His  corpse  was  conveyed  to  Eng- 
land, and  was  interred  at  the  priory  of  Colne  in  Essex,  which 

structure 

*  Except  «s  tu  the  official  earlsy  or  consuls,  of  the  An^lo-Ssxoo  erM- 
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ctnetnn  but  been  bDiided  by  his  ancestor,  Alberic,  the  first  carl. 
The  kjug  attended  ttie  funernl  in  person ;  and  liis  monumeut, 
vhich  powesses  loucli  Iieuuty,  is  still  exlaut,  eorivhed  witli  tJie 
effi;^cx  of  himself  anil  wife. 

In  the  dreadful  «ar  between  tlie  houses  of  Laucfister  and  YoTk 
tin-  De  Veres  were  firm  adherenla  to  the  fonner  family ;  in  conse- 
■juence  of  which  strcuuous  «nil  loy&t  attachment  John,  Enrl  of 
Oxford,  and  his  eldest  son,  Alberic,  were  beheaded  together,  by 
order  ul  the  saiigwnary  Edward  IV.  on  Towtr-hill,  in  the  year 
1462.  John,  the  second  son  of  the  decapitated  peer,  now  soc- 
eeeded  to  the  title,  but  found  bin  coroHct  a  barren  and  comfort- 
leu  trophy.  His  estates  were  cnnfiaeated,  himself  ioprisnaed 
tor  twelve  yean  iu  the  c.tHtle  of  Haroiacs,  iiear  Culaia,  and  his 
niontesB  (sister  to  the  potent  Earl  of  Warwick]  was  cnmpelleil 
Id  sopport  existence  by  the  escrcise  of  her  needle  !  This  waa 
llie  Earl  John,  who  accidentally  caused  tb^  defeat  of  the  Lanraa- 
trians  at  Bamet.  A  thick  mist  pervaded  the  field  at  the  coio- 
mcnceneut  of  tbe  battle.  In  spite  nf  the  coDfusion  created  by 
Ibis  ci re uma lance,  tlie  brave  Earl  beat  his  peculiar  opponents 
ftom  tlicir  ground;  hat,  vheu  returning  to  tbe  assistaucc  ofWiir- 
■ick,  his  brother-in-law,  iLe  fag  caused  h  mistake  of  fatal  ten- 
dency. The  device  oo  tlic  conts  of  Lord  Oxfurd's  soldiers  whs  a 
radiated  star;  and  that  worn  aa  a  badge  by  the  partisans  of  the 
inioucal  House  of  York  was  a  sun  with  rays.  In  the  dironew  of 
tke  BcasoD  Lord  Warwick  mistook  the  emblem,  and  directed  a 
tbar^  to  be  made  on  tlie  advancing  party  of  his  friends.  Ox- 
lord,  Buapectiog  treachery,  fled  with  800  of  his  followers,  and 
the  day  wwi  in  conMqnence  lost  I 

Tbe  earl,  however,  oatlived  tlic  severity  of  fortune,  and  no 
trials  eoald  lessen  the  force  of  his  antipathy  towards  the  honse 
of  York.  He  was  a  principal  actor  in  the  combat  of  Bosworib 
FiM;  and  was,  for  services  there  performed,  restored  to  liis  pos- 
sessions, and  made  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England  by  Henry 
VJL  Hii  Lordahip  died  in  tbe  fourth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
E3  and 
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aid  lilts  buried  at  the  (ktnily  fodndation  cf  «Coliie.*  la  MM^ 
qaence  of  Uie  death  of  Aubrey,  Earl  of  Oxfordshire,  ^fithont  male 
iwae,  in  the  year  1702,  the  title  became  extinct  in  the  line  ttf 
the  De  Veres,  and  remains  donnant  to  the  present  day.  But,  ia 
the  year  1711,  Queen  Anne  bestowed  tlie  titular  honour  of  Eail 
of  Oxford,  (tliat  is  to  say,  of  the  city^  not  of  the  shire/,  ik 
eonjunction  with  that  of  Mortimer,  on  Robert  Harley,  lord  high 
treasurer. 

The  family  of  this  eminent  statesman  took  name  from  the  toWE 
of  Harley,  in  Shropshire,  where  they  were  seated  before  the  ei« 
kanee  of  William  the  Conqueror.  Sir  William  De  Harley,  itIm 
possessed  the  lordship  of  the  paternal  manor  at  the  latter  fmrt  aif 
the  eleventh  century,  was  one  of  the  adventurers  in  the  first  ex» 
yedition  to  the  Holy4and,  and  was  signalized^  in  the  opinioB  4if 

thai 

*  It  was  thtd  Earl  of  Oxford  whom  tlie  coldbloodtd  Henry  VII.  choM  for 
the  noblenian  through  whose  iiittance  he  would  at  once  add  to  the  atora  of  hit 
eo6fert,  and  humble  the  temper  of  tiie  barons.  Tho  king  Tisited  De  Vere  at  hii 
castle  of  Henningharo,  and  wa^  eutertiiincd  fur  many  da^s  with  exubiirant  hos- 
pitality. At  hb  departure,  the  Earl's  tenants  and  retainers,  to  the  noraber  of 
some  hundreds)  ranged  themselves  in  two  iiues,  clad  tn  livery-coats  of  great 
magnificence.  Atler  passing  through  this  gorgeous  chnnuej,  Kiog  Henrr  Mid 
to  his  entertttiner,  *\  My  Lord  !  1  have  heard  much  of  your  hospitality ;  but  I 
see  it  is  greater  than  tlie  speech.  These  handsome  genilrraen  and  yeomea  are* 
sore,  your  menial  servants  ?'*  Tlie  Earl  smiled,  nnd  suid,  "  It  may  pleaae 
your  Grace,  that  were  not  for  mino  ea&e  j  they  arc  most  of  them  my  re- 
tainers, that  are  coiuc  to  ^o  me  service  sit  such  a  time  as  this,  and  chieiy  to 
sec  ^our  Grace."  But  this  smile  and  inadvertent  s|)eech  cost  the  Earl  dear. 
Tlie  Kint;  started,  contracted  his  brow,  and  said,  "  By  my  faith,  my  Lord  I 
I  thank  you  for  your  good  cheer,  but  1  may  not  endure  to  have  my  Ifwt 
broken  in  my  sight.  My  attorney  must  speak  with  you.'*  Tlie  Earl 
acco  rdingly  prosecuted  for  transgressing  the  law  against  retainers,  and 
fain  to  compound  fur  no  less  than  15,()00  marks. — ^Tlic  edict  by  which  Hcn^ 
restricted  ihe  barons  from  placing  their  badge  of  cognizance  on  more  than  a 
eeriain  number  of  retainers,  was,  assuredly,  politicDl  ;  but,  to  taie  advan- 
tage of  bland  hospitality,  and  to  make  his  great  friend  (the  tnan  who  bad 
suffered  so  much  in  the  Lancastrian  cause)  tli:  tirst  victim  to  bis  unrelenting 
policy,  wai  a  proof  of  frigid  ingratitude  that  cannot  be  too  severely  reprobated. 
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riutl  tmnuAk'ige,  by  being  present  nlthc  confjueat  of  Jctusalcni, 
in  ooHsctjiientc  of  which  BchiFvemi^nt  tlie  Kni|;blbii(ul  of  Uxi 
Sepulchre  nas  fbuiiJcd  *.  Malcolm  dc  IJarU'v,  a  dtKceoiUiit,  wus 
cbaptkJD  to  Etiword  I.  and  likewise  poasesserl  tlic  valuabli;  otfict  ai 
«9cNc>at«r  on  Uila  nide  Traiit  to  thai  moimrcb.  The  elder  brother. 
Sir  Rnhani  Harlcy,  was  greotly  scrvicuable  to  tbe  sanio  king  in 
bis  Soott««h  WRK,  and  wu  choseu  one  of  the  reprcseiilntives  for 
tb«  County  of  Salop  in  several  »lHc^es^ivL'  parliaments.  Ilia  eldnt 
wu,  Sir  Robtrt,  acquired  itr«mptoa  Caidle  (a  ticat  that  has  been 
the  TeoiiltQcv  of  many  of  his  descendants,]  by  an  intcrmarri>j,'e 
with  (h«  family  of  Brian  de  Brampton.  Sir  Brian  Harley,  iie> 
emid  son  of  tlie  above-named  Sir  Robert,  fought  willi  such  con- 
tpicuoua  ^llantry  iu  the  French  warn  of  Edward  III,  that  be  wai 
rectfmraended  by  the  Black  Prince  for  a  vacancy  in  the  order  of 
the  Garter;  bat  lie  died  before  his  election.  Iu  the  rei)pi  of 
Henry  IV.  Bryan  Harley,  Esq.  the  son  nf  Sir  Brian,  was  g«- 
Teraof  of  Montgomery  and  Dolverin  Caalles,  wliicli  lie  defended 
*ith  Ml  mach  bravery  a^inst  Owen  Gleodower,  that  he  was  ho- 
Hoared  by  being  allowed  to  change  the  hmily  crtat,  (a  buck's 
bead  proper,)  to  a  lion  rampant,  gnles,  iunin^  out  of  a  tower, 
triplrd- towered,  proper.  Tliron^h  stir<;eedint|:  £:cncrnli<iii<t  IIk'  fii' 
■By  itwiiaed  eon^icuonB  for  br«*ery  ud  patriotitm,  and  became, 
by  Taiiova  niarriftgea,  allied  to  come  of  the  oldeat  and  most  oobla 
Hnd  U  Ibe  kiagdom.  In  th«  Cromwellian  war  the  loyalty  and 
Ugb  Bf  hit  <rf  tbe  Hu^ey*  were  eminently  exhibited.  It  was  ia 
Hm  •Inggle  that  oye  of  the  family,  while  fighting  at  Uie  heU 
tf  m  r^ment  of  horse  raised  by  himself,  received  a  mnaket-ball, 
tUcb  be  bore  in  his  body  for  the  long  term  of  fifty-eight  yeata 
Oa  the  Restoration,  the  services  of  this  gentleman  were  daly  ap- 
^Rciated.  He  waa  o%red  a  peerage  by  Charles  II.  but  tbia 
hoMMr  he  modestly  declined,  saying,  that  "  if  be  accepted  itt 
Ui  zeal  and  services  for  tbe  restoration  of  the  ancient  goveni- 
■ent  nigbt  be  represented  as  proceeding  from  ambition  ratbcr 

£  4  Sobert 

*  PIsyfair'i  Bridib  Fuailj  Antiqoitj,  p.  387. 
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Robert  Barley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  vu 
born  ill  Bow-Blreet,  London,  and  «aa  educated  at  a  private  8<:hoc4, 
(that  of  Ihe  Rev.  J.  Bircli,  at  ShiltoD,  near  BurfoH,  in  Oxford* 
shire,]  a  semititiry  concerning  which  it  haa  been  remarLed  that  * 
Lord  High  Treasurer,  a  Lord  Hi^h  Chancellor,  a  Lord  Chief 
JuBtice  of  the  CommoH  Pleaa,  and  ten  Members  of  the  Houiie  of 
Comtuons,  were  all  coDtemporaries,  aa  well  in  Parliament  as  at 
school  \  Seldom  will  tliirlecn  uucli  pupilx  sit,  at  one  time,  upon 
the  clasfi  fomis  of  a  private  e»tahlibhnirnt ! 

Tlie  future  earl  assisted  his  father  in  raising  a  troop  of  horse, 
in  the  patriotical  interest,  at  the  piriod  of  the  great  Revolution  ; 
and.  on  the  accession  of  William  and  iMary,  he  wan  elected  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  for  Tre^ony  iu  Cornwall.  In  IJOl-2  lie  wu 
ehoBCD  Speaker  of  tlic  House  of  Cotnmous,  a  aitiiation  which  he 
held  when  Queen  Aune  came  to  the  crown.  Iu  1704  he  was 
sworn  of  her  Mitje^ty's  privy-couiicti,  and  in  llic  atjaf.  year  was 
appointed  one  of  the  principal  Becretaries  of  KLite,  retaining  at 
ihe  same  lime  liix  cliair  as  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  171U  h« 
was  conslitated  Chatitellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  one  of  the 
Comraiiujioners  of  the  Treusury.  It  was  iu  this  year  that  his  life 
waa  «x|>OKcd  to  tlie  danger  of  iiitended  assaasi nation.  While  Bit- 
ting at  Whitehall,  as  nieniher  of  the  committee  of  privy-council 
appointed  to  examine  the  Marijuis  de  Guiscard,  a  French  papis^ 
the  person  uuder  cxuminalioii  suddenly  stabhed  him  wilh  a  pen- 
knife that  he  had  taken  from  the  clerk's  room  into  which  he  was 
first  ushered.  In  tlic  iiribttion  and  hurry  of  the  minute  the  in- 
tended BSSHSsin  wau  so  rouH:hly  handled  that  he  died  in  Newgats 
(to  which  prison  he  whs  promptly  conveyed)  in  the  course  of  tba 
rnsuing  week.  Mr.  Hurley  recovered  from  his  wound  alter  a  short 
eonfinementi  and  the  House  of  Commons,  wiieii  informed  that  be 
would  speedily  appear  abroad,  resolved  to  shew  its  eense  of  hi> 
exalted  merits  liy  a  formal  couf^ratulation  on  his  escape  awl 
recovery.  Accordingly,  wlien  he  entered  the  house,  the  Speaker 
addressed  to  him  a  feeling  and  complimeutary  speech,  to  whieh 
he  returned  a  suitable  Buswer.     It  was  in  consequence  of  this 
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fniie  tMi  fendona  uaauU  that  an  act  of  Pariiamenl  wm  pa  A. 
GOBstitutin^  it  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  for  any  pc 
to  attempt  llie  life  of  a  privy-caunsdlor  in  the  execulioD  «f 
office.  A  cUnac  was  likewise  inserted  for  the  inJemnificatioi] 
sJl  tboae  who,  "  in  defending  Mr,  Marley,  did  ffive  any  wo 
or  braise  to  the  Sieur  Guisrofd,  whereby  he  received  his  iteitli 

In  1 71 1  Mr.  Harley  vaa  advaiieed  to  the  peerage,  by  ttie  i 
wti  titles  of  BsroD  Harley  of  Wjgmore  in  tlie  county  of  I: 
fcrd ;  Earl  of  Oxford  and  MortimeT ;  with  reraaiudcr,  in  fa 
of  isBDe  male,  to  the  heirs  uf  Sir  Robert  Harley,  Knight  o 
Batb,  his  grandfather.     On  the  29th  of  May,  inlhesani 
lit>  Najexly  conferred  upon  him  the  office  of  Lurd  Uigt 
sorer;  and  on  tite  2(ith  of  Uetolver,  in  tlir  year  ensuing,  be 
elected  »  K  night -Compauion  of  the  order  of  tlir  Garter.   The  n 
able  hclmsnmii  has  seldom  posneGsed  powi'r  tn  rule  yntit  permiu 
mcceu  tlie  Ktonuy  sea  of  politics.    Ilis  Lurdalitfi  n.fiynct/ office 
thc27lli  of  July.  1714,  just  five  days  befurc  the  Jcatli  of  the  r 
■istfeu  to  whoni  he  hud  proved  so  just  and  so  capable  a  nor 
Tfcc  atorm  once  triumphant,  ever)  hand  was  ready  lo  profi 
ibc  «rc(^k.     Cabal  nnd  intrigui'  pursued  their  rrvel ;  and, 
Jane  10,  17ld,  the  Earl  was  impeached  hy  the  Houm  of  Con^ 
■ana  of  high  treaMn,  and  rarious  other  crimes  and  lalsdemeanMi. 
Im  JbI j  be  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  sudfered  caafiBenieat 
kt  Marly  two  y%an.     A  trial  then  took  phce,  the  mult  of  wbicA 
«M  tm  twDMinble  acquittal  bj  kia  Peers.     His  tordahip  died  i* 
the64th  vearofkiaage,  A.  D.  1734.     We  are  compelled  to  vara 
■11  cauiniiiatioD  of  his  political  coaduct,  though  wa  believe  tbat 
Mcb  a  acraliny  would  tend  to  the  honor  of  hia  memory  ;  bnt  it  n 
Hipoaaible  to  avoid  reaiinding  the  reader  that  (in  direct  oppoai- 
tian  lo  tbe  graat  political  luminary  which  soon  after  appeared* 
8ir  Kobarl  Walpole,}  be  *»a  the  patron  and  friend  of  thoae  Hto- 
lary  men  on  whom  the  polikb  of  the  age  depended.     The  tributea 
of  Pope  appeiir  doubly  valuable  when  we  consider  that  they  were 
mtdered  in  opposition  to  the  wish  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  a  noble- 
naa  who  too  often  obtained  an  aicendaiit  ever  the  judgnent  of 
tl«t.«riter. 
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OXFORD, 


The  classical  and  splendid  metropolis  of  this  comity,  is  seated 
on  a  gentle  elevation,  in  the  area  of  an  amphitheatre  of  hills. 
The  rivers  Isis  and  Charwell  encompass  the  city  on  the  east,  the 
west,  and  the  south,  ornamenting  and  enriching  the  circnmjacent 
valley  with  meadows  of  a  luxuriant  description,  while  the  "  will 
•f  hills/'  beforementioned,  shields  the  city  of  the  Muses  from  the 
.  winds  most  iniinieal  to  health  and  comfort 

The  city  of  Oxford  presents  a  grand  and  interesting  spectaele 
from  all  the  nci;Lrhbouring  heights.  Its  spires,  its  towers,  and 
various  public  ediHces,  display  the  triumph  of  learning  with  grate- 
fill  magnificence ;  nor  is  the  eflect  of  these  lessened  on  nearer 
inspection.  The  chief  approaches  to  Oxford  are  particularly 
good.  On  the  ixest,  the  city  is  entered  by  a  broad  and  excellent 
causeway,  that  proceeds  over  many  elegant  modern  bridges  of 
stone.  On  the  north,  the  traveller  finds,  as  he  passes  throogh 
St  Giles's,  a  will  built  street,  more  than  2000  feet  long, 
and  246  feet  broad,  in  which  are  two  churches,  and  several 
public  buildings,  besides  the  veueruble  colleges  of  Ralliol  and 
St  John.  The  High  Street  is  conspicuously  fine,  and  derives 
an  indescribable  interest  from  the  curved  direction  in  which  it  is 
formed.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  a  fresh  display  of  archi- 
tectural grandeur  takes  place  at  almost  every  step.  This  street 
is  well  paved,  and  its  sides  are  adorned  by  the  colleges  of 
University,  Qmeen^s,  and  All  Souls,  The  embattled  tower  of 
Carfax  Church  ornaments  one  extremity,  and  a  bridge  of  tasteful 
construction,  in  addition  to  the  grand  and  lofty  pinnacles  of  Mag- 
dalen College,  completes  the  prospect  at  the  opposite  termina- 
tion. While  contemplating  this  scene  we  readily  admit  the  words 
of  the  legitimate  University  Poet*,  to  convey  no  more  than 
genuine  prosaic  truth : 
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"  Would  Clio  seek  the  most  distingoiiird  sett, 
Kfott  bJest«  where  all  is  so  suhlinielj  bleit, 
TbAt  with  superior  grace  overlooks  the  rest ; 
Like  a  rich  geniy  in  circling  gold  enshria'd. 
Where  liiis'  waters  wind 

Along  the  sweetest  shore 
Th&t  ever  felt  fair  Culture's  band^ 

Or  Spring's  embroider'd  mantle  wore, 
Lo !  where  majestic  Oiford  stands." 

Tbe  word  Oxfordshire  was  written  by  the  Saxons  Oxnaporib)*ci|ie» 
and  stands,  in  Domesday  Book,  Oxenefordscire.     Lehind  has  hr 
bogred  to  prove  that  the  original  of  the  name,  Oxford,  arose 
from  tbe  contiguity  of  the  river  Ous,  (in  Latin^  IsisJ  and  sap- 
poses  that  the  ancient  town  was  denominated  Ousford,    But  this 
hypothesis  appears  to  be  the  offspring  of  a  mere  love  of  novelty. 
We  are  not  aware  that  any  writings  are  extant  in  which  the  word 
is  so  spelt.     In  all  probability  the  original  town  derived  its  ap- 
pellati(m  from  the  frequent  passage  of  oxen  over  the  adjacent 
rivers ;  and  Camden  appositely  observes,  that  other  nations  have 
bestowed  names  on  places  from  a  similar  inducement.     The  Gre- 
cians had  their  Bosphorus,  and  the  Germans  their  Ochenfurt, 
upon  the  river  Oder,  both  simply  and  unequivocally  mcanins^  a 
ford  of  oxen. 

A  city  so  long  favoured  by  science  must  necessarily  be  sup- 
posed to  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  learned  in  cverj'  age ; 
and,  also^  to  have  afforded  continual  matter  for  those  conjectures 
of  the  curious,  which  rather  amuse  the  fancy  than  convince  the 
understanding.  The  writers  concerning?  the  antiquity  of  Oxford 
have  been  numerous^  and  they  have  gone  ver^'  far  indeed  in  en- 
deavours to  bestow  on  it  the  venerable  crust  of  a  remote  day.  By 
the  most  con6dent  of  these  historians  it  is  af^scrted  that,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  and  nine  before  Christ,  Ma:tphri(\  "  king  of 
the  Britons,"  built  a  town  on  the  site  of  the  present  city.  This 
town  is  said  to  have  been  called  Caer-Mrmphric,  in  h(»nour  of 
the  founder.     The  same  writer  (J.  Ross,  ^honi  Dugilale  terms  a 

fameus 


famous  antiquary)  proceeds  lo  say,  "  Oxford  prino  a  Conditore 

HEMI'HRICIU — CAEEt  MEMPKIC  dicLl,    dclndc  BELLES tTIJM,   for- 

■sn  a  Bi-llo  monte  vicino,  poslea  ridohek,   i.  e.  vadmn  Bounii 
clCaer  vosaa  (Bosso)  a  camilc  quodam  qui  floruit  lempore  artin 
Oxfard  wail  liret  caltod  Mimhrc  (this  \Kmg  Celtic,  or  BritUb,  | 
JIfem/jArJc  to  llie  present  day;)  tbeu  Bclle-iititm,  from  a 
inountaiii  near;  nderwkrds  Ridohai,  imply iag,  in  Uiu  Celtic  fa 
guage,  a  Tcinl  nrnxen,  oad  Caer-toiisa  (Bteaniog  Bona  J  a  « 
Earl  thnt  llouri>litd  in  tlic  time  of  Kinor  Arthur." 

Tliiit  >(alenwnt  ia  cniditod,  and  rc^peated,  by  Tf  yue,  £ 
Levis,  Wood,  &c.  and  Dr.  Stukf  ley  iiifornu  us  '~  likkt  the  Oftg 
town  was  built  oh  the  west  cod  of  tlie  present  city,  . 
tor  where  the  county  gaol  now  etuods, 

A  multiptication  ormodeni  nameq  availslittluwilh  Ihc  jtldid 
read^.  He  li>okf>  siiij^ly  to  llie  sotirce  whence  iirimary  inron 
tioa  was  derived;  niid,  wlieii  he  hiida  lliat  Hois  only  p 
gain  i  ill  el  I  ige  »[■■_•  on  this  sufajret  from  cert&ia  "  Welch,  «r  Brll 
iMoks,"  whicli  are  not  now  to  be  inspected,  and  eonoeriiiiis  .1 
dales  of  which  he  makes  nn  mention,  little  rtliance  will  be  pi 
on  hisButhority. 

Although  Ibe  period  of  ils  founilation  cannot  be  satisfft 
ascerlaiued,  il  atill  appears  that  a  lurj.'c  aswinbla^e  of  buildil 
existed,    en    the    site   of   the    prfKtiit   city,  i 
aboriginnl  DritonN.     Thia  plar^^  oQen  occurs  ui 
appellalioii  of  V»rr  I'tn  Hal-^H,  a  city,  or  town,  situate  oi 
eraincncc,  between  two  riirera,  and  adorned  willi  niMidit, 
Anius  Plautius  entered    Britain,   by  command  of  tliu  Enfti 
Clnudiiis,  Qxiord   is   saidt   to  "  have  sutfered  itK  I 
hie  downful :  luclytum  Oxuniuin  Romuiiis  tcuiporibua  vel  i 
liWTel  omnina  nihil  fiterit  niui  Atf-ticAeyn,  vis.  Bosphorus  « 
trajeclua  Buum.     Tlie  once  renowned  cily  of  Oxf»rd,  i 
of  the  Romans,  wiik  reduced  to  (be  form  of  a  tittle  village,  m  li 
nothing,  as  It  were,  left  of  it  but  its  uauie,  and  hcrving  « 


afoq 
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a  fbrd  far  oxea  lo  pass  ot^/'  Admitting  tlus  to  be  oomd; 
we  mnst  beliere  that  tbe  city  was  ratiier  abandoned  by  tba 
BriloBs  than  destroyed  by  the  Romaos^  since  it  has  been  shewn 
that  tbe  inTaders  entered  into  a  ready  and  fiyailiar  associatioa 
with  tbe  original  inhabitants  of  the  larger  parts  of  Oxfordshii^ 
the  Dobuni:  a  circunstanee  of  abandonment  that  appears  by  no 
■cans  unlikely  ;  for  the  Romans  fixed  their  chief  station  on  tho 
etstern  part  of  tbe  county,  and  the  tributary  natives  may  reason* 
ably  be  supposed  to  have  flown  to  that  neighbourhood  for  sholi 
ler.  Although  Wood,  Lelaod,  and  many  other  antiquaries,  haivt 
endeavoured  to  establish  it  as  an  opinion  fhat  Oxford,  *'  like  a 
Phoenix,  rose  from  her  ashes,"  and  was  a  place  of  ^lendonr  and 
notoriety  during  the  Roman  sway  in  England,  the  aiguflMnln 
which  Ihey  have  advanced  are  by  no  means  conclusive.  It  is 
contended,  that  Ptolemy  distinguishes  Oxford,  though  he  misi* 
takes  its  situation,  and  calls  it  Calleva ;  -hut  there  is  no  mentien 
of  it  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus  9  and  it  is  allowed  not  to  hwvo 
formed,  at  any  era,  a  Roman  gwrison-town.  When  the  Saxoat 
commenced  their  ravages,  Oxford  fell  a  speedy  sacrifiee,  and  in 
asserted  by  Leland  '*  to  have  been  reduced  by  hard  usage  to  a  viU 
iage,  having  lit  lie  more  to  boast  of  than  its  ancient  name/'  But; 
after  the  Saxons  had  effected  a  complete  conquest- of  the  island, 
they  restored  Oxford  to  its  former  respcctaliility,  and  exchanged 
its  ancient  British  appellation  for  one  more  agreeable  to  their  own 
language,  though  still  retaining  the  precise  meaning  of  the  origi- 
nal. In  727,  tlie  city  gained  new  consequence  from  the  erection 
of  a  monastery,  which  was  founded  by  Didan,  Subrcgulus,  or 
£arl,  of  Oxford.  This  monastic  structure  was  dedicated  to  tho 
Holy  Trinity,  and  the  founder  and  his  wife  were  both  interred 
within  its  walks.  Fridisurida,  the  dnughler  of  this  noble  pair, 
was  governess  of  the  monastery  so  founded  ;  concerning  whom  ia 
told  the  following  marvellous  tale  :— ''  Algar,  Earl  of  Leicester, 
bad  been  inflamed  with  the  love  of  this  lady,  and  coveted  her, 
though  sacred  and  forbidden,  for  bis  wife.  On  her  concealing 
herself  from  him  in  a  wood  at  Benson,  twelve  miles  from  Oxford, 

t  the 


k 


r 


OXIOKDSBIKE. 

ilie  city  was  tlireatcDed  nith  destruction  by  fire,  on  condition  shv 
«as  not  found.  Such  tyranny  nud  piesuniplion  coulil  not  eaoupe 
Divine  veui^eancc ;  lie  was  Htrack  blind!  Hence  arose  sucli  a 
dread  to  the  kings  o/  Itriluin,  that  none  of  his  Kucccssors  dared 
enter  Oxl'ord  for  some  time  afler."  * 

At  what  period  the  "  kinir-s  of  Britain"  were  first  enabled  ta 
overcome  tbls  pniilc  we  are  not  inforineil ;  but  the  Great  Alfred 
chose  the  city  Tor  the  residence  uf  himscirand  bis  thrtw  iions.  He 
established  a  mint  at  Oxford,  and  the  owney  there  coined  wu 
termed  OcsnafofHia.  He  is,  likewise,  supposed  to  have  effecled 
a  more  important  establishment ;  and,  from  this  perind,  the  an- 
nals of  learning  ure  inseparably  blended  with  those  of  Oxford,  at 
a  ciiff. 

Few  circumstaiiceB  have  caused  more  discussion  among  thit 
votaries  of  literature  than  the  precise  era  of  the  poondation  of 
THE  vHiveRSiTT.  Many  books  have  been  written  on  the  sub- 
ject, with  a  wasteful  prodigality  of  recondite  erudition.  Thomas 
Key,  Master  of  University  College,  was  the  original  champion 
for  the  antiquity  of  Oxford;  Dgainat  whom  Dr.  Cains  of  Cant- 
bridge  entered  the  lists,  .md  mainlained  that  Osford  was  muclr 
inftrinr,  in  point  of  age,  to  the  Sister  University.  The  question 
was  tolally  unworthy  nf  the  learning  and  labour  bestowed,  and 
hns  long  l>ecn  put  to  rc.it  with  the  quibbles  of  Duns  Scotus.  and 
the  legend  of  Si.  Fridiswida.  Some  of  Ibe  fantastical  writera 
who  entered  into  (his  dispute  referred  the  origin  of  Oxford,  as  a 
neat  of  learning,  to  "  the  age  next  succeeding  the  destruction  of 
Troy."—"  The  studies  of  literature  flourished  here,"  says  Mid 
dettdnrji,"  ever  since  those  excellent  philosophers,  with  the  Tro- 
jans coming  out  of  Greece,  under  the  command  of  Bruit,  entered 
and  settled  in  Britam."  Others,  somewhat  more  modest,  only 
vish  to  aifirm  that  "  the  University  was  founded  by  Aniragm, 
■  British  king,  according  to  Juvenal,  under  the  rei{pi  of  Donitian, 
about  seventy  years  after  our  Lord's  Incarnation."  Another  party, 
with  greater  appcoranoe  of  candour,  declines  to  mention  the  exact 
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feriod  of  its  foondation,  but  still  is  of  opinioD  that  it  took  place 
"  soon  after  this  kingdom  was  converted  to  Christianity.''  It 
will  be  obrioos  that  these  controvertists  argue  without  any  an- 
thoritatife  data,  and  merely  build  their  hypotheses  on  absurd 
BKmkiBh  traditions. 

Eren  the  fonndation  of  Oxford,  as  a  place  of  study,  by  King 
Alfred,  has  aflbrded  room  for  discussion.  John  Ross,  the  histo- 
rian before  mentioned,  who  lifed  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  as- 
verted  that,  "  when  the  King  and  the  Pope  had  suspended  all  ike 
Vnivfrsiiies  of  England,  Alfred  established,  within  this  city,  at 
his  own  expense,  three  teachers  of  grammar,  arts,  and  divinity, 
in  three  diftrent  places ;  one  in  the  High  Street,  towards  the 
east  gate,  for  twenty-six  grammarians,  which,  for  the  inferiority 
of  tiM  science,  was  to  be  called  Utile  Unhoersiif  Hall,  a  name 
it  retatned  to  the  time  at  which  he  wrote ;  another  hall,  towards 
tile  north  wall,  in  the  present  school  street,  for  twenty-six  lo- 
jgicians,  or  philosophers,  called  Lester  Unvoeriiiy  Hall;  and  a 
third,  in  the  High  Street,  near  the  first  hall,  for  twenty-six  di- 
vines. '  Several  other  halls  arose,  shortly  after,  erected  by  the 
townsmen,  in  imitation  of  their  sovereign,  but  at  their  own 
cost" 

When  Camden  published,  in  1603,  his  edition  of  Auer  (the 
contemporary  and  biographer  of  King  Alfred)  there  appeared  a 
paragraph  corroborative  of  the  above  statement;  but  Gough,  in 
his  observation  on  Camden's  account  of  Oxfordshire,  in  the  Bri- 
tannia, says,  ^*  The  paragraph  from  Asser  was  not  in  that  older 
MS.  published  by  Archbishop  Parker,  1574;  nor  in  that  in  the 
Cottonian  library,  since  burnt,  which  Wanley  dates  about  a  cen- 
tury  after  Asser.  The  manuJscript  which  Camden  printed  has 
never  appeared  since ;  and  all  we  have,  in  favour  of  its  genuine- 
ness, is  an  affidavit  of  Twyne  to  Wood;  *  for  both  Camden  and 
Tanner  'thought  it  no  older  than  Richard  the  Second's  time;  and 
OHnden  nmy  have  published  it,  as  he  found  it,  without  any  pre- 

Vot.  Xir.  F  fatory 

«  Hilt,  ind  Ant.  of  Oxford,  p.  tf. 


fatory  accoant  0^  iis  Tariationii,  or  eyen  witlioiit  oo/Lu^  tjitir  u^ 
9friioi\^,  if  t^ey  vere  so/* 

It  i^'cer^,  as  w  further  p^erved  by  Goagh^  t^t  V^p^ 
expresslj^  says^  "  the  H.ijitor}'  of  Oxford  Unifersily  pr<n;p^$.  mn^ 
lamfacii  de  Eal/rido  mentionem;''  but,  stilly  iiiap](  eai;^;  ^fP^ffff 
of  cijedit  ime^uivocally  asprijl^e  the  finiii^atiQB  of  MDhpoh  9%  Qx* 
ffftA  to  that  king ;  and  ^er  Ififia^f  iu  A^rchbiahop  Parkflf^a 
copy,  as  well  ap  in  tbat  of^  QaipdeD,  ipajniiatea  the  cirnwiahnaag 
wl^e^  tpeaHi^g  of  the  wauimy  tp  which  Alfred  p^thia  yonmrijt 
aoti,  iPltjlielwefd, 

Apcordjng  to  t^e  edition  of  Asstr^  pabUalfed  by  P^B|i|yp^  v^ 
Tfirip^  other  works,  coipmoiily  deeiped  resp6ot|dd|^  Alftfd  ^ 
?id^  bis  wl^olfi  yearly  income  iato  two  parU;  aft^rwa|^  «|^ 
diYidfd  oi|&  Into  other  gortiops,  aif^then  ap||r9priatj^lli6l|lif4 
tbonepf  to  t|ie  ifMUQtfnancf  of  his  uoTel  est^bljsb.sM^i  The  <4i| 
aani^f  of,  ijnp  mppastery  <if  Wi|ia^|ieiter  evep  X^^jko?  ao  %r.  i|f 
to  ifame  t|Hi  ^t  profemrs  in  the  UaiTaraity:-*-'^Ii|  tbf^y^ 
of  oiif  I^rd  886^  in  ti^e  secoi^d.  year  of  St.  Griifibald's  COfiWg 
o¥er  tirtoEogland,  Uie  Upiyenity  of  Oxford  was  fimnded.  T^ 
first  re|[ei^t8  fjbcre,  and  readers  iyi  diyif|ity^  were  iSlr.  Neoi,  aii  ab* 
bot  and  eminent  Professor  of  Theology ;  and  Sl  GriwtbaU,  9^ 
elo|^aei^t,  and  most  ex^cellent  intpi|feter  of.tb^  Holy  Scriptmes. 
Graminar  and,  rhetoric  were  tpight  byyj#|mt^,  a  n^onk,  a,q^ 
of  extr^rdipaiy  i^ariiii^.  Mk!^*  >9nsiC|t  and  aritbmetic^  wm 
read  by  J^kn^  a  monk.of  l^t,  Diiyid's*  Geoinetry  and  aatrQnpp^jr 
were  profetse^  by  Jo^^,  a  monk^  and  oolkagoo  of  SL  Griqibf^i 
a  maa  of^sh^rp  wit  an^,  iiapiense  l^pow[l^d{fo.  These  iQCtmii 
were  of|ei>  honoured  with, the  presence  of  the  most  illoatriom  a^^ 
invincible  monarch,  Kiqg  Ajfredji  whose  npemory,  to  e?^  Ja^c^ma 
taste,  shfill  boalways  sweeter  than  honey/' 

Accord[ipjp  to  thipsuspecte4.teiio]^of  Asser,  as  b^  ta  prf9mle4 
in  Camden's  ^ition,  the  ^j^t^  year  of  (baiidatiof ,  produced  a  009^ 
mencemeut  of  dissension  among  t|i||e  teachers..  The  '^  old  aolia^ 
lars/'  whom  Grimbald  found  a|  Oxford  (by  which  t€n|i.we|S^pst» 
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,  nAenttrad  the  learni'd  mea  aaGemblcd  by  Alfred  from 
It  religion!)  inatitutions)  disapproved  of  hia  laws  anil  Turnvf 
ifinicr.  Thh  dtSerence  of  opinion  renmlned  within  tolerable 
if  the  term  of  three  ye&rs ;  but  thea  prudactd  auch  vio- 
ectii  that  the  king  repaired  in  person  to  Oxtbrd,  and  lis- 
n  the  stntemeDt  of  both  pnrties  with  much  patience.  He 
IbAore  ta  make  miy  peremptory  decision,  but  exhorted  all  the 
(om  plain  ants  to  hy  aside  their  diaputeu,  and  to  live  in  brotherly 
nmcord.  The  pride  of  Orimbald  wan  too  grtal  to  allow  of  hia 
alteiidiui^  to  Mitb  mild  admonitions,  tie  retired  to  the  mooastery 
of  Winchester;  to  which  place  he,  shortly  after,  conveyed  a 
cenotaph  that  he  had  caused  to  be  prepared  for  bimspir,  and  had 
oriei'ttflj  lixed  in  a  yanlt  under  the  chancel  of  «t.  Peter,  at  Ox- 
firi.  lo  contempt  of  the  injury  auKtnined  Iram  these  diei- 
leunoB*,  titemlure,  however,  Hooriahcd  to  an  eminent  a  degree 
miitt  ttle  festering:  care  of  Alfred,  that,  before  the  end  of  his 
reigH,  he  bad  (he  hononrable  pride  of  aayitig"  lliitt  all  his  bishops' 
seta  wore  fflled  by  prelates  of  great  learning,  and  every  pulpit  in 
Eagland  famished  with  a  good  preacher."  * 

But,  with  the  death  of  the  great  Alfred,  the  praaperily  of  Ilia 
est^liahraetit  for  Ibe  dissemination  of  learning  faded.  Edward, 
bts  son  and  aucceisor,  though  he  had  received  a  careful  education, 
winkd  th6  genius  of  his  illustrious  father.  The  progress  of 
learhiag  depends  on  political  ease ;  and  Edward  was  not  able  to 
preaerve  the  indepmdence  of  hia  country.  Tlie  Danes  entertd 
EMjjland  in  saccesaful  multitudes;  and  that  era  which  has  been 
styled  "  the  age  of  iron  for  its  barharism  aud  wiclccducas,  the  age 
<^kad  r«r'its  dulnesR  anil  stupidity,  and  the  age  of  darkness  for 
id  blindness  and  i^oranccj"  took  place. 

In  the  year  97!t,  Oxford  was  burned  to  Ihe  ground ;  and,  in 
lOOi,  the  partially -renovated  city  experienced  the  same  fate, 
Yel  was  the  temper  of  the  inhabilinU  so  sleady  aad  persevering, 
Hurt  (with  "  Ibe  benevolence  of  nobles,  and  others  aifccted  In 
lavraiflg',"  ai  Wood  uksctIs,)  it  soon  was,  in  some  measure,  re- 
F  2  Nlored. 
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elored,     But  it  revived  only  to  encounter  (resU  disasters,    la 
1009,  Sirein,  tiic  Daiiitili  invader,  again  placed  firebrands  in  the 
city  :  the  assailauU,  however,  departed  before  tlie  liavuc  becitme 
generftl,  and  tbe  flames  were  extin^'uinhcd.     A  scene  of  Lorrible 
■lughtcr  took  place  at  Oxford  iji  Uie  year  101-2.  'The  DaiiM;  ] 
had,  at  tJii)!  period,  elTccteil  a  partial  uettleniPnt  in  various  diK-< 
trictfl  of  England,  ami   King  Elhelred.  in  order  to  yratify  i 
vcDge,  aud  rid  himself  of  Uie  encroaciiers,  by  one  blow  of  dread* 
ful  maUipiancy,  forwarded  lettei«into  all  parts,  directing  bis  sub>,  | 
jccts  to  sacrifice  the  Dunes,  witliout  a  solitary  exception,  oil 
day  dedicated  lo  the  feast  of  St.  Brice.     This  order  was 
cuti^  with  terrible  fidelity  at  Oxford.     No  regard  was  paid  to^j 
■ex  or  dignity.      Muiy    of  the   wretched    victims  fled  to  I 
chuichev,  in  liojie  of  sanctuary ;    but  were  there  &Iain, 
raercy,  while  tbey  stoo<l  embracing  tlie  altars !     Among  I 
who  fell  was  the  Lady  Guuilda,  lister  to  Sweio,  King  of  Dm^- 
nark,  who  had  uuiforinly  evinced  friendship  towards  the  Eugliafa,,    i 
and  had  been  sent  as  a  hostage  on  condition  of  peace,  tegfrtUcc^  J 
with  her  liiisband,  PoltHgus.' 

In  consequence  of  this  ferocious  outrage,  Swein  entered  t 
country  in  arms,  and  talked  loudly  of  inflicting  sangnin 
vengeance^  but,  in  rc^'ard  ta  Oxford,  it  appears  that  he  <: 
frightened  the  people  into  a  surrender,  aud  took  pledg'es  of  tbe 
Ktlig  Etlielred  had  now  become  familiar  with  assagsiaatiou ;  i 
he  invited,  tliree  years  after  the  (general  (iiassacrc,  a  large  parQFjl 
of  the  Danes  to  a  coiifercuce  in  tbe  city  scarce  cleansed  from  tl 
blood  of  their  friends.  On  this  occiisiou,  Edric,  Earl  of  Mercii 
a  btothcr-in-law,  and  creature  of  the  king's,  caused  two  of  ti 
Danish  noblemen  to  be  treacherously  murdered.  This  injur 
tlie  Danes  endeavoured  to  reveuge,  but  they  were  overpowered  ;,  i 
and  some  of  ttitui,  taking  shelter  iu  St.  I-'rid's  church,  were  thee 
burned. 

Dnriiig  the  successive  struggles  between  the  Saxons  and  UiM 

Danes  Oxford  often  suflered  severely ;  and,  amid  such  brutal  and^ 

tifldicUvc  contests,  it  must  aeccBaorily  be  supposed  that  the  ii 

i  tercsts. 


teroiB  of  leming  were  qnite  dtsregtriied.    In  fiict,  no  anthor* 
Hioogli  sereFal.  hsTe  been  mentioned  who  possened  eontideraUe' 
tngeoutj,  bat  been  able  to  ascertain  any  prominoit  resolt  ac- 
^rrnng  from  Ihooe  atndtes  which  many  are  willing  to  believe  were 
atiB  BuenNisly  attended.     But,  although  the  sordid  and  iron 
charaetar  of  the  ages,  wbich  aborUy  followed  the  bright  reign  of 
AHnd,  anapcnded  the  tide  of  learning  in  its  promising  career, 
tte  city  of  OxtM  progressively  arose  to  mnch  political  eonse- 
faowo.    King  Sdmnnd,  sumamed /roimcfe,  resided  here;  and 
wai^  nbapipily,  mnnlercd  in  the  city/  November  the  dOth^lOlfi. 
GsMrflr,  Bot  vnjnstly  denominated  ikt  Great,  maintained  bis 
eovrtat  Oxford  for  many  years;  and,  in  the  year  1022,  held  a 
gnit  ttmndl,  at  which  time  the  Lawf  of  Edward  were  first 
tnBwhlsd.into  Latin,  and  enjoined  to  all  anhjects,  IHnes as  well 
SB  En^ab.    In  1(MW,  the  same  monarch  oonfirmed  hy  bis  royal 
safborHj,  in  a  Pkriiament  held  at  Oxford,  the  Edicts  of  King 
Harold,  aamamed  Harefbot,  from  his  great  agility  in 
escreiaea,  likewise  fixed  his  chief  resideoee  in  the 
city.    The  ceremony  of  his  coronation  was  performed  here,  and 
I  he  hnealhed  his  laat  at  this  fivroured  place  of  re^  abode,  tlioogli' 
his  remains  were  carried  for  interment  to  Westminster.    William, 
styled  the  Couqneror,  had  not  long;  been  crowned  at  Westminster, 
when  he  made  a  progress  towards  the  north,  for  the  purpose  of 
intisudating  such  of  his  new  subjects  as  were  unwilling  to  receive 
the  destroyer  of  the  brave  but  impetuous   Harold  for  their  so- 
vereign.   In  the  course  of  this  progress,  William  approached  Ox- 
ford ;  but  the  inhabitants  closed  their  gales^  and  denied  liim  en- 
trance.    He  immediately  resorted  to  force ;  and,  having  stonned 
the  city,  speedily  gained  admittance.      The  reign  of  William 
forms  an  important  era  in  the  History  of  Oxford;  and  the  sur* 
Tcy  made  by  order  of  that  king  afibrds  the  reader  so  interesting 
an  opportnuty  of  drawing  a  comparative  analysis  between  tlic 
precise  state  of  the  city  at  that  period,  and  its  population  and 
wealth  in  succeeding  ages,  that  it  appears  desirable  to  present 
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the  account,  vilbout  abridgement, 
DomesJay  :^ 


I  it  Btaodi  III  the  Record  of 


"  Oxtne/ordneire     (Oxfordshirt.) 

[On^.id4,«.  I.] 

"  In  the  time  of  King  Edward,  Oxeneford  (Oxford)  paid,  for 
toll  and  gable,  and  all  other  customs,  yearly  to  the  king,  Iweuty. 
pounds,  and  six  sextaries  of  honey.      But  to  Earl  Algar,  tea- 
pouiii}!,  hia  mill  being  added,  which  he  bad  vithiu  ^tn/'ra,J  the>' 
city. 

"  When  the  king  went  on  an  expedition,  twenty  iHWirewW'' 
went  with  him,  for  all  the  others ;  or  they  paid  twenty  ponnd^. 
(o  the  king  that  all  might  be  free.  Now,  Oxeneford  (Qxfo|ii)  ' 
pays  tixty  pounds  by  tale,  of  twenty  pence  in  the  ore. 

"  In  the  town  iUelf,  as  wtll  withiu  the  walls  as  without,  tber*; 
are  two  hondrcd  and  forty  three  houses,  paying  the  (ax  ;  uu),  l>6> 
sides  these,  there  are  five  hundred  hoiiKS,  save  Iweoty-lwo,  a^  ' 
vtaate  and  decayed  that  they  cannot  pay  the  lax,  | 

"  The  king  lias  twenty  marel  mansions,  which  were  Earl  AUv 
gar's,  in  Kiug  Edvard's  time,  paying  then,  and  now,  fonrtesQ 
shillings,  save  two-pence.     And  he  haa  one  mansion,  payiag  ais«. 
pence,  belonging  to  Scipton  (Shipton  ;)  and  another  of  fourpcsce^ 
belonging  to BlochciAara  (Dloxham;)  and  a  tbitd,  paying  tbij^4" 
pence,  belonging  to  Aue^cr^^  (Riithoroiigh;}  nod  two  otjwn  of 
four-pence,  belonging  to  Tuiforde  (Twyforil)  in  Buckinghamr 
shire;  one  of  these  is  waate.     They  are  called  mural  mansioot,/ 
because,  if  it  be  necessary,  and  the  king  command  it,  they  repair 
the  walls. 

"  To  the  lands  which  Earl  Aubery  held  hclooes  one  church  audr' 
three  mansions  ;  two  of  these,  paying  twenty-eight  pence,  lie  t« 
the  church  of  St.  Mary  ;  and  the  third,  paying  five  shiiliogs,  lie* 
to  Burefurd  (Biirford.) 

To 
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IB  Vait  vliich  E«rl  Wjltiun  h«lil  belong  nine  manaions, 
eii  sbillinge.     Three  of  lliese  are  wnsk-. 
*  The  Archliisliup  of  Canterbnrj  lias  sCTen  raansiona ;  lljey 
fKj  Uiirty-eight  pence.     Fonr  of  Ifiese  are  waste. 

"  The  Bishop  of  Winchenter  ham  nine  mantiioiiB ;  they  pay  sixty- 
two  fenet.     Three  of  these  arc  waste. 

"  The  Bishop  of  Baieux  h^  eighteen  tnansiona,  which  pay 
Uuftem  abiltiugB  and  fuur-peucc.  Four  of  these  are  waate.  Tfa« 
Biabop  of  UdcoIo  tias  thirty  maDstons,  paying  eighteen  abillinf^s 
and  nxpence,  sixleen  of  which  are  waste.  The  Bishop  orCnii- 
atance  kas  two  mamiona.  paying  fourteen-pence,  SBil  th«  Bishop 
of  Uerdbrd  baa  three  mansions,  pnjiii^''  thirteen -pence.  Oiie  of 
Uaa  M  waste. 
"  The  Abbot  of  St.  Edmund's  hins  oue  mausion,  payioi;  six- 
beloD^tn^;  to  ^ntoM^  (Tainton.)  The  Abbot  of  Abingdon 
a  niansioDs,  paying  seven  shillinj^  and  three  pence  ;  eight 
ch  aie  waste  ;  and  ^bt  Abbot  of  Eglcahani  bus  one  cburcli, 
^ttiirteeD  maiuionB,  paying  ni«e  iihiUingii.     Suveu  of  theae  ma 
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e  Earl  of  Moretoa  has  ten  mansions  ;  they  pay  three  shil- 

Tbey  are  ail  waste,  except  one. 

1  Uugb  has  seven  mansioDa;  tbey  pay  five  shillingB  and 
t-pence.     Four  of  these  are  waate. 

•  Eftrl  of  Evreux  (Ebroicensis}  ban  one  waste  mauMont 
i  it  paya  nothing.  .^ 

f  UoHy  de  Ferierea  baa  twa  maosioua,  paying  five  iibilUaj^. 
pVilliam  Pevrel  has  four  mansions,  paying  seveutecii-peneo. - 
■  of  these  are  waste. 

f  Edward  the  aberitT,  two  mansions,  paying  five  shitlingn. 
"Ertialfde  ileidiug  three  mansions,  paying  cigbteeii-peDca. 
|iaf  tbeve  ia  wa8i«. 

f  Bcreoger  de  Todeiii,  one  maiiaioii  paying  sixpence, 
[f  Milo  Crispin,  two  mansions,  paying  twelve-pence. 
B^JLichtnl  de  Curci,  two  mansions,  paying  ninoteen-penc«. 

F  4  "  Robert 
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^Bfib&i  de  OUgi,  twelve  maoiiopwy  Paying  tuOy-lbiif  pence. 
Four  of  these  are  waste. 

''  Roger  de  Ivri,  fifteen  roansiooSy  P^-yiog  twenty  shiUuigs  and 
four-pence.    Six  of  these  are  waste. 

"  Rannulf  Flammard,  one  mansion,  paying  nothing. 

*'  Wido  de  Reinbodcurth,  two  mansions^  paying  twenty-penoe* . 

*'  Walter  Gi£urd,  seventeen  mansions,  paying  twenty-two  shU* 
lings.  Seven  of  these  are  waste.  The  predecessor  of  Waltor 
had  one  of  these,  of  the  gift  of  King  Edward,  ont  of  eigbt  vif- 
gates  which  paid  cnstomary  payments  in  Ki^g  Edward's  tima. 

'*  Jendohas  one  mansion,  paying  starpencij,  helonginglo  Aor* 
tcne  (Hampton.) 

**  The  son  of  Manasse  has  one  mansion ;  it  pays  (bur>peluie  to 
Bieceukme  (Bletchington.) 

^  All  tiieoe  above«written  bold  the  aftHresafd  mansions  firee,  he» 
cause  they  repair  the  walls. 

"All  the  mansions  which  are  called  mural, were,  in  King  Edward's 
time,  free  from  all  oustomaiy  payments,  except  expeditioQ,  and  ro- 
paration  of  the  walls. 

"  The  priests  of  St.  Michael's  have  two  mansions,  paying  Mty- 
two  pence.    [Orig.  154^  a.  2.] 

"  The  danons  of  St.  FHdesuid  have  fifteen  mansions,  paying 
eleven  shiHings.    Eight  of  these  are  waste. 

''Coleman  had,  during  his  life,  three  mansions  of  three  shil- 
lings and  eight-pence. 

**  William  has  one  of  twenty-pence.  SpracheKng,  one  mansion^ 
whidi  pays  nothing.  ^ 

''  Wluui,  the  fisherman,  one  mansion  of  thirty ^two  penee. 

**  Alnuin  has  one  mansion  of  thirty-seven  pence.  Three  of 
these  are  waste. 

"  Edr'ic,  one  mansion  which  pays  nothing.  Harding  and 
Leveva,  nine  mansions  paying  twelve  shillings.  Four  of  these  are 
waste. 

"  Ailrici  one  mansioii*  which  pays  nothing.     Dereman  one 

mansion 
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■nrion  of  tweWepence.  Se^im  oae  nuitnmi  «f>ixteen -pence. 
AaoliieT  Segrim,  one  maueion  of  two  ehilling*.  Sraeuuin,  one 
■UMon,  whicli  pays  nothing.  GolJuin,  one  maniion  which  pays 
■MhiD^.  EiUid,  Olio  mansion  whicli  pay*  notliin^.  Suelmnn, 
Me  fflUMOD  of  aight-pencc.  Scniii,  one  mansion  which  pays  no- 
Itmg.  liCtOTS,  one  waste  in&usion,  of  teu-peiice  in  King  Ed- 
wtrd'a  time.  Alveva,  one  nianfliun  of  ten-pence.  AInusrd,  one 
nuuisian  of  ten-pence.  Aluuiii,  one  waste  miinsioii,  Briclred  and 
Diman,  one  maimioii  of  aisteen -pence.  Aluui,  otie  mansion,  from 
■liicb  he  has  Dathin<;.  Doreuuen,  one  mansion  of  sixpence. 
AluaiD,  Um  priest,  ane  waste  mauHion  which  pays  nothing.  Len- 
ric,  one,  likewise  paying  nothing.  WInric,  one  waste  mansion; 
and  yet,  if  necc&aary,  it  repairs  llie  wall.  Suetman,  a  moneyer, 
one  fre«  house,  paying  forty- pence.  Gudnin,  one;  VI mar,  one; 
Godemn.  onej  Godric,  one;  Aluui,  one;  these  fire  paying  n 
thin;.  Snetman  has  two  marjl  i 
linipk  Another  Suetmao,  oi 
d  he  has  nine-pence.  San 
p  diiiiinga.  Six  of  these  are  waste. 
I  he  resides,  free  for  the  wall.  Segrim,  three  free  houses 
ftaixly-lbur  pence.  One  of  tliesc  is  waste.  Aluuiii,  one  house, 
B  for  repairing  the  wall ;  from  this  he  has  thirty-two  pcncb  » 
And  if,  while  the  wall  in  necessary,  it  it  not  renewed  by 
R  vIm  ought  to  do  it,  he  shall  pay  forty  shillinga  to  the  king, 
^lote  his  house. 
"  AU  the  hargesses  of  Oxford  have  eomnton  of  pasture  without 
t  walls,  paying  six  shilling  and  eight-pence."  * 
bThe  book  coiled  DomesJny  was  finished  in  the  20th  year  of 
1.  ^d  the  extmet  now  made  from  the  translation  of  il 
s  the  severity  with  which  the  Conqueror  treated  the  re- 
ftactory 


;  they  pny  three  shil- 

for  the  same  serrice, 

mansions ;  thty  pay  (hir- 

Lodouuin  one  honse  in 


.'■  TriDilMion  of  Dnmetdaj,  in  regud  to  Ihii  cnunly.  A  (ian>- 
btiao  10  jodicieudf  f  (Fculrd  of  ■  wotk  to  inlcmlmg  in  ill  iimtuic,  tbit  ii 
CMmM  fkil  to  be  deemed,  a  Tslaibtn  icqniNtioD  b;  alt  wbg  are  eonocilcd 
wiUk  propiTty  in  Otibtdihin.  ei  are  cvriuu  conecruing  the  hitCDry  of  ihat 


ftwiv;  wh^ifcrti  «r  Oxiw4.  U  tlie  tine  of  King  Edwnd. 
■  Uk  cily  w  MBiparalJTd;  m  a  AourikliiDf  sUh',  N  onlj 
jMd  lA  iW  CnwB  tw«at}  y— ifa.  uid  six  mcuurM,  or  cextarin, 
it  b»M7 ;  hit,  Mw  iWl  «M  af  721  booses,  nnly  249  were  able 
Ht  ^y  tbe  tax.  il  was  coapeUcd  to  render  Ihiice  that  snni.  It 
■win,  UkcviM.  W  abnow,  th*l  Willbun  bad  bestowed  on  hm 
MonMB  faTaariUs  m»mj  exieaair*  poaaessiona,  to  the  dispoMi 
at  «li>ck  Im  cobU  b*ic  BO  olbcr  right  llati  tliat  of  Conquest. 

TbU  Oxford.  Uoach  in  a  AUapidaUd  coadKioo,  bad  recently 
Wca  a  pofwloM  place  aeoM  evi^t  from  the  Domber  of  "  man- 
■ou"  bum4  i*  Ihe  Samv;  Wt  vbetiier  tboae  monwoiu  were 
vrigiuUj  lenut«d  by  ttajfau,  or  ky  the  nobility  atteodant  o» 
At  H*cTetgaB  wIm  bcM  Ihtir  nort  in  tlie  city,  ia  not  readily  to 
W  aaeettUMd.  Twa  cuwoMtaBces  are  painfally  ifparert :~ 
tiw  boiricnwB  laa^  of  Ike  period  kad  dnveii  leann^  hom  one 
•f  iitr  iBosI  fikTound  ant*  j  and.  when  Dtitber  kingr  but  muse  re- 
nded  vilh  ber,  Oxford  wat  do  longer  able  to  mainUin  ber  conse- 
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u  the  list  of  cities. 


Tbe  jealousy  vith  wkicb  William  Ibe  First  continned  to  regard 
Hm  new  subjects  in  Osfont,  induced  hini  to  bestow  tbe  goveru- 
■ent  of  tbst  place  on  Robtrl  dt  Oilgi,  a  Normsn,  witb  pennii- 
non  to  build  atkd  fortify  a  castle.  This  structure  stood  on  the 
veal  side  of  tbe  city,  and  occupied  Ihe  silr  of  the  present  county 
gaol.  Tbe  ijiiurd  between  tbe  Coiiipien>r  and  the  city  of  Ox- 
Ibril  w&s  a  deep  injury  to  Ihe  interest  of  the  iLomed  seaiinarie» 
iDBlituled  by  Alfred.  The  neglect  with  which  be  treated  the 
Oxford  Htudenta  was  tbe  more  pointed  zoA  lamentable,  as  be  in 
known  to  have  been  a  munificent  friend  to  many  ef  the  learned, 
and  to  have  sedulously  fostored  the  study  of  tbe  l&tin  Ian* 
guage. 

Robert  de  Oilgi,  the  Norman  governor  appointed  by  William, 
built.  In  conjunction  witii  his  friend  Roger  He  Ivri,  a  cbapel,  or 
eburcb,  disiicaled  to  St.  George,  within  the  walls  of  his  new  and 
formidable  caslle.  From  the  ancient  Htatutes  of  this  chapel  it  ap* 
Dears  that  stmlenU  were  pennittod  to  resort  there  by  tltc  fonn-  . 


J 


fbn* ;  tai  tkiti,  tow«ria  tKe  biter  pvl  of  ViUiam't  r^;i|,  l»mm^ 
tm  VMde  Mine  fidnt  efforU  to  re  etl>Mith  httfeelf  m  haviiti  m 

In  tfieyear  1139^  the  bold  osiirper,  King  Stejpben,  held  a  giei* 
wvmI  at  Oxford^  to  which  he  ioTitedthe  Bbhop  of  UmdIb  alid 
Us  tvo  nqphevft,  vhon  he,  with  jiistiee»  ftospeded  of  diMficiioiL 
VUle  the  court  renuttned  at  Oxford  a  quarrel,  deaignedly  raiaed 
as  some  contemporary  hiatoriaiiB  aBsert*  toekT  place  between  Urn 
^mra^ta  of  the  Earl  of  BrHanfiy  and  thoae  of  one  of  the  biahep'a 
iMphew,  about  their  kdginga  (the  nsoal  tal^cei  of  altoreatieli 
wlm  aobnoaity  exiated;)  and  eeTerat  persons,  of  soine  conssi- 
^penc^.  were  killed.  The  king  afivcted  fo  be  indignant  at  tMb 
trielalieii  of  ofder  within  the  pales  of  the  conrt,  aad  oonaanded 
Ike  bishop,  and  aB  hb  fHead%  to  be  apprehended.  The  bishop 
of  Sl^,  who  had  ^  lodged  withoat  the  town/'  made  his  escape^ 
l«MbQ  two  Biskops  of  Saisbmry  amiLincohi,  with  septal  otheN^ 
were  pfeced  in  confinement 

In  Ike  conne  of  those  caihuBiiies  io  which  Engtandi  waa  sak* 
>ecM^  ^  disputes  hetw«en  Stephen  and tba  Esipress Btaad^ 
ikm  laHcr  enee  fixed  her  residence  i»  the  castleof  Oxford.  8te* 
fkeii  adtaaoed  wilh  so  mach  secreay  that  the  gariisen  waa  ilk> 
prepaiwd  br  defence;  bql,  stilly  the  strengtii  of  Ike  eastto  waa 
cakakted  la  withstand  a  fermidable  assaoll.  This  bulwark  wai 
immediately  inreated  by  the  king,  ^  who  swore  a  solemn  oaA 
that  ka  wooU  not  raise  the  siege  till  he  had  taken  his  rival*  pri« 
When  the  siege  bad  continaed  lliree  months,  and  the  gsi^ 
rednoed  to  the  last  extremity,  by  fttmlne  aad  the  iaees^ 
aaat  allneka  of  the  enemy,  the  Empresa  made  her  escape  frmk 

im^ 

*  "  Freqoept  mention  if  made  of  the  felJowt  and  tutors,  and*  also,  of  the 
cOBimonerf  and  others  therein  residing,  in  which  statute  there  is  this  pro* 
^ioo  made;  that 'all  ttte  clerks,  L  e.  the  scholars,  should  eat  and  driiik  in  th^ 
f ffsaacs  of  aome  one  of  the  caoiiiis,  which  canons  wcfe  af^erwardf»  in  Rtn^ 
fksf beo'a  Tsipi,.traiiskted  from  hence  lo  Oanc^  Abbsy,  and  the  bMi»  idwll^ 
•fier,  became  an  boalel,  or  inn,  for  secular  slwlent^  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
J  the  Cbsncelior  of  tbe  i;niTersity.''^Ajrlifle,  VoL  I.  p.  St. 
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tnpendiDf  ruin,  in  t  manner  more  aurpria'tng  than  any  a 
fanaet  escapes  from  Arundel,  London,  or  Winchester, 
beiug  frozen  over,  and  the  ground  covered  willi  snow,  si 
hereclf  aud  three  trusty  kni^lils  in  while  ;  and  issuing,  sile 
aboQt  midui^lit,  at  a  postern  of  the  castle,  jisssed  allUie  ene 
centinels  nnobserved,   travelled  on  foot  to  Abinijdon,  and  frn 
thence,  on  horseback,  lo  ffallingford."  *    Tlic  castle  suiTcndep 
the  morning  alter  the  escape  of  the  Empress. 

In  1134,  a  council  was  held  at  Oxford,  in  which  it  was  ai 
that  Stephen  should  rontinne  to  wear  the  Crown  during  li 
thai  Prince  Henry  (son  to  the  Empress  Maud,  aud,  aAem 
King  Henry  IL)  shonlil  succeed  to  the  throne  at  his  decease. 

Henry  II.  held  several  councils  at  Oxford;  .tnd,  in  the  yeat  j 
1177,  the  princes  and  chief  Lords  of  Wales  did  homage  to  bii(  j 
in  the  city,  for  their  territories  and  estates;  at  which  time  he  A 
ekred  his  youngest  son.  Prince  John,  Lord  of  Ireland,  and  dist 
bntod  the  comjuered  parts  of  that  country  among  the  chief  ol 
barons.     In  the  year  1185,  a  Parliament  was  assemhled  h 
Henry  II.  resided,  through  a  great  part  of  his  reign,  in  the  palace 
of  Beaumont,  which  had  heen  built  by  Henry  I.  in  llie  north 
suburbs;  end,  within  the  walls  of  that  structure,  was  bom  hU 
courageous  son,   Richard  I.     This  "  Lion-hearted  king"  ftppCH^  ■ 
to  have  held  one  council  in  the  palnce  which  descended  tolui^  I 
from  bis  accomplished,  butweakly-amourous  father.  ^^| 

During  these  periods   the  University    was  progressively  bl^H 
creasing  in  conseignence  and  eslimalion.     Although  the  studeai^H 
were  dispersed  by  the  siege  which  took  place  in  the  reign  df^ 
Sttphen,  they  shnrtly  re'Sssembled,  and  were  tortimate  in  finding 
tutors  eminent  in  evt-ry  branch  of  learning,  but  particularly  so  in 
that  of  civil  law. 

Henry  II.  was  a  great  patron  of  tellers,  bThI  tlic  buildings  fo^ 
the  reception  of  scholars  were  much  enlarged  in  size,  anil  \ai% 
creased  in  number,  while  he  sat  ou  the  throne,  thongb 
Jeatalfire  rommilleil  great  ravages  in  the  city  and  among  tM 

hBir< 

•  Hcnij,  Vol.  V.  p.  li>B,  Ac. 


oxfoudshirs. 


•n 


Riclurd  I.  never  fiiileil  to  clierish  k  filial  Affection  for 
bis  native  place,  aud  be  graoted  to  Oxrgrd  so  mnny  privilegea 
tUat,  ia  iii»  teiga,  it  is  said  "  to  Itave  bcicome  &  rival  to  the  Uiii- 
vrni^  of  Paris."  If  we  consider  the  long  prosperity  which  the 
Cuisiau  collies  had  enjoyed,  the  full  value  of  this  ebservaliou  will 
be  apparent. 

King  John  held  many  of  those  feasts,  which  formed  the  iuju- 
dicuMu  sulaceit  of  his  troubled  hours,  in  the  Palace  of  fieauraont; 
tiui  he  had  a  oiectiug  with  the  iudigiiant  barons  in  the  iicigh- 
IwurhocMl  of  Oxford,  nut  luure  thaii  two  monUia  before  he  was  com- 
pelled to  sign  tite  (Jrcal  Charier. 

During  the  early  pnrt  of  King  Jolm's  reign  the  Unifersity 
woi  in  M  flouriahiug  a  condition,  that  the  uuiubcr  of  schulan  ia 
GtsU.-d  to  have  beeu  not  leas  than  3000.  But  an  unfortunate  oc- 
«uiTence,  ta  the  year  120"^,  i n term ptod  the  progress  of  science, 
uii  thrcatcjied  the  entire  destructit'U  of  OtLforil  aa  a  neat  of  learn- 
iiij;.  A  iitudent,  eni^nged  in  llioughtlti>s  divtrsion,  accidentally 
kiU»d  a  wuoian  bclougiag  to  the  city,  and  was  so  inijirudcat  aa 
inoiedtattly  to  £y  from  expos lulutioo.  A  band  of  citizens,  with 
tlie  niBjor  at  theu'  head,  and  attended  by  an  iuioionse  number  of 
nob,  surrounded  tlie  hall  to  wliich  the  uufortunate  scholar  be- 
longed, and  dcnundcd  the  peraou  ot  the  otlendev.  Ou  being  in- 
fomitd  lliot  he  was  absent,  this  lawless  multitude  seized  three  of 
the  students  who  were  entirely  unconnected  with  the  tranaactiun, 
and  obtaiuitd  an  order  from  tlie  weak  l>ing  (whose  dislike  for  the 
clergy  ia  well  kuown)  to  put  the  innocent  persons  to  death  i  an 
order  which,  it  may  be  sopposcd,  they  were  not  slow  in  obeying. 
The  sr.holara  were  so  Justly  etiraged  by  this  IrcRtincnt  that  they 
'^tl£d  Oxford,  BoJ  retirc-il  sonifc  to  Cambridge,  some  to  Reading, 
heiB  io  Maidstonu,  in  Kent. 

The 

U  Ae  gftmt  fin  of  Loniluii  produced  eienlna)  benefit,  in  regnnl  la  fiia 

il  of  Ibe  cil;,  B  did  th»  ooafligtiluin  rctpeciuie  Oilord.    Iterara 

^  all  ihcbolUand  Iiouk>  «f  Oirutd  liad  been  built  of  wood,  nnd  cohered 

AAci  till  Rrr  inoii  of  the  rviiewrd  buildiogt  wck  caaipOKd  oi 
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■  The  oflcadM  atiiilonU  wcta  iwt  ccotent  witb  retreat,  but  ap- 
ftiad  to  the  Pope,  who  kid  ths  city  under  an  inteHict,  and  dts- 
rtktged  all  PrafcHaora  liram  t«Aclinig  in  it.  This  step  effectually 
WiableJ  tlie  oitiiMHti,  umI  a  doimtation  of  their  moot  respectable 
tlaad.  ftaifed  oi»  the  Pope's  les(Ftte,  wlio  nas  then  St  WestminBter, 
to  ackiiowle)))^  tlicir  raalineiui,  ajiil  retjuest  mercy.  The  legato 
(Nictialaa,  Biabop  uf  I'utculum,)  granted  their  pelitian  osly  an 
tlM  oiort  humiliating  c«nditions.  They  were  enjoined,  by  w»y 
ef  pooance,  to  "  gn-to  all  the  city  churcliea,  with  whips  in  their 
Kanda,  bare-rooted'  and  in  their  sliirtsi  and  there  pray  tlic  benefit 
«f  abaolutioD  froiu  every  parish  priest,  repeating  the  penitentUl 
pealm  ;  and  to  pay  a  mark  of  silver,  per  aDnum,  to  tlie  students 
«f  tiiB  hall  peculiarly  injnrod."*  They  were  commanded,  like- 
wise, bo  entertain,  on'  every  recurrence  of  the  day  dedicated  to 
St^  Nicholas,  lOtt  poor  scholars  "  houeatis  RefeclionibaR,"  the 
Abbot  o(  Evesham  yearly  paying  16  ahillingB  towards  the  restiv&l 
expenae. 

Ilenry  III.  occasionally  resided  at  Oxford,  and  held  tli^re  many 
ParltanaenUi  and  CouiiciU.  In  the  reign  of  this  kiac;  Iho  Univer- 
aity  flourished  to  an  unexampled  degree,  if  the  nuniher  of  stndents 
nay  ho  received  as  a  criterion  f.  So  great,  indeed,  now  bce&me 
its  conseiiaeiice,  that  it  claima  priority  in  historical  mention,  eyen 
«thile  the  city  must  be  considered  iu  a  regal  capacity. 

Although  the  Univenily  was  fairly  enlitli-d  to  derive  its  chief 
booat  froiK  the  celebrity  of  ilateach»s,  it  certainly  ^ined  mucb 
popular  credit  from  thu  circumstance  of  not  leas  than  one  tboosud 
atndeata  quitting,  at  this  time,  the  leanm-d  iualitution  of  Paris, 
and  repairing  to  Oxford  for  instruction.  But  these  foreign  scho- 
lars iutmdoced  so  dsjigerous  b  levity  of  maoDers,  that  the  Pop« 
deemed  it  neceaaary  to  send  his  legale,  for  the  purpose  of  reform- 
ing 

*  Thl>   perpMunTMii  of  hnmlliiy  whs  iiflerwsrdt  rauird  h  painful  ttWI  die 
•owOHnea  gars  ■  pQilioD  of  laad,  caJled  "  Aliddcnhnin,  nvur  OifuTd,  on  COO- 
ditiiMKbat  tbcAblrat  of  Otncy  did  yearl;  pa^  Iu  the  P.  of  Si.  Fiidc*nidc,  a 
,       nidii  Iu  IbeuKfif  IhE  Univpni'y,  for  Ihn  );ianl." 
k  (  Some  oiiLcn  nRirni  IhM  the  numbei  nai  aol  leas  itmii  15,000. 


Kgnut  corrnpliiiw  of  the  pkce."  TIm  Le^to 
b  at  fint,  tre>i«4  «itli  roocli  allected  civility  ;  luil  an  oocaaioii 
f,  ^UWT*1  «M  MK)!!  {onoi.  bhi)  b«  would  iiroltablj'  have  lie«ii 
il  on  tb«  ttjKit.  Laid  k«  iK>t  liiililen  liimstlf  in  a  belfry,  fron 
p  (age  of  llie  uiuulaiita,  'I'bis  tiiniult  waa  speedily  a{ipea*e<l, 
i^ti  DDt  •itbuut  tSie  exerciM  of  lonie  Btrong  measures ;  bill 
nker  vt  t(ailvDt«  nas  intioitely  too  great  at  thin  period  (br 
|kiDletiftac«  of  due  «ub(irdinatioD.*  They  divided  themselve* 
K  ]Mrt)«,  unoug  whicb  the  north  and  south  countrytneti  were 
I  DMBt  violeat,  and  their  quarreU  were  baraasiu^  and  perpetual. 
I  Afunliag  t0  the  rude  temper  of  the  age  these  diapiiteii  were  not 
),  w  bcc»me  acatleniice,  by  force  of  ar^iiineut,  but,  reg^u- 
I  In^y,  by  dint  uf  blaitB ;  and.  iu  many  iastaiicea,  the  a<tver«« 
3  tuaraliatlvd  ifaemaelves  in  tonnal  battle  array.  The  peace 
city  WU  »  frequently  eiidaugered  by  these  L-om  [notions, 
e  king  Jud|ced  it  espediai|k  to  uild  to  Uie  civil  pover  Iwn 
nen  aiid  eiifhl  burgesaea-autistaut,  together  with  two  bai- 

r  r*  ^liM  fEt^t  awemhiage  of  pupils  from  petty  and  int«Ktine  bmili 
I  to  hsTc  acquired  a  diapositiun  tor  pulittcal  litterferenee. 
[  likw.  PrHice  Edmril,  "  returning  from  I'aria,  mnreheil  with  aii 
I  ftmj  tomrd*  Walnt,  and  coming  to  Oxford  in  his  way,  was,  by, 
t  bufghera,  forbid  entrauee,  on  DLcasioa  of  the  tumults  now 
F  fttvailing  among  the  barona,"  he  quartered  liia  soldiers  in  tlia 
M^rkcenl  lilh^ea,  and  "  ludged  himself,  tliat  nigbt,  at  the  ruyal 
in  Miigdaleu  parish,  the  next  morning  proeecding  on  his 
d  jouruey ;  bat  the  acholars,  fho  were  shot  into  the  town, 
king  deairoua  to  meet  and  salute  that  prince  wiiom  they  loved 
I  'tt  nueb,  firat  auemblcd  about  Sniil/i-gale,  and  demanded  to  be 

let 

*  Sa  iacoDrcuienlly  large  mat  ibc  concourec  of  sclmlari  in  iliii  irign,   ilimi 

■  Ung  ■■  gnuled  l«*c  to  iDdi  of  tbt  iduIH)  mid  ttudeiils,  as  pleawd,  ta 
y  lo  Nonhanplmt,  and  erecl  tchooli,  inil  profcu  llie  libcinl  aiU  and 
Kimcra  tbcte  j  and  that  they  laiglii  be  received  wTih  gtcaier  benigniiy,  ' 

■pa>and<:d  itie  lua^iiltatei  o(  NunliampTon  lo  Iroi  Ihem  *>lb  huminily.  • 

Kitide  tbea  wiOl  all  ncce-wtioi." 
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let  tnlti  the  fields.  Being-  deoied  thii  by  one  of  Uie  baili^,  tlie; 
returaed  to  their  liosteh  for  Arms,  and  broke  open  the  ^tc ;  vhere- 
Dpoii  the  major  arrested  majiy  of  tliem  ;  nod  on  tht  ChancclloT's 
reqUGbt  Baa  so  far  from  releasing  those  whom  he  had  committed  to 
prison,  tliat  he  ordered  the  citiieus  to  bring  oat  their  banners, 
and  display  them  iu  the  midst  of  the  street;  and  embattling  them, 
commanded  a  sodden  onset  on  the  rest  of  tlie  soholara  remuning 
in  the  town ;  and  mnch  bloodshed  had  been  committed,  had  not  a 
Bcholur,  by  the  sound  of  the  school's-beU  in  St.  Mary's  church, 
given  notice  of  the  danger  tiiat  threatened  the  students,  then  at 
dinner.  On  this  nlorni  lliey  stmightways  mrmed,  aod  went  oal 
to  meet  ttieir  assuibiits,  and,  in  joined  battle,  couniigeotisly  snb- 
ducd  and  put  the  lowa's-mea  to  flrglil."* 

In  consequence  of  this  tumult  the  king,  who  was  on  the  ere  of 
holding  a  Purliaroent  in  Oxford,  required  tlie  students  to  retire 
from  the  cily  until  the  sittinnDf  the  Parliament  was  at  an  end. 
The  cliief  part  of  tlie  scholars,  nccordingly,  repaired  to  North- 
nmplon  ;  hut  here  they  were,  unfortunately,  iroplic&te^  in  a  fresb 
sceiiu  of  dislurbiiRce.  The  king  was  now  engaged  in  a  Mntest 
with  the  barons,  und  tlie  insurgent  noble.';  fortified  thefflseWw  at 
Northainptoii,  to  which  pluce  the  king  laid  siege.  The  acholare, 
probably  offended  by  tbeir  late  removal,  joined  with  the  nobility, 
and  repaired  to  arms  under  their  own  standurd.  The  conspicuonN 
gallantry  with  ahich  they  fought  increased  the  anger  of  the  king; 
and  when  Nurlhamptou  nas  subdued,  be  is  said  to  have  been 
inUi-')i  inclined  to  proceed  to  extremities  with  the  former  subject* 
of  his  particular  care,  bad  he  uol  been  restrained  by  pmJc«tial 

From  the  boisterous  temper  evinced  by  the  scholars  on  theae 
occasions,  the  reader  will  possibly  agree  with  Arcli bishop, Pot- 
tert,  ill  supposing  that,  thongli  the  iiamber  of  students  was  so 
imposingly  great,  the  real  votaries  of  learning  were  com|iars- 
tivdy  few.  Yet  among  this  latter  class,  small  by  comparison, 
were  men  highly  eminent  in  the  fashionable  literature  of  the  age, 

wbiclk 
•Aylifft,  Vul.I.p.  6". 
t  F«iDKt't  OioDk riiK  Arademis,  fi,  9. 
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¥liicb,  however,  was  curiont  rather  than  profitable,  and  sopfai»^ 
ticaL  rather  than  satiafiictory. 

'  Bot  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  will  be  ever  nemorable  in  the 
annab  of  the  University,  on  account  of  an  important  acquisition 
id  private  patronage  which  took  place  iu  the  latter  years  of  that 
laag.  We  have  seen  that,  in  all  former  periods,  the  teachers 
and  .scholars  lodged  and  studied  in  "  mansions,''  or  halls,  which 
jfliey  rented  from  the  citizens.  This  circumstance  was  injurious 
to  the  dignity  of  the  University,  and  was  productive  of  eud|eM 
guarrels.  The  upper  order  of  society  is  said  to  have  been  sordid, 
tod  insensible  to  the  charm  of  letters  in  the  time  of  Henry ;  yet  it 
wmB^  within  his  reign,  though  that  period  of  history  drew  speedily 
to  a  close,  that  some  public-spirited  persons  determined  to  free 
the  learned  from  the  indignities  of  situation  under  whieh  they 
Isboared.  To  effectuate  this  object,  these  generous  patrons  pnr- 
ehased,  or  built,  large  houses,  and  permitted  teachers  to  reside  in 
them*  and  to  repeive  students,  without  paying  rent.  The  pur- 
fsit  of  learning  was  still  so  much  confined  to  the  subordinate 
'Walks  of  life,  that  many  ingenious  scholars,  received  into  these 
bouses,  were  but  ill  provided  with  books,  and  with  the  means  of 
duly  rewarding  their  preceptors.  The  early  private  patrons  of 
scieAce  were  as  judicious  as  they  were  muuificent,  and  they 
liicttlcated  the  propriety  of  wealthy  persons  presenting,  or  be- 
qoeatbing,  a  convenient  proportion  of  lands,  tenements,  or  reve- 
nues, for  the  maintenance  of  the  studious.  By  such  progressive 
steps,  the  building  and  endowing  of  colleges  supplanted  the  taste 
4rhich  had  so  long  prevailed  for  the  foundation  of  monastic  struc* 
teres. 

Edward  I.  was  so  much  occupied  with  his  various  wars,  and  so 
Intent  on  schemes  of  political  aggrandizement,  that  he  wanted 
opportunity  to  pay  frequent  visits  to  his  palace  of  Beaumont, 
and  bad  not  leisure  to  bestow  much  attention  on  the  republia 
of  letters.  The  history  of  the  university  affords  little  interest 
daring  his  reign.  Tlie  scholars  appear  to  have  been  sufficiently 
disposed  to  intestine  disagreement ;  but  they  were  incited  to  a 
.   Vol.  XII.  G  poUticfl 
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political  semblance  of  cordiality  hy  the  continnal  disputes  whicft 
occnrrpd  liLtwecn  the  Univcrsily  and  llie  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  «f 
whose  diocese  Oxford  then  Formed  a  purt.  In  tlic  progreM  of 
this  quarrel  (which  appears  to  have  orii^nated  In  the  severe  ili*> 
poartion  of  tlie  bishop)  the  stodeats  often  preferred  bold  remove 
slranceif ;  and  their  mitred  o^iponent  was  not  backward  in  relotlk 
ing  by  the  penalties  of  cxcomrnQoiration.  We  gladly  pasi  (roM 
the  namttion  of  snch  passionate  and  uuprofitaMe  circumstance^ 
to  observe  that  the  literary  character  of  the  Uiiivenity  main* 
tained  so  high  a  station,  cvcu  in  this  warlike  leign,  that  the  pro* 
iMsors  were  emboldened  to  request  the  Pope's  permission  "  for 
tlie  DoctorB  and  Masters  of  Oxford  to  become  lectnrers  and  re* 
gents  in  any  university  whatever,  without  any  Either  exanii- 
nation." 

In  the  time  of  Edward  II.  Ihe  palace  of  Beaumout  was  entirety 
sbandoned  as  a  place  of  regal  resort.  This  weak  and  misjutdeA 
king  appears  to  have  granted  the  tnit  of  every  applicant  froM 
Ihe  University,  with  intentional  kindness,  but  with  a  cruel  waul 
of  consideration.  In  consequence,  no  evil  was  permanently  reA 
dressed,  while  parly-fcuils  uere  kept  in  a  continoal  balance.  !• 
this  reign,  Juhn  de  Briilol,  a  converted  Jew,  read  Hebrew , 
Lectures  fur  many  years  at  Oxford,  with  great  applanse,  vui 
liad  "  It  stipend  settled  on  hinn  by  thu  Archbiiihop  of  Canterbar^a , 
hy  a  lax  of  a  halfpenny  per  mark  from  every  ecclesiastical  bene* 
fice  tiiroughout  his  province," 

The  University  of  Oxford  had  the  honour  of  affording  cduca^OR 
to  King  I'ldward  lit.  and  that  monarch  relvned  a  unifonn  vene* 
ration  fur  llie  place  in  wbicb  bis  jovenile  hours  bad  passed.  S« 
OCtive  was  hia  atli:^ction  towards  the  netghbonrhood,  that  be  chose 
Woodstock  for  bis  chief  residence,  «hen,  at  Ibe  early  age  of  six- 
teen, he  wns  married  to  Phitippa  of  llainault.  It  appears  pro- 
bable that  Oxfoi'd  would  have  possessed  the  distinction  of  pro 
Tiding  him  with  a  palace,  had  there  not  existed  some  repulsive 
loeal  circumstances.  Host  of  the  streets  and  lanes  within  tb« 
cit^were  at  ttiia  liue  exlreucly  aarrow.  and  the  great  concourse 

ef 
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<f  tld«b  etmti  all  these  to  be  crowded  villi  Tbhabitsnto. 
The  citil  power  was  llamftbly  lax  in  regard  to  (he  enforcement 
or  toae  wlioleeome  statutes  which  had  Seen  made  cniiccining 
cbuiIiDaM,  and  other  necessary  preventions  of  disease.  Cnttle 
rfali  aorta  were  alaiighltred  wUliin  the  walls,  aiid  the  oflkl,  loge- 
tAff  with  other  dirt  asd  ofTemtive  matter,  was  sulTen-iI  to  lie  in 
teapa  a  the  narrow  andpoputous  lanes.*  Epidemic  diseases  of 
iJie  mMt  destnictive  nature  conaeqniriitly  ensued.  The  plagne 
made  dreadful  ravai^ea ;  and  not  only  was  the  city  for  n  long  time 
oareAilly  avoided  by  all  atrangcrs  of  conaetjuetice,  but  the  stndenta 
were  often  obliged  to  disperse,  and  seek  secDrity  in  the  tree  air 
ofoiorti  open  dtstricta.  The  king:  issued  various  edicts  calcu- 
laM  to  alleviate  this  grievance ;  but  it  was  with  great  diRicully 
tlial  the  townspeople  could  bo  persuaded  to  adopt  mtaEUres  welt 
auiled  to  their  own  preservation.  In  the  midst  of  ambitious 
adtemes,  m  vast  and  so  ably  executed,  that  the  record  of  theru 
has  afforded  a  theme  of  wonder  to  succeeding  ages,  the  third 
Edwwd  fcand  leisure  to  bestow  a  watchful  and  paternal  atten- 
tion on  hia  hvonrite  University,  His  liberality  was  unceasing ; 
and  his  ialetierence  was  the  more  valnable,  because  while  he 
pro^reejtvely  added  to  the  power  of  the  anperior  officers,  he  took 
jadieiona  ine«na  of  increasing  the  security  and  consequence  of  the 
stn^nls.  But  to  tiie  ancient  aninoaity  arising  from  difference 
of  country,  as  to  the  north  and  south,  fresh  subjects  of  contention 
were  now  added.  The  Icurning  of  the  dny  had  brcorac  deeper, 
Utans^h  it  slill  hnd  nut,  generally,  penetrated  liir.  The  uiiin)  was 
^^Mifemlty  brou^lit  into  exercise,  through  all  ranges  of  scholars  ; 
^^^^ha  cflbrts  were  loo  fref|ueolly  til  directed.  In  consequence, 
^^^Hhii  (fiapotes  on  doctrinal  ijuestions,  nearly  the  wholt  of  which 
^^^  G  2  were 

•  Dr.  Plot  obwrvci,  tliat,  "  morcm-er.  nboiil  lliesG   iHiit.  the   liis   snU 

Ctanvetl,  tbtoagh  the  caicleisneu  of  Ilir  lownimen,  bemg  filled  i*iili  luud, 

Md  Ibe  COnnun  ■hoie*  bj   this  mvani  atoppcii,  ilid  cnusi  ibu  aKenl  uf  nin- 

rmniil  Ta|WBti.  wbtiiCTcr  thcce  hii|ipen«il  (olw  b  Hotid.    Great  pnri  of  llic 

1        '■>i«ii  wbicb  coold  i>Di  limely  pan  away,  nugnalcd  in  the  loiict  meadoHi, 

^^^ViacmKd  the  auiioui  pulrid  ilicBwi."     Nat.  tiiu.  f.  t4. 
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were  nncorniectcd  with  the  great  fandamentals  of  religion,  divided 
the  University  into  different  parties,  not  one  of  which  recollected 
that  urbanity  should  form  the  basis  of  disputation.  During  thto 
height  of  the  tumults  produced  by  these  dissensions,  a  great  body 
of  the  students  retired  to  Stamford,  in  Lincolnshire.  So  nume- 
rous were  the  seceders  at  thif(  juncture,  that  it  was  deemed/  ex* 
pedient  for  the  king  to  write  to  the  sheriff  of  Lincoln,  command- 
ing him  to  force  the  objectionable  scholars  from  the  place  of  their 
retirement ;  and  a  statute  was  made,  obliging  every  candidate 
for  a  degree,  to  "  swear  never  to  read,  nor  to  hear  a  reader,  at 
Stamford,  as  a  university/' 

In  1349,  so  dreadful  a  plague  prevailed,  that  the  schools  were, 
shut  up,  *'  and  there  were  scarce  enough  \eh  in  the  city  to  bury 
the  dead.'*    Above  a  fourth  part  of  the  scholars  ditd  during  tbit' 
melancholy  period;  and  so  great  was  the  panic  created,  thai 
many  of  the  townsmen  were  allowed  to  reside  in  the  vacated 
halls.* 

The  studies  at  Oxford  were  resumed  only  by  slow  de^i^ea ; 
and  with  returning  health  the  spirit  of  disagreement  was  revived. 
The  remainder  of  Edward's  reign  is  replete  with  quarrels  be- 
tween the  scholars,  the  townsmen,  and  the  preaching  friars. 
From  these  we  pass  to  observe  that  several  parliaments  and  coun- 
cils were  held  in  the  city  by  Richard  IL  It  was  nearly  at  this . 
period  that  a  bright  luminary  appeared  in  the  University,  and. 
shed  such  rays  as  were  calculated  to  illumine  the  most  distant 
ages.  We  allude  to  Dr.  Wickliffe,  the  Father  of  the  Reformers. 
This  eminent  man  was  the  first  warden  of  Canterbury  College ; 
and  it  was  at  Oxford  that  he  read  those  Lectures  of  Divinity 
which  are  known  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  so  great  a  change 

in 

■ 

*  Some  idea  uf  the  extent  of  moitalily  among  tlie  ecclcMastics  on  this  occa- 
sion may  be  acquiied  from  the  following  passage  in  Kuighion i-^**  Bg(qt9 
this  plague  you  might  hare  hired  a  curate  lor  four  or  five  marks  a  year,  or 
for  two  marks  and  his  board  ;  but,  after  it,  you  could  hardly  Gnd  a  clergy* 
nan  who  would  accept  of  a  Ticarage  of  twenty  marks,  or  twenty  pounds  a 
year."  • . 
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in  rdigiooa  opinion.  His  doctrines  were  no  sooner  divulged,  than 
they  were  approved  hy  the  jadicious,  and  received  with  entha- 
aiasm  by  that  large  proportion  of  the  University  which  had  felt 
injored  in  consequence  of  the  Pope^s  interference  with  the  nomi- 
nation to  vacant  benefices,  or  had  been  affronted  by  the  assump- 
tions of  the  preaching  Friars.  The  strong  sentiment  which  pre- 
Taileil  at  Oxford  in  favour  of  Wickliffe  is  evident  from  the  follow-  • 
ing  drcnmstance :— "  Pope  Gregory  XI.  hearing  of  the  new  te- 
aets^  by  a  bull  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  papacy  issued  his  fulmi- 
natioa  against  the  same,  severely  reproving  the  Chancellor's 
neglect  in  suffering  this  heresy  to  diffuse  itself;  yet  the  proctors, 
and  many  of  the  masters,  were  in  doubt  whether  they  should  re- 
ceive, or  reject,  this  bull  with  contempt,  as  a  new  and  unheard  of 
♦hing." 

But  although  the  temper  of  the  University  was  thus  ^vourabfe 
to  the  cause  of  truth  at  this  important  ers,  the  general  interests 
of  learning  do  not  appear  to  have  been  by  any  mean^  in  a  flou- 
nshing  state.  The  number  of  students  was  so  small,  that  man> 
•f  the  halls  and  schools  (as  appears  by  their  rent-rolls)  were 
let  for  purposes  remote  from  the  dissemination  of  letters.  Yet 
the  court  liberally  patronized  the  University^  and  several  new 
foundations  took  place  during  the  reign  of  Richard.  Tliat  the 
laws  enforcing  cleanliness  thrunghout  the  city  had  greatly  suc- 
ceeded in  warding  off  pestilential  diseases  is  evident  from  the 
circumstance  already  mentioned,  of  several  Parliaments  and  Coun- 
cils having  been  summoned  to  meet  at  Oxford  by  this  king. 

Although  the  novel  tenets  professed  by  Wickliflfe  inculcated  a 
habit  of  discussion  among  all  classes,  and  peculiarly  stimulated 
the  researches  of  the  learned,  the  ages  which  immediately  followed 
bis  appearance  were  dull  and  sordid  to  a  lamentable  degree.  The 
interests  of  religion  and  learning  were  made  subordinate  to  state- 
policy  and  party-ambition.  The  annals  of  the  University  a^e 
necessarily  so  barren  during  these  boisterous  periods,  that  we 
■hall  gladly  hasten  over  the  narration,  in  order  to  gain  the  oppor- 

G  3  tonity 
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taaiij  oS  dadling  at  some  leaglh  on  the  more  interealuig  ma 

mhtth  are  to  EDc«eed. 

[  _     A  «troo^  predilection  Ui  L/illardf,  u  the  doctrinei  o(  Wick- 

I  Jiflb  vt;re  Iben  Uxtaed,  perTHdeil  the  University  duriag  tlie  rdgn 

lj«f  Uenry  IV.     Aruiidtl,  ArthbisLop  oT  Canterbury,  noit  vigo- 

1  ^ludjr  prosecoted  tfao^e  saipected  of  heresy ;  and  cooipdled  the 

L  Jfrimda  of  refomalion  to  abstain  from  an  open  deliverj  of  their 

'  Of  iuioiu;  bot  anch  was  the  dignity  of  spirit  prevailing  at  Oiiford, 

I  ^llist  ttamy  of  Wicklilft'a  frieads  sent  letters  to  the  bishop,  onucbed 

k  ^  the  btHcreal  lan^a^  of  reptuach,  and  at  Ivngtii  aII  lectures 

^cn  nwpeti^ed,  the  studcDta  retires!  into  the  country,  and  a  io- 

.  ItncuDatioo  waa  made  lo  dissolve  the  (Juiveruty,     Thia  waa  aifi 

t  mere  idle  thii-at,  but  was  viewed  in  so  seriooa  a  ligbt  by  (he 

court,  tlial  the  King  coudcscendtd  to  writr  letters,  requesting 

^lat  the  ditMDteutcd  meniUera  would  lay  tlieir  ptupiae  acids. 

Kill};  Heury  V.  had  bceu  partly  educatetl  at  Oxford,  and  be 

'    rtUinH  tlirough  liTo   a  foDdnt-Es  for   the    Uaivoraity.     Henry, 

fiiouffh   (ar  from  learned,  was  fond  of  books;  and,  io  his  more 

lure  years,  look  pleasure  in  canteraiiig  with  men  of  letters. 

JJaJ   Ifis  mpi  b«eD  leu  warlike,  or  prolouge<l  to  a  greater  ex- 

fimt,   1m  WouM  probably  have  proved  a  useful  aud  active  petroB 

Jo  lititraliiro  iu  (feiiural,  aiid  to  the  University  of  Oxford  in  parti- 

iit.uUf.     The  NBine  iwvtirity  was  exercised  id  Ibis  as  in  the  pre- 

<*^'*>1(  '<''KDr  re'peclirig  freedom  of  religious  discussjoo ;  yet  the 

Uiiifrniily   oora  Mimewhat  of  a  flouriiilung  aspect  as  lar  as  re- 

fardrd  tlir  iinuibfT  of  tlio  Htudcnls,     1/  Heury  had  possessed  lei- 

I  pw,  lii^  InteniliHl  to  uni<^iitl  tlie  statutes  of  the  University,  aud 

'  jkt  found  u  C'ullc((c  for  the  reception  of  Ktrau^ers. 

Ilaiiry  VI.  profcscod  much  sffectian  for  Oxford ;  but  bis  iavoar 
coniniiriieuteil  oo  solid  benefit.  The  6nances  of  the  University 
^  were  low,  oven  to  penury,  ilurin{f  his  rci^-n ;  and  the  scholar* 
were  few  iu  number.  Learning  (particularly  that  connected  witli 
.  ^thc  lAlin  languagie]  fell  to  decay,  aud  a  general  system  of  bri- 
Vry  and  peculatioQ  prevailed  in  the  church.  Beuefiva  wcrs 
eyea  dinpoiitKl  of,  for  interested  considerations,  to  persons  not  in 
9  hoi; 
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bsi}'  fifders;  while  men  of  ancient  and  honourable  standing  in 
llie  Ugitcrsity  were  sufTered  to  remaiB  unooticed  iu  the  seclu- 
sion of  Iheir  respective  colleges. 

Tims  circuinstaiic«d,  the  collegiates  bad  Dot  cause  for  parti> 
ralir  regret  when  llie  accessiau  of  the  house  of  York  pineal  a 
more  actire  monarch  on  the  throne.  Edward  IV.  to  evince  bis 
uxiety  fof  th«  eucouraji^ement  of  literature,  a&sumed  the  title  of 
"  Pnlector  of  the  University,"  and,  on  many  occasioua,  proved 
t  xealona  friend.  But  the  havoc  committed  amoDg  noble  and 
•Aunt  fanitica  by  tlie  rage  of  civil  war,  was  long  dcltimental  to 
Um  progress  of  refinement.  This  king  honoured  Oxford  with  a 
Tuat  towanls  the  conclusion  of  his  reign. 

Richard  III.  was  much  too  wise  and  politic  a  prince  lo  treat 

tlie  University  with  ncglccU     He  viaited  Oxford  soon  after  his 

acceaaton  to  regal  power,  and  look  many  judicious  steps  for  Ilia 

«dTanceni«ul  of  literatnrc,  amoug  whiHi  was  a  law  allowing  llie 

Uatversity  to  "  import  or  expert  books  al  pleasure."     i*<.i>|jall, 

ia  bis  bikf  History  of  the  Universily,  attributes  the  propiUty  o( 

^Vtti  UUer  poit  of  this  grant  to  "  the  Huperabundancp  of  bookx  in 

^^^Bprfbrd"  al  this  juncture.     But  may  we  not  more  rationally  pr^ 

^^^■pe  that  the  allowance  was  intended  to  signify  an  entire  freo- 

^^^K  of  press  and  liberty  of  discussion  ? 

^^^KA  iteaifiil  pestilence,  which  raged  for  six  weeks,  and  almost 
^^IP^Dlatad  the  city  aud  colleges,  ushered  in  the  reign  of 
tbe  aeren^  Henry.  Although,  from  various  fortuitous  clrcam- 
rtuces,  this  period  has  the  proud  boast  of  fostering  lite  revi- 
nl  of  letters,  the  University  of  Oxford  unhappily  lod  liltle 
share  in  the  glorious  task.  From  the  many  discouraging  parti- 
culars of  the  lost  century,  genuine  Eciiolurehip  had  bi.come  al- 
most an  obsolete  character,  in  a  professionnt  point  of  view. 
The  Greek  language,  because  unknown,  was  alfcctcdly  held  in 
contempt.*  Collegiate  discipline  was  relaxed  to  a  dangerous 
ce.  ai>d  iulestine  broils  continually  tormented  the  few  who 
G  4  were 

I'  n«  Aati'Grseisiu  fotmed  tbeoueliea  ioto  an  uiocislloa  Qoder  the  liila 
Trt^am-    The  t«i<lei  of  ihc  psriy  look  tlic  nnmc  of  Pitami  sod  olbcn 
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■men  intent  on  profitable  statly.  So  strong  were  the  exist-* 
JDg  prejudices,  that  wlien  Erasmus,  in  the  year  1498,  re- 
paired to  Oxrord  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  Greek,  many  lead- 
ing characlera  thought  proptr  to  declaim  ac^inst  him  in  the 
nchools,  and  to  endeavour  to  riditTole  both  himself  and  Uto  \*n^ 
guage  which  he  wished  to  disseminate.  Tlie  JudicioM  few, 
however,  perceived  his  merits ;  and  the  eSects  of  hii  erndition 
are  perceptible  in  a  future  and  more  honourable  page  of  the  luf- 
venity  annals. 

The  instances  of  plague  and  pestilence  throughout  this  reign 
ore  exceedingly  numerous,  the  chief  of  which  appear  In  he  owing 
to  the  neglected  wtale  of  the  city.  The  chaiuiela  communicating; 
with  the  adjacent  rivers  were  suffered  to  become  choaked  wiA, 
dirt  and  filth,  and  all  the  vrholeKomu  statutes  regarding  inUritfr'J 
cleanliness  were  dtaregarded.  ' 

The  period  during  which  Henry  VIII.  sat  on  tlie  throne 
is  highly  coiiser|Dcnttal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Univer- 
sity. Henry  aspired  to  the  character  of  a  leai-ned  ]irim«,  and 
his  example  imparled  a  Auihioii  to  the  nobility.  The  learned  se- 
minaries had  been  too  long  regarded  with  indifference,  or  shackled 
by  Papal  tyranny.  They  now  recovered  the  native  dignity  of 
their  character,  and  the  curiosity  is  nc-ccRsarily  excited  ooacorn- 
ing  the  manner  in  which  they  would  receive  the  great  ehugea 
•ffeeled  by  high  authority  in  the  religions  establishment. 

Henry  commenced  his  reign  by  confirming  (as  had  Iieea  the 
custoro  with  most  of  hia  predecesfiorx)  the  charters  of  the  Uni- 
versity, which  confirmatioi)  was  shortly  followed  by  the  honor  of 
ft  regal  visit.*  The  mumlicencc  of  Wolsey  precluded,  for  many 
years,  the  necessity  of  the  king's  patronage.  As  an  instance  of 
the  Cardinal's  early  venenlioa  for  Oxford,  it  must  he  obsen-cd, 

tbBt 
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1  Hector,  Paiij,  &c-  By  llie: 
ntW  acre  uluted,  and  alien  s»a>aisd,  k. 
Duiioe  l>i"  '"it  ll'c  Queen  (Cnllmriiie  at  A 
tbe  bMlll  aS  Ibe  Viurtnily,  paid  iduiatii 


lir  fiiblic  itrceii. 

■Bcia)  ailGBdeiJ  bj  V/o\nj 

II  1h(  tliriuB  af  H.  IVidis. 
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Utnl  «heu  bo  viiilnl  tli&t  place  in  IglS,  he  rounded  seven  Lee* 
tern,  for  Tfitology.  Civil  Law,  Physic,  PJiilosoptiy,  MBtlieom- 
ti«i,  Gri-tk,  »nd  Rhetoric*  HiH  altuiilion  Ui  the  Uuiventily 
'vnindvetl  gnccssinc;.  By  his  stduluus  care  the  Greek  lun^uago 
wv  at  leni^th  rrrtived  into  cslimnlion,  nitd  a  l«»te  for  elegant 
Wiinc.  in  all  its  bratichen,  became  geiirral  amoiii;  those  sta- 
^1«  who  had  hitherto  ilevotol  tlic  whole  of  Iheir  tuletit  tn  llio 
ijuilibtcs  of  the  achonlmen. 

Wh<?u  the  Lint;  was  dusirous  to  divorce  Queen  Catharine,  he 
Ibmntcd  que«tionH,  touchiu;^  (he  l''t;ality  of  auch  a  measure,  to 
Oxiiinl.  The  Uuiversity  (streuglhened,  perhaps,  in  their  ?»• 
|Hii7iuice  by  their  altachnieut  to  the  Mutlmeiila  of  Wolsey)  Buf- 
kiri  the  propoEiitiou  to  touiain  unnoticed  Tur  three  woekii.  Three 
hmb  and  fitter  letters  were  recei\ed  from  thf  kiTii;  before  the 
rMjiondeutit  could  deterniiiie  on  the  nature  of  their  reply.  A 
cooimitlee  of  thirty-tliroe  Doctors  and  Baehelora  tf  Law  then 
tnaifi  an  answer  iu;reetthly  tt>  the  Linc'o  wishes,  and  oQixed  to 
it  the- University  seal ;  but  Wood  aays,  Ihst  this  decree  was  not 
Mined  by  a  free  aulfra^e,  and  that  "  itll  Uie  menacGS  or  arte 
;  had  proved  itii-JK;ctaal.  »f  the  #eere(  comn)ilte«  bad 
ic  (ipiKirtunity  ofu  tempestuous  night,  as  it  were  lijr 
lb,  lo  hold  tht!  convvntiun." 

:ficd  tiy  tht'  tkvourixhly  reply  to  his  raomentoua  rjucation. 

i;  Hpeedily  ri« ted  Oxford.     He  evidently  h^  au  interest 

:uning  favour  with  the  scliDlatH ;  for,  in  little  more  than  a 

UltcmnKth,  he  declared  himself  "  Hiuiit  of  the  Church,"   and 

I  aeut  to  take  the  sense  of  the  University,     yhe  present 

im  HHtt  with  leas  njiposilinn  tiino  the  former.     The  priiici- 

f  Luther  liad  long  Inrii  tbvourKhly  received  among  the  ma- 

]r  of  students  of  all  clnNsea.     Thirty  doctors  wtre  assigned 

11  of  tlie  proposed  ciise,  and  they  promptly  rc- 

wd  an  answer  jierfcclly  in  accordance  with  the  king's  desire. 

Aa 

'  Tb««eLnfurci  wctb  received  wiih  m  mucli  «»1mi»  spprotwiion,  llisi 

H  Hulert  pieretreit  a  inpjitlcsilon  lliBl  they  miglil  nut  be  obliged 

ID  hour,  iu  order  dnl  tlicy  niigUi  luve  time  lo  bi:  picMiit. 
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An  examination  then  took  place  of  the  whole  University,  nan 
by  m^,  and  the  decisioa  of  tbe  thirty  docttira  nas  populiirly 
ratified. 

But  the  intentions  of  Henry,  in  regard  to  the  sjioliatJoR  of  ths 
chnrch,  were  soon  perceived  liy  the  members  of  the  University, 
aad  tlje  docility  of  their  acquiescence  wits  naturaJiy  at  an  end. 
So  decpi^though  politically  moderale,  vas  the  sentiment  of  r^ 
pugnance  evinced  oii  several  occaaiou«,  that  a  hiahop  publicly 
UBGrted,  in  a  meeting  of  Parliament,  "  that  the  Universities 
were  much  decayed  of  late,  wherein  all  things  were  carried  i>y 
yoitng  men,  whose  judgments  were  not  to  be  relied  on." 

The  University  now  presented  a  dreary  spectacle.  Peatilence 
did  much  in  driving  the  echohira  froo)  their  studies ;  but  as 
•Aticipation  of  the  calamities  to  which  the  church  would  be  bu^ 
jecled  did  more.  Of  the  students  who  remained  a  great  portion 
a^iplied  to  the  study  of  physic,  and  some  to  civil  offices,  or  me- 
chanical employs.  But  this  residue  was  small.  "  Of  the  incep- 
tors,"  according  to  Peshall,  "  in  the  year  1546,  there  occnr  only 
ten  in  arts,  and  three  in  divinity  and  law;  whence  the  Univer- 
sity held  not  a  convocation  from  February  to  September,  nor 
afforded  clergy  cnouprh  for  the  cm*  of  the  churches." 

Although  the  interest  of  Oxford,  as  a  learned  seminary,  -wera 
for  a  time  injured  by  the  wound  inflicted  on  the  ecclesiastical 
function,  yet  it  must  ever  be  remembered  that  the  puranits  of 
literalnre  were  first  conducted  into  proper  channels  during  this 
splendid  hut  violent  reign.  The  University  was  likewise  enriched 
by  private  fintronage  of  the  most  munificent  description.  Beside* 
Cardinal  Wolsey's  foundation,  since  called  Chriitt  Church,  there 
were  founded  in  the  lime  of  Henry  Vlll.  the  two  nohle  colleges 
termed  Brazen-nose  and  Corpus  ClirisU. 

As  some  atonement  for  the  havoc  made  in  religious  honsea, 
(in  conjunction  with  other  motives  partaking  more  of  policy  than 
letribulion.)  tliis  king  erected  bishop's  sees  on  the  ruin  of  seve- 
ral  of  the  most  opulent  monasteries,  and  appropriated  their  re-  ' 
venues  to  the  maiuteuauce  of  the  new  prelates.  Among  th« 
Bpoliatad 
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fpolraleJ  eililiccs  so  recompensed  was  liic  Abbey  of  Osceney, 
CDDliguous  to  Osforil,  whicli^  in  1642,  was  couvt^rted  into  a 
calhfdnd  churcb,  and  tlie  county  of  Oxford  waa  made  a  diucosc.*' 
W)icD  Henry  matured  tbe  fouiidalioii  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  and  un- 
dertook, the  potionage  of  the  College,  on  vliich  lie  was  dcsirouB 
of  licslowin;  bis  own  title,  be  traDBJatcd  tlic  cathedral  cJturch 
from  Osceiiey  tliitlier ;  >^d  from  this  period  only  it  is  obvious  that 
Oxford  is  strictly  entitled  to  tbe  name  nf  city. 

The  Mow  aiilicipat«d  by  tbe  churcliinen  fell  with  ovenrbelning 
Tcigbt  in  tie  reign  of  Edward  VI.  I'lie  fiist  act  of  Edward's 
counsellors  (tor  to  tbcin  must  be  allribuUd  the  most  important 
ftctions  of  bis  reign]  nan  a  cfross  viulation  of  the  Uuivereity 
•tatutes,  since  it  directed  that  "  no  gownsmen  should  concern 
tlienwelvea  at  tbe  clectioD  of  any  president,  fellow,  or  scholar,  sr 
do  any  thing  to  oppose  the  viMtation  now  ordered  by  the  king." 
'his  threatened  visitalion  shortly  took  plaie,  atul  the  sUite  of 
Ojumiuis  was  found  to  lie  so  far  from  prosperous,  that  the 
>r>,  nt  one  time,  enterluiued  an  intention  □!'  reduciug  all  the 
Collegfs  into  one,  on  account  of  ihe  nurrowness  of  their  revenues. 
But  this  inteatiiin  they  were  periiiiailed  to  abandon,  h  it  wm 
snderelood  that  the  king  had  determined  to  restore  to  tbe  Uni- 
lersity  several  rectories  aiij  estalus  lately  taken  from  them. 
They,  however,  entirely  chaiij^td  the  form  of  Uuiverhity  govcrn- 
meol,  and  gave  the  name  of  Edward's  Statutes  to  Uie  new  code 
which  they  fabricated,  a  code  that  remained  iu  force  until  Arch- 
bifbop  Land  introduced  a  better  model. 

The  dtlegatea  of  Edward's  aullinrity  evinocd  a  violence  of 
temper  by  no  means  likely  to  rcrcnucile  the  Jan'ing  interests  of 
religion,  or  to  recommend  Ibc  opinions  of  their  superiors  among 
the  juiliciouB  and  liberal.  They  either  directed  or  permitted  tbe 
college  libraricH  to  be  plundered;  and  many  rare  manuBcripts 
which  {if  we  may  believe  Wood)  contained  no  bint  of  supcrsti- 

V  *  Tbe  ionnn  toonit  ol*  llie  Alibol  Mid  Monki  of  Oiccney  weie  naw'iDtia- 
4  bj*  picbciulacio  and  ksbIiui.    The  BiUiop  ruided  in  Glouceiter  (now 
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tioDs  doctrjues   the;  consigned  to  tlie  flames,  merely  bcmiis* 
tbey  hail  heen  comjinsed  by  the  votaries  of  the  "  olil  leaniiTig. 

Iudii,'najil  at  ihis  trcatnienl  the  chief  of  tic  students  aba]id< 
the  University.  Tiie  sclionU  tinw  poiscsscd  hut  sixtt«ii  detp^ 
waing  bachelors;  and,  though  lOld  namcK  appeared  on  the  booki^ 
mncli  the  larger  portion  had  quitted  Oxford  for  ever. 

The  violeoce  of  Edward's  Bdviaers  and  delegates  was  as  iai>. 
politic  as  it  was  illiberal;  for  they  ought  to  have  fureseen  the  daAv 
gerofa  change  in  court-sentimcntH,  and  should  have  endeavoured^ 
to  convince  by  argument  rallier  thau  to  terrify  by  injanction, 
leal  they  should  only  he  collectiitj;  faggots  for  theiv  own  destroc- 
tiOD. 

Shortty  alter  Mary  succeeded  to  the  Crown  she  abrogated  t1 
Baths  which  had  been  lately  adukinistered  concerning  the  rejecliott' 
nf  the  Pope's  authority.      Many  acndcmics  now  returned,  and. 
Uie  members  of  Magdalen  College  had  the  "  queen's  comnaw 
to  resnrac  their  studies  where  the  professors  of  His   HolioeW 
ahould  not  long  suffer  the  grievous  injuries  tlicy  had  cndared. 

Another  vhilolirm  now  took  jdacc,  undtT  the  direction  of  Gar* 
diner,  Biiihop  of  Winchester,  a  man  so  much  inclined  by  temper 
uid  religious  pcrsuasious  to  harsh  tneosnrL's,  that,  assuredly,  it 
was  rnjudiriAiis  to  treat  his  delegates  wilh  disdain,  orlofitrniA 
iim  with  the  resemMauce  of  an  excuse  for  resorting  to  ads  ef 
«ii)ience.  An  ill-judging,  nr  intemperatt!  friend  Js  welt  known  fb 
be  virtually  the  worat  of  foes.  Instead  of  displaying  thu  8Up4< 
rioiity  of  Ihe  Kefotinbi-'s  ttjiels  by  a  mild  and  dignified  air  Af 
rosaciuus  troth,  oue  of  the  students,  hastilc  lo  the  eourt-detegateik 
snatched  the  host  out  ol  Ihe  pyx  at  evening  prujer,  rent  il  with. 

bm 


*  Uure  llion  a  wig^ii  loaJ  of  nanatciiplt  wrrv  liLen 
kjt,  luasl  of  Bhitli  ireaifd  of  Uivinilj,  dUruiiunij,  s 
•ijj  vtit  writlen  bj  uiitubcrs  uf  ihat  Sutitij.  The  grti 
urn  dottajed,  but  nuiiy  were  prt'sFrvciJ  by  u  Dulcli  bui 
^u  St.  MtrT**,  wd  ire  yrl  eiinjit  in  Ihc  BadlBim  librury. 
t  Beg.  CoU.  Msgd.  &(. 
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tsluii^  atii  tramplf^  nn  it  with  his  Tect;  nnd  BDolher,  opeuly 
in  Ktetlilcn  choir,  forced  Ihe  censer  from  the  hands  of  the  person 
•ho  ma  >f«at  to  offer  iiiccnsc. 

Jl  mctniieholy  scene  now  took  jiUce  in  Oxford.  ArchhiBhop 
Cnnmcr,  wilh  the  Bisliops  of  I^n,don  and  Worcester,  Kklley 
udlAtimer.  were  referred  IbitJier,  for  the  alledged  jiurpose  of  ea- 
krin^  into  a  disputation  nilli  the  University.  The  resatt  oftha 
oontrorersy  might  be  easily  nnticipated.  The  court  knew  that 
tJli!  hiJihops  would  prove  inflexible,  and  the  friendi  of  the  ao 
cii&ed  were  well  aware  that  no  prepoiidernnce  of  ar^ment  could 
prevent  their  rood  em  nation.  Yet  it  was  neeessary  to  the  repute 
of  Uie  RoDtiiih  party  that  the  University- disputants  should  be 
men  «f  oontroTenial  ability.  So  barrcti  was  Oxford  at  thiN  time 
of  prraoDs  skilled  in  the  "  old  learning,"  that  Bishop  Gardiner 
dr-Mncil  it  prudent  to  rcr[ue<it  aid  ^m  the  ulster- University  of 
CambridcG,  In  aft;r-agen  of  a  brighter  character  the  Univer- 
sity *f  Oxford  has  felt  cause  to  be  proud  of  this  penury  of  auper- 
xtitiona  talent.  After  Heveral  mettinsB  in  St.  Mary's  chap«l  Ut* 
Bishnps  of  London  and  Worcester  were  excommnDicated  and  con- 
dcniiied.  Their  rxecntion,  in  the  hi^rlnrny  at  the  front  of  Balial 
College,  soon  took  place.  Archbishop  Cranmec  was  reserved 
hr  *  more  tt-dlons  fate  ;  for  it  seems  that  the  prosecutor*,  in  tlvT 
cA^cmcis,  hod  hitherto  orerlooked  the  oecessity  of  the  Pope's 


Nurly  lire  oionllts  elapsed  before  an  intercbanse  with  His 
Holineis  could  take  place.  Whcu  the  messenger  returned  from 
Ronte  Cninmer's  RUilcrin^  drew  to  tholr  close ;  but  the  barbarona 
■pint  of  the  times  caused  bis  last  hours  to  be  of  the  most  afflicting 
nature.  He  max  taken  before  Oishopa  Bonner  and  Thilby  nt 
>t  church  cathedral,  who  caused  him,  with  cruel  mockery,  to 


in  pontifical  robes  made  of 

biK  hand,  and  mitre  < 

ipped,  with  much  furmalily,  of  the: 

ordered  to  prepare  for  the  titake. 


anvas;  nnd  they  placed  K 

:i  iiis  head.      Me  was  Iheu 

s  tokens  of  former  diftnity. 

It  vai  intended  that  a  _ 

HennoM 
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sermon  should  be  prearhed  on  the  spot  of  his  last  a^ny,  buff 
the  day  proved  wet  and  Htormy,  and  the  sermon  was  thereTortf 
preached  in  St.  Mary's  church.  In  this  uacred  place  he  repeate# 
hiR  6rni  heliefiu  what  he  professed,  and  especialty  "  recanted 
tliat  to  which  he  had  before  put  his  hand."  He  then  endeaToiireA> 
to  «ay  more ;  hut,  according  to  the  historians  of  the  era, 
cbief  persons  present  rrled,  "  Stop  the  Heretic's  mouth,  and 
faim  away  !"  on  ithich  tie  oiHccrs  pulled  him  down,  and  led  hi* 
I«  the  stake.  He  surrendered  bis  breath  on  the  sann?  spot  fiitf 
the  Bishops  of  London  and  Worcester,  the  centre  oftbe  highwi 
ID  the  front  of  Baliol  CoUc^^e. 

It  may  be  proper  lo  observe,  tliat  ae?cnil  persons  of  considemth 
were  aent  by  the  court  to  be  present  at  the  execotLon,/or_/c£w  tk 
any  twtmlt  thould  arue  eimong  the  rithens  of  Oxford,  in  ami 
^Hcacf  of  Ike  arekbishnp's  death. 

According  to  Wood  (a  writer  by  uo  means  inclined  to  throw  v 
DKGSsary  obloiiny  on  a  Roman  Catholic  period}  the  University 
«aa  in  a  drooping;  stale  during  the  rtij,'n  of  Mary,  "  The  i»«- 
geniiJU8  arts  were  held  in  contempt !  The  divinity  school  wl4 
aeldain  opened,  and  the  stipend  of  Queen  Harprct'a  lecture  conJ 
vetled  to  the  use  of  npairing  tlie  schools.  For  senaons,  wuf 
seycely  one  in  a  moDtli.  Public  leclurers,  throui^h  idleneas,  ot' 
insnfficifaey,  acldom  performed  their  offices.  The  Greek  tongnvt 
fell  into  its  old  decay  ;  and,  in  general,  was  such  a  contempt  o^ 
learoins  and  disuse,  Uial  there  was  no  appearance  of,  or  was  s' 
way  left  to,  the  miserable  arts.  For  six  years  there  weie  ontj* 
three  incejitors  in  divinity,  eleven  in  civil  law,  in  physic  siic-J 
Masters  of  Arts  one  year  hut  eighteen,  anothra'  nineteen,  anuth^ 
twenty-five,  and  another  twenty-aevtn."  ^ 

Yet  it  is  certain  that  some  learned  men  were  produced  by  Ox**' 
ford  at  this  period,  and  the  queen  {except  as  lo  peculiarity  of  reli- 
gions tenet)  treated  the  interests  of  the  University  with  undevi- 
ating  consideration. 

A  brighter  era  succeeded.      The  rci^n  of  Elizabeth 
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trnMeaw  to  all  cUsaea;  uid  the  queen  wu  too  tlioroughly  ro- 
faainlMl  with  the  oircnniBtnuceis  th^t  Icail  to  the  well-being  of  a 
ttalt  t*  lovk  with  indifference  on  lUe  lemliurics  of  the  leanicd. 

The  c^iKRiiiiity  of  thi>  sovereign  «a»  cvidcut  in  the  ileliben- 
tioB  with  which  she  effected  &  change  in  tlie  establishment  of 
lim  Uuivenity.  The  rage  of  party  was  high,  and  sefcTjl  lettera 
■en  aent  from  lite  Protestants  in  Oxfoifl,  requesting  the  inlcr- 
fcmui  of  the  qoeen ;  hot  it  was  not  until  a  twelvemonth  alW 
ktt  iningunitiou  that  ahe  delegated  persons  to  examine  into  Ihc 
ilalc  of  the  different  colleges ;  and  these  she  required  "  to  um 
all  lendcneaa  upon  the  occaaion."  The  objcclioMdble  iodivtduul* 
*m  Ikce  deprived  of  place,  or  indueod  to  resign.  Only  two 
(tfuDtfta  of  Christ  Church,  and  the  warden  of  Merton,)  were  in> 
dacd  lo  disallow  tlie  power  of  the  delegates ;  and  these  wera 
iBprisoBed  with  lenity;  the  Utter beinj;  plncedin  the  hands  of  th« 
famn  li»«elf  at  Hampton  Court. 

Bal  the  shock  occasioned  by  tlie  frequent  changes  in  relitpon, 
■ad  Ihv  roDscqueot  oncertaintj  of  ecclesiastical  provision  for  stu- 
d«aU,  was  not  to  l)e  qaickly  overcome.  In  the  year  1560,  not 
0te  penou  performed  Iheoli^iral  eaerci:ies  in  the  schools,  and 
ealy  one  io  civil  law,  and  three  iu  physic.  In  the  same  year  no 
diviiM,  le^t,  or  physiciau,  slaod  for  his  degree.  When  Queen 
Elitabcth,  in  150:),  iisued  an  edict  declaratory  of  certain  regu- 
latiui*  concerning  the  delivery  of  sernious,  tliere  were  only  three 
Uiiivenily  preachers  in  Oxford;  and  two  of  these  sliorlly  after 
rtlinti);,  tlic  pulpit  was  supplied  by  any  uci/idcntal  declaimer  who 
•Send.  Even  LiymCn  were  not  precliiiicd.  Mr.  Taverncr  of 
Wood-Eaton  (slietitf  of  Oxfordshire)  out  of  dimity  mounletl  the 
palpit,  with  a  »wur(l  hy  his  side,  aud  his  golden  chain  of  office 
aroand  fai«  neck.  This  was  the  comneiiceioent  of  the  sermon 
wUcli  he  presiiuitd  tu  addnss  to  academics,  and  to  which  tho 
icademics  of  that  d;ky  condescended  Iu  listen: — "  Arriving  ut 
H^lMllouDt  of  St.  Mary's,  in  the  stony  stage  vbere  I  now  stand, 
^^^^hw  brought  you  s«na  ftn;  biscuits,  baked  in  the  oven  of  cha- 
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lity,    carerully   coitHcrvuJ  for  tlie  chickens  of  Ihe  charcli,   the 
cparrows  of  tbe  spirit,  anil  tlie  sweet  swallows  of  snlvation."  " 

Very  few  yenrs  elapsed  licfore  tlic  general  serenity  of  the  king' 
doai  allowed  leisure  for  study;  and  ajnong  the  first  p rook  of  b 
Dioderslp  clemency  in  ecciesiastica.1  goveniinent  may  be  noticed 
the  flourishini;  condition  of  tlic  University.  In  IS66,  the  queen 
vtBitttd  Oxforil ;  and  the  magnificence  with  which  she  was  received, 
and  the  speeches  deli>ereil,  and  dramatic  pieces  perfurmed,  shew 
at  once  the  oiHuence  and  talent  of  tlie  respective  collogiate  asta- 
blislirnenls. 

In  the  13th  of  Elizabeth  was  passed  "  an  Act  for  the  incorporlk- 
tioD  of  tbe  two  Universities."  Disgusted  with  the  supentitiQ> 
«f  the  Roiuish  church,  the  temper  of  the  Uuiversily  now  nm  into 
an  opposite  extreme.  The  Earl  of  Leiieslcr,  Ihcir  cliaiiccllar, 
was  addicted  to  Calvinism,  and  fin  Francis  Walsin^.'ham,  first 
ancretary  of  stale,  was  notoriously  a  partizao  of  the  Cuthari,  or 
Puritans.  This  latltr  personage  instituted  a  tlieological  lectara 
to  ho  read  three  times  a  week.  Under  such  patronage  a  secta- 
rian spirit  unavoidably  g:aiDed  ground ;  yet  the  eminent  acbolaoa 
i&  almost  every  liberal  brsucti  produced  by  Oxford  at  this  juoft! 
ture  are  sufficient  vouclicrs  for  the  thriving  state  of  rational  vuk 
mauly  leaniing. 

.  The  city  was  often  visited  by  pestilence  during  Iho  retgo  oiEMm^ 
kttfa.  In  the  year  la??,  occurred  that  fearful  calamity  tenned 
tlie  Black  Aasizt.  While  tlm  court  sat  on  the  trial  of  a  Popiab 
kookselltr,  accused  of  circulating  oH'ensivc  pamphlets,  a  sadden 
aicknesB  seized  nearly  tbe  whole  of  tiie  persons  present; 
witliin  forty  hours,  upwards  of  300  died,  among  whom  were  tbC 
lord  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer,  tlic  hiijli  sberilT  of  the  countyji 
■overal  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  chief  of  the  jurors, 
effect  of  the  earlhqiiakt,  in  IdbU,  was  severely  felt  at  Oxford* 
The  inhabitants  quitt«d  their  houses,  in  excessive  terror.    "  1^ 

c  mmt  hr  jolEcimt  to  prove  tint  the  foundation  o(  iM 
■slsid  loog  bifar*  tho  ill'ritcd  Chirlei  ■iiumcd  lite  mvjmi 


\ 
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mj  ipuTOWB  that  htA  betaken  themaelyn  to  roofg  of  the  dwell- 
iBgt  kr  shelter/'  rays  one  writer^  "  ibaddenly  fly  out;  the  birh 
of  the  air  settle  on  the  groand,  and  the  oxen  low/'  Not  any 
accident  of  consequence  was,  however,  attendant  on  this  emo- 
tion. '' 

Qaeen  Elizabeth  favoured  Oxford  with  a  second  visit  in  1092: 

In  the  reign  of  James  I.  those  reMifif^n.:;  differences  of  which 
We  have  noticed  the  commencement,  aR<(iimcd  a  more  formidable 
isqiecL  The  Papists  and  Puritans,  under  various  deceptive  mo- 
difications, treated  each  other  with  the  most  bitter  and  open 
rancour.  This  hostility  was  the  more  dangerous  to  the  state  at 
laxge,  as  the  students  were  now  extremely  nnmerous ;  and  let- 
fen  were  so  widely  disseminated,  that  the  insinuations  of  the 
respective  parties  found  reception  in  the  most  remote  comers  of 
the  kingdom.  The  ardour  with  which  the  controversy  was 
maintained  undoubtedly  led  to  a  depth  of  literary  research ;  but 
still  it  caused  a  concentration  of  inquiry  injurious  to  the  solid  in- 
terests of  learning.  8ir  H  enry  Savile,  in  the  preamble  of  the  deed 
by  which  he  annexes  a  salarv  to  the  mathematical  and  astronomicai 
profr-ssorships  in  Oxford,  says  that  geometry  was  almost  totally 
abandoned  nm\  unknown. 

King  Janios  rosiHcd  at  Oxford  for  some  lime,  on  aoroniit  of  the 
plague  which  rajrid  so  f:dally  at  London;  but  the  disorder  was 
unhappily  convcrved  'o  ttio  \)\'\ci'  of  his  rctroai,  :«rid  hrokc  forth 
with  such.violcncc,  Mjal  tlio  so'iolars  fled,  aiul  Ilio  cili/ors  fihul 
their  shoos  in  div«!mnv.  *'  Net  a  livi??^  crcaftire,**  savsAxliffc, 
"  btsidis  iinrsf:-^  and  cnrpsr-!  f  ircrs  was  lo  !»:»  r^^ru  in  tlio  streets, 
which  were  covered  willi  yiass  <..•«•  i  in  llic  niarkt  J-pla'^o."  King 
James  I.  cmpowfTcd  the  Univon.ity  to  <ow}  two  rr^jTe-.e-iitatives 
to  !'?rlianient.  The  nuiiiLtr  on  ll.!'  books,  i:i  t!»e  y-.ar  16' W,  was 
2251. 

The  plague  still  prrvailinir  in  London,  Charlts  T.  held  a  Par- 
liament at  Oxford  in  the  e;uly  pari  of  his  n^iiifn.  Tlii'j  short 
visit  was  only  the  precursor  of  a  longer  residence.  The  evils 
which  had  been  so  long  in  embryo  now  burst  forth,  and  it  was 
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fbuuil  tliHl  the  twoiil  lauil  finally  a«Ule  tiic  tleoloi^JCiil  dispute^  A 
in  which  the  iiatioD  wits  plunged.  The  membetB  of  the  Uiiivenit]^  1 
who  had  been  siim  nu  tumentably  divided  amoui.'  tliomtelvM  wti^  J 
|iuIjUc  trani|uillit]F  allowed  lime  for  recondite  spcculiitiaii,  aaw 
proved  that  the  [irinciplc  wan  coirett,  though  the  imagination  luai 
been  deluded.     They  were  uuaninious  in  profeMioiu  of  loyalty, 
aud  proved  the  •iuccrit;  of  their  aasertions  by  prescntiag  ib^M 
whole  of  Ihuir  plate  to  be  melted  for  the  kiu^'it  use,  ou  the  q 
cun'CDcc  of  liis  Gn>t  fietutim-  exigency  *.      When  Charlea  foB)| 
it  expedient  to  retire  from  Loiiiloo  lie  eliost;  Oxford  for 
of  abode;  and  in  Uiis  city  Ihe  chief  of  the  royal  family  residaj 
until  tltcir  fortUDCi*  grew  entirely  desperate,  and  they  were  obUgiA  J 
to  sepanili.',  niver  all  In  meet  ag^uu  on  earth.     The  lung  hail  I 
npartnientti  prcpurud  for  liim  at  Christ  Church,  mid  the  Qiiee^.  T 
aX  Mcrton,  between  which  colleijett  a  private  way  waa  now  »|)eocA  i 
fur  Uieir  accommodaliDii  through  one  of  the  canou's  gardftfa, 
the  hall  of  Christ  Chinch  the  king  collected  the  frasuiaite  o(l| 
Farliaiueni,  auil  opened  the  momentous  business  of  the  si 
a  manly  and  juiliclous  speech.     The  lords  afterwordu  held  t 
neetiugs  in  tlic  upper  uchooln,  and  the  commons  ugsembled  in  ^Mf  1 
eanvocatiou  house. 

TcniQcd  by  tlie  increasing  danger,  llie  queen  was,  at  tengtti^l 
ulvised  to  quit  her  loyal  consort,  naii  to  seek  security  ii 
«f  Exeter  during  that  season  of  miitcmal  difficulty  and  w 
which  was  dosu  at  hand.     The  whole  melancholy  winter  of  lAffi^ 
wax  passed  by  Churles  within  the  walU  of  Christ  ChorcU; 
Eljm  ihnt  college,  now  iloubly  honoured  iu  ulfurding  a  sanetBaiy 
to  the  misfortunes  of  a  priiic«  whom  it  had  hospitably  enlerUined 
in  a  prosperous  season,  he  wrote  the  meinorahle  letter  to  Lwd 
Oigby,  ill  which  he  said  that,  "  if  he  could  not  live  us  a  lung,  k( 
would  at  least  die  as  a  gentleman  I " 

Altlmugh  elk-ctual  measures  had  been  taken  to  furtilV  .the  ci 
«f  Oxford,  Charles  detmcd  it  prudent  to  accede  to  the  desira  4A  I 

*.A(  ■  lublcqurnt  peciad  Ihe  Uiuvctiili,  lilewiu 
lain  of  ibore  10,0001.  in  nvaej. 
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ion,  when  he  Rnnk  personally  In  )lielr  power,  anS 
lis  penceable  surrender.  The  jiosseasion  of  Ox- 
Afj'iug  cJrcumBbiuor  to  the  stectnriau  party.  Their 
eag'er  to  rend  the  vi^Rtmcnts  of  the  church,  and  to 
d(6ce  the  monuments  of  nrl  collected  hy  the  united  elegance  of 
(site  mhI  ncll-mpariiiij;  piety  of  many  ages.  A  vigitatioii  was 
tpoedily  ordered  hy  the  "  Farliameril,"  and  llie  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, Clinncellor  of  the  University,  degraded  himself  hy  con- 
■culing  to  act  lu  unison  wilh  thest:  ignorant  and  fanatical  ilele- 
gatai.  The  commiHionrn  soon,  commenced  action,  and  set  tliem- 
m1«(s  to  work  in  reforming  the  ditcijilhie,  and  correcting  the  tr' 
nmeofu  doctrines,  of  I  he  Ujiiversil;/,  by  the  rule  of  the  covrnant! 
SoDM  partisans  they  found,  liut  those  chiefly  of  an  inferior  clnsa; 
while  the  great  body  of  the  Uui?ci'sity  met  in  convocation,  and 
a  puhlrc  act  and  declaration  agalnBt  the  proffered  opinions. 
M)t,"  eayn  Lord  C'larendon,  "  nhich  must  remain  to  lh» 
a  monument  of  the  learning,  courage,  and  loyalty, 
H>  cxoellt'ut  place." 
Such  (cenea  now  ensued  aa  mightbeexpecleil  from  the rcliBrioiia 
intoxication  of  vulgar  miails.  An  ordinance,  as  it  was  called, 
iu  paaaed  for  tlie  sale  of  "  dean  and  chapter  lauds  ;'*  the  visi- 
tor* placed  violent  sectarians  in  Ihc  ofiiceH  of  the  divines  who 
refoied  to  Bccrde  to  their  proposals;  and  the  more  slrenuou*  of 
mliliqry  broke  all  the  painted  windows  to 
tbcy  could  gain  ncceNs,  and  mutilated  IheinoKt  sirikingpiece* 
ilpture  *. 

H  2  ,      During 


II  «»,  hiniKlf,  nut  itisi-niible  to  tbc  influence  of  ll>e  aits,  and 
1^  (mbably,  have  prcvenied  the  linvoc  which  took  place  amung  piclurct 
iflnrviogi,  if  Ihe  vulgur  bigolr;  or  hit  fsclian  hnd  nut  RMiderc<l  ilic  sacri- 
nndact  in  ngiiil  lo  tlia  cirloon)  pioves  ihal  he  did  not 
tat/k  with  cold  11 1-"  on  llie  nitorpaliilhi^  kiiJ  tVnilon  menlioui  sn  aiiecdole, 
mpccfiog  Itie  pilluge  of  Ihe  tTnWcnO.v,  Hint  c*inc»  hii  love  of  music.  Tha 
«I|ao  of  Alsgdnlrii  cbapel  »iiscet«bntcd  Tar  ihe  nncncsa  of  ili  iodfi;  nnd  kI.cu 
I*  pallid  duMii  D>  ■  dinbuticnl  iigriil  of  •upcrilUiuii  be  cauted  it  Id  be  »• 
npton  Cduii,  and  thcic  ptrKr(«J  foe  liii  padicnUt  amuMiDCDl. 
Thli 


lOU  oxroavtmite. 

DuhBg  the  periedft  ia  which  the  Pariimnient,  tiio  umy,  wal  « 
IwU  iiitUvitiiud,  uBilor  Ihe  title  of  Protector,  Buci:«ui*«ly  nM 
tite  country,  OkToi'iI  was,  liy  no  means,  scantily  sup^iad  vHk 
ooBiHal  btujeiibi ;  but  daastral  learning  eiperienced  an  Mtifife 
tlagiiHtiM.  Tiia  csndi^tM  for  h«lj  orders  were  not  now  •«»• 
■ninui  cnncvriiin;,-  tiieir  progress  in  Greek  and  Roman  OTuditiMi; 
their  udv^ui'i;  in  i; race  was  tlie  only  subjecl  of  tnqniry.  Th* 
ptaple  Qfpointol  to  intrvstigate  their  pretensions  were  tomeJi  ■ 
trytrs,  ami  vae  chiefly  laymen,  though  some  wt'fe  cccleainttK* 
oi  the  tudvpeuilent  and  Presbyterian  persmsions.  In  th«  jam 
llJdO,  Oliver  Cromwell  was  eleottd  diancollor. 

Vol,  aiuiiUt  tliti  melatictmly  scene  of  ignorance  and  enlkB* 
))ia«is,  gT!naine  tdent  still  inhabited  the  more  sliady  t 
Um  Uiiivcnity.     A  few  raeii  of  Kedatc  mind,  whose  judpnent  haf 
DWafMd  iniary  tcom  tlie  delusive  intluenee  ofthe  vortex  it 
lb<y  dwelt,  held  pariodical  (Jouferences  fiir  the  communicfttioii  of 
(liscoterivs  in  physics  aud  geometry.     Among  these  the  dmimiIF 
WilViiis,  aflcrwurils  Bishop  of  Chester,  who  had  married  < 
well's  vKint,  shines  with  eminent  liiatrc.      In  the  neettngi  tlitu 
pririly  heU  we  truce  llio  origin  of  llic  Royal  Society:  and  Uitf 
pea  would  be  iudeed  lavish    which  bestowed  exaggerated  c 
wendatioD  on  tlu:  founders  of  that  uueful  and  honoorahle  institnJ 

ttOH. 

WftUer  the  poet  always  asserted  that  Cromwell  himself  was  nit 
M>  illiterate  as  the  major  part  of  his  faction  ;  aud  Neale,  the  Hm- 
turian  of  the  Puritans,  oientions  the  circunutance  of  his  glt'ta^ 
a  Imndred  pounds  a  year  to  the  divinity  professor  at  Oxford  as  & 
proof  of  his  wish  to  encauragc  Icarniaj;.  He,  likewise,  pceaeuted 
some  Greek  manuscripts  to  the  Qodieiau  library. 

Thi*  orgsn,  on  the  Rettontion,  w»  tpguned  bj  the  collese.  and 

ftnilly  rciooved  liU  nilhin  thnc  Istt  thirl^f  yc(n,  vbtn  ■  oew  one  wu  pltt^ 

MDled  b,V  a  rormBf  member.  CfaBlmen,  liliewiic.  oliicrvei  thit  "  oaoDa 
ciccuiDii  wlien  it  OiFord  CrooiweJl  rctlorcd  s  young  gentleman  of  CliHU 
Cburcb  to  Jiii  ilDiteDl'i  place,  who  had  beeu  ejecled  by  ite  JJMliiMUUSt^ 
f  uilori,  msiely  io  copBecjUGncs  uf  litaring  Aim  ji 
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•A  Ha  iaXonHati,  Ihc  Univirsity  was  replnced,  «itb  all  eou- 
Tmienl  spe«il,  on  its  former  basis.  The"i]e«naQ()  cbsptcr" Iniidi 
tttt  retttmed  lo  the  Icgiliiaitte  proprietoni ;  aud  most  of  those 
famam  who  had  been  unjoRtty  expelleil  by  the  sectarian  vommittos 
wcnicstoral  lo  Ihcir  Te>|)ective  collegiate  utationx.  Wheo  onca 
Ibe  kwiers  of  the  ltiRalii:al  parly  were  removed  tlie  reinaiiidcr 
■•■il  J  BCcedeil  to  tlie  wholesome  customs  of  ancient  order.  "After 
sewnl  lyntiuLcal  governments,"  says Claren don  {whoM  warmth, 
who  Bpeokitig  nn  a  subject  connected  with  lesriiing,  oiosl  be 
jMrdoKcd,)  "  mittuaUy  succeeded  each  other,  and,  with  tlie  aatno 
^mUc«  and  perverseneas,  eDdeayoured  to  exlinguisli  all  good 
Htentire  and  aliegiance,  Oxfui-d  yiuliled  a  harvest  of  extraordj- 
Mry  good  and  Bouod  knowledge,  in  all  parts  of  learning ;  and 
mny  wfao  were  wickedly  introduced  applied  themselTea  to  th« 
ttaif  of  good  learning  and  the  practice  cf  virtue,  and  had  in- 
«lmatioD  to  that  dnty  and  obedience  they  tiad  never  been  tnught" 
TIm  ramem  of  the  able  am)  honoarable  men  who  matured  Iheir 
sUdira  at  Oxford  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  would  form  the  best 
coauient  ab  hnd  Clarendon 'i  text 

in  the  TRsr  IG^i,  Charles  11.  snmiooned  a  Parlinraeut  at  Ox- 
brd,  the  meetiDK  of  which  was  attended  with  many  boist^rotii 
■inwitatepcea.  rarty-s|iirit  now  prevailed  to  n  high  degree.  The 
po|ral«r  fikction  aA'ected  (o  dread  some  secret  roachi  nations  among 
Ike  Ptosis ;  and  their  Isaders  entered  Oxford  sttended  by  Inrije 
Inia*  of  MTvants  and  partisans  to  act  as  guards.  Numerous 
hands  of  soMiPry  were  ranged  round  the  roynl  quarters;  and,  on 
tin  vlmle,  acconliiig  to  Hume,  the  asaembly  rather  bore  the  ap- 
saf  a  lomnltiioua  PolJ«h  diet,  than  of  a  regular  English 


Tlif  mene  of  turbulence  waa  ahortly  followed  by  olhem  of  a 
nore  tmpoFtsnt  nature.  In  thu  rrigu  of  James  II.  the  spirit  of 
idigiaua  faction  again  broke  forth.  Thf  modilicatlon-wnn  altered, 
but  Ifaa  temper  was  the  same.  No  atlempt  of  this  infatuated 
Monvcb  lo  KobTcrl  the  religious  establish  meat  of  Uic  country  has 
H  3 


<l'(V«M#iiii%  ^vIbcIi  m  fcrsed  Iby  thu  vice^dkaiifltUor,  pfiootoniy 
•wl  «U  AkImk  aad  iilnts  wbo  have  taken  oat  tkeir  r^eney. 
TW  ^^t^f^wg^imi  ia  oonpoaed  of  the  Tiee^hancellor;  tke  proa* 
taa»  ar  tkekr  4epiitia»;  the  necessary  regents  (doctora  ia  di- 
YUMtt>(»  Uv»  aad  medidDe;  or  mastera  of  arta  for  thefinttw^ 
^^Ma  MWaiag  the  act  after  they  were  admitted  to  their  de- 
giwatt^)  aad  the  regents  ad  plaeiium  (all  reaideat  doctora;  ali 
yijUic  proleaaora  and  lectarera ;  all  heads  of  colleges  and  haUa; 
lidL  ia  their  abaeace,  their  deputies ;  the  masters  of  the  sohoda| 
the  fnhlic  eiaminers;  and  deans  and  censors  of  colleges.) 

Tha  oflicera  by  which  the  University  is  in^mediately  govaraad 
aia  tka  chuifielhir,  the  high-steward^  the  vice-chancclior«  aiidiw» 
ffocUra. 

The  chancellor  is  elected  by  the  membera  of  the  eooTOi^ 
tioi^  and  is  usually  chosen  from  the  most  distinguished  of  the  tt- 
aMUt  nobility.  This  office  was  once  annual ;  and^  at  the  moat* 
triennial ;  but,  in  the  Idth  century,  an  ecclesiastic,  Rnse6l>  Bi^ 
shop  of  London,  was  elected  chancellor  for  life ;  and  this  node 
of  election  afibrded  a  precedent  so  desirable  that  it  baa  an^- 
fmily  been  acted  on  in  subse(]uait  ages.  The  duty  ef  the 
chancellor  is,  under  the  king,  to  superiataMl  the  interests  of  the 
Vniveraity }  to  defend  its  liberties;  to  investigate  its  comphoata; 
|»a«amiue  its  progress  in  whole66me  learning  and  refineaieat; 
la  fcalev  the  efiblrts  of  its  genius.  In  &  word,  to  become  its  pM- 
IstU^r  father.  For  these  purposes  he  is  endowed  with  full 
pow«)r.  He  has  a  court,  in  wliich  he  has  the  liberty  of  pre- 
aidii^k  ^Iher  in  person,  or  by  deputy,  when  a  scholar  or  privi- 
kgad  (Kraon  is  one  of  the  parties ;  and  the  statutes  of  every  col- 
h^  )»IV  M  Aumed  as  to  render  his  authority  essential  to  its  vital 

^^^■^^^^^ 

'VW  hi^li  alawaid  is  nominated  by  the  chancelbr,  but  cannot 
a«l  nnM  Iko  Kaa  sworn  to  fulfil  his  cngag'ements  before  the  cotf- 
\oo«lbMk  Hk  duty  is  to  assist  tlie  chancellor,  vice-chancellof, 
^  ^>H^s»ir*^  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  offices;  and, 
v\s\^Mi^  Wid«r  the  chancellor,  to  defend  the  privileges  and 

laws 
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of  |]ie  Vnivcnitf.  In  the  conrt,  he  sits,  witen  raquirol,  u 
Fejireseatelive  o(  the  cbaucdior,  and  tioljv  the  court-lcels 
X  (Jaiventt;,  either  by  hiinself  or  deputy.  This  oflicer 
■kbtains  his  appointment  for  life,  and  in  generally  a  man  a(  illus- 
Irioiu  birth,  au<l  ofLiuiDent  tatcnL 

Tba  *ice-chaiir{:llor  is  rccom mended  by  the  haudu  of  Iioumm, 
but  is  Dominated  by  the  cbancellor,  and  admitted  and  sworn  itito 
a£ce  by  the  convocation.  He  is  alwayu  the  head  of  soma  colt 
kge,  and  is  annually  nomiDaled,  tliougli  the  office  has  of  lata 
Ij  been  cDJoyed  by  the  same  person  for  four  Euccessive 
The  vice-chancellor  xupcriutends  tile  dut  performance  of 
liftnity  regulations ;  calls  convocationB,  caogrcg^tious,  and 
licenses  taverns ;  expels  delini^ucnlSj  &^c.  He  cltooae* 
bur  deputies,  termvil  pro- vice-chancellors,  one  of  whom  auppliei 
his  place  Id  the  instance  of  sickness  or  absence. 
Tbe  two  proctun  aie  niuters  of  arU  of  ul  least  fbnr  yeais' 
ing,  and  doI  more  Uian  ten,  from  llieir  regency.  Tlioy  aie 
fram  tbtf  several  colleges  in  larna,  acconUug  to  a  cyda 
oat  in  tbe  alatuti«  g^rantcd  by  (Jhsiles  I.  The  proctors 
lOcled  by  the  common  sullragc  of  all  doctors  and  masters  of 
in  tbeir  respective  colkges,  Tliey  asaiiit  tlie  vice- chancellor 
caavocaliouH  ami  congregation  a  ;  see  Ihit  tbe  Bcholaatic  eur- 
are  duly  performed,  tbe  stalutva  obaerved,  juat  weights  and 
kept,  right  liabils  worn,  niid  llie  puUic  pi^Ace  proserved. 
Tbeae  officara  name  fou  inauters  of  Arts  as  pro-proctora,  to  assist 
U  tha  cxecniion  «f  their  duty. 

Besides  ttitM  University  magistrate*  thsre  is  a  ptMU  <trator, 
vbo  is  chosen  by  the  convocation,  and  must  be  at  least  citlief  s 
hacbdor  of  civil  law,  or  mtstsr  of  arts,  and  not  of  tbe  atmn 
college  with  tbe  penion  last  elected.  He  writi's  lelterfi  and  ad- 
drcMes  OD  public  occasioos;  delivers  an  baraiigue,  as  organ  of 
tbe  Univi-ntity,  at  the  reception  of  any  prince,  or  person  of  pe- 
nnd  presents  tbe  boiioriiry  degree  of  master  of 
to  those  ou  whom  it  is  conferred. 
Ib«fia^  iff  the  Anluoet,  who  is  elected  by  tlie  coavecalioii. 
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•nil  wlioBeduly  it  is  to  arrange  ami  preserve  the  recordfl  antf 
eliutcra  belonging  to  the  University ;  and,  by  virtue  of  reading:' 
them  publicly,  (o  pUtaii  the  rights  and  privile^s  of  the  Unlvenuty' 
upon  cmeiT^eiit  occasioiu. 

A  liegisirar,  iiho  attetidi.  convocatinna,  con^gntions,  and 
ether  mretin^;  re^iittera  all  acts ;  takes  copica  oflcttera,  and  «f 
all  radentiireH  which  pasti  the  Univereity  seal,  or  that  of  the  chan-^' 
cellor'a  office.  The  Registrar,  likewise,  eolficts  ond  reueives  tlrti' 
mils  of  the  University.  ' 

In  nddilion  to  private  officers  in  each  college  and  liall,  wlioaea' 
thitt  dae  oidcr  and  discipline  are  preserved,  and  all  the  liberal 
sciences  read  and  taugtit,  there  are  pahlti!  lecliirer«,  and  pmfe»J 
Kara  of  the  fullowiug  dcsertptionB : — Divinity,  Hebrew,  GreA,' 
Civil  Lav,  Medicine,  Modem  Hiittory,  Botany,  Nature^  PhSosa- 
phy,  i^Htroiioniy,  Geometiy,  Ancient  History,  Anntumy,  Miwie,' 
Aribic,  Poclry.  Anglo-Saxon,  Common  Law,  and  Chemiirtry. 

There  ore  four  terms  kept  in  the  year;  an<l4he  degreMi  takeif 
ill  this  University  are  in  divinity,  law,  phyBic,  and  the  nrta.  Re*' 
aidenco  of  sixteen  teiinB  is  required  for  the  degree  of  bnclielor  Bf 
aria  *,  and  of  twelve  terms  from  the  time  of  adrorssion  to  tbct  de*' 
gree  for  nmstcr  of  arts.  For  some  of  tliese  latter  terma,  hoW 
ever,  a  diiipcnsalion  is  usually  allowed,  and  a  resideuecof  three 
weeks  is  snflieieut  to  complete  each  term.  The  degree  of  bacbelof 
of  civil  law  is  granted  those  who  have  been  students  five  yeuv: 
Fonr  years  after  which,  they  way  be  admilted  to  the  degree  of 
doctor.  The  degreeofbncticlor  of  divinity  is  conferred  on  masteni 
of  arts  of  four  years'  atanilidg,  and  that  of  docUir  of  divinity  four 
5  ears  after.  '^ 

The  exercises  for  the  de^e  of  liarhelor  of  arts  and  bacheln^  j 
in  civil  law,  are  these: — The  candidate  mnst  respond  once  he^ 

fore 
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tun  the  iMWten  of  the  schools ;  and  no  person  is  allowed  to  re- 
apond  unless  he  has  attended  Che  exercise  at  least  one  dttj 
during  Hs  whole  continaance.    This  exercise  is  confined  to  tho  * 
t,  the  mdimenta  of  logic,  and  Euclid's  Elements  of  Geo»  ' 
The  candidate  lor  the  degree  of  baehelor  of  arts  nnst  b* 
ited  feneral  sophist  on  the  completiou  of  two  years'  standing/ 
md  he  must  attend,  at  least  twice,  the  readings  of  the  deler^ 
srariiig  bachelors.    He  is  then  poblicly  examined,  which  examK 
Hlkm  cannot  take  place  before  the  beginning  of  the  fovrtii  year 
from  his  natrieolation  * ;  and  no  candidate  can  be  examined  nn^ 
til  he  has  responded  before  the  masters  of  tlie  schools;  nor  onlesi 
he  has  been  present  at  the  examinations  at  least  two  days  witfaiftb 
tte  two  years  immediately  preceding  the  term  of  his  own  examik' 
ntion.    The  examination  consists  of  thie  mdiments  of  the  Christ.' 
iriigion^  classics,  rhetoric,  logic,  UMHral  philosophy,  the  ele* 
of  SMthematics,  and  natand  philosophy.  Every  bachelor  of 
arts  ii  to  determine  in  tiie  Lent  after  he  has  taken  his  degree.' 
This  exercise  should  consist  in  the  reading  of  two  Essays  in  Latftt* 
pose,  bat  for  one  of  the  Essays  lie  is  at  liberty  to  tmbstitiite  a^ 
esmpssltiou  in  Latin  verse  on  a  subject  approved  by  the  masters 
of  the  schools.     There  are  four  public  examiners,  who  are  nomi- 
sated  by  the  vice-chancellor  and  the  proctors^  and  must  after- 
wards be  approved  by  the  convocation.     They  must  be  all  pre- 
sent daring  the  examinations,  and  an  examining  master  is  not 
sllowed  to  examine  a  candidate  of  the  same  college,  or  hall,  to' 
which  himself  belongs. 

The  total  number  of  members  on  the  University  books  is  about 
9000.  For  the  reception  of  these  there  are  twenty  colleges,  and- 
f  ve  halh,  to  the  description  of  which  we  now  pass. 

ALL 

*  Except  aft  to  those  who  are  allowed  to  take  a  degree  at  three  jeara* 
fttanding.  Soch  ma^r  be  ezyuwed  at  the  beginning  of  tlie  third  jear  (nm 
thek  matriculation. 
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ALL  SOUJJB'  COLLEGE. 

.  VfjBA  fouBiled  in  the  year  1437^  by  Henry  Cbiohele,  ArcbUsbap 
9f .  Canterbury  ;  uid  consi^to  chiefly  of  two  spacious  cvurto^  on# 
^tered  from  the  High  Street^  and  the  other  fron  ike  paved 
raqaare^  in  which  /a  erected  the  RadcliiSe  librsry.    The  froat  to- 
wards the  High  Street  ia  a  low   irregular  range   of  building^ 
which  retains  but  little  of  its  pristine  symmetry  and  eharader* 
This  front  was  originally  194  feet  loi^i  with  two  gateways,  three 
yery  fine  bay  windows,  and  an  cmbattlement  to  the  extent  of 
1^  whole  length,  with  grotesque  heada  and  spouts.    The  bay. 
'windows  are  now  modernised,  and  the  embattled  character  of  tho 
|Hirm^  ia  in  one  part  preserved,  and  ia  another  destiwyed. .  The 
lower  over  the  diief  entrance  remains  nearly  untouched  by  aajr 
4ev^8tiag  hand  save  that  of  time;  and  is  a  pleaaiag^  aa  weiiaa 
Tea^rable!,  apeciiaen  of  the  original  architect's  taste.    Twer  iarfa 
fmd  weU-acttlptnred  figures  of  King  Henry  YI.  and  Aiehhishef 
Chiohele  are  placed  in  niches  over  the  doorway. 
.  But  all  want  of  prepossessing  regularity  and  grandeor  ia  Iha 
front  is  amply  atoned  for  when  the  interior  is  /examined*    Th^ 
court  iixat  eatere^  from  the  High  Street  ia  about  134  feet  in 
length,  and  72  in  breadth,  and  contains  many  features  of  tho 
amoient  structure  erected  according  to  the  design  of  Chichele. 
The  atyle  of  architecture  is  solid,  and  the  buildinga  low,  with 
^an  embattled  parapet  uniformly  preserved.     The  jknaer  over  iW 
gateway  on  the  sooth,  and  ope  feoe  of  the  ehapei  on  the  eeo- 
itnry  aide,  nearly  unaltered  from  the  plan  of  the  ancient  builder» 
bestow  a  gratifying  air  of  Gothic  solemnity. 
,  The  great,  or  interior,  quadrangle  increases  in  beauty  as  well 
•as  in  dimensions.     This  court  is  172  feet  in  length,  and  155  in 
bveadlK  ^d  was  erected  at  dilffiBrent^periods  of  the  last  century, 
in  oonsequenee  of  various  liberal  eabacriptioDB.    The  chapel   aad 
hall  occupy  the  southam  side,  and  on  the  north  the  splendid 
library  of  the  college,  constructed  in  a  correspondent  style  of 

archi* 


'rxFORnanms.  109 

B  to  the  buildings  directly  oppnipii  to  it,  tngroase* 
extensire  ran^.  On  the  west  is  a  cloister,  the 
h  nf  the  wnifl,  with  a  gale  of  entrance  in  the  centre.  Tht 
■n  ttifiswa  Bontnins  the  comrann  room,  anil  a  series  of  other 
:  apnrtments,  sarmnuntrd  hy  two  lofty  towers.  Tile 
•Ijle  rf  Ibis  <jUai)niDg)e  in  the  mixed  Gothic,  a  thanielpr  Afar- 
dMe«lBr«  which  allowed  ronm  Tor  the  excursions  of  crentivc  taste, 
mho*  tht  cboie*  of  it  shewed  a  creditable  respect  lor  the  man- 
BET  «f  the  fifi^inal  huilder.  The  interior  conrt  of  All  Souls  i* 
hifpy  in  poesowiiiB  the  nnifonn  grandeur  of  associated  ohjccta 
•onetessary  toaftill  display  ofarohitrclBral  cflpct.  The  lowen 
•■  Ifer  t«t,  streni,'theTied  by  gradnattd  hiiHrcsseB,  and  declrnin; 
>I  Um  lap  into  lessening  minarets  of  delicate-  workmanship,  com- 
pMelf  fill  the  eye,  awl  engage  the  atlentiffli.  On  the  two  ai- 
)oiaiiig  aides  the  chnpcl  and  the  lihrnry  well  sopport  this  lofty 
■mjealyt^Etmclore;  and  the  highly -wrought  dome  of  the  R&d- 
tNfr  library  seems  pt.iced  intcntionnlly  beyond  the  cloister,  ink 
Iha  opposile  sid«  of  the  quadrangle,  to  present  a  hack  ground  of 
m|itfyaliiig  mBgnificencc,  while  St.  Mary's  taper  opire,  rich  in 
Goth j«  ornaments,  shoots  above  the  bnildings  which  compose  the 
Mrtermmrt. 

Mm  I^d,  Archdeacon  of  Exeter,  and  Roger  Keyes,  both 
I  nAerwvda  fellows  of  the  collci^e,  were  the  principal  architects 

employn]  in  the  original  building ;  and  tlawksmoor  planned  and 
npenDtendcrl  the  arningemenl  of  the  new  qaadmiigU'. 

The  ch.ipel  retains  the  exterior  only  as  left  by  the  founder, 
Tbi:  «aperb  decoralions  placed  there  hy  Chichele  were  cliiefiy 
rcmnved  in  the  reign  of  Eliiaheth,  by  ordnr  of  the  high  com- 
iniMioners  appointed  under  that  fj'icen,  who  seem  to  have  cn- 
tcfiained  a  Irulj  pnritnnienl  RTcraion  to  the  ornaments  of  the 
vU  TvHgion.  The  interior  of  the  rhnpel.  as  it  now  stands,  was 
amagt^  by  the  combined  talents  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  Sir 
Jamea  Tfaomhill,  and  br.  Clarlie.  An  eminent  simpllnty  end 
;  sedati-neBs  prrnide  the   whole.     The  Hoor  ia  of  bloik  and  white 

t         ■Mfttf*-      Tb*  roof  IB  divided    into  aomparlnienls,   painted  and 


gilded  on  oanTas  with  a  grateful  sobriety  of  taste.  The  iriem- 
OB  each  side  are  filled  with  paioted  figures  of  different  ilUutrietfi 
yofsons  connected  with  the  college.  The  altar-piece  is  composed 
of  fine  clouded  marble,  over  which  is  an  Assumption  piece  of  Um 
fiMinder.  This  picture,  together  with  the  ceiling,  the  figures  on 
the  piers,  and  two  vases,  the  bas-relief  of  which  represents  tht 
institution  of  the  two  sacraments,  was  executed  by  Sir  Jame^ 
Thomhill.  In  a  compartment  over  tlie  communion-table  is  aa 
estimable  picture;  a  noli  me  tangere  *,  by  Mengs,  who  painted  il 
at  Rome,  and  parted  with  it  to  the  college  for  three  hundred 
guineas.  The  colouring  is  extremely,  fine,  particularly  thai  of 
the  Saviour.  Mingled  amazement,  joy,  and  grief,  are  hq>pily 
contrasted  in  the  hict  of  Mary,  to  the  dignity  and  sup^human 
composure  of  Jesus.  The  windows  are  painted  in  Ghiaro  scnro* 
by  Lovegrove  of  Marlow,  except  that  on  the  west,  which  waa 
performed  by  Eggington.  Each  compartment  of  this  latter  win* 
dow  merely  assumes  the  imitation  of  an  unoccupied  Gothic  niche ; 
a.  uniformity  which,  perhaps,  will  be  deemed  fatiguing  to  the  eye^ 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  of  tlie  artist  to  please  through 
the  medium  of  simplicity. 

The  int.erior  of  the  hall,  a  room  of  striking  elegance,  was  con- 
structed early 'in  the  last  century,  at  the  expense  of  the  society, 
and  of  several  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  been  members.  At 
the  upper  end  is  a  fine  statue  by  Bacon  (for  which  he  received 
450  guineas)  of  Justice  Blackstone,  and  over  the  chimney  is.  a 
piece  by  Sir  James  Thomhill,  representing  the  FindiDg  of  tho 
Law,  and  King  Josiah  rending  his  Robe.  The  hall,  likewise^ 
contains  the  portraits  of  Colonel  Codrington,  the  founder,  and  Sir 
Nathaniel  Lloyd,  by  the  same  painter.  Round  the  roopi  are 
placed  a  series  of  casts  from  the  antique,  and  busts  of  the  foun- 
der, of  Linacre,  anJ  of  Leiand.  This  latter  bust  may  well  in- 
duce the  spectator  to  pause,  and  pay  the  tribute  of  a  sigh.  Le- 
iand was  one  of  the  most  laborious  scholars  of  his  era;  and  when 

ha 

*  So  culled  in  sUotton  to  the  first  words  of  Chtiit  to  Msr^  Magdalene  after 
kit  retarrcctioD,  "  Toaeb  mc  not  1" 


^lpplM;«tttar  tke  pitnmage  of  Heniy  Yin.  tomHqniliwMi 

■<f  gwp^y»  Ik  bftd  tbe  high  BMrit  of  ityliag  bimodf  the  iitl 

•write  vho  iTM  anxious  lo  impart  the  graces  of  oloqneace  to  Iht 

JaHaBatinna  connected  with  hia  pnrsoita.  But  when  Henry  (whe^ 

jRtkionn  ioitaiice«  matt  be  consideied  in  the  light  of  a  ■» 

Mfiewt  patron)  died«  Ldaad  became  neglected,  and  hie  aecoia- 

finhed  mind,  overwhelmed  with  Ha  own  weight,  when  no  (henA- 

Ig  hand  waa  nigh  to  lead  aopport^  aaak  into  ruins.    Uia  librarf 

aim  aviaced  the  diaorder  of  hia  tbooghta.    The  Tolamea  oaae 

ao  methodically  ranged,  and  the  notea  which  had  been  colleotad 

^ith  la  aMcb   care  and  I^mnut,  were  acattered  tamoltnoiiBly 

wn  the  floor.     He  waa  aoon  pronoimced  aneqmTocaUy*inaaae^ 

and  died  in  hia  fortieth  year*    The  boat  deacrihea  him  aa  meagy% 

ahrirellad,  and  peoaiva.    So  ataong^y  auu-ked  are  the  Jinea  wf 

miatini  old  age,  that  Granger  haa  Ycntored  to  prenonnea  tht 

baitaapfodtitiouB;  bat  (aa  haa  been  obaerved  by  D'laraeli)  wbea 

Mr.  Granger  formed  that  opinion  he  did  not  look  with  the  eye  of* 

phyiiognomiat.    It  ia  the  havoc  ofmiad,  and  not  of  age,  itm^ 

atanda  fspreaaed  in  the  imaged  countenance  of  Lcland  *.  > 

The  Lihtwrff  (perhapa  the  largest  room  of  its  kind  in  the  kiii^« 
dom)  isl98  feet  iu  length,  and  32^  in  breadth,  witli  an  exception  of 
the  centre,  in  which  a  recess  is  formed  fifty-one  fci  t  and  a  quarter 
6om  the  commencement  to  the  termination.  The  height  is  not 
leas  than  forty  Tect;  and  tlierc  are  two  succcediuv:  ranges  of 
book-cases  supported  by  pilasters  of  tlie  Doric  and  Ionic  ordera. 
Above  the  gallery,  which  forms  an  access  to  the  upper  range,  are 
vases,  and  bustM,  in  bronze,  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  fel- 
lowa  of  the  college,  cast  by  Sir  Henry  Cheere.  Over  the  door 
ia  a  fine  bust  of  the  founder,  by  RoobiUiac ;  and  in  the  area  of 
the  central  recess  is  placed  a  statue  of  Colonel  Codriny^ton. 

To  this  latter  person  the  society  is  indebted  for  the  splendoor 
of  the  present  building  in  which  its  books  are  reposited.  Colo- 
nel Codring^n  was  born  in  Barbadoes,  but  of  English  parents, 

and 

*  An  engrsTing  from  tiiis  biat  u  prefiied  to  the  Liib  of  IreUod,  pnbiisbc^ 
iaa77a. 
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anJ  WM  admitted  a  fellow  of  All  Souls,  in  the  ynr  1689.  tf»> 
^r  the  appointment  or  Kint;  Williftni  he  a^rvaiilB  iHicame  Ca^ 
tajn  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  leevard  ('aribbes 
nlnnds ;  iind,  at  his  decease,  betjaeHtlitd  the  Eum  of  10,000).  fcr 
lh«  purpose  of  conslriicting  a  new  library  at  AH  8ouU,  Oxford^ 
■nd,  alao,  to  the  s^me  college  he  left  n  collection  of  booki^ 
vnrth  nol  Icm  ihun  6,0001.  The  firet  atone  of  the  new  boil^ 
iiig  wu  t»iJ,  in  17IS,  by  Dr.  Youog,  the  well-known  3Dttier«f 
th«  N%ht  Thoaghts;  but  the  whole  wms  not  completed  till  tte 
ycttr  1 7i(i.     Tlie  entire  expense  *rs  12,101 1. 69. 

In  the  Tefilibiile  of  [he  library  is  a  Iripod,  whirl)  wis  foond 
al  Corinth ;  sod  which  is  eomidered  unifjne,  as  it  n  formed  of 
marble,  and  has  some  curi one  pnr  tic nlari  ties  in  I  he  constraotio* 
of  th«  pedestal.  An  ante- library,  and  several  Huhordinate  rmm 
tX  the  Hotith-cnd,  contain  some  intereslin^  t^peciiacns  of  anoiest 
eolonrt'il  gldsN,  among  vhich  the  portraits  of  Henry  VI.  and  of  the 
founder  nve  suppooed  to  he  cocnl  with  the  fonniialion. 

Henry  Chichule,  the  (bunder  of  this  college,  was  fMm  abo4 
the  ye-it  1162,  at  Hif-ham-P.-rnirB,  in  Northamptonshire.  H* 
received  the  milinicnta  <»f  ciliicatioii  b(  Winchestei  school,  mid  was 
then  rcmotei)  lo  New  Collet'',  Oxford,  wtiere  he  Btndied  the  civH 
and  canon  lav.  After  enjoying  mriona  ef»:IesiEiNtical  prefi?nnrirti 
lie  was  noticed  hy  Hiinry  IV.  oiid  wan  ewploycd  by  thst  so- 
vereign ill  Hpveral  net; ocint ions  with  the  apostolic  ourt.  IM 
1408,  he  was  presented  hy  l*ope  Greijory  XH.  to  lh«  Bishopric 
«f  St.  David's ;  and,  in  Oie  early  part  of  the  reij-n  of  HenryV. 
he  sflCteeiled  lo  tlie  ArriibiBlinjmy  of  Canterbury.  Daring  the 
factions  diiys  which  M  calamitously  markcil  the  accession  of  ttifl 
■txth  Henry,  Chichelo  retired  to  his  province,  in  which,  indeeiF, 
he  found  ampte  employment  for  the  e^ttent  of  his  talent.  Th* 
doctrine*  of  Wirkliffe  were  rapidly- spreading'  anionif  the  people, 
and  ns  quickly  anntliilatin<^  nil  respect  for  the  cimrrh  ai^  e«ln- 
blished  at  that  period.  The  ti.sk  of  Chlchele  wan  difficult;  but 
he  performed  it  credilaMy.  As  Artlihiiiliop  of  Cantcrbnry  he 
lupportcil  tJie  rights  of  llie  etitablUhiaeiiW  bal  uuver  uuSttvi  llie 
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of  the  miui  to  interfere  witb  the  presumed  duties  of  Iha 
eeclesiDBtic.  Cten  Fo\,  tlie  marlyrologiBt,  Is  oilent  respecting 
Cbicbete;  and  the  sileDce  of  Fox  way  surely  be  supposed  to 
mean  u  mitcb  as  the  camineuiiatioQ  uf  any  utiier  writer.  While 
actively  eugaged  in  tlie  duttei:  of  bte  proviDce,  Ohichele  laid 
the  pLui  of  tbat  College  in  Oxford  vhich  lie  lived  t« 
■ee  matured.  But,  soon  alter  the  vails  of  All  Souls  «er« 
ntiied,  be  felt  ho  prebsiagly  llie  infirmities  of  old  age,  that  be 
■rote  an  luldrew  to  the  Popt:,  in  wliich  he  stated  that  lje  woa 
"aear  eigbty,  heavy  lulen,  infirm,  and  weak  beyond  measure;" 
I,  be^^  to  be  relieved  from  tliat  burthen  of  ec- 
duty  which  he  eoidd  no  longer  support,  either  with 
«Me  to  bima«lf,  or  beiie^t  to  athcra.  He  ceased,  however,  to 
M  «U  infirtDily  before  the  answer  of  the  Pope  could  be  obUtined  ; 
ud  was  interred,  with  much  solcniuity,  in  the  Cathedral  of  Can- 
taibury. 

In  the  charter  of  All  Souls,  which  was  granted  in  1436,  King 
Ucnrj'  Vf.  at  tlie  request  of  Chichele,  assumed  tlie  title  of  foun- 
der, in  conjuuction  with  the  archbishop;  but  the  latter  retained 
all  l4^imlative  power  in  regard  to  the  uew  Establishment.  Tha 
n(fii>ing  of  the  naine,  by  which  lite  College  was  ordered  to  be  Ah- 
tiaguUbed,  may  be  Hnderslood  from  the  directions  given  the  So- 
idy  to  pray  for  the  ^ood  estate  of  llcnr;  VI.  sad  the  arcUbishop, 
;in{[  their  lives;  uud  for  Iheir  souls  after  their  decease;  also 
Is  of  Heur\-  V.  siid  all  the  noblemen  and  other  siibjecM 
had  fallen  in  the  war  with  Fnuice  ;  *  and,  after  tiiene,  for  the 
of  all  the  faithful  deceased.  The  statutes  framed  by 
Qiiebcle  for  the  rejirulatioo  of  his  college  were  modelled  in  at- 
tention to  those  of  his  great  precursor,  Wykeham.  One  excep- 
however,  oc«uri*ed,  which  has  ltd  lo  niueli  liligatiou ;  in 
ice  of  fellows  a  preference  was  always  to  be  given  to  tbc 
•f  kill  descended  from  h(H  two  brothers.  The  difiiculty  of 
lilting  preccdelice  of  consauguinity,  at  a  period  so  remote  as 
ffesent,  will  be  readily  peretived,  when  we  observe  that,  in 
Xll.  I  the 

'Chicbela  lisd  iirenuoiulv  ailvi'cd  Heorv  (o  iinijeriilifl  Ihe  Frrorb  Mit, 
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(lie  }  ear  1 7&-i.  Ilie  culbleral  drxcundBntii  of  CliicheU  wen  to  %4 
Uaccd  Uiroit^li  ncttrly  I  ^00  rMoili^s  '- 

Aiutfiig  the  niiiny  eniincttt  men,  « lio  likra  slWieJ  «t  AH  Stral* 
we  dud  the  rollowing :  Arvkbtskop  Sb«:Moii ;  Jckibjp  T^ler| 
Biili'ip  a(  Oiiwn  aiid  Oomior^  Lhmciv,  the  ferirt  |>ersu  «fc» 
tMighl  Grtcik  at  Oxt'ur<l.  This  ou1ebraU<«l  mnii  *a»  first  edocatc< 
at  All  SuuU,  xnd  tlirn  puKueJ  liis  itndtes  abr<iu4  until  suU 
tictt:tit]y  accumplialwd  Ui  acsiA  In  the  iiilixMluctiun  uf  polite  litcn- 
tuiv  to  Ilia  own  country.  He  was  one  of  Ute  fuiitidera  of  the  OoU 
lege  of  HIiyHciaiu,  Laitdon,  aiMl  wus  its  first  |>i«*iilent.  Lelamd; 
Sir  AnUiMiy  Shirley  ;  Tiitdal,  tJie  sceptical  writu-,  who  wve  prin- 
'  cipally  rcmnrJiahli!  wlten  at  lliis  collcg'e,  according  t«  a  dcrioal 
biograplicr,  for  mi  cxtrimidiiiitry  uppclilc.  Dr.  KydenbMD,  to 
wboia  medicEd  acieiice  i«  so  sntch  iudufited  ;  Sir  WilliMB  TraM< 
bull,  the  stAteanaD,  aiid  friend  of  Pope  ;  Hit  CtiristophtH-  Wpm. 
Ill  addition  to  Uie  »kill  exercised  by  this  eminent  urchilt^ot  iK  dH 
arrangement  of  the  interior  of  All  Soul's  Cliupel,  be  conatruflled 
R  curious  suD-dinI,  atill  preserved  on  tbe  eoulhern  fiwe  of  Hm 
chapel,  wbich  "  shews  the  lime  to  a  minule,  liBving  two  half  cayi 
and  one  whole  odh  for  ev<>ry  hour,  and  Llic-  miuutcs  nmrkcd  oR 
^e  aides  of  tliu  rays,  (irieen  on  cut-ti  side  •."—Sir  N«thani4 
liayil;  !^>r  Wittiuui  Blackstnue,  whoM  couHcularies  reflect  auch 
diftiiiguialicd  lionour  on  hiti  meioory. 

There  waa  long  preserved  a  curious,  thnu^'h  iuconseqiieitlial  cav 
tpm  iu  this  college ;  that  of  celt^liraling  tUc  feslital  of  the  MaU 
lard  viery  year,  un  tlie  Htli  of  January,  in  reiii«mbrancc  «f  a 
'  huge  mallard,  or  drake,  fuuntl,  ai'cordiug  to  tradition,  in  a  draia 
ifiider  ground,  on  digi^iiig  the  fuundalioii  of  the  colle{fc.  On  tii6 
i:ecurrcnce  of  tbia  fisliviil  an  ancient  and  biHnuuroua  song  waa 
regularly  sung.  fVheti  I'uinter  wrote  tiia  Onoiiiensis  Acadcmia, 
ha  committed  oDf^noe  by  iiiainnatiu^  that  this  itnmorlJilized  mal- 
lard waa  no  other  than  «  goose.    The  iusiauatiou  produced  a  re- 

"  Man;  archiwctmal  drairingi  bj  Wrea  ara  prEKrred  in  the  lihtarj  of 
4i*  coJiege,  CroiD  ilie  view  ol  Kliicb  it  i>  etideiit  tint  be  tetind  hU  plaoi 
*ltk  KiapaloDi  cice,  and  made  frequent  allciationi  in  lui  origiiial  ilotigiiM 
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^4oiD  Dr.  Backler,  ref)lete  witli  irreHiBtiMe  irony  ;  bitt  PoinUr 
met  ft  partisan  iu  Mr.  BiUan,  chaplain  of  All  SouIb,  «ho  ifisned  a 
Ibtio  sheet,  intituled,  "  ProposaU  for  printing  by  suttacriplioo 
the  History  of  tti  Mallardiani;"  with  the  figiirt  of  a  cat  pre- 
fixed, said  to  have  been  found  starved  in  tbe  cdlege  lihrary.  TIi* 
faitival  hat  now  l>een  for  some  yearg  discontiiiDed. 

I  Tbe  society  con&jsta  of  a  warden,  forty  fellows,  two  chaplain*. 


BAUiOL  COLLEGE. 


buiUta^  has  all  the  uapleasing  irregularity  of  architetv 
fealurtM  which  ariiieG  from  tlic  conBtructioii  of  additional 
at  yurioua  periodi,  witli  a  greater  regard  lo  intcnial  ac- 
than  to  cxt«riur  beauty  of  aspect.  Tlie  founder 
«U  Jobn  de  BoUiol.  of  Bernard's  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Dur- 
hu),  a  wan  of  utncli  power  in  tlu.'  i3lh  century,  nnd  a  firm 
frieud  to  Henry  111-  during  nil  bia  contcHts.  Dc  Bnlliol  married 
the  Lady  Dervoi^lle,  dau;^iiler  of  Alan  of  Galloway,  a  ScottiBli 
iwoD,  by  Margaret,  eldest  Bitter  of  the  laat  Earl  of  Cbeater, 
oho  wscoae  of  the  heirs  to  David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  youngor 
brotiter  0/  William,  King  of  Scotland.  By  \V\»  ninrtiage  tli« 
ioiud^r  Utcune  fiither  of  Jolin  do  Ballio),  the  unfortunate  kiug  of 
ScotlmuL 

Jolui  Je  Balliol,  the  elder,  possessed  a  lov«  of  learning  uncon- 
sou  wttlt  the  geutry  of  bu  era ;  and,  instigated  by  tliis  hoifbur- 
ttlile  jinipennity,  he  commenrtd,  Bo  Mirlj  as  Ui*  year  1263,  Hie 
muBtemujce  of  sJKteen  pour  acbolarB  of  Oxford.  I'be  death  uf 
ahu  generous  man  appears  tu  havti  bceir  nuddon,  since  he  lcf\  no 
writtt-D  dncDint^nt  declarative  of  his  intended  bounty,  but  earu- 
aetly  reooiumended  tbe  bchulara  whom  he  had  bilberto  protected 
lo  the  periuautrut  attention  of  liti  lady  and  iiis  e\ecutoTB,  The 
/ormcr  bounty  of  de  Balliol  had  arisen  from  his  pcrsonol  eitale; 
^perty  paued  away  from  the  haads  of  hi*  widow, 
1  5!  tli« 
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Uie  interrats  of  tlic  iM-tiolitTM  rested  on  a  (irrciiians  kwis.  Biit  (Iw 
charilable  and  rrlisiioiiH  feelinps  of  the  lady  win  so  nWj  called 
into  exrrriiic  b;  her  Cnnfrssor,  Richard  Slfrkbory.  »  miiiorite 
friar,  that  slic  took  Uic  future  support  of  bcrdccN^ed  haxhnnil'i 
■tudciits  OD  lipr  own  res poiiMbi  lily.  As  the  firHt  kU:|i  of  projected 
&  house  on  the  site  of  pnrt  of  the  )iT«sent  col- 
le^;  and  wii&  an  forlanatc  aa  to  meetwilli  llie  concurrence  of 
De  Baltiol's  cxocutors  in  her  Eucceediog  DieasurM  for  giving 
pennanenry  to  the  citabliGhment.  In  1283,  she  appointed  sta< 
lutes  uniter  her  fioal,  which  are  at  present  chiefly  interesting  as 
Ihey  bhew  the  sUite  of  collegiate  discipline  at  so  early  a  period. 
Among  other  particulars  the  students  nere  enjoined  to  be  present 
st  divine  olficca  on  Lord'*  Days  and  principal  feativals;  and  al^o 
at  sermons  ou  those  dsye,  unless  prevented  by  nrgeirt  ntceastty. 
They  vere  to  choose  their  ocii  principal ;  but  he  was  to  be  ap- 
proved and  cunflrmud  by  the  procnrators  appointed  by  bcrwlf  be- 
fore he  could  escrcifie  any  authority.  Before  and  after  daily 
'•leals  tliey  were  to  speak  a  benediclioti,  and  to  prey  for  tha 
'•oul  of  her  liusbaiiJ,  and  fur  her  procnralnni,  according  lo  n  pre- 
'■cribed  form.  The  richer  scholars  were  enjoined  to  li*e  tem- 
peratcl) ,  tliat  the  lens  aflluent  of  their  fi-llow- students  mi^'ht  not 
be  "  grieved  by  burdensome  tKpeoBcs;"  and  Buch  as  mnrrnnred 
'respecting  this  injunction  were  to  be  expelled.  The  Bcholan 
'were  to  speak  I.alin  in  common,  and  a  sophism  was  la  be  disputed 
end  determined  every  other  week.  A  poor  sclioln.r  was  named 
iy  the  procnraturii,  to  whom  the  other  sludcnts  were  bound  (o  gtv« 
'  every  duy  Uic  broken  meat  of  their  labLe.  At  this  time  the  nuH- 
4er  of  KchnJars  was  about  sixteen. 

This  new  society  khortly  gained  fire^h  streiigth.  Tho  Lajl> 
Dervorg'ille  pnrclinsed  a  leneraeiit,  called  Mao'*  Hall,  aa  a  ]>er- 
•petual  B«tl1<.nicnt  for  Ibc  principal  and  students,  and  prrscutvl 
tbrm  with  Isnds  (since  lost)  in  tfie  county  of  Northmuberland. 
>Thi  soil  nf  De  Balliol,  at  the  same  time,  bonouTjibly  continned 
,^e  foandotion  so  anxiously  desired  by  his  father.  The  revtmuea 
•fth*  college  were,  however,  stiil  to  small,  that  Ihc]  yielded  i>nly 
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^^tpeaee  per  veek  to  racli  ^ebolar;  but  anxUiuy  bntt 
•ten  ^on  fo'iud,  aionug'  wlinin  may  l(c  porticnUrly  Ml 
Wtlliuu  Felton,  nbo,  alMnit  llic  yiai  13-1(1,  bextawcU  the  » 
Juiit  inouor  0/  AUmtaley    in    Hutitiii|;iluii«tiire ;  mid  Sir  I 
Smiervjlc,  who  ^\e  the  cliurcli  of  L(iii|;  BeuWu,  witli  lai 
Uj«  county  of  North  urn  burlunJ.  fur  the  uiaiiiteiiMice  i;f  six  a 
Utb,  Ui  be  chotteii  by  the  oixteen  kllows  alrcsily  beloii|;iug  I 
«oll«ge,  iroiu  antoug  liie  puurebt  nalivca  uf  llie  places  loade 
who  iihoitld  [lOBStas  promi;iini;  abilitiuK,     111  coiiHtiqueiice  r 
beae&ction  i)«w  statutes  were  inlruducc^l  by  Sir  Philip,  in  1 
il  «a«  ordcrvd  Lhat  the  Kociety  sliuoltl,  tbitiictrfarward,  chooiie  (• 
tlieir  Dumber  one  who  ahttuld  govern  ail  tho  eslabliKhment, 
the  (uune  o(  master.     Fresh  regulatiuiui  reapeclin^  atud; 
llkenise  imposcil  j  and  tli<3  weekly  allowance  uf  the  felloi. 
uholara  waa  misfxt  to  elevcu-peDce,  or,  ia  times  uf  tli-ariiu 
piovieion,  (which  often  occurred,)  to  lifteen- pence.     Thet 
latts^  dated  13  iO,  were  coiifirroed  by   Edward   Dalliol,  k. 
Scotland. 

Shortly  after  thia  period  Thomas  Cave,  rector  of  Welw 
Yorkabire,  left  one  /miulred  pounili  to  be  judieiouhly  laid  ou 
the  purpose  ai  inci cai-rng^  tli<f  iiniiilicr  uf  Rchohus.      With  tb)>t  tan 
woe  porcfaased  the  liviii|;s  of  Fillinghani,  Eisebabae,  and  Bnt-' 
tlaby,  ia  Lincolufhlre.* 

In  1S07,  il  was  settled,  by  a  new  body  of  statutes  drawn  up 
^  tlie  BisbopB  of  Winchester  and  Carlisle,  that  the  number  of 
feUowa  ahonld  be  limited  to  ten,  who  were  all  to  atitdy  divinity 
ud  to  cuter  into  holy  orders.  Each  fellow  was  to  have  the  pro- 
■entktion  of  one  scholar,  and  the  master  of  two.  This  immber 
WU  afterwards  augmented  by  the  bencfactionii  of  John  Bell, 
Bishop  of  Worcester,  who  died  in  I0G6;  William  Hammoad, 
Esq,  of  Guildford,  ia  Surrey,  who  bequeathed  1001.  per  fuinoni, 
tbougb  only  tbe  principal  sum  of  JOOI.  was  ubtaiued;  l^dy  EU- 
13  zabetii 

*  Tkae  ttirr*  reclorir^  itili  uppFnd  la  die  (.'ullpgc,  *n<l  are  thui  njucd  ia 
tlMkin«'>ba*k>i  tlUinebam,  3Vl. .  ItiieWiur,  «l. ;  Biolltcb.v,  Tt.  lOi. 
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zabctli  Pta-iam,  «f  GrceaUtiif,  id  Berksbite,  vim  fniirdfld  t  let* 
lovship  and  two  icholarahips,  kc. 

Ill  addition  to  these  liberal  bequests.  Dr.  Warner,  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  fonnder  of  Bromley  College,  (fOTo,  in  the  ye»r 
1666,  part  cf  the  emoluments  nf  his  manor  of  Swaytou,  for  Ihtf 
mdntenance  of  four  Bcliolars  of  the  Scottish  nation,  to  be  choseaf 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of  Rochester/ 
escli  to  have  twenty  pounds  yearly  until  he  had  (sken  the  degrM 
of  M,  A.  when  lie  was  to  return  to  iiiB  own  country,  to  asaiat  ii> 
impporting  the  eDclesiastical  establishment  of  England.  This 
fund  has  sinrn  been  iocrrased  by  the  prolils  arising  from  thA' 
manor  of  UBlon  iu  Warwickshire,  preseoted  for  tint  purpose  by 
John  Snell,  Es<),  a  native  of  the  county  of  Air,  in  ScoOftud. 
The  donation  of  Mr.  Soeli  was  to  be  applied  to  the  service  of  not 
riiore  than  twelve,  nor  less  than  five,  scholars,  to  be  chosen  from 
Glasgow  College,  at  which  place  he  had  himself  received  educa- 
tion, It  is  impossible  to  (juit  the  subject  of  these  last  beqiieetA 
without  observing-  that  the  henernctors  aiipear  to  have  been.  Ml 
1  great  measure,  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  grateful  remenbraSce 
towards  the  orii,'inal  patroness  of  the  Colle^^e,  and  the  ill-fotfij 
Kln^  of  Scots,  her  son. 

While  the  society  was  in  its  infani^y,  and  nurtured  6hicfly  By 
the  kind  but  circumscribed  auspices  of  L-ody  Dervor;fille,  the  stu* 
dents  were  accommodated  in  two  buildings,  (termed  the  new  ttnd 
the  old  Balliol  Halls,}  and  various  subordinate  tenements,  nil  of 
which  stood  nearly,  or  quite,  within  the  bonndaries  of  the  presenf 
edifice.  No  part  of  tlie  building,  as  it  now  appears,  is  tAilf 
than  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  The  front  towards  the  street.  We 
have  said,  is  extremely  irre^lar.  In  the  cenfrel  approach  to  tb? 
quadrangle,  which  was  partly  built  in  the  time  of  that  king,  toil 
which  still  forms  tlie  chief  division  of  the  College,  is  a  square 
Gothic  tower  with  an  embattled  parHpet,  and  an  oriel  over  the 
fltalTHnce,  on  each  side  of  which  is  a  highly  cnriclied  and  cano- 
pied niche.  The  arms  of  the  Bulliol  family  likewise  sdom  this 
gtXewVf. 
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ftfevay.  On  Die  rigia  ia  a  plain  weigUt;  rauge  of  baildiogB, 
•Matmcted  in  the  bpgiuniag  of  the  eighteenth  rentiiry ;  and,  on 
Ml  exteot  of  edifice  wliicli  reaches  llfH  feet,  fcry  band* 
>Bt  iraasewing  littl«  coiisouKritti  of  ch:iraclcr  tu  (he  divi- 
I  Ibc  remote  siiIg  of  tbt  gatcwuj.  Tliii  building  «ai 
*t  the  cxprnw  of  Mr.  Fisher,  lale  fellow  uf  ihi:  CoUegr. 
divided  into  three  Btorim,  ami  hss  n  jiediweut  over  the 
shielil  oil  its  Hat  iinrraoe. 
'The  same  dissimilarity  of  architectural  feature  pervades  the 
of  the  quiidmiigle.  This  court  is  I'i^O  feet  loug,  and 
SO  feet  broad.  The  simpiy-beaiitifui  front  of  the  hall,  which 
■arly  as  ieii  hv  Ihr  architect  tlie  sixth  of  llenry'i 
fonna  the  chief  part  of  the  «e«tpm  side ;  and  the  remaining 
IB  occupied  by  the  residence  of  the  master,  built  by  Bishnp 
A  bay  window  in  the  front  of  these  kidginga  is  eminently 
kaulifnl.  It  is  of  the  fincitt  florid  Gothic,  and  the  intersectioDs 
af  Mrred  stone  work  are  dulicutely  light.  The  northern  side  i> 
CMnpOMd  of  the  cliapcl  ami  tlio  library,  the  whole  having  an 
ttfaaUlud  piirapct.  I'he  groat  ciilrancc  to  the  chapel  is  nearly  in 
IIm  centre,  and  is  highly  decorated,  bnt  still  pnssesBea  thai 
ligbtnes!!  of  ell'ect  which  the  Uothic  nrchitccls  knew  so  well  thy 
mtnaet  of  producing,  cM-a  in  the  midst  of  a  seeming  rcduDdaney 
(tf  embelliilunent,  On  thu  east  iii  llie  plain  front  of  the  bnilding 
COnlriKited  in  the  eighteenth  century.  The  venerable  tower  Htauds 
W  K  cMtre  to  tlic  southern  division  of  the  court,  on  one  side  of 
which  H  a  continnatiou  of  the  heavy  structure  that  fontifl  the 
wrtcm  rrage,  and  on  the  otlier  is  a  low  Gothic  eeries  of  the 
•rigioal  edifice. 

Btsidea  the  baildinga  already  noticed,  tliere  iit  an  area  on  Ibc 
i-w«t,  which  comprises  several  detached  aporlnienta  b^ilt 
of  students    hy    Archbibhop   Abbot,   in   the  reign 
Cbartf*   I.     On  ibis  area  abuts  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
hy  Mr.  Fisher,    whicli  bears  the   following  modcat 
i^oi>,  pUoed  there  in  utlention  lo  his  own  wish  : 

VERBDM  JiO.S  AMrLIUS— FlsaEK. 
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The  chapel  was  built  between  tlie  years  1A3I  and  10*29.  ai 
the  expense  of  nituy  private  conlribntors,  and  contains  somv 
■nlercstiog  GpecimenB  of  [tainted  glass.  I'Ijp  eastern  window  vam 
preseated  by  Dr.  Stubba,  in  1629;  and  exprcsBes,  in  eoloun 
CKtremely  vivid,  the  Paisioti,  Sraurrectiou,  and  AecensioD.  It 
is  said  that  Wadluui  wna  rieeirous  of  placing:  lliis  glaxs  id  hia 
chnpel,  and  offered  2001,  for  it.  Tlio  second  window  on  lli« 
south,  coiilainiji^  the  story  of  ticzekiah's  biLknciis  and  recovery, 
is  executed  by  fierbanl  Van  Linge,  and  was  presented  by  Dr. 
Wentwortli. 

The  Hall  is  «  pleasing  bnitditig,  in  the  pointed  stj'le,  tlM 
interior  of  which  baa  been  modernised  in  a  plain  but  rei^pec table 
manner.  Among  the  plate  possesned  by  the  College  ia  a  larg* 
eup  present  by  "  the  Man  of  Ross." 

Tbe  Library  of  Baliiol  was  built  at  iliderent  limes  :  the  part  ' 
towards  the  west  by  Dr.  Chacc,  in  1427 ;  and  that  on  the  east  by 
Mr.  Robert  Abdy,  in  1477.  Both  of  these  donors  were  some 
time  Masters  of  the  Society.  The  iulerior  was  entirely  re- 
built  by  Wjatt,  a  few  yeura  back,  in  a  utyle  so  sedate, 
and  Uinpenitely  imitative  of  the  Gothic,  that  it  cannot  be  too 
warmly  commended.  The  windons,  which  are  ancii^nt,  are  em- 
bellished with  the  arms  of  benefactors.  This  library  formerly 
contained  many  valuable  manuscripls,  not  k-ss  Uiati  200  of  which 

were  presented  by  onc  prelule,  in  the  year  14^4;  Grey, 

Bishop  of  Ely,  who  employed  numerous  transcribers  and  illumi- 
nators ill  various  parts  of  the  cuntinenl.  But  this  splendid  cot- 
Wlion  was  cmelly  iiijnrtd  by  the  visitors  in  the  reign  of  Edward 

VI.  Much  liberality,  howevtr.  has  bL>en  exercised  in  regard  to 
the  donation  of  printed  books  in  succesding  periods,  and  tha 
libmry  now  posGesscE  oji  exleubive  arrangement  of  catiraabl* 
woiIes. 

In  this  Collcgn  were  educated  the  following  emiocnt  preUteic 
Morton,  Archbishop  ol  Cautetliary,  the  able  minister  of  Henry 

VII.  and  second  perpetual  chancellor  of  the  Uuiveraity ;  Tiuialall, 
Biobop  of  Durhiim,  a  prelate  inimical  to  tlie   Reformation,  but 
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b  stiti  hsd  tb«  honor  to  lie  wannly  praised  l>y  Erasmns,  Dean 
Oolet,  aud  Unacrei  Dr.  Douglas,  Inte  Bisliop  of  Salisbury,  wlio 
removed  to  this  College  from  St.  Mary's  HrII,  lint  on  Bishop 
Warner's,  ami  afterwards  on  Snell's  luunilutinn. 

Among  the  celeltratcd  students  ni  other  ranks  ocnir  the  name! 
of  Humphrey,  the  "  good"  Duke  of  Gloucester,  a  nobleman  who 
deseryes  the  peculiar  reverence  of  the  Univeroity  at  Inr^e,  as 
foonder  of  the  public  llbmry ;  John  Tiptofl,  Earl  of  Worcester, 
an  cncoarager  of  Iilerature  in  the  reigua  of  Htnry  VI.  aiid  Ed- 
ward IV.  Thin  Lord  is  well  known  as  oue  of  the  earliest  Eu^- 
Itsli  writers  who  employed  the  press  of  Caxton ;  Rons  of  War- 
wick, Uie  histotiiin ;  Sir  Robert  Atkyns.  chief  baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer,  and  hia  ion,  the  historian  of  Gloucestershire  ;  Tobiaa 
Criap,  Huppoaed  to  be  the  founder  of  the  sect  of  Antinomians ; 
ibe  tatteful  and  Judicious  John  Evelyn,  whose  name  will  oocui' 
wbeii  we  mention  the  Arandeliaii  marbles  preserved  in  the  l/ni- 
T«rtity  ;  Dr.  Charles  Davennnt,  son  of  the  luureale,  and  an  able 
writer  ou  finance;  Hutchinson,  the  hihtoriau  of  Doraetsbire ; 
and  Jameic  West,  sometime  president  of  tlie  Royal  Sooiely,  lu  - 
addition  to  this  list,  it  must  he  observed  that  John  Wicktiffe,  the 
cclebratt'd  reformer,  was  once  raafiter  of  the  College,  a  circum- 
staaee  that  waa  recollected  by  many  when  Craiimer  surrendered 
bis  breati]  ou  Ibe  paved  way  directly  opposite  to  the  chief  en- 
trance.* 

The  Society  cuusisla  of  a.  muster,  twelve   fcUoWB,  fourlfeii 
•cholars,  and  eighteen  exhibitioners,   and  possesses  the  singular 
iii«ge  of  electing  ita  own  visitor. 
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bnas  the  west  side   of  RadcliBe  square,  aud  is  built  on  the 

I  Hie  of  several  ancient  hiilU,  amou^'  which  was  little  University 
t 
F*  A  Bsl,  oblwig  jlooc  "thicli  mmked  tlic  precijc  >pot  on  whicTi  ihc  f»l»l 
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Ua]I,  aiippoied  to  hare  been  institulcd  by  Kini*  AKitfd.  Tlie 
preutit  College  vm  feunded  about  the  year  1509,  bj  WllliaiA 
6mylb,  Bmbo^  of  Iiltiroln,  And  some  time  chaitcellor  of  llie  L'lii- 
vereity  of  Oxfonl,  assisted  (though  chiefly  in  point  of  supenit- 
tondance,  u  fur  as  re^rded  the  famidatinn  and  eroclion  of  th« 
first  baililin^,)  by  Sir  Ricbard  Sntton.  Bishop  Sniyih  waa  the 
fourth  snn  of  Robert  ftnytb,  of  Peel-house  in  the  paritih  of  Prea* 
cot,  IiBticnGhire,  and  studied  ot  Oxford,  where  he  took  bis  deftiret 
of  Bachelor  of  Law*  at  sonie  period  previous  to  1492,  in  which 
year  he  «as  instituted  Ia  the  rectory  of  Cheshuut,  in  Hertfard- 
abire.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been  reeomtoended  to  the  notice 
ef  Henry  VII,  by  the  Earl  of  Derby,  oiid  waa  appoinled  clerk 
of  the  Uanaper,  with  aii  annual  allowance  of  forty  pnunda,  and 
Wi  additional  stipend  of  eighteen-pe»ce  per  day  durini;  hit 
ftttendaoce  in  person,  or  by  deputy,  on  the  lord  chancellor,  spee- 
dily after  Henry's  accestiioa  to  the  crown.  After  several  Inter- 
nediHte  Slepn  of  advancement  he  was  preferred  Is  tlio  see  of 
LkliOeld  and  Coventry,  and  was  soon  named  preAidcrit  of  lira 
{•rincc's  council  wtlhin  the  marches  of  Wales.  He  now  evinced 
Ihe  noble  use  which  he  was  inclined  to  make  of  sliiueuoe,  by 
rebuilding,  and  endowing  afresh,  the  hospital  of  81.  John  in 
LicbHeld,  to  which  he  attaoiied  a  school,  aftcrwardH  iiuiled  with 
the  acmiiiary  patroiitscd  by  Edward  the  Sixth,  «o  deserv- 
edly  famous  fcoai  ils  pupils,    Newton,    Addison,    and  Samuel 


Aflef  Smyth  had  filled  the  cpiaeopal  scat  of  Lichfield  for  Iw* 
years,  he  was  translated  to  the  bishopric  of  Lincoln,  and  shortly 
acctded  to  the  request  of  the  University  of  Oxford  by  becoming 
their  chancellor.  This  latter  honorable  oflice,  however,  l>e  re- 
ligned  before  1607,  in  which  year  he  concerted  the  plan  of 
founding  a  new  college  with  bii  friend  Sir  Richard  Sutton.    H* 

died 


■  Ecclniaitici  werr  BccuMomed  to  pTac«e<l  id  law  degrrei  dariog  ibe  agcj 
whicL  ibnjr  vers  ^cnnilied  to  fill  b<(h  suiioat  in  Un  legisjilirs  depitt' 
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I  at  BvcMA,  ta  1513,  aai  was  hrt«rre^  M  iJnMla^he- 

r  Richard  Sutton,  the  A^endty  adviwr  of  Bishop  .Smjth, 

b  ^Mceaded  from  the  aiwieiit  family  of  Hie  Sutlons,  of  8nltoii, 

V  MaccleslidO,   in  lh»  coiititj-  pnbttne  of  Chester.     He  prac- 

I  a  3  kurister  of  the  Inner  Temple ;  «nii,  in  1498,  became 

T  of  the  privy  coirneil.     He  wa«,  likewise,  one  of  Ihego- 

»  of  iIk;   Inner  Temple,  mid  steward  of  the  monastery  of 

t  BreQlford.f     The  precise  period  of  his  death  is  not 

;  hot  an  nitntial  eommemorotion  of  him  is  observed  by  th« 

y  of  Brssen  Noae  on  thfi  Sunday  after  Michselrons. 

I  tbe  plan  of  the  new  college  was  dniy  concerted,  tlie 
r  was  proEecuted  wiUi  much  alacrity  under  the  inspection 
r  Rieliord,  and  the  Society  is  supposed  to  have  become  a 
u«nt  corpwalion  in  1512.  According'  to  the  charter,  the 
ertiblisbmeiit  van  to  consist  of  3.  principal  and  siMy  scholars, 
«ko  were  lo  he  fiwl  instructed  in  sophistry,  loRic,  and  philo- 
•ofhy,  and  tlien  in  divinity.  The  oriicinal  donntiims  entirely 
frtcMded  from  Bishop  Smyth,  thout^h  Sutton  took  an  active 
part  ID  Mirying  the  wishes  of  tlie  prt-late  into  efi^,  and  aller- 
wrda  beaUFWffd  nsny  vnluabtc  manors  and  otlier  esttttes.  In  the 
jMr  1981,  n  complete  revision  of  the  !itii1utcs  was  lindcitnkeil 
ilf  Sif  Richard  Sniton,  the  surviving  (bunder,  and  the  society 
MB  nmle  to  onn8i'<t  of  a  principal  and  twelve  fellows.  Th* 
trilliul  example  of  the  founders  produced  a  generous  traulniiun 
MM;  Ibeir  contemporaries,  and  through  succeeding:  agvs.  Be- 
m4ek  a  list,  much  too  extensive  for  insertion,  of  such  benefactor* 
■s  gnided  their  bounty  by  the  model  of  the  original  donors,  there 
have  been  suns  beqitrathed  by  eminent  persona  for  the  foundation 
•f  lectnreahiiniQ  Philosophy,  in  Humanity,  Hctirew,  Greek,  and 

Tbe 

'  111!  gMrr-MiMiv.  riclily  aflofncd  wilh.bni>«,  wai  drslrovcd   bj  the  faiia- 
g  ID  ibc  dvil  KM  1  but  >  niHril  miHiuaient  hai  btta  \a.e\y  erMied  to  lit 

t  While  itewnrit  of  ihi>  nligiouj  hcnug  he  vritni  (lie  eipnisc  of  publishinj 
ps^ndid,  >ud  no*  icry  tie,  book,  inliiulid,  "TheOrcliudear^j''m." 
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The  buildings  oonstmeted  by  the.  two  Countei  ^ha(r^  iftflN 
lately,  not  undergoDe  way  material  alterations,  except  such  as 
Were  evidently  oonducrve  to  iraprofcaent,  though  the  strict  line 
of  architectural  keeping  has  been  carelessly  violated  in  some  sub- 
ordinate particulars.  The  front  is  an  extensive  range,  and  fMm* 
sessea  a  sedate,  massive,  and  commanding  character.  Over  the 
jchief  entrance  is  a  lofty  tower  in  a  style  of  highly*embeUished 
•byt  pure  Gothic.  Ou  both  sides  of  tlie  gateway  extenda  a  long 
pile  of  buildings  three  stories  high,  with  a  parapet ;  the  eastern 
fi^d  of  the  chapel  and  a  part  of  the  library  terminate  the  range 
ai  the  southern  end.  The  square  toww  of  entrance  is  still  the 
diief  ornament  of  this  front,  but  must  have  stood  displayed  with 
greater  effect  before  the  attic  of  the  contiguous  ranges  was  bnili 
in  the  reign  of  James  I.  Except  the  increase  of  height  prodaced 
by  that  necessary  addition,  the  chief  part  of  the- front  remainaaa 
it  was  originaUy  oonstmcted.  The  buildings  are  principally 
comprised  in  a  large  quadrangle,  and  «  smaller  court  towards  the 
south.  The  former  only  is  a  part  of  the  founder's  desigu,  and 
consists  of  a  hall  and  ranges  of  apartments  for  students.  In  tiie 
centre  of  thia  quadrangle  is  placed  a  piece  of  sculpture,  repre- 
senting two  male  figures  in  violent  contest.  These  figures  were 
given  to  the  -College  by  Dr.  Clarke  of  All  Souls,  and  are  b^ 
lieved  to  represent  the  murder  of  Abel  by  Cain.  Over  the  out-, 
ward  door  of  the  hall  are  two  interesting  busts,  said  to  have  been 
discovered  in  digging  the  foundation  of  the  College.  The  first 
is  that  of  Alfred,  the  presumed  founder  of  the  hall  dismantled 
for  the  purpose  of  the  new  stmcture ;  and  the  other  that  of  John 
Scotus  Erigena,  reported  to  have  been  the  first  lecturer  in  Al- 
fred's building.  These  busts  are  small,  but  exquisitely  expres- 
sive, and  are  in  good  preservation.  The  story  concerning  the 
manner  of  their  discovery  is  not  sufilciently  authenticated -for 
ready  adoption  ;  but  the  busts  are  evidently  very  ancient. 

The.  court  towards  the  south  is  chiefly  occupied  by  the 
library  and  the  chapel,  both  of  which  were  built  in  the 
aeveuteeath  century.     It  is  conjectured  that  Sir  Christopher 

Wren 
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"Wilts  ftfc  IhejilMii  Tor  thexe  structurf^  wlien  si  v«ry  yonii'^  man. 
*l'bo  ■rrhtloelurc  of  lh(f  whole  roitrl  coutaiim  ari  unplexsini;  ton- 
fcman  of  4:li!tr>icl<fr.  Gothic  winiluwiiaiiJ  buUleuieiits  are  u|)pOsed 
ilf  pilulerx,  orriarauiilHl  willi  classic  capitals:  uiul,  in  one  in- 
V^KC.  ■  pilaster,  with  a  capital  of  the  CuririUiiau  order,  i* 
vmi  ■nrmoiintct]  by  a  modern  pinnacle  imiUlive  of  tlie  Gothic. 

*  the  quadrangle  ami  court  already  noticed,  there  are 
nait  eallcd  the  new  buildings,  calculated  for  the  rrceptioD 
HfWfen  atiidentu,  and  a  handsome  huDSc  facing  tite  Htgh-strceL 
^Mitad  in  1770,  for  the  residence  of  the  principal. 
-  The  Halt  u  span  oris  and  lofty,  with  a  liai|ilsame  l>ay  win- 
dow at  the  upper  end,  in  which  are  two  SDcient  portraits  of  tha 
The  tire-plnce,  which  is  c^nspicuouily  apprnprinte,  wot 
I  Ity  Lard  Ciirzon  in  1760.  Previously  to  tliat  period 
the  kali  was  wanned  in  the  ancient  kshian,  by  a  far  in  Iba 
eentre.  Two  Iiiials  of  the  foimderB  ore  likewise  preserved  in  the 
4mI1;  and  several  jHrlreits  oruanient  the  walls,  among'  which 
must  be  noticed  that  of  Mrs.  Joyce  Frankland.  a  liberal  bene> 
lactrHs,  who  resided  principally  at  the  Ryeliotise  in  Herlforfl- 
rfiire,  and  died  at  the  latter  part  of  ibc  Eixteenlli  eeiilun'.  Th< 
forlratl  is  well  painted  :  and-tl  is  remiirkahlr  thut  she  is  repre- 
■nled  with  a  wutdi  in  her  hand,  which  liaa  a  roetal  front,  tike 
the  hunting- watches  of  the  present  d^y.  Tht  name  of  tliia  lady 
is  mentioned  in  Ibo  common  grace  after  dinner  regularly  vpokem 
ki  the  hall. 

The  library  coBstrucled  by  the  foanden  ainod  on  the  Dortli  aid* 
•f  the  great  ()uadrdNgle.  lu  1663  this  building  was  converted 
into  chambers,  und  the  prtstnt  library  was  erected.  In  the 
fnginal  duign  there  wen  cloMteis  bciiealb  (he  new  slructure, 
but  these  bavr^  b«cn  since  filled  up  and  forratd  into  apurtiucDla, 
The  highly-oraameitted  interior,  as  it  now  appi:'iir!i.  wiis  arrung'ed 
by  Wyat,  in  tiijO;  and  it  iti  north  observing,  that,  up  to  tbiK 
^ocli,  the  books  were  chained  to  tlie  shelves.  Among  the  valu- 
■Ue  verks  preserved  in  tliii  library  are  the  boobs  collected  by 
Ike.  ovdite  fi'ai»e.  of  vfhou  it  was  said,  by  CcntU-y,  "  when  I 
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am  dead,  AVasM  wUl  be  tiie  uoa  leantcd  «mii  ib  EnijrWd.*' 
These  books  xre  enriched  by  the  iiUMitcript  notes  of  tlie  vrigioil 
collector,  and  were  preticDted  b)*  Dr.  Varborou^i. 

Tlie  prescitit  Ckapel,  whidi  vas  b^uii  id  1666,  is  pHrlly  cow- 
fKiwd  of  naUmale  broaf^hX  front  tlie  ancii^iit  chapel  of  St.  Msry'f 
College,  ia  whieli  ErMiiiMs  ttu'licJ.  The  e^wlera  window  ma 
sxeruted  by  PeM-j>oa,  from  ^Irawiu^  I>y  Moitinier.  The  nltar  ia 
richly  decorated;  and  the  ceiling  of  vood  is  r  skilful  iiniUtioii 
of  Gothic  stooe-vnric.  On  a  firet  v'lev,  the  Sfiectator  ia  inToIutu- 
tarily  charmeit  witii  an  air  of  decent  grace  and  medeat  el^anoa 
which  appcsra  to  pcrvnde  tlie  wliole  iateriM- ;  yet,  wheo  he  Q3L&* 
minea  Bcpantely  the  olijceta  which  kvit  ;;rali&ed  him  in  conbt 
nation,  he  lamcnU  to  fiad  ti>at  he  has  been  fdeased  through  • 
meretricious  medium.  All  order  la  set  at  deliance ;  and  the  G^ 
Ihic  and  classic  maneers  are  oiiiiglcj  witli  most  r^ttastical  frc4 
dotn. 

Tn  the  Biiti-chapel  is  a  good  bust  af  Dr.  Shippen,  a  late  priflp 
cipal. 

Among  oilier  cfflineut  men  to  «h»m  it  has  imparted  tlie  ed» 
oatioii  wliicli  (iiabled  tlieui  lo  att^iu  future  honours,  firasen- 
nose  niuubcrs,  Caldwell,  president  of  the  College  of  Physiciinaj 
Fox,  tlie  marlyrologist.  This  zeulons  writer,  however,  remofr 
ed  to  Ma<rdaleii.  Sir  John  Snvilt,  Baron  of  the  Exchequer; 
Sir  Joliii  Spelman ;  Brercnond,  first  profusKor  of  astr«» 
oomy  in  Grcsham  College  :  Humphrey  Lloyd,  the  Welch  Jii» 
torian ;  SaDipson  Erdetwick,  the  Staffordshire  aiitiquury ;  tho 
Lerd  Chancellor  Egcrlon ;  8ir  James  Ley,  aflerwards  Earl  cf 
Mailborough  ;  Burton,  unthor  of  the  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  ^ 
writer  whose  learnini;  is  iiriquentioiuihle,  whatever  may  be  .|ha 
«piaion  rexpectiiig  tiis  pretcnuioiis  to  wit ;  John  Prince,  author' 
of  the  WorttiicB  of  Devon ;  Thomas  Church,  rector  of  the  piiriafi 
ill  which  Lord  Bolin^brokc  remdid,  and  who  was  lionoured  witft' 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  by  diplomn,  for  his  un^wer  to  tlie  sceptical' 
writings  of  that  nobleman.  The  Itev.  ioliii  Wuteou,  author  of 
tU  Hi:itory  of  U^dibx.  9 
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li  »(UlitioB  to  tbe>e  raspcoUUe  DBBtcs,  Btuea  Noae  bu  pn>- 
diic«4  fUicc«  peiHtos.  EUa*  Asbmole,  Ute  BerkshiTu  liisturiui, 
entered  at  tliia  oalIeg«  in  adraaced  life ;  and  the  late  Rev.  Jobn 
Wbitakcr,  uUbor  9f  tke  History  of  Uandiester,  couliouetl  ben 
■boBt  tfelvv  nu)uth«,  after   «likb  he  «a«  elwted  Klio)«r  o<' 

T)i«  Hneoltr  KWe  by  which  this  college  is  diatingnihbeU 
BcoMwarily  vKcites  curiosity.  It  appears  Ihat,  iu  tli«  c«cly  ftn- 
nIcBM  of  t'Mftbtishiiicirts  for  ntuiiv,  umiiv  al  lite  pluses  iu  witicb 
lh«  •cbolan  usmMed  <Unv«d  &n  appelbtiun  from  circiuostauci* 
ol  the  moat  li'ivJM)  loKtl  description,  aud  utheni  ^tuul  uuaea 
Frum  p&fliciibi*  »]iidi  eKpoud  tkcm  hi  Kdiriul  or  jocuM  m^hu'- 
tsliuiis.  Ol'  Un»  UttttT  kind  was  %  very  aucimit  ball  vkicb  bkd 
a  largi  tiraEto  fiive  oA  tlie  door,  prubalily  to  ausvi-r  tliti  pur|>aM 
•f  a  knockfT.  Tluii  hull  fvniirJ  oue  part  of  tliabuildiuicii  rediicwl 
b*  rtic  foundt^p  of  the  prt^t^ot  cutlcge,  and  Lillle  Uuivtcutf 
KiJl,  lilt  *uppi>s«d  (uaiidiitiun  of  Alfred,  Tonped  another.  Ttw 
(i>«nJt^i'«  »rr«  d<:!ttri>u(  uf  {irfMrviiig  the  mcniory  of  botb,  «mI 
tbif  bc^toKid on  the  neit  utrachire  the  uaioF  of  Ihc  Kiug't  HaU, 
•nd  VoUcgt  of  Brdyci)  A'oj*.  The  olliiaioii  to  Kini;  Alfred  bw 
hied  from  notice,  and  ttie  liXiet  term  uow  preTaits  aloue.  Over 
thi  elatl  galevj.)  «f  th«  college  is  still  pliu;ed  a  brwcii  luuuMi 
fiua,  wHit  R  iiaae  vrtruTaganlly  lariie. 

The  aociety  now  consiMrs  of  a  principitl,  twenty  ftillaws.  thtfl|r- 
tgw  sciioWs,  aad  fifteen  eshibitioncrd. 


CORPUS  CHRIST!  COLLEGE  U 

•■M  Iti  feuttliBtim  to  Richard  Fox,  Bishop  of  Wjtlcheste^  wh» 
wm  bom,  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  at  Kt^ealey. 
■nr  Granthaiii,  in  Liucolnshire,  and  wae  placed,  at  a  proper  a^e, 
it  HagdalcD  College;  but,  be iiif,^  obliged  to  retire  fiom  Oxford 
tf  the  prevalence  of  one  of  those  pestilential  discosts  then  so 
tvqamt,  he  repaired  to  the  Uoiversity  of  Caiabrid([c.     He  don 

not 
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nnt  appear  to  Ijave  Htoppeil  Ihcre  long,  antl  completed  Jiis  studita   | 
at  pNTia,  nliere,  it  is  supposLd,  he  ohtatncd  bis  doctor's  <]e^«.  j*l 

At  Pwia  Fox  became  acquainted  wilii  Morton,  Bishop  ofEIfy^ 
by  wliom  he  was  recomtneuilcd  to  the  notice  of  the  Eorl  of  Rltfl^  I 
mood,  oflcrwards  Henry  Vll,  He  performed  majiy  services  f<ir'  ] 
Henry  during  h\e  slrug^lo  for  the  throne,  aad  vnm  proiuotuil  to  ' 
the  see  of  Exeter  two  years  after  the  battle  of  Boswortli  Field,  j 
The  Biahnp  was  suhseqiiently  employed  in  majiy  pWcs  of  digni* 
fied  civil  trust;  ami,  us  a  rccoinpeQBe  for  bis  able  conduct  «itA  { 
firm  integrity,  was  promoted  to  Uie  sec  of  Winchester,  ssd  ap*  I 
pointed  keeper  of  the  privy  aenl.  The  University  of  Cambridg*  ' 
likewise  elected  bim  their  chancellor,  which  office  he  filled  fof  ] 
two  years.  During  the  Trhole  reign  of  Heury  VLl.  the  Distu^  | 
mtuntaitied  an  uninterrupted  influence  at  court ;  and  so  free  wt' J 
his  character  from  the  cold  and  nnsoctal  bii;otry  loo  frequenli  I 
WDong  the  liigh-s^ted  churchmen  of  liia  em,  tliat  he  ofVcu  coa>'  i 
descended  to  take  a  share  in  festive  ceremonies,  and  is  said  tv 
fakTe  entirely  contrived  the  pageantry  pvepared  in  honour  of  th*  I 
uuptials  of  Prince  Arthur  and  Celhiirine  of  Spain.  JJ 

Shortly  after  Henry  VIII.  mounted  the  throne  the  poirer^M 
Wolsey  eclipsed  the  prelcnstoTis  of  every  competitor,  and  fagt  I 
retired  from  political  life.  The  man  who  preserves  court-favour  1 
through  one  whole  reign,  has  little  right  to  charge  fortune  witfci  j 
■iiBtability.  Il  w  probable  that  the  Bishop  quitted  stale-businew,  ' 
vitb  contented  diirntty  ;  for  he  was  mature  lu  honour,  andop^  J 
prsBsed  with  many  infmnities,  hut  it  vns  impossible  for  him  to 
ftvoid  mortiiicHtion  wlien  he  reflerted  that  he  bad  himself  )&• 
bouied  to  introduce  to  the  notice  of  the  king  the  man  who^  I 
riHing  star  compelkd  bim  (o  seek  the  shndr.  j 

It  was  now  that  Fo\  entered  with  extensive  zeal  on  those  poi-,  J 
«nits  whicli  have  entitled  him  to  the  gntlitude  of  posterity.     I)«    ^ 
employed  vnst  sums  in   building  adJilioiis  to  the  cathedral  a^    \ 
Winchester,  and  enlarged  his  desiigns  concerning  a  donation  tot 
Oxford.     So  early  as  the  year  1SI3,  he  had  purchased  land^^ 
viUi  Ibc  intention  of  erecting  a  college  for  a  certain  number  of  '  \ 
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k.  and  mcdIst  sctiolara.  He  had  even  begun  the  buiidJngi, 
when  Hagh  OMhain,  Bii>)iop  of  E\eter,  persuaded  him  to  extend 
his  plan,  and  to  cnnstruct  an  edifice  uf  r  mnre  getierally  Dseful 
i^taiacter.  Arc^irdiiigly,  in  1316,  he  obtained  a  licence  from 
Henry  Vlli.  to  ronnd  a  college  Tor  BtudenU  io  divinity,  phJIo- 
•Aphy,  and  arts. 

The  whole  intended  building  was  completed  during  his  llfi: ; 
and  the  slatntea  were  formed  in  I5-J7,  by  which  the  society  was 
Buule  In  consist  of  a  president,  twenty  fellows,  twenty  Bcholars, 
tnt  chaplBins,  two  clerks,  and  two  choristers.  The  foiindalion  of 
fliiliop  Fox  took  place  at  a  momenloue  era  in  the  annaU  of  lite- 
nlMtf.  Tbereniveni  of  elegant  letters  were  now  endeavouriug  Io 
iDlrodDce  a  knowledge  of  the  classics  as  a  necessary  part  ofschool' 
kuning.  The  founder  of  Corpus  ChrJati  was  one  of  the  most 
poleot  friends  of  this  enlightened  undertukio^.  He  appointed 
twt  lectures  for  Greek  and  Latin,  and  invited  the  moat  accom- 
^ititMd  scholars  to  the  shelter  of  his  new  estiihlishmeot.  Thus 
did  the  munificence  of  Fox  bestow  au  immediate,  as  well  as  du- 
nble,  benefit  on  those  pursnits  which  have  added  dignity  to 
yoUic  matiiiers,  and  have  produced  grand  refurmatiun  in  the 
national  church.  Bishop  Fox  died,  blind  and  aged,  but  with  all 
the  s«enily  which  springs  from  an  uninjured  conscience,  in  ISiS, 
sod  was  buried  in  a  chaulry  built  by  himself  in  Winchester  ca- 
thodral. 

The  benefactofB  to  this  college  arc  not  very  uunierous,  and 
coasist  chiefly  of  members  of  the  society,  with  the  principal 
t\eeplion  of  Hugh  Oldham,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  who  contributed 
»ii  thousand  marks,  besides  land. 

Corpus  Chrieti  College  (dedittated,  in  the  original  charter,  to 
the  pnti»e  and  honour  of  God  Almitcbty,  the  most  holy  B'irtif  of 
Vkriil,  the  bleiised  Virgin  Mary,  and  various  saints,)  st.indj  to 
Uic  cait  of  Chribl  Chnrch,  and  to  the  west  of  Merton,  The 
»hnle  design  uf  the  founder  consisted  of  one  spacious  quadrangle, 
■ith  its  attendanl  chapi^l,  hall,  and  library ;  but  various  buildings 
bare  been  added  since  fnr  the  accoinmodatinn  of  the  increasing 
VuL.  XII.  K  nunber 
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iiuraber  cf  studenU,     The  front  in  soliil  and  h 

balllvnitnt  aloiis:  tlie  top,  and  a.  Intty  sijuare  lower  in  Uie  cente 

omameali.'d  with  three  empty  ranopieJ  n 

■iinplicity  Mi  lieiiuly  iti  llie  v.\ia\p  3ii[>i;ar3nce  of  the  quadran^ 

Tile  hall  Btamls  on  the  eaxt,  atiil  tin-  tihrsry  od  the  Gontliern  ridj 

lu  tliia  lallPr  ilivinioi)  is  placed  a  wholu  lenirtli  statue  « 

fuuiidrr,  di'coi iitnl  with    the  emblEtn^  of  pantifical  dimity.     A,% 

battteinoiit,*  which  gradually  riseu  to  an  apex  on  the  more  i 

note  Hide,  forms  a  Judicioiie  finish  to  the  top,  and  a  rich  caiitf4j 

piL-d  niche  is  placed  on  this  face  of  the  buildinc 

qnndrangle  in  101  feet  by  SO;  and  the  centre  is  ornamented  hy« 

curious  cylindrical  dial,  constructed  lu  1605^  hy  Charles  "i 

ball,  ft  fellovr  of  Corpus  Christi. 

Adjoining  to  the  grounds  in  which  Christ  Cliureh  walks  ai 
formed  is  a  large   building,   erected   at  tlie  beginning  of  thtffl 
eighteenth  century,  by  Dr.  Turner,  for  the  reception  ofatudent^l 
This  building  is  nohle,  decorons,  and  chaste,  but  contains  ] 
allusion  to   the  architectural  character  of  the  original  aud  re 
important  parts  of  the  edifice.     In  the  centre  is  n  pediment, 
ported  hy  four  Ionic  pilasters ;  the  windovs,  and  other 
are  entirely  ornamented.     Dr.  Turner  also  formed  a  cloister 
ttic  adjacency  of  his  new  buildinijp,  which  is  now  used  as  a  borid 
place;  but  thia  liberal   benefactor  was  himself  interred  i 
College  chapel. f 

Ou  the  eastern  side  of  the  collrge,  bordering  on  Merton  Gmr^  I 
apartTnenta  were  built  in  tiic  year  1737,  for  six  gentlemen  coOti  ' 
mnnrrs,  the  utmost  number  allowed  by  the  statutes. 

Tlie  Librari/  which  tiisliop  Fox  formed  and  endowed,  with  tha 

noble 


•  Thii  huLlIrmcul  forrucd  no  poit  of  llie   fonmler'i  plan,  iint]  wu  aflrl 
(Oiuuucled  nil  l)>e  reign  oilama  I.  ,  .2 

t  Dr.  Turner  nil  [imidcnt  ftoni  1  RUB  la  lilt  l  and  »  uid  by  Whiiton  !• 
hnve  iiievnilrd  an  injury  lu  liii  lortrue  by  cvgdlng  llie  mtli  ni  objuration, 
He  net  a  niaii  of  most  bcneReeni  mind,  nnrl  loft  Itie  bulk  of  hii  large  pro- 
■pErtj  ta  public  aud  charitable  uses,  In  iddittDn  lo  olhrr  faTois,  he  batii'"^ 
Iht  luia  of  fiOUOl.  nn  tlii.  CollcEf. 
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f'VMW  of  eSRiling  th«  liUrary  pursuits  of  hui  country,  and 
Ifttch  Erasmus  paiiHrd  so  many  hoaiD  of  tsstcful  study,  re- 
eurly  in  iU  ancient  state.  It  is  cninmoilioiis,  but  piniu. 
I  but  the  correct  juili;meat  of  the  bisliop  nml  liiaailvisLTi 
railily  tiHiglit  Ihcni  Ibnl  the  best  omanienlA  o!  a  library  arc  its 
b«okfi.  Aroone  tlicae  nre  a  set  of  the  Aldiiie  CIniisicii,  cullcctcit 
by  tlic  fnundtr ;  and  the  raanuscripki  iif  Bryan  Twync  ami  Ful- 
man,  writeri  od  the  Auliijuitiee  of  Oxford.  There  are  two  an- 
cieat  porlrails  of  the  founder  in  this  lilirary ;  and  his  armE  are 
inwrtedin  the  screen  over  the  doorway, 

Tbe  interior  of  the  Hall  has  undergone  considerable  altera- 
tioan,  nith  the  exception  of  ilii  Gothic  roof.  It  is  in  ai::e  tidy 
feet  by  tweuty-Gve  feet,  and  is  now  lined  with  wainscottitig. 

Tbe  chapel  in  divided  into  two  com  par  Im  cots,  tlie  inner  of 
which,  seventy  feet  in  length,  und  twenty-five  in  hreudlh,  has  % 
fkna  of  black  and  white  marble,  witli  ornamented  btal Is,  and  a 
acrcen  carted  in  cedar  wood.  The  roof  is  of  wninscot,  with  in- 
terspersed gilding.  Little  of  thio  can  he  expected  to  remain  aa 
left  by  the  founder,  for  the  piout  visitors  B)ipornted  by  Edward 
VI.  comniitleil  indiHcriminate  havoc  on  the  ialerior  of  colle^-iata 
places  of  worship.  Tbe  clii«f  present  embellishintntH  pf  the 
cbtpel  were  arranged  in  1 676,  the  expense  of  wbiclt  was  defrayed 
by  the  raemhers  of  the  society.  The  altar-piocG  linx,  howdver, 
been  very  lately  preatntcd  by  Sir  Richard  Worslcy,  find  once 
ftrmcil  a  pnrt  of  the  collection  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  at  Cbnw- 
Itlly.  Tbe  Eubject  is  the  Adnmtinn,  pninlcd  by  Rubens,  and  it 
u  wrlainly  one  of  tbe  best  productions  of  that  delij;hlful  master. 

A  gkllery  has  recently  brcn  constructed  between  the  presideul's 
lodging  and  the  clinpel,  in  which  is  placed  nn  interesting  picture 
of  the  founder,  wlien  he  was  a^cd  and  blind,  by  Conns,  a  Fle- 
ming. In  tbe  same  gallery,  also,  are  portraits  of  tbe  seven 
hikhops  who  were  sent  to  the  Tower  by  command  of  James  II. 

Among  several  coriositics  preserved  in  the  college  is  the  ero- 
tier  of  the  founder. 

Tvdve  prelates,  and  many  other  men  of  much  dikliuction.  have 
K  ?  piufited 
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profited  by  the  fooDdation  of  Corpus  Cliristi.  The  following  up- 
pear  to  deserve  particular  remark  : — Jewell,  Bishop  of  Salisbuiy, 
one  of  the  most  amiable  controversial  writers  of  a  tempestuous 
era.  Dr.  Richard  Pococke,  Bishop  of  Meath,  the  Oriental  tra- 
Teller.  Dr.  John  Rainolds,  an  excellent  scholar,  and  contemporary 
at  college  with  Jewell,  Dr.  Turner,  the  liberal  benefcotor  before 
noticed.  Basil  Kennet  (fourteenth  president  of  Corpus)  the  va* 
luable  writer  on  the  Antiquities  of  Rome.  Richard  Edwards,  an 
early  dramatic  writer,  whose  piece  called  Paloemon  and  Arcite 
afforded  so  much  pleasure  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  it  was  per- 
formed in  Christ  Church  Hall,  Oxford  *.  Brian  Twyne.  Hales. 
Dr.  Fiddes,  the  learned  biographer  of  Wolsey .  Anstis,  the  herald. 
Sir  Ashton  Lever,  and  Thomas  Day,  Esq.  an  amiable  man  and  a 
nseftil  writer. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  number  of  fellows  and 
scholars  appointed  by  the  founder. 


CHRIST  (or  CHRISES)  CHURCH. 

The  magnificcnec  of  Cardiual  \Volse>'s  spirit  was  evinced  in 
every  walk  of  expenditure.  The  splendour  of  his  domestic  esta- 
blishments, and  the  dignified  pageantry  with  which  he  uniformly 
appeared  in  public,  raised  the  envy  of  his  contemporaries;  but 
the  princely  liberality  with  which  he  encouraged  the  arts,  and  in- 
culcated a  love  of  letters,  at  a  period  when  learning  was  strug- 
gling against  disrepute,  and  would,  perhaps,  have  sunk  into  a 

second 

The  perforniaticc  of  this  corncdy  was  interrupted  bv  a  serious  accident; 
a"  scaffolding"  fell  dorm,  and  three  men  were  killed  on  the  spot.  The  queen 
ik  said  to  have  been  much  effected  hj  this  event ;  but  her  sorrow  was  easily 
alleviated,  for  the  power  of  the  comic  poet  was  so  great,  that  it  soon 
'  made  her  laugh,  whether  »he  would  or  no."  Two  evenings  were  employed 
n  the  represcniatiou  of  the  dr«ms«  and  the  queen  was  **  filled  with  such  won- 
'derfttl  pleasure,  that  she  called  to  her  the  author,  and  promised  what  she 
would  do  for  him,  and  talked  to  him  in  the  most  familiar  way,"--Ff*^«U 
tifud  Wood. 


i 


II 


OXFORDSUIKE. 


133 


^^    The 


VRond  night  wiUiout  the  succour  of  a  high  aud  friciiiily  lianJ, 
bu  procured  hiin  the  grateful  ailniiration  of  posterity.  Wolscy 
hail  lone  promised  to  liestovi  oa  Oxrord  *  a  lastiug  mark  of  hia 
the  year  1524,  he  comtnenced  the  great  work  now 
ler  (AamiaatioD. 

-^As  ft  preparatory  step  (siiid,  probnhly,  with  a  viuw  of  rendering 
ue  projected  Establishment  independent  of  his  own  perEona!  for- 
tune*) he  procured  bulls  from  the  Pope  for  the  suppressiun  of  se- 
veral priories  and  nunneries,  which,  toctlher,  yielded  an  annual 
revenue  of  nearly  2U001.  An  income  to  this  amount  he  was  an- 
Ihorized,  by  letters  patent  from  the  king,  to  settle  on  his  new  in- 
atilution,  to  which  be  gave  the  name  of  Cardinal  College,  and 
bnildiogs  of  which  he  commenced  on  the  site  of  an  &nci«Dt 
dedicated  to  St.  Fridiswida. 
The  original  design  of  Wolsey  was  cslcnsive  beyond  prece- 
dent. The  society  was  to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  per- 
lODs,  the  chief  of  whom  were  to  be  engaged  in  the  Kludy  of  the 
•cienccB,  divinity,  canon  and  civil  law,  the  arts,  physic,  and 
polite  literature.  Divine  service  was  tn  be  continually  perform- 
ed ;  and  lie  had  collected  llie  best  architects  of  tlie  age  to  project 
a  concentration  of  beauties  in  tjie  arrangement  of  the  buildings. 
But,  before  these  grand  intentions  conld  be  carried  into  entire 
effect,  tbe  cardinal  experienced  disgrace ;  and  the  revenues  be- 
stowed by  Wolsey,  together  with  the  incomplete  portions  of  huitd* 
iug  raised  under  his  inspection,  were  pathetically  couMgneil  by 
him  to  the  fostcrinf;  clemency  of  tbe  king. 

K  3  Henry, 

•  Tlie  thief  eiCDIi  in  W<il»cj"»  Life  «r«  »o  well  Limwn,  llial  ii  doc*  nol  ap- 
peir  necnnrj  to  preitnl  (hem  hric,  tii  an  cpilorn'iicil  form.  Il  maj  be  de- 
fi»bl»,  bowe*ct,  10  itale  Ibe  |iTogrcu  of  bii  Mrlj  conneiion  wilh  ihe  Uiii»er- 
■il;  ufOifocd-  He  wai  entered  of  UBgdaleii  Ciillej|e  wtien  a  mere  child, 
■nd  wu  admitled  islhe  degree  of  llnchi-lo>  of  Artialllie  Rge  ar  G(ieei>.  He 
I*  M#a  obtaipeJ  till  naitet'i  dFeree,  and  wa«  tlieii  appoiiilcd  lesdirr  ol  Mug- 
n  gnmintii  icbuol.  He  wis  made  liiiiMr  of  Ihe  cuUege  in  I'I9B,  at 
b  period  lie  was  iboiil  iweulv-Kven  year^  atil)  aud  Jio  left  tbe  Uai- 
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Hciirj,  in  tlic  year  153'2,  yielded  to  theinlrcatics  of  the  Viii- 
versily,  and  became  a  patron  to  the  founilation ;  Wl  he  itas  de- 
termined to  preclude  t}ic  discarded  favourite  from  ell  nominal 
parttci[iBtion  in  the  merit  oftlie  undertaking,  and  Ije  refouiideil  the 
Bocifty,  under  tlie  ttrm  of"  Kiug  Henry  Vlll.'fi  College,  in  Ox- 
ford." By  the  c1iart«r  now  conferred  lie  ondo»ed  the  institu- 
tion wiili  a  revenue  tiiital  to  that  intended  ty  Wolaey,  and  di- 
rected tbe  gTOHS  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  a  dcuii 
3ind  twelve  canonic,  who  should  form  a  body  corporate. 

The  CollpE:e  remained  tbua  urganivttti  till  so  momentous  & 
change  took  place  in  Ueitry'u  vievs,  that  every  ertahlisliment 
Connected  witb  the  church,  and  yet  dependent  fur  tla  thief  Giip- 
port  on  his  individual  proteclioDi  must  needs  tremble  for  ils  se- 
curity. 

In  1545,  tbe  charter  wns  surrcnderpi!  by  tbe  dean  aiid  Canons 
lo  the  hands  of  the  kini; ;  hut  for  a  purpose  which  tended  to  the 
CTcnlual  honour  of  the  institution.  Among  the  disHolvei)  re- 
ligious houses  on  Ibe  ruins  of  which  Henry  erected  bishop's 
sees,  Ostney  Abbey,  contii,uous  to  Oxford,  was  one.  But  those 
-  increasing  wauls,  which  his  extravagance  produced,  led  him  to 
reduce  this  abbt^y,  and  tu  translate  the  Cathedral  chnrch  to  St. 
Fridisw Ida's.  Tbe  iniitiliilion  then  became  an  appendage  to  the 
cnthedial,  and  both  its  former  names  were  lost  in  that  of  "  The 
tathcdral  Church  of  Christ,  in  Oxford,  of  King  Henry  Vllt.'s 
foundation."  This  foundation  was  now  declared  to  consist  of  a 
liisbop,  with  bis  archdeacon  (removed  from  tbe  church  of  Liu 
toln,  in  which  diocese  Oxford  had  hilbevto  roinalned,)  and  a  dean 
ttnd  eight  canons.  The  principal  estates  were,  nt  the  same  time, 
TQUsigncd  lo  the, persons  recognised  as  forming  the  chapter,  o 
(oaditiou  of  their  maintaining  three  public  professors  of  divinity, 
H^brevr,  and  Gretk ;  one  handred  students  in  theology,  arts,  and 
philosophy ;  bight  chaplains,  and  a  suitable  choir. 

The  Riunrflcent  character  of  the  foundniion,  and  the  splendour 
BTlsing  from  rrgal  patrouoge,  appear  lo  have  deterred  all  ranks 
frnin  the  Icnst  Ibouglit  of  assistant  htnefuction  for  many  years 

sub* 
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■Dbseiinent  to  the  rtign  of  Henry.  In  the  I71li  ceotury  eonie 
few  twuvfaclnrB  arobe,  anions  wlturri  we  finil  Dr.  Buabj  of  Wi'st- 
raJQfeter.  Thai  celebruteil  Hchoiilmasti'r  bcrjueutlieJ  a  iiiiin  or 
Diouey  for  the  inslUuliaii  of  a  Cuttchi^tical  Lecture,  to  he  read  in 
one  of  lh<:  pariah  churelies  of  Oxford  ly  a  meruhtr  of  this  w 
del;.  Biklio^  Ftll,  likewise,  coiitrihuttil  kn  exhibitious  of  101. 
per  annum  each  ;  and,  more  recently.  Dr.  Lee,  phyijiciiiii  to  Kiug 
George  II.  left  20,0001.  chieBy  for  tlit?  purpose  of  erecting  an  ana» 
lomical  theatre. 

The  principal  buildings  of  Christ  Church  consist  of  the  cathe- 
dral, two  spacious  ((UBilrangles,  aiid  two  smaller  courta.  The 
greul  west  frnnl  conveys  the  ideus  of  amplitude,  magnificence, 
and  power,  in  the  centre  is  the  gateway,  over  which  rises  a 
stately  t«wer,  somewhat  eccentric  in  its  architectural  character, 
but  yst  massive,  Uigniried,  and  po»>esHed  of  much  beauty.  This 
■  tower  was  heguu  by  Wolsuy,  hut  completed  by  Sir  Christopher 
Wren,  in  I6HI,  according  to  a  plan  of  his  own  forming''.  A 
■eries  of  uniform  huilding,  adapted  to  the  reception  of  students, 
extends  on  cither  aide,  and  both  extremities  are  terminated  by 
double  turrets,  with  an  elevated  bay  window  worked  between.  The 
«hole  length  of  the  front  is  382  feet. 

The  grand  western  4uaJraagle,  which  is  entered  thrnugh  this 
gateway,  is  tlie  only  part  of  the  extensive  bnildings  in  which 
Wolsey  was  enabled  to  exercise  his  architectural  taste  and 
princely  spirit.  Every  particular  connected  with  so  munificent 
•  bnndation  must  necessarily  he  iiilereatiiig  to  the  reader.  On 
Uanrh  20,  lo'i5,  the  Cardinal  laid  the  first  Etoue,  in  the  preatnce 
of  the  chief  niemhen  of  the  University.  On  this  occasion  he 
K  4  made 

*In  ibif  loner  litatpeiKled  Ihr  nuch- tinned  bc[l,  cfiJIcd  GreilTuTn,  whicli 
ariginBll;  beioacerl  lu  Oieiir;  Ablcv,  bnl  w»  ncatt  in  16S0.  It  weiglii 
IT.OOO  pounds  nnd  bean  tl>ii  inicripliun  :  U»gUBt  TIamai  ctiiiim  OiBHttiiiii. 


When  thif  bell  lolls  nl  ditic  in  the  evening,  the 

DnitctNlj'  Ratuici  id  tniic  lo  iliiir  lespective  ei 

til  remuli,  that  the  celthmted  C(ec,   intituJcri  ll 

I  wiiucu  bj  Deui  Aldiich. 


alaii  are  diiectcd  b;  the 
gri.  Il  laBj  be  woitliy 
"  Meitj  Cbiin  Chttr';'> 
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ntde  an  eloquent  speech  ;  and  the  company  then  repaired  to  tb« 
church  of  St.  FVidiawtda,  where  a  Latin  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  fiisiiop  of  Lincoln,  on  the  text,  Sapientia  cedificavii  siln 
domuM.  A  splendid  entertainment  closed  the  ceremonies  of  the 
day. 

The  quadrangle  thus  founded  unites  simplicity  wi^  Gothie 
grandeur.  The  buildings  are  finely  proportioned,  and  the  whole 
court  is  nearly  parallelogramical,  being  S64  feet  by  261  feet  in 
the  clear.  The  hall  fills  more  than  half  of  the  southern  side; 
the  east  and  north  sides  are  occupied  by  splendid  ranges  of  apart- 
ments for  the  dean  and  canons.  Yhe  kitchen  is  constructed  on 
the  south  of  the  hall ;  and  is,  perhaps,  the  noblest  building  of  its 
kind  in  Europe  *•  A  fine  terrace  faces  the  whole  of  the  build- 
ings, and  a  balustrade  6f  stone  ornaments  the  top.  Iil  the  cen- 
tre of  the  court  is  a  basin,  in  which  is  placed  the  statue  oMf  er- 
cury.  The  back  front  of  the  great  tower  of  entrance  is  orna- 
mented by  a  statue  of  Queen  Anne,  and  by  the  arms  of  Henry 
VIII. ;  H>f  Cardinal  Wolsey ;  of  the  see  of  Oxford,  &o.  0?er  a 
gateway  on  the  nprth-east  is  a  statue  of  Bishop  Fell ;  and  the  en- 
trance to  the  hall  is  surmounted  by  a  statue  of  Wokey,  gratefully 
placed  in  that  situation  by  Trelawney,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  iu 
the  year  1719.  This  latter  figure  is  executed  with  spirit,  and 
has  been  much  admired.  The  sculptor  has  attended  to  custom^ 
and  has  only  given  a  side-view  of  the  Cardinal^s  face ;  but  we 
cannot  admit  that  the  expression  of  attitude  imparted  to  the  figure 
is  happily  imagined.    The  whole  evinces  passionate  pride  rather 

than 

*  TbU  was  the  first  part  of  the  building  reared  under  the  adspices  of 
Wolsey.  The  singularity  of  such  a  circumstance  caused  many  satirical  re* 
loarki.  Among  others,  the  following  mock  inscripiion  was  placed  on  the 
walls  ;— 

"  Non  stabit  iih  Dorons,  aliis  fundata  rapinis, 
•*  Aut  ruet,  aut  alter  raptor  habebit  cam,*' 

This,  M  if  obteiired  by  Cbdmen,  at  least  proved  prophetic. 

t 
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I  Ibe  compobcil  aosUrity  «bi>b  is  Ihe  last  result  of  baoghli- 
i 

I «  .  Of  tku  DMgnificent  court  only  Uie  liall,  the  bitchtiti,  the  east, 
I  <tke  Mitlk,  ftuJ  a  jwrt  of  the  weateru  ude,  »ere  built  dpring  the 
I  (life  of  WoIbc)  *.  The  remain  I  iig  divisioiiH  were  completed  b]^ 
I  Dr.  John  Fell,  iii  I66d.  At  this  time  llie  basiu  was  (bnaed  ia  the 
I  centre,  and  the  statue  of  Hercur>  (which,  perliMps,  some  exai> 
I  liiuers  may  deem  tiuwortliy  of  its  mtuullou,]  was  placed  ou  the 
l-'Ipot  where  furaierly  a  stone  pulpit  had  stood,  from  vrhicb  Wicklififc 
f  Snt  delivered  hia  refortninij;  opinions. 

The  second  great  tjuadranjjle  of  Christ  Church  ia  termed  Peck- 
water  Court,  and  chietly  occupies  the  site  of  two  inns,  or  hostels, 
s  one  called  Peckwater  (from  the  name  of  its  original  posaea- 
aor)  and  the  other  Vine  Hall.  The  architecture  of  this  court  » 
^aaaioal  and  augnsl.  The  southern  side  conaiatti  entirely  of  the 
t  Umry  and  annexed  apartments  (begun  in  1716,  from  a  deaign  by 
t  Dr.  Clarke;)  the  other  divisions  contain  superb  ranges  of  lodg- 
1  ingB  for  students,  and  wi-re  built  in  1705,  under  the  inapeotton 
I  flf  Oeao  Aidrich.  The  expense  of  the  undertakiu^  was  defrayed 
I  %J  the  dean  and  canons,  in  conjunction  with  many  of  the  students, 

everal  of  the  nobility  and    dixlinguished  commoners,  who    - 
eceited  education   in  the  collt^e.     The  whole  elevation  is 
•f  a  claasical  and  diguilied  character.     The  front  of  the  libr&iy 
Y  ^  141  feet  in  length,  adorned  with  the  massive  pillara  of  Co- 
lian  order.     Each  of  the  other  sides  contains  three  sloriea, 
lower  of  which  is  rustic,  and  supports  a  range  of  architec- 
of  llie  Ionic  nrdcr.     Pilasters  are  placed  between  each  di- 
<n  of  windows,  exerpt   the  five  which   arc  ceutral  in  each 
and  over  these  is  s  projecting  pediment  sustained  by  thr<«- 
ter  colnmns  wjth  Ionic  capitslx.     An  entablature  and  balus- 
lade  of  atone  linish  the  whole.     From  this  description  it  will  be 

eviiicnl 


*  li  h  luppowd  ihkt  I 
OB  ihe  inner  lide.  Tlie 
1809,  ■  fire  eccutred  id 

I,  loiluiialejj,  ciiiiifju 


quiidraiigtc.      Ie  rutn  on  Ihc  wulbcmsidc,  but 
d  wubuul  affectiug  ihe  Iruiit  or  llie  bulidiiij;. 
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evident  Ihat  not  tlie  least  respect  lias  leen  pai3  (o  the  maiinilf- 
of  ttie  previous  quadrangle ;  but,  still,  the  two  courts  are  i>a  en- 
tirely dUtinct,  and  Die  arcliitectura  of  each  is  so  pure  in  ilA 
peculiar  characttr,  that  the  most  fastidious  U^le  cannot  posKiblf 
entertain  offence.  The  second  pile  appears  a  fair  cObit  of  clas> 
sic  regijicirity,  opposed,  in  just  competLlion,  to  the  desultory 
splendour  of  the  fubhion  which  dictated  the  originiil  Btructure, 

Canterbury  Square  la  a.  small  quadrangle,  judiciously  built  in 
CDufurmity  to  the  order  of  Peckwaler,  to  which  it  ioimediiitely 
leads.  On  the  Bile  of  this  court  formerly  stood  a  hdl,  founded 
Mid  endowed  by  Simon  fbli|>.  Archbishop  of  Ciiuterbury,  of  nhich 
tlie  ceWbratcd  WicklilTe  was  once  wardeu.  and  in  which  Hit 
Thomaii  More  studied,  under  Liuacit.-.  The  whole  of  this  court, 
as  it  now  appearm.  vaM  designed  by  M'yatt,  and  completed  in 
1763,  chiefly  through  the  tibcrnl  aid  of  Kichnrd  Itubiuson,  Buron 
Rollieby,  late  Lord  I'riinntt-  of  [relaiid.  The  gateway  leading  to 
this  sqimre  now  fnrtns  it  [irineipul  approach  li>  the  cidlcgc,  and 
piissesu:^  much  of  tii;it  true  btanly  ikJiich  arises  from  simplicity 
af  arrangement. 

The  diaploiu's  murl  c»,iiBLsta  of  a  few  irregulor  rani,'ca,  coin- 
pleted  in  IdT^ 

Christ  Chunh  Catbiilral  is,  in  every  point  of  view,  one  of 
llie  mu&t  iiiterestint,'  objects  cvniiccled  with  the  college.  Tliia 
building  has  uudergoiiu  nofue  impuitaut  allrrations,  among  which 
^le  present  spire  wa»  eousttui  ted  by  WoUey  ;  but  the  chief  parU 
can  be  hietbrically  traced  to  the  reigu  of  Henry  1. ;  and  tlie  style 
of  architecture  pl'ovt^s  tiiat  it  in  reality  owes  its  Ibuudatiou  to  a 
much  earlier  period.  The  church  is  cruciform,  witli  a  sqiiaro 
tower*,  snrmomitcd  by  a  spiral  steeple,  rising  in  the  centre. 
Thou;;h  always  much  interior  to  the  splendid  edilice  of  0«e 
Abbey,  it  was  originally  more  extensive  than  at  present.  l<'ifly 
fet^t  at  the  weBlern  end,  to^-ether  with  tlie  whole  west  sidu  of  the 
rloist«r,  and  the  rooms  there   appended,    were  pulled  down  by 

Wolsey, 

*  In  lliii  law«  are  liiiug  all  ihe  Iwllt  HhitI'  Coimcrly  balongtil  (o  Otciiey 
Abbfy,  tuepi "  Gciat  lum."  , 
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ilsey,  when  he  laid  llie  rouiiilutioii  of  liia  coll«p:o.     The  pre- 
it  length  of  the  building:  from  east  to  west  is  154  feet,  and 
aisle  which  crosKcs  from  north  to  aouth  is  102  feet  long.     The 
it  of  the  roof  in  the  choir  is  thirty-Bcvfen  I'ect  and  a  imif,  and 
Ibe  western  part  of  the  structure  forty-oiie  feet  aiiil  a  half, 
e  onthedml  is  eottred  by  a  doorway  of  Hi-xoa  architecture, 
And  specimen)!  of  the  Name  style,  inlcrsperaeil  with  altcrntioos  ef- 
fected by  Nonnan  builders,  arc  evident  in  various  directiona.    The 
pillan  of  the  nave  are  beautifully  exrrulcd,   and    possess  that 
^rateniaticul  vHriety  of  capital  hy  wliicli  the  SaKon  nrchilecta 
.  Hwe  accustomed  lu  thew  their  fertility  of  invention.     The  choir 
^  ornamented  with  a  Gothic  roof  of  splendid  tracery  work,  con- 
ilhtr  hy  Cardinul   WoUey,  or  Bishop  King,  and  was 
LVed  with  black  unil  white  marble  in  1630,  at  which  liuio  tlie 
Btalla  were  removed,  and  the  present  erected.     The  esBteni 
idow  is  embellished  with  H  represeiitntiau  of  the  Nativity,  exe- 
by  William  Trice  of  Lojidon,  from  a  Jesigu  by  Sir  Jaroes 
iDrnhtUi    in    the    n|iper    compartments  are  the  portrait*  of 
Henry  Vlll.  and  Wolsey.     Both  of  these  are  pleadingly  per- 
Cirmed,  and  the  latter,  as  usual,  presents  only  a  side  face  *. 
The  dormitory,  situate  to  the  north  of  the  choir,  contains  se- 
very  ancient  monuments,  amoii^'  which  the  following  dc- 
particular  notice— A  large  attar'tomh,  believed  to  he  ihat 
'jfSt.  Pridiswida,  surmounted  by  a  shriue.     On  the  flat  surface 
of  tliis  monument  are  the  marks  of  some  brasses,  now  lost,  two  of 
which  appear  to  have  represented  human  figures  at  full  length, 
7be  shrine  in  which  the  presumed  relic  is  preserved  is  lol'ly,  and 
ily  adorned  with  tracery  work.     The  lower   division    is   of 
and  the  two  upper  compartments  are  of  wood,  carved  iu 
same  fashion.      With  the  story  of  St,  Fridiswida  the  reailer 
lias  become  acquainted  in  our  general  view  of  the  History  of  lli« 
City  and  University.      This  holy  maid  died  October   19.  740, 
jVid  her  sbrine  is  said  to  have  hceu  first  placed  iu  a  chapel  on 


the 
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pAntli  a  dunghill,  where  it  lay  until  XHG},  vhen  it  wrb  n-stored 
Kti  its  former  Bituallon  with  much  ceremony.  At  the  same  time 
ptte  reputed  hours  of  St,  Pridiswida  were  rrmoved  from  the  silken 
■pigs  in  which  they  had  tntely  reposed,  and  "  were  orilered  I* 
Be  mixed  ami  interred  in  the  name  grave  nith  those  of  Martyr's 
HHfe,  l0  prevent  the  power  of  distinaruistiiTig  them,  shuaH  the  age 
nlr  ■uperatitimi  retuni.  But  whether  these  bnties  «ere  ileposited 
Mil  the  spot  where  Martyr's  wife  whs  6rHt  hurled,  or  undent  what 
L|l  now  shewn  as  the  monument  of  HI.  Fridiswida,  seems  donbt- 

Im." 

■  '   Nenr  to  the  shrine  of  St,   Fridiswida  is  the  rich  monument  of 

■  I»dy  Elizabeth  MonUcnte*,  who  died  in  1303,  with  her  efDgy 
ft  ftt  tlie  cmlum«  of  tlie  tiroc.  Her  drcse,  evtn  down  to  (he  wrists, 
Kb«(iBmelled  with  gold  nnd  the  dilFcrcnt  coluum  expressive  of  no* 
Ilntty. 

B*  In  tlie  eatne  range  is  Ihe  lomb  of  fiuimonil,  thn  first  prior, 

■  ■ith  bia  ettiej  in  a  n-romhenl  posture,  Ihe  fret  reslin^  on  a  lion. 

■  Vfae  robes  of  his  dress  Iihvl*  been  richly  eolonrtit,  and  spotted  with 
K^d.  He  had  been  chnpUin  to  King  Henry  I.  ai>d  died  in 
i«l49. 

B*  No insCripttou  remains  oneilher  of  Ihene  monuments;  hnt  many 
jMiicnt  nstnea  of  a  more  rceetit  date  stand  recorded  on  variooa 
■Mitigaons  tablets. 

B^'The  aoeieot  painted  windowR  of  Clirisl  Chnrch  were  chiefly  re- 

Mmed  when  tiie  internal  nlltnitions  look  place  in  IG30  ;  but  the 

Mm  windows  then  pinoed  in  their  room  were  mueh  injured  by 

Bk  <anat!C«  in  the  civil  war.     Some,  however,  were  preserved; 

MiMHig  which  are  tbre<  by  Abraham  Van  Lingc:  the  subjects,  the 

^VKtniction  of  8odum  and  Gomorrah  ;  Christ  disputing  with  the 

Doctors ;  «nd  the  Story  of  Jonah.      In  addition  to  these  must 

be  remarked  a  window  in  the  north  aisle,  expressive  of  the  dc* 

livery  of  SL   Peter  from  Pnsotj,  esecuteU  by  Isaac  Oliver,  at 

the  age  of  eighty-foar,  and  a  portrait  on  glass,  of  Robert  King, 

the 

jriory.    Rlie  prrimled  Ihi^  niFiidnw  on  wbick 
itl  I  npperlainiog  id  Clirlit  Church  ba>c  beta  litice  fariDri). 


I  *  Alibrml  beaerscli 

^^^^Hks  fine  nntli  npperlo 
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the  first  Bishop  of  Oxford.  This  portrait  was  placed  in  its  pre« 
sent  sitoation  (tlie  window  immediately  over  his  monument)  soon 
after  the  bishop's  deaths  and  was  remoTod  during  the  rage  of  the 
fanatical  war.  The  colouring  is  extremely  vivid  and  the  whole 
piece  finely  executed. 

The  chapel  in  which  Latin  prayers  are  read  opens  into  the 
eastern  cloister.  This  uohle  room  is  believed  to  have  beien  built 
in  the  rei&^  of  Henry  111.  and  contains  many  estimable  por« 
traits.  Choir  service  is  performed  in  the  cathedral  *  every  day 
during  term. 

Few  rooms  are  more  impressively  august  than  the  lfa2/ of  Christ 
Church,  which  was  entirely  built  under  the  direction  of  Wolsey. 
This  grand  rt;fectory  is  115  feet  long,  by  40  in  width;  and  is  fifty 
feet  in  height.  The  ceiling  is  of  Irish  oak,  bdantifally  carved,  with 
such  occasional  insertions  of  gilding  as  give  alternate  lustre  and 
relief,  while  they  do  not  detract  from  the  sober  majesty  of  the 
general  efiect.  The  windows  are  of  intersected  Gothic,  and  one, 
in  a  recess  on  the  southern  side,  is  among  the  finest  specimens  of 
that  mode  of  architectural  disposal.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
hall  is  an  ascent  of  three  stcjis,  and  the  wliole  flooring  is  com- 
posed of  stone.  The  sides  are  of  panuelled  wainscot;  bat  the 
great  ornament  of  these  consists  in  an  extensive  collection  of 
portraits,  among  wiiich  are  many  that  afford  equal  interest  from 
subject  and  style  of  execution:  The  following  appear  to  be  the 
most  strilciug  :— an  original  half-length  of  Wolsey,  with  a  per- 
spective view  of  the  hall  introduced  tlirougli  a  window  in  the 
corner  of  the  picture.  A  fine  whole  length  of  Henry  YIH; 
Queen  Elizabeth,  drawn  with  a  slender  waist,  an  immense  hoop, 
and  the  sleeves  of  her  dress  thickly  padded.  The  face  is  that 
of  middle  life,  and  is  far  from  unplcasing.     She  has  in  her  hand 

one 

•  Spacioas  asiithc  church  whicTi  Henry  VIII.  lhou:;ht  worthy  to  be  con- 
HitaUd  a  cathedral,  it  nas  too  contracted  for  the  magnificent  views  of  Wolsey; 
■nd  he  had,  accordingly,  1  egun  to  erect  a  new  church,  or  chapel,  on  the  north 
tide  of  hi«  quadrangle,  the  foundation  of  which  may  be  now  traced  in  the 
g^irdeiis  Attached  to  that  di\isiuii« 
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(tT  tLme  flUia  of  fcatliers  which  were  constret^teil  ilnrin^  her 
fcign  with   BO  liiili-h  cost  Bud  detii^ncy.      This,  picliire  was  pre- 
■eoteil  liy  Ixtrd  Dartmoulh,  in  whoKe  Tumily  it  h:id  bi^n  loitg  pre- 
but  tlio  artist  is  not  known.     Complon,  Bishop  of  Lon- 
by  Sir  Pel«r  Leiy ;  a  fine  porlrait,  the  fiirure  sedate,  and 
colouring  chaste.     Bishop  Saiindcrson,  an  ori|;Jnnl,  liy  Rilej. 
DK  Dushy,  hJH  hnnd  uo  a  Ixiok,  and  n  pnpil  in  attundaiicc.     This 
u,  perhaps,  the  must  allrarlivc  portrait  in  the  hull.     The  fiice 
paesi'SSKS  more  of  judgment  than  severity  ;  the  colouring  is  warm, 
and  the  whole  picture  replete  with  chamcler  and  animation. 
The  roof  of  the  stairway  which  leads  to  the  hall  is  vaalt«^, 
ornamented  with  bold  and  beButifu)  varieties  of  Gothic  em- 
lishmeot     This  roof  is  supported  hy  a  single  pillar,  calculated 
account  of  its  slender  dimensions,  rather  than  to 
correspondent  splendour  to  the  effect  of  the  whole. 
Under  llie  hall  is  conslractrd  the  common  room,  in  which  nr^ 
■CTerat  good  portraits,  and  a  bunt  of  Dr.  Baaby,  by  Rysbach. 

The  building  formed  in  I'eckwater  Square,  for  (he  original  in- 

Intion  of  u  library  alone,  is  now  divided  into  two  ranges,  in 

upper  of  which  are  reposited  the   nuraerons   and  valuable 

(■  belonging  to  the  society ;  and  in  the  lower  is  pinced  an. 

cxtemire  collection  of  pictures  bequeathed  to  Clirist  Church  bjr 

fi«aerBl  Gnise. 

The  port  used  as  a  libmry  is  141   feet  long;  thirty  feet  wide; 

thirty-seven  feet  high.     On  one  side  is  a  gallery,  and  oven 

every  clnns  of  books  are  symbols,  in  slucco,  allusive  to  that  pecn- 

branch  of  literature,  well  imagined,  and  beautifully  executed- 

ceiling,  also,  is  richly  omamenlird  with  sliirco  work,  and  tha 

are  adorned  with  an  ex(|niBite  bust  of  IMnrms  Modius, 

fhysician,  now  cbielly  known  hy  lliis  sculptured  RCmhlance  of 

conulcDRnce,  and  with  a  statue  of  a  female  figure  resting  th<t 

DD  a  boy's  shoulder.      This  latter  piece  is   likewise  line, 

and  was  brought  from  nbroad  by  a  l^itr  student  of  Christ  f'hcrcb. 

The  bonks  contained  in  Ibis  very  splendid  room  ar<;  supposed  ta 

fotta  one  %f  Ui«  best  collectioot  iu  the  kingdom ;  and  the  pm- 
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tuibin  oorrectniett  of  sudi  a  suppofiitioD  mual  be  allowed  vben  ve 
oWrvu  lliat  nmoiitc  thf  conlribaturs  are  to  be  named  Barton, 
(Butlior  flf  tlie  AuHtomy  of  Mt-lnncliolj  ;)  Dean  Aldricli,  Bishop 
l-Vll.  Dr.  MraJ,  Clinrle*  Bojie,  Earl  of  Orrery  »,  and  Dr.  Wake, 
Arditiishop  of  Canlcrbtirj.  The  library  in  bIbo  ridi  in  mapuaoripte, 
IttiutB,  and  cmnti. 

The  whole  ground-floor  of  the  building  is  occupied  by  tho 
pailU^ls  btqucfttbrd  Ui  Christ  Churrh,  by  Brigadier  General 
Gain,  in  1765,  This  eslcnwe  collection  «bs  formed  by  the 
gciHTsl  ■!  an  iMnense  espesM,  and  consists  almost  entirely  of 
tmkt  by  Um  ancwat  MMten.  So  ^rand  an  assemblage  of  pic- 
tuRc  4t«m«  ■arc  allcslioa  tloa  our  limits  vill  allow.  Piece* 
«ai«  ft*m  liM  fmeii  of  Itefhad,  Ontdo,  Titian,  the  Carsoct, 
(a.  an  mi^i  I  «■  rtvf  sMe;  hat  oar  notice  of  tbeir  claims  oa 
aiwnNMB  HHt  McnMrily  he  wliiiwt  to  a  very  few  subjects. 

■  Aiimmvt  haiMiBg  aHottrd  to  the  reception  of 
m4  iMla  tw«  noms  ;  and  over  the  chief 
A  «f  the  Uhenl  Jooor,  by  Bncon.  Among 
nl  VB  the  right  are  the  following  ;— 
TkMt  Udiwa  ttaidyug  Mimm,  hj  Titian,  the  colouring  beHutiful, 
Mi  Uw  b^  thnwa  ia  with  bmIi  Micily.  A  dying  Magdalen. 
wf>r"f4«4  by  ClMnhs,  by  DaveaicfaiDo.  Dreadfully  fine!  Death 
i»  »•  e*«Ty  liiie  of  the  espirio;  fisare,  and  tbe  alternate  wonder 
•**  ft«h-<»lai>red  pkyhhtcK  cxpreaaed  in  the  feces  of  the 
ehiiuU  pr»di»cc  a  strikiaf  coutnut.  A  most  ghastly  Mednsa'a 
■**4  by  lUhMM,  the  chaiactcr  that  of  discusting  anile  jocoae- 
*MM>  aad  Ihw  snake*  a'^peahn^  to  hiss  as  tfa^y  curl  round  th« 
hWTOKs  Icmplrs.  A  Dneent  Inm  tbe  Cross,  by  Corregio.  He- 
""♦•  •!  the  Well,  and  Abraham's  aerranl  presenting  her  with 

Kb««.  U-ta,  by  UwAo. 
0\cr  the  door  of  tl>«  left  bund  room  is  placed  a  bust  of  the  late 
•*0|t  of  Uurbtin,  hy  Bscon.     Amon^  the  many   fine  paintings 
Mi 


''^''''l''"  TOnHlbmio"  rontiiwdoftenlliouMndTolL™?!.    Ills  noble 
"'«<4*Sot  psiniadly  mMU.  b  hn  h^  ai  Amt.  Om  •litMliM  ofltw 
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'tin^  are  twn  ]>ortnits,  by  Titian,  of  ■  Venetian  noEIc- 
nui,  and  tlie  great  Dnkc  D'AKa:  llii;  features  of  tlie  litter 
poiaess  bU  the  muiiile  frigidity  to  lie  expected  from  liin  clisrao- 
Ut.  A  BoplioiiiHfm.  by  Domeiiichioo,  tlie  fi;>ures  as  large  as  life. 
The  colouritig  of  ihia  piece  is  remarkably  warm,  and  the  expres- 
■ion  fine.  Tlie  Martyrdom  of  St.  Laurence,  by  Tiutnretto.  Tliis 
is  a  large  picture,  and  aome  of  the  fibres  are  eminently  good, 
but  the  iiihject  is  not  sufficiently  dignified  in  all  its  bearioga  to 
allow  of  any  resemblance  of  sobtiinity  in  general  eSect.  The 
moment  of  aetiou  chosen  by  Tiutorelto  is  tbat  in  which  St.  Iau< 
r«nce  in  tamed  on  the  gridiron  by  the  application  of  nn  inatru- 
nent  to  his  thigh.  Lest  the  spectator  should  fail  to  objicrvc  that 
the  aaint  vns  g^dually  martyred,  a  small  pair  of  bellows  is  in- 
troduced in  the  fore-gronnd.  Our  Saviour's  List  Supper  with 
bis  Disciples,  by  the  same  master,  displays  more  taste  und  judg- 
ment. In  this  piece  the  candle-li^rht  tints  arc  extremely  well 
disposed.  The  I'uiiiily  of  the  Caraci.'i,  rejireseiited  in  a  butcher's 
shop,  by  Annibtil  Coracci.  This  large  and  eccentric  picture  is 
replete  with  spirit,  character,  and  fidelity,  SL  Elizabeth,  with 
8t.  John,  when  a  child,  niusin;;  u[ior  a  cross  made  of  reeds,  by 
Lioaardu  di  Vinci.  The  fleah  !tnd  drapery  fine;  but  the  faces 
are  perhaps  ilefirieut  in  that  loveliness  so  necessary  to  the  adorn- 
nent  of  niv  esiiUed  relii;ians  subject.  A  Madona,  by  Raphael, 
iu  his  firsl  manner,  ft  is  impossible  to  iguU  this  collection 
without  noticing  a  half-length  portriiit  of  Oeiiiral  Guise,  by  Siv 
Joshna   Reynulds.     The  colonring  and  expression  are  truly  ex* 


P       of  Ut 


L 


'ho  entrance -passage  and  Btair-cas4  of  the  library  ore  cii- 
with  many  pieces  of  sculpture,  among  which  are  a  statue 
of  Locke,  by  RoubilUac,  und  busts  of  George  I.  and^It.  Dr. 
Trevor.  Bishop  of  Durham;  Dr.  Freind;  Archbishops  Boulter 
anil  Rubtusou.  and  Dr.  Frcwen.  The  latter  bust,  by  Roubilliac, 
is  particularly  line.  The  dryness  and  wrinkles  of  extreme  old 
■^  itre  happily  expressed;  llic  pupil  of  the  eye  is  evidently 
d«adeucd,  and  the  sight  grown  dim. 
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The  Thc&Ire  oE  Anato«>,  faandad  and  eaioiici,  m  fa&s  btcri 
bufere  staled,  hy  Dr.  Lee,  plijsician  to  Kin^  George  II.  coiilima 
•  IToikI  ciillectinn  ef  ■aaiuiaicol  pmparatiana.  The  gTaiiuda  ap- 
periajuing  Id  Chriat  Church  are  very  Que;  and  line  chH'f  valk, 
it  ((uarlcr  of  a,  tnile  in  Un^tk,  shmlcd  willi  rims  on  either  atAa, 
Mens  cijiuUly  caK'irlated  for  tlie  •nimnenC  «f  th*  collf  ^'u  uiid  iSm 
Vte  of  Ihfl  students. 

I  A  Kaiistaclnry  aucncnt  of  tha  men  of  iplendid  fortune  anil  cmt' 
wmA  acquirctnents  «h«  have  {ira'itcd  hji  the  taamed  tiistitiitMB 
•f  Clirist  Church,  woiiU  occupy  the  «bole  of  m  exlensire  vo- 
lume. From  the  tarlJebt  period  at  its  perinnncnt  feuiidntion,  tbia 
Oollf  ^  haa  been  tlio  resort  of  many  nmcug;  iJic  prime  of  the  Etig'- 
Mnh  oobilily  niitl  ^ntiy.  The  pnlptt,  the  senate,  tho  learned 
jwoftifiioiis,  mil!  nearly  every  class  «f  votitc  literature,  hsvo 
rtetiteA  moig  of  their  bri^litcat  <mwnie»ts  from  the  great  Car- 
^{■rI'b  iastitntion.  A  few  only  mn  be  mentioned  in  tbe  preHeab 
f  nfCts ;  btit  ninst  of  the  fnUowins  names  have  so  miiny  rivals  in 
vurtll,  that  tbe  sirlcclicin  «ouU  alino<)t  appear  to  be  invuliou*  ; 
Dr.  Fell,  Uiehop  of  Oxford;  Demi  Alilrieh;  Atterbnry,  Btsbop 
af  Bocbcsler;  Dr.  Rnbert  South;  Archbishop  Wuke;  Bdvard 
SM:kville,  Earl  of  Oortict ;  I.ard  Lyttelton;  WIlHam,  Ear]  Maiw 
field;  LonI  Boliii^brokc;  Charles  Boyle,  Earl  of  Orrery;  Vil- 
licrs,  Duke  of  Bnchingliam ;  Sir  Philip  Sidney;  Sir  ThomM 
Bsamer;  LOCKE;  the  learned  ami  indefati^ble  C'amdcH,  nha 
aertaiiily  prAfileil  much  by  the  labonrs  of  Leiand,  but  wbos« 
Btrtannia  must  »lrl)  |ic  coosidCTed  a  prodigy  ;  Dr.  Fretnd  j  Ca- 
taubon  ;  Fenn,*  the  fuiirider  of  Feiinsylvaniu.  Among  tbe  per- 
snn  chi(4y  velchraletl  for  pontical  genius,  tre  find  Ben  Jonson ; 
OtWmy ;  llaiidelpir ;  Erfmoud  Snilh,  a  rlniwical  \rriter  and  ele^nt 
ntiolv)  fiiliiu't  Wi-ut;  John  Philipa;  and  Geors^e  OolmHR. 
I  Tn  tliK  number  of  ^tadcnts  named  by  the  last  charter,  ane  haa 
fhitv  beon  added  by  th«  liberality  «f  William  Tbur«lon,  Esq.  of 
JuHidon.  No  other  clmTii.'e  lus  taken  place  in  the  cDnstilution  of 
1  tliiB 

•  Tliii  ahtt,  hat  cci-cnlfir,  iviari,  wni  a  cftramoftor  of  Clirirt  Ctureb,  but 


J 
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iM*  wO^e,  except   lliat  Qneen  Elizaibeth   direct«<),  id  1561, 

tlut  there  should  be  an  annual  dection  froin  W ex' minster- vcbool. 

Tfae  otber  vacancies  are  filled  at  the  optioti  o(  tlie  Dean  and 

er.    Tbe  society  now  i-unsists  (iridcptjidently  of  the  bis)io{> 

i  his  arclidcacon,  sb  nsraed  in  the  charter,)  of  u  dean,*  eight 

Nis,  one  hundred  and  one  students,  three   profcBsars,  eiarht 

VdaplaJns,  and  a  suitable  choir.     There  in  no  viiJlar  but  the  king, 

IwperMPi  appointed  by  him. 
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laista  principally  or  one  quadrangle,  the  front  of  which  is  320 
t  in  length.  The  chief  gate  of  entrance  is  placed  in  the  cen- 
,  and  is  suruionnted  by  a  tower  of  imposing  magnificence. 
I'Vfce  two  fa^ts  of  this  tower  are  of  Etinilar  const  ruction  ;  the  base- 
t  rustic,  and  then  ensues  a  pliuth,  on  which  arc  raiacd 
IK  of  the  Ionic  order,  supporting  a  sctnicirciilnr  peJimetil, 
§'«mainented  with  anoorial  bearing«  and  various  festoons.  A  bk- 
t  at  the  top  bestows  much  lightiiesii  on  the  whole.  The 
f  of  tie  gateway  is  arched,  and  finely  adorned  with  the  amis 
^W  twneinetors.  This  tower  anil  gateway  are  beautiful  as  sep^ 
it  objectfl,  but  each  extensive  lateral  range  of  front  is  Gotbis, 
K%jtli  aa  emhaltlcd  parapet ;  and  thus  the  eye  is  indelibly  otrended 
Ity  m  hKoDsistency  destructive  of  all  particular  attraction. 

,  The  interior  of  the  quadrangle  is  nearly  a  parallelogram  of  13d 

iinple,  uniform,  and  pleasing.   The  chapel,  which  oc- 

^e  portion  of  one  side,  is  a  neat  and  solid  Gothic 

re ;  and  the  adjoining  reaidence  of  the  rector,  though  a 

Mlera  erection,  is  judicioDsly  made  to  correspond  with  the  chti* 

Kwcter  uf  the  aurroLinding  architecture.     The  hall  is  ascended  by 

Iftdiglit  ef  Bt«pg,  and  agrees  with  the  other  parts  of  the  quadran- 

n  ptMUeaaing  an  embattled  parapet. 

*■  hi  Although 

'  *  Tbc  DuDCtjr  of  Chriil  Chnicli  liai  liccn  uiuiiljy  ittended  hIiIi  [irons- 
foa  ID  »  biibopric,  and  ii  oflau  illeifetl  X9  ht  held  in  Cgigmi'itfa"!  bj  Ulc 
a  w  promoted. 
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. '  Alfliongb  Uq  cliitf  biiililiiig:it  of  tliia  cuUege  now  eriiMie  w 
much  dtuinible  regularily  of  disposal,  it  iloe8  not  appear  that 
any  sach  eoiui^Uix-y  of  arcliitcctuTal  donigii  romicd  a  part  of  tlie 
foniider's  schrmc.  Additions  have  beeji  made  as  iucideoUl 
liberality  affoniu'l  means;  :ind,  Iherclore,  ou  the  wbnlc,  grvat 
giraise  is  due  to  tliosc  nho  have  Euperin tended  the  augmcotaUon 
of  the  structure. 

This  college  was  roiindi:d  by  Waller  de  Staplcdou,  Bishop  of 
£\etcr,  nboiit  tlie  yc.ir  Iltl5,  and  is  intimately  blended  with 
another  well-inlinded  foDudaliaii  from  the  same  hand,  ttiat  of 
llert,  ot  Hurl,  Hnll,  now  termed  Heitfnrd  College. 
_,  WbU(  r  dc  StnplednD  iltBCeiidcd  fii>m  u  good  ftiiuily,  and  it 
ifiuscd  lo  lian'  beeu  bom  at  Auoeiy,  near  Grtal  'Vomatilon, 
levonshire.  He  vas  advanced  to  the  hiiihopric  of  ExcUr  in 
;  and  by  Ktni;  Edward  II.  lie  wns  appointed  lord- Ire uurer. 
mployed  iu  many  tteighty  matters  of  stale :  lint,  when 
t  royal  houscUold  [>ursued  separate  iuteresta,  and  the  ainiater 
Bigiis  of  the  ijuecn  became  apparent,  De  Slaplcdon  adhered  to 
I  ill -fated  master,  .ind,  coiixc<|uerttly,  fell  a  victim  to  part}'  fury. 
t  was  sriicd  by  the  deluded  populace  on  October  IS.  1330, 
^U  kc  was  wnlkinu'  iu  a  publir  street  of  Lond'iu,  and  wob  b<j. 
hiailcd  by  Ihcm  u>«r  tlie  north  door  of  HL  I'axl's  clmreh.  His 
body  waK  conlumeUoiisly  buried  in  a  heap  of  sand,  at  the  back  nf 
liis  owti  bansG  uear  Temple-bar;  but  a  raonainent  has  sincc-bccn 
cwtstiucLud  lo  the  honour  of  his  memory  in  Exeter  cathedral,  by 
the  rector  uud  fellows  of  this  college. 

t.  It  wa«  ia  the  year  1312  that  Bishop  Stapledon  Grxl  emoed 
mlity  of  intention  in  regard  to  the  University  of  Oxford. 
Bl  then  purchaseJ  Hert-hali,  and  a  contiguous  messuage,  for 
I  nccoiniuodatino  of  twelve  scholars ^  but,  three  jcarH  aftcr- 
,  ho  procurcfi  (iremises  on  the  site  of  the  present  college, 
nvod  the  rector  t^nd  scholars,  though  he  etill  retained 
i  privilege*  of  the  orij^inal  foundation  charter,  and  appeared  lo 
uidor  the  former  iiiEtilutiou  an  a  pennauetit  <i|ipL'rida^('  to  tli« 
Areordlii;;  to  the  statutes  new  delivered,  the  witjety  «iia 
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to  consist  of  thirUeD  persons,  one  to  be  ia:riructed  in  canon-kw» 
jor  theology,  ind  the  others  in  philosophy.  Eight  were  16  be 
^hesen  from  Devonshire,  and  fonr  from  Cornwall. 

New  bene^M^tors  soon  arose ;  and,  in  1404,  Edmund  Stafibrd, 
Bishop  of  Exeter,  altered  the  statutes  and  added  two  fellow- 
ships  firon  the  dioeese  of  Salisbury,  besides  presenting*  upwards 
of  two  hundred  marks,  in  money,  and  many  books  and  orna- 
flsentSf  to  the  library  and  chapel. 

Sir  William  Petre,  (founder  of  the  noble  house  distingniahad 
by  his  uaaie,)  was  likewise  a  benefactor  of  eminence.  This  able 
statesman  concerned  himself  so  little  with  factions  politics  that 
he  Iband  employment  in  the  four  dissimilar  courts  of  Henry  VIIL 
Edward  VI.  and  the  two  sisters,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  A  largt 
portion  of  the  wealth  accumulated  by  his  unremittini^  exerttdna 
he  dedicated  to  such  acts  of  liberality  as  wera  calculated  to  ad« 
▼anoe  the  solid  interests  of  his  country.  In  regard  to  Exetw 
College^  he  fouuded  eight  fellowships,  from  five  specified  coon- 
ties,  CMT  from  any  others'  in  which  he  or  his  d(>sceudants  miglil 
possess  estates.  Sir  William  Pelr^  also,  procured  a  new  body 
of  statutes  fer  the  college,  and  a  regular  deed  of  incdbporation. 

Among  other  benefactors  of  note  must  be  mentioned  King 
Charles  I.  who  endowed  one  fellowship ;  Sir  John  A  ok  land,  who 
contributed  towards  the  improvement  of  the  buildings,  and  to 
other  useful  purposes;  Samuel  Hill,  rector  of  Warlcgan,  in 
Cornwall,  the  fouuder  of  four  scholavsliips,  two  from  Devon- 
shire, and  two  from  Cornwall  ;  Sir  Joini  Maynard,  who  insti- 
tuted two  lectures,  the  one  in  Divinity,  and  the  other  on  the 
Oriental  languages ;  Lady  Shicrs,  of  Sly  field- house  in  Surrey^ 
and  Dr.  George  Hakcwill. 

There  was  not  any  chapt^t  comprrliended  in  the  foundation 
of  Bishop  Stapledon,  but  .the  society  speedily  obtained  a  licence 
to  erect  one,  and  the  buildint;;  Mas  completed  in  the  year  1326, 
In  1624,  this  structure  >^as  cnuvcrted  into  a  library;  and,  in 
the  same  year,  the  present  c!m|iei  (ulnch  was  be^un  in  16'22) 
was  fintKhed,  chiefly  at  the  expense  of  Dr.  Hakcwill.    This  is  a 

L  3  neat 
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*  neat  edilice,  uid  possesses  the  peculiarity  of  /too  a'nJe*.  It  is 
fHVghW  by  eight  Gotbic  niadnws,  on  each  at  which  is  inscribed 
I    "  Domut  mea  Domus  Orationiii,"  the  iext  chosen  by   llie  ccW- 

•  fral«d  Dr.  Prideauic,  who  prcHctied  the  consecralion  Mrnion. 
f  The  ceiltDg  is  arched,  and  painted  to  imitate  inttrai^cteil  groio- 
'work.  Id  the  sooth  aialc  is  a  gnr>d  portrait  of  Dr.  Halifwill, 
.  'placed  there  at  hia  own  riHjurst. 

"^  The  hall  IB  a  handsome  Gothic  building,  erected  by  Sir  Jotin 
AAckland  in  the  early  part  of  the  Bevcnleentli  century.  The 
I  roof  and  screen  are  of  carved  oak ;  the  siilea  are  ornameAtcd 
'•fcy  srvernl  portraits,  amoDC  which  are  two  of  the  founder,  the 
•<ene  ancient,  and  the  other  painted  and  presentcil  by  Peters  in 
-   1780. 

>  The  premature  death  of  Bishop  Slapledon  caused  bii  bniilda- 
^on  to  be  left  in  so  incomplete  n  state,  that  the  College  pos- 
••  KHsed  no  library  till  about  the  year  13S3,  when  a  small  room 
was  erectcil  for  the  reception  of  the  many  valuable  hooka  be- 
'  ^eathed  to  the  society.  This  room,  though  subsMioeDtly  en- 
krgcd,  was  found  too  liniiled  in  general  plan  for  ita  intended 
purpose,  and  the  hooks  vierc  removed,  aa  has  been  ali-cndy  oh- 
■ervcd,  to  the  original  chupel ;  hut,  in  n09,  an  accidental  6ie 
contiamed  the  interior  of  that  building  and  the  principal  part  of 
the  works  there  deposited.  1  his  ravage  was  tjuickly  repaired  am 
ht  as  wae  practicable  ■  and,  in  177S,  a  complete  new  libmry  woa 
•rected  ;  at  which  time  the  old  chapel  (tlie  only  remaining  pari 
«r  the  original  buildings)  was  pulled  down.  The  plan  of  the 
Bodeni  edifice  was  given  by  the  Rev.  William  Crowe,  the  pre- 
sent pnhlic  orator.  This  building  is  judicionsly  sedate  and  plain, 
ind  contains,  among  other  valuable  articlea,  a  fine  collection  of 
Aldine  claasics. 

Beyond  the  qnadranglc  are  gardens,  hi^iily  a^eeable,  and 
disposed  with  much  tnHtt-. 

'■  Exeter  Coilegc,"  sajs  Fulk-r,  io  ills  Chnrih  History,  "con- 
■isteth  chiefly  of  Cornish  and  Devonshire  men,  the  gentry  of 
vbicb  latter,  Qneeu  Elizabeth  used   to   say,  were  courtiers  by 

the. 
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~  tMr  hUtk.  And,  ai  tltese  wcKtera  mea  do  bear  away  the  bell  lor 
migkt  mnA  »lei|^lit  iii  wresiling,  so  tlie  }>ciiDHarE  here  hate  at- 
wayes  «oi)ai11ed  iLL-matket  nitb  credit  ill  jtalattra  lileraria.'' 
Btmni  af  ibe  uaioai  bow  subjoiued,  «b  furming  a  part  of  tb« 
cnhwHt  perionB  voniiecUit  ttitii  ibia  boaae,  pieaaintfly  eonfins 
Uus  ttoth  of  Fallei  'a  ubserraUoD  :~Dr.  Prideaux,  Biabop  of  Wor> 
MBler,  a  man  of  grnat  kanting.  atid  wn  eitljitiMve  writer;*  Aroti- 
4ialiop  Seckor;  Kir  John  Fuiteaeuc,  one  «f  the  ablest  liiwy«n  <l( 
tlie  fifteenth  <:«4ttury ;  U«nry  Gary,  l«rd  Falkland ;  tbo  frallktil 

■  J«lDea,  Dulce  Hamilbiii,  aaorifioed  (ar  hisHttodiment  loCltarlca  l.j 
Air  Sinoii  fiaskenille,  the  laodt  popntar  pbyatcian  of  Ibe  sevMi- 

'  leentli  century  ;  Sir  John  Dodilriiii^e,  juilite  and  antitiunry  ;  Dii^ 
gtrj  Whcarc,  th^  firat  Camdiii  professor;  L»rd  Chlof-Jnaiice 
Ibttle ;  Hiitiry  Corey,  aceond  Earl  of  Monmouth,  on  elegant 
•cholar  and  writer;  Aslliony  Aililey  Cooper,  Lord  ShnftBalmry; 
Mnatidrt.ll,  the  travellar;  Upton,  editor  <if  EpictetaM,  and  com* 
aentotor  ou  Stiakipearc,  ^ 

Tke  preaetrt  tnemfaerB  of  this  aociety  are  A  rector,  twentyfiwe 
fellows,  one  stltoliir,  vlio  is  Bible  cJGrk,  and  len  e)kbibitturi>.t>. 


HERTFORD  COl.LEGii. 

In  OTW  preceding:  ntrtiee  nf  Exrtcr  Collecre  we  buvvobscrvd  ibsit 

fibhop  Stapledon  fimt  placed  Iris  csltiblish merit  nt  Hertford  (cor- 

niptly  Hm-t,  or  Hart,]  Hall,  When  be  removtd  Ihesrbotars  of  hit 

L  4  foundftlion. 


•  Dr.  Pridi 
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.QUI  monej 

Befrn  lie  repsi™)  In  Oiford  li?  Iwil  HiHucc"*rfiiriy  endrivaiirMl  ttt  pTBcut* 
dw  appaintmeni  of  Paiisli  cleri  al  tijbinruw,  in  UeToiuliinI  lie  tras.  Die 
to<w  Time,  cnplo^il  u  a  ihciiIbI  in  llie  ki'clitu  o(  B(cl«[  College.  WJiil* 
■O  «i|igrd  lii9  ptampliicti  »iul  dili^riico  illiaclcd  I)ie  iiniice  of  the  fi.'lloiri, 
and  tliejr  took  liini  intu  prurcclion,  scsreelj  niirc  In  liii  hmiuur  rhi.n  ihei* 
own.  U/ King  Churlet  J.  lie  nil  nom'jiated  (o  die  biitiopric  oi' Wurcea- 
Mt,  but  Ihc  ipcedy  iicciiiiiinc^  af  (ha  nwatiHl  p»tiy  praveuud 
ins  (he  rruiti  uf  lii>  I'rouioiiuw 
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foandation,  Hcrt  Hnll  Btill  continued  open  as  a  place  ai  edaeaAlna. 
Tlie  powLT  of  namiDg  the  principals  was  Tested  in  tiie  mcmben 
of  Exeter  College  uotil  the  year  1740,  when  Dr.  Newton  (llien 
principal)  obuiaed  a  royal  charter  for  converting-  the  Hall  into  a 
perpetoal  Coll^^ ;  the  society  to  consist  of  a  principal ;  bur  to- 
nior,  and  eight  junior,  fcHowB ;  eight  prnbationary  students; 
twenty-four  actual  students,  and  four  achalarx.  To  this  nev 
foundation  he  ga*e  the  title  of  Hertford  Collee^e,  but  directed  in 
.the  atatutea  that  any  other  name  might  he  affixed  by  a  more  exten- 
-  atve  bcnefBctor.  Such  a  friend,  however,,  has  not  arisen.  The  i 
buildings  remain  incomplvtc,  and  tlie  college  has  been  withoots 
principal  since  the  year  1805. 

According  to  the  plan  of  Dr.  Nenlon  the  whole  stmclare  waa 
.to  form  u  quadrangle,  containing  a  chapel,  hall,  and  library,  the 
principal's  lodginga,  and  aparlmenls  for  the  society.  But  he 
«nly  succeeded  in  building  the  ctiitpcil,  the  principal's  Inilgingr, 
and  u  small  portion  on  the  south-cast  of  the  intended  ijuadran- 
glu.  No  patl  of  these  acenis  likely  to  lie  interesting  in  deaertp- 
tioa. 

Of  the  ancient  appendages  to  Hert  Hall,  the  refectory,  huilt  in  . 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  old  principal's  lodginga,  with  a  kit- 
ehcn  and  some  chambers  over  them,  and  the  gateliouse,  above 
which  is  a  tihrary,  are  still  remaining. 

Although  now  comparativE'ly  deserted,  this  spot  lias  produced 
sonic  eraiiieut  men,  among  whom  wc  maul  name  the  amiable  and 
elegant  Lord  Buckhunt,  iin  able  slalesmau,  and  author  of  Gnr- 
Itodnc,  the  first  Kuglish  tragedy  in  blank  verse;  Silden  ;  Dr. 
Donne,  the  satirist  [arter wards  removed  to  Cambridge;)  Sir  Wil- 
liain  Waller,  the  Parliamentary  general ;  Sir  Richard  Baker,  th* 
Chronicler.  Aud,  even  since  Hert  Hall  has  become  a  nomiual 
College,  it  has  atTorded  education  to  one  of  tic  most  distinguish" 
eil  stutesniun  of  modern  times,  CharUa  James  Fox. 
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JESliS  COLLEGE 


fu  founded  by  Queen  Elixubeth,  bnt  the  idea  of  tho  (bunda- 
did  not  originate  witli  that  sovereign,  and  tlic  College  is  not 
h  iidebted  to  ber  bounty. 

•  Hugh  ip  Rice,  or  Price,  &  nntivr  of  Brecknock,  wbo  vae  edu- 
«tted  at  Owuey  Abbey,  and  was  afterwRrds  a  doctor  of  civil  lav, 
4kiA  Prebendary  of  Rochester,  and  Trensurer  of  SI.  David'a,  ob- 
.Mtrbg  that  his  couutrjmen  "ere  scarcely  ever  noticed  in  colle- 
giate «idowineittn.  formed  the  generous  design  of  instituting  Kit 
■itatltihiient  at  Oxford  peculiarly  for  their  benefit.  In  pnrsit- 
^■■co  of  this   intention,   he  intreated  Queen  Elizabeth  "  to  found 

•  College,  on  which  he  might  bestow  a  certain  property."  Th" 
qveeo  acceded  to  his  witih,  and  granted  a  charter  of  foundation. 
)dil«d  Jane  27th  1571,  by  which  the  society  vrh  directed  to'coii' 
nrt  «f  a  principal,  eip;ht  fellows,  and  eight  scholnrs,  for  the  main- 
tenanceof  whom  Dr.  Price  was  permitted  to  convey  estates  to  Ihe 
yearly  value  of  1601.  He,  likewise,  bestowed  upwards  of  I^JOOI. 
•a  ll)C  building,  besides  leaving  a  sum  of  money  by  will,  which 
«u  auflered  to  accumulate  till  the  beginning  of  the  seveoteeuth 
eenturj-,  when  it  amounted  to  7001.  The  queen's  liberality  was 
-confined  to  a  donation  of  timber  from  her  forosts  of  Shotoverai 
Stow.  Or.  Price  died  in  1S74,  at  which  period  only  the  front  of 
Ibe  building  and  the  southern  side  of  the  liriit  quadrangle  were 
axnpleted.  It  is  probable  that,  when  he  solicited  Elizabeth  to 
ItkO  on  herself  the  merit  of  founding  the  College,  lie  was  liilly 
swu«  of  the   iuBufficiency  of  his  own  resourc<-'s,  and  had  calcn- 

«ii  acsixtance  from  the  royal  purse.  No^id  wns  reccivnl 
tho  foondress,  »nd  the  estates  eonveyixl  by  Dr.  Price  became 
iproductive,  that  the  progress  of  the  buildings  v/au  soon  sus- 
cd.  But  privato  munificence  shortly  farmed  an  ample  rerom- 
9  for  the  failure  of  regal  bounty.  The  buildinLcs  were  gra- 
ilty  completed  on  tn  extensive  scale,  and  variouit  liberal  dona- 
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tioHB  and  bequests  placed  llie  finanon  of  the  College  oa  ■  fira  I 
basis. 

Amon^  DumeronB  benefactors,  wdl  dcseiriiig  of  bonottnU* 
Aienlian,  mere  Sir  Enliiile  Tliclwall,  «iio  conduced  liberal!;  to- 
trards  tliF  buitdjngE,  and  procured  a  new  cbftiAor,  dated  Jini«  Ut 
I6SS.  Herbert  Weslphalinrr,  Bishop  oT  KvrTonl,  i»  1003. 
Hctir;  Rowlands,  Bishop  of  Ban^jor,  in  1609.  King  Charles  I. 
FntDcis  Manselt,  D.  D.  Priuripal  of  the  College.  6ir  Leoline 
Jenkins,  Ktil.  and  Principnl  from  1661  to  1673.  This  bemvo- 
lent  conlrlbalor  left  est»lfs  for  the  improvcnieDt  of  t(t«  priiici|wl^ 
iKlary,  and  that  of  the  fcllowa  and  scholara.  By  liis  fuana,  ^m, 
Ibree  new7etlow»hips,  and  twRftcholarshi^,  were  a^de^.  In  1613. 
J>r.  Wtlliams,  Principal,  bequeathed  property  for  the  fbvndatioa 
Af  a  to^c-leclure ;  and,  ten  years  afterwards,  Sir  Tiiomas  CaniM, 
Deputy  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Penibn^e.  fnnnded  a  cste- 
Cbelical  lecture.  Edward  Merrick,  M.  A.  Trea>-urerof  St.  Da- 
vid's,  in  1713,  bequeathed  liis  wliole  eiilale  to  the  bendk  of  tin 
Mciety.  Thcaflairsof  the  inslitntton  tkna  gmdually  became  aa 
jn^speroos,  that  it  was  ni-cessnr}'  freqneDtly  to  obtaia  rartA  that- 
tere  permittint;  the  College  to  hold  revenues  to  an  kttdilioaal 
ftmonnl.  Tbe  places  from  nhich  the  additional  felloiKi  and  acbo- 
lars  were  directed  to  be  chosen  bj  the  reepectire  founden  af » the 
roiinties  nf  Breeinott,  Caernanen,  Moiimoulh,  Denbigh,  Pem- 
Itrokf,  and  Cardi^n  :  and  the  gcIiddU  of  Caennartlioinhire,  Bbr- 
^r,  Beaumaris,  Llyn,  Rulhcn,  Abrr^Tvmiy,  and  the  diocew 
of  St.  Aanph.  In  almost  e<(-ry  instance  a  preferenco  is  to  be  gt- 
■  Yen  to  the  relations  of  the  founder. 

The  baildingsof  Jeans  College  eoiibml  of  tfro  qaadran^tes,  tht> 
first  90  feel  by  70;  and  tbe  seen nr),  vr  interior,  100  fi-cl  hy  90. 
The  front  towards  the  street  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1 7d6,  but  ia 
a  heavy  erection,  dcYoid  of  eliatacter  or  inleresi,  and  appean  ti> 
greater  Hisadtanlage  when  compared  with  the  interior  of  the 
qnndrangli?,  which  is  entirely  Gothic.  Tlie  chapel,  a  low  but 
pleaaing  atnieture,  with  a  small  tiinrt  on  the  western  cnil,  stmrf* 
«a  tkv  Dortb,  and  the  bait  on  Uie  west,    Tbe  rewaiiidcr  of  tb« 
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h4o<irt  i>  occupied  by  ranges  or  apartmcnb  thrrc  ilnriofi  high,  tlM 
I  %tUc  beiiig  rurmccl  by  prujcctiiig;  wimloi 


n  tl>o 


■lilc 


hof  vhich  ii  a  sharply  pointed  pediment, 
TliB  secoml  quailruiitfle 


elevated  aiul  ii 


(I  iiit^rcktiiig  om- 

Lbinalioo.    Three  sideii  arc  strictly  iiniiorin,  wHIi  smull,  double, 

U|Cotli>e  vindowx,  and  .1  range  of  pinnacles  on  the  tnp.     The  hull 

I  ifanUM  a  pkasing  portion  of  tlie  fourth  side,  Ihe  bay  window  and 

mbatlled  parapet  of  wliicli  poakcss   coUKiderable    beauty.     Ttia 

idea  of  thin  fftiadraiiitle,  on  the  south  ami  north,  vere  Cnniplotcil 

1  1640,  under  the  management  of  Dr.  Maiutcll,  tlien  Principal ; 

ad  be  held  aufficietit  money,  in  conscqacnce  of  Tatious  litwral 

imlribntions,  to  finiah  the  whole  court;  but  the  intervention  of 

atlie  ciril  war  restrained   his  exertJun*,  and  ho  frit  compelled  to 

le  utidertaking  as  hopelew:  he,  Ihcrf^forc.  rnturncil  tli« 

B  possctuiion  to  the  L^eneroua  donorn.      In  ItiJli  Sir  I,eo- 

line  Jenkins  rompklcd  the  reuiuiiid«r  of  ibiv  arduouM  lask  at  hit 

..own  expense. 

Tbe  tittU,  wbieli  forms  so  pleaBin;>  an  ornament  to  Itotli  q 
^diangles,  waa  built  early  in  tbe  seventeenth  century,  witii  a  n 
a  of  Uie  original  Icfjafy  of  Or.  Price,  aided  Ij*  rmitrihnti 
m  the  aociciy,  a,nd  priiici|ially  by  that  of  Sir  Enlinlf  I'M* 
It  is  a  Bpacionx,  hut  pl»in,  rooni,  and  con U ins  scvoral  porlriiitt, 
atiMug  wbich  arc  those  of  Ciiurlcs  I.  by  Vandyke,  a  fine  piduf', 
but,  perhaps,  not  one  of  the  happiest  cdoiia  of  that  iircst  nrtist, 
who  BonietiQ)f«  was  enabled  to  besUiw  alntoat  Kup^rlinmait  craii' 
dear  on  Lis  copies  uf  the  elevated  human  form.  Queen  Elizabeth; 
Sir  Lcoline  Jcnkina;  and  an  intorestin^;  piece  representing  Sir 
Eabale  Tbelwall  when  a  child,  with  his  mother. 

The  present  libriiry  is  above  tlic  contmou  room,  on  the  west 
aide  of  the  inner  quadnuigle,  and  was  erected  by  Sir  l.enline  Jen- 
kins, in  1677.  It  is  a  spacious  room,  and  lias  n  "allcry  U>  tho 
whole  extent  of  one  side.  Katon^  the  books  are  those  of  the 
lebrotcd  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherhury,  who  would  have  passeil  to 
(Mnterily  in  the  churactti'  of  a  philomplier,  if  he  had  not  taken 
a  of  hi*  own  life,  lo  prove  tlt»l  he  waa, 
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lacl,  only  an  ai-guracnt«Uve  kiiigbt-crnnt.  Stiil,  vhfD  Lord 
Herbert  wa«  iDotc  than  an  arm'H  lengtii  from  the  bilt  of  his  sword, 
aod  bad  placed  on  one  side  the  romantic  scarf  of  hit  knigbtfaood,' 
hecoold  think  with  justice,  and  deliver  his  tlioDghta  with  ast- 
iatT.  Ilia  life  of  Ileory  VIII.  was  uudert&ken  by  order  of 
Cbarlei  I.  anil  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  be  giassed  severe 
eensores  on  arbitraty  govenuuenl,  i»  tiic  very  pagea  which  he 
preecDted  lo  the  notice  of  his  someLimes  miblcJ  sovereign. 

The  (Jhaprl  waa  chiefly  built  by  contribuliona  from  many  »£- 

'  Apeot  and  diitingaiahcd  per^tona^'es  in  the  |iriDcip»lity  o(  Wales, 
knd  wui  fiiiiahed  in  l<i21.  Since  Ihiit  period,  however,  it  baa  been 
leogtiiened  nn  the  east,  am)  n'>w  consists  uf  three  diviHions.  One 
screen  aeparatfs  the  bnly  from  the  chancel,  and  annlhur  shuts  the 
Ute-chapel  from  view  of  tho  main  interior  of  the  building.  The 
roof  ia  funned  into  compartments,  richly  tiilomed,  and  the 
»bot«  i»  as  pleasingly  anwiged  as  the  character  of  the  raised  Go< 
.  thic,  when  applied  to  the  inner  parU  of  building,  will  allow.' 
The  altar-piece  is  a  copy  of  Guido's  tvell  known  picture,  rqire- 
•enting  St.  Michael's  triumph  over  the  Devil. 

Antony;  Ibc  curiosities  shewn  at  tliis  College  are,  an  iumenae 
bowl  of  gilded  silver,  which  weighs  '27S  ounces,  and  will  con- 
lain  (en  gallons,  presented  by  a  late  Sir  Watbin  Wiliiamii  Wynne  ; 
k  metal  watch,  g-ivcn  by  Charles  I, ;  and  a  huge  stiimp,  pressed, 

.  M  it  is  aaid,  by  tlie  foot  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  she  honoureil 
4)ie  University  with  a  visit, 

r  The  following  are  Mime  of  the  distinijuisbed  persons  connected 
«ilh  Jeaus  College :  Sir  Eubule  Tliclwall,  koii  nf  John  TbeUall, 
of  llatbarvan  Park,  in  tljo  enmity  n{  Denbi^-li,  Esq. ;  Sir  Leoline 
Ulenkins,  who  cnlereil  of  this  College  in  IG-Il,  and  remained  till 

!  JlKer  the  death  of  Chiu'les  I.  He  then  retired  In  tlic  siat  of  Sir 
Jebfl  Aubrey,  in  Wales  ;  which,  as  a  tnansion  left  void  1^  sctines- 

b  vIntioD,  afforded  slit-llcr  to  several  other  eniint:tit  Inyalista.  In 
this  retreat  be  tducutcd  the  son  of  Sir  John,  and  several  other 
children  of  difclin^'uii^hed  cavaliers;  hut  was,  at  length,  ordered 
into  Gonfincnicnt  by  the  Parliamentary  ^'□Terntnent,  as  a  fomonler 


fif  i«Mlfiii !  ^He,  tras;  bowercr,  lilMraled  ifttte  im^Mk^^BH 
WAwm,  Wafden  of  Wtdhtm,  ind  be  remofed,  with  kw^tMj^ 
«r  (taAffC  ifi  1661.  Aftw  Tuibw  mlMfMftt  immiyliiia  M 
m«twJ  tbe  rmrari  due  to  bit  layalty,  ubm  be  was  iiTfilf 
ekelad' Kacipil  of  bis  Collego^  but  wai  c»pl^ed»  o«  tbti  Miri' 
trt«ttM^  lirmoy- bigb  departments  cf  tb6  ttafte.  Tbis 
«Dkoiair  liKt  losfiKst  is  boried  ia  the  Oottese  cbapeL 
Ms^,  ^Bisbaf  of  Woreeiter,  one  of  the  sevea  prelates, 
tiribe  tower  by'Janiea  IL;  Dr.  Wynne,  Bishop  of  St  A«i|hip 
Dsfid  Fowel,  tbe  antiqimry;  John  Dafis,  the  LerieegtifMrt 
Keca  fMdiaid»  a  Weldi  poet  of  great  popalarity ;  Edward^lUf^ 
aB'tttifBaiy  and  botanist  of  very  bi|^  tatainraente ;  and^^lMi 
retadjr,  the  two  able  writeii  in  theologT,  Dr.  Henry  OmmjUlIt 
Or. Wortfaington*  i  ^Jm,..?* 

•■   *  r'i 
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.  Oxibid  formed  for  so  4oog  a  period  a  part  of  tbe  da 
cola,  that  we  naturally  look  for  distiognished  palronage 
tbe  prelates  who  formerly  enjoyed  that  see.  Richard  Fleaumag, 
or  Fleromyngc,  the  founder  of  this  CoUcgej  was  born  at  CfoftoBi, 
in  Yorkshire,  aud  waei  educated  at  University  Collide,  where  bb 
talents  aud  acquirements  procured  him  unusual  honours.  In  the 
early  part  of  life  he  was  zcaioosly  attached  to  the  prineiplea  of 
Wickliffe^and  is  eveu  said  to  have  made  some  converts  among  pw« 
aona  of  Yery  high  distinction.  But  he  appears  to  have  been  a. 
of  ardent  feelings  and  active  imagination.  His  zeal  was  too 
«ionate  to  be  lasting,  and  he  shortly  exercised  equal  ardour 
eloquence  in  vindication  of  the  antient  high-ohurch  intolettMet 
Be  his  party  what  it  might  he  was  never  satisfied  with  the  aaJa 
middle  coMrse  lof  gentleness  and  sobriety :  he  had  been  violeot  Wk 
•upport  of  Wikclifife ;  and,  when  he  had  changed  his  opinioM^ 
be  was  so  strenuous  in  enmity  that  he  condescended  to  exoeato 
thn^  dewes  of  tbe  Council  of  Constance^  which  directed  that  the 

t  bons^ 
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fWicklift  biiould  be  taken  from  lh<iir  pUce  of  Mf  ulUre, 
lud  {Hiblicly  tmroad. 

I'ltmniing  wu  advueed  U>  the  aee  of  Lincoln  »  14^  and 

bar  yMn  afterwards  iliHtiii^uished  Iiiaseir  so  raach  in  a  Coaaril 

I  vUtli  wu  calW  at  SicDiia,  fur  the  purpose  of  arrangTitg  pnn 

inga  agAJniit  the  cDtitiMeBtnl  KefurmerB,  that  Pope  Hartio  V. 

W  deatrouH  of  prumotia^  Iiitn  to  the  Arclibitiho|^  jc  of  York ;  but 

llw  kiag,  am!  the  dean  aud  chtipln,  opposed  t!ie  wtab  of  his  ho- 

.    Umm  with  such  Gnone^s,  that  Flamming  deemed  it  expedient  to 

I  ntira  to  bis  diocew  of  Lincolii. 

It  wa»  in  tiie  year  I'la?  thai  he  ohtatned  Ibc  royal  lioenee  ta 
'  fannd  a  sMriety  of  attidenlit  in  tiie  cliurch  of  All  Ssinta,  Oxftrd. 
,  Md  to  luiiU  that  church  wilb  those  of  St.  Mildred  and  St  Mi- 
chael ;*  the  «  hnlf  Incorpnraled  edificeH  to  be  nnnied  the  chnreh  of 
All  Saintu,  and  to  be  itwI^I  into  a  collegiate  cliurch,  or  coll^-. 
Thoaocicly  was  to  consist  of  a  waixlen,  or  rector,  seven  Echolars, 
I  and  tworliaplniiiB.     The  rector  and  icholurs  were  to  be  perpetual 
faraoiiK  of  the  intended  collegiate  church  ;  and  it  was  expressly 
staled  that  they  were  to  employ  tlie  whole  of  their  taleuta  in  op- 
pMition  loWickliffenmlhJa  follnwcrH, 

Shortly  after  tbe  royal  license  was  obtained,  the  biKliop  p«r- 
chaacd  },'round  for  the  erection  of  building ;  but  his  death,  in  llie 
ycai-  1430,  retarded  the  com  men  cement  of  tbe  structure,  and  tbia 
Altai  event  occiiired  so  unexpectedly,  that  he  had  not  even  pre- 
^r«>!  sta'ntes  for  the  regulation  of  the  society. 

Ttte  itudents  resided  for  some  time  in  a  tenement  called  Deep 

I  Mmll,  which  fortnfd  apart  of  the  founder's  purchase ;  but  they 

wt  to  furlunale  as  speedily  to  meet  with  fresh  putrons,  among 

Mm  were  Cardinal  Beaufort,  and  Thomas  Rotheram,  Bishop  of 

I  Unootii.     This  latter  dignified  cccleaiastic  was  so  extensive  a  be- 

<t  tli;it  be  has  usually  been  allowed  to  share  in  the  honour 

I  0t  fAnn<lali()n  with  his  predecessor  in  the  bishopric.     The  family 

II  of  this  pnJate  was  Scot,  and  he  derived  IiIh  familiar  sir- 


OXFOKDSKtRB. 


)M 


HM«  tiam  RotherbuD,  in  Yovkahire,  the  place  or  hi*  birtb.  U« 
waa  cilimted  at  Cambridge,  and  «aB  for  lomo  time  Cbauecllor  of 
thftt  Uaiienity.  lie  filled  a  variety  of  itaportant  offices,  both  IB 
«bwcb  and  ttate,  being  luccesiivel;  Bishop  of  Rochester  and 
limwln,  and  ArchbUliop  of  Yorkj  Keeper  af  the  Privy  Seal. 
fvd  Lard  Clianoellor. 

The  first  iJta  of  iiis  liencfaction  occuiTBd  while  ou  a  visit  to 
fcb  aiMwse,  as  Biiliop  of  Lincoln,  in  1470.  John  Tristroppe,  the 
tiurd  rector  of  Flemininji^'ii  fuundation,  preachnl  the  viHitation 
•eraon  frinn  the  text :  "  Behold,  and  visit,  thy  vine,  and  perfect 
Ibe  vintyard  which  thy  right  haiid  hath  planted."  In  the  oonra* 
^r  hi*  oration  tlir  rector  (o  judiciously  applied  to  the  feelioga  of 
ku  obM  audilcir,  that  Ito  rwe  from  his  aeal,  aad  wiUi  difficulty 
natrained  bis  emotion  till  the  tieimon  waa  eonctoded,  when  he 
imtniaed  to  do  all  that  was  required  for  tht;  permanent  benciit  of 
(lie  institution.  This  promisi^  he  oulily  performed,  for  he  not  only 
«patribiited  largely  la  the  erection  of  convenient  buildings,  but 
tocreawil  the  uuraber  of  fellotra  from  aevan  to  twelve,  and  beatow- 
«d  two  living.  Ua  also  furmed  abofly  of  statutes  for  the  rejjrul^ 
tioa  of  tbc  society. 

Wben  the  institution  waa  tlius  cataUished  on  a  loliJ  huis  fre^h 
btrturftelora  speedily  arose.  Among  tbcse  were  ithiliup  $myUi, 
■trendy  noticed  ni  the  lihpml  founder  of  Bras rn  nose.  Edwant 
Darby,  M.  A.  FpIIow  of  the  College,  and  Arclideacon  of  Slow, 
vbo  founded  tbrcc  fellowships;  Joan  Trrkpps,  the  wi<low  of  a 
goltlwmith  in  London;  and  Mra.  Joyce  Fruikland  (noticed  in  anr 
MOunat  of  Brascn  nose)  her  itnui;liter;  Niithaniel,  Lord  Cre«, 
Bisiiqt  of  Duihum,  somelimc  reclor  of  this  College;  and  Ik. 
Mwihalt,  Rector,  and  Dean  of  Glouecaler. 

Tlie  buildings  of  Lincoln  Cnlleg-c  are  comprised  in  two  qua* 
lulcs,  the  one  a  parallelof^'ani  of  eighty,  and  the  other  of  sc- 
',  feet.     The  front  towards  tlie  street  is  law  and  Irn^^alar, 

ving  a  plain  siiuitTt-  tow«r,  with  a  turret  at  one  ang^le,  over  tha 

•bief  onlmnce.    The  first  court  wm  liegnn  soou  after  ti*  founder's 

I,  and  was  cotnpleted  by  Rolherliun,  the  co-foundef,  and  fii- 


•k^  BRidMtM.  m^  AriBM  cwtuai  the  Ml,  the  Ubtvy, 
<^  rectw's  t>iei»k  tbe  caaan  tmm,  ii4  TWioitt  qNurtmeiito 
fcr  sci'riui.  TlK  v^ale  •€  tW  haiKi^a  are  of  anall  elevatioa^ 
(a»  wwiMfvlT  tfte  case  vitk  aalMBi  cailegiate  atracturea,)  and 
aKanutf:?^  inti  aack  tif  ttrrtr,  Tlw  ansa  of  Rotlierliam,  and 
tfie  K^iB  4f  Be<aLi7«^^e*s  aane^  (a  bcaeon  anda  tan !)  are  obaer- 
vaMe  OB  «%wral  part*  m  tW  vaih^ 

TV  «Mllt  cvart.  «r  laaiHrr  fwlraBgle,  m,  likewiae,  plain  and 
Wv.  («t  tae  SMl  G^lkic  free  ef  the  ckapd,  aamoanted  by  an 
««i)attk^  pfcTi^i.  iafiBti  ialoreit  to  thia  portion  of  the  building. 
TW  ANtlh  ciKTl  was  caastractcd  ahoat  the  year  1612,  and  a  part 
nf  ih<  r\aeaw  «*m  borw  hr  SirThonaa  Rothcrham,  who  ia  aaid 
la  ha«v  fr\i^'r.lifd  a  «««  mi  ihb  acearioa  to  atone  fer  a  miaappli- 
r»:N«  cf  Ik*  rrilrce  pane,  while  he  waa  fellow  and  baraar,  in  the 
ivt^  «i'  FiisahHk  $i\  additional  aeti  of  rooms  were  bnilt  by 
th<  «vixl>.  in  IT^Sfi^- 

TW  <'Aavv»  w«>  rcwifd  hv  Archbbbop  Williama,*  and  waa 
ct»-i«)rmt^  ia  liis^l,  by  Dr.  C«het,  Biabopof  Oxford,  ao  well 
Lnova  si«  a  mxn  i4  crauici-  henoor  aUd  an  agreeable  poet  Thia 
rd;tH*c*  is  (^J  r«\  c  k^BK.  b>  ;^  in  breadth.  The  exterior  ia  a  pleaa* 
inc  i*i^tAiHv  of  the  pcx^ali^r  adaptation  of  the  Gothic  atyle  to  placea 
of  rv liiTx^u^  St r« ur.  »ad  the  iatenia]  parts  are  highly  decorated, 
bet  i:eiK^iA!l>  lulorestiitc.  TW  ceiling  ia  richly  ornamented  with 
liie  yunxs  K^i  X\w  K>uiHk>r,  and  those  of  benefitctDTS,  with  many 
intei^pt-ntHl  dexiivs;  the  crrven  is  of  cedar,  cnriously  carved. 
The  ^indow«  are  filled  ^ith  painted  glass,  procarod  from  Italy  by 
Arciibisliop  M'llliams.  The  cvupartment  over  the  altar,  on  the 
east,  conUiiis  tiic  tvpt^  and  antitvpes  of  the  era  of  redemption: 
the  others  euiisist  n(  portraitures  of  the  apostlea  and  variona 
propiiclai. 

Tbi-  Hail,  situate  on  the  t«a>t  side  of  the  first  quadrangle,  waa 
built  h>-  Dean  Fon^,  in  l(S3ti,  but  the  interior  was  repaired,  and 
arranged  as  it  now  appears,  by  Lord  Crew,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
hk  Ihr.ycar  1701.  This  room  lias  an  unoruamented  roof,  of  a  aemt- 

cireular 

'  WLilr  Ui$iiop  of  fJncolB. 
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tireular  conttrDciioD.    The  sides  are  of  wainscot^  and  are  embel« 
lished  with  the  arms  of  bt'nefactonu 

When  Archbishop  Rotherham  founded  the  library,  on  the  nortk 
side  of  the  larj^er  quadrangle,  be  did  not  omit  to  endow  his  foun* 
datiou  with  such  books  as  the  rising  spirit  of  the  age  produced, 
and  many  f  aluablc  additions  were  made  at  periods  briefly  subse* 
^uent ;  but,  during  the  fanatical  war,  the  greater  part  of  this 
collection  was  destroyed,  and  the  library  was  converted,  in  1656, 
into  ciiambers.  Sir  Nathaniel  Lloyd,  who  had  been  educated  ia 
the  college,  contributed,  in  1739,  the  sum  of  5001.  to  the  restora- 
.  tifMB  of  the  library,  and  the  room  was  consequently  wainscotted, 
and.  duly  prepared  for  the  reception  of  books.  The  collection  has 
since  found  many  benefactors,  and  has  been  much  enriched  by 
some  Greek .  and  Latin  manuscripts,  presented  by  Sir  Georgs 
Whder.  Portraits  of  the  founders,  of  Lord  Crew,  and  of  Sir 
Nathaniel  Lloyd,  are  preserved  in  this  library. 

liiicoln  College  has  not  produced  many  prelates ;  but  several  of 
the  rectors  shewed  respect  for  the  founder's  wish,  by  proving  abts 
defenders  of  the  ancient  mode  of  worship  in  the  days  of  its  grest- 
'est  danger.  The  following  are  some  of  the  pemons,  eminent  in 
varions  departments,  who  are  claimed  by  this  house:  Robert 
Flemming,  a  relation  of  the  founder,  and  Dean  of  Lincoln.  Hs 
was  author  of  an  elegant  Latin  poem,  intituled  "  Lucubratiouei 
Tiburtifice,"  and  left  in  MS.  a  Grreek  and  Latin  dictionary,  sines 
lost.  Edward  Weston,  an  acute  disputant  on  the  side  of  the  Ro- 
numists;  Richard  Brett,  one  of  the  translators  of  the  Bible;  Ar* 
ihnr'Hopton,  an  able  mathematician.  Sir  William  D'Avenant, 
Poet^Lanreate ;  a  writer  whose  genius,  though^  perhaps,  not  ori* 
ginally  of  the  first  class,  was  much  oppressed  by  the  temper  of 
the  ages  in  which  he  liveil.  Sir  William  was  the  son  of  J.  D'Avs« 
naat,*  a  vintner,  who  kept  an  inn  called  The  Crown,  near  Car* 
&x  Church,  Oxford.  The  father  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  plays» 
sod  was  parttcolariy  attached  to  Shakspeare,  who  often  rested  at 

VQL.X1L  M  ths 

*  The  name  of  /.  D'Aveosnt  occurs  m  Mayor  of  Oiford,  in  16ti,    Ths 
slder  brother  of  t\m  post  was  a  D.  D.  and  a  Fallow  of  St  John's  CoUts«. 


^ 
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lliii  Crown  during  his  journeys  between  London  an di  StraUiin 
Sir  William's  motliur  is  traditioaally  recorded  t«  have  been  a 
woman  of  great  wit  aod  K-auty.  It  ia  certain  that  a  doae  h- 
•nily  intimacy  prevailed,  and  it  has  even  been  insinuated  Uiat 
Sliakspeare  had  more  right  than  the  landlord  of  the  Crown  to 
claim  filial  reverence  from  the  future  laureate.  Sir  William  died 
in  St.  Clement  Danes,  I^ndon,  hnt  was  buried  in  WestmiaBter 
Abbey,  with  a  poetical  epitaph,  more  tjuaint  than  any  lines  which 
«ver  fell  from  his  own  pen.  On  liiii  grave-stone  is  now  inscribed 
a  puerile  imitation  of  the  sentence  placed  beneath  Ben  JoDBon'a 

bust : "  O  rare  Sir  William  D'Avenant '." Di*.  Sanderson, 

one  of  the  most  able,  yet  modest  casuiits  of  bis  era,  aud  Arcli- 
bisliop  Potter,  were  both  fellows  of  Lincoln.  How  unatable  U 
Ihc  ground  on  which  roan  rears  his  calculations !  Flemming 
founded  this  college  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  society  ta 
oppose  all  the  innovutionH  on  ancient  church;  yet  I 
•b'Uetufe  has  witnessed  the  studiea  of  James  Hervey,  Uie  a 
of  Theron  and  Aapasio,  and  of  John  Wesley,  the  ( 
(edaiian. 

The  wioiety  now  consitils  of  a  rector,  twelve  fellowi^  i 
•cliolars,  thirteen  exhibitioners,  and  a  bible  dork. 
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lukes  a  high  place  among  the  noblest  inalitutiona,  and  llw  I 
interesting;    buildings,    of  the    University.     This    colUigfr  'H 
founded  by  Willium  of  Waynflecl,  Bishop  of  WiucheflK 
was  the  eldt-ft  son  of  Richard  Patten,  of  Waynfleet,  in  1 
ihire.'    The  insfanp  was  edncated  in  Winchester  school,  tl 
afterwards  removed  to  Oxford,     At  an  early  age  he  wa«  tp] 
tehoolmniit^r  of  Winchester,  where  he  eviucod  his  ardmt  1 
of  lettfrv,  by  forming  a  library  on  a  mueli  more  fxtenaJVSM 
(ban  was  usual   at  the   cm.     He  was  subsequently  < 
Kinj[  Henry  VL  to  superintend  tbti school  founded  by  that  no- 


J 
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i  at  Eton,  and  was  soon  appointed  provosl.  On  tlie  deatb 
of  Cardinal  Beaofort  lie  wax  promoted  to  tlie  see  of  Wincliester, 
and  tlie  kiii^'  himscir  lionourtd  iiim  by  being  present  at  hla  en- 
thronement. WayoBcct  was  now  erapluycd  in  mauy  trmisactioiis 
of  great  politiciil  iniportatire,  in  oil  »l)idi  he  proved  biniHcIf  ft 
faithful  and  able  counsellor.  In  I4;j6,  lie  was  appointed  Lord 
Cbancrllor,  wliicli  lii^li  office  lie  lillcd  till  July  1460,  whc-n  it 
iraB  found  expedient  for  him  to  resign,  though  he  still  rotaiaed 
tiie  confidence  of  Henry,  and  was  in  attendance  on  that  unfortn- 
Date  monarch  at  Northampton  only  a  few  days  before  the  defeat 
of  the  Lancastrian  army.  After  this  fital  event  he  retired  from 
political  interference,  and  lived,  respected  even  by  those  to  whom 
he  had  been  inimical*,  till  the  yelir  14^.  He  nas  interred  in  k 
magnificent  chapel  which  forma  u  part  of  Winchester  cathedral; 
&nd  hiB  place  uf  interment  is  presi^rved  in  reverential  order  by 
Ihe  members  of  the  society  which  he  fonnded. 

When  Bishop  Waynlleet  first  projected  a  benefacliou  to  tha 
UnWei-sity  of  Oxford,  his  views  were  on  a  comparatively  limited 
icale.  He  obtained,  in  1443,  a  licence  to  build  s  hdl  for  atu- 
deotB,  with  an  annexed  revenue  of  lOOI.  per  annum.  This  hjU 
be  dedicated  to  SI.  Mnry  Magdalen,  and  settled  in  it  a,  pre- 
udent,  Ibirleeu  innater  feliows,  and  seven  bachelor  fellows,  or 
•cholars.  But  lie  shortly  enlarged  his  scheme,  and  gained  per- 
miasioD  from  Ihe  king  to  convert  the  whole  buildings  and  pre- 
mises, belonging  to  an  hospital  dedicated  to  St.  John,  into  a  c<d- 
lege.  Accordingly,  in  14S7,  the  hospitallers  snrrendered  their 
building,  with  all  its  valuable  possessions,  into  the  hands  of  th* 
president  and  scholars  of  Magdalen  Hall,  on  coodilion  of  re- 
ceiving maintenance  for  life.  On  June  the  IStb,  1458,  Bishop 
Wayufiect  placed  in  hia  new  college  a  president  uid  six  fellows  ; 
M  3  and, 

*  Edwud  IT.  iMned  ■  ipeciil  pardon  in  hh  favour,  wid  vuiled,  without 
toticitiiliMi.  hit  new  colUg«.  The  king,  oD  tbii  occktian,  eittcied  Oifocd 
ftoiD  W««lilack,  after  auusel,  and  wsi  conducted  b;  lorch-Iiglit  lo  Magdalen 
College,  wLert  tie  wu  reel  in  | 
Ixhei  Bcnbari  or  thi  nocialj. 
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and,  two  clays  after,  the  president  and  scholars  of  Magdalea 
Hall  surrendered  their  bouse  to  the  Colleg^c,  and  joined  the  ae- 
ciety. 

The  roundation«stone  of  the  new  buildings  was  laid  in  May, 
1473;  and  much  the  greater  portion  was  "completed  before  tha 
ibonder's  decease.  William  Orchyarde  was  the  chief  architect 
employed ;  hut  Waynfleet  was,  himself,  qualified  to  superintend 
the  whole,  as  he  had  filled  the  office  of  overseer  of  the  buildings 
at  Windsor.  In  1479,  the  founder  presented  a  body  of  statutes, 
liy  which  the  College  is  directed  to  be  called  Seinte  Marie 
Maugdalene  Coiiedge,  to  the  honpur  and  praise  of  Christ  cru- 
cified, the  blessed  Virgin  his  Mother,  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  and 
various  apostles  and  saiuta,  the  chief  of  whom  are  patrons  of  the 
cathedral  of  Winchester.  The  society  is  made  to  consist  of  forty 
feOows  *,  thirty  scholars,  or  demies,  four  chaplains,  eight  clerks, 
and  sixteen  choristers.  The  fellows  are  to  study  divinity,  medi* 
cine,  and  the  canon  law ;  the  demies  are  desired  to  be  conversant 
in  grammar,  logic,  sophistry,  and  "  that  species  of  music  called 
piam  song,  orchaunting." 

Among  the  chief  benefactors  occur  the  following  persons  :— 
STr  John  FastolfT,  one  of  the  bravest  generals  engaged  in  the 
French  wars  under  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  Henrys.  Sir  John 
was  in  the  habit  of  intimate  friendship  with  Waynfleet,  and  ap- 
pointed that  bishop  one  of  his  executors  f.  William,  Earl  of 
Amndel,  who  gave  to  the  society  the  hospital  of  St.  John  and 
St.  James,  in  Northamptonshire.  Ralph  Freman,  Esq.  who  be- 
queathed Frcman's  Court,  near  the  Royal  Exchange,  London,  and 

John 

^  Two  of  these  fcllowshipf  were  fuonded  by  John  Ingledew,  chaplain  to 
tVaynfleet,  and  one  by  John  Forman,  vicar  of  Ruston,  in  Yorkshire. 

t  It  is  now  generally  believed  that  Shakspeare  did  not  intend  to  allude 
to  (bis  eminent  roan  in  his  inimitable  comic  character  of  somewhat  similar 
a  name  ;  but  it  is  carious  that  a  hostel,  called  the  Boar's  Head,  in  Sauthwark, 
formed  a  part  of  Sir  John  FastoIff*s  benefaction  to  this  college.  The  Boar*i 
Head  in  Kaitcfuap,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  one  of  the  favourite  resorts  of 
Ahuk<ipeare*s  Wasitun  Knight,  « 
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JvhaNorris,  Esq.  LL.  D.  vihoJeft  .OOOl.  for  Ike  aivM 
^  new  buJEding  to  bn  bereafliT  noticed.     la  coue^oer 
anple  eatates  be«to«red  by  ihe  romi^lFr,  and  the  Tarioi 
tions  which  KccDLi'lil  liiii  I'Qui  la,  llii'  iii»iLitutiuii  sir">i  b 
«f  alent  that  lis  revenues  w^rs  valncJ,  in  1S3S,  at 
;7eaHy. 

This  flne  college  is  RJtuate  at  tlip  eastern  extrenr 
<ily,  on  the  border  of  the  river  Cherwtll.  The  chief 
extensive  buildings  was  perfected  dnring  the  life  of 
«Q<1  ooder  bin  immediale  iiiH|]ection.  What  remtiiriei. 
^f  hia  orisfinal  plan  was  ably  and  foillifulty  perfArilK^ 
closely  bordering  on  the  era  of  his  demise.  Noble 
tions  have  since  been  made,  and  still  fiirlher  improT 
projeet«d. 

The  side  tovarils  ttie  High  Street  is  ornamented' 
tover  of  heautifnl  proportions,  willi  an  open  parapet  »i 
EUrmonuted  by  eight  Jagf^'ed  pinaaclcs  ".     The  chief  ■ 
Ae  college    is  on  ttie  western  side,  through  a  mod 
which  is,  in  itself,  heoTy,  and  possesses  little  claim 
but  is  particulariy  liable  to  objection  on  Recount  of  il 
priate  style  of  formation.     This  portal  is  of  the  Doric  on 
it  Jeads  to  courts  Gothic  on  every  front,  and  through  every  Gl«ii- 
ler  !     The  first  court  is  smalt,  and  was  chiefly  designed  to  fom 
t  snit^le  approaeh  to  the  more  important  parts  of  the  edifice. 
In  front  is  the  ancient  entrance  (now  disused}  to  the  grtat  qoft* 
drangle.     This  gateway  is  worked  under  an  augnst  Gothic  toller, 
einiched  with  statues  of  King  Henry  III.  of  the  fotfnder,  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist  and  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  each  placed  beiieatn  & 
canopy  of  delicate  constmction.    Above  the  gate  ia  the  fonn- 
M3  der*! 

*  TliU  Una  lowr  U  tupposcd  to  hate  rormcd  ■  pirt  of  (ha  oriiiml  dc- 
•ign,  bii<  nai  not  cemmeiiced  (ill  lltft,  and  »«•  not  Rniihcd  (ill  lii  jein 
(hervmrib.  ItUaibKii  lueited  Ihal  Cmdinil  Wulte;,  wliili:  bansr  orifht 
nllcge,  dreir  Iba  plan  of  Ihc  (owcr,  and  ttea  eioplofed  the  collegs  Booe;, 
wiiWal  dne  wamntj,  in  aiil  of  it*  cginpletioo.  Bn(  Ihii  *torj  i*  quits  aMSp. 
fotlvd  by  CTidence. 
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der's  chamber,    lighted  by  a  lofty  oriel  which  comprises  Uvea 
nnges  of  Gothic  windows. 

On  the  right  is  the  wt^t  entrance  to  the  chapel,  a  Ueautifnl 
■pecimen  of  Gothic  architecture,  and  adorned  with  five  small 
GgvreB  in  canopied  niches,  the  whole  of  which  are  admirablj 
executed  for  the  period.  One  of  these  represents  the  founder,  ia 
&  iuietliog  posture.  The  others  are  intended  for  MMIlian  of 
Wykeham;  Kiug  Henry  III.  {who  was  a  patron  of  the  hospital 
converted  iulo  this  coUejj'e^)  St.  Alary  Magdalen  and  St  John  the 
Baptist. 

On  tiie  left  hand  of  the  court  are  the  president's  lodgings, 
which  were  originally  built  in  1 485,  but  have  been  altered  within 
the  last  half  century.  In  a  corner  of  tho  opposite  side  is  a  plain 
but  handsome  atont;  pulpit,  now  somewhat  decayed,  fr^m  whicb 
an  annual  sermon  was  formerly  preached  on  the  day  dedicated  to 
SL  John  the  Baptist.  On  Ihta  occasion  green  boughs  were  dis- 
trihutcd  in  t-very  part  of  the  conrt,  in  rtmcinbrance  of  St,  John's 
preaching' iii  tho  Wilderness.  This  annual  aerraon  is  now  delivered 
in  the  chapel. 

The  great  quadronyle,  which  is  entered  through  this  court,,|| 
composed  of  the  ehapel,  the  hall,  the  library,  a  part  of  the  pre 
doot'e  lodgiii^s,  and  charohers  for  the  fdlows  and  demies. 
air  of  venerable  grundeur  pervades  the  whole.  A  fltje 
runs  to  the  extent  of  each  side,  the  roof  of  which  is  of  ribbe 
oak,  aud  no  iunovaling  liand  has  presumed  to  iiijure  the  sedate, 
though  ma<piiGceut,  chanicter  of  the  surroundiug  buildiugs.  The 
whole  of  this  ([uadrangle  was  arranged  by  the  founder,  with  the 
two  following  exceptions  : — the  cloister  on  the  south  wan  com- 
pleted, after  his  demise,  in  1490;  and,  in  the  year  1509,  a 
series  of  lari;e  hieroglyphic  figures  of  sculptured  stooe  was 
placed,  at  regular  distances,  on  euch  interior  part  of  the  court. 
These  figures  were  originally  coloured,  aud  have  caused  many 
eonjeclures  amung  the  curious.  The  umjorily  of  euijuirers  have 
been  contented  to  suppose  that  they  were  merely  the  oQspriug 
ef  such  ft  fantastical  taste  as  oiteu  led  Gothic  aruhitecls  and  de- 


signers.  .. 


ox  FOB D 8 HI  RE. 


167 

ftA(Eicrs  lo  tubaiir  nt  deligiiting  tlirough  tlie  meiiium  of  astoniiib- 

lent;  but  William  Reeks,  a  fclbw'oftlie  college  at  tlie  latter 

BfWt  ofthc'lTth  century,  lias  piidcuvouiYtl  to  prove  thai  tbesa 

'  ■jstical  tigurea  were  really  incant  to  inculcate  very  sopcrior  le«< 

vona  of  scholastic  discipline.      The  n)anDscri|it  is  pretierTed  in 

Hagdaleii  Library,  aod  aa  a  transcript  will,  at  any  rate,  convey  a 

K  general  notion  of  these  curious  pieces  of  senlpture,  we  ventura 

1  iDtroducing:  it. — "  Beginninc:  Trom  tbe  south-west  comer  tb« 

»  first  figures  wc  meet  with   are  the  Lion  and  the  Ptl'tcan. 

^fae  former  of  these  is  the  emblem  of  Courage  and  Vigilaitcf, 

e  Utter  oCparcnial  Tendcrnoi  and  AffeclivH.     Both  of  them 

BtDgether  express  to  us  the  complete  character  of  a  good  govornor 

wit  a  college.      Accordingly  tliey  are  placed  under  tbe  window 

K-vf  thoae  lodgings  which  originally  belonged  lo  the  president,  aa 

i  inatractinnB  they  convey  ought  particularly  to  rejpilate  his 

wdoct. 

'  Goiap  on  the  right  hand,  on  the  other  side  of  the  gateway, 

I  *e  tmtt  figures,  viz.  the  Sthoolmaater,  the  LavDtfcr,  the  Phif- 

tieian,  and  the  Divine.     These  are  ranged  along  the  oulaide  nf 

the  library,  aod  represent  tlie  duties  and  business  of  the  students 

of  the  house.     Ky  means  of  learning  in  general  they  are  to  be 

Lillrodiiccd  to  one  of  the  three  learned  professions  ;  or  else,  as 

inted  to  ns  by  the  6gure  with  Cap  and  liellt  in  the  corner,  tiicy 

l:^st  tarn  anl/ooh  in' the  end. 

"  We  now  come  to  the  north  side  of  tlie  i}nadrangle;  and  hers 

e  Ihrre  hrst  figures  represent  the  history  of  David,  his  con* 

Efiest  over  the  i.ion  and  Goliath ;  from  whence  we  arc  taught  not 

It  be  discouraged  at  any  difficulties  that  may  stand  in  our  way, 

vigoar  of  youth  will  easily  enable  us  to  surmount  them, 

^  Tlw  next  Ggnre  to  these  is  that  of  the  hippopotatnof,  or  river- 

korte,  carrying  bis  young  one  upon  his  shoulders.     This  is  thi 

emblem  of  a  };eod  tutor,  or  fellow  of  a  college,  who  ia  set  lo 

watch  over  tlie  youth  of  the  society,  aod  by  whose  prudence  lliey 

■re  to  be  lod  through  the  dangers  of  their  first  entrance  into  tht 

vsrld.    The  figure  iaunediately  following  represents  Svbrittg, 

M4  nr 
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or  Temperance,  that  most  necessary  virtae  of  a  collegiate  life* 
The  whole  remaiDing  train  of  figures  are  the  vicbs  which  ve  are 
inBtnicted  to  avoid.  Those  next  to  tr-uiperance  arc  the  opposite 
vices  of  Gluttony  and  Dmnkrvness,  Then  follow  the  jLttcon- 
thropos,  the  Hya;na,  and  Panther,  representing  Violence,  Fraud, 
wad  Treachery;  the  Griffin  reprcKcnting  Corcfoustiess,  Mid  the 
next  figure  Anger ,  or  MorosnitM,  1'he  Dog,  the  Dragon,  the 
Deer^  Flattery ^  Envy,  and  Timidity ;  and  the  three  last  the 
Mttatichora,  the  Boxers^  and  the  Lamia,  Pride,  Contention, 
and  Lust." 

The  court  of  entrance^  and  the  larger  quadrangle  with  its  ap- 
pendant huiidings,  comprehend  nearly  the  whole  of  the  structure 
designed  by  the  founder.  But,  shortly  after  the  erection  of  the 
tower,  a  range  of  chambers  was  constructed  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  Chaplain's  Court,  and  some  additional  rooms  were 
buih,  towards  the  cast,  in  1635. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  a  plan  was  formed  to 
build  a  new  quadrangle,  and  to  take  down  three  sides  of  the 
venerable  court  raised  by  Bishop  Wayiiilect.  The  design  of  the 
new  building  was  prepared  by  Ed^urd  Holds  worth,  M.  A.  To- 
wards this  intended  alteration  the  members  contributed  very 
liberally ;  and,  in  1733,  the  foundation  of  one  side  of  the  new 
quadrangle  was  laid.  I'his  entire  range  is  finished,  but  not  any 
of  the  remaining  parts  have  been  coronicnced.  A  building  fund, 
however,  has  been  long  accumulating ;  and  it  seems  probuble  that 
a  society  so  affluent  in  itself,  and  so  honourably  connected,  will, 
at  length,  be  enabled  to  carry  its  wishes  into  execution.  When 
that  day  shall  arrive  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  correclness  of  taste 
(if  any  ether  stimulative  be  wanting  than  that  of  respect  for  tlie 
founder)  will  restrain  the  members  of  Magdalen  from  demolishing 
any  more  of  the  ancient  edifice  than  imperulivc  circumstauccs  may 
render  unavoidable. 

That  part  of  the  intended  quadrangle  which  is  already  rmisli- 
ed  ceusists  of  chambers  for  students,  and  is  three  hundred 
fipet  \n  l^gth.     The  triumph  of  modern  elegance  over  ancient 

borne- 
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IioinoHuesit  of  need  is  coiispiciious  in  tlic  arrangement  of  the  iu^ 
t«rior.  Tlje  elevation  conlaius  tiirec  scries  of  rooms^  all  equally 
capacious^  lotty,  and  convenient.  The  outside  is  plain,  but 
liandsoine  and  substantial,  v^ith  an  arcade  to  the  whole  Icngth^the 
roof  of  whicii  iis  ornamented  with  sti:cco  work. 

The  Chapel  is  a  beitutiful  Goliiic  structure,  divided,  as  was 
cubtomar}',  into  two  parts.     The  roof  of  the  ante-chapel  is  sup- 
ported by  two  tine  Gotliic  columns;  and  this  portion  of  the  build- 
ing contains  numerous  luonunienls  of  persons  connected  with  tho 
college.     Amoni;  tliese  is  one  to  the  memory  of  two  sous  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lyttelton,  who  were  drownid   in  the  river  Cherwell^ 
while  endeavouring  to  save  each  other.     Their  melancholy  fatt 
created  a  general  Kvmpathy,  and  was   poetically  lamented  by 
Cowley. 

Tlie  inner  chapel  still  retains  much  of  its  original  sublimity  of 
Getliic  character,  and  is,  on  the  wiiolc,  hiulily  fuiished  and  pecu- 
liarly elegant;  but  it  is  to  he  regretted  that  iu  many  late  alterations 
Grecian  oniaments  have  been  profusely  adopted.  Tlie  body  is  light- 
ed by  ten  windows^  painted  with  apostolical  figures,  iu  claro  obscuro. 
The  west  window  contains  the  Last  Judgment,  after  a  design  by 
Christopher  Sch warts.  This  window  was  much  dau:aged  by  the 
lii^'b  wind  in  1703,  but  w;ls  adniirabiv  restured  by  J']i;!;iulon,  a  few 
jews  back.  Tbero  an%  likewise,  cigbt  very  line  windows  in  the 
autc-cbapel,  extjculed  from  designs  of  Luijintou.  These  are 
liik'd  with  various  iiguros  of  saints,  and  of  illustrious  persons  con- 
nected with  the  colh.'ire,  except  two  compartmcMls,  wi;ic!i  coiitaia 
the  Baptism  of  Cbrist,  and  the  Adoration  at  the  Sepulchre.  The 
thole  are  executed  with  crreat  taste  and  spirit. 

The  altar  was  cou^tniclcd  or.iiy  in  tiic  last  century,  and  cor- 
responds with  otlK-r  nio(I(  rn  parts  of  the  chapel  in  possessing 
f-ml>ellishmeiitK  of  l!ii^  Corinthian  order.  The  altar-piece  was 
painttd  by  Fulhr,  and  rcpn^scnts  the  l^istJud*^ment.  In  this 
piece  Fuller  prorcs.M  dly  altempted  to  iii;iUile  the  manner  of 
Michael  Angelo;  but,  like  moNl  imitators,  he  has  caught  chiefly 
the  defects  of  his  prototype,  and  presented  few  of  his  beauties. 

The 
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Tbc  figures  tre  repulsively  coarse,  and  a  grcneral  harslinesa  pc^i'l 
Tailes  llie  picture  *.     The  demeriU  of  Fuller  are  rendered  more 
■triking;  liy  a  comparison  willi  tbe  beauties  of  a  painting  placed 
nnniediately  beneatli;    tliia  is  a  representation  of  our  Suvionr 
beaiiu^  his  Cross,   suppostd  to  be  the  produclioQ  of  Morales, 
atyleil  £/ J)tvino,  a  Spanish  artist  of  the   Itilh  century.     The 
figure  of  Christ  is  fine,  aod  tlie  colouring  exquisitely  harmonioat*  _ 
The  character  of  this  picture  is  n ell  known  by  the  engrftfi^^fl 
node  from  it  hy  Slicrvii),  4^H 

The  screen  and  pannelling  of  the  chapel  ore  enriched  «(ft  ' 
(Ifeciaii  omsniiiit^,  and  were  put  up  in  1740;  but  the  new  roof  is 
af  Gothic  cbaracler,  and  was  deGigoed  by  Wyatt.  An  cscetlent 
tti-^afi  has  been  present«<l  by  Mr.  Frcman,  in  the  place  of  that  he- 
,  lnr«  mentioned  to  have  been  rcninved  by  order  of  OliverCromweJI, 
and  choir  service  is  regularly  peribrmed. 

Thf'  LifiruTi/  is  a  low  but  extousive  room,  and  has  been  con- 
■iderably  improved  by  the  liberality  of  Dr.  Warner,  Bishop  of  R«>- 
(lieatcr.  A  portrait  of  llial  bishop,  and  one  of  the  founder,  are 
preserved  in  this  apartment. 

Tiic  outside  of  the  Hall  is  by  no  means  so  conspieuouB  I 
beauty  as  many  other  parts  of  the  original  batldings;  battbeil 
teriur  is  spacioDS,  well-proportioned,  and  elegant.      The  i 
■eotting  is  carved  in  a  curious  and  fonciful  manner,  and  the  n 
aiao  contains  a  carving  of  King  Henry  Vlll.     The  roof  i: 
■lodcrn  Gothic,  conBtructed  nnder  the  direction  of  Wyatt.    Many 
portraits  ornament  the  walls,  and  the  collection  is  enriched  by  a 
small  whole  lengtli  painting  of  St  Mary  Magdalen.     ' 
hBu  been  by  some  attributed  to  (ruercino ;  the  expression  of  1 
tigHre  is  iiresislibly  attractive. 

Magdalen  College  is  required  by  its  statntes  to  entertain  G 
kings  of  England,  and  their  eldest  sons,  whenever  tbey  visil  0 
ford ;  ill  con&eiinence  of  which  flattering  duly  the  hall  has 

*  Tlni>tlnr-|itrce  G">ii)  bh  inlereil  rroni  ihr  poetical  docitplioi 
AddiMiu.  Hii  pDcm  i>  intituled  •'  linNPrrrll'  -ItliHtiila  xil  ullart  I 
Uwk"  mdnu  liinilatsUby  Amiiuttt,  (autliotufTcitKFJiUA]  uil7ItL 
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loured  by  the  presence  of  tnauy  of  liic  most  itilerc-sling  per- 
sonages connected  witli  our  oational  annals.  The  liait  of  Edwaril 
IV.  lias  beeii  already  noticed.  In  l'183,  tlie  fuunUer  ugain  it- 
ceived,  in  person,  a  regal  guest.  In  the  summer  of  that  year 
Richard  III.  entered  the  city  in  great  pomp,  and  waa  lodged, 
with  his  train  of  nobles,  in  Magdalen  College.  On  this  ncca- 
slon,  after  hearing  disputatious  in  the  hull,  Uichard  gave  the 
prefcjdeot  and  college  two  bucks,  anj  live  marks  fur  wine.  Prince 
Arthur  was  twice  enterlaincd  at  Magdalcu;  and  Henry,  Prince  of 
WaJes,  was  admitted  an  honorary  member  of  the  college,  when 
faia  royal  father,  James  1.  visited  the  University.  During  the 
■way  of  the  Parliament,  Magdalen  Hall  was  compellLd  to  re. 
ceive  guests  of  a  different  description  :  Cromwell,  with  the  chief 
officers  of  his  army,  was,  in  1649,  sumptuously  eritfrlaincd  here  ; 
and  so  sportive  was  their  humour  on  the  occasion,  that,  after 
dinner,  they  played  at  bowls  on  the  College  Green. 

Attached  to  this  college  are  pleasure-grounds  of  the  most 
inviting  description.  These  have  been  arranged  ai  different 
periods,  and  consequently  evince  great  varieties  in  taste.  Ap- 
proKimating  to  the  new  buildings  is  a  division  termed  the  Grove, 
which  IS  a  line  tract,  well  stored  with  venerable  elms,  and  stocked 
vith  deer.  The  shady  recesses  and  pleasing  half-repose  of  this 
(cene  are  well  adapted  to  study  and  meditation.  Round  an  ad- 
jacent meadow,  on  the  banks  of  the  liver  Cherwell,  are  con- 
■Imcted  long  and  devious  promenades,  termed  the  Water-walks. 
Tlirongh  the  umbmgeous  fence  which  ornaments  these  walks  on 
atlier  side  are  caught  occasional  views  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
and  the  whole  seems  to  speak  of  academical  quiet  and  ele- 
ease.  Both  the  Grove  and  the  Water-walk  are  believed  to 
'e  been  fir^t  formed  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  ;*  and,  probably, 
le  kiots  were  taken  from  the  Utopia  of  Sir  Thomas  More. 


ig  In  Magdalen  Cottege  wai  long  aa  object 
t  nee  itood  al  llie  «n(f.ince  of  Ihe  -nler- 
■rly  600  jwi  old.    I(>  lieiglil  wi>  Mienij- 
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We  are  only  enabled  to  mention  a  few  of  the  disUngnished  per* 
sons  connected  i»ith  this  house;  bat  it  has  been  fertile,  in  nearly 
every  age^  of  men  of  illustrious  character.  The  following  brief 
list  of  names  will  tend  to  prove  tlie  correctness  t>f  sncli  an  asser- 
tion :  The  two  cardinals^  Wolsey  and  Pole ;  the  latter  entered- 
as  a  nobleman,  and  studied  under  Linacrc  and  Latimer ;  Dean' 
Colet ;  Sir  Thomas  JRowe,  the  celebratSl  ambassador ;  Hamp« 
den,  the  patriot ;  Heylin,  tbe  ecclesiastical  historian ;  Withers, 
the  poet;  Addison,  This  elegant  writer  entered  of  Qneen's 
College  at  the  early  age  ^f  fifteen,  but  was  elected  a  demy  of 
Magdalen  two  years  afterwards.  He  wrote  his  Cato  while  s 
scholar  here.  Collins,  whose  Ode  to  the  Passions  will  outweigh 
in  sterling  merit  many  a  hundred  volumes  of  contemporary  poetry. 
Gibbon,  whose  eccentricity  leii  him  to  ridicule  a  manner  of  life' 
'  which  his  genius  was  wcH  calculated  to  enjoy.  Boulter^  Arch- 
bishop of  Armagh,  and  Hough,  Bishop  of  Worcester. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  temperate,  but  steady,  courage 
with  which  this  college  resisted  the  arbitrary  attempts  of  James 
11.  Its  conduct  on  this  occasion  must  ever  be  remembered  with 
honour  in  the  annals  of  the  country  at  large. 

The  society  consists  of  a  president,  forty  fellows,  thirty  demies, 
a  divinity  lecturer,  four  chaplains,  eight  clerks,  and  sixteen  cho- 
risters.    No  commoners  are  admitted  in  this  college. 


MERTON  COLLEGE 

is  the  most  ancient  incorporated  establishment  in  the  Univer- 
sity. The  man  who  had  the  honour  of  instituting  so  noble  a 
precedent  was  Walter  de  Merton,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  and 
Chancellor  of  England  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IH.     He  was  the 

s(^n 

one  fret ;  its  girth  twentj-one  feet ;  and  its  cubic  contents  764  fcef.  Thit 
majestic  tre«  fell,  through  decay,  in  the  year  1789.  A  chair  made  from  iti 
wood  has  been  placed  in  the  president's  lodgings. 
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%on  of  Williaan  ie  Meiton,  Archdeacon  of  Berks,  fh>m  wbom  ha 
inberited  considerable  property.  Few  particulars  of  his  personal 
history  can  now  be  ascertained ;  but  it  appears  that  he  was  a  firm 
adherent  to  tlie  interests  of  the  conrt  during  the  long  contest 
between  the  sovereign  and  the  barons,  and  was  accordingly  re« 
gardcd  with  especial  favour  by  his  royal  master.  His  death  was 
occasioned  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  while  attempting  to  ford  a 
river  in  his  diocese,  on  the  2Tth  of  October,  1277,  and  he  was 
interred  in  Rochester  cathedral.'^ 

The  foundation  charter  of  Merton  College  is  dated  January  7, 
1264,  and  the  establishment  is  therein  termed  Damns  Schoh* 
rifOR  de  Mertou.f  Nearly  at  the  same  time  the  buildings  of  the 
new  institution  were  commenced.  A  second  charter  was  after- 
wards obtained ;  and  a  third  in  1274,  at  which  time  the  plan  of 
De  Merton  was  matured ;  but  the  first  officers  of  the  college  were 
not  appointed  till  two  years  afterwards.    It  appears,  from  the 

statutes,  that  the  number  of  scholars  was  to  fluctuate  with  the 

« 

itate  of  the  collegiate  resources;  the  prescribed  stipend  of  each 
was  fifty  shillings  per  annum. 

The  first  benefactor  that  rose  in  aid  of  De  Merton's  noble 
iustitution  was  Ela  Longspee,  Countess  of  Warwick,  who  be- 
queathed, about  tlio  year  129-3,  some  lands  to  the  society,  on 
condition  of  their  saying  masses  for  her  eternal  rest.     Jolin  Wil- 

lyolt, 

*  As  the  original  moniiraeut  had  fallen  to  decay,  a  fresh  erection  was 
constructed  in  1598,  by  the  society  of  Merton  College,  at  the  instigation  of 
Sir  Henry  Savile,  and  a  sum  of  money  has  been  regularly  appropriated  to  its 
preservation.  Ou  removing  the  stone  the  portraiture  of  the  founder's  body 
was  discovered.  He  appeared  to  have  been  a  tall  man,  and  held  in  one 
baud  a  croaicr,  Mrhich,  when  touched,  fell  to  pieces;  in  his  other  hand,  (if 
we  may  trust  to  an  anecdote  repeated  by  Wood)  was  a  silver  chalice,  which 
was  removed  to  the  college,  and  placed  by  the  meruhers  in  ihier  cutajoca' 
Hum.     But  this  valuable  relic  was  afterwards  broken  and  lost. 

t  It  has  been  asserted  by  some  that  Dc  Merton  firsi  founded  his  college  at 
Maldon,  in  Surrey.  But  it  was,  in  fact,  a  religious  house  which  hcfinsti- 
tuted  at  Maldon,  and  he  briefly  removed  the  warden  and  pripits  to  bis  new 
e>tablishnient  at  Oxford. 
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r  Eseter,  ; 


»  frie'ni""' 


It,  Cttaiicellor 

1380,  this  laller  beiiefiiclor  bcsUtveit  lands,  and  otiier  property, 
ht  tile  assiiitaiice  of  t^liiltitioiicrs,  since  called  Portionittee,  or 
Posimattert.  The  iinmtier  of  these  «iu  nsually  twelve  till  the 
early  [lurt  of  the  reign  of  Jitine»  I.  when  John  ChambeTB,  formerly 
K  fHtov  of  Merton,  iiicreoscd  their  Diitnberto  fourteen.  The  pro- 
vision fur  these  exhibitioners  was  EtUI  st»n\y  ;  but  many  conttf 
bulors  have  since  been  found,  by  wlioac  bounty  the  fund  for  thrift 
Dainteiiance  is  very  considerably  increased. 

Two  of  the  early  wardens  (Henry  Sever,  a.nd  Richart]  Fitz- 
James,)  bestowed  so  much  attention  on  the  furtherance  of  Ihk'i 
buiI(Iini,'B,  and  contributed  eo  lftrg;ely  to  the  ifeaeral  intercsfai  of 

I  colltge,  that  tliey  have  been  nlmnst  pemtitteit  to  shikrc  tha 
credit  of  foundership  with  Bishop  Merton.  Among  other  bene- 
factors, William  Reid,  Binliop  of  Chichester,  and  Sir  Thomu 
Bodtey,  instituted  a  fund  from  which  oceaiiiunal  sum« 
be  lent  to  the  fellows ;  and  the  fornicr  contributed  largely  to  lb«. 
huildings.  Four  scholars  were  added  flrom  tho  natives  of  Oxf 
by  Henry  Jackson,  minor  canon  of  St.  Paul's. 

Merton  College  ia  situate  to  the  east  of  Corpus  Chrintti 
consists  of  three  courts.     Very  little  of  the  buUding  ereclei 
the  founder  is  now  remaininij,  but  many  parts  bear  the  daCs' 
•  period  not  far  distant  from  tlie  ent  at   whieh  be  fl^iii 
The  prinripal  front  ix  tui  irrc^^ulnr  pile,  rebuilt  in  t-'JSd,  with 
exception  of  the  tower,  and  the  gate  whieli  forma  the  chief  en- 
tnuice.     These  were  constmrtcd  by  Thomaa  Rodburae,  Bislio) 
of  St,  David's,  in  the  year  14l<(.     The  gate  is  ornamented  »il 
statues  of  Kinjj;  Rtury  HI.  and  tlic  founder,  in  canopied  nichi 
and  with  a  scnlptured  tabloi  expressive  of  the  history  of  St,  John 
the  Baptist.     These  iiileresttng  embellishments  were  much  de- 
laced  by  the  parliamentary  soldiera,  and  are  now  in  a  dami^ed 
condition.     The  great  north  wiadow,  which  abuts  on  the  street, 
is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  florid  Gothic  arehitecture,  uid  fbrfos 
the  cliief  ornament  of  the  front  range  of  the  ediCce. 

The  fint  court  ia  Bmall,  and  totally  destitute  of  all  nniforihity 
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of  architectural  features ;  one  side,  however,  is  mach  adorned  by 
a  part  of  the  chapel,  which  has  high  pointed  windows,  and  onw* 
mented  buttresses,  from  which  project  corbels  carved  into  hn* 
tastical  figures.  In  this  court  are  placed  the  warden's  lodgingi^ 
a  low  building,  supposed  to  be  in  part  coeval  with  the  iduuii^ 
tion. 

A  handsome  arch  leads  to  the  inner  quadrangle,  which  wmi 
formed  at  the  expense  of  the  society  in  1610,  and  is  110  feel 
long,  and  100  in  breadth.  This  court  is  regular,  and  the  whoh 
is  in  a  pleasing  style  of  Gothic,  except  a  central  elevation  en 
the  southern  side,  which  surmounts  the  gate  conducting  to  tba 
gardens ;  and  there  we  find  successive  ranges  of  pillars  of  tfa» 
Corinthian,  Doric,  Ionic,  and  Tuscan  orders.  In  an  upper  coBh- 
partment  are  placed  the  arms  of  James  I. 

Two  sides  of  the  third  court,  which  is  on  a  very  contracted 
scale,  are  occupied  by  the  Library,  This  building  was  founded 
by  William  Rede,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  in  the  year  1376,  and 
is  calculated  to  excite  the  utmost  veneration  in  the  bcliolder^ 
since  it  is  assuredly  the  most  ancient  structure  of  its  kind  in 
England.  It  is  a  low  building,  with  a  range  of  narrow  oblong 
windows  surmounted  by  four  low  towers,  lighted  by  small  case* 
ments.  The  glass  of  each  division  has  been  at  difHrent  times 
ornamented  with  armorial  bearinc^s.  The  roof  is  of  wood,  ar- 
ranged in  angular  compartments;  and  the  wainscoltiug  is  at  one 
end  carved  into  archit(7ctural  allusions.  We  have  already  ob- 
served that  many  of  the  valuable  mauuscripts  originally  con- 
tained in  this  library  were  destroyed  or  dispersed  by  the  injudi- 
cious agents  of  Reformation  in  lOOO. 

The  Hail  is  a  plain  but  respectable  structure,  ascended  by  a 
flight  of  stops,  and  contains  several  portraits,  together  with  a 
large  picture  by  Dr.  Wall,  whicli  represents  the  founder's  ti'iumph 
over  indolence  and  bigotry,  as  exemplified  in  the  dispersion  of 
monkish  gloom  by  the  introduction  of  scholastic  discipline.  This 
full  has  been  frequently  honoured  by  the  presence  of  crowned 
heads,  as  it  has  been  cuslomar}',  since  the  foundation  of  Chrivt 

<  Church,. 
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Church,  for  the  king'  to  reside  in  that  collen^e,  but  the  queen  at 
Mertoo,  during  the  visits  of  the  court.* 

The  University  can  scarcely  boast  of  a  Gothic  building  more 
impressively  fine  than  the  CbapeL  This  edifice  was  raised 
about  the  year  1424,  on  the  ruins  of  a  very  ancient  pile,  and  is, 
likewise,  the  parish  church  of  St.  John  Baptist. f  It  consists  of  a 
choir,  a  cross  aisle,  and  an  ante-chapel,  and  has  a  well-propor- 
lioiied  square  tower,  with  an  open  parapet  surmounted  by  jagged 
pinnacles.  The  windows  of  the  choir  are  richly  painted  with 
representations  of  saints ;  and  those  of  the  cross  aisle  are  fine 
tpecimens  of  the  pointed  style  of  architecture  in  its  most  fortn- 
natp  era;  but  the  great  eastern  window  is  the  most  striking,' 
The  masonry  is  exquisitely  delicate,  and  tlie  lower  compart- 
ments are  ornamented  with  painted  glass  b}  Price,  executed  in 
1700,  expressive  of  different  passages  in  scripture.  The  upper 
sections,  including  a  wheel  of  St.  Catharine,  finely  worked,  are 
completely  filled  by  coloured  glass,  the  sedate  tints  of  which 
bestow  relief,  and  add  much  to  the  captivating  effect  of  the 
whole.  The  altar-pitfcc  beneath  this  window  is  a  Crucifixion, 
supposL-d  to  be  painted  by  Tintoret ;  but  it  is  not  nearly  equal  in 
colouring  or  combination  to  many  pictures  by  that  master. 

Neiir  the  altar  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Thomas  BodJey,  with 
his  bust,  surrounded  by  books,  and  other  emblems  of  study  and 
science;  and  also  a  cenotaph  in  honour  of  Sir  Henry  Savile,  who 
was  buried  at  Elou.  An  onornamcntcd  tablet,  on  the  left  of  the 
altar,  records  the  talents  and  virtues  of  Bishop  Earle,  whose 

delicacy 

♦  It  is  worthj  of  remark  tliatihti  first  ct^mmoti-room  Vnovrn  in  the  Unitersitj 
was  fitted  np  at  this  colU'gc,  in  the  ^chf  1661. 

t  The  c!iiirc)i  of  St.  John  uriginally  helonged  to  the  mbbey  of  Reading,  and 
was  hj  one  of  the  abbots,  given  to  Dc  Merton,  in  1265.  Oliver,  Bishop  of 
Liocohi,  mndo  it  a  collegiate  church  in  it9'i.  The  chapel,  at  it  now  ap« 
.  pears,  probably  formed  only  a  part  n(  the  builder*5  de«>i|;n.  The  general 
character  of  the  structure  is  so  distinct  from  that  u^^aallj  adopted  in  tire 
construction  of  chapels,  that  (here  is  reason  to  belice  the  founder  inteude4 
the  building  to  be  cruciform,  in  fcsenibiiince  of  a  cathedral. 
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delicacy  of  wit  and  accurate  knowledge  of  human  maDnei'S  are  bo 
lily  displayed  in  the  little  work  termed  MtcnKoBmography. 
I  In  tlie  aote-chapcl  is  a  particularly  fine  cross,  comiueDiorative 
I  Johnnrui  BluxhatH  and  Jvhaniiei  Whylton,  tlic  Urst  a  warden 
I  MertoD,  and  the  latter  a  bentTaclor  to  titc  college.  Near  the 
rlh  door  lica  Antony  Wood.  His  srma  are  displayed  oa  n  small 
■ral  tablet,  with  au  inicriptiou,  which  merely  infortna  the  reader 
kit  lie  W3C  an  Butiqiiary,  aiid  notices  hia  age,  and  the  time  at 
Aich  he  died. 

la  the  list  of  eminent  persons,  connected  with  ho  ancient  a 
•liege,  we  iiaturally  expect  lo  find  men  who  are  rather  tradi- 
ionally  famous,  tlian  familiu-|y  venerated  through  tlie  medium 
r  tlieir  works.  Aecordingty,  we  meet  with  John  Dnns,  better 
1  by  the  appellation  of  Duns  Scotus,*  and  titled  by  the 
BBiveraity  of  Paris,  on  account  of  his  skill  in  logical  disputation, 
»  tubtU  Doctor.  William  Ockham.  a  pupil  of  Duna  Scotus, 
d  founder  of  the  sect  of  Schoolmen  termed  Ockhamists.  Ock- 
opposed  the  assumptions  of  the  Pope,  in  regard  to  tempo* 
Hlitiea,  with  so  much  spirit  and  success,  that  he  thouifht  him- 
aelf  entitled  familiarly  to  say  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  "  if 
you  will  defend  me  by  your  svrord,  [  will  defend  you  by  my  pen." 
This  renowned  champion  was  atyled  the  lingular  and  invineibU 
Doctor.  John  Wickliffe  was  likewise  fellow  of  Merton,  and  be 
was  termed,  by  those  friendly  tu  his  sentiments,  Doctor  Ecange- 
Hctu. 

In  ancceeding  ages  this  college  has  produced  Sir  Henry  Savile, 
one  <if  the  most  celebrated  scholars  of  the  seventeenth  centnry. 
Dr.  Harvey,  who,  by  discovering  the  circulation  of  the  hlood, 
conferred  so  much  beuefit  ou  medical  science.  Robert  Deverenx, 
Earl  of  Essex,  the  parliamentary  general.  Antony  Wood,  the 
Oxford  natiquary  ;  and  Sir  Richard  Steele,  a  man  qualified  to 
lay  the  foundatiou  of  national  improvement,  but  fated  t«  lose  the 
■nerit  of  his  exertions  Uirongh  irregularity  of  habit.  His  wit  was 
Vol,  XII.  N  at 

*  From  s  MS.  in  Merton  IJbriry,  it  appesn  that  Duos  «m  botn  in  th* 
vUligsafDaOitan,  in  tbe  mbuij  of  Nariliuinbrcland. 
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ai  louit  eqoal  to  that  of  Addisotiy  and  his  judfment,  if  allowed 
cool  operatioii,  mv  pnohaUj  not  inferior;  hot  his  constttatianal 
fifacity  indaeed  his  so  ot^tioually  to  aotfrom-fiisi  impuUes, 
that  he  hSs  left  posterity  only  a  few- opportaBitiaa4>f -ascertaining 
thb  real  extent  of  his  powers. 

The  society  wX  present  consistsof  a- warden^  twenty^onr.feU 
lowsy  feorteen  postmasters,  four  schol|Hrs>  two  cfaaplainsy  and  two 
derks.  In  the  election  of  a  warden  the  fellews  present  three 
names  from  their  own  number,  and  the  visitor  of  the  eolk^a  (the 
Ai^hishop  of  Oantorbory)  fixes  on  :one«  The»chaplainsk[fei^rm 
senrice  for  the  parish  of  St.  John  Baiptist 


NEW  COLLEGE 

wai  founded  in  the  year  1379,  by  William  of  Wykeham,  Bishop 
of  Winohester^  and  is  intituled  in  the-  charter'  SumU  Marie 
V^kge  of  Wynchatf,  in  Osei^ard.  The  tsrm.fieio  was^  at  the 
period  of  its  erection,  popohsrly  applied  to  the  stmctare^  and,  by 
a  strange  inattentioa  to  propriety,  the  same>appeUation'has  been: 
rteeifed  as  correct  by  all  dassss  through  eyery  saooeeding  age. 
Bctit  is  in  the  inconsequential  particular  of  name  alone  that  the 
iatention  of  the  founder  has  ftiiled.     His  college  still  psesents  one 
of  the  noblest  specimens  of  architecture  contained  in  the  Uai* 
▼ersity  ;  and  the  statutes  framed  by  his  wisdom  have  formed  «• 
procedent  to  emulotiye  patrons  of  literature. 
,  The  illntotrions  founder  of  New.Oollege  waa  bora  at  Wykeham, 
in  IIampal)ire,r  in  the  year.  18^  of  parf^nte  who  were  far. from 
Qpnleiit,  and  was  indebted  for  his  educationat  Winchester  school 
to  flie  bounty  of  a  neighbouring  patron*     On  qaitUng  scliool  he 
wfts  employed  as  secretarf  by.  his  earlj' friend;,  and  was  shortly 
recommended  :  to  the  notice  of ;  Kiag' Edward  IIi«i    Although* 
Wykeham  had  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  profit 'by  collegiate- 
discipline,  the  extent  of  his  aequirements  is  BufBcicntly  provied 
by  the  high  offices  whichheno^  shorjtly- filled  .with  dtstipgui^ied 

honour^ 
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troooar;  He  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  king's  worics  at  Windsor 
CasUci  in  1356;  and,  three  yearri  after,  was  constituted  chief 
ivarden  and  sorveyor  ofall-the  most  important  boildings  conneeted 
wifh  the  possessions  t»f  the  sovereign.  It  is  not  clearly  ascer- 
tained whether  Wykeham  had  entered  into  holy  orders  prerioas 
to  his  filling  the  first  of  these  offices,  or  whether  the  king  di* 
recl<^'  bis  attention  to  the  chnrch  as  the  most  desirable  chaanel 
of  ^reyal  bonnty.  Bnt  it  is  known  that  many  Talaable  livingi 
were  bestdwed  on  bin  before  the  year  1363,  and  he  was  adfinced 
to  tiie^iMiopfic  of  Winchester  in  1366. 

Ris'enefgiiM 'increased  with  his  elevation;  and  his  talents 
were  feahd  so  serviceable  to  the  state,  that  he  was  appointed 
Lord  Cha!ifceI1or.  His  condact  in  this  office  appears  to  haTe  been 
exemplary,'  for  liis  popularity  was  great;  bnt,  in  1371,  he  re- 
sigiied  the  seal,  in  consequence  of  a  petition  firom  the  Parliament 
to  the  King,  praying  that  churchmen  might  be  precluded  from 
plaee^  of  high  political  trust.  Wykeham  still  retained  the  warm 
apphfbattbn  of  his  master ;  but,  towards  the  close  of  Edward's 
reign,  the  Tenerablei  monarch  sank  into  a  state  of  imbeciHity,  and* 
th^  turbol^nt  Duke  of  Lancaster  took  advantage  of  this  season 
to  insinuate  prejudices  which  caused  the  bishop  to  he  banished 
firom  court.  He  was  speedily  brought  to  trial,  on  eight  articles 
of  accusation,  bnt  the  utmost  malevolence  of  an  intriguing  party 
could  only  attach  blame  to  him  on  one  bead.  This  proved  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  faction,  and  the  temporalities  of  liis  see  were 
taken  into  the  hands  of  the  court.  He  was,  however,  shortly 
restored  to  his  honours  and  emoluments,  in  consequence  of  a 
popular  emotion  in  hia  favour,  and  had  the  satisfactiop  of  an 
interview  with  his  misled,  bnt  still  gracious  roaster,  a  few  days 
before  the  aged  king  expired. 

Richard  11.  appointed  Wykeham  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the 
government  for  some  time*  derived  evident  benefit  from  his  coun- 
sel and  integrity;  bat  when  Wykeham  found  that  no  remon- 
olhmcea  could  divert  the  infatuated  monarch  from  courses  prolific 
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of  mill,  he  nillidrtw  Irom  court,  and  devoted  himself  l^nti rely  tn 
•the  duties  of  h'lR  bUliopric,  and  to  acts  of  public  and  private 
beneficence.  This  great  and  good  man  died,  nearly  at  the  age 
of  eiglitv,  in  the  year  I4U4,  and  was  interred  in  a  chantry  whicb 

I  be  had  (.-aoBtructcd  for  himself  in  Winchester  cathedral. 

The  designs  of  Wykehain,  in  regard  to  snch  a  foundation  as 
nigbl  assist  in  improving  the  literature  of  his  countr)-,  were  on  a 
enrnprcheiisive  scale.  He  began  to  purchue  lands  at  Oxford  two 
years  after  he  entered  on  his  bishopric;  and,  in  1.373,  eatablished 
■  BchonI  at  Winchester.  The  buildingH  of  the  college  nere  finished 
«ix  years  after  the  foundation  atone  was  laid  ;  and,  in  the  ensuing 
year,  he  commenced  a  splendid  slructure  at  Wincbeater,  (on  the 
site  of  the  seminary  in  wliich  he  had  himself  received  education,) 
wbicli  was  HLewise  brought  to  perfectiou  six  yeara  after  it  wts 
begun.  By  tlie  sUitates  presented  to  his  foundation  at  Oxford 
the  society  was  made  to  consist  of  a  warden,  and  seventy  poor 
Kholars,  twenly  of  irhoni  were  to  apply  to  the  study  of  La«>, 
and  the  remaining  fifty  to  Philosophy,  the  Arts,  and  Theology. 
Till'  whole  to  take  priest's  orders  citliiii  a  specified  time. 

The  society  of  Winchester  was  formed  of  a  warden,  with  se- 

I  ^euty  scholars,  who  were  to  be  instructed  in  grammalical  learu- 
ig,  for  «hicli  purpose  a  scboolmaster  and  usher  were  regularly 
ippointed.  Priests,  clerks,  and  choristers,  were  appended  to  each 
society.  The  iichool  at  Winchester  was  directed  to  supply  the 
college  with  students,  by  election,  and  was  rendered  subject  to  a 
jiearlj  visitation  from  the  wardens  and  fellows.  So  grand  and 
aaiapreheDsive  a  design,  which  takes  tlie  student  even  from  hia 
Sursery-days,  and  qualities  him,   progressively,  for  the  highest 

I  4>(tices  of  cbnrcli  aud  state,  merits,  indeed,  the  warmest  eulogy 

I,  of  every  succeeding  age  ! 

,  The  henf^factors  to  this  noble  institution  have  been  nnmerons, 
tiiough  ouly  one  (John  de  Buckingham,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  who 

['  (kve  the  advuwsoii  of  Swalcliffi;  church,   together  -with  some 
•ilJAcent  laiid»,)  occurred  during  the  protracted  life  of  Wykeham. 
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Among  Ihote  which  have  riseo  in  iMre  vteent  period^  9iimnl 
hire  femided  exhUMtiene,  and  others  have  oidowed  ifriiBM^  m^ 
lioM,  and  lectarei. 

New  College  now  consiata  of  a  afAciou  foadnngle^  witti 
attaehed  dnpel,  hall,  and  library^  a  fine  fange  of 
doialeny  and  a  aeriea  of  bviUinga  for  Ihe  oae  of  atndenti^ 
the  Garden  Coort    The  chambeia  towards  the  garden  ava  the 
only  porta  not  comprehended  in  the  plan  of  the  ibnnder.    The 
qnadrang^  ia  entered  hy  a  portal,  and  haa  the  ehapd  and  hall 
on  the  north,  and  the  library  on  the  eait    The  reuiaiiidar  of  the 
eoait  IB  eonpoeed  of  the  warden's  lodgii^s,  and  apartHNaAa  ier 
the  Mows.    The  side  formed  by  the  chapel  and  hdl  is  a  ihaWa 
and  interesting  specimen  of  Gothic  beauty ;  but  only  lilde  eif 
Wykeham'a  spirit  renuuns  in  the  aspect  of  the  other  bniUiags. 
The  qwrtments  of  this  coort  were  originally  only  t%o  irtorhfi 
high ;  hot,  towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  centnry,  a  tUfld  tier 
of  rsoma  was  added ;  and  modem  squares  have  been-anbalitnled 
for  theinrmer  arched  transom  windows  -of  the  edifice.    Mm  em- 
batded  par^t  was  placed  along  th6  top^  and  some  attentian  was 
certainly  paid  to  unifbrmity  in  the  aherations ;  but,  by  inereasiiig 
the  height  of  the  buildings,  the  apparent  extent  of  the  quadrangle 
in  diminished,  and  the  harmony  of  architectural  efiect  mitirely 
destroyed.    The  gateway-tower  is  still  pleasing,  from  the  just- 
ness of  its  proportions ;  and,  though  divested  by  the  hand  of 
tasteless  innovation  of  its  pristine  character,    yet  retains  the 
sculptured  effigy  of  Wykeham  in  one  of  its  ornamented  niches. 
At  the  south-east  end  of  the  hall  is  constructed  a  tower,  divided 
into  four  stories,  each  roofed  with  stone.     In  one  of  these  rooms 
arc  preserved  some  interesting  relics  of  the  founder.    The  dimen- 
sions of  the  quadrangle  are  about  168  feet  by  129. 

The  Garden  Court  was  completed  in  1684,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  built  in  imitation  of  the  palace  of  Versailles.  This  edifice 
consists  of  three  stones  of  high-ceiled  chambers,  with  a  battle- 
ment on  the  top,  and  widens,  by  triple  breaks,  towards  the  gar- 
dens which  lie  extended  in  the  front.     The  design  certainly  pos* 

N  3  sesses 
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niwies  elegaace,  though  it  iiivolveti  unc  obvious  iDcenvenience  in 

■  ^int  of  laatf.  Tbo  only  way  of  viewing  hucIi  k  building  to  ad- 
i  Tanlage  ia  necessarily  by  a  graduul  approucli  towards  liie  centre 
I  of  the  eleviition;  and,  as  the  usual  mode  of  advancing  to  this 
li  juncture  is  not  through  tlie  j^srdeo,  the  casual  ipectator  is  seldom 
E-.w  placed  as  to  vulch  the  result  for  wliidi  tlic  architect  laboured. 
m  The  cloiisters  form  a  collegiate  appendage  firat  introduefd  by 
BjRykchani.  They  are  ranged  in  a  ijuadrangular  fonu,  and  have 
Pju  arched  roof  of  oak.  Unlike  the  cluistcrs  of  Magdalen,  theec 
r  folemn  avenues,  together  witli  the  area  which  they  i^ckwc,  are 
I  aonaecratcil  for  the  purpose  of  burial.  Many  diatingoished  mem- 
m  pers  of  Wykeban's   iustitutiou    are  interred  beneath  the  pave- 

■  ^eut  of  the  cloisters ;  hut  the  area  of  green  sward  withiu  is  ■till 
P  free  from  any  melancholy  hint  of  the  instability  of  huiuaii  xc- 
liouireraent. 

I  All  that  piety  could  dictate,  or  afftclion  and  tustc  effect,  was 
K  ione  by  Wykeham  in  regard  to  tlie  ornaments  of  the  tntiTitfr  of 
Wvtt  CJtapel.  The  images  of  silver  and  gold  fell  as  ofleriugn  to 
Kuo  agenls  of  Reformntion  ;  and  the  fretted  niches  in  which  they 
^]«ere  placed  have  yielded  to  the  land  of  time,  but  still  the  chapel 
intended  as  a  monument  of  Wykeham's  piety  and  taste  remaiuB 
tile  most  splendid  in  the  University.  It  is  not  desirable  to  trace 
s  building  through  its  numerous  alterations  and  viciseitudes  »f 
^rtunc.  SulBce  it  to  observe  tlwt  the  ari-angemeuts  of  the  tnte- 
I  rior,  aa  they  at  jireaent  appear,  have  been  cLieHy  made  ander  the 
I  Arcction  of  Wyalt.  The  excursive  fancy  and  elegant  taste  of 
kuat  architect  are  well  known;  but  the  correctness  of  his  judg- 
r  went  has,  in  the  present  instance,  been  questioned  by  some  exB> 
Kminers.  If  we  compare  his  perrormoDce  with  the  simple,  yet 
f  ^^nd  designs  of  Wykeham,  he  certaiiUy  will  appear  to  oiaoh 
Fdiaad  vantage  j  but,  perhaps,  it  is  a  more  eijullablc  mode  ti>  place 
I  Aim  in  a  scale  of  coiuparison  with  those  wljo  cflecled  former 
t '  alferalions  in  the  chapel  ornaments.  Vtry  coosiderable  praise 
f  nust  then  be  allolted  to  his  spirited  efforts. 
*  '   The  aate-chapel  is  about  eighty  feet  in  length  by  ihirty-aiii 
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ia  breiidtlp^  fuod  is  inpporled  by  two  fttaflf-nioQlded  prllan,  of 
conspicaous  beauty.  The  choir  is  100  feci  long,  35  broad,  and 
^.  higK  !vid  was  paved  with  black  and  white  marble  in  the 
year  1^36.  At  the  west  end  of  U»e  choir  is  an  organ-loft, 
ricbly  i^lonijed  with  Gothic  allusions,  in  att»intion  to  the  general 
obwaofter  of  the  building.  An  opening  through  tins  loft  ju^ 
cip«4y  aUows  a  perspective  view  of  the  great  paintjErd  window  ia 
the  ftDte^hapel,  uBquestionably  one  of  the  finest  that  ever  "WM 
exec^led*.  The  east  end  is  worked  into  canopied  niches,  fifty  in 
DWiiber^  aad  each  adorned  with  pinnacles  and  tracery  of  the 
ffidieai  description.  TJie  fashion  of  these  nearly  resembles  tjl^^t 
ef  the  ancient  ornaments  of  tlie  high  altar ;  for  whcu  the  late. 
iHiproTemeiits  were  efiected  Mudcr  the  direction  of  Wyatt,  a  pfut 
of  the  old  wall,  containing  some  fragmentary  niches,  w^s  dis- 
coTered;  and  the  architect  laudably  endeavoured  to  revive  the 
eriginal  builder's  design.*  The  communion*table  is  of  doTe-€0« 
loQied  marble ;  and  the  face  of  the  wall  immediately  above  it  is 
adoi»ed  with  five  small  compartments  of  marble  sculpture  in  alto 
xelieto,  by  Westmaoott,  representing  the  Salutation  of  jthe  Vir- 
gin Mary;  the  Nativity;  tlie  takiQg  down  from  the  Croaa^  t^ 
Resurrection  and  the  Ascension.  The  whole  of  these  are  emi- 
nently fine;  but,  perhaps,  the  Descent  from  the  Cross  is  most 
conspicuous  for  merit.  Every  limb  of  llic  crucified  Saviousf  ia 
afTectiugly  dead ;  and  female  grief  does,  indeed,  appear  pierc- 
ingly beantiful  in  the  blended  grace  ai;d  misery  described  'm 
the  figure  of  Mary.  An  attitude  so  swelling  and  energetic,  yet 
ao  entirely  devoid  of  Uieati'ical  parade,  has  seldom  been  witnessed 
in  the  performances  of  a  modern  sculptor. 

The  painted  windows  afford  a  prominent  feature  to  the  capti- 
Tating  splendour  of  the  chapel ;  and  these  are  the  more  inter^t- 

N  4  iDg, 

•  The  ground-colour  of  the  nncicnt  niclies  was  a  deep  blue,  nud  the  edges 
were  richly  gilt.  The  efTect  of  the  altar-piece  must  have  been  saperli* 
lively  grand  when  CHch  of  these  niches  wof  occupied  by  a  statue  of  delicate 
msrfolcj  or,  pcrhapt,  of  preciuut  nietal ! 
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ing,  M  tbej  eaftble  the  tpeotator  to  form  a  eompAnliTt  wuijM 
of  four  diflerent  styles  of  exeeatioo. 

The  windows  of  the  tnto-ohapel  (with  the  exoeption  of  the 
lirge  one  on  the  west)  are  probably  coeval  with  the  comple- 
tion of  the  boilding,  and  were  presenred  in  1660,  according  to 
Woody  by  the  adroitness  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  coll^pe,  who 
assured  the  visitors  that  their  finances  were  too  low  "  to  set  np 
new,  bni promised  that  they  would  when  they  n&re  in  a  capacity/' 
These  windows  contain  representations  of  patriarchs,  saints,  and 
martyrs,  neariy  all  ill-drawn,  and  the  colouring  destitute  of  re- 
Kef.  Many  of  the  tints  are  vivid,  and,  occasionally,  a  gracefiil 
line  occurs ;  but  the  total  want  of  a  due  distribution  of  light 
and  shade  prevents  their  attaining  any  resemblance  of  pictorial 
beanty. 

The  windows  on  the  north  Hide  of  the  choir  were  execnfed  by 
Mr^  Pedutt,  of  York,  and  are  filled  with  repesentations  of  the 
Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  twelve  Apostles,  together  with 
various  characters  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament  The  colouring 
is  gandy  rather  than  vivid,  and  the  execution  of  the  whole  i* 
lamentably  inferior  to  that  of  the  windows  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  chapel,  which  are  by  a  Flemish  artist,  and  after  designs, 
according  to  popular  report,  from  the  school  of  Rubens.  lu 
each  window  are  eight  figures  of  saints,  martyrs,  &c.  with  va- 
rious symbolical  allusions.  The  drawing  of  these  is  in  many 
instances  masterly,  and  the  expression  full  of  spirit.  The  colours 
are  unusually  rich  and  brilliant  The  glass  of  these  windows,  when 
removed  from  Flanders,  was  procured  by  Price  the  younger,  of 
whom  they  were  purchased  by  the  members  of  New  Coll^ew 
By  Price  they  were  repaired,  and  fitted  to  their  present  stations, 
in  1740. 

But  the  great  west  window,  for  beauty  of  design,  for  exquisite 
dispositicm  of  light  and  shade,  and  for  fascinating  influence  of 
general  effect,  far  excels  every  other  effort  of  painting  on  glass 
in  the  University.  This  splendid  work  was  begun  about  the  yeat 
1(776,  firom  finished  cartoons  by  iStr  Jothua  ReffnoldM,  and  was 

executed 
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I  executed  kjr  Jtnait.     The  Inwer  range  ia  divided  into  eeT«n 
mpartments,  about  twelve  feel  liigh,  aiid  three  feet  wide,  in 
\  eacli  of  which  is  placed  nn  allegorical  figure,  the  whole  seven 
j  reprrsenling    the    Cardinal    and   Christian    Virtara.      Temper- 
\  emtt,   moderate  even   in    water,    which   she  is  pouring  from  a 
larger  vessel  into  a  smaller.     Forliiuile,  a  line  figure,  replets 
b  -with  expression,  her  hand  resting  on  a  brnkcn  column,  which  ia 
,  erect,  though  in  fragments.     Faith,  firmly  fi\eil  on  both  feet, 
'  and  bearing  a  cross.     Charili/  occupies  the  central  compartment, 
and  is  allegorized,  as  usual,  tiy  a  female  figure  in  tlje  act  of  taking 
childr«i  to  her  shelter.     This  is  a  lovely  iptnip.     The  maternal 
attitude  ia  beneficence  itself;  and  the  suppliant  fondness  of  Uie 
chtldreQ  is  irresiatibly  engaging.     Hope,  glancing  towanls  hea- 
ven, and  scarcely  touching  the  earth  through  eagerness  of  an- 
ticipation     Perhaps  this  figore  has  less  slrengtli  of  expression 
than  cither  of  those  before  noticed.     Jvtiice,  finely  described  aa 
looking  through  the  shade  which  her  own  arm  casts  over  her  face. 
A  fdvelyard  is  substituted  for  the  usual  accampanimeut  of  scales. 
This  is,  probably,  a  more  picturesque  appendage,  but  is  ordina- 
rily ased   for  such  vulu;ar  purposes  that  it  scenis  to  detract  from 
the  dignity  of  the  allegory.     Prudaice,  on  her  right  arm  aa 
I  arrow  joined  with  a  remora,  the  emblems  of  speed  and  delib»- 
'  ration. 

Although  these  allegorical  figures  unavoidably  arrext  the  at- 
I  tentiofl,  the  chief  eliiirts  of  the  artist  are  displayed  in  the  upper 
I  cnnparlraent  of  the  window.     The  size  of  this  division  is  nnt  less 
'   than  eighteen  feet  in  height,  and  ten  in  w  idtb.     The  subject  Te< 
preaented  i»  the  Nativity  of  Jtsus.  and,  in  many  respects,  a  finer 
eoDibination  was  never  produced  by  the  accurate  judgment  and 
refined  taste  of  Reynolds.     In  observance  of  the  Nolle  of  Cor- 
regio,  he  has  taken  for  his  light  the  emanation  aipposed  to  pro- 
M-edfrom  the  body  of  the  infant  Saviour — a  plan  happily  adapted 
to  the  character  of  painting  on  glais.      The  composition  prin- 
cipally c^nsistx  of  thirteen  figures.     Among  tbene  a  group  of 
angels,  nowly  deaccuded  to  the  stable,  and  kneeling  round  the 
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bftbe,  k  exceadiiigly  fine.  The  ^bernb-face  plaeeJ  dote  to  Um 
iiifaoi  isofte  of  the  loveliest  ever  iaagkied  by  Sir  JeBlniay  mnim 
fendered,  by  the  nkiUiil  use  of  Irain^mreney,  ail  but  alitt.  la 
the doods  aboYC  is  intradaoed  an  angel,  peoderiRg^  ofer  the  aija* 
tery  of  rediemption  through  the  crow;  and,  at  uo  great  distitfiee, 
ia  wriltenim  a  acroll,  the  orighial  Greek  of  the  text,  "  M yaftmei 
whicb  tlie  aageb  themaelvea  desire  to  look  into/'  Among  tfa* 
shephenLi  who  are  approaching  to  ofier  devotions^  are  in«efted 
portnits  of  the  two  artists,  Sir  Joshna  ReynoUs,  and  fifr.  ionraiai  * 
The  colouring  of  this  fine  window  is  temperate,  though  ri<^,  and 
the^wheJe  approximates  more  nearly  to  Natare  than  any  eibrt  of 
glass^painting  before  the  time  of  JcrVais. 

In  a  recess  near  the  altor  is  preserved  the  crosier  of  the  fimnder. 
This  venerable  relic  of  sacerdotal  pomp  is  composed  of  silver, 
highly  gilt  and  enamelled.  Instead  of  the  Holy  Iismb  is  intnn 
daoed  tlie  figure  of  Wykeham,  kneeKng. 

The  Bali  is  one  of  tiie  most  spacioos  rooms  tn  tlie  University  ; 
and  was,  early  in  the  sixteenth  century,  lined  witli  wainacotling, 
a  partof  whicli  is  curiously  carved.  The  windows  are  ornamented 
with  arms  and  devices ;  and.  over  the  screen  is  placed  a  fine  pio- 
ture,  by  one  of  the  Caracci,  of  the  Shepherd'8  homage  to  Christ, 
immedialely  subnequeot  to  the  Nativity.  The  drawing  of  this 
piece  is  admirably  correct,  and  tlie  female  figures  abound  with 
grace  and  beauty.  This  valuable  painting  was  presented  to  the 
society  by  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  and  was  kept  in  the  chapel  till 
the  kite  alterations  rendered  its  removal  necessary.  The  hall, 
likewise,  contains  several  portraits,  among  which  is  one  of  the 
(bunder. 

Tlie  lAbrary  consists  of  two  rooms,  one  on  tlic  second,  and 
tlie  other  on  the  third  story.  The  first  contains  books  of  divi- 
nity ;  and  the  upper  room  (the  interior  of  which  has  been  lately 
rebuilt  by  Wyatt)  is  dedicated  to  works  of  miscellaneous  liters^ 
tttfe.  The  contributors  to  this  library  have  been  numerous,  and 
the  collection  is  extremely  valuable. 

The  gardens  are  extensive,  and  are  now  laid  out  with  much 
7  taste. 
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Jff^  (ewple,  or  loimpier  ple(UHure-»]uiB«e.^js  ifk^fi^^  by  :tiM  c^^ 
ICitt,  ^icb' is  preservM  ia  Jk,atete. of  %h  rfpfdr.  7be,g«ta» 
wf^fifgaM  from  Uie  iapj^rn,^nrt'>y  p,,|h(anil»ope  i»ii,y^1.i»Hlf» 
190. ie^  in  l^gth,  which  onginally  bebiQg^  to  tbaJM^fd 
Chandoo*  magnificent  palace  at  Canona.  WbeaX7bfurl^..l«-|i^ 
W^rf^JM^  OfSfoi  Bgmsmi  tbe.;p^ii^eiaa^,l|ni|y»  Ifev 
^M^ye  wuj^ec^  ft»  a  gams^va  ;  faadi  iDrl6dl,4t<w^C)|^ 
4e4)Qr*Cq)o^^,{)raper  on  the  side  of  CromwelL  'On  ,;|bfC0,4ioqa« 
aionB  the  doisten  and  tower  were  used  as  magazinef  .for  a»« 
mnnitioB^  and  tlie  buildings  were  considerably  injured  in  many- 
parts. 

Tiie4bllQiii.iig  arc  a  few  of  the  eminent  persons  who  bave. 
educated  in  this  college :  Chicbele>  Archbishop  of  Cajuterhiny, 
pa^  honoqr'to  thejonemory  of  Wykebam^  by  imitatiug  hi*  beneCU 
cemt^f^mple.  We  have  already  mentioned  the  chief  events  of  Cbi« 
c)^'a  life,  in  oar  account  of  tbe  foundation  of  All  Souls'  CoMoga. 
Tboo|as  Beclciogton,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wdls.  John  Bussc)^ 
Bishop  of  lioooln,  first  perpetual  obanceibr  of  tbe  Univeipwlj* 
.WiOiam  Warfaamj  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  one  of.  the  ablest  aad 
best  men  of  bis  time^  and  tbe  patron  of  Erasmus.  The  learned 
and  truly  excellent  Bishop  l^wth.  Among  students  of  other 
ranks  perhaps  the  following  are  some  of  the  most  interesting 
names:  Grocyn,  deserving  of  lasting  gratitude  as  one  of  tha 
rcviTers  of  learning.  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  tiie  fatlier  of  Sir  Phi- 
lip, a  man  of  more  useful  qualities  than  his  far-famed  son.  The 
learned,  but  ill-iated,  Thomas  Lydiat  The  society  of  New 
College  erected  a  monument  over  his  grave,  and  have  placed  a 
cenotaph  to  bis  honour  in  the  cloister.  Dr.  Bruno  Ryves,  writer 
of  the  first  newspaper  published  in  England.  Somerville  and 
Pitt,  the  poets ;  and  tbe  Rev.  Joseph  Spence,  well  known  as  aa 
elegant  miscellaneous  writer. 

The  present  members  of  tbe  society  are  a  warden,  soventj 
fellows,  ten  chaplains,  three  clerks^  and  sixteen  choristers,  lu 
iregard  to  two  fellowships,  a  preference  is  given  to  the  founder'a 
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kiit^re^j  '«1io  are  admitted  fellows  wilhoat  two  years  at  ftoQ 
tion,  ithich  term  is  required  frotn  all  other  candidates, 
whole  of  tlie  fellows  are  elected  from  Winchester,  by  the  wag 
dens  of  boll)  colleges,  two  fellows  of  New  College,  and  the  t 
varden  and  head  master  of  Winchester.  The  elections  to  fill  n 
iicsncics  urc  held  aimuslly. 

The  fellows  of  tliis  college,   hy   a  privilege  secared  by  I 
founder,  may  be  admilled  to  all  degrees  io  the  Univereily  mer 
on  an  examiaation  in  their  own  college  according  ta  the  Uirived 
si.)  forms. 

ORItL  COLLEGE. 

Tliis  eollege  owch  ita  fotindation  to  Adam  De  Brom,  of  whtn^l 
it  is  only  kiio«n  that  he  was  rector  of  Hanworlli,  ia  Middlesex,.! 
Ill  1315;  dianrellor  of  the  diocese  of  Durham  in  the  followin^j 
year;  archdeacon  of  Stow  in  1319 ;  and,  shortly   aTler,  was  pro 
tnoted  to  the  living  of  St  Mary.  Oxford.     In  the  year  1324,  I 
Brom  obtained  permission  from  King  Edward  II.  to  purchase  lanAI 
and  premises  in  Oxford,  to  the  annual  value  of  thirty  pounds,  l< 
the  purpose  of  founding  a  college  to  the  honour  of  the  Virgia 
Mary.     He  accordingly  purchased  an  estate  in  St.  Mary's  parial 
and  founded  a  collegiate  institution  for  Hit:  study  of  divtBity  a; 
logic.     When   he    had   proceeded  thus  far  he  surrcitdered  t 
whole  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  in  hope  of  acquiring,  by  si 
step,  regal  assistance  for  his  infant  society .-  nor  did  De  Bro 
ealeulate  on  fallacious  ground.    Edward  had  already  evinced  ]iliel<fl 
rality  by  founding  the  college  of  Carmelite  Priara  in  Oxford  ; 
he  readily  placed  this  uew  institution  under  bis  particular  o 
In  the  succeeding  year  he  granted  a  fre«h  charter,  in  which  h 
directed  the  studies  of  the  college  to  be  divinity  and  the  cancn 
law ;  and,  for  the  better  support  of  the  incmberG,  he  bestowed 
■ome  teneraenta  in  Oxford,  and  gave  the  advowson  of  St.  Hai 
church,  on  condition  of  their  providing  chaplains  for  daily  s> 
vice. 

Adam  de  Brotn  wa>  appointed  the  first  provost,  &ad  be  drew  a 

twd]r| 


itiy  «r  BUMea  ui  1316,  by  wUak  the  college  is  appoinlei)  U 
AMut  of  a  proTwt,  tai  ten  Mlow^  or  scholars,  seven  to  Itudy 
imiiiUy.  and  tiirae  the  ghkhi  Ikw.  .  He  also  gave  the  livingv  of 
,  ttnfMOi,  is  Yoriubire,  ud  Colcby,  in  Lincolushire.  Kiig 
Ed<m<i  ««)bUW  the  kudiWH  vf  tis  generous,  but  ill-GOed 
iMfcg.  by  bMlowiog  on  the  MMiety  »  large  messua^  called  £a 
Ortah,  to  vfaidi  the  schoUn  iqw«djly  rt^inuvcd,  and  from  which 
julmlrtwi  "flw  C<ril«ge  j^Tod  i^  name.  De  Broni  likewiM 
iJlBewiJ  of  Dm  king  the  botpittlW  St.  Bartholomew,  lituate 
WMVUk  fks  Lndaa  raada,  about  hair  a  mile  froro  St.  CUneufa 
Chnrck.  ThU  botpital  wu,  at  first,  required  only  as  an  aiiyiuB 
for  tbe  rtMavti  ia  tJmea  of  pertilaacc,  but  hu  since  proved  a 
aoaroa  rfwjMider^le  emolninrat  to  the  fouudation. 

Ma  FlaBiie,  Lord  Chaaedlor  oT  England,  was,  in  1441.  tlie 
MXt  biPlfcrtT,.  nil  beqnwt  ooatuted  of  10001.  to  be  employed 
ia  tfe»>nAaH  oftan^  for  tha  ataiDlanancu  of  four  fellows,  &tiia 
tU  vintia  of  Donat,  Wilta.  Sono^el,  and  Devon.  Among 
alMr'libMil  aaatiihiriors,  are  Carpeater,  t)i«hopof  Worcester; 
AqrtB,  KiAt9f  of  Uneeln  [founder  oC  Braaen  [^se)  Dr.  Ei- 
ilift  iMXaj,  chaneallor  of  the  ehweb  of  Salisbury  ;  Dr.  Robia- 
aoa.  Bishop  of  London  ;  Dr.  Carter,  provoxt  of  the  collets  fimn 
tTOtl  to  1727;  aad  Charles,  the  fourth  Duke  of  Beaufort  Kf 
several  of  these  henefaetors  fellowshipe  have  been  fooaded,  mI 
by  otbcrc  the  fellowships  have  been  augmented,  and  livings  b^ 
■towed.  Queen  Anne  likewise  annexed  a  prebead  of  Rochester 
to  the  proTostship. 

The  original  building  called  La  Oriok,  or  Oriel  Hall,  ra- 
ednd  and)  additions  during  the  reign  of  Edward  HI.  as  eoabM 
it  to  assume  the  quadrangular  form  so  well  adspted  to  oollqiata 
atmctnres.  But  the  increaiin;;  affluence  of  the  collefie  aUowal 
the  society,  in  diflervat  periods  of  the  seventeenth  century,  t* 
erect  the  present  quadrangle  on  a  more  judicious  and  ealargvl 
rlaa. 

The  front  towards  the  street  is  simple,  uniform,  and  connaatL 
iigi    Over  the  gateway  is  constructed  a  sqaan  tower,  the  fooe 
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«f /wliieli  nr  omnmeiiled  mi%\f  a  bay  window,  or  ori^,  Hvelnltf^ 
lior  of  the  quadrangle  is  emiaentiy  pleasingp.  The  easlemftMe 
it  a  fine  Qothic  elevation,  occupied  by  the  bati  ^and  Ibe  entiMOe 
to  the  chapel.  Tlie  hali  is  appivmehed  by  a  iliglit  of  sie(M  aoA  a 
capaetoua  portico,  over  wtiicb  aro  placed^  in  niches  Bnnilliiiittloi 
fcy  ootonal  canopiea,  statoes  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  inikiit  Jesbi^ 
aid  of  the  two- kings,  Edward  11.  and  III.  At  both  extrOMff^ 
ii  a  bold  and  omanented  oriel.  The  privo&t's  lodgings  'at^'to'tiit 
abvth;  the  bnildtngs  on  the  soalh  aad  west,  which  aro  thMi 
atoriea  high,  are  entirely  approprifited  to  the  acoommioditMii'of 
other  members  of  the  society.  Oil  the  roof  of  the  chief  gatewii^ 
are  worked  the  arms  of  King  Charles ;  and  other  dobr#ftys  iri 
emliellished  with  the  armorial  bearings  of  beneftietors; 

In  addition  to  thia  quadrangle  are  two  ranges  of  bdildiilgv  for 
the  reception  of  sladents,  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  gai^ 
ibit:  These  were  eoostrooted  at  diifiwent  times,  but  afe'bolh 
judieiomtly  oonfiMmMible  in  style  to,the  pkiner  parts  of  the>qfMU 
fhrangle.  The  first  was  ftalshed  in  1719,  at  the  expend'  of 
Bishop  Robinson^  who  also  founded  three  exhibitions  f>rbai6lle^ 
lonr.  An  inscription  on  the  front  commeinorates  both  these  "itfAtf 
of  generosity.  The  second  wing  was  erected  a  few  years  all^; 
by  the  liberality  of  George  Oiurt&t,  formerly  provost,  who  left  his 
whole  fortune  to  the  uses  of  the  college. 

Between  tlicse  two  lateral  ranges  of  building  is  placed  the' 
Ldhrary,  a  chaste  and  classical  edidcis,'  begun  in  1788,  ondc¥ 
tlic  direction  of  Wyatt.  The  interior  is  an  oblong  of  eighty-' 
three  feet  by  twenty-eight,  and  is  twenty  feet  in  height.  Among 
.tiie  books  is  a  collection  of  rare  and  estinnble  works,  bequeatbeid 
by  Edward  Lord  Leigh,  of  Stonrleigfa.  Th6  library  also  con* 
fains  a  painting  by  Vasari,  the  sol^cct  a  ifroup  of  Italian  poets; 
Gnido,  Cavalcanti,  Dante,  Boccaccio,  Petrarch,  Politian,  and 
Marailaos  Ficinus. 

The  Mall,  which  was  built  about  the  year  1637,  is  a  hand- 
some room,  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  nearly  twenty  in  breadth. 
Tke  aides  are  wainscotted^  and  embellished  in  the  Doric  stylo. 
.w  Three 
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Tteee  ivliola  leigth  porltaito  onMuoent  tMi  room— B^iwirHf. 
by  Hii4mii{  Queen  Anne/  by  DM ;  and  the  Dake  of  BeanlbH^ 
by  Svldu  Aneii^  the  plete  is  preserved  a  cop  of  silTer,  gilt^  •  mai 
iiaely  carved,  which  was  prescuted  by  the  founder. 

The  first  Chmpel  attaeh^ed  to  the  college  was  erected  late*  ia 
the  fbnrteentii  centiiryy  before  which  period  the  members  had'^fi 
laadi  i  J)ivipe  service  in  St.  Mary's  church.  Tlie  bailding  thn 
csastraded  was  pulled  down  in  1020;  but  the  new  edifice  wa* 
«pl  coMpleted  till  164*).  The  arrangement  of  the  interielr^  ia 
aimplie^aiid  UBoatentations.  The  east  window  is  embellished  with 
Umt  pvaNnlttion  of  Onr  Saviour  in  the  Temple,  executed  by 
PedlFilti  Irom  a  design  by  Dr.  Wall. 

Hie  feUowug  are  some  of  the  distinguished  persons  whose 
uaoMe  add  importance  to  the  scholastic  annals  of  this  house:— ^ 
Dr.  ButlcF,  Bishop  of  Durham,  autlior  of  the  **  Analogy/'  Ro* 
bert  Langlande,  the  presumed  author  of  Pierce  Plowman.  Sit 
WmliBT  R^tieglu  Pryrnie,  the  republican,  whose  talents  and 
acquirements  were  of  the  first  description,  th6iigh  his  judgment 
Ml  a  sacrifice  to  the  delusive  spirit  of  the  times  in  which-te 
lived.  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt,  and  the  elegant  and  judioiooa 
Dr«  Joseph  Warton. 

The  society  coiislhts  of  a  provost,  eighteen  fellows,  and  thir- 
teen exhibitioners. 

PEMBROKE  COLLEGE 

was  fonmled  early  in  the  seventeenth  centary,  on  the  site  of 
Bvoadgates  Hall,  a  very  ancient  seminary  appertaining  to  the 
jpriory  of  St.  Fridiswida.  Tliis  hall  appears,  from  an  enumeration 
«f  some  of  the  principals  given  by  Wood,  to  have  been  the  resort 
of  many  eminent  scholars ;  hut  the  buildings  were  few  and  irre- 
iinlar. 

The  foundation  of  Pembroke  College  took  place  in  consequence 
of  the  following  combination  of  circumstances.    Thomas  Tesdale,* 
a  native  of  Stajidford  Dingley,  in  Berkshire,  who  had  amassed  a 
considerable  fortune  by  farming,  and  by  dealing  in  malt  aiui  wool, 
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first  at  Abiugtlnn,  and  aJlerwErils  nt  Glymptoo,  near  Woodsto 
in  ONrnrdsljire,  died  in  the  ytar  1610,  and  lieigueiktliL-d  AOOOI. 
for  the  maialcnaiice  of  certain  r«lloKs  and  scliolars  trom  llic  free- 
Bcliool  of  AliinjjdoN,  in  any  of  the  cotlcgea  of  Oxford.  Dr.  Ab- 
bot, ArcliLiishop  of  Canterbury,  was  named  as  one  of  Uie  trustees, 
and  he,  with  tlie  itpprovance  of  LIk  coadjutors,  at  first  determined 
U>  place  the  foundation  in  Balliol  College.  Tlie  Bom  of  3001. 
was  even  advanced  for  the  commencement  of  additioual  bnildingii. 
At  this  juncture  Richard  Wightwick,  B.  D.  rector  of  East  Hslty, 
JQ  Berkshire,  engagr^l  to  make  over  some  estates  in  aid  of  Tes- 
dale's  benefaclioD  ;  and  it  was  then  reeolved  to  found  a  iiev  col- 
lege from  these  united  sources.  A  petition  was  duly  presented 
to  ttie  king  (James  I.)  by  the  corporation  of  Abingdon;  and  his 
majesty,  in  IG'^*!,  granted  the  applicants  permission  to  endow  a 
perpetual  college,  which  should  conxist  of  one  masterj  or  gover- 
nor, ten  fellows,  and  ten  Hcholars,  (or  more  or  lesit,  acccordiug  to 
the  tenor  of  statutes  to  be  afterwards  devised,}  within  the  hall 
deoomiuatei]  Broadgates.  He  likewise  directed  that  the  new  jn- 
stilutiou  should  bear  the  name  of  Pembroke,*  and  should  be  con- 
sidered as  "  i/ic  I'liundalioH  of  King  James,  at  the  cost  unit 
charges  of  Thomas  Tcadalc  and  Richard  Wightwick."  While 
*  the  king  thus  honoured  the  society  by  t^ing  the  title  of  fountkr, 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  styled  Godfather  ;  and  the  two  liberal 
persons  with  whom  the  foundation  originated,  were  termed  the 
foster -par  cnU  of  the  institution. 

The  master  and  scholiirs  took  possession  immcdiuiely,  but  tlie 
statutes  were  not  presented  till  four  years  afterwards.  By  these 
it  was  directed  th;)t  the  number  of  Tesdale's  fellows  should  be 
■even,  four  to  be  of  his  kindred,  and  the  whole  to  study  divinity. 
or  the  sis  scholars  provided  by  his  bnuuty,  two  were  to  be 
chosen  from  his  poorer  kindred  educated  in  Abingdon  school,  if 
such  should  occur,  or,  if  not,  from  the  more  needy  of  his  nlatires 
in  other  situations.     Wigbtwick's  foundation  consisted  of  1001. 
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per  afiiiirJM,  for  th«  maintenance  of  tliree  fellows  and  four  scholars, 
two  of  each  to  be  chosen  from  his  kimlred,  and  the  remainder  to 
be  elected  from  Abingdon  school.  The  right  of  election  was 
vested  in  the  master  of  the  college,  two  of  Tesdale's  senior  fel* 
lows,  the  master  of  Christ's  Hospital,  Abingdon,  two  of  tM 
senior  governors,  and  the  master  of  the  schooL 

The  benefactors  to^this  house  have  chiefly  directed  their  atten- 
tion to  the  increase  in  number  of  the  fellows  and  scholars,  and 
to  the  endowment  of  exhibitions.  Among  the  contributors  of 
these  classes  we  find  the  names  of  Sir  John  Bennett,  K.  B.  after- 
wards Lord  Ossulston,  grandson  to  Tesdalc ;  George  Townsend, 
of  Rowel),  in  Gloucestershire,  Esq. ;  George  Morley,  Bishop  of 
Winchester;.  Lady  Elizabeth  llolford,  and  Sir  John  Phillips^ 
Bart  To  these  it  must  bo  added,  that  King  Charles  L  gave  the 
patronage;  of  St.  Aldate's  Church,  Oxford,  and  founded  a  fellow- 
ship'fi>i:  the  natives  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey.  Queen  Anuc  like- 
wise evinced  liberality  of  pal,rouage,  by  annexing  a  prebehd  of 
GloocesUr  to  tlie  mastership. 

Pembroke  College  consists  chiefly  of  two  courts,  both  of  which 
sre  on  a  contracted  scale,  with  the  usual  appendages  of  chapel 
and  hall.  Only  a  small  portion  of  tlie  ancient  building  called 
Broadgates  Hail  now  remains.  The  greater  parts  of  the  present 
edifice  were  erected,  with  the  aid  of  private  conirihutions,  at 
various  periods  of  the  scventocnth  century.  The  front  (com- 
pleted in  1694)  is  an  u  noma  men  ted  elevation,  with  a  low  tower 
over  the  entrance.  The  quadningle  is  uniform  in  its  leading  fea- 
tures, and  possesses  much  neatness  and  simplicity.  Adjoining 
the  college  on  the  north  are  the  master's  lodgings,  a  handsome 
modern  building,  undouhtediy  convenient,  but  iLtlbrding  no  hint 
of  collegiate  reference  in  its  composition. 

The  Chapel  is  a  small  but  tasteful  building,  of  tlie  Ionic  order, 
finished  in  1732,  by  the  liberal  assistance  of  Bartholomew  Tip- 
ping, Esq.  of  Oxford.  The  interior  is  decorously,  though  richly, 
ornamented.  The  altar-piece  is  a  fine  copy,  hy  Cranke,  of  Our 
Saviour  after  his  Resurrection,  as  painted  by  Rubens. 
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The  original'  refectory  of  BroAd{gWe»  fbtteff  M^  Hbfi  tf  tM 
^tesent  college.  This  room  is  ontanieilted  irith  a  htm  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  by  B^coii,  presented  by  the  late  l^atfuifel  #RHl)t<etff; 
Esq.  and  contains  sbme  good  portrtlitis.  Among  thte^  die  tkM 
cdnspicaous  are  Charles  I.  a  fine  an^  iiilerestittg  piettfre.  BialM»p 
Morley.  Lord  Ossulstoir,  itni  the  fimtfAei^  The  hoolM  bdoHging 
to  the  society  were  forteerly  kepi  hi  St  Ald&te'ACkifrch;  But 
a  library  is  now  constructed  over  the  hall. 

Several  prelates  have  receirM  education  ht  this  e^llcgey  af 
whom  the  most  fecerit  is  Dr.  Moore^  Archbisliop'  of  Oairierbtt^. 
Among  the  eminent  of  other  cldsses  occur  the  f>ll6witijg  nmmz 
— Sir  Thomas  Browne,  author  cf  the  Religio  Medici.  CMteWi 
Carl  of  Totncss,  historian  of  the  Irish  wars.  Sir  Jftmei  Dyer, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bencti.  Philip  MoriUity  the  hltlok 
fian  of  Edsex.  Shensione,  irhcuie  elegance  of  taste  ahoilld  w^ 
suredly  embalm  his  memory,  since  the  difficnltitss  into  Hrhidi  ii 
led  him  tended  to  the  shorieiiinj;  of  his  life;  Graves,  the  tM^ 
temporary  of  Shenstone,  and  the  very  ingeDioos  author  of  llie 
"  Spiritual  Quixotte."  Dr,  Johnson,  i^hbse  acquirementti  yiett 
fcalculated  to  reflect  immortal  hommr  on  the  college  which  directed 
his  studies  *. 

The  present  members  of  the  society  are  a  master,  fourteen  fel- 
lows, and  thirty  scholars  and  exhibitioners. 


QUEEN'S  COLLEGE 

takes  the  sixth  place  in  order  of  foundation,  thoujgli  Uie  present 
splendid  buildings  are  of  a  comparatively  recent  diite.  Robert 
Eglesfeld,  Confessor  to  Queen  Philippa,  the  illustrious  consort  of 
Edward  III.  was  the  fbundcr  of  this  college.  Eglesfeld  de- 
scended from  a  ftimily  of  some  consequence  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  botti  at  a  hamlet 
called  Eglesfeld,  in  the  parish  of  Brigham.     It  is  speaking  a 

^  sufficient 

'^  JobntOB*t  Apartment  wm  tLaC  on  tbs  iccond  flour  over  the  giUeway. 
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y  Oil  his  talent  snil  inte^ity,  when  we  Bay  that  b§ 
enjoyed  for  many  years  the  fainillar  confidence  of  one  of  Iht 
braveat  kiiigrs  and  most  escelleiit  (jueens  that  ever  adorned  Ih* 
English  throne.  All  hia  eminent  opportuniliei  were  employed 
by  Ej;le8f(ld  in  defence  of  the  religious  vslablisfiment,  and  in 
promoting  the  dissemination  of  letters.  He  died  in  the  year 
1349,  end  Gough  is  inclined  to  believe  that  he  ons  buried  in  the 
original  chapel  of  this  coHe^ie,  and  that  a  brass  plate,  found  under 
the  oommunion  table,  formB  a  part  of  his  lepnlchrel  record.  This 
brass  "  reprexenta  a  priest  in  a  cap  and  rich  rocket  powdered,  wltb 
^tvr*  de  lit  in  lozengeiij  &eed  auJ  hemmed  with  a  difierent  bor- 
der, and  foslencd  on  the  breast  with  a  jewel.  The  sleevea  of  th« 
blaek  gown  are  faced  with  fur."  It  is  certain  that  the  foundw 
is  ttaditioually  reported  to  have  been  buried  in  this  chapel. 

Our  local  partialities  become  useful  virtues,  under  certain  mo- 
difieatjons.  We  have  seen  that  a  fond  predilection  for  the  Alpine 
rvcessea  of  Wales  assisted  in  Eliuiulatin<;  Ap  Rice  lo  the  fonn- 
datton  of  a  college  for  tlie  benefit  of  that  principality.  A  vene- 
ration for  the  district  in  which  his  youthful  days  were  passed 
iaduced  Egleafeld  to  obtain  a  charter  from  Edvrard  III.  in  the 
jear  1340,  for  such  a  collegiate  hall  ae  might  train  the  (.-eoiiis 
and  cultivate  the  worth  of  those  north  country  men  who  had 
hitherto  been  ton  much  engaged  tn  party  broils  and  border- 
violence. 

In  a  very  early  stage  of  this  undertaking  he  appears  to  have 
teceivrd  encouragement  from  the  court;  for,  in  the  original  char- 
ter, the  new  institution  is  termed  j4ula  Scholarium  Rfginee  de 
Oton.  Phitippa  shortly  became  the  professed  protcctrcBs  of  the 
•oclety,  and  the  honorary  patronage  has  ever  since  been  vested  in 
the  queens  of  England. 

The  members  specified  in  the  charter  were  a  provost  and  twelve 
fellows,  or  scholars.  The  provost  to  be  in  holy  orders,  and  to 
be  elected  from  the  fellows.  The  whole  to  be,  in  the  first  ii>> 
stance,  natives  of  Cumberland  aud  Westmorland  ;  but  atterwarda 

Ki  from  other  counties  in  which  the  college 


.   A  f  nEfcrctice  nft  pQ^ulirl y  to  be  given  to 
k»i»4 ;  bmt  t-«Jy  iutr  claioianU,  on  the  plea  of 
c>.  kfcv«  a.ff«v^i4  tiiroaflioiit  the  many  succeeding^ 
t%  im  kbhWt  «/  «ch'»Lkn  specified  by  the  charier  it  is 
krfvi^  tku  &  VMaJcr  aIIuJcJ  to  ibe  twelve  apostles^  and  be 
lo  A«id  sk«««ly  piMT  *e'^jku%,  in  attention  to  the  seventy 
^t«  %^«'  i  af^sc    Tae  ^amc  piotis  Cuiry  operated  on  the  choice 
cijJe  b^  tW  Ji«»tri«MK  Wxkehan. 

m 

$tat«ic«  wc  tl£<  r«<tJiftti«B  of  the  college  were  (resented  in  the 
ytar  q-'  awjkdatioc;  aao.  in  the  t^oor  of  these,  exist  some  pe- 
cvUantKSs.  ^s'^kii.  though  not  very  iaportant,  demand  notice. 
TW  BXSi&^iTt  ocffv  t«>  be  MUMiaQcd  to  meals  by  the  sound  of  a 
hsni.  ortff\7*Mpet.  Thes  the  ^Ikivs,  clad  in  robes  of  scarlet, 
wvcv  li  LmLv  pUct  oo  oue  side  ot  t!ic  board,  and  to  propose  piiilo- 
9Wfk^..%:^  AT^-oaivsts  to  tl.e  pvor  kcholars^  who  were  ordered  to 
IjHKt  ^>ii  Che  s«ie  opposite.  No  vonder  that  learning  was  con- 
Mk4  to  4  k«.  lu  ac:'«  din'iDC  itbirli  the  approaches  to  it  were 
K\'»^xrwl  M»  ^.:-'ul  Aiiti  Jc^raJit:^ !  The  scarlet  robes  of  tlic 
i^Ko  >  b^\t  K»:*^  xinot«  ii  >.i;»lH^rtJ.  and  the  scholars  no  longer 
LihaI.  ti«  pi\\|SM:*  d  (tliiliisi'^^mc-d  iiiustious,  either  before  or  after 
mvut.  lr.ti  .1  tiuii  |Ki  >till  Miwmoii^  tht:  :>tudeQts  to  the  table  of 
itlT\shuitut«  and  tiiUN  toK'klfcl>  niniiuls  tlte  auditor  of  periods  in 
whiib  Utc  \a^^A^s  !ht;i  iiccnpit>d  tiit  place  of  Uie  modem  dinner- 

I  IK  *K.aU  oi'  K^loNfvUl  uas  A  st\ero  luistortiine  to  the  society. 
lit-  luM  i:ot  Ki:Iitnuiuaki'i*tiiitinual  puri^hasKS,  when  opportunities 
olUivil.  tov  i)u  (ular^HH'ut  of  the  collet;!'  premises,  and  had  pre- 
%«iU'J  oil  hik  rt)\sl  proUctor  to  bestow  several  advowsous  for  the 
pt  rmuueut  bciu  tit  of  the  iustitatiou ;  but  the  cuUegiate  build- 
lupi  ^nv  yrt  iiiconiiileto ;  aTuI,  undoubtedly,  much  court-bounty 
>*a»  }«uhsrquent]y  lost  through  th«»  want  of  u«  advociite. 

Many  bouefucturs,  however,  speedily  arose,  by  whose  jndiciou.s 
btneiicenct)  the  number  of  members  was  increased,  and  the  re- 
vcnut^K  ||||4  church-patronage  of  the  college  greatly  augmented ; 
^t  it  is  inipubsible  to  avoid  surprise  on  fiuding  that,  in  the  long 

list 
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lilt  9t  tkm  liberal  donm,  few  occv '«MHMel«*«MM 
noitben  dntrioU  fin-  ttie  pvcilkr  benefit 'vT-wUeh  t 
ma  M-ii^DBlly  detigncd.    Tlw  qvBEiis  mirnkmn  'M 
«rflege   with  "bc^e&ctiaiiB  sr,  bendea  tM   •xcdbn 
~     Honriette  Maria,  -the  comort  of  ClwriM  I.  sfewlriiK.MfBM 
king  gave  three  reatorieH,  and  at  nairy  victengm,'    Qw^ 
lia^  who,  in  17^,  cootribatecl  10001.  to  auMt  ik  thrM 
df  the  bnildingB,  and  ber  majeaty  the  pna«Bt  Qaeoa  Obiv 
wIm  preaeirted  the  mm  of  lOOM,  hi  aid  af  tbe.  fepun  nri 
■eccwary  by  a  fire  in  tbeyear  177tt.        ■■  -      ■   .\ 

Amaats  the  bene&ctiona  of  Um    ItMh  conlary'  «M'« 
important  in  ita  natiire  that  it  ho  •btained  tbs  cratt  of  w 
feoodatinn.     Id  the  year   17S9,    iAa    Wcfae),  Eaq. .  of 
mood  in  Sorrey,  bequeathed  manoTa  nod  landi  to  the  otia 
Taloe  of  7001.  p*r  ammm,  ehiedy  for  ik»  mailtenance  of  «l 
■mater  fellova,  frar  bacbeior  acbolua,  tati  ftnr  «sAibitiMM 
and  for  the  erection  of  aaitable  boildiDga  far  the  necommoda* 
of  the  mast«ra  aaJ  bachektra.     Some  legal  ^clayi  took  phtce,  >■ 
the  iM^neet  waa  confirmed,  by  an  Act  of  i*ary«»«nt,  in  17U. 

Qneen'a  Colle^  consists  of  two  coorta,  the  otmoat  extent 
of  which  forma  an  oblong  of  300  fbct  iu  len^'tb,  by  220  in 
hrettdtfa.  Tlie  grand  front  is  constructed  on  tlie  Koiith,  and  con- 
>titat«B  one  of  the  cljuf  ornnmrnts  of  the  High  Street,  so  rich  In 
architectural  brautii^s.  In  tljc  centre  is  (he  richly ■ombcUiahed 
gate  of  entrance,  over  whi<:h,  beneath  a  cnpola  supported  by  pil- 
Urs,  18  a  statue  of  Queen  Caroline.  The  exterior  of  the  quad* 
injfle-ctoiater,  in  which  are  worked  many  niches,  extends  on 
either  side.  The  extremities  of  the  east  and  west  ranges  of 
cbamberH,  ornamented  with  a  pediment,  and  surmounted  by  tlirn 
statues,  abut  on  the  High  l^treet,  »n<l  complete  tlie  diH))lay  tt 
the  front. 

The  iutrrior  of  lite   court   (140  feel  long,  by    11)1)  broad,)  is 

%moog  the  lineKt  rolltgialc  examples  of  moileru   elegance,     A 

lofty  cloister  is  constrncted  to  the  whole  len^lh  of  three  of  the 

sides.     Above  this  eloiste^,  on   the  west,  ate  tw»  stories,  eon- 

n  :i  xistiuf; 
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mlulg  of  the  coanioii  reom,  a  spaeiotNi  gtUerjr  conunin&caliag 
with  the  hall,  and  apartmento  for  Ihe  fellowa.    The  eastera  tida 
h  tMseapied  hy  obainbeni  for  the  society.    On  the  noith  k  a  Sm 
alefatioB,  which  difidee  the  two  conrts,  and  coniAsts  of  the  chapid 
and  the  haH.     In  the  centre  are  foir  oolumus  of  the  Doric  otder^ 
•ap|»orting  a  pediment,  the  tympanum  of  which  is  adorned  with 
cmhleamtical  scalptora    Pilasters  are  placed  between  the  lateral 
windows,  and  a  halustrade  •  ranges  along  the  whole  of  the  top. 
The  first  stone  of  this  quadrangle  was  laid  on  the  anniversary  of 
Queen  Anne's  birth,  February  6,  1710;   but  the  whole  waa 
not  completed  till  1759$  and,  m  the  year  1778,  the  interior  of 
the  west  side  was  totally  conaumed  by  fire.     We  have  already 
observed  that  her  present  mafesty  liberally  contnbated  to  the 
atdration  of  tlie  building,  and  a  genettNn  emnlation  among  ? i 
genlleneii  who  had  received  education  in  the  college  readily  «ap« 
plied  all  that  was  afterwards  wanting.    The  architect  of  this  eoort 
was  Hawksraoor,  though  the  design  is  said  to  have  originated  eitlier 
with  Sir  Christopher  Wren  or  Dr.  Lancaster.     The  whole  beara 
considerable  resemblance  to  the  Laxembooig  Palace  in  Parisb 

The  inner,  or  north  court,  is  in  dimoisions  130  feOt  by  90. 
On  the  west  is  the  library,  the  front  of  which  is  abundantly 
ornamented.  The  other  three  sides  are  occupied  by  chambers  for 
the  society.  The  buildings  of  this  college,  on  the  whole,  afibrd 
high  gratification  to  the  examiner,  though  we  have  been  so  loog 
accustomed  to  unite  the  ideas  of  Gothic  magnificence  and  soleia^ 
nity  with  collegiate  structures,  that  we  unavoidably  feel  pain  on 
beholding  a  departure  from  modes  of  ancient  construction,  even 
if  convenience  be  attained  by  the  change  of  manner.  Yet,  per* 
baps,  now  that  we  have  thrown  aside  tlie  dark  and  superslitious 
practices  of  monkish  ages,  it  may  be  desirable,  when  new  buildings 
are  formed  on  an  extensive  scale,  to  abandon  also  their  captivating, 
but  gloomy  style  of  architecture. 

The  interior  of  tf^e  Chapel  is  enriched  with  ornaments  of  the 
Corinthian  order.  Tlie  ceiling  is  painted  by  Sir  James  Thorn- 
hill  to  represent  the  Ascension,  and  the  windows  arc  chiefly 

t  filled 


fille^  .with  .pointed  ^ia&s,  temoved  from  t[ic  g|<l  cli^e) 
the  best  were  Bjecute^  hf  yao  i-'Hec ;  but  Hi<!  ,(0^ 
OMre.tuncueutnindawH  are  still  reO'UiKablj  liril|i»ul, 
^iciwitlides  of  tliree  cenlurt^  1|Avc  not  fai|«l  \a  i. 
I|iske.  Tlie  wimlow  over  (be  ^Itftr  cuqtaiiis  tite  Hi  , 
e^ecuied  tiy  Price,  iu  1717,  utt^fT  which  [s  jilaced 
C;i^iik£,  of  C'>rregia!B  cel^ratcil  Kiglit  Plege,  iu  lU 
eaUery. 

.  Tbieliall'tB  aline  room,  sixty  ft;tt  hy  thirtv,  ligttteij  by  many 
liofty  kiuIqws,  witli  ail  op  en  ill);,  Je$i|jiii:d  for  an  orchciitn,  com* 
piuificating  .i>illi  ttie  gallery  over  tlie  west  rloiater.  Tlie  ro^f 
i^  .beautifully  arclted,  aiid  the  ^|>ptr  part  of  llie  viiiilo.ws  is 
allotted  $rtlh  aumeiuus  porlruita  ou  ijlu^s,  apii^ng  whiel^  tire  thf)^ 
Bf  Ea*<wd  lU,aud  QuMn  Philippa,  Hcurj  V.  Ch^irles  1.  and  \\. 
vitb  their  qucena.  The  paintings  oo  ,cauvi^  cgntaiu  purl(;aits  fJ 
jQuccu  Pliilippa,  Queen  Anue,  Que«u  Caroliue,  her  presont  .^a- 
jeftty,  Addison,  Tickell,  &c.  A  iiiuncroua  coUeclion  of  portrail^ 
^tfa  ancient  aud  niodeni,  l^iewise  ornnmcuta  the  gallery. 

T/te  f^ibnary  yte  built  towaidti  the  end  of  the  ITth  c^tu^^ 

Md  is  .Que  of  Hie  largest  rooms  of  its  kind  attached  to  any  coU 

l^ge  in  tlw;  Uiiiver=i|y,  itbtiug  l^JS  feet  in  iTigth,  and  of  a  pfo- 

fortioBsbie  brcadlh.     The  ceiling  in  ^tucuocd  villi  mnch  ULstc, 

'%|rf.,liti«  JJV?»  in  ^friwh  ,yie  ;»p](8  we,r»fijffi4jf;i:  j^i^y  paiv^^dr 

■^/0a\S,^)S  Iwoks  ,are  .fh«  wUe^tit^  of  B^^  .Bj^lqv, .% 

'I^IjU.JfJpjrer,, j(Ir.,Mi<^eU,«jid  .mwjj  Afanftm  jmamipcrrjitp  te^c^; 

■  ViPS«M|i|c)^  jjc^a^thed  liy  ,.Sjr  Jog^  Wiili^ntHciQ.     'Him  n>c|^, 

.  4i^^»e,  jJOLftVwiw  Vfk  «"!o|/e(U  yreery.  .fieaent^,  ip  17S3,  ,Vy 

■ix.  g^tlemen  coramonen,  and  aeveral  good  porlraita,  and  baita 

.  ^  benefoctars.     Amoag  )Ji»f  artrajta  iau»t  \^  viewed  with  mmb« 

iuterest  two  very  aoci^t  .pwatings  ,OD,glai>  of  Henry  V.  aid 

Cardinal  Beaufort,  both  cf  aU«h  wore  Lfbrmerly  in  a  room  of  the 

«ld  buildings,  called  Heory  V.'s  chaiaber.     A  eaat,  in  plaster  of 

Tarn,  of  the  Florentine  Boar,  pif  en  by  Sir  Roger  Newdigate,  also 

Ibmu  a  part  of  the  library  orQamenta. 

'  The  list  of  distingoiibed  acbolaia  produced  by  this  hooae  is 

Jl  0  4  very 


fviaiiAMfi^  <9f  wenm  inteVigeuce.  J^  gikv^  Ifuge  fiim»  i/f^  Mfff^ 
^  Ihe  ^pi|H)iMh>M8  <^  Cweptry,  fif  BrisViil,  and  f^qapt^^  jfyf 
Ae  jNiUAf  .ftf  illie  !^g^,  aud  the  epcourageoif^i  of  you|ig  tradflNiMy 
iippr«M«d  .by  n  fwaut  of  capital;  aad^  ia  the  year  1^6,  de^ 
jMnfid  piermis^oD  .irppi  PMip  and  M|^  to  found  ^  college,  to.tt^ 
f^^«ai8#.«Ad 'honour  :of  :6od^  the  yirgiu  Mary,  m^d  Bt  Johiict)^ 
^Atptist,''  rfor  the  «t^die^  of  Divinity,  Philosophy,  an4  the  Ar^ 
JUapp^jL^  Aat  :be  at  first  int^died.to  pl^ce  hia  instUnlioB^ 
^i^»**>¥Hj[:,  thci«igh  he  ivAS  afkrwarda  persuaded  to  relija^|nish  Ifciyt 
it$tu    Ue  died  at  Oifed  in  1566^  and  w^  bqried  in  the  ch^ifl 

It  is  in  some  shape  pleasing  to  fiud  tl^^  t1^. whole. ^t)ief^ 
JfcgOd  whi^h  *Qa9^jf9Bfi  th^;^l«|idid  UiUTecHty  wecc.M^.foiiqded 
||yj|irelaleflk  mk^  partoak  ^f  the  dignity  of  the  church  mi.  f^rqMlclir 
IMMhliahed,  •r  hy  olh^r  per^ofis.  of  elevated  caiik,  ]^hofl^;C#rly  (yi* 
flKtaiulJMR  «[iaWe4  ^hem  t^  aacierl^  th^  ch^urnis  of  iearaiogiy 
l^teM  «if«rienoe.  Ai^suredly  i(  ismy^  to;tjhe  hoi^iwir  gf  f»gr 
cevmtry  that  men,  like  the  chief  ben^ac|;or  of: Pembroke  i^n^ittl^ 
iiMmder  of  St.  John's,  i^hosc  lives  were  passed  in  commercial 
q>ecolatiou,  should  entertain  views  so  enlarged  as  to  project  the 
encoura<i;ement  of  learning,  though  t^ey  probably  only  knew  what 
learning  meant  by  observing  its  happy  influence  on  the  morals 
and  manners  of  society. 

;The  sf^tjchosen  fpr  the  <iew  foundiiLtiop.,wa^  the  site  of  StB^- 
jKird's  College,  a  liouse  founds  Ibr.achvlars  of.  tiie  Cisfteroiau  fr- 
der  by  j^rcUbiahop  Chichele,  but  tMii^i  h^d  bqen  granted  .1)^ 
Bc|uy  Vm.  at  the  Dissolution,  to  the  establiahment  of  Chrift 
Cfiiurcb.  The  whole  premises  enjoyed  by  the  Cistercians  coo- 
sicytcd  only  .of  two  acres ;  but  an  additional  plot  of  about  four  aore^, 
nearly  completipg  the  bounds  of  tlie  present  college,  waa .  s^ooa 
jpur^Ui^ed  by  the  founder. 

Ahodly 

*  It  bQ%  beeii««8irrtod  by  «oi|ie  that  this  generous  nan  died  In  indigrat 
cijfQm:»!succs.    But  there  h  no  authority  for  such  an  assertion. 


OXFOKIUBiaC. 

.«hidiife«M  ft:MeaB4  Tvonl  of  the  MUitcm  ilivii.i.m  of  Ui) 
Augkv  »  tka  i^irtwwtiiigiB*  ruijiiiliiiill    t 
a»t».M.fin^  «iii(lan.a<iUifllieMMlM*iM|iMiqfM 
^nnkela  of:  Molptnnd  ttam 

■■  h«Mur.-t«  klif  leeeot  ifttiM  in:Mtk:^Atrtmmm 
fhm.   'MimB  bi—df  ft*.'rt#».iih*firtHnyi  »[« 
«flfr.Mwk.ui^hte(l)  nigM  .lw»»wt|fc»*  *liM»tgfctlM— .!■ 
IDNM  mUlHMt  ,&idii«  MlfMfcAtaRtinl-  M^MdrMMib.*) 
.  .n»IUf,Ntti«le:«L.lha.MrtkHd««filiRinl,'VHdaH 
tlw  o^gfMl  nfKl«7  afUift  iMitartiradMiMMto^tr 
thM|fa  it  hia- mttergoMr  Mwj  MaMwyjAd  ■■paAM 
jIlMv^-  b  ia  Jttv  ,«,iBB.Mi'«(4l-|m|MlMMdl>>Mib,Al 
:«siwco|M,  aad  tte,  m>f  .■Khwri  .ud  •«nMnM  >viMi 
«|lHtMMM  ofderign.    TheMnm  i»4f  BHtfMMlirt«iei> 
miwntif  hMtdwne.    The  inU>  •n^riwM^^  pnttriito 
Jpn4w,  Anhbwkopi  Uiid,  udJw(iii,.8w,WiUiuk  Ski 
otWaButentBCB  oonncctoA  with  tlw  vtUtf  i^ai-Wtmim 
A  wlu^  ieD^th  of  his  present  Hajeaty,  painted  by  Rainny,  '. 

The  Library  runs  through  tlte  upper  atwy  of  the  < 
south  side*  of  the  oecond  quadraogle,  and  was  conHtruoted  al 
4utinct  times.  Tlie  put  on  the  south  was  eomplct 
tbe  cud  of  the  16th  ceutury  by  bcnefactiaiM  trom  the  coin|HUi]ti«f 
Hercliuit  Taylors,  aided  l>y  the  liberality  of  bomo  Mtttubo*  vfllw 
•oD^^e.  The  eastern  divuion  was  famed  by  Arcbbishop^l^idt 
aad  is  an  extensive  and  fine  apartment  Tbe  book-caa«s  MM 
bigUy  embellished,  and  are  skilfully  contrived  to  answer  Dw 
purpose  of  a  gallery.  The  bookn  liius  rendered  easy  of-i^ 
proach  by  tbe  judicious  mode  of  arrangement  are  very  numonm 
and  ^  the  most  valuable  desmptiou.  Among  theoi  is  Ardt- 
bishop  Laud's  coUectiou  of  manni«cri|tt>.  The  following  i|t 
lef  eating  productions  of  art,   besides  fiome  natural  curiosities,  ad4 
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very  extensive.  From  ibis  vre  select  a  few  of  tbe  ntmes  irliich 
appear  most  interesting.  Cardinal  Beaofort,  whose  character^ 
though  not  free  from  turbulence  and  ambition,  has  vndoiAtedly 
been  darkened  by  Shakspeare,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  poetleal 
contrast.  Dr.  Gibson,  Bishop  of  London,  the  editor  of  CamdeD, 
and  founder  of  the  preacherships  at  Whitehall.  Dr.  Tanner, 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  the  learned  writer  of  the  Notitia.  Burton, 
the  commentator  on  Antoninus.  Sir  John  Floyer,  a  physicisa 
highly  deserting  of  praise,  for  having  laboured  to  render  bathing 
in  cold  water  a  fashionable  preservative  of  health.  Halley,  the 
Savilian  professor,  eminent  for  philosophical  acquirements.  If  y- 
eherly,  the  elegant  dramatic  writer.  Edwnrd  Rowe  Mores,  the 
antiquary ;  and  Dr.  Bum,  who  has  rendered  incalculable  service 
to  every  rank  of  his  countrymen  by  his  celebrated  work  en  the 
Duties  and  Oflice  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Besides  these  there  is  an  illustrious  student  claimed  by  Qneen^a 
College,  though  tlie  correctness  of  the  claim  has  been  disputed 
by  some  modern  writers.  King  Henry  Y.  is  supposed  to  have 
been  placed  here,  under  the  care  of  Cardinal  Beaufort  No  posi- 
tive record  exists  to  prove  the  circumstance,  for  the  havoc  among 
college  manuscripts  efiected  by  the  various  visitors  during  im* 
pending  chatiges  in  the  religious  establishment,  preyed  alike  on 
the  innoxious  memorials  of  past  days,  and  the  zealous  productions 
of  adverse  opinionists;  but  a  chamber  in  the  old  college  was 
termed,  from  age  to  age,  Henry  V.'s  room ;  and  on  a  window  of 
this  apartment  was  a  portrait  of  the  king,  now  preserved  (as  baa 
been  mentionnl)  in  the  library,  with  the  following  inscription  : 

111  perpetuani  Rei  Mcmarinro, 

Impenitor  BnUinniffi, 

Triumphatoi'  GaUw 

Hostium  victor,  cl  aui, 

Henriciu  Qointus  Hujuf  Collegii, 

£t  Cubiculj  (ininuli  scilicet} 

Olini  magnus  locola. 

It 


n  !■/ tikewwe,'  «ajd  by  Rollibgabed  tliat  vhet 
Prince  of  Wales,  repaired  to  court,  in  order  to  clear 
the  iiDpiitation  of  di.^olutc  indolence,  lie  vore  "  a  ji;o« 
aattin,  full  of  oikl  IioIch,  and  at  every  hole  a  need! 
a  ailken   thread,"      If  we  admit  llie  validity  of  '. 
faistoricsl  evidence,  tliia  pHssage  appeors  to  set  the 
leat.     For,  tn  observance  of  a  ruDcifiil  derivation  < 
tlie  founder's  iiaine,  from  aiguille,  ueedle,  and  fit,  tliicr 
been,  from  a  very  early  period,  the  custom  for  the  hun 
college  to  give  to  imch  student,  on  New  Ycar'.s  Day,  a 
and  thread,  saying  at  the  same  time,  "  lake  this  and  be  * 
No  coudnci  could  be  more  jiidiciouB  than  for  the  accuM 
present  the  emblem  of  such  good  advice,  in  token  of  hia 
remembrance  of  collegiate  diticipline. 

The  present  members  of  the  society  are  a  prnvoHt 
Iowa,  eight  tabenJars.  (bo  lernied  from  n  short  go        sane 
diim,  which  formed  part  of  their  orii;innl  dreas,}  siKteeD  a 
two  chaplains.  t«o  clerks,  and  forty  pxbibitionera,  beside 
on  Mr,  Michel's  foundation.    The  students,  unconnected 
AioDclation,  arc  very  numerous,  • 


ST.  JOHN'S  COLLEGE.  ' 

This  college  wu  fonnded  by  Sir  Tlioniu  White,  who  was  both 
lo  the  yeax  1492,  of  a  trading  family,  at  Reading  in  Berkaliii& 
He  left  his  native  place  wbeii  tweWe  years  of  age,  and  wu  V|^ 
]>renttced  for  the  term  of  ten  years  to  a  merchant  in  London. 
Hia  condnct,  while  in  this  subordinato  sitaatian,  was  so  exempWy 
that  his  maiiter  be<)iieathed  bint  the  mm  of  one  haodred  ponaA^ 
with  which,  and  a  small  property  inherited  from  bi>  fiither,  1m 
commenced  basinesa.  Industry  now  produc«^  afllamce,  and  at 
fluence  procured  civic  honours.  He  aerred  the  office  of  Lar4 
Mayor,  in  IA53,  and  was  knighted  by  Queen  Mary  for  his  op- 
position lo  the  impotont  and  deluded  Sir  Thonaa  Wyatt. 

9  Tbt 


was  bom  at  Dedtngton,  in  Oxfortlnliiio,  ofparpiila  id  that  midJIc 
walk  of  lire  wbicli  is  no  ofUrii  found  prolific  of  cnlerprise  nnd 
geniuB.  He  received  lliu  rudiiaciits  of  ediicatioD  at  the  school  of 
Baiibury,  aud  tliuii  removed  to  Elan  College,  lie  entered  on  tli« 
theatre  of  the  creat  world  as  a  Student  uf  Iiaw;  but,  at  the  ag« 
of  tveiityseven,  wa-s  so  fortnuate  as  In  attract  llie  notice  of  Kin; 
Heiiry  VIII.  after  viliich  jiuriod  lie  lUIcd  various  oHiceH  to  the  ser* 
Tice  of  the  stale.  The  mobt  imftorlant  of  his  apiioiutmeiils,  mi 
that  which  led  to  the  speedy  acq  ii  ire  men  t  at'  iinmuiBe  property, 
iwaa  the  treaKurerBbip  of  the  court  of  augiucnlnlioaii.  T|iis  court 
waa  established  for  the  piirpciie  uf  valuing  and  selliu^  llie  pos- 
SFssiooa  which  fell  (o  the  eiown  in  eonaei|aeiice  of  the  diasoln- 
tion  of  mouHhtic  houses.  Sir  Thomas  held  the  office  for  five 
years  ;  aud,  Lhnuj^h  hin  coiuluct  wai-  uniaipeac liable,  tlie  advau- 
tage  to  \\in  fortune  was  imDiciisc.  Mot  withstanding  bis  rcadiuens 
of  accordance  with  the  viewu  of  the  court  in  this  instatice,  he  was 
■aiialterably  attached  to  Uie  aiicjeut  religion,  and  remaiued  in  re- 
.tiremt'Dt  from  public  husiuuss  dmluK  the  reign  of  the  sixth  Ed- 
ward ;  i  biit  wtw  niude  cofferer  to  Llie  houaehold,  ami  received  into 
dititiiisuiahed  favour,  on  Uie  aco^asion  of  Mary.  So  iiuplicit  waa 
tb«  c«uihdcuce  placed  in  him  by  lliiti  sovereign,  that  the  PiiDceas 
Elizabeth  was  consitrned  to  his  care  when  the  jealousy  of  the 
court  reudered  her  removal  neecsaarj'.  He  receivitl  his  illus- 
trious charge  at  Uatiield  Uoosc,  iu  Hertfordshire,  and  honour- 
ably  laboured  to  render  her  situation  as  pleasant  as  ctrcoin- 
staiices  would  admit.  It  is  interetitlugr  to  find  tliat  lie  frequently 
convened  with  his  distinguished  vitiitar  concerning  the  collegtt 
which  he  Imd  recently  eslablished.  EUzalietli  examined  that 
port  of  the  statutes  which  related  to  coMet;iate  study,  and  ex- 
pressed much  satisfactiou  on  tiie  perusal.  She,  likewise,  at  this 
stage  of  life  appears  to  have  conatilcred  as  venial  an  otTence 
which  afterwards  would  have  been  deemed  of  frrghtful^agni- 
lude.  Two  of  the  fellows  violated  the  statute  0<-  murWNoilu 
Hon  SitouUittiis,  The  oSenders  were  submitted  to  the  judgmeni 
of  the  PriocGsa,  and  they  weie  pardoued  1 

The 


1 


I 

1 


OXFORDSHIRE,  209 

e  ioflexibilit;  of  Sir  Thomns  Pope's  religions  opinioos  d» 
tarred  him  from  employment  nhen  Elizabeth  gained  power.  Ha 
died  in  1559,  and  was  interred  in  the  church  of  St.  Stephen's, 
Walnhrook,  with  bis  second  wife.  His  body  was,  however,  aftef 
wards  removed  to  Osford,  and  an  account  of  his  monument  will 
be  found  in  our  Dotice  of  Trinity  Chapet.  Sir  Thomas  was 
thrice  married,  and  left  a  widow,  whose  attention  to  the  in- 
tereetA  of  this  college  was  so  liberal  and  unremitting,  that  slw 
wu,  at  the  time,  generally  honoured  with  the  name  of  faun* 
IreM. 

The  generosity  of  Sir  Thomas  was  iimited  onl;  by  his  r&> 
uuroes.  His  endowment  of  the  new  foundation  consisted  of 
hirly-live  manors,  and  thirteen  advowsons,  besides  various  im- 
ropriatioRS  and  pensions !  The  society  was  formed  of  a  pre- 
a  priest,  twelve  fellows  (four  of  whom  should  he  priests) 
I  twelve  scholnrs,  to  be  electcil  from  the  differt^nt  places  in 
ivhich  the  college  possessed  property.  The  statutes  were  trana- 
pitted  in  \OSG,  and  were  revised  by  Cardinal  Pole,  who  is  aup- 
d  to  have  bestowed  many  useful  remarks.  These  statute*, 
h  some  slight  alterations,  made  by  the  first  president  with  tht 
nsent  of  the  founder,  still  remain  in  force. 
The  origiunl  endowment  appears  |g  have  been  considered  so 
jberal  that  few  benefactors  have  appeared,  except  in  aid  of  the 
taildingB.  But  the  donations  towards  these  bnve  been  of  a  rau~ 
ificent  deecription. 

.  When  Sir  Thomas  Pope  arranged  the  aettletnent  of  his  college, 

e  attended  to  the  example  of  many  compraliTely  recent  fouD- 

■  4en,  and  purchased  nncient  tenements,  which  were  commodious 

■nd  extejisivo,  though  the  sources  from  which  students  should  be 

wppliod  were  iu  an  impoverislied  stale.     The  buildings  ohtained 

I  4W  this  occasion  were  ttrmed  Durham  College,  and  were  erected 

bin  t)ie  14tli  century,  by  Thomas  Hatfield,  Bishop  of  Durhun, 

on  the  foundation  of  Richard  de  Hoton,    Prior  of  Durham,  in 

1389.     These  consisted  of  one  quadrangle,  a  hall,  library,  and 

chapet.     Some  improvements  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  tht 
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I7lli  etntnty,  anJ  im[>ortRnl  ■ilrliliotis  were  imide  in  Ihe  coinse 
of  (lie  next  hiindtrd  yvan.  Biit  the  (.■dilice  in  sliit  licstHate  of 
that  pTDgrcssiTe  bnnuony  of  parts  whicli  \n<h  (o  it  in^iideurof 
architochiral  display.  A  Inrge  mveiiur,  divided  from  th«  street 
hy  an  iron  palisade,  with  hnndtjome  folding  ^(es,  cnnducU  to  Ifie 
Bfst  conrt.  The  fritnt  eonsist*  of  the  chapel,  with  tin-  tower  rf 
entrant'^  ;  r.iid  in  a  pleuajug,  though  not  aiigruat,  apecimeit  of  clasai* 
elegance. 

The  GmI  court  contains  the  chnpd,  the  hall,  the  presi^ent'a 
lodtjiii^s,  the  library,  and  some  apartments  for  the  society.  Ths 
disKiffltlaritie*  of  atyle  are  great,  but  the  aide  oroftmented  by  tha 
classic  fettuTCH  of  the  chapel,  periiaps,  ^Ins  fre«h  chai'ms  front 
ttw  irregularity  conKpicuoas  in  other  parts. 

The  inner  court  consists  of  tln-ee  aides,  with  the  collie  gar^ 
d«ii>  sprMul  in  front.  The  whole  of  these  hiiildinKS  are  occnpied 
by  eharabers  for  the  nctiolars,  and  were  built  according  to  the 
plan  of  Sir  Chrislopher  Wre.i,  though  not  completed  till  the  year 
1726.  Internal  convenience  anil  fairness  of  dimensions  appear  la 
have  been  the  chief  aims  of  the  arclitlcct,  and  these  aims  h« 
has  happily  accoinpKahcd.  It  mnut  be  interesting  to  observe 
that  the  north  side  of  this  court  (finished  in  16«7)  wa«  the  Brat . 
effort  of  the  modem  arcliitcrture  ii»  the  I'niversity.  AH  hji^ 
bilf.erlo  been  Gothic,  or  a  Bemcless  mixttire  of  the  Gothic  with 
the  Grecian  orders.  Wr<n's  edifice  is  simple,  subbtantisl,  and 
of  pleading  proportions;  ytt,  perhaps,  from  aucb  a  man  a  more 
ttrilcinQ  design  mi^ht  have  been  expected.  All  ojiporlnnily  of 
blame  hns  hern  avoided ;  but  we  cniinot  find  a  fentnre  lo  notief 
.  m  worthy  of  admiration.  The  firel  idea  of  im  sdditjoiiat  court 
is  imi  ht  hare  originattd  with  Dr.  Bathurst,  tilio  ww  then  pre- 

Thc  garJens  nhich  lie  spread  rti  front  -f  this  court  are  extt^n-  ' 
aire.     A  Bpaeions  walk,  tenninated  with  a  handsomi'  iron  gale, 
runs  thronjh  the  centre.     A  part  of  these  grounds  is  judiiiooKly 
lbnne<f  into  plots  of  graft;  but  thr  funereal  ynf  prcponderutrN  te 
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m  pabfel  3«gret  among  th«  principal  of  tho  a^tfiiies!     Tim 
gloooy  TOOtaaea  prodaoed  hf  tbcae  long  and  formal  bodgoa 
rather  auited  to  the  monk*  of  Dnrbam  than  the  atndanfi  on 
madlani  foandadion. 

Thairat  alone  of  the  prtaent  chapel  waa  laid  hy  Dr.  BathoMl? 
in  1691,  and  the  bnildtng  iraa  completed  in  16d4.  Thia  UUmI 
friand  to  the  aociety  oontribnted,  on  hia  Own  accoont^  netflf 
90001.  and  praovred  anbacriptiona  for  the  aums  atill  wanting,  frooi. 
aareral  diatingniahed  persona  who  had  received  eda<»ktion  all  4iia 
eoHege.  The  chapel  ia  one  of  the  finest  inataueea  in  (HUti 
of  n  alnking  e^t  prodoced  by  a  claaaic  aimplicity  of  m*. 
rangemanl,  and  is  sappoaed  to  have  been  built  after  a  da^ 
atgn  by  Dean  Aldrich,  corrected  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren.  At 
ialerier  b  highly  embelli^ed,  y^  does  not  posseaa  any  omaBMHl 
that  nppeara  anperfloooa.  The  acreen  is  of  cedar,  and  the  aMar^ 
piece  ia  of  the  aame  wood,  enriched  with  aome  exquisite  carving 
(noqueationably  the  best  in  the  University)  by  Gibbons.  Tha 
aitar  ia  alao  decorated  by  a  copy,  in  needle-work,  of  Weat'a 
Painting  of  the  Reaurrectieo,  executed,  and  preaented  to  the  oal^ 
!•§*>  ^J  Miss  AHhea  Fanshawe,  late  of  Shiplake  Hill,  Oxford* 
shire.  This  piece  is  worked  with  so  mach  spirit  and  fidelity, 
that  the  evident  instability  of  the  colours  is  much  to  be  regretted. 
The  ceiling  ig  richly  stuccoed,  and  ornamented  with  a  painting 
of  the  Ascension,  by  Peter  Berchct,  a  French  artist.  In  a  receaa 
at  the  npper  end  of  the  chapel,  on  the  north,  is  the  moaamanl  of 
Sir  Thomas  Pope,  the  founder,  with  his  whole  length  figure,  and 
that  of  his  third  lady,  in  alabaster,  highly  preserved.  Of  the 
plate  belonging  to  the  originsi  chapel  one  article  only  remaina; 
a  chalice  of  gilded  silver,  finely  engraved,  which  was  fon&arly 
possessed  by  the  abbey  of  St  Alban's. 

The  present  Hall  was  built  in  the  early  part  of  th^  17th  cen- 
tury, aud  is  a  plain  but  spacious  and  well-proportioned  room. 
The  following  portraits  ornament  the  upper  end : — The  founder, 
a  three  quarters  length,  in  a  black  gown,  fiiced  with  Incem^ 
apots,  a  copy  from  Holbein.    Mr.  Warton,  a  fine  portraitj  bf 
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Penrose,  thr  fare  ercpri-Ksini;  much  cnntcnted  gioHl-humAiir,  m 
well  as  gdiiiis*.  Dr.  Bivlltiiml,  copied  from  tlie  print  after  v 
miDiatiire  by  Loggan, 

A  room  used  by  llie  monks  of  Durlmm  as  a  receptacle  for  Iheic 
few  books  was  improved  li,v  Sir  ThoiDax  Pope,  and  slill  forms  the 
college  Library.  New  liook-caHes  were  porclimtieil  in  the  rei^ 
of  Etiiabflli,  since  nliich  peiiod  the  diief  alleralions  conuist  in  ■ 
frCKh  srranjtEment  of  llie  wiiidovs.  TliJs  impraieraent  loolc 
place  in  176>i,  and  the  ntmost  rcgpeet  wan  paid  to  every  vettig« 
of  former  days.  Each  window  crtiitnins  interesting,  though  ftn^- 
mentary.  specimens  of  ancient  painted  ^tnss.  The  room  ia,  likewise, 
adonif  d  by  n  portrait  of  tlie  founder,  nearly  similar  lo  that  before 
deitcrrbird ;  by  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Kuiids,  a  benefactor;  and  liy  » 
handwime  tablet,  eseciilcd  by  FlHxman.  lo  llie  memory  of  Mr. 
Wsrlon.  The  founder  presented  some  books,  and  preat  additional 
coutributiouN  have  been  made  by  various  mcmUrrK,  particularly  in 
the  tnpo^rrapliical  clasd. 

The  following  arc  some  of  the  dixtinguislied  persons  conneclej 
with  this  c ol I ei;e  ;—Arrli bishop  Sheldon,  rhlllin^ortb.  S-t 
John  Uenhani,  the  jioet.  Hnrrington,  anthor  of  the  Oceana. 
Charles  Montague,  Earl  of  Halifax.  The  eriidito  and  pnblic- 
Hpiritcil  Dr.  Bathurst,  who  vras  pre^dent  for  the  loni;  term  of 
forty  years.  He  diiil  in  l7U<t,  hiiving  nearly  completed  the 
cighty-fnurlh  year  of  "h'lv  as>e.  The  .second  Earl  of  Guildford 
(Iiord  North)  whose  takiiLs  mi^'ht  have  been  revered  by  posterity 
bad  tliey  been  called  inlu  exercise  at  a  more  propitious  em. 
Henry  Birkenhend,  founder  of  tlio  Poetry  Lecture  in  the  Uni< 
versity,  and  the  urbane,  the  elegant  and  tlic  ingenions  Thonuut 
Warloii. 

The  soeicly  now.  as  oriitinailj',  eojisiels  of  a  president,  twelre 
fellows. 
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Mlmra,  aad  twelvs  Bcholars.     The  scholars  we  sopersiiiraatcdl  tf* 
Icr  nine  years. 

UNIVERSITY  COLLBGE. 

We  have  already  fonnd  occasioD  for  mentioniog'  the  futile  dis* 
{Nitea  in  which  the  scholars  of  former  periods  were  engaged,  n- 
apecting  \he  probable  antiquity  of  the  University  at  large.  A 
ckuBoiir  of  controversy,  nearly  as  lood,  and  still  more  useless 
prevailed  concemiug  the  foaodation  of  this  particular  ooUege, 
The  partiaans  who  were  willing  to  believe  that  a  learned,  semi* 
nary,  like  an  ennobled  individual,  gains  additional  coiisei|nenaa 
from  remote  origin  of  title,  maintained  that  University  €k>lk^ 
was  founded  by  King  Alfred.  But  their  hypothesis  was  chiefly 
boilt  on  erode  legendary.  tra(:ition.  No  mention  of  Alfred  ooonra 
in  the  earliest  body  of  statutes  presented  to  the  society,  and  tfae 
property  possessed  by  the  college  is  clearly  traced  to  sources  OQ* 
connected  with  that  sovereign  *. 

The  pions  and  liberal  individual  with  whom  the  formation  of  lh« 
society  really  originated  was  William  of  Durham  (probably  so 
entitled  from  the  place  of  his  birth)  Rector  of  Wearmouth.  He 
died,  on  his  return  from  Rome,  at  Rouen  in  Normandy,  in  the 
year  1249,  leaving  a  will,  in  which  he  bequeathed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  ten  marks,  to 
purchase  rents  for  the  mainteuauce  of  as  mauy  masters,  or  sto* 
dents  of  the  highest  academical  honour,  as  the  income  might  ad* 
mit,  the  whole  to  be  natives  of  Durham  and  its  viciuity.     At 

P3  that 

•  Wiiliam  Smith,  "  Rector  of  Alelsonb^,  and  above  twelve  years  senior 
fellow  of  University  College/*  publibbed,  in  17vH,  an  octavo  volume  of  satis- 
factory Replies  to  those  who  contended  for  the  great  antiquity  of  the  fuim* 
dation.  This  book  was  noticed,  with  a  torrent  of  abnye,  by  Hearne.  But 
Smith  had  adhered  to  aathentic  documents  only,  and  the  simplicity  of  his 
statement  defied  opposition.  The  University  does  not  possess,  in  all  its  re- 
cords, the  least  hint  of  Alfred  having  founded,  or  bestowed  assistance  on,  any 
particolar  ball,  or  scholastic  seminary  whatever. 
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that  timn  no  prmedmt  nisted  fbr  the  foanJftlini  of  % 
college,  and  Ihe  heads  of  the  University  lent  to  trolwlam  ibt 
money  accruing  from  the  bequest,  thoii),-h  not  witlinul  obtaining 
becuiily,  and  sli[iii]ating  Tor  1h4  payment  of  interest  Thejr 
shortly,  bowEvcr,  purchased  various  liouses  in  Oxford,  and  chiefly 
distributed  the  retila  amonf  the  poorer  masters  of  ariK.  Ill  IS60, 
the  manag'ers  of  the  properly  proiited  by  Ihe  example  of  Waltar 
Dc  Mcrtoii,  aud  sppDiiited  four  musteis  for  the  regnhiliiin  of  a 
Keparatc  ■ocipty,  to  be  maintained  from  the  6uauc«8,  undsr  ape- 
ctliad  conditionit.  Thus  University  Cull«ge  olaims  the  second 
[tlacs  ill  ninkorfoniidnlioD.  A  small  body  ofslatutia  woa  larm^ 
in  l'2Vi;  and,  in  l^ll,  a  more  eoinplcle  coilo  was  pvciirated,  by 
which  the  students  were  directed  to  be  called  HUliaut  of  Dmr- 
ham'ii  Scholar*. 

it  is  supposed  that  the  society  first  resided  in  tha  aueleoC 
balldLiig,  termed  Vnivcrsily  Hall,  which  now  loTmB  ■  part  oftiM 
Rit«  of  BrgSBn-nose  College.  The  time  of  their  retaoTal  is  not 
clearly  ascertained;  but  there  secins  reason  to  believe  tbat  th«]i 
occupied  a  tenement  on  the  site  of  ihelt  preseut  edifice  in  th< 
Hif;)i  Strfel,  an  early  as  1343.  This  lenemeal  was  called  Dui- 
ham  hall,  not  from  Ihe  t'ouiider  of  iJir  present  cidloge,  but  fron 
Andrew  of  Durham,  an  nidernun  of  Oxford.  It  afterwards  p6pa- 
hirly  obtained  other  appellations;  and,  on  the  teniovaJ  of  Wil- 
liam of  Durham's  Society,  they  lenned  themselvM  (in  ailuaioB 
to  their  former  spot  of  occupancy)  the  masitrs  anii  ttJutlmrs 
of  the  Hall  of  lit:  Vnivtmily  of  Oxford.  Their  new  plan  of 
r«iidence  Ihey  styled  Great  Vniwrrity  Hall.  Ihcy  •hoilly  «a- 
hr(;ed  the  site  by  several  purchases;  and,  iu  1475,  they  received 
a  fresh  body  of  statutes,  which,  with  some  trifling  additions,  ia 
still  in  force.  Before  the  termination  of  the  fbnrteentii  century 
tk«  first  colle|;iat«  building  waa  finished,    in  a  quadrangular 


Many  pious  fl^ienda  of  learning  c 
this  house  at  a  very  early  period  ;  aj 


nlribnled  to  Ihe  rapport  of 

J,  iu  1403,  WallnSkirtnw, 

Bishop 
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^iMf  of  Dorkam*,  gavo  tho  auuior  of  Roth  jag  Haigar^fif 
Mark's  Hall,  hi  Essex,  for  the  naiDleoaoce  of  tlireeiS^W9»^jiar 
tivoa  of  Y'ork  or  Diurfaam*  Ue,  also». presented  some  manuscripta 
to  tlM  library.  Among  the  subseqoent  benefacioriy  who  are  ex^ 
IfOBMly  namerous,  the  f<^ioviug  sre  tb^  most  coaspicttoos  •"'^ 
Jfaary^  Earl  of  Nortkiimberland,  about  14tf >  bestowed  some  lan4f 
aad  the  advowsoa  of  a  rectory,  for  the  support  of  three  bscbikin, 
0r  BMMrten  of  arts,  of  the  dioceses  pf  Dorham,  Carlisle,  and  Yoifc. 
Joan  Davys,  wife  •of  a  citizen  of  Oxford,  gave,  in  1566,  oectaili 
Ibt  the  mainteaance  pf  two  logic  lecturers,  or  one  on  hgic 
another  oa  philosophy ;  and  for  an  augmentation  of  the  sIk 
lowaace  to  the  masters  and  iellows.  Francis  Rnssel,  second  Earl 
of  Bedford,  left  by  will,  in  1584,  twenty  pounds  per  iwiucsi  for 
two  poor  students  in  divinity,  to  be  called  the  Earl  of  Bedford's 
:Schoiara;  and  Robert  Dudley,  Eari  of  Leicester,  three  years  a^ 
tirwarda,  bequeathed  lands  for  the  maintenance  of  two  scholari, 
•at  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds  per  armum  each.  John  Freystoa, 
of  AHofts  in  Yorkshire,  Esq.  besides  a  benefaction  in  money, 
^ve,  in  1592,  an  estate  in  Poutefract»  for  a  fellow  and  two  scbo- 
lara»  to  he  natives  of  the  county  of  York.  In  1618,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Gunsley  bequeathed  the  rectory  of  Flamstcd,  in  Hertford- 
shire, for  tlie  maiutenaitce  of  two  scfaolarii,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
master  and  fellows  from  the  grammar  schools  of  Rochester  and 
Maidstone.  Each  scholar  to  be  a  native  of  Kent,  unless  he  could 
claim  kindred  wi  til  the  testator  f.  Sir  Simon  Bennet,  Bart  in 
1631,  left  tlie  reversion  of  Uanley  Lodge  and  Park,  in  North- 

P  4  amptonshire, 

^Thii  prelate  was  bom  at  Skirlaw,  in  Yorkshire,  and  eloped  from  fateik- 
ther*8  hoDie  when  a  boy.  He  gained  aeceas  to  the  Utii versify,  and  applied  lo 
Mndnousljr  to  learning,  and  tbrmcd  such  serviceabls  ooiinexiom,  titat  he  bS* 
came  attccesMvely  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  CoTentty,  of  Wells  and  of  Oorbspi. 
It  is  said  that  his  patents  remained  ignorant  of  his  situation  till  he  was  Bishop 
of  the  latter  diocese,  when  he  revealed  himself,  and  conduced  to  the  comfort 
«>f  their  declining  years. 

t  The  allowance  to  each  is  151.  per  ann.  and  chambers  in  the  college,  li 
is  observed,  that  nearly  one  ^alf  of  these  scholars  have  been  of  ths  bffii- 
ftetor's  kindred. 
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tmptonshire,  chiefly  Tor  the  iDstitntioD  of  eigiA  Mlawtbips,  I 
eight  scholarships  ;  but  the  estate  has  oily  frond  ndkieit  to 
the  maintenance  of  four  or  each  class.  Dr.  RadcHfr,  mhnat  name 
Is  bo  justly  dear  to  the  University  sjhI  ctty,  ranks  aniaog  the 
most  liberal  friends  of  this  college.  Besides  rmdefiag  muiii6cent 
assistance  to  the  bajldings,  Radcliffe  institated  tvo  IraveltinK  (e\' 
loffships  for  BtuHentfi  in  medicine.  Each  fellow  receives  3001. 
per  atm.  for  ten  years,  the  first  five  of  which  he  is  required  to 
spend  ahroad. 

University  College  is  situate  on  tlie  south  side  of  the  High 
Street,  and  consists  principally  nf  two  courts.  The  front  is  more 
than  260  feet  in  length,  and  is  a  reguliir  erection,  of  a  siibstiinlisl 
and  communding  character.  There  are  two  galeways,  at  equal 
distances  from  the  extremities  of  the  renije,  each  of  which  is 
sunnoimled  by  a  lower.  These  gateways  lead  immediately  to 
the  Courts.  On  the  outer  aide  of  that  which  conducts  to  the 
wcKtern  square  is  a  statue  of  Queen  .4une,  and  on  the  inner  side 
a  stiitue  ofJaines  II.  indifferently  executed ;  and  preseuted,  during 
the  reign  of  that  monarch,  by  one  of  the  few  strenuous  friends  of 
his  religious  principles.  The  lower  over  the  gateway  on  the 
east  is  Drnameiited  towards  the  street  iritli  a  statue  of  Qaeeu 
.  Maiy,  and  on  the  interior  with  another,  more  spirited  and  pleasing, 
of  Dr.  Rudcliffe. 

The  western  quadrangle  Is  a  regular  and  handsome  Gothic 
■tructuTC,  100  feet  square.  This  part  of  the  buildings  was  formed 
at  diffen  nt  periods  of  the  seventeenth  century,  under  the  direc- 
ti«n  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Greenwood.  The  chapel  Hnd  hall  ar« 
placed  on  tlie  sou|li  side;  and  this  division  of  Ibc  edifice  is  much 
indebtetl  to  the  receut  exertious  of  Or.  Grifiitli,  the  present  n 
ter.  The  origiiuil  centre  of  the  fumade  was  heavy,  and  devoid 
of  character;  Dr.  Griffith  bits  dcsigneil,  and  superintended  the 
execution  of,  a  bay  window,  finely  Gothic,  with  a  slii;htly-in- 
dentcd  cunopy  uu  tnch  side.  Hin  own  cbissel  has,  likewise,  orna- 
mentetl  the  moulding  of  the  (juailmngle  with  the  heads  of  varioux 
)>piief(>clors,  &c. 

The 
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The  easterD  court  posaeHseB  oiiW  th^e  Hides,  «ach  of  which  it 
•liout  eighty  feet  in  lengtli,  aud  opens  on  the  aoutli  to  the  mas- 
ter'H  garden.  The  rang^es  on  the  nortli  stud  cast  were  built  at  the 
'Cxp«ii(ie  of  Dr.  Radcliffe.  The  whole  of  this  divisioii  is  judici- 
ously consistent  with  the  more  ancient  t|iiadrtvngle,  and  does  not, 
indeed,  poAsesa,  in  any  rtspert,  a  mure  moilern  a]ipcanuii^c.  It 
is  mnch  to  he  regretted  thut  tlje  tilonc  of  the  neigliboiiriiig  ijuu- 
rien,  of  which  the  chief  huildings  of  the  University  were  neces- 
sarily composcil,  is  of  so  pornns  und  ductile  a  quality,  that  the 
■oi^ce  pech  u/?*  after  the  exposure  of  a  few  years  to  the  vicissi- 
ludes  of  weather.  Although  this  cii'cuniHtancc  uay  not  seriously 
afiect  tlie  durability  of  this  splendid  architectural  asseioblage,  it 
conreyt  an  idea  of  decay  productive  of  unpteaaing  sensations  in 
■the  beholdiT. 

Only  the  most  splendid  collei;iate  establishments  possessed  a 

distinct  and  peculiar  place  of  Divine  wombip  during  the  early 

periods  of  their  cxiatence.     The  raembera  of  Univenity  College 

long  attended  religious  ser*ire  at  St.  Mary's,  or  St.  Peter's  in 

the  East    An  oratory,  or  thapel,  wan  constructed  for  their  use, 

though  probably  on  a  very  humble  t^cale,  at  the  latter  part  of  the 

fourteenth  century.     This  was  supplanted  by  a  more  importaiit 

fmilding;  but,  in  1639,  the  second  edifice  was  pulle<I  down,  and 

the  foundation  of  the  present  chapel  laid.     The  era  was  lameut- 

ftbly  un propitious,  and  the  butldiiig  v,aii  not  completed  till  1665. 

,  when  it  was  consccraled  on  the  day  of  Si.  Cnthbi-rt  (the  putrou- 

^'^nt  of  the  original  pile,)  by  Dr.  Blundford,  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

I  The  windows  are  filled  with  painted- glass.     That  un  the  east 

,   vos  e;Lccuted  by  Giles,  of  York,  and  waa  presented  by  Dr.  Rad- 

\  clifle,  in  16^7.     The  chief  merit  of  the  old  school  of  glaas-painU 

iug  nanally  consitits  in  brilliancy  of  tints;  but  the  colours  of  this 

window  are  already  nearly  faded  into  obscnrity.     The  other  m 

Aovit  are  by  Abralmni  Van  Linge,  and  retain  all  their  pristine 

yividuesa,  but  they  are  by  no  means  remarkable  for  elegance  of 

I  flesign.     The  ucreen  is  of  the  Corlntliian  order,  and  h  emhel. 

lished 
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lished  by  carviDfr  atUibuled  to  Ciibbon*.  The  ailw-piccc  li  a 
Sklvator  Mundi,  after  C*rio  Dolce,  burned  in  wmxl  (bcecK)  by 
Dr.  OiiiEth.  Tliis  curious  pcribnuance  i*  sarraunded  b;  ctu-nng, 
■apposed,  like  that  In  the  ftCrceii,  to  be  the  woric  or  Gibbou. 
'  Jlnuradly  it  is  not  ecjual  in  execution  U>  tlie  carving  in  the  cba^ 
pel  of  Trinity  College ;  but,  prrbaps,  some  delicacy  of  tool  nwy 
B  bidden  by  the  load  of  varnisih  with  Khicli  this  cniving  iaen- 
«nmbpred.  The  ceiling  i*  of  gTMoed  Gothic,  tad  ia  cniMMl- 
ly  cbaste  and  attractive.  The  ante-ch.ipel  coiitaiun  an  inler- 
wtiog  monnment  of  Sir  Williini  Janes,  prewntcd  by  bia  widow. 
Mid  evecuted  by  Flaxman.  It  Ik  a  compoRition  highly  creditable 
to  the  talents  of  timt  arti«t.  The  tiai'rrliel'  )■  supjiorled  by  tyger'* 
beada,  and  repfewnla  Iht-  lamented  lubject  of  the  funereal  tro{iliy 
engaged  in  a  digest  of  the  Hindoo  Codo,  nith  Bramina  in  at- 
tendance. Etulilciiia  of  clawical  grace  and  eaatem  BcijuireDaent 
BOrmoliot  the  luonumeulal  luacriptimi, 

Tho  present  Library  wm  coni|>iL-led  in  l<iti9.     The  votka 
kcre  collected  are  nnmerous,  and  of  a  laluable  desurijitioii, 

The  Hall  ii  a  ifinciinis  and  bundMime  room,  lioguii  in  1040, 
bnt  not  oompleted  titl  tlic  more  tranijuil  da%s  of  C'harlM  II.  Dotil 
Uie  year  1760,  thin  apartment  waa  warmed,  in  the  ancteut  mode, 
by  8  vlove  in  llie  centv.  The  present  chimnriy- piece  is  an  eleguit 
Cinthic  combination,  preacntcd  by  Sir  Roger  Np«ilignl«.  At  tfae 
lower  t-iid  of  the  room  is  a  screen  of  v-ond,  Imlcfully  amitu,'od  in 
the  mm»  atyle  with  the  beautiful  diimncy-piece.  The  aoutb  win- 
dow has  »t>mt  paint«d  glnw*,  by  Gilea ;  aiul  the  roof  ia  nrnainvnlMl 
with  Virions  armorial  bearings.  This  Tcry  handsiime  refectory 
etmtains  the  following  portraila  :  Sir  Ro^er  Newdigatc,  a 
friend  to  th«  tnstimiion,  rtnd  one  of  the  reprciicntalivea  of  (be 
Uirirer^ity  tn  several  Parliiimenls.  Lonl  Kadiior.  8ir  Willnm 
^ott  Sir  Robert  Chambeii ;  a  portrait  poaseised  of  much  spirit 
and  character,  1ak<.n,  with  some  slight  alterations,  rroni  a  paim- 
ing  done  in  the  eaat.  A  full  length  of  Lord  Mnim,  b\  lloppncr, 
presented  by  his  Lordship, 
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bust  of  Alfred,  by  Wilton, 
fion  RysbracirB  model  This  Bjwrtmest  w,  likewise,  embel- 
lished by  the  portraits  of  Kiug  Heiir>  IV.  and  Robert  Dudley, 
Cvl  o(  LdcMI«T,  bui-ned  in  wood  bj  Dr.  Qr)£tb.  Svcb  a  ilyU 
•f  ddiontion  i«,  jierhNps.  ouriou  taUitr  Uiui  deairubk  ;  but  than 
M  a  gnti  poi-tion  o(  spirit  idfiiMd  iuto  tlm  latter  pietw.  Tba 
■nnraoft  nM>tn  o(  Uuiveraily  C'llle^o  waitu  favored  plaoo  of  teMtl 
Vttil  Dr.  JDhnbOii,  aiid  a  liiic  jiiiut  uf  Ihf  gn^l  tuoraltfit  acU  •< 
ft  nWMrial  of  tliat  rircuaiBtdnoe.  An  uigraied  likeiioai  of  Sif 
Wlllian  Jouea  i»  placed  an  a  cnmpaniou.  In  the  oDte-rwrn  is  a 
g;«D4  hwt  of  Mr.  Tilt,  prtatuled  it  the  coUegt  by  the  yonci^tt 
staduuti. 

AiBOiif  the  eraiitent  prmna  connected  nitb  tliis  houM,  b«aides 
Waiter  tikirbiw,  Itiiiiiop  of  Durham,  ttiiosc  forUinale  peculiarity 
af  MtcnmalanctB  ««  have  lieforc  noticed,  are  Iticiiard  FUinming, 
K shop  of  Liocnlii,  fotuidertif  Liuculn  Colle^  ;  Fatter,  ArchbU 
ibop  of  Cahtrrbury,  author  of  the  UreoiHii  Aoliquitica;  Lord 
HevlMrt,  of  CliGrbury,  the  moet  eccentric  charaoler  of  his  en, 
Wl,  certainly,  an  tcconiplisbed  kiliolnr,  and  a  man  nf  intCBtiooal 
nelitude  ;  Williain  Smith,  the  judicious  writer  reaptctiiiK  Iho 
famdation  of  tJiis  college;  the  Rev.  Jewph  Bingbam,  author  of 
flw  Ofigiitm  EovUnattioat :  Dr.  Raddilfc  wm  of  University 
baCnn  bo  rrinnved  to  Liacoln  Collci^e;  Carte,  the  historian, 
lAerwards  of  Canbrid^e,  look  Lit  titsl  decree  bare  ;  logo,  the 
■iagix  foet,  was  servitor  st  this  colir(^  ;  Siv  QobtTt  CiNUnben, 
KCMid  Justice  of  Ibe  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  iti  Bcusrai ; 
Sir  Wiliian  Jones,  a  brif^bl  exanple  to  the  literary  vorld  i— 
"  1  am  not  riHwrnible,"  says  Sir  Witliuin,  ''  to  thrj  chuniM  of 
ykasore.  but  I  love  lane  better."  Ik- pursued  his  object  bIm- 
iUf,  ind  bis  name  wiU  receive  llic  applause  «f  posttrritif. 

The  society  consists  of  a  master,  twrir*  faltawi,  and  scvroteea 
Tltc  king  i*  fieitor, 
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is  agreeably  situated  on  a.  slight  emitience,  near  the  bank  of  the 
river  Isis,  at  the  western  extremity  of  tlie  city.  On  the  sains 
•pot  fonnerly  HU)od  Gli>oc«ster  Hall,  »  seminary  in  which  the 
Benedictine  Monks  uf  Gloucester  studied  Philosophy  and  Theo' 
logy.  This  seminary  was  governed  by  a  prior,  end  was  fonnd 
•f  so  eligible  a  description,  that  it,  at  length,  received  students 
from  raany  of  the  most  important  abbeys  in  En^'land.  The  m^»> 
lani  were  allowed  b>  tdke  degrees  aa  in  the  oUin-  Jearued  etta'< 
blishmeiits  of  the  University. 
,  At  the  Dissolution  the  preniisej  vere  bei>tow«d  on  certain 
individuals ;  but,  when  Oxford  was  created  a  see,  they  were 
choeen  for  the  residence  of  the  bishop.  They  were  soon,  bow- 
ever,  resumed  by  the  crown,  and  were  granted  by  Elizabeth,  in 
Uie  tiecnnd  year  of  her  reij^n,  to  William  Doddington,  of  wl>om 
Ibey  were  pucchased  by  Sir  ThomuH  White.  Sir  Thnouis  had 
recently  founded  the  college  of  SL  Jolin ;  and  he  constituted  bin 
new  purcLaiw  an  appendage  to  the  foundatioa,  under  the  name 
•f  St.  John  Baptist's  Hall.  Within  the  walix  he  speedily  settled 
e  principal,  who  was  to  be  a  fellow  of  St  John's,  and  a  hundred 
scholars,  the  chief  of  whom  he  maiutaiued  at  his  soleeKpense, 
When  the  buildings  were  purchuiied  by  Sir  Thoous  Whit«,  they 
vere  altogether  in  a  decayed  state ;  and  the  chapel  and  lihruy 
biul  falleij  a  co:nplete  sacrilice  to  Kiiig  Henry's  agenla.  But  ■ 
due  succession  of  principals  continued  till  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  I'he  number  of  scbularK,  however,  gradu- 
ally diminished  ;  aud,  in  1678,  the  hall  wut  inhabited  only  hj 
the  principal,  and  a  few  obscure  fituitlies  who  wer«  ailoweil  to 
oci'upy  the  rooms  gratuiLously. 

Uut.  this  deserted  edifice  was  destined  to  a  speedy  restorotion 
of  celebrity.  In  Ihc  year  1701,  Sir  Thomas  Cookes,  of  Bcntley 
Vauucefoii  in  the  purish  of  Tardebigg,  Worcestershire,  Bart, 
hequeatlied  the  sum  of  10,0001.  for  the  erecting  of  a  collegiate 
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iHiMiiig  in  Oxford,  and  for  the  mainleiNUioe  of  u'mmtMlMi 
and  scholare  as  the  reaidoe  of  the  avn  beyaathod  wanU  wki%i 
ot,  otherwiKe,  for  the  endowing  of  iellowabipo,  «od  ooMaxT 
^laeea,  to  be  added  to  a  eollegiate  eStaMiahBent  already  lezMog.^ 
A  prelereiiee  in  the  choiee  of  atadenta  to  be  gifen  to  feaaaHl 
educated  in  the  taatator'a  aehoola  of  Branagrore  wBAFtfkmimm' 
and  each  of  them  principally  aa  ahoold  be  of  hia  kindred ;  er;.'M 
want  of  proper  boya  in  thoae  aehoola,  anoh  aa  are  ednoated  miM 
freoHiehooia  of  Woroeater,  Harttebary,  and  KidderMnatar^^aM* 
oAer  free-achoola  in  the  county  of  Woreeater, '    '  •^  *  V 

The  aum  thna  bequeathed  acennralated  to  the  amount  of  If^OMii 
belbre  the  managers  determined  on  the  moat  deairable  nmii'of 
applying  it  Gloncester  Hall  waa  at  length  pnrehaaei  offlt 
John's  College ;  and  lettera  patent  were  obtained  from  QmoIi 
Anne,  in  1714,  for  erecting  it  into  a  college,  by  tiie  namaef 
**  the  iVoYoat,  Fellowa,  and  Scholars  of  Woroeater  CoHago^'iB 
Mie  city  of  Oxford." 

The  foundation  was  fortunate  in  apeedily  attractittg  the  nolkb 
of  benefactors,  fn  1717,  Mra.  Margaret  AlcomCi  of  Oxftidl 
bequeathed  one  half  of  her  eatatea,  real  and  peraonal.;  but  H  waa 
proyed  that  she  had  only  a  life-interest  in  the  (brmer,  and  iSbe 
college,  therefore,  only  obtained  799l.  the  moiety  of  her  penonal 
property,  which  was  directed,  by  a  decree  of  Chancery,  to  be 
expended  on  the  new  buildings.  I^ady  Elizabeth  Holford  founded 
two  exhibitions  of  twenty  pounds  each,  for  charter-house  aobo- 
lars.  Dr.  James  Fynney,  a  fellow  of  St.  John's,  left  2d001.  for  two 
fellowships  and  two  scholarships.  George  Clarke,  D.  C.  L.  be-  - 
queathed  estates  for  the  foundation  of  six  fellowships  and  three 
scholarships;  and,  in  1739,  Mrs.  Sarah  Eaton,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Eaton,  formerly  principal  of  Gloucester  Hall,  endowed  six  fellow- 
ships and  five  scholarships,  for  the  sons  of  clergymen  only. 

The  buildings  of  Worcester  College  already  completed  consist 
of  a  chapel,  a  hall,  a  library,  and  an  elegant  range  of  apartments 
on  the  north  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  society.  The  ar- 
chitecture of  the  whole  ia  of  a  noble^  and  chaste  character.    In 
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froal  !■  tb«  libnry,  >  £ae  itrnclure  of  Wte  lonio  onJor,  100  bat 
in  1mi^.  with.tbc  cliaf«l  [WoJcoUiig:  on  rme  aide,  uid  the  hall  oa 
the  «thor.  A  Hpscioiu  cloiattr  sup|MrU  tlie  library  ia  tlie  IroBt 
towanjt  lb«  court.  The  buildings  on  lite  oarth  •.-onUin  thi«* 
rtories  of  tonnnoitioui  rooms  (ir  stixlenU,  villi  lod^iugs  for  th« 
provoot.  On  tilt  nppoiiile  siila  is  a  low  irrc^lar  nui^«,  wbieh 
formed  s  part  at  tin;  Bncipnt  btiildi'i^s  umantMl  by  the  BenedictiM* 
Monktt.  According'  lo  the  oriNjinnl  devigo,  tlwar  low  teneneato 
are  to  )■«  removed,  and  b  pile  rained  of  a  ebsntcter  eorrMpoudiitg 
with  the  division  on  the  north.  It  ia  intended  that  the  coatt 
■hitll  open  on  Ihe  west  U>  the  college  gnrdcns. 

The  Chajiel  it  a  structure  ol'  Bne  pmpartionii,  hut  entiraly 
utoniamented,  villi  au  exception  of  tltc  roof,  whieh  ii  delicately 
fluccoed. 

The  flaii  ia  sixty  feet  in  length  by  tliirty  feet  in  width,  «itli 
two  Coriothiait  coluniiis  at  the  western  eud. 

The  L'tbrnry  is  the  nio!.t  itileresting  part  of  the  buildings, 
A  galiery  runs  to  IIif  wltoie  extent  of  this  epncions  roeni.  antl 
aloii^  both  t-ndK.  Among  the  boohs  is  a  vatnnble  collection, 
parliciiUrly  ricli  in  arcliitecturHl  works,  made  by  Dr.  Clarke, 
who  left  a  sum  for  the  hrnelit  of  a  librarian  and  uuitcr-lihnriui, 
and  aUo  6fty  pounds  yearly  for  the  aograentatlou  of  the  boofca. 
I  n  Itiia  room  are  the  portraits  of  Sir  Thomas  Cookes,  the  fotindor, 
and  of  Dr.  Clarke. 

Gloucester  Hull  hul  the  honour  of  affording  education  to  three 
bishops.  Richard  I^vcUee,  thv  poet,  and  Sir  Keuelm  Digbjr, 
likewise  ituditil  at  the  name  place.  The  learned  Diggory  Wbean 
was  princijinl  I'ruto  Iti^tito  l')4'. 

The  present  foundation  cnnsiiits  of  s  jirovosl,  twenty-one  fel- 
lows, sixteen  «cbolar«,  and  three  rxliihitionent. 


WADHAM  COLLEGE. 

On  the  site  of  this  oolloge  formerly  t>Uiod  the  priory  of  AnstiR 
Frian,  ■aoholsstic  house  of  so  much  celebrity,  timt  the  Upi?er> 
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•ity  «cU  mM%  kt^,  %ni  the  ax^rcwm  in  arts  parfonned  thM^ 
beCnrc  tiM  divinity  school  was  built  Shortly  a(Ur  the  DiMohk 
IkNi  these  premises  were  demolished ;  9Md,  after  passing  tln^oogk 
farioHS  bands,  the  site  becaaie  the  property  of  the  Mayor,  hni» 
lilb,  and  oonmoRaity  of  Oxford;  Of  then  it  was  pmrchass^  tm 
the  use  of  the  present  foundation. 

The  Ibupder  of  Wadham  College  was  Nicholas  Wadham,  Ea%i 
of  Edge  and  Merrilield,  in  Soaersetshire.  This  gentleman  wan 
hem  in  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  and  studied  at  Oxktik 
He  Inherited  a  liberal  estate,  and  managed  his  inheritance  with 
so  aveh  eare,  that  he  considerably  angmented  its  annual  prated 
and  aeenmnlated  nearly  lAfiOOH,  in  money.  He  married  ]>ero« 
thy,  the  daughter  of  Sir  William  Petre,  a  man  who  baa  bean 
already  mentioned  among  the  most  beneficent  contributors  It -Ihf  ' 
welfare  of  the  University.  Witfaont  detracting  from  the  genetonir 
ardour  of  Wadham,  we  may  be  allowed  to  suppose  that  the  haubf 
inclination  of  his  lady  towards  endowment  and  beoefaetieo  h^ 
some  influence  in  directing  bis  bounty  to  the  channel  under  eon* 
sideratton. 

Wadham  had  deliberately  formed  the  desig^n  of  a  colligiale 
institation,  bat  died  before  his  plan  could  be  carried  into  efleot 
His  lady  survived  him  oiue  years,  and,  with  the  aid  of  trustees, 
was  enabled  to  accomplish  his  laiidnble  wish.  The  king's  licence 
for  foundation  was  granted  in  1611 ;  and  the  statutcft  were  oon* 
firmed  in  the  following  year.  By  these  the  society  is  declared 
to  consist  of  a  warden,  fifteen  fellows,  fifto^rn  scholars,  two  chap* 
lains,  and  two  clerks.  The  first  election  was  made  by  the  fonn* 
dress,  with  the  exception  of  one  fellow  and  two  scholars,  who 
were  nominated  by  the  Corporation  of  Oxford,  according  to  a 
previous  arraus^craent  in  tlie  purchase  of  the  site. 

Among  other  benefactions,  John  Goodridge,  M.  A.  somatimt 
fellow,  gave,  in  1664,  an  estate  and  money  for  tlie  use  of  four 
exhibitioners,  three  scholars,  the  moderator  in  divinity,  &c. 
Humphrey  llody.  Archdeacon  of  Oxford,  endowed  ten  exhibi* 
tious,  four  for  students  of  Hebrew,  and  six  for  sludents  of  Greek. 
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Riclinrd  Warner,  Exq.  fouiiilcd  a  botauicRl  exhibition  ia  177&, 
Dr.  Jolin  Wills,  vurdeii  of  the  college,  wlio  died  in  1806,  made 
the  following  noble  tiequesU  to  the  Hocicty  ; — 40Ul.  per  annaiH,  in 
ttdJitioii  to  the  warden's  sMary  ;  10001.  to  improve  the  wardeu's 
lodgings;  two  exhibitions  of  lUOl.  each  to  two  fellowN,  stuilenia 
or  practitiouers  in  hiw  or  moUicinc  ;  and  two  exhibitions  of  20l. 
each  to  two  scholars  pursuing  the  same  studies  ;  301.  per  annum 
fer  a  divinity  leclnrf-r  in  the  college  to  teud  lectures  ou  (he  thirty- 
nine  articles;  bu  annnal  exhibition  of  7dl.  foi'  a  superannuated  . 
f^Iow,  not  possessing  property  to  the  amonnt  of  751.  yearly ;  to 
oneother  superannuated  fellow,  not  having  property  to  the  amount 
of  1001.  501.  ftcr  annum;  111.  10^.  to  a  preacher,  for  fourBermoos 
ammally  in  tlit  college  chapel ;  hooks,  tu  the  value  of  five  or  nix  , 
pounds  yearly,  'o  the  best  reader  of  lessons  Jn  the  vhapel.  Dr. 
"IVills,  likewise,  left  considerable  sums  for  purposes  conuecleil  with 
llie  Uiiivcrsily  at  large,  and  directed  the  residue  of  bis  fortune, 
aft<?r  some  legacies  to  very  distant  relations,  to  be  employed  w  K 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  livings  for  this  college. 

The  building  of  Wadham  College  are  comprisi^d  in  one  t^taf 
Wrangle,  nearly  130  feet  square.  The  whole  of  the  edifice,  ex- 
c^t  a  buililiuu:  of  three  stoi-ics  on  the  south  of  the  front,  erected 
iu  lf>y4,  was  completed  by  tlie  foundress,  at  the  cxpenac  of 
10,8161.  7s.  8d.  The  front,  which  ia  o[>posil<'  to  Triiiit;  Gardena, 
bus  a  central  tower  over  the  entrance,  and  a  bay  projection  at 
each  end,  surmounled  by  a  pediment.  The  quadran(;le  U  an 
attr&ctivG  specimen  of  modem  Gothic,  though,  in  one  instance, 
the  false  laiite  of  tho  era  induced  the  violation  of  MmplicUy  by 
the  introduction  of  classic  cmhellishmculH.  Three  bides  of  Uie 
court  are  occupied  by  the  warden's  lotl^inufs,  and  apartinents  for 
the  society.  On  the  eiisl  are  the  hall  and  chapel.  In  the  centra 
of  this  latter  division  is  a  portico,  ornamented  with  four  ranges  of  , 
colurana  and  pilasters  of  the  classic  orders.  In  niches  of  the  lower 
compartmenl  are  statues  of  Nicholas  and  DuroUiy  M'adham,  th« 
former  in  anuour,  uith  a  model  of  the  bnildijig  in  his  hand. 
Between  the  two  ligvres  is  the  following  ioscrlpiiuii : 


AN.  DOM.  l6lJ.  APR.  to. 

Jt;b  AUSiTClISR  IAC06I. 

IIOEPBS, 

OUAM  V[DEADOMUM  MUSIS  NUNCtlPATAMPOKEVDAM 

MANDAKAT  NICUOLAUS  WADHAM  SOMEASetedSlS 

ARKtaKH  VKftrNlLLE  FATOcNXfiepnraDOROTIIKS 

OBHJUOI  fBRFlCllChbAlil  LKOABnT     1[,LA  INCIIItCTAHXEK 

PBkffxiT,  MAGvti-rcEoucsL'MPirei;sain>  AUXiT 

TO  SlTMUE  PaTEK  ADWs  f  HOPITrCS,  TOOQUE  HOKEKl  A0DA9 
QUKSUUl/H  PERPtmiTATEH. 


In  HI  ettibeHishei]  uio)i«,  aImvc  Xhn  foaniler  aud  fouDdrwa,  ii  % 
Matvr  of  iftmv*  1.  ntid  the  royul  arms  are  pluced  in  lite  iip[ier  con- 
pHTlincRt.  The  olispel  &nil  llbrury  exMiid  eaetwaril,  and  fonii 
Itro  omunentil  sHle*  to  an  inner  divi»ioii,  or  ifardeo  conrt.  It 
is  pIcMiiig  to  obseive  that  Ihe  tiiiirormity  of  tbe  whole  edifice  hoe 
jcBURcd  wniiijureil  tu  ilie  present  day.  . 

The  gsnlcns  Bltarhed  lo  this  college  are  enUnsive,  and  di»> 
fwei,  in  the  mmteru  sIjIp,  with  mirch  delicacy  of  tatte. 

Tbe  Vhapei  ]x  a  haniiconie  Gothic  structtire,  levcnty  feet  in 
length  by  thirty  in  width,  wilh  aa  ante-chapul  of  still  larger 
dimeuHioiis  at  right  angles  with  tbe  choir.  The  ea«t  window  is 
of  the  Soert  Gothir,  and  is  filled  with  paiuted  glasE,  hy  Bernard 
Vmi  Ui^e,  in  16Q3.  In  the  t)p|>er  part  are  repreaented  the  most 
BbvMu  types  of  Christ  freni  the  Old  Tevtamiot.  In  the  lower 
diilsion  is  iliBplayed  the  fulfilment  of  these  indications  by  varioua 
ctenls  in  the  history  of  the  Savionr.  The  whole  deerrves  to 
nnk  among  the  heat  efforts  of  Vnn  Linge. 

Iinraedinlely  henculh  this  window  ia  a  singular  perfurraaoce, 
by  ln«C  Fuller,  which  can  itarcely  be  eK|rrcaKed  by  any  other 
tenn  Ib&n  thai  of  dry  painting.  The  fanciful  artist  took  cloth 
of  in  »h-cotour  for  his  medium,  and  worked  the  lines  and  ihsdaa 
ttf  hia  intended  picture  with  a  brown  crayon,  aiiit  the  lights  with 
awhite  one.  These  dry  coloiira  were  then  pressed  <*ith  hot  irons, 
■ad  Ihe  warmth  prudurej  an  exsudation  from  the  cloth  which 
cMiaed  the  Colours  tu  impiint  a  dye,  proof  a^inst  all  ditn^er  of 
icBAval  hy  the  rudest  touch.     This  piece  contains  represents' 

Vol.  Xli.  Q  tutu 


S36 


nxFORDSHtRE. 


I 


It  to 
>hite|_ 

I 


tioDs  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  Ibc  Children  of 
ing  Manila,  together  with  fi^^ures  of  Abraham  and  Melchisedec. 
The  colours  are  now  so  much  faded  tliat  it  is  very  difficult  to 
trace  the  desigo.     The  chapel  is  paved  with  black  ajid  vhite| 
marble,  but  was  coiiBtnicted  at  an  era  to  iinfavorabte  to  chun 
ornament  that  we  cannot  expect  any  splendour  of  internal 
bellishment.    In  the  aiite-cliapel  are  the  moaumeiits  of  many 
ncnt  members  of  the  society. 

The  Librari/  is  a  commodious  room,  with  k  fine  Gothic  ni 
(low  at  the  upper  end,  in  which  are  inserled  two  small  portrmils 
of  the  founder  and  iiis  lady.  Among  the  hooka  arc  those  which 
formerly  belonged  to  Dr.  Bisse,  Archdeacon  of  Taunton ;  msiiy 
vaJuabIc  workd  in  the  Spanish  language,  procured  by  Sir  William 
Godolphin  while  engaged  in  an  embassy  to  Spain  ;  and  the  esti- 
mable collection  of  Mr.  Richard  Warner,  whose  admiration  of 
Shakspeare  is  well  known  to  have  induced  him  to  proem 
edition  nf  his  works,  and  every  treatise  coimected  with  thi 
There  are,  likewise,  many  apecimens  of  early  printing  la  thifc' 
library. 

The  ffall  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  University;  and,  like 
the  library,  is  ornamented  at  the  upper  end  with  a  window  con- 
Bpicoously  beautiful.  In  the  window  are  inserted  two  small  por- 
traits of  Charles  1.  and  his  queen.  The  dimensions  of  this  room 
are  seventy  feet  by  thirty-6ve,  and  tlic  sides  arc  adorned  by 
the  following  portraits :  llie  Founder  and  Foundress ;  Sir  John 
gtrangeways;  John  Goodridge  ;  John,  Lord  Lovelace;  Chief 
Justice  Prall;  Mr.  Harris  of  Salisbury;  Arthur  Onslow,  the 
Speaker;  George  I.;  William  111.;  br.  Bisse ;  Dr.  Ilody  and 
h)8  Lady;  and  the  wardens,  Wright,  Bishnp  of  Bristol ;  Smith: 
Wilkins,  Bishop  of  Chester;  Blandford,  Bishop  of  WorcesleEj 
Ironside,  Bishop  of  Hereford  ;  Dnnster;  Baker,  Bishop  of  Na^ 
wich  ;  and  Wills. 

From  the  above  list  of  portraits  it  will  be  observed  that  severil 
of  the  wardfiis  havi^  been  promoted  to  the  episcopal  bench;  and 
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Hny  other  pKlatcs  have,  at  liifitrent  tinifs,  beoa  connected 
«itfa  tfait  ootlegt'.  Tlie  foUowiui;  are  §ome  of  the  most  conipi- 
OMiM  nemben  of  llic  soclvty  in  other  classes:  Sir  C.  Sudtey  ; 
Adninl  HIake;  Crcicb,  tlie  IraiisUtor  of  Lucretius  ;  Dr.  Trapp  ; 
Dr.  Kennicott,  tiie  etniucut  Heiiraist;  &nd  John  Richarilson, 
■ntbor  of  tiie  Peniiaii  Dictionary. 

It  BiBtt  not  be  farsotten  in  the  annali  of  Wadhnm  Collttge, 
that  one  of  the  most  pleasing  aulijecls  of  national  pride,  ttw 
Royal  Society,  originated  in  this  house.  Tlie  first  meclinga 
vcre  bold  id  a  mom  over  the  gateway  ;  and  Ur.  Wilkins,  then 
wuden,  who  had  married  Cramwetl's  sUter,  aiid  wiis  alterwarda 
Biahop"  of  Chester,  conduced  with  much  zeal  to  the  permanency 
of  the  extablishmrnt. 

The  aociety  founded  by  Wadham  conalits  of  a  warden,  fifteen 
MIowa,  fifteen  scliolurs,  two  rhaplaina,  and  two  clerks.  Accord- 
ing; to  the  statutes  of  the  foun<]re3a  the  wai'den  was  to  rtKign  if 
he  ntvried,  or  wa.s  advanced  to  a  hisbD))ric ;  hut  the  rurniur  relio 
of  monastic  ansterity  was  dispensed  with  hy  Ibc  act  of  t'urlia- 
nent  which  passed  in  1806.  The  fellows  are  to  vaciite  on  com- 
pleting eighteen  years  from  the  expiration  of  their  regency,  and 
they  are  elected  from  the  scholars,  of  whom  three  are  taken  from 
Somersetshire,  three  Irom  Essex,  and  the  remaining  nin*  from 
any  other  part  of  Great  Britain. 

In  the  early  ages  of  Uuiversity  edncation  the  students  lodgttd 
in  the  honses  of  the  citizens,  or  formed  themselves  into  societtea, 
under  popular  teachers,  and  rented  separate  tenements  erected  for 
Uieir  use  by  speeulalive  natives  of  Oxford.  When  a  tenement 
vaa  ao  rented  it  was  termed  A  HALL,  and  became,  in  some  mea- 
sure, a  spot  irrecoverably  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  learning; 
for  the  proprietor  could  neither  sell  nor  demise  the  building;, 
without  a  legal  assurance  that  it  should  remaiu  open  tn  the  use  of 
the  University  while  required.  If  he  wished  to  advance  the  rent, 
the  propriety  of  such  a  demand  was  iovestigaled  by  two  Matlert, 
on  the  one  part,  and  two  Citizens  on  the  other. 
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These  hall*  nere  formerly  Tcry  uumerao!!  ;^  but,  after  lfi« 
foundation  of  college*,  endowed  vith  felluwsliips  and  enriebe4 
Kith  lirings,  Ihey  oeeenarily  mtxik  into  ntrglfecl.  Fi«e  only  iww 
remain,  uid  one  of  tttcse  is  dextitDte  of  stttdeiita.  Tiie  othen 
■till  proitpcr;  mid  tliree  of  them  liuvc  lieea  imjiroveil  by  benfr 
fsctioDB.  Each  liall  is  guvc-rncd  by  a  priuaipaJ,  aiid  by  Btatutea 
ori^iaating  with  tlie  CliaticeUor  of  the  Unirersily.  The  princi- 
P>Ib  are  elected  by  the  members,  aubjact  to  the  approvance  of 
the  ebaucellor  f,  or  vice-chaucellor,  with  tbe  exception  of  th« 
printipul  of  St.  Edmund's  Hull,  who  is  iiominaled  by  (^oeen's 
College.  Their  income  arises  from  tlie  rent  of  the  chanben. 
The  Etadents  posscw  all  academical  prJvlle^s  in  common  with 
the  htudfeula  in  colleges,  and  wear  the  same  dresa.  The  bdldinga 
are,  in  general,  coramodions,  though  not  so  conspicuouafor  beanly 
ta  to  claim  particular  notice:  and,  from  our  following  brief  ac-> 
eount,  it  vill  be  seen  that  the  halls  of  Oxford  liave  produced 
many  shining  ornaments  of  society,  even  Miice  the  fouudattm  ef 
collegea  baa  eclipsed  their  power  of  attraction. 


ST.  ALBAN'S  HALL 


I 


derives  its  name  from  Robert  Ae  Sanclo  Albua,  a  eitiien  of 
Oxford  in  the  time  of  King  John.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  it 
was  united  to  Nunne  HjJI  ;  bnt  the  principal  was  appointed  by 
Merton  College.  King  Henry  VIlI.  granted  it  to  hia  phyaidaa. 
Or.  George  Owen  :  by  whom  it  was  conveyed  to  Sir  John  WiU 
hum,  afterwards  Lord  Williams,  of  Thame,  and  Sir  John  Gre- 


*  fill  J.  PeihnJl  meutioiD  above  tOO,  and  ^B]Fl,  an  the  luttiDrity  of  Wood. 
"  lint  nwnj  olher  halli,  lo  Iho  number  of  300,  ut  more,  were  litre ,  but  Ibeir 
niiDci  and  pl'cai  liave  beta  long  UQce  Ion."  I'he  nuaiber  of  halli,  in  Ih< 
teign  of  Edward  I.  is  tiiit  by  uibcc  wrUtrt  lo  tin>c  bprn  about  300. 

f  The  ChMcellor  has  the  paw«r  of  nciuafty  nominnting  llieso  ptirtripsh, 
but  refraiDi  fnini  ciettlsing  that  •lUlbatitji.    He  utiulotofail  it 


iboi.  AHer  an  iutormeilJatr  trannmianon  it  wu  obuiocd  by  the 
WanlMic  aitd  Fallows  nf  Merton  CollcgE,  to  wUom  the  site  still 
belongs. 

Honprr,  tiie  martyred  Bitfaop  or  Gloucester,  and  two  other 
prelates,  were  educated  here.  Masainger,  the  poet,  (inferior, 
perbaps,  to  no  English  dramatist  bat  Sliakspenre,)  aod  Lenthi]/ 
Speaker  during  Hie  long  Parliament,  were  likewise  ufthia  hftll. 

EDMUND  HALL, 

l^itionall;  ho  temed  from  St.  Edmund,  Archbishop  of  CmXet' 
liiir}',  belonged  to  Osency  Abbey  at  the  time  of  the  Dissolatioo, 
and  was  then  granted  by  Henry  Vllt.  tu  certain  individuals.  It 
came  into  tl»e  posiession  of  the  Society  of  Queen's  College  ill 
1557 ;  and  was  by  lUein  ruicwed  an  a  phice  of  study,  on  condi- 
tion that  tbey  should  huvc  the  piivilege  of  nominating;  the  prin- 
cipal. The  buildings  Imvc  Wen  enlarged  under  the  auspices  of 
tiie  college-  and,  in  1(331,  Dr.  John  Rawlinson,  principal,  be- 
qneatheil  six  pounds  yearly,  chiefly  for  the  emolument  of  a  cate- 
chetical lecturer.  Dr.  Thoralinson,  sometime  vice-principal,  like- 
vise  left,  iu  1747,  the  sum  of  SOOI. 

Several  prelates,  among  whom  occurs  the  learned  and  ingenioof 
Dr.  Kenuet,  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  were  educated  here.  TTit 
fellowlng  names  likewise  grace  the  scholastic  list:  John  Oldham, 
the  poet;  Sir  Richard  Blackmore;  Edward  Chauberlaine,  an- 
thor  of  Anglise  Notitia,  &c. ;  Humphrey  Wanley ;  Tfaosus 
Heame,  the  inde&tigable  antiquary ;  and  Dr.  John  Mill,  aditor 
of  the  Greek  Testament. 

ST.  MARY'S  HAIL 

VM  gireo  bjr  a  barg«M  of  Oxfcrd,  in  the  reign  of  Hairy  IH,  to 

llw  reetors  of  St.  Mary's  Cbnrcb,  tor  a  boose  of  residence.     It 

fmmti,  lothtiwpitamsgfloftimt  ohuToh,  to  Oriel  College,  ami 
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was  oonverted  into  an  acstderatcal  hall  in  1333.     The  buildings  ^ 
are  in  a  qnadrangular  form,  and  were  improved  at  varionB  pwic 
of  the  last  ceiitury. 

Thnmae  Dyke,  M,  D.  ht-stAwed  properly,    io  1677,  for  I 
assistaDce  of  four  sclioiars,  natives  of  Somerset«biTe ;  and  Dlt.  1 
Nawell.  late  principal,  founded  one  exliibition. 

Dr.  William  Kinc^,  whote  political  opiuions  and  satiric^ 
writings  once  uttrecttd  so  niucli  ntitice,  was  principal  of  St. 
Mary's  Hall  from  1719  to  1703.  He  directed  Iiis  heart  to  be 
preserved  in  tiie  cliapel,  and  tlie  remainder  of  Lia  body  to  b« 
buried  in  the  church  of  Ealing,  Middlesex.  Sir  Chrislophtr  1 
Halton,  Sir  Thomas  yiore,  George  Sandys,  the  poet,  i 
Needbam  the  political  writer,  stodied  in  this  hall. 


I 


ST.  MARY  MAGDALEN  HALL 

is  situated  close  (o  Magdalen  College,  and  was  built  in  1480  b^ 
William  of  Wayiitleet,  as  a  gramtuar-school.  The  premises  vere 
enlai^ed,  about  the  year  ISIS,  by  the  Society  of  Magdalen  Col- 
le^'e,  and  students  were  thtii  admitted  on  the  terms  iiHual  in  othet 
balls.  The  library  conUiJns  muny  valuable  books;  in  the  re- 
feclory,  is  a  poi-trnit  of  Tyiidall,  who  sufTored  martyrdom  in  tliQ 
reign  of  Henry  Vlll. 

A  coimiderable  number  of  exhibitions  have  been  besloved;  and 
Dr.  William  Lucy,  sometime  a  member  of  this  ball,  betiuoathcd 
20001.  for  the  support  of  four  scholars,  to  be  elected  from  Hamp- 
ton Lucy  School,  in  Warwickshire. 

Magdalen  Hall  claims  many  prelates,  and  the  following  diir. 
tinguished  characters  of  other  classes  :  Lord  Clarendon. 
Henry  Vane,  in  «hom  philosophy  and  fanaticism  were  so  strange)  j, 
blended,  Sir  Julius  Ciesnr,  one  of  the  most  eminent  civili 
his  era.  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  whose  judicial  wisdom  was  ren- 
dered doubly  valuable  by  his  personal  virtues.  Dr.  Sydenham, 
the  celebrated  physician.     Edwud  Phillips,  thu  biographer;  and 

Dr. 


hcd 

id 

] 


Br'FIo^^  author  of  the  Natarri  Biatorjr  of:dM|  ifMuitteB  i 
Ibii aid Staftrd.  .-'  t^.\  V 

NEW  INN  HALL. 

A  coUeetioD  of  tenements  inhabited  by  Beniaidine  ^^  jl 
formerly  occupied  the  aite  of  this  hall.    The  premiaea  deac 
lo  WtHiam  of  Wykeham^  and  were  by  him  bestowed  oi 
wardens  and  fellows  of  New  College ;  from  which  drcnmi 
of  connexion  they  afterwards  acquired  the  name  of  New  Ins 
This  hoose  was  once  celebrated  for  the  proficiency  of  its  sti 
in  the  civil  and  canon  law,  but  fell  into  decay  during  the  six 
century,  and  was  used  by  Charles  I.  as  an  office  for  minti 
plate  presented  to  him  by  the  Unirersity.     After  the  Reatt 
it  was  renewed  as  a  place  of  study,  but  has  again  sunk  to  m 
No  part  of  the  edifice  now  remains  but  a  house  for  the  princ 

The  most  important  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  oonnected 
the  University  are  the  Schools ;  the  Bodleian  Library 
Theatre ;  the   Clarendon  Printing  House ;  the  Radcl\ 
hrary  ;  the  Ashmolean  Museum ;  the  ObservcUory  ;   the  4 
Garden  ;  and  St,  Mary's,  or  the  University  Church, 

The  first  public  schools  m  the  University  were  erected  by 
Thomas  Flokenorton,  Abbot  of  Oseney,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  Before  that  period  each  hall  had  it«  separato 
school ;  and  many  were  attached  to  the  various  religious  houses.. 
The  buildings  constructed  by  the  Abbot  consisted  of  ten  apait^i 
ments,  allottfsd  to  difierent  branches  of  tuition.  The  divinity 
school  was,  likewise,  begun  early  in  the  pfteenth  century,,  and 
was  completed,  with  a  library  in  the  upper  division,  in  the  year 
1480,  chiefly  through  the  liberal  assistance  of  Humphrey,  Du|^ci 
of  Gloucester,  usually  styled  the  good.  This  school  still .1^ 
mains,  and  is  one  of  the  richest  pieces  of  Gothic  architecture  that 
has  been  preserved.     The  stone-roof  is  of  exquisite  workmanship, 

Q  4  and 

*  For  a  biographical  notice  of  Dr.  Plot,  see  Beauties  of  England j  &c;  Hht 
Keat  093. 
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and  wu  (e|Hur«tJ,  »itli  cftreful  rea^iect  of  »cb  particular  of  tiM' 
original  desijcu,  hy  Sir  Cliristophtr  Wren.  Tbe  liuiUuift*  flncfal 
by  the  Abbol  of  O^ciicj  were  lemoved  iu  the  beginning  i>riliel7th 
centun^,  wbeo  tlie  preseut  edihte  v/as  ttecteil. 

th*  scbools,  iucluding  u  pul  of  liie  ilodleian    liWry,   M)d 
Uw  picUire  gtliety,  form  a  kpleiidid  i]uailraugle.     I'be  )knucijwl 
Iront  is  &  Midak,  yet  oiagniGcenl  elevatiou,  17ii  f»et  lu  Irugl^^ 
villi  a  lofty  squaie  lower  ovf^r   tlie  entrunoe.     Tbe  raugus  iflB 
building  on  tbe  interior  of  (he  quaJrenyic  are  tlii<«  sU>ric«  tiig^ll 
faiviug  the  |ii£Uire  gallet)'    in  tlie   upper  diviuoo.     Tb«  t«y  v 
oraamcnttd  by  an  eubatUuil  parapet,  villi  jaggid  piunule*  aft 
equal   iJislanccK.      Tbe    ivl>ole    would    be    a    fine    apeciniui    tt 
Gothic  sublimity,  if  tlie  faut(«lical  spirit  of  tlie  pmod  had  not 
le4  Oie  builder  to  place  on  tlie  interior  face  of  tbat  nobU  lo««ff 
which  aurmounte  the  gate  of  eiilraucc,  coupkt8  of  columns,  wfatcli 
reach,  in  due  succession,  from  base  to  pinnacle,  expresiaive  of  ll 
£ve  ckwic  orders.     In  tlie  Corinthian  compartment  is  introdu 
a  statue  of  Juinea  I.  on  hie  throne,  holding  /im  ^ooit  towards  I 
Figure  of  Fainc,  whn  is  represented  in  the  act  of  sounding  fa 
trunipel !  Over  the  royal  statue  arc  figures  emblematic  of  Juatk 
Peace,  and  Plenty. 

Ill  tlieec  public  Echonls  llie  profeasors  read  lectures  in  the  «• 
veral  sciences,  and  the  acliolars  aru  enjoined  by  the  Votv«nt^ 
Htatutea  to  perform  here  the  exerciiies  requisite  for  their  de- 
grcci.  There  are  three  roasteis  of  the  schoola,  one  of  whom  is 
nominated  iu  couvocatioD  by  llic  v  ice -chance  I  lor,  and  one  by  each 
of  the  proclora.  No  master  cau  hold  the  office  for  more  than  tvo 
Buccessive  years.  yd 

The  Bodleian,  or  pMic  Librury,  comprises  three  extenal^H 
rooms,  diipofcd  in  tht  form  of  the  Romaji  H.  Thia  most  noH»j" 
inatitutiou  was  founded  by  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  who 
presented  m»ny  works  finely  written  on  vellum,  and  richly  itltimi- 
nated.  The  visitora,  acting  by  authority  of  Edward  VI.  stripped 
the  library  of  Ihi'se  vuluabk-  books,  and  only  one  has  been  pre- 
served ajj  a  ^peulnleu  of  llic  coIltcLion.     Tliis  in  a  uuinuscript,  iu 


Mm 


ffiitt,  9i  Valeriiw  Masimni,  ele^aiitiy  d^coraftfd.      The  Ubrnr 

twwinejl  Uhi#  vnAiruighod,  ami  io  anlire  neglect^  UU  Sir  Thom%p 

Bodley,  ift  ikkK  year  iM7,  effected  ita  retioratton,  with  Aobla 

I0b1  aad  iinlmiiided  geBcroaiiy.    Tliia  iUiiatrioas  friend  of  iitora^ 

tuct  wif  tern  10  Exeier^  aiMl  reoeived  the  rudineoU  of  ednoa^ 

lifii  j«  CkaeTa,  whitlier  iua  family  retired  to  afoid  the  fena* 

eatiiig  lawper  of  Qaeea  Mary 'a  reign.     He  returned  to  Eiig)aa4 

im  1656,  aad  entered  of  Magdalen  College^  Oxfiord.     He  waa 

aftervaiida  admitted  a  fellow  of  Merton,  in  the  hall  of  which  col* 

kf^  he  read  a  Greek  Lecture.     At  a  sabaequent  period  he  waa 

elected  one  of  the  proctors^  and  was,  for  some  time,  public  orator  of 

|ha  Uniferaity.    Hia  talenta  were  adapted  to  the  moat  apaciona 

tbeatve  of  actton  :  in  1676,  be  visited  the  continent,  and  attained 

aa  ^oonpetent  a  knowledge  of  the  politics  of  foreign  courts  thai 

he  was  employed   in  various  embassies  by  Queen   Elizabetlh 

9aiie  diagnst,  however,  arose ;  and,  in  1597,  he  retired  from  pub* 

iic  life,     it  waa  in  the  first  year  of  his  leisure  that  he  commeuced 

tiba  inestimable  task  of  restoring  the  public  library.     His  firat 

benefaction  consisted  of  books,  chiefly  purchased  on  the  conti- 

■eot,  to  the  value  of  10,0001.     He,  likewise,  stimulated  others  ta 

fantribution,  and  the  increase  was  shortly  so  considerable,  that 

the  original  room  waa  no  lonc^er  sufficiently  capacious.     He  then 

aoaimenced  an  augpmentalioii  of  the  building,  and  his  liberality 

aras  so  great,  and  his  example  productive  of  so  much  emuhitiva 

bene&ction,  that  the  University  was  enabled  to  extend  the  design, 

and  to  •construct  the  present  quadrangle,  uniting  apartmenta  for 

the  schools  with  a  noble  receptacle  for  the  books  dedicated  ta 

public  use.     It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Bodley  did  not  live  ta 

aae  the  whole  completed.     He  died  January  28,  1612,  and  was 

interred,  with  great  pomp,  in  the  chapel  of  Merton  College. 

Sir  Thomas  Bodley  drew  up  statutes  for  the  regulation  of  tba 
library,  and  left  an  estate  for  the  provisiib  of  officers,  and  other 
uaes  of  the  building.  The  library  was  openad  to  the  public  in 
1602 ;  and,  since  that  period,  the  angmentations  have  been  so  con- 
siderable, that  it  probably  now  contains  the  roost  valuable  collec- 
tion 
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tion  in  Europe.  The  contributors  are  so  nnnieroaa,  and  so  liigfi 
in  consequence,  that  it  is  scarcely  possible,  in  a  genernl  work, 
to  convey  an  idea  of  Ibe  literary  treasures  bere  ropoaited.  We 
must  be  contented  with  observinc:,  that  amoug  those  who  hare 
presented  collections  of  boolce  and  manuscripts,  are,  Robert  De- 
Terfux,  Earl  or  Essex;  Tbomas  Sackville,  Lord  BuckburKt; 
Lord  Sidney  of  Pensburst ;  Georg'e  Carey  ;  lAird  llunsdon  ;  Sir 
John  Fortcscne  ;  Alexander  Nowell,  Dean  of  Si.  Paul's ;  Mr. 
Selden;  Archbishop  Laud;  Sir  Kenelm  Digby;  Dr.  BaHow ; 
Dr.  Rawlinson  ;  Dr.  Tanner ;  T.  Heame ;  Mr.  Godwin,  and  Mr. 
Coufh  *. 

Several  catalogues,  lioth  of  the  printed  books  and  maiiuBcripta, 
have  been  published  f  ;  and  there  are  some  MS.  udditions  kept  is 
the  libraiy;  but  the  increase  of  works  is  so  great  that  neither  of 
these  is  ofa  satisfactory  nature. 

According  to  the  Btatotes  formed  by  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  the 
librarian,  is  to  lie  a  graduate,  "  unmarried,  and  without  cure 
of  souls,  and  to  be  allowed  deputies,  or  Bssistants."  Several  men 
of  conspicuous  learning  have  filled  the  oflicc  of  principal  librarian. 
SincK  the  yi^ar  17K),  an  annual  sum,  of  not  less  thau  4001.  has 
been  olitaincd  for  the  purchase  of  additionol  books,  by  a  trifling 
increase  of  the  innlriculatinn  fees,  and  by  an  equally  moderate 
coutribution  from  such  members  of  the  University  as  use  the 
library.  A  small  sum  is,  likewise,  contribnted  nn  taking  a  first 
degree.  An  annual  speech  in  praise  of  Sir  Thomas  Bodley, 
founded  in  I6»l,  by  Dr.  Morris,  Canon  of  Christ  Churck,  Is 
delivered  when  the  vice-chancellor,  the  proctors,  &c.  perfom  ft 
visitation  of  the  library,  in  obedience  to  the  statutes. 

The  Picture  Gallery  oecupics  the  upper  range, of  three  sides 
«r  the  quadrani^te.  The  ceiling  is  of  oak,  divided  into  small  sijuan 
fiompartments,  in  each  of  which  are  painted  the  University  arms. 
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Vti  on  ft  ahield  at  eacli  angle  of  the  square  those  ' 
Nekrii?  in  the  centre  of  the  gallery  in  a  statun  i 
Bffinr,  of  Williain.  Earl  of  Pembroke,  chancellor  i 
■Ky.     The  gallery  contains  portraits  of  all  the  I 
Itges",  and  of  numeraus  celebrated  persons  other 
with  the  University,  or  deserving  of  admiration  as  b 
■Ides  other  interesting  pieces.      Ainoiig  the  portntila 
of  SirT.  Bodley,  an  original  by  Corneliua  Jansen;  A 
Sheldon ;    Sir   Henry    Savile ;    Sir  Kcnelm  Dighy,  t 
proportions  of  person  were  justly  cxpresBiTc  ofhia  men 
city;  Grolius;  Casaulioti;    Sir  T.    More;    Selden  ;  Bu 
poet,  by  Lely ;  Prior  by  Richardson;  Locke  by  Gibso< 
curiouB  picture  of  Lord  Burleigh,  in  his  ParUampnl 
nding  on  a  mule.     There  are,  likewise,  copies  of  the 
wtd  a  fine  copy,  supposed  by  Julio  ltoniano,f  from  Rapba 
lirated  school  of  Albens,  in  the  Vatican.     Some  casea  oi 
ftnd  man  use  rip  In,  forming:  a  continuation  of  the  Bodleian, 
>  part  of  this  e\temiive  i^allcry. 

In  the  logic  and  moral  philosophy  school  is  preserved 
lion  of  statues,  marbles,  aud  buats,  comprising  13d  artl 
stilled  to  the  lioiversily  liy  tlic  Coutitts«  DowaLjer  of  Pomlrel,  m 
17fiil ;  and,  in  an  apartment  on  the  north  side  of  the  scI^Ib,  are 
ranged  theJruudelian  Marbles.  This  atitiquarian  treasure,  whicb 
nay  be  said  to  form  tbe  most  authentic  History  of  Greece,  wu  ooU 
leeted  by. Thomas  Howard, Earl  of  Amndcl,  and  given  to  the  UnU 
Tersitj  by  his  grandson,  Henry,  Duke  of  Norfolk.  The  noble  ooU 
ledor  was  one  of  the  most  accomplished  scholars  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  Disgusted  with  the  prevailing  politics,  he  de- 
voted his  time  to  literature  and  the  arts.  Anxious  to  introdvcft 
the  elegance  of  the  ancients  to  his  native  country,  he  sent  Sir 
William  Pptty  to  Asia,  in  quest  of  monnments.  By  Petty  the 
chief  parts  of  the  present  collection  were  purchased  of  a  Tiirii, 

who 

*  Maoj  of  tiiett  politaiU  ire  iiniginarj.    Tbe  whole  were  painled  bj 

T  Julia  (or  CuUa)  B«maDo  died  in  iH6.   Thii  copy  certaiul;  appear)  more 
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who  Imu]  Ukcn  tiiem  from  an  ageui  of  Ibe  famoiuiPeureriu  WKm 
the  Eari  retined  to  iUly,  in  1641,  tiie  monumeiils  |H»ourei  willi 
«o  much  cflbrt  wero  left  aft  bis  London  readeace,  Anindei  Hoow 
in  the  «S(raud,  and  many  of  tbem  were  atolen,  and  others  wem 
cut  up  by  masons,  and  worked  into  houses  i  *  When  Heiuy, 
Stake  of  Norfolk,  pulled  down  Aniadci  House,  he  presented,  at  the 
instigation  of  John  Evelyn,  Esq.  of  BalHol  College,  the  reaudiip 
der,  about  130  in  number,  to  the  Uiuversity  of  Oxford.  The  col* 
lection  made  by  fielden,  and  that  of  Sir  Cleorge  Wheeler  (clueAjr 
lormed  by  himself  at  Athens)  together  with  many  curious  reUe^ 
purchased  by  the  Uuivcivity  of  merchants  who  brought  them  over, 
have  since  been  added  i*. 

The  Theatre  was  one  of  the  first  works  of  Sir  Christopher 
Wren,  and  was  built  at  tiie  entire  espeusc  of  Archbishop  Sbel* 
doD,  who  likewise  gave  the  sum  of  20001.  for  tiie  purpose  of  re* 
|ftairs.  The  foundation-stone  was  laid  iu  1664,  aud  the  building  was 
completed  in  about  five  years.  The  ground  plan  is  that  of  tho 
tlieatre  of  Marcelliis  at  Rome.  It  is  evident  that  the  architect 
very  properly  laboured  for  interior  accommodation,  rather  than 
outward  efiect  He  has  attaiued  bis  chief  object  with  peculiar 
felicity ;  and,  in  tlie  supplementary  particular  of  exterior  adorn- 
ment, h§  has  scarcely  been  less  successful.  The  side  opposite 
to  the  divinity  school  is  a  fine  elevation,  embellished  with  Co* 
riuthian  columns,  and  the  statues,  iu  niches,  of  Archbisliop  Shel* 
don,  and  Uie  Duke  of  Ormond,  chancellor,  executed  by  Sir  Henry 
Cheerc.  The  interior  is  so  judiciously  arranged,  that,  although 
the  dimensions  appear  to  be  insufficient  for  that  purpose,  it  is 
calculated  to  contain  nearly  four  thousand  persons.  The  roof  is 
eighty  ftct  by  seventy,  and  rests  entirely  on  the  side  walls  %, 

The 

*  Cough's  Briliih  Topography^  &c. 

f  The  5itatue!>  bcloi^ging  to  the  Pooifrct  Collection,  and  ihc  most  iatcresling 
relics  collected  b^-  Sir  George  Wheeler,  &c.  hare  been  engraved  by  Millar,  ut 
the  expeme  of  ilie  UniTersity,  in  the  **  Marmora  Oxoniensia/' 

t  Tlie  ol<l  roof,  once  so  much  admired,  was  found,  in  1800,  to  be  iu  danger 
of  falling.  The  presont  roof  wa^  then  constructed,  nearly'  on  the  original 
plan. 
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The  ccilinjj^  is  elaborately  painted  by  Strcater,  and  an  eqn&Uy 
elaborate  inscription  of  it  may  be  aeeu  iu  Plot'a  Natural  History. 
In  allusion  to  the  uucient  theatres  of  Greece  and  Rome,  which  vera 
too  extensive  to  admit  of  a  permanent  roofing,  the  painter  has  in- 
troduced an  intersected  cord-ifioatding,  affecting  to  sapport  a 
apread  of  colonred  drapery,  which  Genti  are  '*  fiirling  ap/'  to 
■aka  way  for  the  descent  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  to  whom  tmtk 
approaches,  a  guest  desired  by  them  all.  Various  other  Genii 
proclaim  tlie  triumph  of  this  festival,  and  dnve  envy,  rapine,  and 
hrufality,  the  great  enemies  of  art  and  science,  from  the  happy 
assemblage.  Besides  this  pictorial  labour  three  portraits  omameat 
this  place  ;  those  of  Archbitihop  Sheldou,  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
aad  Sir  Christopher  Wreu. 

In  the  theatre  arc  held  the  acts  termed  the  Eucopnia  and 
Comilia,  and  Lord  Crewe's  annual  commemoration  of  bcnofactors. 
Before  the  Clarendon  Press  was  established,  some  rooms  oon- 
B^eted  with  the  theatre  were  used  for  printing  ;  a  circumstance 
which  accoants  for  the  frequent  representation  of  tliis  buildiag- 
m  the  title  page  of  books,  printed  at  Oxford,  towards  the  close 
of  the  aeventeenth  century.  The  care  of  the  struetare  is  re- 
posed ia  two  persons,  termed  cunitors.  who  are  elected  by  con- 
vocation. 

Tke  Clarendon  Printing  llovse  was  built  in  tin-  year  1711, 
with  the  profits  arising  fruni  I^rd  Ciarciidou's  History  of  the  Re- 
bellion, which  work  was  presented  to  the  t-ii'nersity  by  the  son 
of  the  noble  author.  It  is  a  massy  edifice,  t^\o  stories  high,  and 
115  feet  iu  length.  In  front  is  a  Doric  portico.  ii;e  columns  of 
which  reach  to  the  height  of  the  second  stur\ .  On  the  opposite 
side  ia  a  range  of  three  quarter  ccduituis  ;  and  a  Doric  entablature 
ornaments  the  whole  of  the  building.  On  the  toj»  are  casts  in 
lead  of  the  nine  Muses  ;  over  the  south  entrance  is  |)lac((l  a  good 
stattte  of  Lord  Clarendon.  Vauinirgh  was  the  architect  em- 
ployed in  this  building.  Besides  the  rooms  used  for  printing; 
there  is  a  lurj'e  apartment  iu  ^hieh  the  he;ulK  of  houses  hold 

nieeliu^s. 
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meetings.     The  business  of  the  printing  House  is  stiperiatcndej 
by  persons  termed  delegates  of  tlie  press,  who  Bfc  appointe 
the  vice-cliancellor  and  the  praetors'*. 

The  Radcliff'e  Library  is  situated  in  an  urea  in  some  si 
favourable  to  architectural  eSiirt,  siriee  all  ohjetis  of  u  mea 
uiipleasing  charaeler  are  e\eluded  from  view.     Tlie  four  e 
ere  occupied  by  St.  Mary's  Church,  a  part  of  All  Soul's  Collet 
the  sdiuols,  and  the  great  front  of  Brosen-nose  Colle^^. 
library  was  founded  by  tbc  eccentric,    but  skilful  and  I 
lent  physician.  Or.  Rodclifie,  who  bequeathed  the  sum  cir40,0l 
for  ill  ereetjou,  and  likewise  kit  ld(Il.  per  annum  for  a  I 
and  1001.  per  annum  fur  tbc  purchase  of  books,      Gibhs  waa  t 
architect  appointed ;  by   vlium  the  buildini;  was  begun  io  1737^ 
and  completed  in  1749. 

The  rustic  basement  of  the  edifice,  100  feel  in  diameter, 
the  form  of  a  double  octagon,  or  siKleeu  ti<|UDrc,  seven  of  wbia 
squares  are  ornamented  with  a  pediment,  and  worked  into  gnU 
wa>E  leading  to  an  arcade,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  capadoi 
dome.     From  this  basement  proceeds  a  cylindrical  superBlruflij 
lure,  adorned  with  three  quarter  Corintliian  columnM,  rant;ed  i 
couplets.     Between   these  couplets  are  constructed  altemalelf  J 
windows  and  niches,  the  laller  surmounted  by  festoons  of  fnitt'l 
and  flowers.     Over  the  eotahlature  in  a.  balustrade,  finished  « 
vaacs  ou  the  piers  perpendicular  with  the  columns.     A 
•ixty  feet  high,  completf^  the  elevation. 

The  embellishments  of  the  interior  were  executed  by  the  fi 
uiists  which  the  a;;e  produced.     The  dome  is  wrought  into  o 
partments  of  beautiful  stucco;  and  between  the  windows  in  tl 
cylindric  part,   from  which   the  light  is    chiefly  obtained. 


'  Anici  dniw  Ibc  first  boak  primed  at  Oxfon),  14T8.  (ictc 
rulon  I  firu  woik,)  but  Dlhei  writers  ■iteil  tbit  Caraellu  piiuled  here,  ■ 
rsriy  ai  1-168,  Tlie  bo>iue»  of  printing  was  in  Ibe  bindi  ofper! 
ntclcd  Hilb  the  L'iiir«r>ity,  till  1671,  n hen  Bislmfi  Fell,  and  oilier  diititf 
luithed  ueubcri,  undertook  iht  managriiieiu  uf  a  rrgulur  Univcniif  p 
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highly-finished  tresses  of  flowers  and  fruit  Over  the  door  ia  « 
statae  of  Dr.  Radclifle,  by  Rysbrach,  and  one  of  the  gallery-en- 
trances is  ornamented  with  a  bust  of  the  architect. 

The  Radclifie  library  assuredly  ranks  among  the  most  splendid 
ornaments  of  the  University,  in  an  architectural  point  of  view  ; 
hut  the  superior  attractions  of  the  Bodleian  seem  likely  to  en- 
gross the  contributions  of  the  learned.  We  have  not  the  oppoiw 
tunity  ef  recording  any  important  ofiering  of  books,  except  thai 
made  by  Gibbs,  the  architect,  who  bequeathed  his  valuable  col- 
lection, and  the  whole  of  his  prints  and  drawings. 

Dr.  Radcliffe,  the  beneficent  founder  of  this  structure,  waa 
admitted  a  batteler  of  University  College,  in  I6t>«>,  and  was 
afterwards  made  senior  scholar.  No  fellowship  speedily  oc- 
curring, he  removed  to  Lincoln  College,  where  he  applied  to  the 
•study  of  physic,  and  took  his  doctor's  degree  in  1682.  He  prac- 
tised for  some  time  at  Oxford,  and  his  success  is  said  to  have  been 
equal  to  his  merit.  But,  anxious  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  ex- 
ertion, he  removed  to  London,  and  quickly  obtained  so  much  no* 
toriety  that  he  was  chosen  to  attend  the  royal  family  during  the 
reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne.  The  facility  with 
which  he  afterwards  amassed  a  considerable  fortune  may  be 
readily  apprehended.  Dr.  Radcliffe  had  no  family ;  and,  after 
providing  for  his  sisters  and  nephews,  he  dedicated  his  property 
to  the  uses  of  that  University  which  had  engrossed  his  early 
affections.  After  the  construction  of  the  library,  and  the  ful- 
£lment  of  his  other  benefactions,  a  large  surplus  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  trustees,  which  it  will  be  seen  from  an  ensuing 
page  they  have  applied  to  purposes  equally  dear  to  science  and  to 
feeling. 

The  Ashmolean  Museum  was  founded  in  the  year  1682,  for 
the  reception  of  rare  productions,  both  natural  and  artificial,  by 
Elias  Ashmole,  author  of  the  History  of  the  Garter ;  a  man  of 
universal  curiosity,  if  not  of  deep  general  learning.  The  build* 
ing  was  erected  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  at  the  expense  of  the 
University,  and  ia  conspicuously  well-adapted  to  the  use  for 

which 
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vbicli  it  was  designed  Tfa«  proportions  are  wfinirable,  aad  tb* 
•astern  enJ  is  nAomtd  with  a  fir>e  portico  uf  tlie  CoriatbiM  aid*, 
aud  with  erabkniBtical  devices  allusive  bi  the  tlrstinaUttii  irf l)M 
alruclure.  The  oriMuaeiitB  are  (TlinDdant,  yet  not  one  cooli  be 
fpared  williout  tujtrry  to  the  liuriDoay  of  the  trhole. 

The  cnrioiiltes  presented  by  AsUmotr,  and  whieh  tbe  Usirao- 
aity  deemed  eutitled  to  so  costly  a  receptacle,  coueialed  ckiely 
of  '.he  coUeetion  OTi|;inally  made  by  the  two  Tradoicaiita,  the 
celebrated  n-.iturali»l»  anil  pliytic  gardener*  of  South  Lambetfe. 
To  these  lie  added  coius,  modals,  and  namiacripta,  coUeMed 
ky  himself,  aiid  he  bequeathed  U>  tire  institution  tbe  whd*  of 
Ilia  library.  Large  additions  hare  bteii  made  at  varieua  perioda 
by  numerous  contrihutore,  pnrticolarly  by  Dr.  PI  it  and  Edi*ar4 
Uw>d  (the  first  keepers  of  the  Maacunt;]  by  Mr.  Borlsag,  tkv 
liieloriaa  of  Cornwall  j  and  by  Mr.  ReiiilioM  Foster.  Th«  tat- 
ter eoobributioo  cuiisiats  of  curious  articles  from  the  Saotli  Sea 
lalands.  Id  this  building  are  Irkewiae  preserved  the  books 
wliicb  formerly  belonged  to  Dr.  Lister,  and  tlic  manuscripts* 
of  Sir  William  Dugdale,  John  Anhroy,  and  Antony  Wood,  Tb«n 
■re  also  some  pa iu lings. 

The  AstronvmUal  Obtercelori/  is  an  elegant  bnildiDg,  n  ft 
calm  and  retired  liluation,  at  the  extremity  of  th«  north  sabHrh, 
The  Tery  appropriate  aile  of  this  election,  and  tbe  spaciavB 
ITouLida  attached,  were  presented  by  bis  Crace,  the  Uake  vf 
Harlhoroagh;  tlic  expense  ef  the  building,  (nearly  3U,WI0l.)  WIS 
defrayed  by  the  trustees  acting  under  tbe  will  of  Dr.  tiadelifflt. 
The  central  elevation  of  the  ebserratory  is  upwards  of  100  firel. 
The  third  story  consists  of  an  octangular  tower,  with  seulptin^ 
of  the  eight  winds  on  the  entablature,  and  a  pniidcroua  ear^H  ' 
■oloared  globe  at  the  tup,  sustained,  with  seeming  difficulty,  by 
Ivo  atraining  figures.    Tbe  building  ia  providail  wiA  s  library, 

a  tactsib 

*  The  wholg  of  Hit  MSS.  conlsined  in  ll>e  apiflni«nl>  btlooging  to  the 
Uutcuin  me  nol  ten,  in  numlier  lliiu  6(0,  llic  (icHler  pul  of  wlikb  lelaUs  Is 
KoDlith  llinerj  and  Aiiliquiii($. 
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^  m  kchire  room,  and  aa  extremely  valuable  net  uf  asttonamicol  ia- 
I  alruments. 

-  The  P/i  If  tic  Garden  is  an  acquisition  for  wliich  the  Uiiivenitf 

'■  it  iudebled  ti)  Henry  Unnvcrs,  Earl  of  Oaiiby,  who  procured  a 

o  of  tlie  eronnd  from  Magdalen  Collcg-p,  \a  ItiH.     Tlie  gor- 

■  are  opposite  to  Magjakn,  on  the  south,  and  cooiprise  about 

I  Cte  seres.     The  whole  premises  arc  encompassed  by  a  wall,  and 

rtte  •ntrancc  is  through  a  handsome  gateway,  ilesi^-'neil  by  Inigo 

I  JoDM,  and  executed  by  Nicholas  Stone,  senior.     Over  the  arch 

of  tlie  gBtewuy  is  a  bust  of  the  founder;   and  on  the  right  and 

left  are  sUtues  of  Charles  I.  and  II.  ■      Tlio  garden  Is  arran^ 

b  liMr  i|uartcra.  and  is  provided  with  i 

»  faot-hoasc.     The   plants,  &c 

It.     The  first  keeper  na.s  appointed  i 

■  atipead  of  forty  puunils.      In   (he  ycnr  '. 

had  likewise  hesluvci]  q  number  of  rare 

tiie  eiidawmpiit  uf  a  professor  in  bulany ;   and,  in  179.1,  his  pro- 

t  Majesty  (.-raciounty  founded  a  regius  professorsliip  in  the 


ui table  greenhouses, 
lully  numerous  and  eati- 
1  I66>J,  wilh  an  annual 
I7::8  Dr.  Sherurd,  who 
e  exotics,  left  SOOOI.  is 


St.  Mary't  Churvh  re 
i  •hnreh  in  which  llio  d 
\  Divine  Service,  except  ( 

I  are  appointed  to  be  pre 


:  lo  lie  noticed  in  this  place,  aathe 
.emhera  of  the  University  attend 
lie  parlirular  days  when  the  ser- 
rheJ  at  St.  Peter's  in  the  East,  or 


D  wrtaiil  colleges.  The  public  preaehers  are  ten  in  number,  of 
whom  6ve  go  out  of  office  every  year.  St.  Mary'a  is  situate  on 
f  tlie  north  of  the  High  Street,  and  is  a  beautiful  Gothic  Etrucliire, 
f  Consisting  of  three  aisles,  and  a  spacious  chancel,  built,  nearly  as 
]•  it  DOW  appears,  in  1496,  The  toi>er  is  square,  with  two  ^rs- 
I  4nUA  buttresses  at  each  angle,  on  every  face  uf  wfaieli  is  a  statue 
Vol.  .\1I.  R  in 


■i  wu  pirlly  dEfiajpd  nUh  ■  fine  (311.)  f*'^ 
on  Laid  Clmeudon.  Wood,  wbu  l>  kniiwn 
)t  ioe,"  accuKd  tlic  di«ncello»  uf  bdtiety  ind 
giulian  WB1  riciliTil  ■!  Oifofd  hj  lliii  cliarge. 

t  Wond'i  buak  »■!  publicly  burned  in  the  ili«str«ysid,  and  he  wm  cen<lciKiiB4 

I   lobe  ejipellcd  u>  dislurijei  otlhc  |)eHce, 


'  Tbi!  Pipcnie  of  Iheic  >l 

[   by  Antony  Wood  fur  ■  lit 

•r  nenhpr  lo  hove  iijarrd  fiie 

^  Catra|iti>in.     Jhegrcatrtt  ii 
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in  a  cuinpi«fi  itichf.  Fiom  bchiiii!  these  spring  piDTMteIes,B 
proportioned,  and  richly  oniameuted.  A  taper  spire  surraonnta 
the  whole ;  the  entire  elevation  being  180  feet.  The  front  to- 
wards the  High  Slrrct  is  in  the  bent  style  of  Henry  Vll.'i  rei^  ; 
but  the  effect  has  been  much  injured  by  a  porch,  with  heavy 
Iwisted  columns,  erected  in  1637,  by  Dr.  Owen,  chaplain  to 
Archbishop  Laud*.  When  the  members  of  the  University  attead 
Divine  Service  in  tliia  churrh,  the  vice- chancellor  sits  on  a. 
throne  elevated  boine  lew  stept*  above  the  wesi  end  of  the  middle 
aisle.  The  two  proctors  Ldke  pla^e  a  littl''  b^ow;  the  ht»da  of 
liouaes  and  doctors  sit  on  either  band;  below  whom  are  ranged 
"the  noblemen 'Students.  The  Masters  of  arts  occupy  benchea  in 
Uie  area.  The  bacbelorii,  ami  under- graduates,  have  seats  in  con- 
tiguous galleries.  A  room  od  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  ia 
tned  as  the  common  taw-school,  and  here  the  vioertan  prafcaaor 
leads  lectures. 

I'he  city  a{  Oxford,  indailing  the  sobnrbs,  is  about  one  mile 
and  a  ijuarler  from  caiit  to  wesit,  and  is  nearly  of  the  same  extent 
from  north  to  south.  The  city,  properly  ho  called,  and  which  wan 
«MCompBssci)  by  a  wntl,  is  of  an  oblongform,  and  not  more  than 
two  miles  ill  rircum  Terence.  Although  wi  much  has  been  said  con- 
ocruing  the  probable  consequence  of  the  place  in  the  early  Bri- 
tish, and  succeeding  Roman  ages,  we  do  not  find  tliat  any  coins, 
or  relic«,  of  peculiar  inl«rest,  hsve  been  discovered.  The  existios 
features  of  the  city  aSitrd  a  more  satisliictoi'y  theme  thaa  coB- 
jectures  respecting  its  early  importance. 

There  are  two  princtpd  streets  in  Oxfon),  which  run  from  enat 

to  west,  and  from  nortU  to  aoulh.     The  first  of  these  loses  the 

name  of  High  Strcut  when  it  reaches   Qualrevoii,  or  Carfax 

Cburcii,  and  loses  also  its  expansive  width  and  splendour  of  col- 

'  legiftte  embellishment.     The  second  has  the  church  of  St.  Giles 


"  Ovrf  llic  porch  ii  a  ! 
«im4.  The  fjuistici  wrri 
cliapUin  lo  crFcl  (lili  iIbI 
•idEiof  bii  inipeBcbnicnl 


tue  of  Kir  Virgin,  with  the  infuil  Chriil  in  her 
u  much  Dlf«ndccl  by  ihe  archbishop  jufleriog  fait 
-e  that  tliej  made  ths  ciicanuluicet  sne  of  tbe  sK 
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k  commencemeDt  on  the  north,  and  is,  for  lome  disUnce,  of 
an  unuBUul  width  aad  most  pleasing  chsrecler.  It  contracta  into 
crowd  aiid  inelegance  before  it  reaches  Car&x ;  but  then  again 
Mtaina  au  airiDeas  of  vidth,  aud  gains  fresli  importunce  from  the 
reapectable  front  of  the  Town  Hal),  and  the  magnificent  falH-io  of 
Christ  Church.  Several  of  the  minor  streets,  vrhich  diverge  from 
theae  intersecting  waja,  remind  tbe  beholder  of  the  periods  \a 
which  the  limit  of  fortified  valla  compelled  the  inbabitants  to 
press  their  lenements  close  together,  even  though  epidemy  wna 
likely  to  be  the  consequence  of  their  want  of  room.  A  street 
of  fair  proportions,  howcvei',  runs  nearly  parallel  vitb  the  High 
Street  dd  the  north.  The  buildings  of  Oxford  possess  three 
distinctions  of  character.  The  ancient  houses  constructed  for 
the  use  of  traders  arc  built  in  an  irregular  and  incommo- 
dious manDCT,  and  are  formed  of  the  most  fragile  materials, 
thoDgh  loTKe  tjuarries  of  etone  were  close  at  hand.  The  man- 
aioDs  built  as  lodgings  for  students  before  a  residence  in  collega 
became  general,  or  as  abodes  of  the  gentiy  while  the  court  ncca- 
aionally  resorted  to  Oxford,  arc  still  frequent ;  and  these  are 
formed  of  atone,  and  designed  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  build- 
ings of  comparatively  recent  periods  are  numerous,  and  are  in- 
variably solid,  commodious,  and  eligible.  The  houses  most  de- 
sirabto  for  private  residence  are  situate  in  St  Giles's.  An  agree- 
aide  air  of  retirement  pervades  this  street'*,  and  many  of  the 
buildings  are  capacious  and  detach^'d. 

The  period  at  wlilch  Oxford  was  first  encompassed  by  a  wall 

cannot  be  ascertained ;  but  the  transcript  of  Domesday,  inserted 

in  a  former  page,  proves  that  the  city  possessed  such  a  mean  of 

defence  in  the  reigu  of  Edward  tlic  Confessor.     The  walls  were 

R  •%  mucli 

*  The  QBighbDuihoad  of  the  chvrch  d«dlcali!tl  lo  St.  Cilei  will  uiunil>  b« 
■|tt  mult  recluse  diilricl.  Si.  Gilet  aTuideil  nil  liigh  pUcci,  and'cnmrurled 
|hs  urrDnrfiil,  and  didcsTeurrd  to  lieni  tlie  licfc,  on  (lie  moil  ninole  >pol  ha 
cuuld  Rnd.  Hence  IbocUuKhcicclcd  in  lioaaaieflhit  taint  i>alw>;>  plic«d 
■I  tbe  citr* nily  of  a  hiwn.  or  eiijr- 
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I  Tfiach  damaged  by  King  Stephen,  wlieti  beUiil  oiege  to  Uie  city, 

-Hul  "cre  in  sa  ruinous  a  cauilitiou  in  (lie  time  of  Udiiy  UL 

,    that  tlie  kiqg  grBiittil  to  Ihc  mayor  uiiii  liurttevitcs,  "  for  ihe  help 

t  4rf  r^irtng  tbtir  itall,  as  tilsu  for  tlie  creator  •ecudly  »f  Um 

I  jeouDtry  liereabouL,  Ibat  onco  every  week,  for  tlir«e  ycara'  apace, 

I  ^^y  sltpuld  remT<:  u  lialfitenriy  of  vfcry  loaded  carl  UiaL  brought 

[  grares  to  seU  licre,  aud  of  any  cart  of  aiiuthcr  conutry  a  penny  ; 

t  flpd  gnuled  tliem  sumiaage;  tli&t  is,  cury  lioree  loaded  witk 

t  vares,  (except  busliea,  liay,  or  llic  lil^cj  a  farthing.     Aud,  alao, 

Ljift'very  liorKe  or  niare,  ox  or  cow,  brouglit  iitrt-  to  be  sold,  a 

|',||HU'pcony;  for  Uti  Hheep,  goats,  or  hogs,  a  penny."     The  «alU 

I  ^ere  again  repaired  in  Ibe  roign  of  Ricliard  II.  in  consequcni::^ 

[  -Itf  a  brief  from  the  king,  addressed  to  tlie  mayor  and  burge«Bet, 

I  jn  «hicb  lie  Mya,  "  lltaL  llio   wallii,  with  the   towrrs  thereof, 

nciently  kept  firm  and  wliole,  were  now  become  so  weak  and 

4iiiuouii,  and  also  tbe  diteh,  or  moat,  of  old  so  broad  atid  deep, 

#0  otopped  up,  that  if  his  enrniicn  in  France  tihould  iuvade  Eng- 

Jaiid  it  would  (lut  bis  pcc^on  to  grent  baurd.   tiulesa  a  qiiick 

b  i^medy  was  found  lo  repair  tiiem,"     The  expense  of  the  Kpara- 

\  .lion  was  defrayed  by  a  tux  levied  iiidiscrnuitiataly  on  sll  person*, 

I  jreligious  an  well  as  secular,  residing  within  the  city.     TUia  mna 

f  She  last  regular  repair  which  took  jiluce.     When  the  city  Dsa 

[  jut  in  a  stale  of  defence  by    Chailes  1.  tempornry   fortificaliona 

^ere  constructed,  to  atone  for  tbe  chsbRiH  iu  the  ancient  line  of 

mural  embattlemeiita.      Tlio  w^l  was  lofly  and  raasaiTe,  with 

■towers,  or  torrety,  at  tbe  most  assnilsble  points;  and  wis,  in 

TMme   places,  conslrucled  on  archcH,      1'here  were,  originally, - 

^ve  grates,  bosides  posterns.     The  chief  of  llicse  bad  tvo  rauiMl 

towers  of  defence  on  each  side,  and  that  on  tbe  north,  callM) 

,Bocardo,  was  machiolaled.     Intbe  tranquil  eras  which  led  to  K 

Beglect  of  the  wutl  ax  a  fortified  bariier,  the  remaining  towera,  or 

■■lorreta,  were  tenanlfd  by  the  lower  order  of  citizens;  and.  In 

I '•onie  instances,  when  Ibey  approximated  to  halls  of  study,  were 

■^cd  as  lodgings  for  scholars.     The  principal  jiaria  of  the  wall 
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•till  rcmainiDg  are  attached  to  Merlon  aud  New  Colleger.  Vari- 
OOB  Iraces  of  tlio  lines  of  torlificalion  dra«n  by  L'tiarlea  1.  ate  dia- 
covemble  in  neveral  diHtrJcta. 

The  city  oC  OxforU  is  di>ided  luta  funr  warda,  and  Mnsists, 
nilh  its  Buburbs,  of  fourteen  parishes: — All  Saiute.CaAx,  or  St, 
Mutin'a.  St.  Cleraeul'*.  St.  Ebbs.  St.  Giles's,  Holywell.  St. 
Jobii'a.  St.  Mary  Mugilalen'u.  St.  Mary's.  St,  Michael's.  St. 
Pcltr'a  in  the  East  St.  Peter'n  in  the  Bailey.  St.  Aldate's, 
»t  St  Old's,  and  St.  Thomas's. 

Tlie  Churdi  of  St.  Mary's  haa  beeo  already  notiead.  That 
dedicated  to  "  All  Sikiiits"  is,  likewise,  situated  in  the  High 
Street,  but  is  a  structure  nf  a  very  difl^cnt  character.  The 
church,  which  had  fornany  ages  occupied  this  site,  felt  down  in 
J699,  and  the  present  edifice  was  speedily  erected,  onder  th« 
EuiJiog  talent  of  Dr,  Ablrich,  Dean  of  Christ  C'hnrch,  whose  ar- 
obilectnral  taste  was  so  creditably  displayed  in  the  buildings  of 
Pockwater  S(|U3rc.  This  cburch  is  a  fine  building,  in  the  style 
«f  8a«rod  arclLitoclure  which  Sir  Christopher  Wr«n  assisted  iu 
rciidt^ng  popular.  There  are  two  ranges  of  windows,  with  du< 
pbcated  Coriiilliiau  pilasters  between  those  of  the  lower  tier,  and 
ft  atooe  balustrade  at  the  top.  The  tower  is  rustic,  and  supports 
a  Innret  cucircleil  by  Coriiithian  pillars,  from  which  proceeds  a 
liandsonic  spire.  The  interior  is  stvenly-two  feet  long,  foity-lwO 
wid«,  and  ^y  high,  and  compriiies  a  nave,  rhanccl,  and  two 
aisles,  There  ia  no  pillar  within  the  walls,  but  pilasters  of  the 
.  CortDtbiao  order  are  plentifully  introduced.  Under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Aldriuh  the  ceiling-  wus  ornamented  with  fretwork,  and 
with  double  rows  of  painted  arms  appertaining  tu  the  various  be- 
uebclora. 

SX,  Peter's  in  the  East  ia,  in  port,  an  interesting  specimen  of' 

BiAon  architecture,  and  is  believed  to  have  heen  originally  built 

by  St.  Grimbald,  one  of  the  tirsi  professors  under  the  patronage 

of  the  great  Alfred.     The  building  is  compaied  of  freestone*, 

R  3  ana 

*  ll  !i  laid  that  a  builttiii;  >)f  none  wh  so  entire  a  noieli j  in  the  ncij 
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and  has  a  nave  and  side  aisle,  with  a  cbancel,  abutting  on  «!iicl 
is  another  aisle  tlial  exteutis  to  the  oorth.     Tlie  length,  exclw 
81  ve  of  the  chancel,  is  about  seventy-six  feet,  and  tt 
two.     The  chancel  i*  thirty-nine  feet  in  length.    At  tlic  west 
is  a  square  tower,  having  on  each  side  a  am  all  giointed  wind 
not  glazed.     The  part  tuwnrda  the  east  is  the  only  remain  of 
Saxon  fubric.     The  other  divisioni  are  evidently  of  a.  more 
cent  date,  and  are  supposed  by  Hearne  to  have  been  rebuilt 
the  reign  of  Henry  V.     In  the  centre  of  the  eastern  end 
pediment,  and  at  each  corner  ia  a  turret,  rounded  towards  the  top, 
and  capped  with  a  ooiiical  roofing  of  stone-work.      The  chief 
window  is  pointed,  aod  more  modern  than  the  wall  iu  which  it 
is  inserted  ;  hot,  on  the  Miuth,   are  a  window  and  several   small 
pillars  and  mouldings, completely  Saxon.  On  the  other  side,  lilce- 
wise,  may  be  seen  part  ofa  lar^e  Snxon  window,  the  greater  pn»^ 
portion  of  which  ia  hidden  by  n  tasteless  mass  of  stone  and 
tar  appropriated  to  the  asen  of  a  vestry  room. 

The  chancel  contains  two  line  cluster!  of  Saxon  colnmns,  and 
a  window  untouched  by  the  hand  of  innovation,  on  one  side  of 
which  is  z  plain  pillar,  and  on  the  other  a  pillar  carved  to  the 
height  of  Saxon  taste.  The  window  obscured  on  the  outer 
liere  displaya  iti  origioal  form,  and  has  a  plain  pillar  oa  ei 
aide. 

The  furniture  of  the  church  docs  nnt  possess  any  claim 
inagnificcnce.     The  foot  is  embowered  in  a  representaticn  of 
forbidden  tree,  supported  by  two  uuattired  figures,  intended  fi 
Adam  and  Eve,    In  »  window  on  thenorUiis  a  iancifol  symbol 
the  Trinity. 

Beneath  the  chancel  is  a  crypt  in  excellent  prcservatioti, 
arches  of  which  are  supported  by  fotir  ranges  of  short  Saxon  plUara. 
In  a  vanit  under  this  chancel  St,  Grimhald  intended  hi 
to  be  plafied;  but,  vhen  the  dispute  arose  between  himself 
the  Bcfaolaru,  be  indignantly  removed  his  monnmental  preparatii 
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tn  'Wmcltester.     Under  a  Gtoiic  Jti  tlie  clinrdiyaril  lie«  Tlioinas 
Hearae.     The  humble  tnemorial  which  markti  the  grave  of 
bborious  antiquary  was  pionsly  repaired  id  1704,  by  Dr.  Raw- 

St,  Peter's  wu  originally  the  University  chur«h,  and  the  vii 
ebancplior,  heada  of  baaGea,  fcc.  Etill  attend  service  here  In  UlB' 
afternoon  of  tlic  SuuilayB  in  Lent  f. 

The  other  parochial  churches  of  Oxfoid  have  little  claim  ta 
BMbitectural  beauty,  and  have  no  atteiidajit  eircoinstaitceii  of  pe- 
culiar iiitereit  Carfax,  or  St.  Murtiu's,  is  descended  hy  aeveral 
steps,  and  is  composed  of  a  nave,  two  narrow  aisles,  aud  a  cbau- 
cel.  Ovtrr  the  west  end  is  a  tower,  formerly  more  LaAy.  bnt 
ndueed  to  its  present  dimensions  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  in 
couBe^ei>ce  of  a  complaint  made  hy  the  scbolars  that  the  towns' 
men  wonld  retire  thitber  "  in  time  of  combat,"  and  annoy  them 
■itii  stones  and  arr-ona,  as  from  a  cmtle.  There  is  no  record  at 
the  foundation  of  this  church.  The  tutelar  saint  tras  Bishop  of 
Tourt,  and  Aifd  anno  399. 

fit.  Clement's  is  a  small  church  in  thecastem  suburb,  consistiDg 
of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel.  Over  the  west  end  is  a  low  tower, 
capped  with  tiles. 

The  church  of  St.  Khbs  was  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Ebha, 
daughter  of  Elhelfrid,  Kin^  of  Northumberland,  who  died  in  603. 
The  budding  coutaiiis  a  nave,  north  aisle,  and  chancel. 

St.  Giles's  was  erected  in  the  tvelAb  century,  on  the  site,  oa 
tome  writers  anppose,  of  "  an  auctent  British  temple,"  and  con- 
tains a  nave,  chancel,  and  two  aisles.     The  south  aide  opens  roa 
cJupel,  founded  by  one  of  the  Filiwarrens  of  Walton,  and  dei!i- 
^^|tod  to  SU  Mary  the  Virgin.     At  the  weat  «nd  is  an  emhatlled 

^^K  K  4  HalyweU 

I  •  The  following  notice  of  Ilearnt"*  buiiml  accaif  in  llie  pimh  re|iflvi  :— 

Ttwmai  Horn,  of  Kdnund  lUll  (Sniptt^  'gTcgiu,)  June  Ifi.  1735. 

t  Tbc  fellows  orCoqiu)  Cliriili  CollrgB  STf  obliged  bj  Iheif  ilKlDIn  lo 
preach  a  Knwn  dniing  ihii  kimii,  eiibcr  in  llili  charcli,  oi  at  St,  PiuCt 
Crau.  btCoTt  lh(7  ar«  adDtlled  la  ll>i-  drgree  of  buhelor  in  diiinUy. 
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Uolywcll  U  a  chapel,  dedicated  la  titt  holy  ernf-s,  and 
Uininf  to  St.  Peter's  iu  the  EbbI.  This  chapel  consists  of  one 
atHlc  and  a  chancel,  togetUcr  wilh  an  allaclied  c.liiiiitry  ilolicaled 
to  tlie  Virgin  Mary,  The  structare  is  believed  tn  have  he«n 
(Tccted  bj-  Robert  de  OUg't,  the  Normnn  governor  of  Oxford,  ap- 
pointed  hy  the  Conqueror.  Dr.  Plot  conjectures  lliut  a  Homan 
road  crossed  the  Charwell,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  vhufch,  or 
chapel. 

^1.  John's  choTch  has  heen  noticed  in  our  account  of  Mertofl 
College.  St  Mary  Magdalen's  is  divided  into  a  nave,  two  aisles, 
and  a  cimucel.  On  the  south  is  a  chantry,  built  nrii.'innlly  by 
llut;h,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  1lt)4;  but  renewed  by  King  Ed- 
ward III.  and  dedicated  lo  the  Haly  Vir},-in,  whose  Ktatae  lbp> 
inrrly  sloiid  here  on  a  pedestal.  On  the  north  side  iB  another 
chantry,  suppoeed  lo  ha^e  been  built  by  Dervorgille,  the  foundress 
of  Bnliiol  College.  Over  the  west  end  of  the  church  ri»es  an  «m* 
Imllle'l  tower. 

St.  Michael's  originally  belonged  lo  the  canons  of  St.  Pridea- 
wiile,  and  was  united  to  AD  Saint's  Church  by  the  Bishop  of 
Iiiueoln,  io  i  429,  when  lie  made  that  edifice  collegiate.  It  is  now 
a  curacy,  incorporated  into  one  collegiate  church  with  the  CoU 
lege  of  Lincoln.  The  tower  of  St.  Michael's  is  v«-y  ancient* 
M\A  appears  to  be  rapidly  sinking  under  the  influence  of  tin«L 
The  other  parts  of  the  church  have  been  more  recently  coD- 
atructod.     The  building  is  composed  of  a  nave,  chancel,  and  two 

On  the  site  of  St.  Peter's  in  the  Bailey  stood  a  very  ancient 
slroclure,  which  fell  down  in  1726.  The  present  church  wM 
opened  in  t lie  year  1740,  and  is  a  respectable  stoue  building. 
The  nave  is  spacious,  and  has  an  aisle  on  each  side.  A  gallery 
fasi  been  addtd  by  the  benefHctiun  ofDHoiel  Flexney,  a  carpenter, 
iind  the  intirnul  decorations  are  of  a  suilohle  and  uoassuming 
rhuracter. 

St.  Aldalc's  '  is  often,  bj  a  strange  perversion  of  ternis. 


I 


til  a  Bnliiii  t 


!rversion  of  ternis,  cilletl  ^^| 
8..  ■ 

irihuntio;.  ^H 


8f».0Ut  /  The  &nA  cimrcli  ertvted  on  G^  wfiA  '«u  t 
fid  b  aapfObed  to  b«ve  been  conKtratted  by  the  Britons,  before 
lbs  en  of  Baxon  s*&j.  Tlie  edifice  was  aflfrvarifa  rffaimdeil, 
ud  wed-u  a  cloMtiir  tu  receive  peraoni  training  fur  the  priory 
«f  9L  FrUciwide  uod  Abingdon  Abbey.  Tbe  present  cbnreh  b 
•n  imgnlir  Kliuclure,  cumtioMil  ht  furiouH  periudii. 

Tbechircli  of  St.  Tbomis  «a»  founded  in  1141,  by  the  cMieiU 
«f  Ooney,  uid  was  fii-st  dediratril  to  Hi.  Nlcholiu,  bat  aTt^rward* 
McfiilrM)  it*  present  aii]>ellBtion  from  Thomos  t  fiecki't.  The 
kiiMiag  eonsista  of  one  aisle  and  a  chancel.  Over  the  weal  end 
M  a>  embatUed  tower. 

'  Tho  city  of  Oxford  is  well  paved,  and  very  considerable  Im^ 
frwoiBwtt  bavc  been  effected  in  varioos  parts,  in  consequence 
•f  %n  Act  t^  E'^rliament  obtained  in  1 771 .  Magdalen  Bridge,  tt 
4lMrt  wrer  vliicb  the  town  is  entered  from  the  east,  is  an  eUgnnt 
alWB  VlUdiug,  5/i6  feet  in  length,  built  in  I77it.  at  llie  expense 
'9f  ti$ht  tbouiiand  pouiidB.  The  bridge  over  the  Wis  in  (his 
■Mtuv  uikirb  consitits  of  three  substantial  arches ;  and,  gn  the 
M4tl|/.iftl|H)ther  bridge  over  the  uinie  river,  on  which  stnod,  till 
itUlj,  »  'lefty  tower,  popularly  termed  I'riar  Bacon's  Stddy. 
Thia  «u  ctidetitly  desig«M'far  ■  w«tdi-t««ef;'Ud'»"i«|^fMlk 
tp  have  Umi  bwU  in  tliO  nfgn of  8teplM«.^It  It,  boWeVtr.'^M- 
boble.  that,  Bmob  «M  frafscnt^  io  Ik*  Ubit  of  uendh^  «b 
VoiMTttUi  detatio^  far  the-  yuywii  tif  lAtiig  «rtrtfiw«i<JW- 
marks,  ..ii.im 

The  IViM  and  Comtif  Hmll  u  «  sfiaeiou  stone  faiiUiMgi^M 
a  range'  of  rasUe  work  ia  the  lowar  divitioH of  Oe ftM^  'wM't 
podineiit  «TCr  tbe  ceMre.  The  whole  ipue  'bemBtfa  tii«''hiS 
id  as  opop  ^orridon.'  Amsned  lo'  the  chief  put  of  lbeiWit> . 
IPg  v«  fuiou  noma  'fw'lhd  mo  «f  the  eorpotmtioii,  dkd^ Wtfe 
«•«•  of  the  tawOiokrk.  &e.  TkieedifiM  waa  eompMad  ht'Wtk, 
priDDipallj  at  the  mpease  of  Tbonu  Rowwy,  Esq.  lalirraflM- 
Mibtiw  in  Pariiamdrtj  and  hig*  itetfard  of  the  oily.  KtJit'tf 
lbs  fooma  are  preaened  sons  good  portruth 
U  Holywell  Street  if  a  haadMM  atow  edifio^  tonMdtWJTwfe 
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ThisbmldJDg  is  not  very  large,  but  contaiii 


room. 

with  rons  of  seals  for  the  auditory,  rising  gradually  froro  ttrt 

fioor.     The  front  is  pUin,  but  well  proportiooed  ;  atjJ  tlic 

structure  Joes  credit  to  Dr.  Campiin,  (sDinetimc  viee-prim 

of  St.  Edmund  HaMJ  from  whose  desigu 

room  was  built  by  subscription,  aud  was  opeocd  iit  [746;  but  tl 

fiuancea  are  far  from  being  in  a  dounshiug  conditiou. 


The  RadcHffc  Infirmary  is  a  large  and  respectable  atoae  bui(&>3 
ing,  well  suited  to  its  purpose,  and  calculated  to  bold  a  considflrai- 
ble  number  of  patients.     Never  could  money  be  more  properly  Bp> 
plied  than  that  appropriatetl  by  the  trustees  acting  under  the  will 
«f  Dr.  Badclifle,  to  tbe  foundation  of  this  charitable  pile.     By  ri 
disposing  of  a  part  of  the  great  residue  in  tlieir  hands  they  i 
once  aided  the  cause  of  humBiiity,  advanced  the  dissemination  4 
useful  knowledge,  and  enUiled  a  blessing  on  the  memory  of  tl 
generous  physician,  whose  purse,  during  life,  was  never  close 
when  poverty  was  seeti  lo  corrode  the  pangs  of  aicLni 
trustees  entirely  built  and  furnished  the  infirmary  *;  th 
expenses  are  defrayed  by  voluntary  contributions.     A  subscri^ 
tion  of  31.  39,  per  annum,  or  a  contribotion  of  thirty  guineas,  or'* 
more,  at  one  lime,  entitles  a  person  lo  the  rank  of  governor.     In 
tbe  year  1811,  tbe  number  of  patients  who  received  assbtonee 
was  613,  of  which  seventy-four  were  accidents,  admitted  wilhM 
recnnimendation. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  south-west  of  the  infirmary  iax 
bouse  of  industry,  built  to  receive  tbe  poor  of  eleven  pariahea. 

Besides  this  building,  and  the  Radcliffe,  or  public  infirmafl 
the  following  are  tbe  most  important  charitable  institutions : 
the  extremity  of  the  eastern  suburb,  on  the  road  leading  I 
lleadington,  is  a  neat  and  commodious  range  of  alms-houses,  found- 
<d  by  Cutler  BoulKir,  Esq.  for  six  poor  single  men,  of  six  difiei- 
ent  counties,  in  which  the  donor  possessed  estates.     I 
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« tenement  and  ia  allowed   eight  BhiUin||;>  per  week,  trttfa 

y  to  work  if  willing  and  able. 

odite  to  Boulter'ti  alms-houBes  is  &  building  founded  for 

eight  poor  women,    by  Ihe    Rev.  Wiltiam  Stone.     Eitcb  alius- 

waman  receives  twelve  pounds  per  annum,  besides  the  place  of 

habitation,  nnd  some  other  advantageR. 

Tu  1659,  Jolin  Ni^on,  Esij,  furinerly   an  alderman  of  Oxford, 

rected  a  school  for  the  sons  of  freemen,  and  endowed  it  witli 

liirty  ponuds  annually  for  ever.     Tlie   builjling  which  is  small, 

but  itfli^  IB  aitnate  in  «  yard,  or  court,  adjacent  to  the  town- 

baU. 

The  University  supporta  a  school  for  fifty-four  boys,  termed 
i  C^y  Coat  Charity.     The  boys  are  provided  with  a  dress, 
e  pI&JDly  edncated,  &nd  placed  as  apprentices. 
A  school  for  about  forty  boys  is   maintained  by  contributions 
from  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  city.     Each  boy  is  clothed,  and 

Ifcas  ten  pounds  bestowed  on  him  as  an  apprentice  fee. 
The  ladies  of  Oxford  xupport  at  school  about  thirty  girls,  who 
•re  afterwards  cither  apprenticed,  or  carefully  placed  for  a  term 
in  domestic  servitude. 
The  Roman  Catholics,  the  Quakers,  the  Methodists,  and  the 
fiaptiiits,  have  e'ach  a  place  of  worship  in  Ihe  city  ;  but  it  does 
But  appear  that  Dissenters  from  the  established  church  are  very 
Bomerous,  either  in  Oxford  or  itn  immediate  vicinity. 
The  number  of  religious  houses  in  Oxford,  prior  to  the  Rc- 
fcrrafttion,  was  nineteen :  St.  Frideswida's,  St.  George's  College, 
Otney  Abbey,  Rew ley  Abbey,  St.  Bemard'b  College,  Canterbury 
College.  Durham  College,  Gloucester  Hall,  London  College,  St. 
Mary's  College,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  St.  John's  Hospi> 
t»l  Austin  I'riors,  Black  Friars,  Grey  Friars,  White  Friars, 
Crooched  Friars,  friars  de  Sacco,  Trinity  House.  We  have 
alre^y  observed  that  sever^it  of  these  religious  institutions  fell 
to  decay  before  the  geucrnl  Dissolution,  and  were  lost  in  colle- 
giate establtshmeuts.  Scarcely  any  of  the  buildings  npper- 
Uiaing  to  this  clasa  have  been  preserved,  except  small  portions 

of 
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flf  Qio«eat«r-VaU  i(|d  Dqrtmi  CoHetfe.  The  {imeiii  MbolMl? 
clnirch  is  likely  to  remain  for  ages^  an  inleroBtiiigf  ipeeiniea  of 
the  foiverinportanoe  of  the  priory  dediciited' to  St  FrideawUa. 
The  following  are  the  most  interesting  fragments  of  the  hoi 
dissolred  hy  Henry  YIII,  In  the  westerA  sohnrbs  aoe 
motiUted  relics  of  Rewley  Abbey;*  and,  on  the  aide  oppoaila 
to  New  Inn  Hall,  near  St  Peter's  in  the  Bailey,  is  a  gateway, 
fonaerly  attached  to  St  Mary's  College,t  the  building  in  Vhick 
Eraamns  studied  during  the  years  1497  and  1498. 

The  fMtlaee  of  Beaumont,  built  by  Henry  I.  and  finished  in 
1126,  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  city.  A  small  low  fragment, 
which  appears  to  have  formed  a  part  of  one  of  the  subordinate 
dif  iaions,  but  which  is  tecmcpd,  hy  vdlgar  tradilioii,  the  room  iu 
whioh  King  Richard  I.  was  born,  still  teihaina.  This  palaee  ivift 
giTon  to  the  Carmelite  Friars  by  Edward  II.  in  eonsequenee  of  m 
leligiouB  vow;  but  yas  occasionally  Visited  by  many  snooeiedtBg 
kings.  At  the  Dissolution  the  whole  was  pulled  down,  except 
the  hall,  the  materials  of  which  were  afterwards  used  by  Aith- 
^ishop  Laud  in  his  addition  to  St.  John's  College. 

The  town  and  county  Gaol  is  a  spacious  stone  building,  witk 
separate  lodgings  and  yards  of  exeroisei  for  the  debtors  and  felons. 
From  the  frequent  alterations  which  take  place,  it  would  app^ 
that  there  were  some  defects  of  judgment  in  the  origihal  design  ; 
but,  certainly,  much  move  architiectural  taeie  is  here  displayed 
than  is  usual  with  structures  devoted  to  a  similar  gloomy  purpose. 
The  buildiugs  are  arranged  in  imitation  of  Crothic  castellateA 
towers ;  and  the  principal  entrance  is  between  two  low  embattM 
lurrrts.  This  gaol  is  erected  on  the  site  of  the  castle  built  itif 
the  reign  of  William  I.  by  Robert  de  Oilgi^'aikd  which  contained; 
besides  the  customary  appendages  of  a  castle  of  government,  m 
church,  or  chapel,  and  accommodations  for  students.    The  Nor-' 

msBF 

*  Bewlry  Abbcj  was  Tounded  about  1280,  by  Edmund,  £«rl  of  Cornwall, 
ion  ol  Richard,  (second  son  of  King  Jolm,)  King  of  the  Romans. 

t  St.  Mark's  College  was  founded  i»  1433i  for  student  canons  of  the  order 
of  St.  Austin. 
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qMlle*  WM  bailt  with  prodigioHi  .ttrnglh,  «ad  aoeopiid  m 

lafge  extent  of  groand.    After  aurreBderiDg  to.  Kiag  SUphtli^ 

%fae  fortress  was  constituted  a  royal  ward*    The  dimgeons  of  Uie 

sucieiit  castle  were  first  granted,  as  prisons,  to  th^  Univefsity 

«U|d  th^  comity  at  large,  by  Henry  III.    The  whole  buildings 

"Wrere,  repaired,  and  put  in  a  posture  of  defence,  by  Cbarlea  h 

^  Thli  stately  towers,"  says  Pesiiall,  *'  were  standing  till  Colonel 

IWPldsby,  the  goternor's  time,  in  1G49,  when  the  castle  being 

designed  by.  the  Parliament  for  a  garrison  after  the  city  works 

^were  slighted  and  decayed,  tliey  were  all,  being  four  in  number, 

"^esid^  ,that  on  the  gate,  pulled  down,  and  bulwarks  ou  the 

moniit  erected  in  their  places ;  yet,  though  the  said  bulwarks^ 

irtth  other  edifice^,  were  above  a  year  finishing,  and  cost  naay 

hundred  pounds,  when  Charles  II.  came  from  Worcester  here» 

in  August,   165*2,  they  were,  in  four  days'  space,  quite  pulled 

4own  and  demolished."     The  only  remains  now  to  be  sec^  of 

S'Oilgi's  massive  structure,  are  the  mount,  a  crypt,  and  the  shell 

#f  one.  tower.     The  tower  is  square,  and  lighted  only  by  a  few 

loop  .holes.     A  narrow  stone  stair*case  winds  up  a  projecting 

turret  at  one  of  the  angles. 

;.  The  City  Bridewell  is  situated  in  an  extensive  area,  and  is  a- 
aubstautial  and  well-arranged  building,  finished  in  1789.  Before 
fliat  period^  the  offenders  wilhin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor 
of  Oxford  were  placed  in  a  prison  over  the  nortli-gate,  called 
Bocardo.  In  that  dreary  gaol  were  conlined  the  martyrs,  Cran* 
iner,  Ridley,  and  Latimer ;  and  thence  tliey  were  led  to  the 
mournful  triumph  of  the  stake.     Whtm  the  Bocardo  was  pulled 

down, 

•  Mr.  King,  in  his  "  Vestiges  of  Oxford  Castle/*  supposes  that  a  Saxon 
fistle  was  boilt  on  tliis  spot  long  before  the  Norman  inyasion.  He  chiefly 
tnppoits  his  opinion  by  observing,  that,  though  several  of  the  Saxon  niO'* 
narchs  are  known  to  have  held  their  court  at  Oxford,  there  is  nut  any  men- 
tion, in  the  survey  taken  by  order  of  the  Conqueror,  of  "  the  leinains  of 
any  other  palace,  or  place  of  royal  residence,  tirat  they  could  possibly  have 
dvrelt  in."  Mr.  King  likewise  observes,  that  soDie  Saxon  remains  have  baca 
discovered  by  digging  within  tjie  castle  area. 
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down,  in  consequence  of  Ihc  act  ol>tained  for  improving  il 
BIr.  Aldcnnitn  Fletcher,  whose  reverence  for  all  veBti);es,  con- 
nected villi  the  history  of  the  city  and  Univeraity,  has  often 
been  displayed,  procured  the  door  said  to  have  led  to  the  cell 
of  the  bishops'  confinement,  and  caused  il  to  be  preserved  in  the 
new  Bridewell.  It  is  plnccd  in  a  sDiall  room  which  forms  an  cn« 
btmce  to  the  prison.  The  massive  iron  hinges,  and  ponderous 
Itey,  cause  the  spectator  to  sliudder,  while  he  remembers  that 
Ihey  once  presented  au  impassable  barrier  to  talent,  pieiy,  anil 
old  age.* 

The  general  Market  is  e  commodious  range  of  buildings,  erected 
under  that  act  of  Parliament  which  lias  led  to  the  chief  recent  im- 
provements of  the  city,  and  was  opened  in  1774.  There  are  three 
divisions  for  the  diRerent  classes  of  purveyors  :  the  first,  ichich 
baa  three  approaches  from  the  north  side  of  the  High-street,  is 
occupied  entirely  by  butchers.  The  second  is  provided  with  stslU 
for  the  venders  of  poultry,  bacnu,  £cc.  and  the  third  partition  is 
allotted  tu  the  sale  of  vegetables  and  fruit.  An  arcade,  with 
ranges  of  shops,  proceeds  along  the  whole  of  the  outside;  atid 
the  interior  of  the  market  is  aired  by  three  avenues  across,  and 
one  up  the  ceutre.  Provisions,  excellent  in  their  respective 
Jiinds,  are  supplied  in  abundance.  By  royal  grant  to  the  Uni- 
versity, 
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^mrnbf,  the  viee-chanccUor  is  empowered  to  superintenJ  ta\A 
govern  the  nmrkets,  to  inspect  wciijhU  anil  measures,  to  pumBk 
CDrestallera,  retjraters,  &c.  For  the  exccntioti  of  these  prlvi* 
two  clerki  of  the  market  are  chosen  fioiii  tlie  Mastere  of 
anil  Bachelors  of  Divinity,  Law.  aii<)  Mediciuc 
Few  circunuttutices  of  local  improvemc-nt  can  more  slrong;Iy 
'k  the  increase  of  liberal  spirit  than  the  canstructiou  of  the 
market.  For  many  centuries  the  nutricet  people  assembled 
dilTereut  quarters  of  the  city,  and  exposed  their  articles  for 
wle  in  the  open  uir.  But,  nhile  the  venders  of  proviiiion  have 
been  collected  together  on  one  spot,  and  accommodated  with 
«tteniive  bnildin^'s,  it  seems  eurpriaing  that  the  farmers,  vho 
repair  to  so  nohlc  a  city,  should  aiiMcmhle  on  mBrket<days  in  the 
open  hig-hway.  Although  the  portico  beneath  the  town-hall  ap- 
pears well  calculated  to  receive  them,  they  con^epite,  in  tlie 
neighbourhood  of  Penny/w*  Bench*  at  Quatrevois,  in  derision 
of  all  iuclemency  of  weather.  Ailer  matin;r  this  observation,  it 
is  almost  snperfluoui  to  add  that  corn  is  sold  bi/  sample  in  Oxford 
market. 

Oxford  has  no  Btaple  manefactoTe;  and  the  city,  now,  as  in 
fvery  paat  age,  derives  its  chief  Impurtftnce  from  the  Univcnity. 
The  canal  recently  formed  has  opened,  however,  new  sources  of 
Euuuocrcc;  and  the  activity  of  the  citizens  appears  too  great  to 
allow  of  their  neglecting  to  profit  by  the  opportunities  thus  pre- 
Knted. 

No 

•  At  the  eiul  rnd  of  Csifai  churcli  may  still  be  Men  lonir  faint  tcBcri  of 
Iliii  once  celebralrrt  leal.     ■'  Hore,"  u\t  Sir  J.  Peihall,  '■  the  tuajor  ind. 

iuferni  oi  righl.  ibli  wu  the  mm  frequently  uf  ihe  tnuset,  and  miDj  vriu 
■ete  Bmehert  here,  Td  ihii  they  aicrib*  the  celebrated  pooni,  Ihi^  Spletdid 
SMUng,  of  Mi.  John  Phliipi,  slndenl  of  Clirlil  Chucch  :  and  (hat  Ihe  aulliar 
oTlhc  pwiepjiic  on  Qifari  alt  WHj  no  jlriQger  lo  I  hit  inpiring  hrncli,  mav  b« 
included  fiom  thex  vitwa : 

Beneath  thy  shelter,  Te tini  kii '.   I  qunlf 
The  .■heating  e.,p."   ' 
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No  dramatic  rrpreECRtationa  viie  now  allnwrd,  allhoH) 
vere    tolerated  iu  the  latter  part  «f  the  seventeenth  centaj 
The  former  prgliciency  of  the  sluJenls  in  the  liiatr ionic  art 
been  already  mentioned,  id  our  notice  of  the  festivitJea 
for  the  entertainment  uf  illustrious  visitors,  in  ems  |trevii»ta^' 
ilie  civil  war  of  Cliarlm  I. 

The  internal  government  of  the  city  is  vested 
high-ate  ward,  reeorder,  four  aldermen,  ei^ht  assislanta,  two 
\lSs,  a  towa  clerk,  two  chamberlainii,  and  twtnty-four  coi 
council.  Many  of  tlie  mayors  of  Oxford  iiave  received  the 
nour  of  knighthooil ;  and  the  mayor  for  the  time  beiti^  acts  in 
buttery  at  the  coronation  feast  of  Uie  kings  and  queens  of  Ei 
land.* 

Willis,  in  his   Not.  Pari,   says,   thiti  city  sent,    ab  origi 
members  to  ParliameiiL    The  members  are  chosen  by  the  citixeiw 
and  freemen  :  tJie  mayor  and  bailitTs  are  the  returning  officers, 

Conaiderahle  curiosity  is   ncceasarity  ejccited  cooceming  the 
Diost  celebrated  natives  of  a  place  einphnticaliy  termed  th«  •e*ti 
of  learning;.     The  f«llo\ii]ig  list  is  not  extensive,  bnt  it 
some  valuable  names. 

Thotna.t  Co*per,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  author  of  the 
uicle,  and  Latin  Dictiuuary. 

Thomas  Harriot,  with  whom  originated  the  mode  of 
DOW  used  in  ali,'ebra.  Harriot  was  patronized  by  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  and  accompanied  tiiat  unwearied  friend  of  science  to 
Virginia.  Me  afterward^  received  a  pension  from  Henry,  Eiirl  of 
'Northumberland,  under  whose  protecUon  he  pursued  his  uathe- 
lOatical  studies  will)  comfort  and  honour.  When  Raleijjh  expe- 
rienced the  malignity  of  fortune,  Harriot  remained  firm  to  hit 
interest,  and  he  retired  to  the  counlry  shortly  after  the  esecd^ 
tion  of  his  fimt  great  patron.  He  died  id  I6'21,  in  coiuie(|ii< 
of  ft  cancer  in  tiie  lip. 

Willi 
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•  Tliii  p[i»ile|;e  wai  origiiuiltj  grnnteJ  bj  Ilcnrj  I. 
[itl  bowl  and  curcr  Ki  bis  ((«. 


Tlie 


3 


,  ^lliaia  ChilUngworth^  the  Tolumiiidiis  polemic  imUx,  ytSU 
Iwra  in  a  small  lioose  near  Cur&x  choidi.*  Hia  i&ttft  wm.  a 
iiader  in  OsLford^  and  afterwanb  filled  the  offiee  af  maygr.  Tha 
iNnatility  of  ChUliagvorth'a  opiaiona  ia  w^\  Immn.  Aeoapil* 
lag  to  Biahop  Hare»  be  waa  *'  cehaJiily  a  good  reaaoner,  bvt  via 
more  a  man  of  genioe  than  of  reading/'  Perhapa  tio  rfag^  *^ 
liBoa  foaU  eon? ey  ao  jaal  an  idea  of  hia  literacy  €tiainMt. 
Bat  it  moat  not  be  fiM!gotteni  tbat  Lord  SWlMbwy,  m  bia  LA- 
tea  io  a  young  Man  at  the  tJnitertity»  meniioni  CUDingiforfli 
among  **  the  chief  pSlant  of  tbe  cfaiirch  wgixwA  ^matioiam.^*^ 
Tbia  eminent  difinb  dYinoad  aSbetioo  to  bia  natifo  dly  by  li(^ 
ymatbing  the  sum  df  4001.  to  be  leiit,  irith  inteMit  to  f^ 
tradeemen,  the  fund  accruing  from  thie  inttoreet  to  b^  eoiptoyaA  ib 
apprentidng  destitute  cfaildreii*    VLt  died  in  I6fl 

Sir  William  D^ATonant  waa  likewise  bom,  aa  baa  baea  me«- 
tioiiedipidartlvBarticleLincolnCollege^nearCarfiacAnrsdi^t  h^ 
coidiiig  to  Wood,  none  of  the  nntnePa  sons  woe  witty  and  of  li^y 
tovreraation,  except  tV^illiam.  The  same  aatiqaary,  who  probably 
gaiaad  bia  intelligence  from  persons  familiar  tritK  the  paitiadL 
aaya,  that  the  father,  thongli  the  fnend  of  Shskapeare>  and  a  %• 
vorer  of  plays,  was  of  so  grave,  and  even  melancholy,  a  diapoai- 
tion,  that  he  was  seldom  or  never  known  to  laugh.  D'Avenaiii 
was  tutored  in  academical  learning  under  Daniel  fiough,  but  his 
i^irits  were  unwilling,  and  his  progress  consequently  slow.  He 
bad  listened  to  his  mother's  account  of  Shakespeare;  and  bad 
attended  to  his  father's  recitation  of  various  moral  and  sublinib 
passages'  in  the  writings  of  the  great  hard.  His  ardent  diapoai- 
iion  became  infiamed  with  the  love  of  poetry,  and  he  quitted  the 
safety  of  academical  ease,  for  the  precarious  services  of  the  musea» 
In  Fulk  Grevile,  Lord  Brooke,  he  found  a  (kitron,  of  taste  and 

Vol.  XI L  S  influenoe; 

*  Wood  obsenrcs,  that  Laud,  then  Bifhop  of  London*  wm  godfothcr  nt 
abbAptiim. 

t  The  Crown  Inn*  at  wliich  he  was  born,  was  near  the  Crou  Inn,  in  th« 
corn-market,  and  on  tbe  opposite  kide  to  the  house  which  now  bears  tbe  liga 
of  the  crown. 
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influence;  aiiJ,  on  the  death  a{  Ben  Jonsnn,  va»  fcculetX  f 
luuient.  During  tlm  politicul  troulilpa  nliicli  upcetlily  eniuwl  b 
CKperienccd  niucli  iucunvenience.  IlufitkBH  of  finding  perBODS,E 
HO  distracted  a  periud  to  read  Lis  prose,  or  to  listen  to  liis  a 
be  embuktd  for  Virginia,  but  was  si'izcil  liy  one  uf  tlie  l*arlil 
ment  ships,  and  was  placed  as  a  prisoner  in  Ibc  Tofftr  or  Loml^ 
Ht  owed  his  lihemlinn  chiefly  to  the  interference  of  Miltou ; 
va»  constrained  to  write,  for  support,  tligse  operattca]  |>ie4 
which  were  the  only  dramatic  nprescntatiuns  allowed  by  I 
fa«tidiou>  temper  a[  the  ajje.  Uis  works  were  collected,  and  i 
printed  in  a  folio  volume,  after  his  deiilh,  for  the  WneGt  of  t 
family.  Lord  Clareudou  dciicribea  D'Avenant  as  a  man  of  wiu 
conversation,  and  of  undoubted  integrily. 

Dr.  Edward  Pocuelt,  the  Orienlali'it,  was  bora  in  the  ji 
of  St.  Peter  in  the  East,  anno  1604.  Al  fourteen  yean  of  a 
he  CDtered  comiooner  of  Magdalen  IliJI,  and  was  aflerwar 
dected  Fellow  of  Corpus  Cliristi  College.  He  was  employed  |j 
Archbiahop  Luud  to  collect  Araliian  manuscriptti ;  and  was  i 
poiiiteil  that  prelate's  Arst  professor  of  Arable,  By  Charles 
he  was  nominated  to  the  Hebiew  profeHSorship,  with  a 
of  Clirist  Church  annexed,  but  was  t-jtrted  by  the  Pnrlia 
viaitors.  He  was,  however,  Eubsequcntly  reinstatnl,  tad  hejj 
tlu>se  situations  till  his  death,  in  1691. 

Antony    a  Wood,   the  antliiuary,  was  a  descendant  of  t 
Woods   of  lAncasJiire,  and  wax  hum    in  a  house  opposite  tw 
great  gale  of  Mcrton  ColLf{,'c,  aiuio    \G\i'i.     Hid  father  was  a 
civilian   of  some  repute  ;  and  was  fined,  iu   ll>30,  for  refusi^ 
knighthood.     Autony  received  tlie  rudiments  of  education  i 
Thatue  School ;  and  was  afterwards  admitted  Postmaster  of  Met" 
ton  College.     He  possessed  that  unfurlunatc  spicies  of  a 
independence   which  looks  with  disdain  on  tlie  social  defereOM 
necessary  in  nil  professional  pursuits;    and  devoted  t1ie  wfioM| 
of  his  time,  though  hi»  expectations  were  extr«moly  liinited,  t 
tlie  study  of  history,  and  the  recreations  of  piiintiug  and  n 
His  life  presents  no  vicissitudes  to  render  the  pnge  of  biogiaphV 
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at  once  interestiofi:  and  inslruciive.  He  resided  entirely  at  Ox* 
ford ;  and  scarcely  ever  left  UU  books^  unless  to  converse  with 
antiquaries,  or  to  join  occasionally  in  mubical  parties.  For  thirty 
years  he  almost  invariably  dined  alone  in  Lis  chamber  ;r  and  vi- 
sited the  booksellers'  shops  while  Uie  other  students  were  at 
dinner.  His  chief  works  are  the  "  Athense/'  and  the  "  Uistoria 
et  Antiquitatcs  Universitatis  Oxon."^  Both  these  works  evinM 
aH  Hidefatigahle  zeal  of  research ;.  but  the  former  abounds  with 
insinuations  and  sarcastic  remarks,  which  can  he  ascribed  only  to 
an  acrimonious  petulanoe  of  the  most  reprehensible  description. 
He  has  been  accused  of  favoring  tlie  church  of  Rome,  aud  of 
levelling  the  most  deeply  envenomed  shafts  ef  his  satire  against 
Protestant  divines,  whose  fame  would  otherwise  have  been  oiisui- 
lied.  But  he,  in  fact,  appears  to  have  treated  all  with  indiscri- 
minate severity,  aud  is  known  to  have  died  in  the  communion  of 
the  charch  o(  England.  When  visited  by  mortal  sickness,  he 
burned  two  bwiheis  of  notes  and  letters;  aud  directed  the 
persons,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  his  papers,  to  destroy  any  which 
contained  loose  and  injurious  reflections.  A  poor  and  unsatis- 
factory attempt  at  expiation !  His  manuscripts,  deposited  in  a 
room  attached  to  the  Asljmolean  Museum,  are  very  numerous. 

Wood  died  in  1695,  in  consequence  of  a  stranguary,  under 
lirhich  he  languished  for  three  weeks.  He  is  described  by  a' con- 
temporary as  of  a  large  robust  make ;  tall,  but  not  corpulent; 
with  a  sedateaess  of  aspect  that  bordered  on  melancholy.  Hearae 
8ays>  that  though  but  sixty-^four  years  oldf  when  he  died,  h^ 
appeared  to  be  eighty. 

Sir  Matthew  Wright^  author  of  the.  Law  of  Tenures,  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  Oxford. 

•  This  work  wai  written  by  Wood,  in  EiiglUh.  but  vrn%  tIwn'*^te6  into 
latin  by  Peers  and  KceTC,  at  tlie  instigation  of  Ciibop  Fcll«  and  published 
tft  the  expense  of  the  University.    Wood  received  lOOl.  for  the  original. 

T  Me  w«a,  io  fu«f,  00  siore  than  in^^fhrti  at  the  tine  of  Kit  decease. 

S  9  PVL. 


tnrOROSBIRll. 


BULUNGTON  HUNDRED 


KbuU  on  U>e  essteni  part  oftlie  city  of  Otfonl,  and  hns  its  westers  1 
extremity  wutered  by  tlie  river  Cbaiwcll.  Tlie  Tbamc  ferliliz 
«  portion  uf  ibi  bonkr  od  tlic  east  and  soutli-eut ;  and  severst  \ 
niDor  streams  pervade  it  in  the  more  central  divisions.  Id  < 
srijaence  of  tbis  abundance  of  vater  the  buiiilred  is  particularly  ] 
Ti(h  in  meadow  and  pa.«lure.  Tbe  soil  of  Uie  arable  taud  varies  | 
•xtreniely  ;  sand,  stonebruh,  and  clay,  being  often  foond  in 
same  parisb.  In  the  vicinity  of  Slanloa  St.  John  are  extetuiv^  1 
woods,  calleil  Uie  Quarters ;  and  sjiots  of  woodlaad  are  likewia*  1 
found  in  several  ulber  districln. 

The  money  raiiied  for  the  use  of  Ibe  poor,  io  1803,  amountel'  I 
to  68401.  3s.  4M  forming  an  average  of  Ss.  Id.  in  the  pound. 

TliJB  hundred  contains  tbe  chapelry  of  Sludhjfvilh  Horlok,  1 
and  tlie  fulluwin^  parishes,  hunilelf,  and  liberties  :  Aldbwry,  Am*^  ] 
bronUn,  Arncott,  Baldon-marsh,  Baldon-toot,  Bttklcy,  Black—  f 
r/iom,  t'liiluorth,  t'hippiitghursi,  St.  Clrmenlf,  Church  Cow-'i 
Irff.  with  Temple  Cowley,  Cuddesden,  Denton,  Ehjield,  Forest-  . 
hill,  Garxington,  Heudiugloa,  Hotton,  Uvrsejiaih,  ffley  e 
Itoekmoor,  LUtUmoTt,  Marslon,  Merttm,  Nuntkam-Courtenaif  J 
I'iddiugton.  Sand/ord.  Skolorer,  Slanlon  St.  John's,  Stow*' } 
taootf,  Tiddhjilw,  H'ater-Perry.  Wheatlcy,  and  K'ood-EtUon.  ■ 

The  village  of  Headinoton,  about  a  mile  end  a  halffroa. 
Oxford,  on  (h«  nurtli-eaat,  is  tnLditionally  believed  to  ha*e  beei^  ] 
•dnaeu  by  several  of  the  Sa\oii  mouarcbs  as  a  nursery  fur  their    , 
children,  og  account  of  the  peculiar  salubrity  of  the  air.     ll  like- 
»iiit  a|ipears  to  have  contained  a  royal  palace  in  the  tine  of  j 
Elheldred,  as  that  Ling  concludes  a  charter  bestaved  on  tbe  tno- 
iiaiitrry  of  St.   Frideswide   with  these   words;  ■'   This  privilege 
HRH   idilh,  (granted)  at  Hedinlon."     As  another  argument  iu  - 
fiivour  ot  the  village  being  formerly  a  royal  seat,  it  may  be  ob- 
icrveil,  that  it  possessed,  for  many  ages,  a  free  chapel,  exempt- 
froB  all  custoniv  due  to  tbe  Bishop  of  Lincoln  and  Arclideacou   , 


lit 

ff  Ozfcrd.  In  «  fieM  inlled  Coor^doae^  co]isider«ble  tnMt  «f 
finai4alH«s  tie  md  by  Dr.  Plot  te  have  ranuiied  in  the  UTia 
teenth  Aentpry ;  and,  within  the  Inst  twtnty  yean,  similar  ten* 
Miovs  nf  a  ftmner  aassiv^  baiMing  hare  been  diaooTered«  M 
cleariag  a  ish-fedl  in  the  sMne  Md.  At  the  tinw  of  the  KsiW 
man  eaffigr  Headiaglsii  van  enaaMraled  aamig  the  lands  liHl 
fcythekin|:;nnd,  in  the  SM  «f  Henry  li.  U  was  eonatitnMl'i 
hnrsttj,  and  gifen  in  fM-ftMrni  to  Thosas  BatsetL 

The  liUagn  is  agreeably  situated  mi  an  elemtion,  and  eonMni 
•ottO  coHunodions  and  omsmenfsl  bniUings,  the  most  esns|d' 
caoQS  of  which  is  the  residence  of  Thoaws  Henry  Whorwosdi 
Esq.  who  holds  the  manorial  rights.  The  body  of  the  dtursht^ni 
respectable  stone  edifice,  dedicated  to  St  Andrew,  is  anekpt; 
die  tower  was  rebaih  in  1679.  In  the  chnrch-yarj  is  the  IsAy 
^haft  of  A  cross. 

A  part  of  the  deep  hollow-way  which  leads  from  Headington  to 
iho  eity  of  Oxford,  is  belieTed  to  have  been  in  the  line  of  a  faranek 
of  Roisaa  road:  On  one  side  of  this  low  passage  a  fine  temeOif 
walk  was  eonstmcted,  by  n  general  snbsoripUon  of  the  Uniywc 
aity,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  ecmtury ;  and  it,  assuredly,  fnh 
sents  the  mesjt  agreeable  apot  ibr  exercise  in  the  yicinity  of  Ox- 
ford. This  excellent  footpath  reaches  to  the  Tcry  summit  of 
Headington-hilh  and  /commands,  in  different  points,  fine  views 
of  Oxford,  80  rich  ja  aspi|*ing  turrets  and  buildings  of  weighty 
splendonr.''^ 

S3  At 

*  II  wss  near  tlie  tnp  or4bis  bill,  according  to  popular  ttorj,  that  a  student 
fron  Oifurd  wai  attacked  by  a  wild  hoar*  which  issued  from  the  adjoining 
|ore«t  of  Shotover,  when  lie  cstaped  by  cramming  down  the  throat  of  tbt 
jSTige  s  voliroe  of  Aristotle.  In  this  circamstan/ce  is  taid  to  hare  origuMted 
a  emtoiB  of  nshering  in  a  boar's  bead»  w^tk  ^  aong,  on  ChriitnvM  Day,  st 
Qaeen'fl  College;  but  it  u  justly  obsenrcd  in  the  Osoniana,  that  s  boar's 
bead,  with  a  lemon  in  its  mouth,  was  a  usual  dish  on  Christmas  Day  at  ertiy 
table  of  consequence  in  England,  until  tbo  decapitathijg  ciri)  wars  pf  the 
serenteenth  century. 

On  Headirigton-Hill  formerly  stoo')  a  cre^s. .  Sbotofer  hat  been  long 
Jt5brcijted,  snd  is  now  denuded  of  all  its  leafy  haibours. 
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Atthe  distance  of  about  linlf  a  mile  from  HcaitinTloL 
quarry,  of  eon  si  df  rati  e  extent  and  utility.  Tht  wtone  Iifre  iluz'-fl 
is  chiefly  of  t!ie two  softs  termed  fri^e-stoncaiiitrag-stoiie.  Itisveiy  I 
porous,  and  "cuts  soft  and  easy,"  in  Wtc  fiuairy,  but  linrdens  whcirl 
exposed  to  the  weathrr.  The  vein  is  from  twelve  lo  foiirleen'! 
fset  deep,  bnt  is  not  worked  to  llie  boltoni,  as  it  there  become/ J 
too  soft  and  sandy  for  iii'e.  Of  tliis  atone  tfie  more  Gubslantid  _ 
parts  of  many  Hlnii'tiires  in  Oxforrl  nre  composcil ;  but  it  is  too^fl 
coarse  and  porous  for  the  ornametital  divi^ii)iia ;  and  it  varies  miicli  V 
in  qnality,  Ute  soft  and  the  hard  lying  tndiscriniiuBtely  mixed  imM 
the  quarry.  It  will  not  bear  the  die,  but  in  well  adajited  to  a! 
other  circumHlnncFs  of  exposure,  ami  has  been  used  in  the  buildtai 
of  many  elegant  brjdg-ps. 

As  the  quarry  is  worked  nn  tlic  gentle  ascent  of  a  hill,  lli^ 
super-lit  rat  urn,  which  is  of  a  sUfl'i'lay,  increases  as  the  Ubor^ 
proceed,    and  is  now  not  less  tlian  twenty-five  ftct  in  Jeptl^ 
Imbedded  in  this  day  are  often  fonnd  pieces  of  wood  and  sheL 
The  wood  is  generally  oak  ;  and  the  largest  fragmout  discova 
within  remembrance  was  not  more  than  three  feel  long, 
ghetia  are  of  various   kindx,  and   are  found  at  all  depths,  bo^fl 
singly  and  in  clutters.     It  does  not  appear  that  the  larger  a 
more  weighty  of  the  shells,  or  disjoiiitc-il  pieces  of  wood,  are  S 
any  means  uniformly  fnund  in  the  lowest  places. 

M«nBTON,  a  small  vlltagf;  near  Headiuglon,  was  lon^  the  n 
dence  of  a  branch  of  the  Crake  faniily,  who  took  an  active  p 
on  the  Bide  of  the  Parliament  in  the  civil  war.     Of  this  family 
was  the  careless  au<l  eccentric  Charles  Croke,  who,  iudidercnt  t( 
all  parties,  passed  tlie  prime  of  life  in  wmideriug  about  IhewoHi 
vith  little  fortune,  and  with  nn  pursuit.     He  puUished  an  m 
of  these  rambles,  under  the  name  of  Rodolpbus,  in  a  book  Ti 
tiluled,  "  Youth's  Incouslaiicy,"  printed  inl(itt7.     The 
mauor-liouEC  in  which  his  fatlicr  reaiilcd  slill  remains,  am 
partly  used   as  a  granary.      The  ehurch  is  a  pkasinj;  GotiiMvl 
liuildiug,  constructed  at  dilTerent  periods,  but  witb  s 
dftUe  uuifonoity  of  style.     Near  the  purcli  are   the  mutiUt* 
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fingmmiU  of  a  ctom;  and^  od  the  exterior  of  the  yard,  ai  ttie, 
point  wbore  tbe  several  approaches  to  the  church  unite,  are  tM- 
more  perfect  remains  of  a  second  cross,  with  three  ranges  of  kntie^ 
iDg  places. 

The  neighboaring  village  of  Ei'i>9FiEi.D  gave  asamame  to  a, 
wealthy  family,  one  of  whom,  Gilbert  de  EUsield,  attaiaod  mack' 
eeldirity  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  From  the  EMsfieUls  the 
manor  went,  by  marriago,  to  the  &mily  of  Hore,  long  seated  ill 
Cambridgeshire;  and,  iu  the  time  of  Henry  VIL  by  the  fitilnre  ciir 
male  lasae,  it  came  to  the  Pudseys. 

The  graM-grown  street  of  this  village  evinces  its  thinness  of 
population,   and  absence  from  the  haants  of  traffic,  ttioiip;^  io' 
near  the  city  of  Oxford.    Over  the  porch  of  the  )iumble  church' Is  ' 
a  cross,  which  the  spectator  would  suppose,  from  its  eonstmei* 
tMNi,  to  be  of  great  auliqinty .    But  the  fact  is  otherwise.    About 
half  a  century  back  a  resident  clergyman  indulged  in  the  fhney" 
of  bailding  a  large  stable,  in  imitation  of  a  Norman  religiou 
structure.    This  stable,  with  its  appeiKlant  cross,  at  the  death  clt 
the  ingenious  bunder,  became  the  property  of  a  second  resident 
dergyman ;  and  he,  thinking  the  cross  too  deficate  for  the  stable^* 
and  too  valuabte  au  ornament  to  be  entirely  laid  aside,  translated 
it  froiA  the  rude  chamber  of  qniidrupeds  to  the  place  it  now  occu- 
pies. 

At  Wood  Eaton,  the  ploa&ant  residence  of  John  Weyland, 
Esq.  formerly  resided  Sir  Ricliard  Tuverucr,  who  obtained  a  li- 
cence, under  favour  of  the  Protector  Somerset,  to  preach,  though 
a  layman.  In  our  iiolirc  of  the  chief  events  coniiecled  with  the 
city  of  OxCord,  wc  have  «^iveu  a  specimen  of  those  oratorical  ta-- 
Icnts  which  assisted  in  wafliu;;  the  seeds  of  anarchy  throuf^hout 
tiie  kingdom,  while  thf>y  laboured  to  disturb  the  simplicity  of 
established  religious  opinions.  This  deluded  person  died  at  Wood/- 
Eatnn,  in  157-3,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  left  behind  him  many 
writings ;  hut,  both  himself  and  his  works  would  have  been  long 
since  forgotten,  if  his  mental  distemper  had  been  exhibited  in 
modes  leas  flagrantly  absurd. 

S4  In 
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Dr.  n»C  ad  in  u.is  iisamiKi  ly  lia  :^*  The  fint,  •• 
2ft  a  caci  «£'  Caaii«sL:i»f.  it  fw^Kic  a  kaar  aad  Ua  n-r 
■  aaesttr,iatf  aa  «af  <i'can  sjid  cun:  «■  tka  iCT«aa  ; 
the  p«aee  «c  ;&»  cqoa;£«  to  W  C^mtA^immm,  the  ngral 
aad  atT  W  Cs3mq«£k.     Tas  cm  wiea  Irb  Oal  af  Mm 
kiar  iesoriM  i  j  Caacea,  viftk  a  sBikr  icrcn^  la  Ifcal 
tiKfiaal  letter  O  e^  Im  iinaifiita.  i»  mi  pkead  ia  a  liaa  vith  the 

'sfecl»  Ut  jarthcfavkkhraaat; 
ipira,  ^  tar  mi  cata,  «r  jaav  jseft  life 
fii^^,  pbecd  over  the  back.  The  tttmrni  haa  aothia^  an  il  h«i 
aanevhat  like  a  chalice,  9mi  a  oaaketf  Harafiaa,  aader  ivhich 
then  »  alsa  a  hiked  kimi  mi  hgrnr,  ami  a  nail  crcaeeal.^ 
Soaaa  am  bare  likeviae  been  jitaifticd  ia  thia  acjgh* 


FoEEST-HuJ.    The  Tillage  ao  called  ia  sitaaied  ob  aa  cw- 
ncBce  ahoat  three  aiilea  east  of  Osfoid,  aad  ia  wdciad  iatereatlBg 
hy  ita  coanexton  with  the  great  Miltoa.     It  waa  hen  that  he 
apcat  the  happiest  boars  of  Hie,  those  of  early  alieetioD ;  aad  bnm 
thia  Tilltge  he  niarTied  his  first  wile.     Sir  William  Joaei^  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  Lady  Spencer,  ia  the  year  17^,  gi^ca  a  florid 
description  of  the    feelings    vith  which  he  ooatemplated  thia 
spot,  so  hallowed  in  the  esteem  of  tbe  trae  lorers  of  poetry. 
He  points  oot  the  place  from  which,  in  his  opinion,  Miltoa  ga- 
thered the  finest  images  of  his  L' Allegro,  and  proposea,  with  ho- 
norable entiiusiasm,  to  select  a  party  of  friends,  if  he  should  re- 
side at  Oxford  for  a  snfficient  time  daring  the  summer  months, 
and  "  to  hire  and  repair  the  vcnerahic  mansion  in  which  the  poet 
lived,  for  the  celebration  of  a  festival  in  his  honour/' 

But  the  warmth  of  Sir  William's  feelings  caused  bim  to  dis- 
regard the  dull  accompaniment  of  fticts.  Milton  is  known  to. 
have  modelled  his  (mem  on  that  by  Burton ;  and  he  wrote  it  when 
young,  pro))ably  when  liis  father  lived  at  Horton,  in  Bucking- 
hamshire.    It  must  likewise  be  observed,  that  the  poet  did  not 

rftide 
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re$ide  at  Forett-bill.  At  the  time  he  addrefsed  his  future  nife. 
he  leeeiTad  pupils  in  AMersgate-street,  and  he  returned  to  Laft^ 
imk  ittmediately  after  his  marriage. 

The  lady  he  married  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Powidt 
fipme  porta  of  the  house  in  which  Mr.  Powell  liTed  are  adH 
reaMininfc ;  ^od  they,  assuredly,  cannot  he  viewed  without  grial 
inleresty  though  the  anrriage  is  well  known  to  have  produced,' is 
its  early  stages,  so  little  felicity,  that  the  lady  returned  to  iM|r 
ladior^  a  few  weeks  after  her  nuptials,  and  refused  to  attend  ti 
the  omBflMaa  of  her  husband.  The  scenery,  from  many  elenM 
points  in  the  neighbourhood,  is  extremely  fine,  and  may  be  eiaiiy 
mppoaed  to  ha?o  lent  imagery  to  some  of  the  sublime  desflri|!» 
tiona  of  nature  eontained  in  Milton's  latter  productions. 

Many  cottages  in  this  interesting  little  Tillage  are  adorned  wOBt 
TiMB  and  honey-rsuckles,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  tho^ 
poetical. ivflnence  of  the  scene.  The  church  stands  near  the  soni* 
But'Of  flie  bill,  and  is  rendered  picturesque  by  the  yew-trete  in 
the  yard,  and  the  i?y  which  oTcrhangs  the  walls.  The  stoM 
foMt  is  protected  by  a  handsome  wooden  corer :  on  it  are  iQ- 
acrfted  the  names  of  seroral  young  men,  who  efiected  the  pur* 
chase  with  the  money  collected  at  a  Whitsun-ale,  in  1710.  The 
regiater  of  the  parish  begins  1625. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  church  is  Shotover-house,  a  spa* 
cions  modem  mansion,  built  of  stone,  and  surrounded  by  wood« 
land,  the  property  and  residence  of  George  Schutz,  Esq.  In  this 
neighbourhood,  so  fi'equently  trodden  by  the  gresytest  of  Eng:lisH 
epic  poets,  resided  for  some  time  Mickle,  the  translator  of  tha 
Losiad. 

The  Tillage  of  Wheatley,  distant  from  Oxford  five  miles,  on 
flic  high  road  to  London  through  Beaconsfield,  is  completely 
imbedded  among  a  group  of  hills,  and  assumes,  from  that  circnm* 
ntance,  an  aspect  of  serenity  and  comfort ;  but  gathers,  from  its 
sitnation,  more  inconveniences  than  would  be  derived  from  an  ex- 
posure to  the  roughest  winds  of  the  north.    Its  avenues  are  damp 

and 
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and  rheerless,  eTen  in  summer,  and  seem  to  act  as  drains  to  tlie 
sorrounding^  country. 

Near  Wbeatley  is  Holton-Park,  the  seat  of  Edmnnd  Biscoe, 
Esq.  The  old  mansion  of  this  domain  was  cucomp;issed  by  a 
moat.  The  present  respectable  stone  edifice  occupies  a  difibreni 
site,  and  is  deeply  secluded  and  embowered  on  one  side,  while 
the  other  commands  an  extensive  prospect  o\er  a  fine  altematimi 
of  hill  and  valley.  It  is  to  l>e  regretted  that  the  btone  of  which 
this  house  is  composed,  (taken  from  a  quarry  in  Shotover  parish) 
already  crnmliles,  and  wears  the  appearance  of  antiquity,  thongh 
the  build ir.i^  has  been  completed  within  the  last  throe  years. 

Two  HI i Its  on  the  north-east  of  Whealley  is  Wathr-Pekry,  the 
residence  of  Heury  Curzon,  Esq.  a  lar^e  and  respectable  mansion,' 
but  seated  amonp;  the  flattest  meads  that  border  on  the  river 
Thame.  The  family  of  Corzon  has  been  lon^  resident  in  Oxford* 
shire,  and  took  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  Charles  in  the  civil 
war.  Many  of  its  members  are  buried  in  Water-Perry  charch, 
and  are  ciimmemoratetl  by  brasses,  and  by  paints  in  the  windows. 
In  the  church  is  likewise  an  ancient  stone,  said  to  have  been 
brought  from  Osney  Abbey.  The  inscription  is  gone,  but  the 
verire  is  circumscribed  with  death's  heads  and  crossed  bones,  a.U 
tcrnately.  Inarched  in  a  wall  of  the  aisle  I'ks  a  knight  templar,' 
on  whose  shi*ild  appears  a  beudlct,  between  six  fleurs  del^s. 
The  rej;;isler  of  the  parish  begins  1539. 

C'CDDESDEN  Palace,  tlic  episcopal  residence  of  the  bishops  of 
Ovford,  is  a  coiitinodious  rather  than  a  splendid  mansion,  almut 
seven  miles  south  l)v  e:isl  of  Oxford,  near  the  course  of  the  riv<T 
Thame.  After  Gloucester  Hall,  the  first  residence  appropriated 
to  the  bishops,  was  resumed  by  the  crown,  the  prelate  was  des- 
titute of  a  palace,  until  Dr.  Bancroft,  at  the  instigation  of  Laud, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  constructed  an  episcopal  scat.  To 
this  building  the  king  contributed  a  large  quantity  of  timber  from 
the  forest  of  Shotover ;  and  the  palace,  with  a  chapel  in  it,  was 
finished  in  1G35. 
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M'hen  Oxford  became  Uic  fortified  residence  of  tlie  king  daring 
"the  civil  war.  Colonel  William  Le(|;g,  then  governor  of  Oxford, 
feared  that  the  bishop*s  paluce  niiglit  be  nscd  as  a  garrison  for 
the  Parliamentary  forces  ;  and,  under  that  ajiprohensioii,  the  edi- 
fice was  burned  to  the  grouud.     At  tJic  same  time  Sir  Thomas 
Gardiner  destroyed  a  house  belonging  to  himself,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  church.     The  ruins  of  the  palace  remained  untouched 
till  Dr.  Fell,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  at  his  own  cost,  rebuilt  the  edi- 
fice on  its  old  foundation,  vith  a  chapel  in  it  as  before.     Th^ 
outside  was  completed  in  1679,  and  the  interior  shortly  aAer.— 
In  the  adjoining  church  of  Cuddesden  parish  is  buried  Dr.  John 
Bancroft,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  through  whose  liberality  the  original 
palace  was  constructed. 

At  Garsington  a  house  was  built,  in  a  quadrangular  form,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Pope,  founder  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  for  the 
accommodation  of  his  students  when  the  plague  prevailed  in  tha 
University.  They  twice  took  refuge  in  this  building ;  and,  on 
both  occasions,  performed  the  same  exercises  of  learning  and 
devotion  as  when  in  college.  On  a  screen,  dividintr  the  chancel 
from  the  body  of  the  parish  church,  are  the  arms  of  Sir  Thomas 
Pope,  among  those  of  several  other  ptrsons.  This  church  for- 
merly paid  a  pen?  ion  of  forty  sliillin^^s  to  the  priory  of  St.  Frides- 
wide.  In  the  'iSth  of  Mdsvard  I.  Jolin  Cm  la  Mare  was  sumuioued 
to  Parliamout,  as  Ikiron  of  (larsiiigtou. 

Iki.F.Y,  or  Ycofly,  a  small  viNage  on  llio  hordes  of  the  river 
his,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Oxford,  is  rcinurkahlo  only 
for  its  church,  which  is  an  interesting  specimen  of  Saxon  arciii- 
tccture.  This  struct iirc  consists  of  one  aisle  and  a  cluuiccl,  liav- 
hv^  a  tower  of  flat  proportions  nearly  in  the  centie.  On  each 
side  of  the  tower  are  two  circular-lopped  windows,  supported  by 
pillars,  and  half  filled  up  Ly  a  facing  of  stone.  On  the  north- 
west angle  is  a  square  turret,  with  a  cluster  of  pillars  at  the  top  : 
a  stone  staircase  within  leads  to  the  upper  part  of  the  tower. 

The  church  is  entered  on  hokh  sides  hv  Sixon  door-wavs,  or- 
oamcuted  by  columns,  the  shafts,  as  well  as  the  capitals,  of  which 

are 
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arc  :.:!.:'.'  '"'.rT-  '.  T*  ■  "sf.-^i:  ».  1  •>  txirciiclv  C.ie.  Tiic  door* 
ri-f  'nr.TT  «li>  .^.-:':."  i»  cT.?c*t\:  ot'rtcieiiiajr  diTisions  of  mould- 
ii--.  w!:.:  .  t!.-  :■«  .  «  t.-~. '.\t  rurffrly  worked.  prt>duce  a  strikiug 
j^ra  -ArUT  ^f  »^ .:-::!.  B  :''.  •"-:  :' •*  r«— th  ar.  i  south  many  pointed 
m.r.fi.^v*  lire  \  •"'.  .v.r''.\:c  ■:  At  d  ^-.r^r.t  cms.  but  the  rHnaioi 
fif  li>':  anri*'.*  fir*":'  r  n-..*'.  ;\r-.  t"\;dc:;t  oier  eac'i. 

Tly  :'*Knf^r  r  l.i.r.s  ti.i  mi-ss  of  rait:  and  cold,  bat  cooiiiiaiid- 
i  .1-.  m'i--  •.nr*-';--*.  Tii-.  t»o  tr.i  Apche*  ml  ich  diride  thechnrcli 
af:  •-;«Uir.<^*i  ^>  r!,xr»t€rcl  p.llars.  and  nculy  omameiited  vitb 
ch'vrni  work.  T!.''-  \-i]y-\\  was  onc'.Raii\  of  stone,  and  worked 
i.tt'j  0*5*  of  t'.^*-'-  pi'Iari,  l:;t  only  thif  st*:p*  and  p^iiiment  are 
ROW  r«^fr.>:n.Tr  f»r.*:  p-^'*  a  cf  ti  c  n>.^r'.  s:-!'  usivjured,  is  morh 
#i»n?»*!i :"'•*'?.  ar.d  *'ip J  •■.-•-'•:  >  t  --  :.•.*.-<». arts.  On  the  ruht 
rift'.'-  al^ir  !»:*  t  *  r- •  i  '.-  *:.>•:-:<••••<'•:'«,  ."o.i  oiie  ir.  tended  a» 
ji  rfff^'^fl"  (r  I'A':  ?. -»••-.  T  -.  •:?.;  *  vw^a.  Ttry  larsre,  and 
ih':  li«*ir»  ••j^'Tt'  i  fc;.  liiTir  tw  *!..    p...ir>.  and  c-c  of  a  ditftrent 

Sk"'T':''T»  r^  ari  :r:'i-  !\r  v.i'.i::-?.  ri-~i'>  *-:.-t  ri  a  ^eatl^ 
j^.^,.*  ;i»  t:.'.  d  '♦Ufj'^  •«:'  ti.-:-;  -^.i'  *  r'rjzi  *'\\rl.  en  th*  road 
f^  J/'i'.r.  t  f.  ..'i.  11'.  !*;.  T..'!  •*  .-cb  is  ^  L-ir':;^  iciidinc, 
r/  •*•■..'.  >."•.•"•  .^.  O".  U.'-  '  ".  >  •;  •.-:*  •  '  *l:ir  :s  an 
,..j.     '••.--    \s.*-.T.r.'  :r.  •'••':.' V.r.. .  v.- '       IL.s  ci:  •  :s  rel:c 

•  •   -       •    Z^.  •       IT  ''P»        "»■•■•      -       ■'  .   •  -      "      ■»       -B^—'i        --.  i"    th* 

^   -.;>-,.  ^•  ".•  "  ..."  I.  !-.   w:,.':i  t.:. ".         '.     1"    :-:':4.:'>.  r-> 
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about  seventy  years  back,  is  tbus  descrlbe'l  in  a  MS.  amoug  the 
collections  by  Dr.  Rawlinson,  deposited  in  the  Bodleian  Library  >— 
"  Near  Saudford  was  a  nunnery  termed  Minchcree,  perhaps  from 
MinclionRcc,  Minchon  sij^nifying  a  nun.  There  are  tbe  ruins  of 
many  buildings  yet  remaining,  particularly  a  long  stack  of  building 
standing  north  and  south.  Tlie  north  end  thereof  I  judge  to  be  the 
common  hall,  at  the  end  of  which  stood  the  cliapel,  as  appears  by 
many  stone  coffins  and  bones  frequently  dug  up  there.  It  was 
formerly  well  wooded,  and  had  pleasant  walks  about  it,  and  many 
fish-ponds,  some  of  which  remain.''  The  seal  of  the  nunnery^  a 
man  in  a  gown,  with  flowing  hair,  was  found  by  a  former,  about 
the  year  1762,  and  was  shewn  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries^  by 
the  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 

NuNEHAH-CouRTENAY,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,  de* 
mands  particnlar  notice.  Taste,  liberality,  and  domestic  virtue^ 
have  united  to  adorn  its  halls  and  to  spreswl  a  charm  over  every 
surrounding  feature.  Poetic  genius  flew  to  the  happy  spot  as  a 
secure  asylum,  and  sanctified  the  shades  with  its  effusions^  while 
it  instilled  its  spirit  into  every  new  disposal  of  tbe  scene. 

At  the  Norman  Survey,  the  manor  of  Nunehani  belonired  to 
Richard  de  Curci :  afterwards  to  the  family  of  Riparys,  or  Rc'd- 
vers.  Mary,  youngt-.st  daughter  of  William  de  Kedvers,  Earl  of 
Devon,  (who,  as  well  as  his  Uncle  William,  was  surnamed,  De 
Vt-mon)  married  Robert  dc  Cuiirtcnay,  Buron  of  Okehanipton,  in 
1214.  It  is  probable,  that  by  tbis  marriage  the  manor  was  car- 
ried into  the  family  of  Courtcuay,  and  thence  assumed  the  name 
of  Nuneham-Courtcuav. 

After  tbem  succeeded  Sir  John  Pollard,  of  Devon.  From  the 
Pollards  it  came  to  ■  Audley,  of  the  court  of  wards,  called 

the  rich  Audley.  From  him  to  Robert  Wright,  Bisbop  of  Litch- 
field, whose  son,  Calvert  Wrijjbt,  sold  it  to  John  Robinson,  of 
London,  merchant,  knighted  in  lliCO,  by  King  Charles  II.  and 
made  lieutenant  of  the  tower.  From  the  Robinsons  it  descended 
to  David,  Earl  of  Wemys,  (who  married  Mary,  daughter  and  co- 
heiress of  Sir  John  Robinson,  Burt.)  from  whom  it  was  pur- 
chased 
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cliascd,   in  17)0,  by   Simou,  first  Lord  Harcourt,  Lord  Chaa* 
cbellor  of  England  *, 

The  park  contains  near  twelve  hundred  acres,  and  evinces,  in 
every  divtston,  great  richness  of  natural  circumatanoe,  improved 
by  the  hand  of  reverential,  rather  than  of  presumptuous,  art. 
Perhaps  the  talent  of  Brown,  who  assisted  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  grounds,  was  never  displayed^  to  greater  advantage.  Each 
artifice  to  heighten  pictorial  effect,  is  so  jndiciously  concealed, 
that  the  whole  seems  graceful  in  the  simplicity  of  nature,  tliough 
no  superabundance  obstructs  the  wishes  of  refined  taslc.  Froan 
various  points  are  obtained  views  of  the  Witenham  Hills,  of  a 
part  of  Buckinghamshire,  and  the  high  elevations  above  the  vale 
of  White  Horse.  A  drive  is  formed,  which  conducts  to  the  chief 
objects  of  interest  in  the  park,  and  continues  through  a  wood  that 
falls  with  a  steep  descent  to  the  river  Isis,  the  bank  of  which  is 
here  very  abruptly  and  finely  broken  by  steep  and  bold  pro- 
jections. On  quitting  this  wood  the  house  and  river  appear  with 
new  features,  and  tlie  prospect  is  terminated  by  Shotover  Hill. 
The  Drive  then  circles  round  a  grove,  and  passes  a  condnit, 
whicli  formerly  stood  near  Carfax  Church,  Oxford;  but  which 
was  taken  down  in  1787,  and  presented  to  his  lordship  by  the 
University,  f 

Tiie  house  is  situated  on  the  slope  of  a  hill,  and  the  front  placed 
towards  the  ascent      From  this   circumstance  of  situation  all 
striking  beauty  of  approach  is  forbidden;  but  groupcs  of  spread- 
ing 

*  Th(5  notice  of  the  descent  of  the  propcrtjr  is  taken  from  an  account  writ- 
ten  by  the  late  Karl  of  Harcourt,  but  not  published,  to  which  wc  are  in- 
debted for  many  particulars,  merely  relating  to  matters  of  fact,  in  the  en- 
suing pages.  It  may  be  added,  that,  from  a  memorandum  among  Dr.  Raw- 
linson's  papers  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  the  estate,  with  the  annexed  ad- 
vowson,  appear*  to  have  cost  the  Lord  Chancellor  Harcourt  17,0001. 

t  This  condait  contain!  much  curioas  masonry,  and  was  erected  in  1617, 
at  the  eipeoie  of  Otl|o  Nieholaon,  M.  A.  of  Christ  Church,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  the  different  colleges  and  balla  of  O&ford  with  water  from  North 
Hinksey. 
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ing  elms  are  onited  to  the  bnildicg  by  lude-akreeiit  of  shrubbery, 
aiid  impart  a  powerful  effect  of  contrast  to  tho  exteuaiye  vieiw 
commanded  by  tbe  back-front  of  tlie  edifice.  The  front  is  a  hvid- 
some  stone  elevation,  willi  projecting  wings,  joined  to, the  body  of  . 
the  structure  by  inflected  corridores.  The  vestibule  is  smalls  but 
ornamented  by  some  good  casts  of  antique  statues.  ' 

Nearly  every  room  and  corridore  of  tlie  mansion  contains  Talwt* 
ble  paintings.  Our  notice  of  these  must  necessarily  be  limifted-ta 
the  most  inttdresting. 

The  saloon,  thirty  feet  by  sixteen,  and  eighteen  and  a  half  liigb« 
is  hung  vitli  green  damask,  and  ornamented  by  many  plctam^ 
among  which  are : 

Susannah  and  the  elders,  by  Annibal  Caracci. 

Two  beggiU'  boys,  by  Murillio. 

A  iiymph  with  Cupids,  representing  evening,  by  Valeric  Cas« 
telli.    A  good  picture,  though  tbe  colouring  is  rather  gaudy. 

Lady  Ann  Finch,  daughter  of  Thomas,  first  Earl  of  Winchelsea^ 
and  wife  to  Sir  William  Waller.  A  fine  and  animated  portrait^ 
replete  with  grace  and  character. 

George  Simon,  Viscount  Nuneham,  at  the  age  of  seveutoeo* 
by  Sir  Joijiaa  Reynolds. 

Elizabeth  Vernon,  wife  to  Henry,  Earl  of  Southampton,  by 
Cornelius  Jansen.  A  fine  portrait  of  a  very  elegant  woman,  with 
a  cap  of  lace  in  the  sliape  of  a  shell,  and  a  ruff  falling  back  from 
the  shoulders,  and  ascending  over  the  back  of  her  head.  This 
picture  was  a  present  from  tlie  Lady  CJiarlolte  Finch,  and  'i»  let- 
tered at  the  hack  in  the  hand-writing  of  her  grand-daughter,  the 
celebrati^d  Rachil,  I<ady  Russell. 

The  ante-room  is  twenty-four  feet  by  fifteen,  and  eighteen  and 
a  half  high.     This  room  contains,  among  other  paintings : 

An  excellent  portrait  of  Louis XIV.  by  Mignard. 

A  small  but  highly  finished  head  of  Sir  William  Waller,  the 
Parliamentarian  general.  It  has  been  engraved  hy  Milton  for 
the  vindication  of  Sir  William,  written  by  himself.     At  the  back 

is 
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it  a  copy  of  his  admirable  letter  to  Sir  ftalph  (aflehrards  Lord} 
HoptoD^  written  before  the  battle  of  Laiisdown. 

Id  the  corridore,  which  leads  to  the  library^  the  two  foUowing* 
portraits  attract  notice : 

Anne  of  Denmark,  Queen  of  James  I.  ^  A  parple,  gold-edged, 
scarf  round  her  left  arm.  Among  oUier  ornamenti  composed  of 
precious  stones  in  her  head-dress,  is  a  kind  of  hair-pin,  made  to 
represent  a  cross  bow,  with  the  string  drawn. 

Vandermyn,  painter  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  In  this  singn- 
lar  half-length  portrait,  Vandermyn  is  represented  at  his  dressing- 
table,  and  no  part  of  his  attire  is  seen  but  a  costly  shirt,  with 
rich  lappets  of  lace  round  the  neck  and  down  the  front.  He  haa 
a  comb  iu  his  hand,  and  two  more  are  lying  on  the  table.  Upon 
the  stretching  frame  is  the  following  inscription  :  "  The  face 
was  done  by  her  royal  highness,  Anne,  Princess  of  Orange, 
HOOD  after  her  marriage,  while  the  painter  was  attendiag  at  St. 
James's,  to  take  the  pictures  of  the  said  prince  and  princess,  on 
ttiat  ha)>py  occasion.  All  but  the  face  was  done  by  himself. 
The  princess  was  a  good  painter,  and  did  it  in  great  gprace  and 
condescension."     Vanderroyn  died  in  1741. 

The  library  is  thirty-two  feet  four  by  nineteen,  and  fourteen 
feet  four  inciies  high.  The  books  are  not  numerous,  but  of  a 
sterling  clmractcr,  and  the  portraits  of  literar}'  men  which  adorn 
this  place  of  study  arc,  iu  many  instances,  rendered  peculiarly 
valuable  by  the  connexion  which  existed  between  the  originals, 
and  former  rcpres(>ntatives  of  the  liousc  of  Harcourt  The  most 
interesting  of  the  portraits  appear  to  be. 

Pope,  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kiieller.  This  is  iu  the  best  style  of  the 
artist,  and  is  traditionally  believed  in  the  noble  family  to  be  the 
uiost  exact  likeness  of  Pope  that  ever  was  produced.  The  picture 
was  painted  expressly  for  such  a  place  as  it  now  occupies;  and, 
at  the  back,  is  a  copy  of  an  original  letter  from  Pope  to  the  first 
Lord  Harcourt,  dated  August  2,  1723,  in  which  lie  says,  "  It  is 
a  satikfucUou  to  me  that  1  shall  not  be  any  way  disappointed  of 

the 
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•  houonr  you  intend  me  of  filling  a  place  in  your  library  vitb 
I  vy  picture."     Tbe  features  are  youthful,  and  &r  from  expressing 
(•eerbity  of  temper,  but  are  pensive;  and  the  hajid  is  applied  to  tha 
s  if  to  relieve  pain  by  pressore. 
Prior,  a  fine  bead  by  Dahl. 
»/Wliitebead,  Poet  Uurt-at,  by  Wilwn.  Wtiitehead  waa  honoured 
hthefi-iendly  patronage  of  thulate  Earl,  and  he  paid  to  his  kind 
tertainer  the  tribute  of  many  poetical   efiiuiions,   written  at 
jUneham  -  Courtenay . 

The  Honourable  Horace  Walpole  (Earl  of  Orford)  after  Ram- 
Thin  portrait  will  be  coutemplated  witli  more  pleasure  if  we 
L  ou  the  writer  rather  than  the  man.     His  lordship  had  muctt 
e  and  great  critical  acumen ;  but  he  was  a  stranger  to  that 
Bpansive  liberality  which  ought  to  be  tbe  result  of  such  accom- 
Ikhnents.     He  venerated  poetry  and  painting,  but  cherished 
I  narrow  a  pride  to    regard  with    respect    those   who    pro- 
lioually  practiced  bis  fuvourite  arts.     A  temper  like  this  would 
cely  appear  to  qualiTy  his  portrait  for  an  association  with  the 
ir  part  of  those  by  which  it  is  ttere  surrounded. 
Shakspearc.     A  good  copy,  in  crayons,  by  old  Vandergucht, 
^the  presumed  original  in  the  possession  of  tlie  late  Duke  of 

Mason,  by  Doughty.  An  excellent  likeness  of  a  nan  whose 
^Aturea  would  'seem  to  deride  the  principles  of  lAvat^r.  The 
Kt  of  Mason  was  heavy,  and  somewhat  coarse ;  but  lits  ele- 
Ut  mind  was  fitted  to  every  art  that  exalts  the  ininglnation. 
is  scconiplishinents  procured  him  the  notice  of  tbe  late  Earl  of 

court,  and  his  virtues  raised  the  connexion  into  friendahip. 
The  Eating  Room  is  a  handsome  apartment,  thirty-three  feet 
y  twenty-four,  and  eighteen  and  a  half  high.  The  windows  com- 
tnd  line  views  over  the  Isis,  with  the  majestic  turrets  of  Oxford 
1  the  distance.  The  chimney-piece  of  statnary  marble  was  de- 
[ned  by  Stuart.  The  paintings  are  uumerousi  from  which  we 
■elect  for  mention, 

rl  of  Harcoort,  with  hia  Countesa  (EUubelb,  aecond 
JFOL.  XII.  T  dau^htirr 
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JMghlflr  of  George  Venablcs  Vernon,  6nt  Lord  Veraoo,)  if  ikm 
coroMlioii  ioboB»  and  tbe  Honourable  Wtlliani  Harconrl^  in  the 
•aiferm  of  aid  do  camp  to  ibe  king.  By  Sir  Joshua  Reyaolda. 
The  coloaring  rich  and  harnonioaa,  bufc  less  of  character  in  lli# 
figures  than  we  find  in  many  portraits  by  Sir  Joshua,  Gor- 
goons  robes^  though  calculated  to  produce  a  certain  splendour  of 
cfiaet,  must  needs  act  as  shackles  on  the  genius  oi  so  great  aa 
artist 

A  Landscape,  with  waterfall,  by  Ruysdaal;  the  figures  by 
WooTermans.     The  water  particularly  fine. 

Dogs  and  dead  game,  by  Snyder.  Full  of  character,  fire,  aad 
fideUty. 

A  Landscape,  with  a  decayed  cottage.    A  highly  finished  pie- 
tute  hy  Decker,  and  one  of  hia  bM  prodocttons. 
.  A  Landscape,  with  cattle,  by  Rosa  da  Tiroli.    RemarkaUo  fcr 
diftring  mush  firom  his  usual  manner. 

A  Landscape  by  Claude. 

The  Octagon  Drawing  Room,  thirty  feet  by  twenty-four,  and 
eighteen  and  a  half  high.  This  room  is  hung  with  scarlet  cloUk 
Tlie  doorways  and  ceiling  are  whitened,  with  interspersed  canr* 
iug  and  gilding.  The  effi&et  of  the  wliole  is  lively  and  pleasing ; 
but  the  warm  colour  of  the  hanging  is  obviously  not  calculated  to 
exhibit  the  paintings  to  advantage.  The  prospect  from  the  win- 
dows is  extensive,  though  rather  fiat.  The  ground  on  this  side 
descends  towards  the  river,  which  is,  from  every  point,  tXw  n^tesX 
ornament  of  the  natural  scenery.  There  are  several  attractive 
pictures  in  this  room,  particularly, 

The  Holy  Family,  by  Barocci,  known  by  tbe  name  of  Lm 
Mmhmut  colla  Gaiia,  fifom  a  cat  introduced  in  one  comer,  sit- 
ting aa  if  begging.  The  attention  of  the  children  is  directed 
towaida  the  cat,  and  from  this  circnmstance  the  expression  of  the 
whole  frmily  is  play  Ail,  animated,  and  partaking  more  of  ordinary 
domestic  nmnners  than  is  usual  with  tlie  subject  *,    The  colour- 

ing 


*  The  fMUSNt  sisitsft,  ft  is  well  known,  hare  occsnonally  represented 
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Ing  is  wety  «<rfl  Bnd  fine.  This  picture  formed  a  part  ot  tb«  Poiik< 
fret  collection,  and  was  etched  by  Borocci  himself. 

A  Madonua  utid  Child,  by  Guido.  Replete  with  nnaife«ted 
loveliiiesa.  Like  that  reality  of  feminine  beauty  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  sink  d*-op,  aod  place  an  immoveable  interest  in  the  heart, 
this  picture  has  no  eminent  boldness,  nor  richoess  of  lint  to  arreit 
the  &Dcy  by  a  first  impression  ;  but  a  thousand  nameless  graces 
>re  discovered  on  investigation.  The  spplajse  given  to  the 
painter's  art  moves  slow;  bnt,  at  length,  can  scarcely  fail  of  rising 
to  enthusiasm. 

Moses  sweetening  the  waters  of  Meriba,  by  FouEsin. 

A  Sun-set,  with  a  shepherd  and  sheep,  by  Bamboccio.  Ex- 
tremely fine. 

A  soiall  head  of  SofonishaAn^uscioIo,  by  herself.  The  charms 
of  this  little  portrait  are  »ery  great,  The  flesh  is  particularly 
delicate,  and  the  countenance  animated  beyond  description. 

The  great  Drawing  Room,  forty-nine  feel  by  twenty-four,  and 
^ghteen  and  a  half  high.  The  ceiling  of  this  noble  room  ia 
Avided  into  compartments  by  broad  and  bold  mouldings,  carved 
•nd  gilt,  from  a  design  of  Slimrt.  The  cliimney-pieeeof  staloary 
marble  is  very  elfeanl,  and  designed  by  Paul  Saiidhy.  Amung 
the  nnmerous  pictnrei  are, 

Ftnr  Tery  large  And  fine  landicapea,  hj  Van  Artois.  Tha 
tgmu  of  three  by  Teniers. 

A  Dwonligfat  landscape,  with  a  vaggtm  in  dsttger  of  OTertam- 
ii^,  by  Rubens.  The  moonlight  tints  finely  various,  and  thA 
repose  of  the  moon,  aa  reflected  in  the  water,  admirable. 

fit.  Margaret,  by  Titiam  This  pictme  «U  in  th«  eollectioit 
4t  Chariea  I.  and  has  been  etched  by  Uagb  Howard,  the  paidter; 

Maria,  CoDotes*  Dowager  of  Wald^rave,  and  Dncheai  of 
T  2  OtoBcnto; 

■cKbcn  of  ihe  Holy  Fsmilj  under  fimiliu  eircnattancci.  One  of  lb* 
iWMtcorigul  ioiUucei  occurs  in  tlie  chape)  room  ot  MmU  Cavallt,  wbeia 
Goido  b«  piiriicd  Ibe  Virgin  Marj  in  the  set  of  tewing  »n  infsnl'i  gamenl, 
»UIe  fome  little  atKndsnt  sngeli  ate  watching  the  mqtian  of  btt  B«edla. 


10  ^^   BmCVV^HIIU        B  Wmt 

|wrt«MU  oi  tuA,  HiutM0Wi  ikmlly,  dufe§f 
IV  hUU  iS«4cAia«W,  Uuftj-tM  lot  fav  ly 

t/BiU.    H'Le  SMiki  coiatpioKHU  ipprir  to  be 

f  li«  fpr«M0i  kini^  and  4|aeta,  by  Hi 
PfMMiU  fr«Mft  tbeir  mjcrtici, 

AiiMO,  U»fd  If itfCMrt,  Lord  CbaaceUor  cf  EifiiBJ,  fcy  Sk 
Godfrey  KMUer.  Uw  lordftbip  was  cdacitod  al  Pfbwti  Gal- 
latf«,  Oxiori,  aad  was  created  jBonm  Uaraout  to  1712;  aai 
Viidrtmi  llarecMutiB  1721. 

VUAHta,  eldaat  soa  of  Sir  Walter  Hareovt  He  vaa  tbc  fria- 
ci|»al  ad«reotorer  with  Sir  W.  Rakgh  id  tbe  Toy  age  to 
for  which  expedition  he  built  aod  fitted  OBt*  at  bit  awa 
thr<:c  veKficU.  By  his  loss  in  this  audertaking*  added  to  tbe  cz« 
pense  incurred  in  buildings  at  EUt-n  Hall,  in  tbe  coonly  of  Staf- 
ford, he  dissipated  a  large  fortune,  and  was  constrained  to  aell  bia 
estate  in  StaffordHhire,  and  that  of  Whitham*  in  Berks,  both  of 
whieh  possessions  had  been  in  the  fiunily  from  the  time  of  Kiag 
J(»hn. 

The  Dressing  Room  contains,  among  other  paintings^ 

A  curious,  ancient,  cabinet  pictore  of  the  court  of  warda  and 
livariss,  with  portraits  of  the  officers,  servants,  and  other  peraona 
Ibsrc  asMinblod.  Vcrtue  engraved  a  print  on  this  subject,  from 
a  walttr-iMilour  painting  in  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewaler. 
Till*  plnT'n  burn  prsscrvod  is  supposed  to  be  the  original. 

Harsh  JtinnluKs,  Duchess  of  Marlborough.  A  good  copy  after 
KiN*lli*r,  pruscintnd  by  the  Duchess  to  the  first  Lord  Harcourt 
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T)ie  tabic  in  tliia  room  whs  a  present  Trom  Ilie  Princeaa  Roy&t, 
on  qaitling  Englanil.  It  is  embellished  witli  a  ffaaket  of  flowers, 
drawn  on  vellum,  in  India  ink,  by  her  Royal  Highncas. 

In  the  second  dressiiig;  room  are,  likewise,  many  paiotinga, 
amonyf  which  are 

A  woman  on  horaehaefc,  witli  atteuilant  6gnres  and  animala. — A 
well  executed  picture,  by  Wattcuu. 

A  sea-stono,  by  Scott.  An  estimable  little  piece,  preseuted  by 
her  late  Royal  Highness  tiie  Duelieits  of  Gloucester. 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.  Adneropy  from  the  undonbted  original 
painted  when  ehe  was  a  prisoner  in  Ibe  castk  of  Locli  Leven.  The 
face  very  handsome,  and  the  form  g^'aceful. 

The  Tapestry  Room.  The  hanging  of  Ihisaparlmeot  are  Bap- 
posed  to  present  the  earliest  specimen  extant  of  the  art  of  tapes- 
try-weaving in  England,  wbich  was  introduced  by  William  Shel- 
don, in  the  reign  of  Henry  VHI.  The  tapestry  is  descriptive  of 
three  large  maps  of  the  counties  of  Oxford,  Warwick,  and  Wor- 
cester, and  was  presented  by  the  Honourable  Horace  Watpole. 
The  friie  is  divided  into  compartments,  and  enriched  withGothio 
■hi elds,  bearing  the  arms  and  intermarriages  of  the  Harcourt  fii- 
mily  from  its  origin  in  876  *.  Over  the  doors  are  two  very  an- 
cient whole  leoglh  pictures  of  St.  Catharine,  and  a  male  aaiat, 
which  originally  formed  the  folding  doors  of  an  altar-piece. 

In  two  round  pannels  are  the  arms  of  Robert  Harcourt,  Koiglit 
«f  the  Garter,  in  Uie  reign  of  Edward  IV.  and  those  of  Robert, 
bis  grandson.  In  each  angle  of  the  ceiling  is  "  a  kuight  iit 
urmour,  upon  a  hone,  caparisoned  according  to  ancient  usage,  re- 
preaeoting  four  of  the  Harcourts,  who  by  marriage  added  large 
•stalea  Ut  the  lainily  possessions."    This  room  was  built  in  1 7S7. 

The  baek  front  of  the  house  is  a  chaste  elevation,  with  a  bay 
window  in  the  «entre,  supported  by  Ionic  pillars. 

The  gardens  contain  thirty-eight  acres,  and  were  laid  out  (with 
T3  an 

•  The  (amilj  tncn  ill  otigio  to  BenisTd,  •  noblen 
Saxony,  wboa?  ilucenduit,  R«tw[t  tie  Uaicouii>  ci 
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an  exception  of  Ihe  flower  garden)  by  Brown.     In  the  dispoul 
of  these  it  has  been  the  constant  aim  to  assist  nature  by  art,  n- 
ther  than  to  encumber  her.     A  walk  is  constructed  throii);h  the 
most  interesting  partH,  which  now  opens  to  a  luxuriant  and  dtxa-  . 
rated  cliamfaign,  and  now  winds  through  the  receEsea  of  a  (hickV 
grove  *,  nccusioiially  surprising  the  stranger  by  a  sudden  displaj  fl 
of  rich  and  diversified  prospect.     The  seats  are  happily  pineal', 
and  are  designed  wilh  taste.     Otht^r  embellishments  are  likewise 
introduced;  but  not  with  exuberance  orforroality.    Among  these  is 
an  urn  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Whitehead,  with  the  foUowinf   i 
inscripttOQ  by  Mason : 

Harcourt  and  friendthip  ihii  memorial  ralte, 

Near  to  the  oak  where  Whitehead  oft  reclio'd. 
Where  all  that  nature,  robed  by  art,  displays. 

With  charms  conKenial  iooth'U  his  poliih'd  mind. 
Let  fashion's  votarln,  lei  Ihe  "  sons  of  fire," 

1'he  genius  of  liiat  modest  bard  despise. 
Who  bade  discretion  regulate  his  lyre. 

Studious  to  please,  but  scorning  to  surprise. 
Enough  for  him,  if  those  who  shar'd  his  love 

Through  life,  who  virtue  more  than  verse  revere. 
Here  pensive  pau-ie,  while  circling  round  Ibe  grove. 

And  drop  the  heart-psud  tribute  of  a  tear. 

The  church  of  Nuneham-Courtenay  forma  a  noble  omanent  tat 
the  pleasure-grounds.  This  building  was  erected  in  1764,  at  the 
expense  of  Sinwn,  Earl  of  Harcourt,  and  alter  a  desi^^n  of  his  own, 

slightly 

•  A  plewing  little  circamMince  cannected  wilhthe  vnodlandDrNunebm 
crineel  Ibe  librialrly  of  llie  former  prnprivlon  of  Ilit  rUnte.  Thrre  b  •  Irce 
in  thcK  pound],  well  knoiin  la  (he  eouutry  prople  by  ihe  nane  of  fist's 
Iret.  [i  wu  plaoltd  by  nne  Dtibsrn  Wjat,  «ba  wu  u  mach  inoched  10  it 
th*l,  on  the  remov.,!  of  iIl<  tillage  of  Nanuhsm  CoarteDiy  lo  ill  proienl  nl^ 

complied  willi,  anil  her  cutligc  not  pDllcd  diiwn  till  ^rtcr  her  dtiih.    A  poea 
on  Ihii  labjccl  bjr  Whiiehtad,  k 
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slightly  corrected  by  Stuart.  la  passing  ibe  arcaile  on  the  m 
side  o(  the  house  the  west  end  of  the  ehnreh,  cnmpriitiiij;  a  gi 
rotunda  of  Ionic  columns,  aapporting  a.  doiiip,  forms  a  fine  ohjeol  I 
throD^'h  an  opening  in  the  trctH.  The  wjlk,  afler  aouie  d 
tioDB,  continuett  through  the  portico,  ami  displays  tlie  chur 
ft  particularly  happy  poiut  of  view.  The  interior  of  tlii«  plea 
lag  edifice  vas  furnished  lj)  tlie  Idle  ear),  in  a  simple 
praprtatc  manner.  Its  only  Drnanniits  are  two  tablets,  with  the 
Harcourt  arms  in  French  tapestry  ;  anotiicr  piece  of  tapestry  r^ 
presenting  the  rhiefii  of  the  twelve  tribes  or  Israel  at  the  Paw- 
•veTj  and  an  altar-picture  hy  Mr.  Mason,  The  subject  of  tbia 
kttcT  perfonnance  is  the  Parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  The 
piece  is  well  conceived,  and  executed  with  much  spirit.  In  the 
clurch  is  a  barrel  organ,  on  wliicb  is  set  Mason's  music  for  the 
responses  to  the  conimandmeuts,  and  bis  Sunday  hymns.  The  ad- 
joining flower-garden  was  entirely  laid  out  according  to  Mason's 
directions ;  "  i>o  Ihut,  in  a  very  sinall  space,  we  have  speciracTis 
of  his  genius  in  music,  painting,  and  poetry ;  of  his  taste  in 
iroproving  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  (whnt  is  most  soothing  to 
those  who  loved  him)  u  proof  that  he  applied  his  talents  to  the 
noblest  purpose,  that  of  celebrating  tlie  praises  of  Him  from  whom 
be  received  ttiem."* 

The  flower-garden  contains  about  an  acre  and  a  quarter,  and 
has  no  visible  connexion  with  the  pleasure  grounds.  The  boun- 
dary is  formed  by  a  thick  matting  of  shrubs,  which  unites  with 
the  surronoding  woodland  of  the  park.  The  entrance  is  from 
the  path,  which  ascends  towards  the  church,  beneath  the  pedi- 
ment of  a  Doric  gate,  on  whicli  is  placed  the  following  sentence 
from  Rousseau,  so  beautifully  allusive  to  the  world  of  Sowers : 
"  Si  I'Auteur  de  la  Nature  est  grand  duns  les  grandcs  clioses,  il  est 
trte  grand  daus  les  petites," 

Fronting  the  gate,  and  backed  hy  a  mass  of  shrubs,  Lt  a  bust  of 
Hon,  with  this  inscription  from  Chaucer : 

T  4  Here 

*  Accounl  bj  (lie  Earl  of  Htrcouit' 


I 


Sou  OXFORDSHIKE. 

Here  Springs  Ibe  violet  all  newr, 
And  fre&b  Perwinke  rlche  of  bewe ; 
Anii  flnuris  yalowc,  white,  and  rede, 
Such  plenti  grew  tber  ner  in  tneUe  : 
Full  ftu  is  all  the  groumle,  luid  queint 
And  poudrid,  tn  men  had  it  peint, 
Witb  many  a  fresh  and  sondry  floure 
That  castin  up  ful  gode  savoure. 

"  A  gravel  walk,  enclosed  witli  shnibs,  leads  to  the  riglit,  when 
ft  viei*  soon  opens  to  an  irregular  slope,  enriched  with  tufU  of 
flowers,  seen  beneath  the  branches  of  trees.  The  walk  tlien  con- 
tinues between  detached  trees,  till  the  eye  is  confined  on  either 
side  by  a  thick  shrubbery,  that  unites  to  the  tight  with  a  planta- 
tion ia  tlie  park.  On  a  rising  bank  is  a  statue  of  Hebe,  with  tho 
following  inscription  by  Whitehead  : 

Hebe,  from  thy  cup  divine. 

Shed,  O  ihed  \  neotareout  dewf  : 

Here  o'er  Nature's  living  shrine 

Th'  immortal  drops  diffuse  ; 

Here,  while  ev'ry  bloom's  display'd. 

Shining  fair  hi  vernal  pride. 

Catch  Hie  colours  erelhey  fade. 

And  check  the  green  blood's  ebbing  tide. 

Tilt  youth  eternal  like  thine  own  prevail, 

Safe  from  tlie  night's  damp  wing,  or  day's  insidious  ^t. 

"  The  path  now  becomes  narrower,  and  pasBcs  throua;h  an 
arched  rock  covered  with  ivy,  which  is  designed  in  imitation  of 
a  natural  cavern.    On  one  side,  on  a  piece  of  marble,  are  these 
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Musing  meditation  most  affectt 
The  pensive  secresy  of  desert  cell  j 
And  wisdom's  self 
Oft  seeks  to  sweet  retired  solitude. 
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Where  wHh  her  best  mint,  contempiMioii, 

She  plumes  her  feathen^  and  lets  §row  her  wiof^ 

That  in  the  Tarious  bustle  of  lesort 

Were  all  too  raffled,  and  fometunes  impaii'd. 
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The  front  of  the  grotto  is  partially  concealed  by  ivy  and  oUmt 
creeping  plants ;  and^  through  an  opening  before  it.  Is  cangkt  m 
gliopae  of  the  garden."  On  a  long  slanting  atone,  which  ip* 
pears  to  be  the  smooth  part  of  a  craig,  is  an  inscription  by  WUte* 
head,  to  the  memory  of  Walter  Clark,  an  ancient  florisi  mnA 
fitvoarod  by  the  earl  and  countess.  After  a  long  and  faitbAil  aer* 
Titnde  he  died  suddenly  in  the  garden,  and  was  honoured^  liksiwiafl^ 
with  a  poetical  tribute  firom  Horace  Walpole. 

From  this  spot  there  is  another  opening  to  the  interior  of  the 
garden,  and  opposite  to  it  is  a  bast  of  Roosseao,  with  thiiB  in* 
scription,  by  Sir  Brook  Boothby,  Bart : 

Say,  is  thy  honest  heart  to  virtue  warm  ? 
Can  genius  animate  thy  feeling  bi^ast^ 
Approach,  behold  this  venerable  form, 
^is  Rousseau ;  let  thy  bosom  speak  the  rest. 

The  Temple  of  Flora  is  the  next  object  This  elegant  little 
building  is  constructed  after  the  design  of  a  Doric  portico  at 
Athens.  On  the  back  wall  is  a  medallion  of  Flora,  from  the 
Uqoe,  accompanied  l^  these  lines  from  Ariosto : 

Vs^hi  bosclietti  di  soavi  Allori, 

Di  Palme,  e  d'  amenissime  Mortelle, 

Cedri  et  aranei,  c'havean  frutti  e  fiori. 

Contest!  in  varie  forme  e  tutte  belle, 

Facean  riparo  a  i  fervidi  calori 

De'  giomi  estlvi  con  lor  spesse  ombrelle : 

£  tra  quel  rami  con  sicuri  voli 

Cantando  se  ne  giano  i  Rossignoli. 


o». 


Hi  fnttMam 

0»  Me  mik  mm,hmA  ^Fmamm,  asd  oo  the  other  thai  of  Pan, 
vilh  IIm  IbUoimg  i&icripiMM : 

Faomit  would  oft»  at  Horace  wagi. 

Delighted  with  hb  rural  seats, 

FofSike  Arcadians  groves  and  qpriiig^ 

For  soft  Lucretile's  retreats. 

Twas  heauty  cbarm'd ;  what  wooder  then, 

Eoamour'd  of  a  fairer  scene. 

The  changeful  God  should  change  again. 

And  here  for  ever  fix  his  reign  ? 

WBITBBSaD. 

Here  univenal  Pan, 

Knit  with  the  gnoes,  aad  the  houn  in  dance. 

Leads  on  th'  eternal  spring. 

MiLTOK. 


Near  thia  apol  ia  a  cinerary  nm,  to  the  memory  of  Maaon,  with 
tfua  iBaeription :         ' 

'*  The  poef  s  feeling  and  the  punter's  eye,*' 
In  this  thy  lor'd  retreat  we  pleas'd  descry. 
Ah,  Mason !  in  the  scene  thy  fancy  drest 
Oft  shall  the  sigh  of  sorrow  heare  the  breast  { 
Oft  recollection  picture  to  the  mind 
The  various  talents  that  in  thee  were  join'd. 
And,  while  thy  lofty  genius  well  may  claim 
The  brightest  guerdon  from  the  hand  of  fame. 
Thy  simple  manners,  that  disdain'd  all  art. 
The  genuine  piety  that  warm*d  thy  heart. 
Thy  steady  friendsl^ip,  justly  might  require 
Numbers  like  those  that  once  informed  thy  lyre. 
Ah,  fruitless  wish  1  for  ever  mute  that  strain. 
And  ''  Numt>ers  worthy  thee,**  we  ask  in  vain. 

This  urn  is  placed  in  a  kind  of  recess,  overshadowed  by  the 
drooping  branches  of  a  large  spruce  fir.  Beyond  it  is  a  glade,  de- 
corated 
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«Ont«d  by  flo«er-be<l«  and  shrubs,  with  single  Svedish  JDnipen, 
which  act  as  miraic  cypresses,  projecting  before  them  ! 

Theiprimary  leadint^  path,  which  is  formed  to  embrace  thi 
Tbole4rthe  moat  captivating  features  of  the  garden,  then  reacba 
ft  boner,  designed  by  Masou  for  that  particular  spot.  The  front 
coBsifli  of  three  uocqual  arches,  ami  is  painted  green,  and  co- 
vered with  clinibere.     On  cither  side  are  busts  of  Venus  and 

ON  THE  BUST  OF  VENUS. 

Thee,  gotldes) !  Ibee  the  clouds  and  tempests  fear. 
And  at  thy  pleasing  preM^oce  diiappear: 
For  thee  the  land  in  fragiant  flow'n  ii  dreu'd. 

DxyDiit,  (rota  hvcunau 

ON  THE  BUST  OF  APOLLO. 

Loclilo  Dio, 
Per  cui  1'  April  lioriKC. 


WHbn  is  a  east  of  CjifiA  and  Psyche,  fmt  tha  antiqiM;  nd, 
M  a  tablet,  are  the  Mlowing  vetMs,  by  Andrew  UarvkU : 

Fair  quiet,  have  I  found  thee  htitp 

With  innocence,  thy  lister  dear  I 

Mistaken  long  I  sou|^t  thee  theo 

In  busy  companies  of  men  ; 

Your  sacred  plants,  at  length,  I  know, 

Will  only  in  retirement  grow. 

Society  ti  all  but  rude. 

To  this  (lelicioiw  solitude. 

When  all  the  floven  and  tie«  doclose 

To  weave  the  garland  of  repose. 

The  walk  row  bends  to  the  left,  where,  on  a  hank  between  two 
ktdMi,  ■•  a  but  of  Prior: 

See^ 
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See,  (titnd,  in  some  few  fleeting  hours, 

See  yonder  what  a  change  b  nuid«  I 
Ah  me '.   Ihe  blooming  pride  of  M'ij, 

Aod  that  of  beauty,  are  but  one ; 
At  morn  both  flouriah,  bright  and  gay. 

Both  hde  at  evening,  pale  and  gone  ! 

The  path  then  takes  a  bolder  sweep  as  it  dvBcends;  and,  wtt&hi 
1  recess  in  the  sbrubbery,  Burrnunded  by  sombre  eren^eena,  » 
placed  on  an  altar  a  votive  urn,  Ibue  inscribed  : 

SACRED 

To  the  Mevtory  (jfTRAUCKt  PooLSt 
fiscaunttit  Paioirrtton, 


Bere  ihull  our  ling* ring  footsteps  ofl  be  founil. 

This  is  her  shrine,  and  consecrates  the  ground. 

Here  living  sweets  around  her  altar  rise. 

And  breathe  perpetual  incense  to  the  skies. 

Here  too  the  ihuiigliiless  and  the  young  may  tread. 

Who  shun  the  drearier  mansions  of  the  dead  ; 

May  here  be  taught  what  worth  the  world  ha«  known. 

ller  nil,  ber  sense,  bcr  virtues,  were  her  own ; 

To  her  peculiar,  and  for  ever  lost 

To  IhoK  who  knew,  and  therefore  lov'd  her,  moiL 

O  !  if  kind  pity  steal  on  virtue's  eye. 

Check  not  the  tear,  nor  stop  the  useful  sigb ; 

From  soft  hnmanity's  infienuDUS  Uamt 

A  wish  may  rise  lo  emulate  her  fame, 

And  some  faini  image  of  lier  worth  restore. 

When  those  who  now  lament  her  are  no  more. 


George  Simon  Unrcourl,  and  the  Honourable  Elizabeth  Vernon, 
Tivcount  and  Viscountess  Nuneham,  erected  this  nro  in  the  year 
1771,  tmd  William  Whitehead,  Esq.  Poet  Laiireal,  wrote  the 
Teraea, 


!■  flW  pnto  of  Oe  gvdM  m  bwla  flf  LMfca  w^ 
with  tiM.  fcUowing  iBwrif tiMia ; 

COWLEY.  ^ 

When  Epicurus  M  the  worid  bad  taa^ 
That  pleasure  was  the  chiefeit  good, 

His  life  lie  to  his  doctrine  brought. 

And  in  a  garden's  sliade  that  (oveirign  good  he  long 

LOCKE. 

Wbo  made  the  wbolc  intaial  world  bk  own. 
And  ibew'd  conCsM^d  to  rtaaan't  po^cd  tyt. 

That  Natuie't  fint  bait  gift  wm  libettjr. 

The  eonaiiTttflfy  ia  atond  witb  onag*  treea  of  variooi 
pUnted  in  tha  groand.  The  traU^;*  of  the  kck  waQ  ii 
wilb  exotie  jeaiainioea,  &c. 

Tbii  garden  muat  erer  be  conaidered  interaatingr,  ■>  ' 
the  fteility  with  whioh  the  accompliabed  Haaon  cool 
practice  thoae  theoretic  principlea  which  he  laid  down  in  iii>  «f 
wllent  poem.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  omamenta  an  nM> 
Berooa ;  but  tbej  are  bo  placed  u  to  be  seen  in  unexpected  ■&«• 
eeaaion.  Every  embellishment  partakea  of  aentiotent,  and  of 
aentiment  so  retiaed,  that  the  most  acrapuloua  taste  c&a  saHCeljr 
allow  any  circumstance  to  be  saperfluons.  "  A  flower  garden/' 
nya  Lord  Harconrt,  "  beiu^  profesaedly  a  work  of  art,  admits  of 
all  the  embellishments  that  utcao  bestow.  But  taste  alone  conU 
not  have  formed  thia  spot,  in  which  so  much  of  invention  tad 
fancy  is  displayed,  that  It  ta  apparent  the  genius  of  poetry  mnat 
hSiVe  sfsisted  in  the  composition," 

Noneham  baa  called  forth  the  frequent  a^rstiooa  of  poati* 

gentna.      Betides  the  piecea  written  by   Maaoo,  Jeminghm, 

Wlutebead,  and  Walpole,  several  unacknowledged  poems,  wbk^ 

evidendy 


MS  cmmomiu. 

•tideiidjr  prtlcgeiled  fmm  bo  tneam  liaiids,  faaye  been  left  in  Ae 
Most  admired  ports  of  the  domain. 

The  ▼illage  of  Nunebam  Courtenay  is  situate  on  the  high  rood 
from  Oxford  to  London,  through  Henley,  and  was  entirely  built  by 
the  noUe  fiunily  on  whom  it  is  dependent.  The  houses  are  caU 
enlated  for  mstic  labourers,  and  are  uniformly  divided  into 
pain.  Nearly  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  sides  is  a  cottage-* 
residence  of  a  superior  character,  intended  for  the  officiating 
clerg3nnan. 

In  the  village  is  a  school,  supported  by  the  Earl  of  Harcourt, 
which  is  open  to  all  the  children  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
node  of  taiti6n  Is  nearly  framed  on  the  Lancaster  principles,  and 
emulation  is  judiciously  excited  by  various  prizes,  rishig  in  value 
from  a  childish  picture  to  a  comhttMe  aitide  of  dress.  The  cu- 
rate of  the  parish  is  visitor  of  this  laudable  institution. 

At  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  Nnneham  Courtenay  is 
Baldon,  the  seat  of  Lady  Willonghby,  placed  on  a  gentle  knoH, 
and  adorned  by  a  pleasing  succession  of  wood  and  water.    The 
late  Sir  Christopher  Willonghby  retained  for  his  own  use  a  con* 
siderable  portion  of  farming  land,  adjacent  to  the  house.    The 
style  of  hospitable  plenty  in  which  the  management  of  this  land 
enabled  him  to  furnish  his  table,   with  a  moderate  expense,  is 
thus  described  by  Young,  and  reminds  us  of  the  ancient  times  in 
which  the  country  gentleman's  board  was  proverbial  for  weighty 
simplicity.    "  The  design  of  Sir  Christopher  Willonghby 's  firm- 
ing is  to  raise  every  object  of  the  consumption  of  a  family  of 
thirty,  at  home,  that  the  climate  of  the  country  will  give.     He 
annually  kills  eighty  sheep ;  and,  by  agreement  with  a  neigh- 
bour, he  eats  his  own  beef.    He  keeps  nineteen  cows,  for  but- 
ter, milk,  cream,  and  cheese.     A  productive  dove^house  yields 
an  ample  supply  of  pigeons.      His  ponds  (having  a  small  stream 
through  them,  and  being  well  attended,)  afibrd  him  carp,  tench, 
and  perch :  carp  of  three  to  six  pounds,  tench  one  pound,  perch 
from  half  a  pound  to  two  pounds  weight,  and  to  be  had  when- 
9  ever 


t.  asT 

i>r  nil  aorU  in  (;reat  abondanc*. 

lU,  And  liaj:  makes  his  own  malt. 

Ml  tliis  foTTiiB  a  sjBtcm  of  funily 

'ncliuo  of  every  thing  being  good  of 

jiaid  to  the  oiaiiagetneiit ;  and,  vhen 

ixpcuse  than  the  labour  and  taxes 

for  the  Niippiy  of  bo  large  a 

'1'lt  >itii'|)ln$  of  many  articles  for  sale,  it  it, 

::.'  ritiL'  prnprietor,  aproof  tliat  tlie  syBtcm  ia 

I  pmlitohie." 

I  ii>  UnlltDgton  hundred,  most  vorthy  of  a»< 
>l>cir  rarity,  are  Carrx  Inftata.  Leaser 
{loiitia  and  watery  places  at  Ifley.  Syinphy- 
j'Urp.J  Comfrey  with  a  purple  flower,  new 
Turdytivm  officinale.  Small  Tordyltaa  :  M 
lleB(IinG;ton  &nd  Oxford. 


THAME  HUNDRED 


j'-kinglianishire  on  the  norlh   and  east,  and  is  pnrllf 
>1 1'roiD  BoUin^tou  on  the  west  by  the  river  Thame.     The 

■  cotuMXTlcd  with  the  Thame  are  numerous,  and  the  paa- 

■  i.J  nf  thin  district  is  eminently  fertile.     The  soil  of  the 
isCKseR  no  ^-neral  distinction  of  character;  but  is 

^■»od ;  and,  in  some  spots,  is  more  amenRble  to  ogricnl- 
Ihc  soil  in  any  other  purl  of  the  county.  Thame  ap- 
r  formed  a  part  of  the  huiiJred  of  Dorchenter  at  the 

h<    •  i  (ho  Norman  Survey.     The  lordship  is  now  vested  in  the 

■(  vf  AMngdon. 

iThame  hundred  consistii  of  the  market  town  of  Tbame  ;  the 

PBletof/fffofC  the  extra- parochial  diBtrict,  termed  Attington; 

^  the  psriahes  of  Creat  Miltov,  Little  Milton,  Telneorlh, 

d  Woterttock. 

'•"—  "UMBt  -9!  nuffley  raised  for  the  poor,  in  1803,  was 

49821. 


I 
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49831.  I  Is.  4il,  making  an  average  of  four  shilling  an<]  a  btU' 
penii;r  in  the  {louad. 

The  town  of  Tbame.  or  Tahc,  dmvea  its  appellation  from 
tlie  river  of  tiie  same  tianie,  on  vhich  it  in  situated  at  that  north 
east  extremity  of  the  couuty  which  joins  Bucking  bamshi re.  Tht 
parish  contains  about  4600  acres  of  land,  and  is  divided  iuto  aix 
bamlets,  or  liherties,  termed  Old  Thanti;  New  Tfuane  Prutt' 
end,  Thame  Park,  Moreton,  and  North  WtHoa.  The  towB 
of  Thsine,  cninpriiiing  tlie  three  fint  liberties,  stands  on  a  dry 
gravelly  soil,  gently  rising  from  the  river,  and  consists  principally 
of  one  long  and  spacious  sirec-t. 

Dr.  Stukeley  places  Thame  among  the  Roman  cities,  and  call* 
it  Tamese.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  unqucsliouable  that  a  Romkn 
military  road  went  through  the  town,  though  this  vas  by  degree* 
neglected  in  the  latter  times  of  the  empire,  Ur,  Plot  describea 
this  place  as  so  ancient  Burgh,  and  (he  same  which  the  Danea 
fnrtiJicd  in  9^1,  and  which  was  afterwards  besieged  and  taken, 
with  much  bloodshed,  by  Edward  the  elder.  But  the  corrertneaa 
<jr  this  stalfmeiit  has  been  duubled  by  subsei|uent  writers,  and 
the  pliice  beslegcJ  by  Edward  ts  Euppuecd  to  have  heen  Tens- 
ford,  in  Bed  ford  all  ire.  Thame,  however,  was  a  place  of  soin* 
consequence  as  early  as  Ibis  period ;  for  we  Itnd  that  WulfeKrj 
King  of  Mercia,  granted  a  charter  "  in  the  vill  called  Thama; 
and.  in  the  year  970.  O^kelyl,  Archhiabop  of  York,  is  known 
have  died  here.  lu  1010,  wbcn  the  Danes  overran  these  parta 
England,  this  town,  among  others,  suffered  severely. 

The  Noraian  record  describes  the  manor  of  Thame  as  a  part 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln's  extensive  possessions  in  this  county : 
"  The  bishop  himself  holds  Tame.  There  aie  sixty  hides  tliere. 
He  has  twenty-seven  of  these  hides  in  bis  fann;  anil  bit  knigbta 
have  the  others.  There  is  land  to  thirty-four  ploughs.  Now. 
the  demesne,  five  ploughs  nnd  five  bondmen  ;  and  twenty-aevi 
villanes,  with  twenty-six  bovdars,  have  uiueteeu  ploughs.  Tberv] 
is  a  milt  of  twenty  shillings.  For  meadows  sixty  shillings,  I^ 
vaa  worth  in  King  Edward's  time  twenty  pounds^  when  reoeivet 


I 


Bixlten   ponuds ;   now  thirty  poiiiiJs."     By  a  seco 
Domesday,    it  apjiears,  ttiat  of  "  land  belouging  U 
twenty-three  bides,  besides  villaaes,  boiidmeo,  aad  b 
held  or  the  bishop  by  certain  individaalB,  Ibe  wbole  von 
pounds." 

"  About  Alexander,  Bishop  of  Lincoln's  time,"  i 
"  the  town  of  Tame,  beiug  the  kin^a,  was  given  for  ren^ 
farm  to  the  Biitbop  of  Lincoln  and  his  successors." 
tronai^e  of  the  bishops  the  town  was  indebted  for  numcroui 
taf  es.     By  them  the  chnrch  was  erected,  the  vicarage  an 
bend  endowed,  and  a  neighbouring  ubbej  reared.     At  then 
(|uest  the  fairs  and  market  were  granted  ;  and  Henry  Lexii         , 
bishop  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  rendered  an  importani  ser- 
Tice,  by  tarninu:  the  high  road  thraii)i;h  the  middle  of  the  town. 
Thame  continued  in  the  handu  of  the  biiihopG  of  Lincoln  until  the 
reign  of  Edward  VL  when  the  sen  waa  dismembered  of  so  man; 
•   of  its  valuahle  posaeBsinna.    Sir  John  Williama,  arterwnrdii  created 
Lord  Williams  of  Thame,  speedily  obtained  a  grant  of  the  estate, 
»nd  he  dying  witliout  male  issue,  Thame  became  the  property  of 
hii>  daughter,  Margery,  who  married  Henry,  Lord  Nurreys,  of 
Ricot ;  and,   he'iua  anerwards  rarried  by  a  fcmule  in  marria^'e  to 
the  hmi\y  of  Bertie,  it  became  vested  in  the  Earia  of  Abingdon, 
the  present  poiiscssors. 

During  tlie  civil  wars  of  the  seventeenth  centory  Thame  wu 
nnhaippily  anrrounded  by  garrisons  of  the  contending  parties, 
and,  cpnsequently,  experienced  its  full  ahare  of  the  miaeriea  of 
tbe  period.  At  this  time  Antony  Wood,  the  Oxford  antiqintry, 
waa  a  student  in  the  towu  ;  and  he  has  recorded,  with  anrpriaing 
rainutenesB,  aeverul  of  the  skirmiihea  to  which  he  waa  witneaa. 
We  are  induced  to  extract  a  part  of  his  iiftnative,  as  it  is  not 
«nly  locally  iateresting,  but  preaeata  a  rivid  portnitureof  the 
eonfusion  which  pervaded  the  country  in  those  eveatfiil  times. 

"  On  the  37th  of  January,  1614,  Colonel  ThomM  Blaggc^ 
governor  of  Wallingford  Castle,  roving  about  the  country  very 
eady,  with  a  lioop  of  stoat  boraemen,  conaistiBg  .of  .sarMty  or 

VoL.xn.  U  saghlir 
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eighty  at  most,  met  willi  a  piirly  of  Parliamenleers,  or  rcl)ef«, 
of  at  leaat  300,  at  l.aug  Crusdou,  about  a  iniie  northward  from 
Thame,  wbich  '^UO  belonged  to  the  garri^ii  of  Aylesbury,  and, 
being  huided  by  a  Scot  called  Colonel  Crafiord,  who,  aa  I  thnk, 
was  governor  of  tlic  garrison  there,  tliey  pretended  that  tJiey 
were  looking  out  qnarlcrs  for  lliem.  Colonel  Blagge  fought  willi, 
and  made  lliem  run,  till  lirs  men,  following  tliem  too  eage^'ly, 
were  overpowered  by  multitudes  that  afterwards  came  in  to  their 
assititauce:  at  which  time  lie  himself,  with  his  stout  Captain 
Waller,  (they  two  only,)  fought  agaio&t  a  great  many  of  tbe 
rebels  for  a  long  time  together,  in  which  encounter  tlic  brave 
colonel  behaved  himself  as  tuanfuUy  wilh  his  sword  as  ever  man 
did,  slashing  and  beating  so  many  fresh  rebels  with  such  cou- 
(<age  and  dexterity,  that  he  would  not  Ktir  till  he  had  brought 
off  his  own  men,  whereof  the  rebeU  killed  hut  two,  (not  a  man 
more,)  though  they  took  sixteen,  who  sUid  too  long  behind. 
Captain  Waller  had  six  rebelii  upon  him;  and,  according  to  his 
costoui,  fout>:ht  it  out  bo  gallantly,  thitt  he  brought  himself  otT 
with  bis  colonel,  and  got  liome  safe  to  Wallingford,  wltii  all 
thtir  men  except  eigiileen.  Colonel  Blagge  was  ""l  over  the 
face,  and  liad  some  other  hurts,  but  not  dangerous. 

"  After  the  action  was  concluded  at  Crcndon,  and  Blagge  and 
his  men  forced  to  lly  homewards,  they  look  part  of  Thame  in  their 
way ;  and  A.  Wood  and  his  rellow-sojuurnci's  being  then  at  dinner 
in  the  parlour  wilh  some  strangers,  they  were  all  alarmid  with 
their  approach  ;  and,  by  that  time  they  could  run  out  of  Ihe  house 
to  look  over  the  pale  that  parts  it  from  the  common  ro»d,  Ihey  saw 
a  great  number  of  horsemen  posting  towards  Thame  over  Cren- 
don-bridge,  about  a  stone's  cast  from  their  house,  (being  the  only 
house  on  that  road  before  you  come  into  Thame,*)  and,  in  llie 
hend  of  them,  was  Bla-^ge,  with  a  bloody  fuce,  and  his  party, 
with  Captain  Walter  following  him.  The  number,  as  was  then 
guessed  by  A.  Wood,  and  others  of  the  family,  was  lifty,  ur  more. 


*  Tfali  houM  itill  temaini,  tind  *ppcnti  lo 
aluiiijon  lince  tbe  aboie  petiod. 


Ttelj  ciprrieaocd  any 


and  ihey  all  rode  under  the  said  pale,  and  clone  by ' 
The;  did  not  ride  in  order^  but  eucli  made  shifl  to  bi 
end  one  of  them  riding  npoii  a  shelviDg  ground  d| 
door  his  horse  slipped,  Ml  upon  one  side,  and  th     v 
(a  lasty  man)  in  A,  Wood's  siglit.     Colonel  CreU.d, 
well  boned,  at  a  pretty  distance  before  Iiis  men  iu  pursi 
K  pistol  to  him,  but  the  trooptr  crying  out  '  Quarter !'  I 
came  up,  rifled  him,  and  took  him  and  liis  horse  away  w 
Crafford  rode  on  without  touching  bim,  aiid  ever  and  , 
would  be  discbar^ring  bis  pistol   at  some  of  Ibe  la^ 
Blagge'«  borae,  wlio  rode  throngh  tlie  wett  end  of  Tl 
Prieal  End,  leading  towards  Rycole." 

Afler  relatiug  the  particulars  of  another  akinnisb,  Wc 
"  This  alarm  and  onset  were  made  by  tbe  cavaliers  froij 
About  break  of  day  on  Sunday,  Sept.  ?th,  before  any  of  tht 
were  stirring.     But  by  the  alarm  taken  from  the  sentil 
■tood  at  that  end  of  the  town  leading  to  Oxon,  many  > 
came  out  of  tlieir  beds  into  the  market-place  without  II 
bleta,  whereof  Adj.  General  Pride  was  one,  who  Ibugbi 
thirt.     Some  that  were  quartered  near  the   church  (as, 
TJor'a  honse  where  A.  Wood  then  sojourned,  and  other*,/  ««■. 
JDto  the  church,  (some  with  tbeir  horMa  also,)  and,  going  U>  Mm 
top  of  the  tower,  would  be  peeping  thence  to  see  the  canllWs 
nn  into  the  houses  where  they  ijuartt^od,  to  fetch  away  tbeir 

The  following  passage  in  Mercorins  Rnsticoa  is  possibly  tbf 
euggeration  of  a  party :— "  While  the  Rebels'  army  Isj  tX 
Tbame,  sending  out  partiea,  by  ohuce  thty  lighted  apon  mum 
of  the  kinff's  soldiers;  and,  uabngst  others,  there  was  one,  wh^  - 
touched  ia  conscience  for  so  grievous  a  sin  as  lifliog  up  his  han^ 
agaiaat  bia  lawful  soTereiga  the  Lord's  aaointed,  Torsook  the  Re- 
bels' amy,  and  was  entertained  in  his  Majeaty's  pay ;  and,  Mof 
in  their  power,  they  reaolved  instaatly  to  hang  bim.  Nothing 
would  serve  to  bang  bim  on  bul  the  aign-poat  of  Uie  King'' 
Uead,  (now  the  Nag's  Head,)  in  Thame.  After  being  turned  off 
IJ2  for 
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fbr  ftome  time  a  barbarous  villain  stepped  op  to  biniy  ani,  having 
lifted  him  up,  he  turned  the  dying  man's  face  towards  the  King^s 
Read  itself/and  jeeringly  said,  "  Nay,  Sir !  you  must  speak  one 
word  with  the  king  before  you  go.  You  are  blindfold,  ind  be 
cannot  see,  and  by-and-by  you  shall  both  come  down  together/' 

The  chureh  of  Thame  is  a  large  and  handsome  structure,  of  the 
cruciform  description,  and  comprises  a  nave,  two  aisles,  a  ndrth 
and  sooth  transepl,  and  a  chancel.  From  the  intersection  rises 
a  fine  embattled  tower,*  supported  by  four  massy  pillars.  The 
entrance  is  by  a  stone  porch,  ornamented  with  a  canopied  niche, 
now  vacant,  but  which  formerly  contained  a  statue  of  St  Mary, 
to  whom  the  building  is  dedicated.  The  aisles  are  separated  from 
the  nave  by  five  pillars,  forming  as  many  Gothic  arches.  The 
interior,  though  of  noble  proportions,  is  injudiciously  arranged. 
The  pews  are  mean,  and  inconveniently  disposed;  and  several 
irregular  galleries  destroy  the  harmony  of  architectural  eflect 
comprehended  in  the  original  design.  This  church  contains  nn* 
merous  bepulchral  memorials  of  families  once  important  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Among  these  the  following  demand  notice :  in- 
arched, beneath  a  window  of  the  north  transept,  is  the  grey 
marble  tomb  of  Geoifrey  Dormer,  whose  epitaph  states  that  he 
waa  a  merchant  of  the  istaple  of  the  town  of  ("alais,  and  his  two 
wives.  On  the  upper  stone  are  the  efB^ies,  in  brass,  of  the  three 
persons  interred.  Under  the  one  wife  arc  five  sons  and  eight 
daughters ;  and  under  the  second  are  seven  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ter!. Over  the  head  of  the  first  wife  are  the  arms  of  the  staple 
ef  Calais.  Over  that  of  the  second  three  fieurs  de  lys.  At  the 
(bet  of  the  first  wife  is  a  monogram.  This  Geoffrey  Dormer  re- 
aided  in  a  mansion  at  Thame,  not  taken  down  till  the  yeat  1802, 
farmed  Plaoe-house ;  and  from  him  descended  the  various  families 
of  Dormer,  who  formerly  resided  in  this  county  and  in  Bucking- 
haiiahire. 

In  the  south  transept,  called  Quatremain*s  Aisle,  are  two  an- 
cient 

f  On  the  tower  is  the  date  1138,  tUe  year  iu  whicb  the  neighboaring 
albey  w«t  erected. 


cient  tombs  of  the  (araiiy  of  QualrdQain,  «ha  fortnerly  ] 
Gonsiilerable  property  in  Tiiaoie,  nod  beveraL  neiglilai 
rishes.  One  of  these  is  composed  entirely  of  dark  t;rey 
with  plain  sides.  On  Ibe  upper  stone  were  formeily  th 
of  two  men  in  ariuoiir,  with  swords  and  spurs,  and  two 
totfether  with  several  coal^  of  arms.  Round  the  verge 
iuscriptioii.  Host  of  these  brasses  are  now  torn  n«ay  ai 
but  thoy  wi^re  perfect  ia  the  Heveuteeiitji  century  ;  and,, 
Wood  has  preserved  the  whole  of  the  ioHcripLioii,  from 
Appears  thut  the  moiiumcat  was  erected  to  Thomas  Qua 
of  North  Wtfilon,  Katherine  his  wife,  (descended  fro d  i 
»r  Eolbcr&eld,)  acid  Thomas,  their  son,     Tlie  dalu  w«> 

The  second  tomb  is  more  perfect.     The  slab  is  of  a 
marble,,  and  the  iiidcs  of  freestone,  well  adorned  with  Uoil 
On  the  lop  arc  the  cdigies  of  two  men  (the  one  of  a  youtui 
racier]  aud  a  ^oniaii.     The  neo  are  iu  rich  armour,  with, 
%ud  spu/K ;  UD  the  verge  of  the  stooe  i»  the  following  i 


ffCMtynlKlb/tbtiiowbutoiMlbroii  ' 

Hiehird  ^jatremayTie,  Squicr,  and  Sibil  bis  wib,  tliat  lie  ken 
Th»t  wiih  Tojal  Prineo  n(  Connccl  w»  Irat  sad  wiie  ftmid, 
Tq  Kc>Mtd  ^tka  of  York,  and  iftcr  with  hi*  Moe,  Kyn^  Edward  ttw  iflttH 

:^t  fbgiidiiJiolbeChBrch  of  Tarns  a  Chanuia,  VI  pore  man  aodaFraMiait^ 
In  die  wmibip  o(  Si.  Tiiitofcr  is  be  relieved  in  Ferpefuity.  _  .  ,     .  ? 

Tliej  iliaiodheir  AInj)  for  ih«  lowJoapalcnMiKr  ladaMdaroutlyirail 

■■•»!''  _    "  '  '',-; 

Orhol;  Fadurt  ii  punted  ihein  p  don  of  daya  fony,  alwej. 

Which  Richard  mnd  Sibill  out  of  thii  warlde  panid  in  ibe  "  * 

YcrreloDcLoid  UCX;CCLX.    UpanlheirM*lci   -  ''-'■t 

Jhu  t>a*c  laeicy  alwj.  /"^n 

There  were  Rwoy-  coats  npon  tbe  tomb,  only  a  (e«  of  whieli 

now  remain.*     The  chantry  foDiided  by  the  above  Richard  Qu- 

up  tremyiM 

>  The  Tsalt  bcprath  wu  lately  iupecled,  and  »u  found  »  conltin  aolf 
a  heap  of  rabbith  and  bom%  pilpd  in  oqa  sBtoM. 


I 
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treroayne  «u  Id  this  tnnscpt.  In  the  soulh  Mst  corner  ti  a  ~ 
stone  ligure  of  SL  Chmtopher,  and  below  is  n  small  niche.  The 
slur  at  which  maMcs  were  pfrforoicd  for  Ihe  snuls  of  the  founileT 
snJ  his  family,  wor,  probably,  uniier.  No  remains  of  Iht:  hocpi- 
til,  in  which,  accnrdinir  to  the  epitaph,  a  brolhcrliood  were  to 
he  "  relieved  in  perputiiity"  could  be  seen  even  in  Camdea'a 
time. 

The  lancet  windows  of  the  chancel  evince  its  antiquity.  On 
Ihe  outer  aide  ia  n  carving.  In  iitotke,  of  the  arma  of  Adrian  Bar- 
wtK,  prebendary  of  Thame  in  1480,  who  probably  repaired  and 
omanieuted  this  part  of  the  struclnre.  The  interior  of  the  chan- 
cel was  repaired  by  Lord  Viscount  Weymouth,  the  impropriator, 
in  1707.  The  principal  monument  here  is  that  of  John  Lord 
Williams,  of  Thame.  On  this  very  rich  altar-tomb  of  marble 
arc  recumbent  ligiires  of  his  lordship  and  his  first  wife,  their  headi 
reposing  on  cushions,  and,  contrary  to  the  usual  cuiitom,  tutned 
to  the  west.  At  the  feet  of  the  msn  is  a  greyhound  ;  at  those 
of  the  Indy  in  a  unicorn.  The  sides  are  abundantly  adorned  with 
the  qnarterings  of  his  own,  aud  the  diRercot  (amilies  with  which 
lie  was  connected.* 

On  Ihe  south  side  of  the  chancel  is  the  monument  of  Sir  John 
Clerlte,  of  North  Weston,  who  died  on  the  5th  of  April,  1539. 
There  is  an  eRigy,  in  brass,  of  the  deceased,  kneeling;  and,  by 
an  inv/ription  belnw,  he  is  described  as  having  "  taken  prisoner 
Lnuys  of  Orleans.  Duke  of  Lonyueville,  &:c.  on  the  16th  of  Au- 
gust, in  the  5lh  yer  of  the  reigne  of  the  noble  and  victorioM 
Kinif  Henry  VIIE." 

The  arms  of  Lord  Weymouth,  who  repaired  the  chancel  in 
1707,  are  placed  in  stained  glass  in  the  east  window.  There  ate 
now  no  other  arms  in  any  of  the  windows  ;  hut  A,  Wood  has  prc- 
kcrved  an  account  of  many  existing  when  lie  examined  the  church 

(oT  the  patp»it  of  ki:cpiug 
nideni  bequejl  hm  prorcd 
1 1  a  circuiDiilanee  ihe  ni 


■  Li»d  VViltiimi  Isfl  eiehi  tMIJingi  n>i 
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left  vicarage  endowed,  and  has  annexed  to  it  the  ehnrcties, 
or  cbapelx,  of  TcUworth  and  Sydeiihnm  in  this  county,  and  that 
ofTowerBey  in  liiicks. 

A  little  sDulh-weHl  of  the  church  are  the  remains  of  the  Pre- 
bendal-house  of  Thame.  The  tithis  uf  tiiia  parish,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  other  iiurishes  whose  churches  are  aiinejcerl,  were  in 
the  haads  of  the  iMsliops  uf  Ltocohi,  hy  one  of  whoni  they  were 
l^rairied  to  the  nhbey  «f  Eyuiliun,  bat  remahied  with  that  abbej 
only  a  sltert  time,  for  the  validity  of  the  grant  being  <iues- 
tioned  by  a  sacceedliig  hiahop,  the  abbey  accepted  oiher  property 
in  lieu  of  them;  and,  in  li4l.  Bishop  Grostehead  erected  a  pre* 
bend  in  tlie  church  of  Tliame,  niid  endowed  it  wHh  the  imprepria^ 
lion  and  advowion  of  that  chnrch.  This  prebend  was  annexed  to 
the  cathedral  of  l.inculu,  and  so  continued  tiH  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  when  it  was  surrendered  by  tieorsie  Meneage,  the  last 
prebendary,  to  the  crown.  The  value  was  then  821.  12s.  3d.  It 
was  »ery  shortly  afterwards  Rranted  to  Sir  John  Thynne,  au 
ancestor  «f  the  Marquiti  of  Buth,  and  Lord  Carteret,  in  whose 
family  it  continued  till  178S,  when  it  was  sold  by  the  latter  no- 
bleman to  the  trustees  of  Tliomas  Blackall,  Esq.  and  is  now  the 
properly  of  John  Blackall,  Esq. 

The  remaips  uf  the  prebendal  building  evince  considerable 
former  grandear,  and  consist  of  nearly  three  tsidcs  of  a  quadran- 
gle. Among  other  rooms,  a  large  refectory  is  still  distinguish- 
able. The  uhapel  is  likewise  preservetl,  and  contains  same  traces 
of  Ihealtur.  and  the  stone-Kork  of  a  hnnd^one  Gothic  window. 
On  three  sides  wjis  coustriicted  a  deep  moal.  The  fourth  side 
mat  watered  hy  the  river  Thame.  The  wliole  of  these  fragmen- 
tary bnildings  are  now  used  for  sordid  purposes,  as  appendages  to 
the  piu-sonage  farm. 

By  John  Lord  Williams,  of  Thame,  were  fonnded  a  school, 
once  of  mnch  celebrity,  and  some  alms-houses.  The  liilter  he 
erected  in  his  life-time,  [as  it  is  supposed  on  the  site  of  the  hos- 
pital £auiiJcd  by  Richard  Quatremaiu,)  for  £ve  decayed  trades 
fitei^  aai  one  woiuau,  of  Thome. 

U4  By 
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By  will  be  Tested  in  his  execotors  certain  rMtoriea  and  par- 
Bonagea  in  Bucks  and  Norlbamptonstiire,  to  tind,  and  austoin 
will)  the  profits  tliereof,  a  school m aster  and  uihcr.  Ue  likewise 
bequeathed  some  lands  for  the  augmentation  of  tLe  alms-faoHses, 
oaid  for  other  purpose»,  tendijig  to  beoelit  the  poor  of  the  toon. 
Sliorlly  afler  the  demise  of  the  oolite  testator  his  executors  erected 
the  present  school  and  house  fur  a  master  und  usher;  and,  in  the 
sevr.nleenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  they  selected  the  wardee  ajid 
collei;e  of  St.  Mary  of  Winchester,  Oxford,  (New  College,)  ta  be 
Utwtees  of  tlic  eslahtishment,  and  to  apply  the  reota  according; 
to  the  intention  of  his  lordship.  From  the  inoonK,  then  amoaut- 
ini[  to  571.  2b.  6d.  the  stipend  of  261,  ISs.  4d.  was  appropriat«<) 
to  the  master,  aiid  131.  6s.  8d.  to  the  ut>her.  I'he  annual  auui  of 
71.  4s,  Ud.  was  given  to  the  alms-men,  and  a  further  aum  to  pro- 
vide them  annually  with  a  cloak  or  gown  each,  which  was  to  be 

I  of  lyon  lawny  cinth,  of  Reading  manufaclure,  of  6s.  8d.  the  broad 
yard.  1'o  the  deed  of  conveyance  in  annexed  am  ordination,  or 
compnsition,  na  it  ia  there  called,  regulating  Ibe  electiou  of  the 
maslcT  and  tinher,  and  the  education  of  the  pupils,     lu  rcapect  to 

,    the  Inttu',  all  children  misht  atlend  the  school,  on  llie  payment 

,  of  crrlatn  small  bums,  from  which  the  founder's  kin,  the  children 
of  Ilia  lAiiaiils,  and  tliose  of  the  iuhabitanls  of  Tharac,  are  cx- 

.  cmpttd.  The  college,  on  a  vacancy,  QomiimUe  two  peraona, 
who  must  bo  gradualea  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  to  the  Earl 
t){  AI>in(;<ton,  who,  as  heir  of  Henry  Lord  Norrcya,  (who  nar^ 
riud  the  daughter  of  Lord  Williams,)  hiw  the  appointment  of  th« 
maalef. 

Thv  hDus«  ia  a  larger  and  handsome  building,  aitaatcd  near  the 
oburch,  aud  the  school-ioom  ia  of  noble  dimensions,  and  of  very 
appropriate  furm.  Through  the  vrbole  uf  the  ^veuleenlh  century 
this  tiatablialiment  uaiutaiaed  a  high  cbaraotfr,  and  afforded  edn. 
cutiun  to  some  of  the  moat  distinguiahwl  youth  in  the  ueigbhou 
bood,*     But  ibe  career  of  its  prosperity  is  now  at  a  pause.     The 


inj  H'uod,  jpeaking  of  his  school  diji,  hjj,  tte  in 
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Iter  bu  Eunk  into  age  aod  iofirmUy :  tbe  acbool-fbnnH  ace  en- 
tirely vacniitt  but  tlie  Liuilding  U  yet  iu  exccllLut  prestrrvation  j 
and,  tliougli  ttie  ttolsry  he  sniaU,  llie  ittiuexed  opportunities  ap- 
|ieu  80  considerable,  lltat,  probulily,  a  race  yet  uobora  uiay  rt^tore 
tke  iH:iiiin»ry  lo  ilx  uncieiit  limtfe. 

Tberc  is  likewise  s  Cbarity-iivliool  of  a  more  humble  descnp- 

.  tion,  estmbliiibeil  from  tbe  benv'.itlioax  of  Muiitague,  sevond  Earl 

frf  Abingitun  ;  Mr.  Wonlastou,  lute  an  aputliccary  of  Tlmme ;  and 

Mr.  Matthew  Creva.     Tbe  united  revenuea  produci:  si  uuck  ns 

-  SfiL  per  avnum :  aud  the  number  of  boys  iiistriK'ted  ia  twenty- 
fiTC^  The  town  bas  also  tlie  benefit  of  otber  cbarities,  arising 
from  Ibc  rents  uiil  interest  of  various  beneractioni,  the  revenues 

•  of  wlikh  -.m  iljolribuled,  act-ordtng  to  tlie  wills  of  tb«  respective 
,  ioDacB,  in  bread,  clothe*,  and  in  lli«  apprenticing  of  poor  cbiU 

■  dreu.  Tbesti,'in  the  wbule.  aniuiiat  to  about  1001.  per  annum. 

The  Market-place  of  Thame  is  desirably  commodious;  but 
the  market- bouse,  or  town-boll,  is  unly  an  indilferciit  building;. 
Thame  has  a  weekly  market,  and  two  aimnal  fairs.     The  formtr 

-  ia  held  on  Tuesday,  and  considerable  qiiaiititiea  of  ci>ra  by  sam- 
ple, together  with  large  numbers  of  cattle,  are  sold  at  it.  This 
market  paaaesses  »ome  antiquity ;  fur  we  (ind  that  tbe  prior  of 
RoflurdwM  restrained,  in  130^,  from  holding  a  market  at  Uaddcn- 

-  Iian,  tlie  ailjoining  parish  in  Buckinghamshire,  to  tliK  prejudice  of 
'  that  of  Tliame.    Tbe  chief  fair  is  on  Old  Michaelmas-Day,  for  the 

■  aale  of  homes  and  cnttle,  aud  the  hiring  of  aL'rvanta. 

-  Tho  nniiihor  of  bouses  is  4-'i9.  .The  population,  in  IbO). 
amounted  to  2293;  and,  in  IHil,  it  nas  returned  at  23I2».     Of     - 

'   thi*  population  it  is  an   alurriiing  liict  that   1300  are  paupers, 

.  »nd  actually  receive  relief  frojn  the  parish  !     I'bcre  ia  a  work- 

>  faouM  capable  of  containing  froin  sixty  to  seventy  persona,  pari 

«f  tthioh  was  formerly  a  county  bridewell,  aud  was  purchased  by 

the 


e  kind  to  iho  PurliBiDentorian  iliKii  tbe  toys) 
"  liieir  (cquaiDltnce  widi  ihe  InfraliJiliyt  mid 
licil  and  fictiaut  fimUiei,  who,  white  yoongi 


I 


(<met,  wliicli  I 
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tbo  pftrisli  >n  1790.  Bui  the  whole  ii  by  no  meanii  a€kple3  fir 
the  pnrpoGf ,  either  in  situation  or  extent  of  ground,  though  great 
cart:  and  Judgrment  are  exercised  by  the  siiperiHtcndant.  Th« 
greater  part  of  the  relief  is  co n He qnently  granted  ontofthe  house; 
anil,  by  the  return  of  the  ercpenses  attending  the  maintenance  «f 
the  poor  in  I8II,  those  of  this  parish  amounted  to  36861.  a  ana 
eiceeding  the  expenditure  of  any  other  parish  iu  the  connly.* 

There  is  no  manufacture  carried  on  here,  escept  a  little  laocu 
wlii«h  is  of  an  indifferent  fobric,  and  mndo  by  women  and  chtlilren; 
the  great  bulk'of  the  poor  have,  therefore,  no  employment  except  . 
Ihatof  husbandry.  Among  other  oppressive  disadvantage*,  TliooM 
Hiiniers  mncb  from  a  want  of  firing.  A  few  years  back  the  to'wn 
and  neigh b^nrliood  were  chivvy  supplied  with  fuel  from  the  beech 
wuods  of  the  Chiltern  Hills:  but  this  was  a  source  not  calculated 
for  long  duration.  Since  the  Oxford  and  Coventry  Canal  baa 
been  formed,  coals  are  obtained  from  Oxford ;  but  tbey  an  pro- 
eared  at  a  heavy  expense,  owiug  tu  the  necessity  of  Ihirteea 
miles  of  land  carriage.  They  arc  now  (March,  1613,}  Ss.  9d, 
per  handred,  A  canal  to  croaa  tliis  part  of  the  country  appears 
essential  to  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  the  neighbourhood.  A 
line  was  surveyed  in  1310,  to  unite  tJie  Berl(s  and  Wilts  canal  at 
Abingdon  with  the  Gmud  Junction  at  Hanworth,  above  Ayles- 
bury. But  several  powerful  interests  apprehended  partial  injnry; 
and  the  scheme,  so  fertile  in  promise  of  extensive  henedt,  ■ 
cousequently  defeated.  The  town  is,  at  prcicnt,  a  depot  for  prir  ■ 
eoners  of  war  an  parole.  -For  tbo  last  eiijhl  years  about  170  | 
bavensnally  resided  here. 

Ja  the  first  year  of  Queen  Uary  Sir  John  Williams,    KnL  i 
lard  chamberlain  to  that  ijueeu,  was  created  Baron  of  Thame: 
but  the  title  expired  in  his  person,  as  he  died  without  male  U 

leaving 


>l  J  ft,  will  be  npwatdi  «f 
1  laodly  fat  ignie  ittoim*-     ' 
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leAvinE;  two  daughters,  who  married  into  tbe  families  of  Noma 
taiA  Wen  man. 

In  tlie  town  ofTliamc  were  born*  George  Etherydge,  a  pbysi- 
cUq  of  »}mi;  nutc;  and  tbat  threat  ornanieat  of  jurisprudence,  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt. 

Geori^e  Elherydgt  studied  at  Corpus  Cliristi  College,  Oxford, 
ud  was  admitted  a  fellow  of  Ibat  society  in  the  jear  1339.  He 
iras  alkrrwards  appointed  king's  professor  of  Greek  ;  but,  in  tbc 
reig'D  of  Elizubeth,  waii  ejected  on  account  of  hiii  religious  opi- 
BioDS.  lie  then  practised  as  a  physician  at  Oxford,  and  likewise 
■nperiu tended  the  education  of  several  young  gentlemen,  the  sana 
of  Catiiotica.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  taste  as  well  aa 
(^learning:;  for  there  are  some  musical  compositions  and  Latin 
poems  by  him  still  extant  is  maDuacript.     Etherydge  died  abont 

Sir  John  Holt  was  born  in  l€'12.  After  passing  same  yeara  at 
Abingdon  school,  he  became  a  gentleman  coromouer  of  Oriel  Col- 
kge,  Oxford ;  aod,  in  1658,  entered  of  Gray's  Inn.  When  called 
to  the  bar,  he  applied  with  so  much  industry  to  the  study  of  tho 
common  law,  that  he  soon  became  one  of  tbe  most  eminent  bar- 
filters  of  tbat  era.  As  a  proof  of  which  it  may  be  siiiBcieut  to 
obaerve,  tbat  when  tbe  Earl  of  Danby  was,  in  the  year  1678, 
impeached  in  Parliament,  the  Lords  named  Holt  as  one  of  hia 
Couusel  ;  but  tbe  whole  nomination  of  the  Lords  wna  prohibited 
by  the  Commons,  in  a  vote  wliich  was  posted  round  Westmintter- 
Hktl  and  the  Parliament' House. 

In  16Ud  he  received  Ibe  distinction  of  knigfathood  from  Jamea 
IL  and  was  made  recorder  of  the  city  of  London.  He  held  thia 
Mtuation  for  abont  a  year  and  a  half,  and  forfeited  it  because  he 
would  not  expound  a  particular  law  according  to  the  wiah  of^  the 

^>ng. 

'  Ii  iMj  be  obMTieil,  that  /mri  FIgg,  noted  lor  hii  public  eibibitino* 
■hh  tbc  broad  iword  at  iIm  isrlj  part  of  ihs  laiE  eenlury,  vai  likewiie  • 
lalivc  at  Tbamc.  A  huaioacBU)  account  ot  JiiacihibitioDaia  giren  bj  Addt> 
■IB,  md  his  portrait  i)  lo  be  Mcu  b  the  leGaad  plate  uf  tbeBake'iF(0|r«t^ 
bjQoganli. 
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cated  to  St.  MarT,  July  21,  1I38*  Tlit  taitaka  retained  tWif 
Uiids  in  OUiogdoii,  and  received  verj-  consideraHe  aa(;riHntatL(iu 
from  fresli  benefactors,  *hteli  were  confirmed  to  Ihetn  by  bctlivI 
nyaX  chartere  and  Papal  bnlls.  At  llie  Dissolution  the  society 
GOOBislfid  of  an  abbot  and  sixt«en  monks.  Tlie  annual  revenac^ 
according  to  Tanner,  was  2-361.  I4s.  7d.  Tlie  abbey,  wilh  the 
whole  of  its  posaei>t.jons,  was  surrendered  to  the  Crown  in  tKe  3lrt 
of  Henry  Vlll.  by  Robert  Kyiig,  the  last  abbot,  who.  for  hisrvady' 
complisnce,  was,  on  the  creation  of  the  sec  of  Oxford,  aamcd  iti 
first  bishop, 

In  the  reipi  of  Edward  VI.  the  abbey,  park,  and  lands,  vera 
given  to  the  Protector  Somerset  j  but,  on  his  disgrace,  cominf 
again  to  the  Crown,  Sir  John  (afterwards  Lord)  Williama  ol^ 
taioed  them,  with  the  other  abbey  eslales  in  the  manors  of  More- 
loD,  Attingdon,  and  Sydenham.  From  l^rd  Williams  they  otnM 
to  bis  daughter  Isabel  who  mairied  Sir  Francis  Wenman,  an  aa- 
cestor  of  I.nrd  Viscount  Wenman,  in  whoae  family  they  now  rft-' 
main.  On  the  death  of  the  late  I«rd  Wenman,  in  1)^00,  with* 
out  issue,  these  estates  desceinled  to  hia  nephew,  William  Ricliaid 
Wykham,  Esij.  whose  daughter  and  heir  is  the  present  owner. 

On  the  sit«  of  a  pnrt  of  the  abbey  the  present  mansion- hooM 
was  erected  by  Philip,  the  father  of  the  late  Lord  Wenman.  Tbt 
building  is  of  sUme,  and  has  in  front  a  handsome  flight  of  steps, 
with  two  ascents.  In  the  centre  is  a  pediment,  on  the  tympannn 
of  which  are  placed  the  arms  of  Wenman.  Considerable  frag- 
ments of  the  abbey  still  reraain,  and  these  are  protected  tiid  ad- 
joined by  the  modern  elevation.     In  pictorial  beauty  tbey  amply 

repay 

•  itccofiJIng  (0  Willinni  of  Newburgh,  ■■  quoled  by  CiiiudPli,  the  Biili«p 
TBiiril  lliii  moiiBitprj  "  tu  wipe  utf  tlie  udiuni  wliicli  he  had  coiiliacltd  bj 
hii  eilnvagBnco  in  building  csillet."  llul  liis  titilc  for  aKhitecinrc  had  noC 
been  preTJously  conRued  to  ciblellsted  nrrDCtarei.  In  Jilt,  1«  rcliaill  tba 
CBLhedral  nf  Lincohi,  wbicli  lind  been  coiiiiimed  by  lirr.  Ilii  riletiut*' 
generoiiiy  ubwiiied  bim  the  naiae  of  AUimdtr  itc  brncvolfHi.  'Jlic  ciMle» 
etecled  by  ibi)  bitbup  ticie  llioic  ot  Baiiburj',  £li-atoid,  and  KewiiL  lie  tlied 
In  HIT. 
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^He,  tiy  viflub  df  an  orJer  or  the  House  of  Comfflons,  for  ran- 
tenpt  of  that  hoiifie,  in  commencin;!;  s  prusecutinn  ii^aiint  tlM 
Constables  of  A^  leabury,  ■whn  had  refasei]  to  allow  Futy'e  vote  tH 
jui  election.  Holt  ai^ued  in  favour  of  the  prisoncTK,  in  opposition 
to  the  three  oilier  juign,  and  unmoveil  by  the  influence  of  the 
court 

In  the  fourteenth  iiunif)cr  of  the  Tatler  8leelc  has  thns  con- 
tshely  drawn  the  character  of  Sir  John  Holt,  und^r  the  name  of 
Verus  :  "  He  was  a  man  of  profound  knowleil£;('  of  the  hw»  of  hhi 
coQDtry,  anil  asjustan  obiicrvcr  of  them  in  tils  own  person.  He 
euteidered  justice  as  a  cardinal  virtue,  not  as  a  trade  fur  mainte- 
tUOMe,  Wberercr  he  was  judge  he  never  fnrgot  that  he  was  also 
eituliel." 

Ht«  lordship  Bat  in  conrt  for  the  Iiut  Lime  Fehnnry  9,  ITWi, 
Wid  died  on  the  Qtli  of  March  following.  He  ten  only  one  worl 
in  print,  and  tliis  is  inlilnliN),  "  A  Report  of  divers  Cases  ia 
Pleas  of  the  Crown,  adjudu^cd  and  determined  in  the  feigii  of 
"Hie  late  Kiu;,^  Charles  II.  with  Directions  for  Jnsticcs  of  the 
"Peace,  &c." 

In  TltAiHE  P.iKK,  about  a  milr  distant  from  the  town,  stood  an 
'dtbey  of  some  importance.  Sir  Robert  Qai,  or  Gait,  lerd  of'tlM 
•nor  of  Hampton,  (since  term eil  Hampton  Gay,]  being  postened 
of  ft  fourth  part  of  the  village  of  Ottington,  or  Oddington,  in 
Oxfordshire;  and,  bavin;;  <Atained  pennisaion  frotn  thekbbottif 
"WtveHey  in  Sorrey,  the  first  bonse  of  the  Cistercian  order  fu 
En^and,  founded  an  abbey  at  Ottingdon,  to  which  he  gave'  Ure 
kUae  of  Olterley,  {mm  an  adjacent  wood,  »d  endowed  it  wWi 
liiids  in  that  village.  Waverlcy  supplied  it  with  its  first  monks ; 
but  these,  not  liking  the  situation,  froin  its  nnwbolesome  conti- 
gnity  to  the  flats  of  Otmoor,  before  the  building  was  completed 
aoDgbt  for  a  more  favourable  spot;  and,  finding  a  pstron  in  Alex- 
ander, the  munificent  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  he  removed  then  to  Ui 
paA  near  Thame,  which  he  bestowed  on  the  new  saciety,"«ad 
erected  for  their  reception  an  abbej-,  the  church  of  which  he  dedi- 
cate 
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■mall  CDDtiguous  chapel  was  taken  dowu  within  Ibe  last  tnentf 

The  Tillage  or  Great  Milton  tk  ntnated  on  anemineDce,  mi 
obtains  from  that  rircumstaiice  a  clean  aud  cheerful  aspect.  l«> 
land  observes  that  there  was  here,  "  many  yerts  ayna ;  aa  trt 
heard  say,  a  priore  or  moiikeB,  i  selle,  an  one  tuld  him,  to  Abbtngu ' 
don.  The  hodse  of  the  priore  was,  by  likelihood,  irher  the  f«ri> 
Bier's  house  is  now,  hard  by  the  chirch  yard,  for  ther  appear 
fundations  of  ^at  boildlDgs."  This  priory  was  granied  U 
Richard  de  tenches,  and  is  a  prebend  of  Linroln. 

In  Great  Miltan  charch  is  a  black  morhle  tablet,  erected  to  Ihs 
memory  of  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Wilkinson,  late  wife  to  Dr.  Henry  Wil- 
kinson, jiriDciiial  of  Magdalen  Hall.  Oxford.  8fae  died  Decern^ 
ber  9, 1664.     After  a  long  and  quaint  interiplion  are  theae  Itnea: 

"•**    ■  Here  lye  motlier  end  hihr,  both  wiihom  tin*. 

'4M<»  ■  -       TIul  biftli  oill  make  h«  and  her  infsiil,  iwuii. 

~fnt  ragister  of  this  parish  cammeoccs  in  I5d0. 
At  Little  AIiltox  whs  found  Hti  ancient  British  coin,  of  whicli 
Dr.  Plot  bus  ^ivpii  an  engravini;  in  the  Natural  Hi&lory  of  thai 
county,  "  adorned  Vritb  two  faces  on  the  obverse,  and  an  ill- 
■hapea  bon^c,  «itli  a  wheel  beneath  him,  on  the  reverse."  Thii 
.Dr.  Plot  Kupposeij  to  be  a  coin  nf  "  Pranntn^'us,  KJiig  of  the  Iceni, 
mentioned  by  Tacitus ;  and  the  ^'round  of  ibis  coujf-cture  he  lakes 
from  the  reverse  of  Uie  horse  and  wheel  under  hiui,  most  tioiM 
foond  on  the  coins  of  Boadicca  (Queen  of  the  above  Prssutagns) 
ithcfo  her  nami?  is  stamped  on  Lbem.  The  horiie  and  wheel,  per- 
kapa,  ifitiiuated  the  great  stren^h  of  Ihe  nation  to  lie  in  thiur 
«ar-chariota ;  or,  hating  by  this  Lime  learned  of  the  Roinans  Ihe 
ltec«S8ity  and  ronvtniente  of  making  militaiy  ways  and  other 
paasngcB  for  caniages  tlirough  tho  woods  and  marshy  ground*, 
the  horse  and  wheel  might  be  put  on  Ihu  coin  ia  meinory  of  Uut 

LEWKNOR 
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jSiBB  the  bundred  of  Thame  on  the  soiith-eaat,  and  is  partly  in 
the  Chillem  division.  Much  beech  >food  prevails  among  tfafl 
billi.  The  lowlanda  were,  till  lately,  in  a  ruder  slate  tlian  i* 
nanal  in  this  couiily  ;  but  several  inclosurea  have  recently  takes 
place,  which  prifmiae  equal  advantage  to  the  aspect  and  reaonrces 
of  the  district.  The  aoil  is  various,  hut  generally  produdirti 
The  Ik^neild  Street  enters  near  the  village  of  Chinnor,  and 
marki,  as  it  proceeds,  the  com  men  cement  of  the  Cbiltern  deva- 

Lewlcnor  hundred  does  not  possess  any  market  town,  and  con- 
sists of  the  following  parishes  and  libeitii  t :  Admtll;  Aitoii-Iiow' 
ant;  BritieeU-ialome ;  Clialford ;  Chinnor;  CfowfU ;  Em* 
Mtngton:  lienton;  Kingston-blounl :  i> ir^ nor,  with  Lew Icnor- 
up-hill ;  Postcomb  :   Sydenham,  and  Stokm-c/mrch. 

The  money  raised  for  the  poor,  in  the  year  1803,  ww 
42301.  5b.  lOd.  mating  ia  average  of  bU  ihillings  and  twopenn 
halfpenny  in  the  pound. 

Lewkkor,  \chich  aifords  a  name  to  this  division,  is  a  pleaaim 
*nitge  St  the  hate  of  the  Chillein  hills,  composed  of  a  condiderv  J 
ble  number  of  decent  peasaDta'  cottages,  intermingled  with  s 
agricultural  abodes  of  a  better  order.  At  a  farm  called  StiiA^ 
d«ridge,  in  Lewknor  parish,  some  workmen  digging  the  foundito  J 
tioD  of  an  ont-house,  in  173$,  found  broad  gold  pieces  of  James  I. 
arid  Charles  I.  to  the  amount  of  one  hnodred  pounds,  buried  in 
an  esrlheo  p«l.  Aproof  ot  llic  dismay  spread  through  theie  rurfcl 
precincts  by  the  horrors  of  the  civil  war. 

Near  I«wknnr  taNelhercot,  the  seat  of  Edward  Jodrell,  Esq.*, 
a  apacious  brick  building,  but  placed  on  n  low  and  marshy  spot. 
Mr.  Jodrell'a  fdmily  have  long  possessed  considerable  property  la 

Vol.  Xn.  X  LewknW  j 

*  Milked  inUnliiivrKntiuIhereiidCBce of  Rictaud  Paul  Jo«b«l^  Sa^. 
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l,n«knor  parisli,  wliiolt  c&me  by  an  intermarriage  «itht1ie  funily 
of  Rolls. 

Stoken  CHtiHCH,  The  word  Slokeh.  perhaps,  niore  Trequentlj 
found  tliaii  any  other  to  form,  or  to  assist  in  foroiiug,  the  nams 
of  a  villngc ;  and  titrrally  means,  according  lo  Gibson,  a  atock, 
or  li>5,  of  wood.  Tliis  tlmvntioii  may  uaturally  be  Bupposed  to 
allude  to  the  Sist  conittructiona  of  the  habitations  iu  a  vilbge 
^itiiatod,  as  is  this,  on  the  summit  uf  the  Chillern  hilU,  and  for< 
inerly  sarroundcd  by  thick  woods.  The  word  church  was  fre- 
>|Ui?nlly  appended  to  the  name  of  a  place,  before  each  parochial 
divLWoii  possessed  its  sepsrate  religious  edifice. 

The  church  of  this  village  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  on  wlmse  anniversary  there  is  kept  a  wake  or  fair.  Be- 
fore tlic  Giippressiun  of  monasteries  it  belonged  to  the  priory  of 
Wallingford,  a  cell  of  St.  Alhan'a.  The  building  is  composed  , 
«f  a  nave,  north  aisle,  and  diancel.  About  the  middle  of  the 
chancel  there  are  three  steps,  that  lead  to  the  table ;  and,  on  Uie 
south  and  north  walls,  ore  two  stands  for  images,  or  tapers.  On 
'  the  south  side  of  the  altar,  in  tlie  wall,  is  a  ;:eceas  for  th>t  ■«»• , 

titied  water  used  in  bestowinji:  heuedictions. 
'  '  In  the  wall,  at  the  end  of  the  nave,  is  a  square  recess  tlitt 
looks  directly  up  the  chancel.  This  was  probably  designed  far 
the  use  of  gieniteuts,  who,  while  iu  a  stale  of  humiliation,  were 
not  permitted  fully  to  participate  in  all  tJie  offices  of  religion,  but 
nere,  however,  indulged  in  this  near  approach,  where  thej  uigbt 
hear  and  see  the  devotions  of  otliers  *. 

In  the  church  are  buried  two  of  the  family  of  Morley.who  were 
distinguished  in  the  wars  of  £dward  III.  and  Richard  II.  On  the 
north  wall  is  a  tablet  commemorative  of  Bartholomew  Tipping,  . 
Uept.  Aiuuder  of  the  Free  School  at  Stokeu  ehurch,  who  died  in 

The  ancient  custom  of  decorating  graves  with'  flowers,  tli* . 
aymbols  of  fleeting  mortality  I  has  almost  passed  from  reeojleclioa 
in  tills  country,  and  is  rapidly  disappearing  in  most  parts  of 

Walwi 

■  MS.  bj  d«  U  FicU,  iu  Bod.  Lib. 


M^im;  'hit4>B6  Vmaum  SleveM(  0'^^m4ki*Bffbi^WdM,mh€Aiei 
tetiedhi ike  clrar«b-y»rd oltliwi4Ba9«i^Wlftrtq«est tliii tA0mm 
'itmM  mniittaHy  dren^bi«  ^giai*  wkb  ft»v«r»  im  IImt  reoititM*  M 
flt^Bettr's  (tfaei'VialM)  day  ;4ad  tkfp  gtyart  wanwtftinliy  fM- 

«  Itappeors ibal  thrffaettceof prtaflliiBg  by ih^kom^hmmt^ 
^miBd  it  tkM  pwkli  «H  aHer  tlie  year  1669  ^  Ibr  iatlMi<itwtfHl 
^iftdeiiVicimtl  fbr  IhM  year  ii  this  sitkito :  •«  Far  meniiiig^lM 
^Inonra  Glaaa;  9a^.  6d.^^  *»   '  ♦         -      -r^ 

-^  blBtakaa  obiireh  Hkftte  tebool^  Ibrndad-  by  '^  BartM0aii# 
9ifphigi  QenI/'  wh^l^afflhed'4H^M'f^r'itiiiionilirti^ 
Bient  of  a  master,  and  for  the  |iiir^iea*6f'cl(4liilig  and  Wfftmfiiikng 

.•  ttt  the  year  1250/  4he  sbeek  ef  «•  cMkf «dle  wai  fidC  tM*^ 
«wtllH>wigh  greol  part  of  the  Chilimt  dhrtrlel;  wbieb  MaU^  tuU 
¥lSIMu$  tkt  mora  sarprisiDg,  a«  tlRf  aoil  k  tktJkj,  atM|  ^lefelf 

•J^N^WbPv^v  6^MBa 

^H^flto^vend  imia  were  dtaeorered  by  iome  laboiirera,  fl^K|^ii|^  Htm 
^ftiMMioii^if  a  hevae,  in  1788.  The  urm^  were  abodl  fMtlMi  or 
§kmm  itt  Boiabeis  and  of  diffbrenl  anes  ahdabapea.  IHNI'  laiiftf 
ihan  the  rest  were  in  the  middle,  and  th^^  others- were^placei^ 
oonlbaedly  aronnd.  They  were  composed  of  aoarao-^ay  and 
4  and  contained  black  moold,  or  ashes^  and  seferal  aanill 
Soma  of  these  urns  were  found  within  six  inclM<)f  tbif 

:e^f.' 

Niear  the  Roman  Porhuay,  whioh  .passed  throogb  part  Of 
Makcn  church,  Ofod  probably  led  from  Wyoombe  to  Watlinftoft 
aad  Waltingford,  is  an  elevation,  called  MeacPH  HiU ;  tlie  spot, 
no  donbt,  on  which  one  of  the  beacons  of  the  county  waa  formerly 
piaoedk  The  Portway  joins  with  the  Ikeneild  Street,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stoken  church. 

X  2  WORMSLET, 

•  It  may  be*  here  observei),  that  the  popaltr  saying  of  preaiehiiif;  Vikt  a 
panon  &ter  hh  glatt,  it  f fideotlj  deriTed  l^roiii  ttlS  al^'  ^  twn6,  not  thtt  of 

eihiltrating  liqiivr. 

t  MS.  by  Ds  la  Field. 


vitbthaniil 
>,  oTlfcat 


Th»  Mtmmg  Piamta  at*  fmmi  ia  tke  W4 

HppaffMi,  bifd't-Bcity  MeUia^  like  prianm  imIs;  iVrdbiL 

IfMrf  Icavtil  Helhtwa;  Serapimg  kmg^M^  gwmmdyimm,  wlvle 
t09W«it  UfM,  Helkfcoif^  mi  Triiiamemdmmm^i^ngtm^ 

punoN 

*  Th*  ma>t¥ol»nce  of  partj-liiftorianf  daicmdi  to  the  nott  miiMtc  paiticn* 
Un.    TtM  wfilCffOBtktiftdBof  tbcMWCdMcribsScropesi  Wng  aopenon 
«MB  aoA  Mpnwd.    Oa  tW  cwtnrj,  !>•  k  Field  My^  "  I  kmre  ulkvd 
mnk—mmtlmkMmhm,9Ki4  lliej  afira  tbat  1»wm  s proper  aad bandtoiMi 
imilenitii."  118.  lie. 


PIRTON  HUNDRED 


)  U>  the  Bontli-weat  of  Lewknor,  and  is  di*ide<l  i 
V«qunt  )<arlB  by  tise  IkeneiM  SlKCt.     The  natuml  div 


»rly  into 


«itive  I 


Jtheaniflcial.     To  llie 


lulh-eait  of  llie  Roman  rotd 


isiB  or«hicl>  is  chalk.,  while  on  th« 
iiiparatively  flat,  and  Ihe  mi\  mis* 


Eli  ft  siiccetaion  of  hiUa,  ' 

Pmrth-weBt  the  country 

I  telliineoDS,  but  usually  iuclinii)^  to  a  clay.      In  most  |>)bc 

lilevatioDs  immediately  above  the  Ikeneild  way,  in  its  wbo'e  pro* 

r  fTMs  across  tJib  county,  consist  of  ranges  of  meagre  Down-lauil, 

Pdiiefly  uK(i  as  sheep-walks. 

lundrcd  contain)!  one  marktt  town,  Watlin^on,  and  tiM 

I  farivhcs,  liberties,  and  hnmlets,  of  Asindon  :  Clare;  Gutder  ; 

tCreenJield :    Pirlort,  with  the  liberty  of  Christ  mas   Commou; 

fPiaihiU;  Shirboum;  Slandlti/l;  Stoke-talmagt ;  IVaraiifomb  : 

Smith- Ifetlon;  aud  WUatfkld. 

The  sum  raised  for  the  nw  of  the  poor  in  IB03,  was 
HSS\.  V^%.  3id.  producing  ao  average  of  3».  9d.  in  llie  pound. 
The  town  of  W  ATLiNaTON  is  obseried  by  Plot "  to  be  of  no  •iiiall 
Paatiqnity,  provided  its  age  do  but  answer  its  etymologie ;  for  by 
itsme  it  BteoiB  la  have  been  an  old  British  city,  which,  ac- 
mz  to  Strabo,  were  nothing  cine  but  ii^oves,  fenced  aiwut 
1  trees  cut  down  and  laid  crons  one  another,  within  which 
I  Uiey  built  sheds  both  for  themselves  and  Ibeir  catlk;  which  man- 
r  of  fence  the  SaxonB  after  called  Crafts,  hurdles,  or  Wat- 
t."  At  the  period  of  the  Norman  Survey  the  manor  of  Wat- 
I  Ungtou  (styled  Watetintone  in  Domesday)  was  held  of  the  king 
I  ty  Robert  de  Oitgi,  the  distinguished  favourite  on  whom  Wil- 
I  iiam,  among  other  gifts,  bestowed  the  barony  of  Oxford.  *  The 
X3  estate 


*  H(  wM  ODC  of  ihe  mast  powcrfiil  ni 

I   «ttha  NwDinu  inVQilin,  snd  »ai  niairiec 

t  Walcugeford.      "   Li   llie  eipediii'i: 

I 'knughi  avOT  wiib  liiai  Roger  de  I'cry, 


n  roiwd  to  alBuence  by  Ihr  tiinnipli 
lo  Alditl.,  onlydsuBlirriorWignd 
■guin'l  Englaod  Rabeil  do  Oilgi 
fl'lloW'idvcDtDrcr,  and  iitdip  bro- 
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eatale  »o  heW  is  thus  described  in  tbe  record :  "  Tliere  are  eiglil' 
hides  there.  Land  Iq  e(eveu  ploughs.  Of  litis  land  tlirce  hide* 
itro  inblid,  and  therein  two  plonglis  and  four  liondmrn ;  and 
twenty-lwo  Tillanes,  witli  five  bordnrE,  hive  eletea  {iImj^m.  ■ 
Tliere  arc  two  uiilU  of  lea  Bliillin^s  and  eigiit-poncf.  Thara 
ire  fuur  acres  cf  meadow,  and  eleven  acres  of  |taBture.  WeaJ 
sne  mile  aud  half  long,  and  half  a  wile  broad.  It  vm  wotA 
in  King  Eduard's  time,  and  aderwaidG,  six  pouuds;  now  tex 
poll  u  do." 

.  WatlingtoD  is  a  uniaU  town,  siiuule  bct«eefl  tbe  two  btgk 
ntade  leading  from  London  lo  Oxford,  a»d  distant  abonl  sixUcti 
miles  from  the  latter  city,  and  forty-four  from  llie  netrnp»li« 
The  streets  are  narrow,  and  the  houiics,  with  k  few  exce|ttionB, 
mean  and  ill-bui!t.  *  The  nearest  navigable  Btrcam  Is  »t  th> 
diHtaace'of  six  mites^  a  circumataHce  fatally  sdvuve  to  the 
{■loiperity  of  the  plaoe.  Ttieic  U  no  staple  msDufactura  sf  *ny 
cnnscqiiencc.  The  making  of  lace,  however,  proaib  to  aotiie  ex- 
teitt,  and  forms  the  chief  cmploymait  of  the  labnaring  fciDBlcs. 
There  is  a  scLout  cxprcsaly  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  thia  ia%, 
vliich  is  uiiually  attended  by  fVom  liirty  to  iifty  pupils.  Id  ad- 
dition to  the  remotenCBs  of  water-flonveyance,  the  badness  of  Iht 
net gliboB ring  roads,  wbieh  are,  perhaps,  the  wont  in  the  coant^, 
acli  prejudicially  on  commercial  speculatiou.     But  the  spirit  of 


iher,  for  Ihcy  hid  mDlnilly  engaged  by  usih  lo  be  ihareis  of  tbe  nme  fur- 
tun« ;  and,  according  la  ihi)  eoinpaet,  wbcn  ilie  uid  Rvbetl  de  Oilgi  had  1*0 
bDOoun  given  liloi,  betide  the  Mlate  which  caroe  by  hit  wifr,  lie  freely  p 
ena  of  ihoic  honODii  lo  the  uid  Roger  de  Iiery." — Ken.  Fatoeli.  Astiq. 

*  Tbe  buatea  me  geDcially  built  wilh  brick ;  hiil  many  of  The  inner  f 
lition  walls  are  foriued  by  a  kind  of  wickei-vuik,  tetcmbluig  a  wenU,  ^ 
AnLe  huidle,  aeainst  which  martAr,  oi  mud,  btt  bet'n  Ibrown,  nniil  •  dne 
thJcknCH  wai  acquired.  Tliii  mode  at  building  »ai  iDrmcrly  Dsual  Ihronglt- 
out  the  whale  Cbillera  coualrj,  to  jiroliltc  of  lieech  ;  bnl,  In  tbi>  inMamce,  il 
formt  ■  cUTioua  caintidenco  wiib  ilie  nnnie  of  the  town.  Tim  more  ancleni 
part  el'  Watlington  (of  which  no  fiagineul  now  rrmaini^  wai  on  tha  iiortli  tide 
of  ibe  cliurch  ;  and  il  luay  be  obtericd,  t 
llial  diviiioQ  were  L-aiiieJy  compoxtl  of  hi 


il  the  bulldiDgnlaHiakaDdDwnJR 


d 


the  inlialiitants  appeuB  to  be  little  ik[ire(s»l  by  Uicsc  rrpiilsire 
circumsUnccs.  A  bank  has  btcn  eslabjiiilied  williin  Ux^e  bw 
jruraj  aiid  eSoiia  arc  grbiluatiy  inakiiig  to  mUuirtUe  the  chill 
ud  gloomy  as(>ccL  of  tb^  priDci{iiil  avcuuca.  ' 

The    lowu   Htaiids   about  hair  a  mile   ikoilb  by  'wi:«t  of  Uie 

.  JkeneilJ  Strtt^l,  and  u  witercd  on  tlie  eoulli  hide  by  a  brook, 
ming  it)  the  vicinity,  which  now  workx,  wilbin  tho  ilistance  of 
two  uiiLes  and  and  a  half  from  its  souroc,  four  t'orn-niillH.  There' 
is  a  wGukly  market  on  Saturdays,  first  granted  to  Ro(;er  Bigod; 
£ul  of  Norfolk,  in  the  reign  of  Itidiard  I.  But  tliik  market  is 
Uilnly,  tbougb  respectably,  attended  j  and  llic  busuiesii  of  the 
day  is  invariably  cod  ducted  in  the  (larlours  of  tbe  principal  inr. 
There  are,  Iikewii«e,  two  aanual  fuira.  The  magistrstue  hold  n 
petty  sessions  usually  once  in  a  fortiiigiit,  iluring  tke  winter,  but 
in  fiununer  not  eo  often. 

The  manor  of  Watlinglon  was  eiveti  by  Henry  HI.  in  1231,  to 
bis  brolUcr,  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall.     By  Edward  II.  it  wu4 

.  0ntei  »  fee  to  Piers  G&vcatoB.  On  ill*  iJ^gmce  of  (Jc>vc«t^Q 
It  *f^  Kvoted  to  the  Crown,  ami  *m  ji»qt«d  by  Kdntid  U^. 
IfpkKirMicliola*  Da  U  Beck^  who  •UuMd  pormiMMfi,  in  1336, 
to  build  K  tpaciouB  castle,  aonie  troeea  of  wlilcU  were  diacoventble 
aboot  a  ccjUury  hack  *.  The  building  stood  ou  a  ilightly-elc- 
Tated  apot  to  the  Bouth-east  of  the  chaaoel  of  tbe  churofa,  and  It 
nay  yet  be  perceived  that  the  atructure  waa  feicoinpaiaed  by  a 
poat.  J£iQg  Charles  I.  in  Uic  fourtli  yearof  hia  reign,  by  leUcis 
patent  under  the  great  seal,  granted  and  confirmed  th^  aianor  «f 
Watlington  nnto  four  citizeui  of  Loodoa,  who,  in  Ao  foUowiiig 
year  (1629)  sold  it  to  Ediftond  Symeon,  sf.Pyrton,  Sw]-t,BDd 
Thomai  A4eaae,  of  Chalgrove,  Gent  Soob  after  tki^  period  it  be- 
came «o  divided  and  pai;celled  ou^  tltat,  in  the  yw  1904,  there 
were  alMut  .fifty  persous  participating  iq.  tbe  iMBOfial  figbt%; 
and,  previous  to  tbc  enclosure  of  the  parish,  which  took  place  in 
X4  1609. 

■  Jli«linion-i  M59.  Bod.  Lib. 
i>  Whose  dBBBhter  «w  aunied  to  dw  cclebiMtd  HwNpdcn.  > 
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16U9.  the  ehans  of  th«  uaaof  were  sixty-four  and  «  half  la 


P 


In  the  centre  of  the  town  is  the  markrt-hoDM,  a  HubiUatid  j 
brick  building,  erected  by  Tbomss  Stonor,  Em],  in  the  ymr  1664. 
The  same  benefactor,  likewise,  fouodrd,  and  eudaved  with  Lea 
pounds  per  awtum,  a  grammar-school  for  Ua  boys.  According  Is 
the  will  of  the  fouuder  the  master  was  to  be  a  graduate  in  oiw 
of  the  Universities;  but  imperative  circumstances  have  lot^  \ 
caused  this  article  to  be  dispeused  with.  Four  boys  have  b 
added  to  the  origiDal  number,  and  the  whole  are  taught  in  a  ci 
raodious  room  above  the  market- house,  in  which  are,  likewia^ 
held  the  courts  leet  and  barou  of  the  manor. 

The  church  is  a  respectable  ancient  building,  remote  from  the 
main  part  of  the  t«wn  on  the  north-west.  In  the  chaticel  arc 
Several  neat  monuments,  and  the  handsome  buriul-place  of  the 
Home  family.  Sufficient  lands  and  teuemenls  hi\e  been  left  by 
will  for  the  repairs  of  the  church,  without  any  parish  rate  lor  that 
purpose  ;  and  there  have  also  been  considerable  sums  bequeathed 
for  the  use  of  the  poor,  which  are  all  regularly  and  well  applied. 
Previous  tA  the  Rcfurmation,  the  abbot  and  canons  of  Osoey  werO' 
patrons,  to  whom  the  church  was  apptopriated  in  13t>3,  by  the 
Bishop  of  Lincoln.  In  this  perish  waa  formerly  a  chapel,  founded 
by  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Watcooib  ;  but,  on  a  complaint  mad* 
by  the  abbot  and  canons  of  Osney,  Pope  Urban  III.  dissolved  it. 
No  traces  can  now  be  discovered  of  the  site  occupied  by  this 
structure. 

The  register  commences  in  1635.     At  ao  early  period  of  the  * 
RebellioD  the  Rev.  Rutph   Wells,  vicar,  was  ejected  from  the 
living,  and  illegally  kept  out  for  mauy  years  by  the  fanatical 
part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  appear  to  have  constituted  a  consi- 
derable majority.*     During  ibis  time  he  resided  at  Pltidington,  -  ^ 


*  The  fullowing  quMBtion  dia|iUyi  ■  lingutiii  fuicj  nfaich  rook  pi 
sF  HHK  of  iba  Icuii  inlorniecl  iiaiiru  m  die  wvcatcenih  cniury  : — "  M  the  ^ 
favu  of  lVstlia(ioa  I  «w  tulil  of  u  lail  oi  )(i.uiie>  peibapi  nutei  heanl  "ft^^ 


UXFORVSHIRE. 


3U 


I  OxfoHflhire ;  and,  by  the  suffrage  of  tfae  inhabitftotB  of  that 
pUce,  au^jplied  Iheir  cliurcli  until  J(>(J1,  when,  with  the  restora- 
tion of  national  iicood  order,  he  resumed  the  functioaa  of  his  vi- 
c»rw;e.  Many  instaiiceii  of  marriage  by  the  lay  power  occur  from 
16M  to  1657.  Tlie  following  eotrtes  exhibit  the  mode  of  so- 
Ivmoisiii^  these  contracts : 

"  Publication!,  1656. 
pMB.  Oxon. 

"  Pablicntioii  was  made  of  a  marriage  a^eed  upon  be* 
tween  William  Hinde,  of  Wallin^vford,  in  the  county  of 
Berks,  and  Eliiabeth  Clarke,  of  Crowmarah,  Id  the  pa- 

»riih  of  Newnharo,  in  the  county  of  OKford,  in  the  public 
market-place  id  Watlington,  iu  the  county  of  Oxfurd,  three 
several  market-days,  viz.  the  I7lh,24th,  and  dlstday^of 
January,  1636,  and  no  exception  was  made  against  th* 
<ame  intended  murriage." 
un 


"  Memorxudum. 
!oun.  0x0  D. 

'  That  a  marriage  was  solemnized  on  the  two  aai ' 
twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the  ytar  of  our  Lord  God 
one  thousand  six  hundred  fifty  and  six,  at  W.iliiu({loii. 


UiB  world  trefore  ;  vbich,  if  to,  ii  u  itnn^^  ulbo  Ihingilwlf,  for  ona  would 
h»re  thoiighi  lliere  could  bavc  been  nettling  hi  ilxuFd  in  religion  but  whU 
BiHtt  n«U>  luv«  been  embriccd  ilrcady.  Tbcw  by  ilie  re>i  uf  the  people 
are  called  Anainicri,  Tram  tbe  cciemoiiy  whicl)  (b«y  uK  a<  anointing  all 
penoui  before  tliey  attmil  tlieui  inro  their  chuiob,  (oi  which  Ihej  alledga  the 
versei  of  Si,  J*niet,  '  U  ikft  any  lirk  aiHiii|;  jin  (Hhicb,  il  tciim,  they  sc- 
coont  all  pco|iIe  lo  be  bnt  thcDjieUn,)  Iti  liim  caUfw  the  tldert  .fthe  ekunli. 
*Ki  Ut  thempny  »ctr  hin,  anoinlinghiiN  uith  oil,  m  iki  Ham  of  -kt  L"rd,  ohJ 
ikt  prayer  !•/  ftilk  lAsUiBiKthe  lict,  and  tht  Ijird  ihall  ra,ie  Aim  up,  and  if 
ht  havt  etmmittrd  irni  titry  ihaU  btfargiiin  him,' — Which  tUtri  vtamg  Ihent 
■re  lunie  poor  trideimsn  of  the  town,  aud  Ilie  nil  Ihey  uM  tbnl  commonly  lold 
in  the  thopi,  wilb  which  ihe  pnweljle  tieitig  aneared  over,  sod  fired  willi 
leal,  be  jircicnlly  bccumei  a  ne«  light  ol  ilui  churcb." — Nal>  HiM.  p.  W4> 


4 


llMl  •9fpil|ppp||||^ 


said  John  Orj  hath  set  bis  bsaj  JJ^k^MJ^^^Jm 
said.  ,  ,  ^, 

la  the  year  1675,  Ekanor.   tbe  wife  9f  Oeuy  Deroa,  sT 

^  *.     ■      *  •    *  ^-   '.  . .. .        .•■»|u>i<ir  ^  . 

WatUaffUm.  pradnced  ibur  «)uldien  at  a  birla^  a  dicaiastaDoe 
aappoaed  by  hqr  credaloos  ae^jlibpani  to  fwagaosUoKle  a  reneval 
nf  eifil  war.  and  fresh  erils  of  pestileocc.  Tbe  diUdrea  sood 
oied;  and  Dr.  Plot,  who  notices  the  drounstanoe  al  some  leofftb, 
?ery  gravdy  reminds  his  ceader  that  (tbaoM  b6  to  CkM  !)  aei- 
Ibcr  healthy  f^'^^*,  ^^^  plenty,  was  aSected,bjf  the  unasoal  fecon- 
Jity  of  tlieir  parent 

There  are  sereral  institutions  in  this  little  town  whidi  efinoe 
tibe  sctiTe  good  sense  of  the  iahnbitSMta. 

In  the  year  1800  a  Sonday-Bchool  was  established  liir  iastncV 
ing  the  children  of  the  podr.     The  mastcc  and  mistress  are  chosen 
with  scmpnlons  care ;  and  the  whole  b  superintended  by  the 
clergyman  of  the  parisb.f 
*    A  Benefit  Society  was  instituted  ahiong  the  labouring  poor 

* 

and  inferior  tradesmen,  nearly  sixty  years  back ;  and  this  Clqb 
Ims  been  lately  mach  strengthcaed  by  the  addiiioB  of  about  twealf 
lloaorary  members.  Its  leading  objects  are  a  weekly  allowaaee  Is 
Vie  sick  and  the  aged  benefit  members,  tfnd  a  legacy  to  their 
widowa  on  their  deeease.    Besides  monthly   meetings  amonj^ 

isome 

*  TUs  Joan  Ovy  appears  to  have  been  a  fellfflOitger  at  WatHngtuiu 

f  In  tbe  neigboarhood  are  leveral  laadable  eatablishrocDt^  of  tbe  sane 
iiwiiytiaa.  The  cbief  of  theac  meet  at  Wnflinston  oa  tbe  morning  of  Whit- 
TiUMdaf «.  sad  prsceed  to  choicb.  After  bearing  •  loiuble  sermon,  tlie  cbUp 
4t«n  fslsfaia  ppocstiion  lo  thcii  rappectire  perisbes,  wbere  cakes  sod  ale  uf 
<irfiibsts4  fSJiwacdiibr  j^»  of  iBscatircs  to  fotare,  good  condocu 


IfOBllqroCenijryMr,  wfata  hsMi  Hn  *mmM«7  Mid  kcAcAtM*. 

«kM«lt.  Altar  sn  appnrnata  mmmb  they  i«t««  iw  Ultl^ttt 
r^lar  manner  to  the  club-room,  wh«nUn3r4iM«)^e(|av,'«at 

Male,  wu  em  «ore  judioiowlj  flBpUyad  is  «terity  tlMlUt 
fartMred  by  th«  Imiarar;  neoiber*  on  tiiiii  occasion ;  nor  caA  thn 
«yef  iaWbitMta  of  a  tuwn  arer  ap))cv  to  muro  advantage  tham 
Aew  9«HtleifcD  wirile  wslkiacr  kt  tlie  licad  of  a  Iod^  proocatiiiy 
of  iodnstrious  laboaiwat  '*'lK>n  tiiey  aw  acsiBting;  n-ilh  cooomI, 
fatroMge,  and  yecnniaTj  eoBtrikitiun, 

TiM  eMentrio  lati  toUl  out  ttttommi  «f  •  p«Uic«i  awrtl»«»- 
tice : — Robert  Paralow,  ui  inn-keqMr  at  Watlin^n,  im  Hkt  9»- 
veMwmh  eeotwy,  %opMlUHd  «00l.  to  fa«  Ivd  ««l  i*  laiid,^nd 
«b«  lcrt«n»liedUtfaafolUiHlHtl»a''f*"''''  '"■  **  iW<U  »o«»- 
««»«  of  the  ^7  •(  hia  fsMnJ,  (tbo  IMh  W  S**«mber,)  tM 
flhilKagi  to  the  alergyman  far  prencMiiif,  a  awaioa }  te»  ahittm^ 
to  4ko  eltrii  for  totting  tbe  pwt  Ml  Aom  aloe  •'olaok  ^  4to 
Aonlng  tin  aanaet,  sannan  tine  nooptod ;  and  tka  iMwinte  lb 
fc*  MtpendcJ  in  tbe  puTchase  of  OMia  aad  vowaa  for  po*  penona 
of  ttie  town,  who  are  to  attend  Divine  mtvic*  in  thoir  new  ^mc 
•Mnta.  Tbeeo  injunctiona  h»e  raetwitb  aorapuloaa  atlautio»{ 
•lid,  ftoai  the  improred  rent  of  tbe  land,  about  thirty  panani  vitt 
bo  Airniahed  with  a  oomfortable  article  of  drcaa  on  tbe  emoiaf 
anotveraary.  Aocording  to  a  tradition  anoag  the  tomm^poopU, 
a  military  obeat  of  some  tsIim  liad  hem  left  at  thia  im»-kfcp«^ 
lM*a»dnTing  the  aivil  war;  and,  in  Ibe  cobAwmm  nf  the  ttnOM,  it 
rannined  nneUimed.  The  snn  dedicated  to  reiigiwia  aad  «fca- 
liiablo  UM8  they,  therefore,  ctmaider  a  aort  of  Mpiktory  odarinf 
1^  A'eedoms  taken  with  property  to  whisb  lie  posMMod  nn  Icgiti- 
nttte  rl^it 

The   Wealeyan  Methodist*  and  the  Baf tJita  have  eaeh  a  ptaaa   - 
of  woMhipia  the  town;  bat  the  number  of  theaeaoeielieata  com- 
pBTalively.  enall.    Tbe  Uethodiela  were  estaUirited  hert-dnn^ 

tha 
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1^  li&  of  John  Wesley,  who  occaiiicinfilly  preached 
•tretlr.     A  subutaiitial  raeetiag-liaiuie  haa  laUly  been  erected,  but 
not  more  tbftn  thirty  persoiiK  are  in  the  habit  of  attendiog  it.    The 
Bsptista  are  Ecarcely  so  DuinerouB ;  anil  thtir  meetings  are 
til  ft  very  humble  building. 

According  to  the  ebtttr-ict  of  population  returned  to  Parlii 
in  1801,  the  number  of  inbabilanU  was  thui  1276.     The 
of  181!  makes  the  total  number  IISO.     T lie  houses  for  the 
«eption  of  this  decreasing  population  nre  in  number  237. 
poor  are  numerous  ;  and  the  rates  levied  for  their  assistance  avw 
ige  at  from  eight  to  nine  shillings  in  the  pound. 

On   Britwell-HiU,  about  two  furlongs  cast  of  the  IkeneiU* 
street,  Bome  remains  of  trenches  shew  the  site  of  nn  ancieat 
ounpment. 

Not  more  than  half  a  mile  distant  from  Watlington  is  oue 
the  most  complete  agricultural  establishments  to  be  found  in  th* 
county.     The  whole  of  the  very  extensive  farm-yard  is  eoccMftt 
passed  by  buildings  covered  with  slate,  and  presents  to  the  i*> 
mote  beholder  the  mimic  spectacle  of  a  ncw  and  comely  villagt 
This  noble  range  of  buildings  was  erected  by  William  Haywi 
Esi],  and  was  completed  under  bis  immediate  iuspection,  in 
small  tern)  of  one  year.     The  guiding  principle  appears  to  hai 
been  eminently  correct.     To  produce  utility  on  the  simplest 
most  scienttflc  plan  has  been  the  primary  object  i  and,  where 
nament  is  employed,  it  springs  from  a  cumbiriatioD  of  cireui 
stances  tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  rural  economy.     Ti 
tng  Nature  for  his  preceptress,  Mr.  Hayward  has  iovaritbly  ataj 
deavoured  to  produce  tho  needful  eflect  with  the  leiwt  pow 
cflbrt  or  expense  ;  and  has  contrived  to  render  one  channel  i 
dncive  to  various  iialutary  purposes.     An  establishment  like 
must  necessarily  be  a  pleasing  feature  in  tupugraphical  delim 
lion.     The  decorati'd  a^'ricultural  villas  of  the  lordly  mocJc 
husbandman's  eye  with  a  parade  of  ilai«euic    conveniences  for 
oxen,  pi^s,  and  poultry,  which,  though  they  may  appear  euvi- 
ahly  oommodious,  are  formed  on  a  system  too  costly  for  imi- 
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Mtian.  ^«re  nothiDg  difficult  of  attainment  is  pmented  to  »•• 
tice,  »ni  tlie  vhole  ia  the  result  of  artive  ingenuity,  rising  supe- 
rior to  tiie  Bhacklea  of  prejudice.  Tliia  very  praiae-worthy  in- 
stance  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  rrom  the  union  of  acieai 
irith  the  chaste  simjilicity  of  agjicultural  pursuits  hu  been  fik> 
Tonred  with  notice  by  the  pleasing  pen  of  HiRs  Mitford.  who,  is 
a  poem,  iotituled  "  Watlingtoa-Hill,"  thos  alludes  to  the  Bgrae- 
ablespot: — 

*Tmre  hard  to  >ing  Ihy  tsryhig  ehans, 
Tbau  cotiBgc,  maosioa,  tillage,  (vm, 

_^.        .,        .'      Thuu  beautiful  epilouiO 

Of  ill  Ihnt  uicfiil  ii  and  rare  i 
'  Where  Comfort  liti-llhimiling  Jr.     -1  "".  ■'■■^  T**^' 
AndtaDghing  Hoipilltit/ [  •  '■  ^*"'       '•^'^ 

"      •  Twtic  liard  to  ling— and  harder  itill  ■      '    ■  -    -  - '  -  p     " 

Tbe  dearer  chinoj  iboae  halb  llinl  fill. 

The  lurrounding  country  is  celebrated  for  eoursini; ;  ajid  muj 
iMvefcwn  thm  triamplia  of  (TOjrlMaHh,  {wImm  p*4igra»  timtiKt 
aenpnlMul;  recorded,)  oa  the  inrM  met  tniim  by  Bbmh^ 
l«i^MU,  with  truni  of  tributary  Britoni  in  stteodauMr  v)m> 
grew  proud  (rf  slkvery  while  tbey  found  thtt  «  knowMg*  tt 
tbow  geBeroos  arti  whicfa  bealow  dignity  [on  existeioe,  wm  im- 
parted aa  a  reconpence  for  subjection.  On  tbe  hill  oeatifuaae 
to  Mr.  Hayward's  Tesidence  an  obelisk  wu  shaped,  aboot  Vtf, 
years  back,  at  the  expense  of  Edward  Home,  Esq,  by  inriiinu 
ia  tbe  turf.  This,  from  tiie  chalky  aatara  ef  tke  soi),  is  a  co»- 
epievons  object  far  many  miles  aronnd, 

PlETON,  which  gires  a  name  to  the  handred,  is  an  inconsiJer* 
able  village  about  a  mile  distant  from  Watliagtan.  Wbea  tbt> 
property  of  the  conquered  oppoaeia  of  the  Nwrnaia  was  distri^ 
bated,  Pirton  fPerilone  in  Domesday)  was  bestowed  Ou  Hngk 
de  Abrincis,  sumamed  Lupus,  n^hew  to  the  Cooqueror,  who 
was  so  mach  esteemed  for  Iwarery,  that  be  had  the  earldom  of 
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■ighat  ly  Ae  ffWWft.    **  It  hm  liMlr/in  King  EAwai^t  tilM, 

ytitAiL'^  By  a  ^Iviittea  wMeh  tafok  phee  hi  the  year  141#, 
tfeMMorki  MMla  b^  WHUi  IM.  IM  4i.  mid  se9eH  bewe$  pef 
mnmk  fb*  mMofial  fif hti  iioir  belong:  ^  tile  Deaa  i»l 
OInplef  ef  WindhNir.  In'tKii  ^trMi  im  borii  H.  Hmt,  H;  A. 
tnthor  of  a  Philoiophical  Eisay  for  the  Re-onion  ot'hMgm^Ji&B^ 
printed  at  Oxford  in  1674«  and  re-printed  in  the  fblloiriqg 
year. 

Near  Pirton  is  SmKBWnv  CAVttn,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield.  A  castellated  e^fice  was  first  nuaed  on  this  npol 
in  the  fourteenth  century.  Sir  Waring  4e  Vlti^,  banneret,  ob* 
Gained  permission  to  build  f  aaaUe,  ia  the  6lsl  of  Edward  HI.  at 
Bhirbonm^  where  his  aaoostir,  Wwhier  do  L'Isle,  in  the  lOth 
of  the  same  king,  had  p  charter  of  1\tee  warren,  and  leare  to  en- 
dose  one  hundred  acres  of  woodland  for  a  park.  *'  Shirbume/^ 
Wfilia  tidand,  **  wtthhi  a  mile  of  Wathellngtbn  chnreh,  where  b  a 
mmmg  ptle»  ar  casfelet,  longid  to  Qnatr^maint,  since  to  Ptowler, 
auid^  ly  fxefaaiige;  now  to  Cfhanmbreleiti,  ofOtfbrdshire.'*  'Ybe 
eBoMe*  an^  manor  were  purchased  at  the  beginning  of  the  dgli« 
WesfA  ecAifury  by  Thomas,  Earl  Of  Macclesfield. 

The  building  is  nearly  in  the  finrm  of  a  parallelogram,  aiid  fi 
•Moompaased  by  a  broad  and  deep  moatf  The  approaches  ar« 
al^er  three  drawbridges ;  the  chief  entrance  is  guarded  by  a 
iwrteallis.  At  each  angle  of  the  edifice  is  a  circi^ar  tower.  Flat 
ranges  of  stone  building  occupy  the  intenrals ;  And  along  tha 
whole  top  is  an  embattled  parapet. 

•  The  inlerier  is  disposed  in  a  style  of  modem  elegance  and 
auadiri  that  ooolaimi  no  allusion  to  the  external  castellated  cha* 
laitsr  of  the  straetare,  with  an  eiecaption  of  one  long  room  fitted 

•  Traij,  DiKQe9ilig|i  p»  17. 
t  In  Volome  XLIX  of  the  Piiilosopbical  TransActiont  is  an  account  of  ^ 
agitaUon  of  tlie  wiit«r  at  Shirbovni  Cattle*  Nor.  1, 1755. 
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fl^H  uirdMUfy.  On  tlic  sidm  of  this  aparlnunt  are  hiin^  Ta> 
riaes  pieces  of  aiaii,  to^thac  wilk  aliiulilii,  tiitinG^-iipeara,  ant 
oStnaiit  uaia  «(  a  iiiMli'ta  aa  well  as  uiciiitt  (lat«.  In  a  dua 
situation  is  pisiceil  the  cliair  of  bai-ooiul  dignity.  Tiie  roams  an 
IB  general  well  proporlionod,  but  not  of  leij  largB  dineniioiM. 
Tbarit  are  two  capmcioua  likMries,  well  funiialied  witb  bookH,  an! 
tastefully  aiiorned  vitli  paiiUingimilaeiilpture.  Among  tbe  p«r- 
tiaJts  afe  keversl  of  tlie  Lotii  ChattctlLor  MaceleifieUI,  aai!  an 
origiaal  of  CaLhaitDa  Parr.  Quein  te  Hrniry  Vlll.  Biw  ix  iv 
prcoeutei  atauding  behind  a  liiglily  enibeliiiiheii  vacant  cliair, 
*  witit  her  Itaad  on  tlic  back.  Her  dress  ia  black,  richly  orna- 
mented witli  precious  utonts.  The  lijigcrs  nrc  loaded  with  noge; 
aaA  in  one  hand  is  a  handkerdiief,  edgeil  with  deep  lace.  In> 
■eited  in  the  lower  pjiit  of  the  fruiBe,  and  carefully  covered  with 
glass,  is  an  interesting  appeodage  t«  tliia  portrait~n  piece  of 
bair  cut  from  the  head  of  Catkarinn  Parr,  in  the  year  l'91f, 
when  her  coffin  was  opfiiisd  at  Sudtey  Carile,  The  hair  ia 
auburn,  and  matdits  cxuclty  with  that  described  iu  the  pic- 
*P*--.-      ■  ■,,■■■■'■■'• 

-WiUiili  tfia  tu/tU  are  esniliBcle^  baAwanaaai  «oM  balJw^ 
Itury  wbieb  too  tardily  creep*  o«  the  nsticc  «f  tbia  comtry,  bat 
which  u  one  tif  the  most  desirable  in  wbiek  nilr  nnJ  aJnnaaa 
vtm  tndalge. 

tko  park  cfliitBios  abant  sixty  acras,  bat  is  tao  flqt  t»  affoxl 
BMidi  iatefesL  The  flower-garden  is  arranged  >a  an  agreeaUa 
imI  chaste  style.  A  vecy  extenstve  oaotervattry  haa  lats^r 
bees  built  frora  stone  and  ea»A  iron ;  and,  wi  a  retired  spot,  ia* 
pavilion  for  llw  reeeptien  of  flowers  in  tke  nare  genial  stmniar 
months. 

Many  circumstances  may  render  it  impracticable  for  tbe  pa»< 
a«aet  of  a  splendid  mBBsioatalteatoHaa  ajf  of  daaeirt  caaafart  on 
all  tbe  Tillat;e  tcnemcHta  conliguowa  to  hie  Ksidaiwa;  bat  Mwh 
untoward  circumstances  are  ever  to  be  regretted  ;  for,  surely,  the 
best  approach  ta  magniflceuce  is  through  a  line  of  peasant-abodes 
Goospicuous 
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coHpiciidiia  for  domestic  ncatoese  <  The  village  ff  Shifh 
b  nnfortnoate  in  contaiDirig  maDy  huts  of  the  most  wretched  dfl* 
MTiption.  which  act  as  ofleusive  foils  to  the  massive  splenduDr  <f' 
the  aeighbouriDg  castle. 

Shirbodbn  Lodge  is  situated  on  one  of  the  boldest  accIiviticA^ 
of  the  Chilleni  range.     A  thick  mantle  of  beech  envelopes 
EuiroQiiding  heights ;  and  the  whole  situation  appears,  from 
low-lands,  to  resemble  to  majestic  gloom  the  domain  of  the  hh 
ci«Dt  feudal  lord.   This-  sequestered  mansion  was  long  the  faveriw 
abode  of  the  late  ITowager  Lady  Macclesfield,  who  resided  heitl 
ia  ail  tlib  dignified  simplicity  attributed  to  tlie  noble  damca 
totaot  eras: 


■■  Sliil  •Lill'd  the  nimble  iccel  to  \itj  ' 

With  quick  inTCDtiie  iaduUrj  ; 

Still  ikill'd  lo  frame  llie  nocil  th^ne, 

Or  finmt  will)  Gotpcl  iruibi  ihc  laj  iublini«."*  '^ 

Near  Wueatfield,  the  pleasant  residence  of  Lord  C.  Spencerji 
ia  ft  tomnlus,  with  some  remains  of  an  intrenchraent  on  the  EoutV' 
east,  termed  Adwell  Cop,  which,  as  it  is  not  near  any  Romut 
road.  Dr.  Plot  supposes  lo  have  been  constructed  either  by  Um 
Britons  or  the  Dunes ;  and  he  is  inclined  lo  think  it  a  relic  gf 
the  latler  people,  and  to  have  been  made  about  the  year  1010^ 
"  when  the  Danes,  as  Simeon  of  Durham  testifies,  came  forth  «fi 
their  ahipa,  in  the  month  of  January ;  and,  passing  through  thr 
Cbiltcm  Woods,  eutei-ed  Oxford,  and  burnt  that  city,*  erecting'^ 
perhaps,  this  fortified  barrow  in  the  way,  where  it  it  likely, 
they  might  miet  with  some  o[ipo«ition,  and  lo»e  a  principal  cap« 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Stoke  Talhage  are  the  remaina  of  - 
Stamdolpk  Chapel,  a  building  which  has  been  for  aevet«l  c«otu- 
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riea  diverted  (nun  iti  origjaal  purpose,  and  appropriated  to  tlie 
DM  of  tlie  former. 

WatunuTon  Park,  tbe  seat  of  Jofan  Henry  Tilwa,  Etq.  ii 
distant  about  ons  mile  and  a  half  on  tbe  snuth-east  from  the  towa 
of  Watltn^too.  In  tlio  reign  of  Charles  f.  thin  deroeaae  was 
granted  from  the  Crown,  sod  from  a  warren  was  converted  into  a 
fiik  by  the  Stonor  family.  Of  their  deacendaut  it  has  recontly 
been  pufohaited  by  the  prcieiit  proprietor.  The  house  ia  ■  ra- 
•pectahlt-  brick  edifice,  on  a  loOy  Nile.  The  park  comprises  three 
hundred  acres,  and  baa  uM'ry  variety  of  feature  which  tiie  Chil- 
tern  inetjualities  can  bestow.  The  line  natural  woods  coutain 
Mine  of  the  largest  beecli  in  tha  county  ;  and  new  plaDtaliona, 
of  various  genial  kinds,  aatist  in  decorating  the  home  diatriiA 
of  tbe  eKtenaive  property.  From  different  points  of  this  up- 
land and  diverslBcd  domain  ore  prospects  extrenoly  picturesque, 
Md  reaching  into  parts  of  the  countiea  of  Warwick  and  Glou- 
DMter. 

Pnranini;  the  track  towHrds  Henley,  the  nearly  impasiabte 
nidenew  of  tbe  road,  and  the  Kohlary  grandeur  of  all  aroand, 
remind  the  examiner  of  the  early  ptrinda  of  natianal  legend. 
The  thiok I y -matted  beech  which  wrap  the  high  hills  in  oonli- 
nual  shade,  with  little  intervalii  of  gtade  employed  chiefly  in 
depaaturage,  prevent  a  living  picture  of  the  country  when  thu 
original  Britons  Ktole  from  these  very  prccinets  to  calth  a  glance 
of  vrander  at  bands  of  Romans,  pursuing  their  august  march 
along  the  neighbouring  Prwtoriaii  way. 

In  the  deepest  eeclubion  of  thi«  woody  dlstnct,  and  distant 
■boot  four  miles  from  Watlini^n,  is  tbe  small  village  of  Puss- 
niLL.  Tlie  church,  a  decent  rural  building,  with  white -washed 
Kftlle,  n  neated  on  an  acclivity.  Its  single  hetl  was,  veveral  ag«s 
Ikock,  hung  by  the  villagers  in  a  yew-tree  standing  in  the  church- 
yard. Pussbill  was  forcBerly  held  by  the  family  of  Doily,  yielrf- 
ing  to  the  king  yearly  a  lable-cleUi  of  Ihtee  sbillitiga  price,  or 
three  abtllings  dor  nil  service. 

ToL.  XV.  Y  Stonor. 
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SfTOVOm,  The  haodsoMc  naii&kMi  to  ieitted  is  UiM  ^cteriM 
by  Lelaod : — "  Stooor  i»  a  tbree  mile  onl  of  Healcj.  Thcr  b  a 
fryre  |mu1m^  and  a  varm  of  ooniea,  and  hsjwtwvmi.  Tke 
am  phea  atandytli  dyauag  oa  a  iiill,  aaii  katb  two 
WUyd  wjtii  tyiabre,  Lrike,  aad  flynto.  Sir  WUliaM  StoDar» 
aov  pocewor  of  it»  hath  aagmented  and  8lKiig;thaicd  the  hoaae. 
The  Stoaen  faathe  loage  had  ii  in  poneaaion.  SjMm  ooe  For- 
tof  cue  iaraded  it  by  narriage  of  an  heiro-general  of  the  StoaeffS, 
bat  aAer  dispocessyd."  Stonor  is  aboat/tfar  milea  distant  Itimb 
Henley.  The  house  now  consists  of  a  handsome  front,  coaiposcd 
of  brick,  with  two  projecting  wings.  Adjoining  is  a  chapeL 
The  park  is  rendered  finely  various  by  some  of  the  most  giaedal 
mdulations  to  be  seen  in  the  Chiltem  district ;  and  plantatioaa 
of  fir  assist  tlie  native  beech  in  imparting  relief  and  bcaaty.  The 
.  grounds  are  well  stocked  with  deer. 

Stonor  gave  name  to  the  ancient  family*  whose  descesdut:* 
Thomas  Stonor,  Esq.  still  possesses  the  estate.  Of  this  iaauly 
were  Sir  John  Stonor,  chief  jtostice  of  the  Common  Pleas  in. the 
reign  of  Edward  III. ;  and  Sir  Francis  Stonor^  who,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  built  at  Upper  Asseudon  an 
alms-house  for  ten  poor  people,  and  endowed  it  with  a  rent 
charge  of  sixty-one  pounds  per  amium. 

At  Ass £N  DON,  near  Stonor,  is  a  land  spring,  mentioned  by 
several  writers  as  the  most  eminent  of  its  kind  in  England.  The 
water  only  appejirs  after  a  continuance  of  wet  weather,  bat  then 
issues  forth  in  such  abundance  that  mills  might  be  turned  by  the 
cvrrent,  and  the  adjacent  lowlands  are  placed  in  a  state  of  inun* 
dation.  A  memorable  instance  of  this  kind  is  said  to  have  oo* 
curred  in  the  year  1674,  when  the  waters  flowed  with  so.  mach 
violence,  "  that,  had  not  tlie  town  of  Henley  made  some  diver* 
sion  for  .them,  their  /aire  mile  (a  level  stretch  of  road  on  the 
Oxford  side  of  Henley)  must  have  been  drowned  for  a  comdder* 
able  time.''  This  spring  has  been  supposed  by  some  to  act  on 
the  principle  of  a  natural  syphon,  and  to  be  supplied  from  suIk 

ttrraneaJi 
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terrancaii  sources ;  but  tlie  periods  of  its  flowing,  which  are  nni^^ 
Ibrmly  after  local  wet  seasons,  clearly  prove  the  supposition  to 
be  founded  on  error. 

In  hedges  near  Watlingtoa  is  fonnd  sambucui  nigra,  (frwo. 
alb  J  common  elder,  with  a  white  berry. 


DINFIELD  HUNDRED 

is  bounded  on  the  south  and  east  by  the  River  Thames,  whicb 
forma  in  those  directions  a  line  of  separation  between  the  coun* 
ties  of  Oxford  and  Berks.  The  whole  is  in  the  Chiltern  district, 
and  is  in  general  cbaracter  more  hilly  than  any  otiier  part  of  tho 
county.  Many  of  the  elevations  are  richly  clothed  with  beech* 
The  basis  of  the  hills  is  usually  clialk,  with  a  surface  of  loam,  to 
various  depths.  But,  where  the  hills  recede,  the  soil  is  often  a 
fine  sand^  loam,  highly  amenable  to  agricliltural  purposes.  Tha 
amount  of  money  raised  for  the  poor,  iu  the  year  ending  Easter 
IS03,  was  (>3591.  19s.  G|J.  making  au  average  pf 'Gs.  ^{d  in  the 
pound. 

This  hundred  contains  one  market-town,  Henley  on  Thames, 
and  the  parishes  of  Bix,  Caver  sham.  Eye  and  Dunsden,  Harps* 
den,  with  Boliiey  ^  Rother/ield  Grays,  Sothcrjicld  Peppard^ 
and  Shiplake, 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 

The  tracts  adjacent  to  this  town,  which  Camden  calls  th# 
"  Hundred  of  Henley,''  arc  supposed  to  have  been  inhabited  by 
the  Ancalites,  who  submitted,  or  rather  revolted,  to  Cflraar.  Dr. 
Plot  concludes  that  Henley  is  the  most  ancient  town  in  the 
county,  as  the  name  is  compounded  of  the  British  Hen,  old,  and 
ley,  a  place  ;  and  he  conjectures  that  it  might  have  been  the  ca^ 
pitai  of  the  Ancalites.    With  less  appearanca  of  oorrectness  Dr. 

Y^  Gale 
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G*l«  make*  il  lb*  caMcn  ktrebaltMi  tf  AntoniaM.     By  wrilinjirf.  I 
«f  Dm  d>t«i  o(  EKuMh  it  U  hIi««ii  lint  tbe  town  vu  «Me  niletf 
Usnlcgmng,  >nd  HumriHirg. 

-  Il«iiley  il  k  alflB«  Md  cficerftil  town,  ritnaktt  nen  tlir  fctM 
•f  ■  dunler  of  liilts,  iit  one  nf  Ihe  nMt  ■gr«rtMe  «ti>diBga  o/  tin 
BiT«r  Tliamw.  The  buildings  in  Ihe  priucIpiU  alrcct  are  hand- 
•tmie  and  capacious,  though  far  from  regulaf.*  Tbe  more  ■ 
cient  UnemenU,  ia  the  aereral  minor  aveiiuea  wbich  diverge  ti 
Ibe  great  liiorouglifa/f,  are  mtaii  aud  incomiuodiauii ;  bat  I 
beauty  of  (be  >ituatiun  hav  rniluccd  many  [iriviile  families  I 
conatmet  oraameolal  huuHCM  ;  and  tlie  pnMi[Nrity  nf  Uie  (awu  fi 
evinced  by  the  iinprovementa  pr<^(;&^ively  laking  pUu  i*  l| 
liabiUtioDii  of  tradtnt  of  every  rank. 

Henley  is  eiiternt  from  Die  Luiidnn  road  over  a  ban 
brid(;e  of  fire  arclica,  built  of  If  Mdiiigt«ii  stone,  and  fuiiahod  J 
1786.  Tbe  Ley>fltoa»on  each  face  of  the  centre  arch  Is 
xitti  a  aculplui^  maak,  from  the  elegant  cbi&sel  of  the  U<f 
Hfi.  Damer,  vho  resided  for  some  time  in  tlie  nnighboui 
■eat  termed  Park-pUce.  Tiie  one  mask  symbolically  represent!. 
Thainp. 

•*  tier  ufck  ill  wliltiooM  riMi  Id  the  movft,  .^_ 

llu  Atvrj  icnMi  aeating  u  ifae  Bavi,"  ^H 

Ttie  mtuk  on  the  reverse  key-slone  exiiibiu  Ihis,  ttltb  S^| 
playing  in  tbe  wavy  honors  of  hia  lower  (acv,  aiid  hulrnabea  in* 
neried  m  the  fillet  wkiolt  Unfa  kh  templii.     The  views  from  the 
bridge  are  particularly  line.    The  ncnndiTb  of  the  Tlnunes  aboond 
«itb  pictureaqne  grace.     On  the  OxfuMlFihir«  aide  a  rich  spt«a<!l 

of 


*  A  dsol-oay,  now  abaul  to  be  uLeB  iliiuru,  ■iii^hr 
IMilh  tide  of  tlie  High-itrtet,  claimi  nutke.    I'hii  it  cvideall;  &i 
taily  Notnani.  and  ii  compoied  of  niuiy  receding  mouUingi,  raJetf 
Thara  ia  nol  any  nrniiiin  nf  >  religiouc  fbandition  al  Renlvj ;  but 
tliMa  wmi  laifU!  baiUing  wh'uh  acKd  ■■  a  cell  to  »  neichboacinK 
biMHT,  UiJ  la  racli  ■  ttruciuto  Itili  doot-oaj  miglil  furm  [ 


■"^■■st- 
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fdmoAow,  ornamented  with  the  noble  mansioii  of  Fawley«*  fiimis 
the  foregronud  to  a  soft  and  lovely  range  of  woody  hillt.  The 
Berkshire  margin  rises  l>oidly,  but  not  with  abruptuoM,  to  a  lo^ 
tineu  of  elevation  which  nature  and  art  have  united  to  adorn. 
The  extensive  domain  of  the  Earl  of  Malmsbnry  eDgrosses  thia 
portion  of  the  view  ;  and  the  plantations  on  every  swell  and  Ml 
of  the  sc«ne  arc  disposed  in  aid  of  picturesque  effect 

Camden  doubts  whether  this  was  not  the  part  of  the  Thames 
over  which,  according  to  Dion^  the  Romans  passed^  under  Aulua 
Plantius,  in  pursuit  of  the  Britons ;  but  Ward  ahews  that  Dion 
Cassius  meant  to  describe  "  Uie  marshy  parts  about  the  fens  in 
Essex/'  There  was  a  stone  bridge  across  the  Thames  at  Henley 
mt  a  very  early  period.  A  bridge  of  wood  was  then  contmcted, 
which  remained  tiU  the  date  of  the  present  erection. 

The  church  is  a  handsome,  though  irregular^  Crothic  stmctnre, 
-near  the  east  entrance  of  the  town.  The  tower  is  lofty,  and  oom- 
poaed  of  interoiinii^lcd  flint  and  stone.  At  each  angle  ia  a  taper 
octagonal  turret,  which  surmounts  the  battlements  of  the  tower 
to  a  considerable  height,  and  prodocea  much  lightueta  of  eflectf 
The  church  is  divided  by  two  rows  of  Gothic  archea,  and  conaists 
ttf  a  nave,  two  side  aisles,  and  a  spacious  chanoel.  The  building 
was  composed  at  different  times ;  and  the  present  north  airie  ap- 
pears to  have  formerly  constituted  the  body  of  the  church.  On 
the  north  of  the  communion  table  are  indications  of  the  original 
altar,  with  two  canopied  niches,  in  one  of  which  is,  evidently, 
the  recess  used  for  the  eucharist 

To  the  north  of  tiie  chaiKiel  is  a  large  receding  burial-place, 

Y  3  built 

*  The  line  rurmiiig  the  boundary  bet«f«eii  Bucks  and  Ozon  croMes  the  lawn 
attsched  to  Fawlcj-Court.  Fur  an  account  of  tbii  seat,  see  Beautiei,  Ace. 
for  BuckingliaiDshire,  p.  371. 

t  It  18  popularljf  supposed  that  this  fine  tower  was  built  under  the  p^ 
tronage  of  Cardinal  Wolscy,  but  there  are  not  any  documeats  to  support  tht 
assertion. 


OXFORDSBlnE. 

"Wili  ty  tbe  'fiuBily  of  Elmes,  who  fomerly  resided  at  Balneal 
Court,  Bod  poBseased  mocii  property  in  ihe  counly.  The  Mb  i 
lowiDg  lines,  placed  over  Hie  remains  of  Mr.  FAracu  and  his  latfj^  J 
are  much  indebted  to  llie  facility  which  the  name  aflbrda  i 
quaint  allusion  ; 

Thi>  El-ir,  in  jean  «ncl  worlh  wtll  gfo«iw 

Deith  at  Uie  appointed  lime  euldaitm. 

The  ivy  (adei,  her  propp  once  gone  j 

Thui  fallne,  bptli  Ijc  under  Ihn  Jtone. 

But  Ijc,  a(ie%h  to  ipriog,  grow,  iprod, 

Wlien  emy  tree  ihall  iIk  llint'i  dend. 


'  In  the  ctiDDcel  is  a  haudsomc  monument  to  the 
LaJy  Elizabeth  Periam,  the  benefactress  to  Baliol  College,  ( 
ford,  with  her  effigies  in  a  half  recumbent  posture.  Her  ladjsl 
was  relict  pf  Sir  William  Periam,  lord  chief  bnron  of  the  End 
qner,  and  resided  at  Greenland,  near  Henley.  1b  a  window  m 
the  east  arc  some  small  painUd  figures,  which  demiuwl  notlM^ 
only  from  the  circumstance  of  having  a  piece  of  plain  ^laas  aut^ 
stituted  for  the  original  pictured  head.  The  fanatical  uldien, 
in  the  civil  war  nf  CharleH  I.  were  often  persuaded  to  be  cotiteut 
with  thus  decapitating  the  "  abominable  emblems  of  idolatry  and 
Boperatitiotj." 

The  register  of  the  parish  commences  with  the  first  year  of 
Elizabeth.  Daring  the  protectorate  of  Cromwell  it  was  kept  in 
a  manner  deplorably  slovenly  by  the  scribe  who  assumed  the 
office  of  the  ejected  incumbent;  and,  on  the  ReBtoration,  the 
ilmrch wardens  deemed  it  e&pedient  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  order  to  obtain  their  testimony  respecting  the 
tHtptiam  of  cliildreo,  and  such  other  particulars  aa  were  ncces- 
wuy  to  the  correcting  or  filtiuf;  up  of  the  rei;ister.  The  laxity  of 
ceremonials,  which  formed  so  large  a  share  of  the  perverse  pride 
of  the  laoatios,  must  have  been  peculiarly  disgustiuR  to  the  inha- 
bilaoU  of  Henley,  siocc  they  were  so  much  altuched  to  the  or< 
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^nuiCFs  of  the  auf  ienl  cbureh.  that  wo  fiitil  licertcea  lo  ent  flesh 
on  fi»li  (iays  solicileri  and  granted  so  late  Ks  Ihc  lime  o(  Cliarles  I, 
Ooe  of  lliese  is  entered  in  the  following  vonls,  oud  Is,  perltaps, 
nearly  Uie  lost  dispotiMitiun  granted  Ibr  a  siiailar  purpose  in 
this  country  :— "  1&34.  Memorandum  that,  on  the  3d  of  Mnrch 
a  licence  vas  ifranlcil  in  Mr.  Thomas  Thiinbletltorpe  to  eale 
fiesli  oil  fisli  dayes,  during  the  time  of  his  veukness,  and  nol 
looger," 

In  Ihc  vcslry  arc  dcpositcil  many  of  the  valnable  books  col- 
lected by  tjie  accompliabed  and  urbane  DeanAldrich,  who  was 
rector  of  lieu  ley,  and  died  in  173~.  Theac  principally  consirt 
of  Qrcek  and  latin  claaaicc,  works  in  Hebrew,  and  other  Oriental 
iau^sges,  the  auc lent  I-'u there,  the  most  esteemed  biblical  mlict, 
suid  various  hiatorkal  publications.  The  whole  was  liberally 
betjaeathcJ  by  Dean  Aldiicli  as  Ihc  fmindaliori  of  n  parochial 
library.  The  rule;)  by  which  he  wished  the  institution  to  be  go- 
verned are  fairly  copied  and  hung  in  the  vestry,  from  this 
tran^tcript  it  appears  that  all  parishioners  of  Henley,  who  are 
liable  to  church  rates,  have  not  only  free  acceu  to  the  library, 
but  ore  permitted  to  take  home  any  volume,  on  siguing  a  pro- 
mise, ill  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  to  restore  tt  without  da- 
mage. We  unwillingly  observe  Uiat  not  a  single  volume  haa 
been  added  to  the  collection ;  and  the  hooks  appear  to  he  little 
in  request  with  the  per«aiit<  for  whose  use  they  were  intended. 
Among  the  works  bequeatlicd  are  some  original  manuscripts  by 
_the  Dean.  These  are  carefully  preserved  in  llie  house  of  the 
Kttident  clergyman. 

In  the  vhurch-yard  is  interred  Richard  Jennings,  "  (he  maatef' 
builder  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral."  who  had  quitted  all  pursuits  of 
liUieas  fur  some  time  prcvigus  to  his  decease,  and  resided  at 

IdgtDoor,  near  Htnley. 

e  Town-hall  stands  on  an  elevated  spot  in  the  High-street, 

t  a  neat  building,  completed  in  1796.     Beneath  tlie  hall  is 

>dioQS  piazza,  used  as  a  roaiket*).ouse.     In  a  retired  port 

V  4  .  iif 
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of  the  le«D  Is  a  well-built  ine«(4n);-ho«iHe,  fer  ihe  clau  of  S 
ters  termed  (ndependenta. 

A  ■mall  Thealw  hss  be«n  hidy  f>Tfdted,  and  it  ia  tolertH^J 
well  stlended  for  a  few  wetks  in  tfie  veer.  A  Book  Society  h 
■Im  been  recently  eatablis4i«d,  which  is  wip^orted  by  mbae 
tioa.  This  institution  meetc  with  to  mocb  eaconrae^^iewt,  t 
b«ai(l«8  porckasiiig  tbe  most  dwirable  periodical  publications,  i 
Society  is  enabted  to  expend  nearly  1001.  per  oiinum  in  wi 
of  a  more  durable  interest. 

The  town  contain*  two  Free-School  foundatioHH.     Foi-  ane  t  1 
ibnc  it  ia  indebted  to  King  Jamoa  I,  and  for  the  other  to  l»Sff  J 
Elizabeth  Periam.     The  Utter  is  entirely  Hnconneet«d  with  La4y  I 
Periam's   botM^ictioiis  to  Baliol  College ;  and  holli  the  m 
are  now  anited  under  one  maKter,  who  is  a  graduBtc  of  the  Unt 
^ersity  ef  Oribrd.^ 

Here  i>  also  an  Alma-bouse,  fumtded  and  endowed  by  JoM  J 
LoflglRnd,  Bisliop  of  Linroln,  in  grateful  remembraDce  of  tiA  J 
place  wtiiuh  aObrded  him  birth. 

Henley  yields   little  that  is  iiiteresling,   either  t 
timI  or  ft  connnorcial  point  of  view.     In  1642,  the  Parliam«Dl»Ty  1 
Iroope  ecoupied  difierent  positions  in  the  neighbotirhood  ;  aad.  III  J 
1644,  the  Eari  of  Essex  was  quartered  here,  with  aconside^kj 
able  force  in  the  same  interest.     The  inhabitants  d 
io^Bve  taken  any  active  part;  and  the  chief  object  of  Ihe  Pah  J 
liatnenlary  troops,   in  tlieir  latter  visit,   waa  ttte   re<kiol{An  i 
Greeirlaud-hoase,  then  a  fortified  residence  of  the  D'Oyl^  ( 
mily.     In  I  (146  the   town  waa  garrisoned  by  tbe  rar1iwii«B|ri 
rian  army. 

In  t>ie  annals  of  police  there  oecun  a  melmicholy  i»tuw^ 
the  insufficiency  of  education  toirreserve  the  judgrnent  «irf  t 
principles  from  the  lowest  dtatt  of  perversion,  when  oneBtron^l 
]>afiaTon  is  suffered  to  creep  over  the  heart  in  the  insidious  guise  of  J 
a  social  virtue.      In  the  year  1769,  Miss  Mary  Blandy  was  t 
Ticted  of  the  murder -of  h*r  father !     The  following  la  «n  «ittliiM  j 
«r  this  laiueiiUble  < 

Mr,  I 
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Mr  Fnneia  Bland;,  a  Dolisilor  of  seme  note,  ajul  town-dwfc 
of  Henley,   «m  ho  imprudent  as  lo  take  pride  in  encouraging 
tJM  preTHleot  noltaa  tltat  lio  *h«ulil  leave  at  liis  deolli  a  larga 
pmfMly  lo  Hu7,  his  only  dau^^bter.      Mias  Blaady's  repaUtiM 
twe  fortune  indtiet'd  Cnf  lain  Crauatoun,  a  KCruiliog  D£c«r,  and  % 
«an  who  had  a  wile  livioi;  iu  ScoUani).  to  atUmpt  a  mnqut^t  rf 
her  affections.     His  aiia  were  siKceEitnl,  but.hia  (irevioiiii  aail 
ritga  was  iliiicovered  by  Uie  braily,  and  he  Mm  (orbiddea  tbfl  ■ 
bntiBe  by  Uie  follier.     In&Uialed  by  jMusiun,  tha  «bje«l  «r  hla    ', 
pwsutt  believed  every   falscliood  wliich  he  iaveatod,  and  c«» 
tiaoed  ber  conoexioa  with  him  ia  couteiapt  of  parrntal  iiitaib    | 
diction.     1'hc  fortune  lo  he  bequeathed  wa«  the  object  »f  €»■*•    \ 
tODD'd  aim,  aud  he  traiiiiinitted  to  Hiss  Blandy  amall  paoketa  •£  \ 
ATGwak,  «hich  site  admiDialered  ut  various  timea  to  ber  father  tk   | 
wat«r-gruel.     The  eflects,  tbungli  excrociatiug,  were  judj^cd  Ur 
Crstutona  ioa  slow,  and  lie  advised  a  largtr  duse.     The  vtctta 
(Mk  it,  wmI  died  in  a  few  dnya.  i 

Dr.  Addiiigtou  nl  keailing,  and  another  emiiwnt  pbyaicia% 
ritendvd  the  ^udereri  and  aii  the  trial  they  dcsrly  proved  tl 
fact  of  kis  death  by  poison.      Servants  and  other  Hatisfaototy   I 
witMsBws  Nliewed,  witii  equal  penpicuily,  that  the  &tal  drug  pr» 
cceded  frum  the  hand  of  bis  daugliter.     In  addition  Iu  iIm  dyit^ 
(Baa's  paBgH  he  had  the  distress  of  hdng  conadotis  tbat  he  n- 
ceived  fais  death  from  the  action  of  his  only  cliild.   Dr.  Adiliiigtoii   | 
asked  him,  while  auBtnining  bis  throbbing  bead,  "  whom  b«  sMf 
^  peeled  to  be  the  person  that  bad  adniiniBlered  the  fatal  prepara^' 
tion^"    ile  Kplied  with  tems  iu  Lis  eyes,  thuygb  witli  a  breed    | 
■nile,  "  A  poor  luvc-tick  girl.'— But  I  forgive  her.'" 

The  parricide  was  piit  to  tiie  bar  in  the  Divinity  School  At   j 
Oxford  (as  the    town-ball    was  tb«fu  rebuilding.)     In  defence, 
Mias  Blandy  asserted  tbat  she  bad  bolievtd  the  mixture,  which 
she  coufessed   she  administered,  lo  be  simply   Love    Poii^der, 
and  liad  thought  that  Khe  wss  only  workinu;,  by  wav  o 
an  alteration  in  her  father's  seutiments  concerning  Cransloon. 


fMldibo  pleMQf  la  bttteve  ibis  tUUnenty ^ple••iif  td^  b«lfcTe 
ffKf  jkhiiig.thafc  O011I4  ftae-  an  only  child't  band  from  tbe  impnlM* 
tink  oC  intantionl  mrdar^  bat  it  past  be  remarked,  tbal  sbn  wiW 
mmai  Ike  eflbii bitbe  powden,  sUge  by  stage,  and  saw,  wWi  a 
iMofaeleia  h^art^  tba  ageoy  whicb  Ibey  inflicted.  8be,  boi«^ 
mnr,  feisisted  ju  tba  assertion  at  tbe  bonr  of  death;  and  like* 
sriee  in  a  paper  wbieb  sbeleft  to  be  pnblisbed  after  her  exeeation. 

lu  tba  periodical  publications  of  tbat  era  it  is  said  thai  tba 
ifthabittntaaf  Onfordshire  will  long  retain  the  impression  of  thin 
mA  eTOMt;  na|l  they  were  right:  the  persons  who  shew  the  Divii 
Jlity;  School  to  strangers:  still  tell  them,  **  that  this  is  the  placs^in 
JtUch  Mill  J^ftmcfir  was  tried.'^ 
,  Henley  has  no  atapb  mana&otare.  When  Camden  wrote^  tba 
fi  inbabitsnts  lived  principally  by  carrying  wood  to  London  m 
beatSj.  and  bringing  bsck  com/'  Plot  mentions  "  the  invealien 
Af.  making  glasses,  from  .stones  and  some  other  materials/'  <Br 
which  a  patent  was  obtained.  The  inhabitants  are  now  cbieAy 
.engaged  in  maUmg  ht  the  London  market,  and  in  soch  eom- 
meiwial  interebangea  witbaiya^nt  vilhiges  as  are  common  4o 
every  provincial  town.  The  considerable  narober  of  fiunily  man* 
sions  in  the  neighbourhood  is  prodactive  of  mnch  emolomentio 
tbe  traders. 

• 

Tbe  town  is  well  paved  and  lighted,  and  its  local  beaoties  in- 

dttce  many  persons  from  the  metropolis  to  visit  it,  in  the  snmmer 

months*. 

Although 

*•  The  Red  Lion  Inn  is  chiefly  the  retort  of  strangers  led  to  visk  Henley  by 
its  repaution  itnf  Jocal  beauty.  This  boote  is  immediatelj  contignous  to  Clie 
Tb^mes^  and  it  was  here  tbat  Sbenstone  wrote,  with  a  dianond,  tbe  pleasing 
little  poem  commencing  tbos : 

To  thee,  £sir  ireedom !  I  retire. 

From  flatt'ry,  cards,  and  dice  and  din. 
Nor  art  thou  found  in  mansions  higher 

Than  tbe  low  oot,  or  bumble  inn. 

The  pane  on  whicli  he  wrote  this  testimonial  of  comfort  was  lateljr  prt- 
aerved  in  s  window  which  overlooks  (he  iiTer  i  but  it  bM  now  disappeared. 


AHhough  tbis  place  is  not  recorded  an  a  Rnma  'w 

relics  have  been  found  wMch  seem  to  prove  that  ( 

fcabilatjons  here.    In  llie  seventeenth  cenluty  tlir  e  nms  w« 
from  premises  in  the  market-place,  tbeii  occupied  iv  i 
One,  also,  was  Tounil  beneath  the  highway  at  the         h  |  | 

lowu.  '    ^^ 

"  Heulcy,"  observes  Camden,  "  had  Tormerly  iBt 

its  lords,  from  irhom,  by  the  flini^erfords,  who  pr  d 

ft  grant  of  two  fairs  from  Henry  VI.  it  came,  by  inhe  :e,  to 
Ulustrioua  family  of  Hastings."  The  miinorinl  rights  are 
vested  in  the  Enrl  of  Malmsbury. 

The  town  has  a  weekly  market,  and  ia  governed  by  a  high 
steward,  recorder,  mayor,  ten  aWermen,  and  iiixleen  borgesscs. 
The  cxistine;  charter  of  incorporation  was  jiranted  in  1722,  at  the 
reqnctt  of  the  Eurl  of  MaeclcH^eld,  who  was  chosen  high  steward. 
The  returns  of  popnialiou  to  Parliament,  in  1811,  make  the  nnmber 
of  inhabitants  3,117.  and  of  houses  537. 

Two  natives  of  this  place  demand  biographinil  notice  j-— Jobs 
longland.  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  William  Lenthal. 

Longland  was  Confessor  to  Henry  VIII,  and  was  proinoted  to 
the  See  of  Lincoln,  in  1520.  He  was  one  of  tlie  most  popular 
preachers  of  his  day,  but  is  deservins;  of  censure  for  actively  pro> 
noting  tlie  divorce  between  Henry  aJid  Qiieen  Catharine.  Dedied 
in  the  year  1947. 

William  Lenthal,  a  prominent  characttr  in  tiie  errll  eomno> 
tioDi  of  the  seventeenth  century,  is  cUimed  aa  «  natlYe  by  tho 
town  of  Henley,  tboD|^  at  the  time  of  his  birth  his  fetber  i«> 
uded  at  Lacbfbrd,  Oxfordshire,  where  the  hmily  had  long  beca 
fettled.  The  only  author  who  mentions  the  locality  of  Len- 
thal'H  birth  is  Anthony  Wood;  but  Wood  is  decided  in  his  •■• 
sertion,  and  adds  that  he  was  bom  in  a  boose  near  the  chareb. 
He  was  either  a  second  or  third  son,  and  ia  believed  to  ban 
received  the  early  part  of  his  education  at  Tliame  school,  whenee 
he  was  removed  to  Aiban  Udl,  Oxford,    Alter  a  residenoe  of 
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three  )'cu«  at  Oxrord  he  proceeded  to  Uiuilon,  and  studied  tiMslaV  I 
u  a  fiofbaaoB  with  euineut  assiduitj-.  In  1€37.  he  wnn  lent  J 
reader  of  IjucqIu's  Inu  j  aud,  soon  after,  ^as  Bilmilleil  a  beticliflv  I 
«f  tliit  society.  * 

His  lume  does  not  occur  in  public  afiiiira  till  1640,  in  whi^J 
year  he  was  returned  burgess  Tor  Woodtitorlt,  in  the  ^hort  Pli^l 
lianieiit.  Thin  Fartiainent  sat  scarcely  Tive  weeks ;  yet.  by  om  1 
of  those  accidents  so  cescDtial  to  tlio  progress  of  human  fortuity  I 
lAiitlial  ftttaiiiol  distinction  in  it.  Thu  House  divided  on  thi  J 
king's  propositiooa  respecting  a  MilisLitute  for  sliip-n>oncy,  wbea  J 
Seijeant  (ilanvillc,  the  speaker,  left  the  chair,  aad  lienlhal  « 
called  to  it  by  a  majority. 

When  the  long  t^rliaiuent  met.  on  the  third  of  No^emlier,  i^  1 
Ike  same  year,  LcDthal  was  chosen  speaker,  iu  cowc^ence  4|  I 
tbs  inlctference  of  the  kiug  himself.     Bat  be  fomiaw  Uiut  Uiidie  I 
gatliBriog  cloud  wbidi  v»s  about   to  scatter  terrorti   aver  I 
iintiuD  ;  anil,  according  to  l>ord  Clarcndou,  "  he  was  rather  fi 
lailed  ffitb,  tlran  persuaded,  l<i  accept  the  charge."     Nitver  « 
the  exercise  of  Uic  high  oflice  to  «hich  ke    wa/i  called  satyi 
ta  such  trials  of  equanimity.    At  one  period  he  saw  the  king  e 
the  UotNie,  in  force,  and  demand  the  use  of  his  chair ;  and,  a 
other,  he  va-s  impelled  by  the  factious  violence  of  Parliainent  lo 
become  au  ijistruneDt  in  measures  which  iij>pcar,  in  this  early 
stage  of  civil  convulsion,  to  ha«e  been  quite  contrary  to  his  pin* 
ciples  and  feelings. 

But  be  wanted  coiistitulionul  finnnosa  of  temper,  mi  vif 
warpeit  by  a  wisli  for  persoiui  aggrudixeneDt.  Id  1643.  thi 
ImAs  and  Conuoona  prayed  the  kiug  to  moke  Leutha)  nuisler  of 

the 


*  Sereral  o!  hit  riTnily  had  «l 
fetsmn  oltht  Jow.  One  of  liii  a 
KinB'i  BcTnch,  mi  wham  CM  iDSdc  iho  ir 


liderible  caniequimce  <n  Ihe  pn- 
John  Leulhal,  «u  mwilial  of  lilt 
liilich  alltilialcil  la  Beii  Jikl<«i  ) 


"  When  a  mti  hai  tpeni  iJ 
Then  like  hiia,  Sir  Juhii  L. 
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'nia  appointroent  wa*  kaava  la  be  contrary  to  till' 
king's  iriab.  No  aasver  nas  retiinied,  aiiil  the;  beKtoned  im 
kin  Ibit  place  fty  liieir  onn  autUohly,  which  be  waa  conUntt<il  ta 
hold  till  the  Rt^toraUaii .  In  ICJ*"'  be  was  likewise  agipniiited  by 
th«  I'srltamentary  powci-a  one  of  the  Goaiiniiuiioiiers  of  the  great 
seal ;  and,  in  tlie  same  year,  be,  at  the  head  ol'  300  mi^Dhers, 
waileil  OD  Fairfait,  in  const f|uciici;  of  that  general's  numerous 
MiccrsMs,  and  dcliveretl  a  }i;ntiilatory  apeech,  which  was  after- 
wards priMed  and  carefully  spiuad  llirough  cvt ry  dialiict  of  Die 
i.land. 

In  IG47,  tilt'  ditfiiity  of  Lenlhal's  chiut  was  vitdated  by  a  power 
more  danf  eroua  than  tliut  of  the  niialakmi  monarch,  who  had  once 
onkmd  bim  to  quit  hta  sent.  Ou  a  petition  frora  t^e  city  mefU 
ing  in  thia  year  with  snoae  opposition,  a  tuiDnltuous  mhble 
HUed  the  speaker,  and  by  force  thrust  him  iuto  hi<  chair,  and 
kept  him  lliere  until  their  wisliea  were  complied  with.  I«nllial, 
attouted  by  aliont  forly  menibcr!i,  and  accompanied  hy  tlie  speaker 
of  th«  Boute  of  l^orda,  removed  the  mace,  and  hastened  to  Fair- 
fkx,  tbi:n  al  Windsor,  who  opposed  diGciplined  democracy  lo  nn- 
steined  tamDlt,  and  rcinMlnted  the  speakers  in  trinniph.  On  this 
oreasioii  l^nlhal  made  a  speech,  soon  after  printed  with  the  tilln 
of  "  A  Speech  to  hiR  ExcclltDcy,  Sir  T.  Fair&i^,  after  the  army 
Itad  graDt«d  the  members  of  Parliameat  to  tit  in  safely." 

Lentbal  bad  long  since  chosen  his  parly,  and  iit«ins  (a  linvo 
hcMme  more  dcToted  to  self- interest  in  each  Ruct'eediu^  yx'i* 
hut  be  never  forgot,  or  neglected,  the  feiliiigs  of  kamuoily. 
When  the  MonKe  divided,  57  to  S7,  on  the  queetinn  of  ofMimfff 
a  treaty  with  the  king,  then  a  prisoner  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
I^tlha],  as  speaker,  decided  in  favoor  of  the  treaty ;  and  he  U  al- 
lowed to  han-beeufreefromapartioipaljoninthe  acts  immediately 
leading  to  the  death  of  Charles,  though  be  is  said  by  Wiilker  talia?c 
been  too  deeply  engaged  in  some  of  the  iijlri^ucs  which  hurried 
aJ^rs  to  fo  filial  an  issue.  His  natnral  incliiititiiin  tovarda 
iuer«T  was  evinced  in  tbb  thai  of  Inrd  Qoriog,  Bstl  of  Norwich. 

Tbe 


The  •aitittg.'voto  igMD  Ml  mlo  his  httwh,  Md  li  sa?dl/UM» 
aiiM— d  ;  jlhbugli  to  nmgiiiiHiry  and  dangerous  waa  Hm  lurbii«i. 
kttaa  of  fiMsliuB»  Ikal  he  waa  conatimiiied  to  fidgn  fiMroMr  .ptnwat 
aUigalinnii^  aa/an  exowe  for  hta  deBeaey.  The  oaadad  of 
Mm  a^jbrity  on  Una  oooaaioa  jJMad  aa  audi  fileaaova  lo>  Urn 
city  of  Loadoo,  thai  they  invited  :the  nfieaker  and  Hoaap*  o£ 
GaauBana  to  ft  grand  dinner.  The  oitiaena  met  their  aanaloital 
Yiaitea  in  madi  slate,  and  the  Laid  Mayor  re8igned.to  lonthal 
tho  civie  aword,  a  eusloni  before  oonaidered  due  oalfr  to  'thft 
sovereign. 

When  Oliver  Gramwell  disaolved  the  long  ParliaaMnt,  Lentkal 
hehaved  luth  finaness,  and  ho  iras  not  returned  in  the  ensaiag 
Psriianient^  ntaod  after  the  miaerahle  fikaatic  Praia&UCkidpBnto* 
Bones;  hot,  in  tlM  Padiament  whieh  was  summonsed  by  CroaiK! 
weli  aa  Pioteetor,  ho  was  relumed  ibr  two  places,  Gioueesler 
^  the  icouaty  of.  Chdbidf  nnd  was  appointed  speaker  by  the  ii»*i 
eonanendation  of  GromwdL  Thb  Parliament  proved  unlraelahliv 
and  was  speedily  dissolved;  birt;  Lenlhal  was  among  the  aoat  ap^ 
pawttdy  sealsas  of.  these  who  waited  on  the  Pfoteelor  to  request 
that  ho  would  take  the  title  of  King.  In  theaingle  P^iaraaol^ 
called  by  Richard  CromweU*  ho  sat  in  the  Upper  House,  by  thn^ 
title  of  William  Lord  LeuthaL 

On  the  Beatoratioa  Lenlhal  was  exoepted  from  the  act  of  in* 
deoniiy.  He,  however^  afterwarda  obtained  a  general  pardon. 
When  he,  with  difficulty,  procured  permiMion  to  kisa  the  king'a 
band,  he  is  said  by  Wood  to  *'  have  had  so  deep  a  sense  of  guilt 
and  shame,  that  he  fell  bad^wards  as  he  was  kneeling*'''  He  aller^ 
wards  retired  to  Burford,  in  Oxford^ire,  where  he  boilt  a  ehaprt 
adjoining  bis  bouse,  and  dedicated  much  of  bis  dedining  tim^  lo' 
religious  services.  Books,  also,  claimed  a  portion  of  this  tatan 
aeason  of  his  life,  and  he  evinced  invaiiabbB  aeal  in  patroniaing  tho*: 
learned. 

Lenlhal  appears  to  have  been  a  nmn  indebted  foi  advaneo*- 
meal  to  fortunate  apporlunity^  xather  thim  to  peraonal  talent 

His 
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Uia  love  of  aggraiidixement  wu  evideoUy  too  Etrong  (or  Lis  prin- 
cipies;  bat  still,  he  ia  one  of  the  le&st  objectionable  of  tltc  nil* 
inerous  faulty  chuntcten  of  hit  eventful  era.  He  waded  thniugh 
no  blW  to  nttain  the  favourite  object  ofpureuit;  ami  lie  was  not 
BO  debasM),  or  m  weak,  as  cither  to  couiilerleit,  or  to  eat«rtain, 
UiG  pnritaeical  enthusiasm  of  the  age.  • 

H  nBPSfiEN-CouaT,  the  seat  off  liomns  Hall,  Esq.  li  situated 
about  ene  mile  aoDth  of  Heiilcy.  "  Tho  fuir  iordeibip  of  Uar[)e- 
den,"  «ays  Letaiid,  "  anil  fair  ancieot  large  lauJur  plae«,  vi'iih 
dobil  |courtes,  statiding  in  Oxfordbhir,  within  half  a  mile  of 
Kenle  apon  Taniiiie,  lunggid  to  the  Hnrpedeus,  Gentllmen  of 
Fame,  and  cam  to  the  Fatitcra  of  Barkeshire."  Of  Sir  Humphrey 
FoKter  the  estate  vaa  purchased,  towards  tbc  latter  end  of  the 
rei;^  of  Charles  I.  by  Bartholcmew  Hall,  Esq.  from  wliom  it  de> 
anended  to  tlie  present  proprietor.  The  maniiian  ia  pla<oiI,  ac> 
cording  to  the  taste  of  the  era  in  which  it  wan  built,  on  loo 
low  B  site  for  a  commaod  of  the  fine  scenery  spread  ai^nd;  but 
is  much  adorned  by  the  beech-covered  bilh>  which  protect  it  in 
leuly  every  direction.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  original 
edifice  has  been  taken  down  since  the  period  of  Lelaiid's  Peram- 
bulation. Many  alteration!  were  eH'eetcd  in  the  reign  of  the 
firet  James;  but  there  are  persons  still  livini^  in  the  neighbour* 
-hood  who  remember  the  building  to  have  possessed  two  courts; 
«nil  it  istnditionally  said  to  have  contaioed  seven  halls.  One  «/ 
these  was  denominated  Beggar's  Hall,  and  from  tliat  circuoi- 
fitance  some  have  aupposed  the  house  to  have  heeu  formerly  of  a 
religions  character;  but  the  idea  is  evidently  futile  ;  and  the  ap- 
pellation, iu  all  probabilily,  merely  arose  from  the  indiscriminate 
iounty  of  a  former  pusse.tsor  whcu  the  suppression  of  monat- 
teriea  first  threw  the  old  and  the  indolent  on  the  charity  of  ibe 
landed  interest.  Tlirce  sides  of  one  court  only  remained  when  the 
present  proprietor  acceded  to  the  estate;  and  two  of  these,  com* 
prising  thirty-four  rooms,  have  since  hLea  removed.  Enougii  i* 
still  preacrvird  to  constitute  a  handsome  resideoce,  Wtd  to  convflj 
the  ideas  of  ancient  amplitude  aod  liospitality, 

1  u 


totiooff  baildioz,  vitn  a  v<ki 

•r  tht  ciMoetl,  i«  n  #«eT,  ia  iteae,  fallla' sbAv  Am  EiMhe 

fegv  cfosMd,  avd  the  feet  rafttiBg  ob  ft  iag. 

in  a  l«M«  4rMi^  Bot  dusiailar  n  §CD«ml 

the  MrU  tf  the  npp^r  gw—t  itsttafiia^  Ukt 

hclaw  the  kaeei.    A  ttme-edged  raorip 

tened  toumI  Oe  loins  hr  a  hraad  hdt;  adl  the 

■eated  vHh  Me  hud  Ml  the  hil^  aad  the  ether  «■ 

ift  the  act  dT  dmviiig  it    The  keek  are  atved  viifc  apan.   Fwm 

the  vMt  ef  amew,  adi  firoa  the  drewHlawe  «r  tte  avwd 

Mug  oalr  F«rtly  draws.  On,  prebahly,  «aa  a  Inighl  vhe  hid 

dedicatal  bis  aerrice  lo  the  war  ia  the  Hely-had,  hwt  died  hcfat 

he  eoidd  carry  hia  iatentieD  inle  e&ct 

flBiPiJhKE,  a  |Mrish  jeiaiag  Harpaden  ea  the  aaath,  eeBtaiaa  a 
naiaher  of  rural  teaeaieBta,  agieeaUy  aaatlaiwd  aaMDf  the  hlb 
•f  thin  aaequal  district  The  chtureh  is  a  respectable  Oslhic 
straetore,  situated  en  an  eaiineaoe  bofderiog  on  the  lifar 
Thames.  The  tower  has  an  embattled  parapet,  and  is  ie»- 
dered  highly  pielares^pe  by  a  profusioB  of  ivy  which  hsa  as 
ikmly  issimisted  its  miry  braachea  into  the  iissarea  of  the  h«il4> 
*  Ing,  that  it  would  apf»etr  rather  to  impart  atrength  than  Is 
•eommfinieate  injury.  The  boilding  ia  composed  chiefly  of 
the  flint  so  plentifully  found  in  the  neighboarfaeod,  and  is 
divided  by  two  rows  of  Gothic  arehes,  aad  a  rude  aad  aaeieot 
acreeii  of  oak,  into  a  nave,  chanoeU  snd  south  aisle.  The  areht- 
tcctore  is  evidently  of  diftreat  periods  ;  and  the  aiab  ea  the 
aoutli  was,  probably,  the  whole  of  the  original  church,  aa  there 
appear  the  MBiaiBS  of  a  elmacel  in  a  raised  phitlorm  at  the  east 
The  diuroh  eoataiBs  several  ancient  monnments  of  the  Bluodens 
and  Piowdcns,  both  of  which  familiea  formerly  possessed  consi- 
derable 
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<9«rtbl«  MlatM  in  lh«  neighbonrhood.  A  pkin  maral  Ublct,  lik»- 
wU«,  cotituins  lli«  foltowiiig  inadequate  memorial  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Granger,  author  of  llie  Biogrupliiciit  History  of  Eni^land, 
who  long  conscientioualy  dischar^'ed  Ihe  vicarial  dutioa  of  tliii 
paiiab: 

H  .J 

Jncutiai  Cringrr 

Iiujat  PuDCliiR  Vicuiitt 

qui  iibiit 

]5"».  die  Aprili) 

I77S. 


I  j£utU       63. 


The  Vicftrage  is  Geporatcd  from  the  churcli-yard  only  by  a 
narrow  nnd  rgnil  lane.  When  Mr.  Granger  ome  to  the  living. 
the  house,  in  the  words  of  the  Terrier  of  the  Vicarage,  coubikImI 
merely  of  "  two  floori,  three  ruoaia  «u  a  floor."  Mr.  Grtiuger 
made  some  additions,  among  which  was  a  room  for  the  reception 
«f  his  numerous  prints  illuhtrative  of  tlie  Biographical  Hiatory. 
Many  tastefol  alleratiooa  have  been  efiecteil  liy  the  Rer.  Mr. 
Ilowinan,  the  present  vicar;  and  the  natural  beauties  of  the 
sibiHtion  aid  In  rendering  it  oue  at  Ihe  looiit  dealrable  Hpots  of 
residence  in  the  couuly.  It  ix  impossible  to  view  tbia  elegant 
and  sequestered  abode  without  reflecting  on  Ihe  many  hours  hap- 
pily dedicated,  by  its  former  possessor,  to  a  work  equally  estims' 
ble  to  the  amateur  of  the  arts,  and  to  the  student  of  human 
character.  It  is  equally  impouihle  to  avoid  regret  wbeu  we  re- 
member the  inelnncholy  Bbruplnesii  with  which  those  literary 
latioun  were  terminated.  Mr.  Granger  waa  aeiied  with  apoplexy, 
while  standing  ut  the  communion  table,  in  Ibe  face  of  hii  congre- 
gation. He  breathed  for  some  )>boi't  time  after  he  wua  earned 
home,  but  never  apoke.  Many  of  Lis  former  parishioners  have  t 
vivid  recollection  of  hia  simple  UDassuning  manners,  and  talc* 
pleasure  in  bestowing  the  humble  tribute  of  tbcir  praUe  on  hi« 
genuine  worth. 

Beneath  the  ancient  maDor-honse  of  Sbiplake,  not  far  distant 
TOL.  XI L  Z  from 
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f^uin  Ihe  vicar3'g.c>  v&s  ^  vjiacious  *;rypl>  vilh  a  groiocil  roof,. a 
tvO'Separale  aial^e?,  or  aveaqes,  distinctly  matbed.  TLfesI 
«f  the  ccjuiqns  were  very  cliorl.  aad  li>e  capilal  aoJ  baseof  ei 
i|f  complete  praBervalion.  This  house  was  lately  pulled  doif 
for  the  value  of  tlie  malci-itilB,  by  a  farmer  of  Ihc  modem  achl 
who  had  hargalued  for  the  eEUte  od  speculation,  though  vitba 
being  able  to  fultil  Ihe  covenaots  of  putchaee,  and  the  stone  n 
of  the  crypt  was  disposed  of  as  common  lumber. 

By  Letters  Patent,  Edward  VI.  in  the  first  year  of  his  ti 
granted  the  vicarage  to  the   dean  anil  canons  of  WiodBor. 
register  of  this  parish  commences  only  ia  1(172,  and  does  not  o 
tain  any  remarkable  entries. 

Oi^  Shipli^ke  Hill  is  the  seat  of  J^rd  Mark  Kerr,  thitd  s 
tfie  Marquis  of  Lolhiau.     Tjiis  mansion  and  its  dependent  h 
^ere  long  in  the  family  of  Deane^  of  which  proprietors  they  i 
p'urcliMed  by  John  llansconib,  Esq.  who  sold  them  lo  the  p 
n'oMe  owner. ,  The  house  has  been  considerably  aiigmented|l 
Lord  l^'ork,  and  oonitnauds  rich  views  over  the  vale  of  B 
■lid  the  more  distaiil  jiiirLsof  BurkBhi^e. 

At  the  bottom  of  a  pond  on  Binjield  Heath,  in  this  p 
Lave  been  found  many  oak,  trees,  rjuite  firm  and  sound,  but  i 
throughout  9s  black  as  ebony.  Several  of  these  were  discov<^ 
in  the  Beventecuth  century,  and  are  raeDlioncd  by  Plot,  in  | 
Natural  History ;  and  many  have,  likewise,  been  found  vitliin  }l 
few  years  lately  passed.  The  black  dye  Plot  supposes  to  have  b 
produced  by  a  "  vitiiolic  humour  in  the  earth,  which  joining  % 
oak,  the  parent  of  a  sort  of  Cafis,  might  reasonably  enoil 
produce  such  an  eflcct,"  The  timber  was  probably  thrown  into 
the  pond,  or  dyke,  in  whicli  it  was  found,  by  the  earliest  class  of 
agriculturists,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  ground  in- 
tended for  tillage.  On  the  same  heath  is  one  of  the  geologies^ 
plitcuomena,  termed  Swallows.  Tltese  curious  oatuml  drains,  into 
which  the  land-Hood  waters  flow  and  disappear, 
found,  as  iu  the  present  instance,  ou  high  lands.  *' 

*  Sc«  BuDiiti,  &c.  tut  N'ocHiUBploBibire,  p,  U9iM 
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Bell-Hatch,  near  Binfield  H^ath,  is  the  pleasant  retired  r^* 
dence  of  John  Hanscomh,  Esq.    This  is  one  of  the  embelliihed , 
agriailtaral  abodes  which  display  all  the  comforts  of  life  witbpat . 
any  of  its  ostentation. 

Crowsley,  or,  as  it  is  termed  in  ancient  writings,  Crouhlbt* 
Park,  was  formerly  in  possession  of  the  Aldsworth  funily,  and  ia 
now  the  seat  of  John  Atkyns  Wright,  Esq.  one  of  the  repre- 
aentatives  in  Parliament  for  the  city  of  Oxford.  The  house  is  a 
brick  building,  ornamented  with  an  embattled  parapet  and  squani 
towers,  and  has  received  many  improvements  from  its  present 
highly-rcspectcd  possessor.  The  park  contains  about  one  hon* 
dred  and  sixty  acres,  and  is  well  stocked  with  deer,  and  enriched 
with  flourishing  oaks.  Mr.  Atkyns  Wright  is  Lord  of  the  manoci 
of  Crowsley,  Shiplake,  and  Lashbrook. 

The  village  of  Cayersham  is  seated  on  the  banks  of  tha 
Thames,  and  is  one  mile  distant  from  Reading,  in  Berkshire.  , 
At  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey  '^  Walter  Gifard  held  of 
the  king  twenty  hides  in  Caversham.  Land  to  twenty-one 
ploughs.'^  There  were  then  in  the  demesne  four  ploughs  and 
two  bondmen ;  and  twenty-eight  villanes  with  thii;^en  bordars  had 
thirteen  ploughs. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  is  built  of  fliut^  on  which 
has  been  laid  a  coating  of  plaisler.  The  architecture  is  of  dif- 
ferent ages.  Acsording  to  Dr.  Ducarel,  the  original  church, 
thirty  feet  long  by  twenty,  was  built  in  the  time  of  Henry  L   . 

I  I 

which  opinion  he  founds  on  the  character  of  two  lancet  windows 
on  the  south  side.  The  north  aisle  the  same  writer  places  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  IL  from  its  windows  of  three  munious;  and 
the  continuation  of  the  aisle  to  the  east  end  he  assigns  to  the 
time  of  Henry  IV.  The  antiquity  of  the  lower  division  of  the 
steeple  is  proved  by  a  Norman  arch  on  the  interior :  the  upper  . 
part  is  of  wood,  painted  white.  In  this  church  is  preserved  a  pro* 
clamation  of  King  James,  appointing  certain  days  for  persons  dis« 
eased  with  the  evil  to  receive  the  royal  touch. 
The  canons  of  Nottely,  in  Buckinghamshire,  had  a  cell  here;, 

22  •p' 


ond  Mtme  fragmentary  remains  of  their  chapel  maj  still  h«  traead 
near  the  bridge.  In  this  chapel  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Luiidou,  ona  , 
o(  the  vistlors  ap|)oiateJ  hy  Henry  VIII.  was  a  famous  relic,  "  an 


augel  with  o 


;,  which  brought 


rsham  the  spear- head 


that  pierced  our  Saviour  on  the  Cross!"  It  appears  from  th« 
MonasticoD,  that  Caversliam  church  was  a  part  of  tlie  endowmeut  ^ 
of  the  canous  of  Noltely. 

There  was,  also,  a  fouudation  attached  to  the  church,  termed  , 
Oar  Lady's  Chape).     Kennel,  in  his  Parochial  Antiquities,  «b-  • 
servec,  that  Gilbert  Mareschall,  Earl  of  Femhrukt^,  uiave  to  Uie  , 
caaons  of  Nolteley  the  tithes  of  all  histnilU  and  fisheries  at Caver- 
shnm,  and  twdvesbilling'syearly,  for  the  maintenance  of  two  lamps 
in  the  chapel  of  our  Lady. 

When  the  town  of  Reading  was  besieged  by  the  Parliamenta- 
rian force  duripg  the  civil  war,  this   village  sliareit  largely  is 
the  calamities  of  the  neighbourJiood,  and 
(he  theatre  of  a  skirmish  of  some  conaetjuence.     After  tlie  torn 
had  huDg  out  a  while  flag,  and  while  the  parties  were  treatiag) 
concerning  articles  of  surrender,  Mttne  troops  of  the  king^i 
ni^h,  by  mistake.,  and  the  scene  which  ensued  is  thus  dt»cril 
in  the  diary  kept  hy  Sir  Samuel  Luke:  "  In  the  Interim,  v 
Cawtam  Uill,  unexpected  to  us,  came  his  Majesty's  Forces,  nod 
the  Command  of  General  Ruveu  and  Prince  Rohert,  consisting 
uhout  forty  Cullours  of  Horse  and  uise  Regiments  of  Foole, 
ordnance  and  othtr  amniunilinn ;  they  fell  upon  a  loose  Regii 
that  lay  there  to  kecpe  the  Bridge,  and  gave  them  a  forious 
sault  both  with  their  ordnance  and  men,  one  BuUel  being  taken 
hy  our  Men  which  weighed  twenty-four  Pounds,  at  the  It 
This  was  answered  with  our  Mn^kctts,  and  we  nia<lc  the  Hill 
holt  for  them  that  they  were  forced  to  retreate,  leaving  behind 
KevenBodyes  of  as  personable  Men  ascvtr  were  seene,  and  most  of 
their  armes;  besides  others  which  fell  in  three  ur  four  }i\\\isi 
rompasse,  as  they  retreated.     And  it  is  saycd  that  with! 
Miles  tfiere  were  500  hurl  men  dccsl  iu  a  Barue,  besides 
IVisonera  which  wee  touke,  and  many  burl  raeit  within  our 
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ciiicts,  to  which  wee  sent  the  next  Morning  our  Surgions  todresse^ 
and  gave  orders  to  have  the  dead  Bodyes  bnryedhy  the  Parishioners 
where  they  were  slaine." 

In  the  ground  attached  to  the  small,  but  neat^  cottage  of  Mr. 
WiRiains,  on  Caversham  Hill,  a  mineral  spring  was  discovered 
in  the  year  1803.  "  The  water  is  saturated  to  the  highest  de- 
gree with  iron,  held  in  solution  hy  the  carbonic  acid  of  gas.  From 
a  gallon  of  water  thirty-two  grains  of  solid  contents  have  been  pro- 
ciuedf  the  g^reater  part  of  which  seemed  to  be  an  oxyd  of  iron  *." 

Caversham  Lodge,  the  seat  of  C.  Marsac,  Esq.  has  already 
been  noticed  in  the  volume  of  this  work  for  Berkshire,  page  107. 
In  additien  to  the  circmnstances  there  mentioned  it  may  be  ob- 
served, that  the  ancient  house  in  which  Anne  of  Denmark,  Queen 
of  James  I.  was  entertained,  and  in  which  King  Charles  T.  was 
permitted  to  have  an  interview  with  his  children,  was  situate 
Betrer  to  the  Thames  than  the  present  structure.  It  is  described 
by  Campion  f  as  a  fair  liouse,  composed  of  brick.  In  the  front 
of  the  mansion  were  tliree  avenues  of  trees,  the  central  of  which 
waa  called  the  Queen's  Walk,  in  remembrance  of  Anne  of  Den- 
maik.  This  name  is  still  traditionally  preserved,  though  the 
avenue  has  been  removed,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  line  is  ex- . 
hibited  by  some  thickly-matted  elms,  wliicli  have  sprung  from  se- 
veral of  the  tree-roots  suffered  to  remain  in  the  ground.  A  se- 
cond of  the  avenues  was  termed  the  King's  Walk,  in  honour  of 
Charles  I. 

The  whole  of  the  grounds  attached  to  the  house  consist  of  about 
iive  hundred  acres.  These  were  laid  out  in  their  present  beau- 
tiful form  by  Lord  Cadogan,  with  tlie  assistance  of  Brown,  who 
certainly  could  iiud  Capability  iu  tlicse  premises  without  the 
exercise  of  any  unusual  ingenuity.      It  was  in  conse<]ueiiCc  of 

Z  3  Browu's 

*  This  statement  is  extracted  from  "  observatioiii  and  eKprrinients/'  &c. 
m\\  the  virtues  of  this  chalybeate,  written  by  the  Ker.  T<  £»  Wiiliams,  tb« 
^ery  ingenious  son  of  the  proprietor. 

t  In  hit  curious  account  of  the  entcrtaiuucnt  (;jven  at  Caversham  to  Qneea 
Jtnne,  in  1613. 
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Brown's  ad? ice  that  the  long  and  ancient  avennes  of  trees  were  re- 
inoyed. 

RoTHERFiELD  Peppard^  r  parish  OR  the  sooth^west  of  Hen* 
ley«  was  styled  simply  Rotherfield»  till  the  thirteenth  centnry, 
when  it  acquired  its  additional  appellation  from  William  Pipard^ 
or  Pypard^  who  held  this  manor  of  the  honour  of  Wallingford^ 
as  a  part  of  six  knight's  fees  granted  to  him,  upon  homage,  hy 
Henry  III.  in  the  year  1225.— Ralph  Pipard  was  created  a  baron 
by  writ  of  summons  to  Parliament,  in  the  twenty-fiAh  of  Edwanl 
I.  From  the  Pipards  the  manor  and  advowson  passed  by  mar* 
riage  to  the  Botelers,  in  the  time  of  Edward  II.  The  Botelers 
•old  to  the  Draytons,  and  of  Richard  Drayton  the  property  was 
acquired  by  the  family  of  Stonor.  Thomas  Stonor,  Esq.  was  lord 
and  patron  in  tlie  year  1502.  Sir  Leoline  Jenkins  afterwards  pro- 
cored  the  advowson,  and  bestowed  it  on  Jk»os  College,  Oxford. 

Under  a  pond  near  Blounfi  Court,  in  this  parish,  were  feood, 
in  the  year  1675,  several  oak  trees,  the  discovery  of  which  was 
attended  with  some  interesting  circumstances.  According  to  a 
copiouM  statement  in  Plot's  Natural  History  it  appears  that  the 
labourcm,  on  cleansing  the  pond  for  the  benefit  of  the  soil, 
came  to  the  top  branches  of  a  large  tree.  Mr.  Stonor,  of  Wat- 
iington  Park,  to  i^hom  the  pond  belonged,  then  caused  a  pit  to 
bo  dug,  about  twenty  yards  over,  and  fifty  or  sixty  feet  deep. 
By  thus  penetrating  the  8oil  the  workmen  extricated  many 
whole  oaks,  "  whereof  one  stood  upright,  perpendicular  to  tlie 
horizon ;  the  others  lay  obliquely ;  only  one  was  inverted,  the 
forked  end  downward.  Beside  the  trees,  all  along  as  the  la^ 
bourcrs  dn«|:,  they  met  with  plenty  of  hazel  nuts,  from  within 
a  yard  of  the  surface  to  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  which  Time's 
tron  tedh  had  not  yet  cracked.  The  oaks  had  none  of  them 
any  roots,  Lut  were  plainly  cut  off  at  WicKerf,  as  is  used  in 
felling  timber;  and,  near  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  were  found  a 
large  stag's  head,  with  the  brow-antlers  as  sound  as  the  beam  it- 
self,  and  two  Roman  urns,  both  of  which  were  broken  by  the  A- 
curious  workmen." 

Dr.  IMot  observes,  that  it  is  very  unlikely  these  oaka  should 
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J  bnricd,  M  was   pvobriily  iTie   cnse   with    tliose   on  BinlieU 
Heath,  lueroly  lor  Ihe  iliaeocu inhering  of  the  suil ;  uud  he  veu< 
tures  to  suppose  llial  Uicrt  is  a  miue  benealli  (he  iipol  on  wbi«Jti 
tliey  vern  found.      'I'liis  m\ap  he  conjectures   to   be  of  silver, 
rather  than  ui  any  other  metal,  on  account  u{  an  "  alaJiaatriiie, 
«r  Bpar-likc,  EuWtanci;,  wlikh  was  mixed  with  the  muiilil."     He 
endeaTours  to  strengthen  his  bpiuion,  by  ohscrving  that  a  con- 
siderable dci^rce  of  heat  prevailed  at  the  holtom  of  the  pit,  m  Ik 
tiiiual  near  a  mine-chamber.     Some  of  the  nuts  and  trees  were, 
Bkewiae,  covered  with  "  a  bluiab  substaitre,  which  he  helieTcd 
to  be  Cceruleum  nativoin."      Uavlu;;  thus  argued  himself  into 
the  belief  of  a  mine  exifiUn;,  he  proceeds  tu  observe,  that  it  yia» 
probably  worked  by  the  Romami,  and  wus  closed  hy  them  on 
(juiltlag  this  coonlry, "  first  by  throwing;  in  IreeSj  which,  not  lyiog 
tiose  enough  immediately  to  support  the  carlli,  were  alter  mrered 
li  liazels,  when  the  nuls  were  fully  ripe,  on  which  they  heaped 
,  which,  after  some  lime,  sinking  below  the  snrlace  of  Ihe 
T  ground,  might  occasion  this  pond." 
ROTflEltrtELD  Gray,  or  Grey,  adjoins  the  preceding  parish, 
I  Bcqoires  the  distinctive  part  of  its  appellation  from  John  de 
ly,  crealed  Baron  Grey  in  the  a5th  of  Edward  I.    This  John 
I  of  ■  yonnger  branch  of  the  family  of  Wnher  Grey,  Arcbhi- 
Bp  of  York,  from  whom  they  gained  the  property  of  Rotber- 
Fftim  the  Greys  the  estate  passed  to  the  Lovels;  anil 
U,  by  attaijider,  reverting  to  the  Crown,  was  bestowed  oa  ^it4 
itiljr  of  KnoRyB.     Of  that  fomily  it  was  parchased  by  the  aB 
tons,  with  whnm  it  still  remains. 
Iln  this  parish  tho  noble  family  of  Grey  built  an  exlenswe  and 
tellated  mansion,  some  pari  of  which  yet  remains,  and  is  a(- 
[ched  to   the  present  edifice,  termed   Creys-Courf,  llie  rest- 
nice  of  Lady  Stnpleton,  mother  of  Lord  Le  Oespencer.    TU 
hclent  Baronial -ho  II  Ee  appears  to  have  consisted  of  two  quudr«n< 
'is;  and  a  great  part  of  the  site  may  still  be  traced,  chiefly  in 
Hwnt  of  tho  present  building,  by  the  patched  state  of  the  gtas!! 
r  K  long  continuance  of  dry  weather. 

Z  4  Th« 
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Tiic  money  raised  for  the  poor  io   IS03  was  473GI.  Mb.  1 
naking  an  average  of  tia.  'Sid,  iu  tlie  pouiid. 


MAFLEDra 


1  B  smiill  village  od  Ui«  ttoritr  of  4ba  I 


I 


^^H  I  tie 


TbuneB,  three  miles  ilJsUint  from  CftversKani.  This  fiame  4 
rifM  some  importance  from  tLe  large  and  venerable  n 
the  Blount  family,  a  building  of  ti>e  Eliiabethau  age,  nnto 
hy  innovation.  Tlie  bouse  is  sraled  on  ;in  eslentive  I. 
ftODt  is  an  avenue  of  uoblc  elms,  more  tlian  a  mile  u 
It  is  impoastble  to  appcot  e  tbe  llat  situalioat  and  sUai^t  li 
«f  which  OUT  fbreTatbers  were  so  fond  ;  bat,  where  theirs) 
are  rerereoUy  permitted  to  remain,  it  is  certain^  d 
preserve,  in  every  respect,  a  contistency  of  fealHre. 
clomp  liefore  an  ancient  poicli  seems  as  preposterous  as  i 
ruffle  of  lace  placed  on  the  statue  of  a  knight  ia  ariBttar. 
mist  be  allowed,  that  if  cansisteocy  of  antiijue  coetume  m 
TtcJated  in  any  particular,  it  in  iu  regard  to  the  ilisposaJ  tt  i 
cdrcflinstaaces  of  appendant  scenery  wliich  should  not,  i 
instance,  have  been  rendered  subservient  Io  the  caprice  of  ti 
sad  which  are  always  most  pleasing  when  they  approach  the  n 
chwely  to  Ihe  sportive  boldness  of  nature. 
-  DurtDg  the  civil  war  Sir  Charles  Blount  lived  at  Mapled 
kam,  and  by  him  the  house  was  fortified  in  aid  of  the  royal  cause, 
■rhea  tlie  town  of  Reading  apprehended  a  siege.  Sir  Arthur 
Aston,  the  governor  of  Reading,  soperinteuded  the  fort ilieations 
ia  person  ;  and  the  sitnation  of  the  place  rendered  it  a  post  of 
importance.  It  was  courageously  defended  when  exposed  to  as- 
■ault,  but  WRK  nt  length  compelled  to  submit.  l>uring  the  at* 
(ack  Hvernl  of  the  Parliamenlaiian  soldiers  were  much  hnrt  by 
th«  bursting  of  tlieir  ovrn  petard. 

Among  many  family  pictures  preserved  in  this  mansion,  u  a 
portrait  of  Mrs.  Martha  Blount,  tho  well -remembered  friend  of 
Pope. 

The  hills  are  ranged  in  soft  and  beautiful  variety  aloug  tba 

of  the   Thames   in  this  nciithbourhood.     Through  the 

thick. 


tbick  WooJs  vhi^h  now  only  crown  tlie  top  ol;  tlicel^ltions,  aai 
jiow  beetle  down  even  lo  their  Use,  are  cut  wnlLs  proli&c  of  cafi- 
ii*atii)g  prospects.  This  divibiou  of  the  county  in  inileoil  cliiefly 
calcal^teil  for  the  pictorial  traveller  ;  niicl,  iu  the  absence  of  more 
important  objects  of  uotice,  wc  must  observe  ihat,  iit  CnUent- 
Kntt,  the  name  given  lo  a  few  scattered  houses  between  Mnplo- 
durham  and  Whitchurch,  there  is  a  small  public-liouse  once  he 
ooored  with  the  presenc«  of  King  Clwrlcs  I.  Wliiie  CliuJes  wi 
fuSered  to  remain  at  Cavershau  Lodge  be  rode  this  way,  undl 
the  esccrt  of  a  troop  of  horse,  fiowls  were  then  a  fashioiutilB 
nnuiaement ;  and  the  inn  of  the  haiolet  posEcssed  a  bowling-nreeD, 
OCCasioDally  resorted  to  by  neigbbouring  gentry.  The  king  U 
said  to  have  forgotten  for  e  time  his  sorrows,  and  to  bnve  ainustd 
llimself  with  the  exercise  of  the  place.  A  pnrtrait  of  the  woman 
who  thea  kept  the  house,  and  waited  on  the  king,  is  still  pre- 
■ened  as  a  memorial  of  the  occurrence, 

p^sc^diiig  trom  Collen's-End  we  come  to  IIarowicke. 
Hovs£,  Ibe  seat  of  Philip  Lybbe  Powys,  Esq.  a  hajtdsome  aiul 
ancient,  but  not  very  large,  ra^msion,  on  the  border  of  Uic  river. 

At  the  disUncc  of  a  mile  and  a.  half  is  W hitch UKCli.  This 
villi^e  has  lat^'ly  been  inuch  rmprovcd,  in  consequence  of  an  act 
of  Parliuinept  obtained  for  the  purposes  of  enuloeiiig  lite  eiiinmojt 
and  comraontible  lands,  and  of  erecting  a  bi'idge  ov^r  ihe  River 
Thames  to  form  a  commuoicalion  with  the  opposite  village  of 
Paogbourn.  The  bridge  was  built  in  1793,  of  onk  limber,  and 
it  Ordered  ^  each  side  with  a  balustrade.  The  whole  is  coti- 
spiciHU|a  for  nealiies^j  and  for  lightness  of  eflect. 

^bi(fhurch  for  some  time  allbrdcd  n  rt::sidence  to  Dr.  VV^Ili^, 
one  of  the  profrssors  of  Gteshnm  College,  and  a  umthematician 
an4  B*^tnmAiian  of  well-earned  celebrity.  Iu  the  street  of  the 
village  arc  many  respectable  dwellings  of  the  middle  charactfir; 
sad,  nearer  to  the  Tiiamee,  is 

W4LLiet<iTE-Hot'SE,  the  scat  of  John  Simeon,  Esq.  one  of 
the  )wpre»enlativeg  in  Parliament  for  the  town  of  Reading. 

.«|L  ^  slutrH  distaUG«  from  the  resideuce  of  Mr.  Simeon  is 
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■  ]CoouBE- Lodge,  s  mansion  lati'Iy  erected  by  SuddfI  Gardiner, 
I  Esq.  Id  r^Brd  to  home  sceoery  Kir.  Gardiaer  has  Ihe  merit  of 
I  an  entire  cre.ition.  He  foand  a  spot  nearly  level,  eomewhal 
I  subject  to  encroBcbmenls  Trom  the  Thames,  and  quite  devoid  of 
1  vood,  Ihe  great  essential  of  the  pictnresque.  Al!  llmt  art  could 
I  do  hRs  been  effected.  His  plantations  thicken  round,  and  pro- 
I    wise  soon  to  embower  his  waJks,  and  lo  impart  relief  and  Bhadfl 

■  to  hiE  spaciuQi  residence.  In  the  mean  lime  he  has  a  rich  spread 
W  of  scenery  at  no  grett  distance,  to  recompense  for  protracted 
I  •xpeclation.  The  meander  of  the  Thames,  in  the  neighbourhood 
L  wi  Ilia  seat,  assumes  the  tranquil  semblance  of  a  lake,  on  the 
I  glassy  bosom  of  which  hlands  reflected  a  weighty  mass  of  foliage 
I  from  the  BerkEhire  side  of  the  water.  Beyond  is  a  gay  and 
I  connlleas  saecesEion  of  bills,  smiling  in  cultivation,  or  affltrent 
I  ii  wood  aod  uUurml  Terdare. 

I  The  next  village  on  the  Oxfordshire  side  of  Ihe  Tharac*  i» 
W  GoRiKG.  Here  was  an  Augustine  nnnnery,  foonded  in  the  reign 
r  «f  Henry  U.  and  ralued,  al  the  Dissolution,  at  601.  Ss.  6i.  per 
mnmm.  The  aite  was  granted,  in  the  30th  of  Henry  VIII.  lo 
Cbaries,  D>ike  of  Sufftlk ;  and,  mx  years  aRerwards,  to  Sir  Tko- 
.    Mas  Pope. 

I       The  buildings  in  this  pboe  ara  Imnble,  and  are,  lu  general, 
r  deatitsle  of  that  ncktaew  wUeb  ofta  affords  more  heartfelt  in- 
'    terest  than  architectnnd  splcndovr.     Serial  disjoined  fragments 
«f  the  nvnnery  yet  lingn'  in  ptu^ieauire  decay. 

Near  tkts  plan  the  lluMtM-slreet  quitted  Oxfordshire.  Wa 
have  alrv*dy  obterred  tint  ma  Incca  of  that  Reman  road  can  be 
r«tt^y  nnrtoiuBd  «a  the  rtUrm  side  of  Ihe  Thames,  beyAod 
Gc«ffe-Ban,  dwiaat  aevty  tkrr«  miks  from  Goring. 

la  thg  ricuuty  ot  this  viUagv,  ud  an  the  very  margin  of  the 
Thimra.  ■•  a  — d«ci— I  «*lv.  tcrvcd  Sprinxwelt.  This  spring 
was  •!  k«k  »«r»«e  w  •*•  *wfy  fvt  of  Oie  last  ceulnry  ;  and  a 
luoit  eem^*****"  ••  •"•*•  perfontic^  ky  it  in  cutaneous  canes, 
^  i-  *'**^  •'  "*  ''^''*'  "«v  be  seen  in  the  Reading  Mer- 
c^  tot  J"^'  "**■  "  I.»d  its  d»j  „,  celebrity,  and  is  now  di.- 
regarded. 
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Tlie  country  people  liave  sagaciouily  discoTcred  tU«. 
csuse  of  iU  loss  6f  efficacy  :  when  the  water  cured,  it  was  db> 
pensed  ijnituitouiily  ;  ihe  proj>rietor  tlieo  demuided  a  fee  fnm 
patients,  and  the  virtue  disappeared. 

MoNGEWEU.  is  the  seat  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham.  At  Uis 
time  of  tlie  Norroau  survey  Mongevell  fornied  a  part  of  Lewkaor 
Hundred,  and  «&s  lieUi  uf  Earl  Williain  by  Roger  de  Laci.  It 
tbeii  possessed  two  milU,  and  was  valued  at  fourteen  pouuds. 

The  country   in  tlii^  Deighbourhood  loses  mauy  of  the  attrac- 
tive features  whicli  wc  have  noticed   iu  the  more  southerly  parts 
of  tlie  liundri'd.     The  hills  sinli  into  downs;  aud  we  no  longer 
see  a  rich  coverlet  of  beeeh  protrude  its  beauties  close  to  tlie 
bank  of  the  great  river.     I'he  mansjou  is  unfavourably  placed 
for  a  cuinmaud  of  Gceiiery  ;  but  tJie  attached  grounds  are  esten-  , 
sive,  and  arranged  with  much  taste.     The  exemplary  steps  takes 
by  the  dignified  aud  truly  amiable  |>ropTielor  la  improve  the  m&n> 
tiers  of  llic  neighbouriLi({  peasantry  have  been  noticed  iu  our  pre-k 
ffttory  stateioeut  of  circumstances  (jenerally  connected  with  tliii  - 
county. 

From  the  vicinity  of  Mongewell  the  Roman  vallum,  termed 
Grime's  Dike,  runs  into  a  south-east  direction  towards  Nuffield.*    , 

Cbowmarsi]  Gifford  is  a  village  separuled  from  the  town  of* 
Walliugford  by  the  River  Thames.  In  Domesday  it  is  wrjttea 
Cravmarei,  aud  stands  there  as  ihe  properly  of  Walter  Gifard. 
From  the  surname  of  tliis  possessor  it  evidently  acquired  the 
second  part  of  its  present  appellation.  At  the  lime  of  the  survey 
it  was  valued  at  twenty  pounds. 

When  King  Stepheu  besieged  the  Empi'ess  Matilda  in  the  town 
uf  Wallingfurd,  he  suiTOunded  the  castle  of  that  place  with  a. line 
strengthened  by  forts,  the  principal  of  which  was  at  Craumerie. 
Prince  Henry,  (alterwarda  Henry  II.)  Matilda's  son,  hastened 
to  the  aid  of  his  mother,  and  is  said  to  have  thrown  lines  of  cir- 
cumfallatiDn  completely  round  the  works  of  the  besiegers.  Un> 
able  to  reduce  the  towu,  Stephen  consented  to  a  parley.     During 

the 

•  See  pigB  I*. 


SCO 


OJlFOftSSSIBC. 


IP 


I 


the  Qoi^vttiice  the  king  otuod  oa  Uie  il'roviniush  side  of  Ibe^J 
river,  vljile  tho  princo  &nd  hU  frieuds  lined  Die  opposite  buiS^fl 
A  nominal  penes  "u  the  result. 

At  I/isden,  in  tlie  more  elovateil  part  of  this  ifigtnct,   Jolii 
Read,  Esij.  has  m  ■grpcnblfe  resideuce  ;  and  nt   Cane  End  m  J 
the  t«s{KtUblc  family  mansion  of  Williaii)  Vanilentegeo,  Esq. 

EWELM  HUNDRED 

ia  north  of  Laagtroe.     Miidi  of  Ihis  district  is  yet  In  opra  fi 
and  it  contains  nearly  every  ponible  variety  oTiiuit, 

Etvclm  Hundred  cuniprii>(«  (he  township  of  Liltle  itatrly,  ttu 
Tythin^  of  Uuieowbt;  with  Brocli ham p toll,  and  the  follbwiitj^ 
parisheB,  liberlies,  and  liamlets:  Beniiiat;lon,  with  Crowmonh-, 
Battle,  BtrKick-ScUinae,   Bri^htircll-Baldii'm,    BriitcrU,    {tic 
BrigltlwellJ  Prior,    Chafgrort,    Vn^liam,  EaSingt&n,  EwebK^ 
Grfat  Haiely.  LaUh/ord,  Kyeat  and  Lobh,  NeUlcbed,  . 
inglon,   wilb    Berwick- Prior,    yvffield,    Raffbrd,    Stcmcomhe^ 
iVurboTOtt^h,  and  ll'arpsgrove. 

The  niuiiey  raised  for  the  poor  in  1903  vts  511-5!.  4s.  4jJ.- 
uiakiDg  an  average  nf  48.  lUd.  in  the  pound. 

The  village  of  Eweum,  distinguished  hy  giving  a  name  to  ti 
hundred,  is  situate  aboal  tiro  miles  norlh  hy  east  of  The 
Itud  London  road,  aud  is  distant  from  (he  city  or  Oxford  thirtee 
tniliis.  In  ancit-nl  writings  the  name  occurs  as  Xetn-Elme. 
land  tliiukit  thai  tho  appellaliun  «tis  derived  "  from  a  great  F 
afore  the  Manor-Place,  and  EInies  gr6w!n^  about  it."  The  ri 
deep  sbil  of  the  place  is  extremely  favourable  to  the  groirlh  i 
elm-timber ;  and,  from  the  freqncni^y  of  such  trees  in  tlie  ni 
bourhoud,  it  seems  probable  that  the  village  obtuiued  ila  i 
anteas  it  be  ascribed  to  the  Saxou  Evelmc,  vliich  eigm11e«'t1 
Acad  of  a  Uieam. 

Ewelm  is  a  rural  scqueslcred  village,  partly  bnilt  on  an  ( 
vated  spot;  from  which  desirable  circumstance  of  site  it  <x 
i  tine  and  txtcosive  views.    From  l|je  ground  attached  to  a 


hm^  fanv^y  oeoipied  by-  the  pnteDt-^Miop  of  ^LoMov,  Ikii' 
fiMj^ects  are  remarkably  pieUireiif«^<  and  embratee-tke  vindft^'^ 
•^  the  Rirer  TMmea^  sQiira  o£  tba  riabeftt  of  the  Benkdiirtfiiin^ 
Mil  (he  lo«g-exten(]ed  jNid  beavtiful  nle  of  White-Hone. 

Kear  the  chorch  is  an  ancient  manatonj  fenleriy  the  tthhleae^^ 
ef'Sir  Edward  jCope,  Bart  and  aftenrafda  of  Sir  HaSebraHi^ 
Jaceb^  wheae  gcandfiither  is  mentioned  with  ao  mndh)  ftfenfly* 
eateem  by  the  poet  Drydea.  In  the  tioM  of  Sir  RiUeUtmi  tlMP 
groaida.of '  this  manaion  were  adortted  with  long  avenaei  of  nrnf^" 
rable  limts  treea;  bat  na  Hamadryal  interpoaad  an  eSeaebrii'- 
frayer,  and  the  hand  •  of  Inuovatioa  haa  .apotM  theaii  of  tlMif  ^ 
aylvan  honours. 

About  the  centre  of  the  village  ia.4  chalybeate  8pfiag;V»e^> 
in  great  reqoest  with  valetndinari^na*  The  aidea  have 'been  eare*'^ 
foHy  paved;  but  all  medicinea  for 'the  nervous,  whethef  natbral'^ 
or  artificial^  are  doomed  to  shoii-Uved  -celdbrity ; — the  apriaff  t#  ^ 
npw  choaked  with  weeds^  and  refit^'for  humble  ftune  on  the  goof'' 
word  of  the  country  people^  who  say  that  it  ia  of .  aovereign  mi^ 
to  weak  eyes. 

On  the  side  of  a  bank  south  and  by  west  of  the  diurefa,  mm,  \A 
the  i7th  century,  what  Dr.  Plot  terms  a  tautological  poltfpko*^ 
noftf  eclio ;  an  echo  that  returned  a  word^  or  more,  often  repeated 
from  divers  objects  by  simple  reflection.  Thia'echo  relumed  the 
word  three  times ;  but  as  the  buildings  which  produced  the  curi- 
ous effect  have  been  partly  altered,  and  partly  removed,  the  phm- 
nomenon  no  longer  exists. 

Dr.  Plot  mentions  a  spring  which  '*  runs  lowest  in  the  winter  - 
season,  and  advances  in  the  summer  remarkably  higher^''  but  ' 
this  also  is  no  longer  to  be  discovered. 

At  tbe  foot  of  the  bill  on  which  the  church  is  built  rises  a  lioH 
pid  spring  that  forms  a  small  sheet  of  water,  termed  the  King^t 
Pond,  It  then  finds  vent  into  a  beautiful  brook,  and  meapders 
down  the  village  Co  Bensington,  through  which  the  stream  also 
passes ;  and,  after  proving  the  source  of  much  adornment  and  uti* 
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lity  to  both  villages,  it  runs  into  the  Thar 
and  CrowmarEh-Batll«,  (or  B&tlcrlcy.]* 

At  the  time  of  the  Nonnan  snrvey  the  manor  of  Ewi-lm  (Etjleil  J 
Lawelnie  m  Domesday)  appears  to  have  belonijed  to  iiUbert  i£ff  \ 
Gand:  il  afterwards  formed  a  part  of  the  property  of  the  Chau" 
<ers.  The  last  uale  heir  of  that  family  was  Thomas,  gou  of  J 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  the  poel.  Alice,  the  daughter  of  Thou 
carried  the  estate  by  marriage  to  William  de  la  Pole,  Dukeoi  ■ 
Suffolk.  With  this  dtsti aguished,  but  unfortunate,  family,  thcT^ 
Kunals  of  the  place  are  so  closely  conuectcd,  that  a  brief  exami-. 
nation  of  their  slory  will  scarcely  be  deemed  snperfluc 

The  De  La  Poles  first  grew  into  high  notice  in  the  peraou  of  Mi-^ 
chaelDe  I<a  Pole,  who  was  lord-chancellor  of  Englaud  in  the  reign  J 
of  Richard  II,  and  was  created  Earl  of  Suffolk  hy  that  king:  hot  J 
bis  elevatiiin  produced  powerlbl  euemics,  and  he  died  in  disgracs  J 
aodbaaislimeut.     His  son  was  restored,  but  shortly  ended  hit 
at  the  sieg;e  of  Hardeur;  and  one  grandson  fell  in  the  battle  o 
Agincourt,  leaving  only  daiighters.     William,  another  gTaudaoii^J 
became  the  favourite  of  Henry  VI.  hy  whom  he  was  first  c 
Marquis,  and,  afterwards,  Duke  of  Suffolk.     This  duke  married 
Alice  Chaucer ;  and,  an  Lcland  says,  "  for  Love  of  her,  and  thaj 
Coromoditie  of  her  Landes,  fell  much  to  dwell  in  Oxfordshire  anf 
Berkshire,  wher  bis  Wife's  Landes  lay."     He  huilt  a  spacioui 
palace  at  Ewelm;  and,  by  hirn  and  the  dachesa  two   charitable 
institutions  were  tfatre  founded,  and  a  church  erected.  Contempo- 
rary historians  are  so  much  biassed  by  party  ;  and  succeeding  an- 
nalists  so  servilely  contented  lo  accept  things  as  they  find  thctn 
represented,  that  it  is  difficult  to  disenlangic  the  mazes  in  which 
the  elevated  character  of  a  remote  period  ia  enveloped.    It  appears 
that  the  duke  was  of  an  ambitious  temper  ;  but,  to  be  the  object 
flf  court  favoar,  was  aufficient  culpability  in  the  esteem   uf  bo 

factiouft 

'  Tlie  word  Billecie;  Mmetiniet  uccur<  innld  wtiliagii  btil  llittte  '»  lb* 
pcopei  Bppcndaril.    Tlii)  Cnmtnuiih  hie  ticid  af  William  I.  by  Iti*  At^af 
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fecliouft  ao  age.     The  York  party  gained   Hie  nsceodant,  u>i 
Suffolk  waa  putilicly  Qccuaed  of  Ireasooalile  priulicei.     AfUr  h< 
hid  replied  tu  the  artictcs  alled^ed  agaiust  bim,  he  referred  him< 
setr entirely  to  the  king's  order.     Heary  and  the  quct^n  were  un* 
able  to  protccL  iheir  favourite  mioiBter,  and  he  vaa  ordered  ta 
baniahment  lor  the  term  o(  five  yeara.     Me  einharked  Tor  France, 
bot  was  intercepted  hy  bis  political  enemies,  and  wad  beheaded  on 
the  aide  of  a  hoat  in  the  year  1450.     Hia  duuhess  mirvivcd  biq 
tventy-five  years,  and  probably  passed  the  chief  part  of  her  wido«f>  I 
hood  at  Ewelm,  in  tbe  church  of  which  village  slie  lies  buried^  J 
He  also  left  a  son,  named  John,  who   married    Elizabeth,  tl 
eldest  sister  of  Kin^  Edward  IV.  tbe  issue  of  which  marriaj 
was  John,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  whom  Richard  III.  towards  the  euAj 
of  his  reign,  was  desirous  of  having   considered   presumptive.  J 
heir  to  the  crown.     The  politic  wish  of  Richard  proved  fatal  | 
to  the  family  which  he  was  inclined  to  adopt;  for  tbe  earl  r^  J 
belled  against  Henry  VII.  and  was  alaio  at  the  battle  of  Stoics.  J 
This  diHaatroas  incident  sealed  the  ruin  of  his  boose.     His  fathw  J 
sbortly  died,  as  it  is  said,  through  grief;  and  his  brother  Edmi 
£arl  of  SntTolk,  fled  into  Flanders,  hut  was  inhospitably  delivers 
to  the  English  king  hy  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,     Henry  promise 
to  spare  his  life,  and  be  was  true  to  the  promise ;  but  be  cask,  ] 
him  into  close  confinemeut.     Through  all  th&long  reigo  of  tW  J 
seventh  Henry  tbe  Earl  remained  deprived  of  liberty,  and  cheered  'J 
only  by  a  hope  that  the  succession  of  a  new  monarch  would  tci>  . 
minate  his  misery.     His  woes  did,  indeed,  find  an  end  when  Henry   , 
VIII.  assumed  tbe  sceptre;  but  they  only  found  it  on  tbe  scaffold,' J 
Tbe  kinj^,  with  un  appolling  frigidness  of  casuistry,  argued  that  ^ 
tlie  promise  awarded  by  tbe  crown  was  not  binding  when  the  regal  d 
trophy  encircled  a  new  brow  ;  and  be  removed,  wilh  tbe 
forlorn  rival,  whose  ambition  may   easily  he  supposed  to  have  ^ 
sank  into  mel^choly  heueatb  the  pressure  of  so  long  a  season  «f    | 
Hoiitary  afliiction. 

On  the  attainder  of  tbe  Earl  of  Lincoln  Ewelm  escheattd  to 
tbe  Crown,  aud  was  by  Heury  VIII.  constituted  an  honour;  that 
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king  annCKin;^  in  it  several  other  manors,  among  wiiicli  van  Wal^ 
lingfor*!,  Iirfore  sti  appeiHa^  lo  the  dsohy  of  C«ni<rall, 

TliC  Mnnor-|iIace  t>(  Ewelm  was  built  by  WiUiHin  De  La  Bal%. 
Duke  of  Sttflblk,  nbout  the  ye»r  I4S4.*  A  fragment  tnly  t^ 
■mrrins  lo  dcuote  iH  former  coBseqneiice ;  bat  we  are  enabled  •» 
oacntain  t)ip  f  bnraciLT  of  the  etHfiee  by  the  account  pr««ncd  ill 
'LeIaiiH,  who  vrsttrH  Uie  spot  in  the  Dlxteentli  oentur)-.  "  Thfc 
Vlftiior-Place  of  Ewelm  is  In  the  Vnlley  o(  the  ViMage  ;  the  bMfe' 
TOnrl  of  it  Is  fair,  ntid  is  Iiuilded  of  Brick  anil  Tymbre :  the  inna' 
fail  of  the  House  ia  set  vilhitt  a  fuir  Mutt,  and  is  buildad  ricM^ 
«r  Brirk  and  Stono.  Tbc  Hall  of  it  is  fnir,  Mid  haUt  great  Barra<tf 
Iron  overlbuart  it  iJistead  of  cross  Beams.  The  paHw  by  ia  es- 
-cecding  ^ir  and  Ifglit^onie,  aTid  ho  bo  all  tlie  Lodgings  tbcNb 
The  common  Buying  is,  that  Duke  John  nrnde,  ubont  the  bcgk»> 
flin^  of  King  Henry  VII.'s  lytne,  most  of  tlie  goodly  Bmldingt 
wilhin  the  mote.    There  is  a  right  f«ir  pa»k  by  tlie  Manor-Phce,' 

A  sutweqiipiit  writer  aays,  "  ttiat  Uie  Ronlsofall  tht;be«t  Roonb 
arc  riebly  geitiislied  with  Decorations,  as  Skenea  of  Threail,  Par* 
cela  of  Cotton,  WbolaackB,  and  Bevernl  Dmices  rcJating  lo 
Trade  of  Wool." 

It  seems  unlikely  that  Duke  John  should  make  any  inportJA 
additions  to  tbc  mansion  during  the  perturbed  state  of  hi*  fiu 
on  the  acceSKion  of  Henry  VII.  Eaob  decontion  of  Hie  wwfs 
probably  a  rebus,  the  point  of  wbirh  is  now  loslj  anleHs  We 
suppose  that  tbc  fuundiT  of  ttie  buildijig  allowiil  wnolsaieks 
cotton  to  be  introduced  in  compliment  to  bis  fnlber- in-law,  Tto* 
mas  Chaucer,  who  is  believed  to  have  been  engagiMi  at  one 
■of  bis  life  in  merciuitil<>  pursuitii. 

Of  all  the  "  fair  and  goodlj  Palace"  there  now  rem^ 
an  oblong  piece  of  building  on  the  south  side  of  tbc  site, 
waa  used  as  a  prison  during  the  civil  war  of  the  aeveti 
century,  and  has  been  latterly  tenanted  by  a  few  antient  peraaM 
drpciiihinl  nn  parochial  aid.  The  moat  is  no  longer  to  be  ^> 
rerned  ;  and  llie  puk  has  been  for  agec  thrown  into  arabU  eulti- 
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The^urch  of  Ew^Im  wm  rebaiH  by  WUlkm  D«  la  Pgle  «|| 
liit  dncheM.  Ob  the  south  side  of  Uie  ohancd  is  tlie  betiilil)i|^ 
mQnnment  of  the  latter  personage,  Alice,  Duchess  of  Sqiblk- 
Her  figare  is  lepresented  recambenty  and  is  exeoitad  vith  eipjh 
jWBt  iasteaad  delieaey.  Nniaerous  alabaster  angels  are  plfoaji 
anmndj  and  on  her  left  arm  is  the  badge  of  the  order  of  D^ 
garter.  The  q^ilaph  is  now  gone,  bat  it  is  staled  by  LshaAlp 
hare  been  as  follows : 

Orate  pro  animlt  terenissiintt 

principista  Alieis  DncisM 

Sirfblcbift  hojot  eoolera  pstiens 

€t  priani  Ibiuiatricis  hiyiis  eiee»e  v> 

— tjiutruBj  qu«  obiit  30  die  meostf 

Mail  anno  jyal  14>16$  litera  domi-^ 

— nicali  A. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  modem  taste  has  injored  the  ibe 
^weikmanship  of  this  Bu^nument,  by  ▼arious  eflbrts,  in  cleansing, 
«erafing,  and  daiBbiiig,  to  improve  the  eomeliness  of  its  aspeet. 

Nev  the  monument  of  the  docheas  is  the  tomb  of  Thomas 
CHiancer,  her  ftither^  and  Matilda,  her  mother,  whose  epitaph 'k 
lifcewise  goae/but  has  been  preserved  by  Leland : 

Hie  jacet  dominus  Thomas  Chaucer . 
Armiger,  qaondam  dn's  istius  vilie 
et  Patronus  istias  ecclesie,  qui  obiit 
18  die  menais  Novembris  anno  Domini 
1434.  et  Matiidis  uxor  ejas» 
qus  obiit  38  die  Mentis  Aprilis  anno 
Domiui  14S6. 

The  rectory  of  this  place,  with  a  canonry  of  Christchurch,  was 
annexed  by  James  I.  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  to  the  regios 
divinity  professorship  at  Oxford.  It  may  be  observed  that  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Prideaux  held  the  rectory  of  Ewelm  nntil  he  was 
nominally  advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Worcester. 

An  hospital  was  founded  at  Ewelm  for  thirteen  poor  men  and 
two  priests,  by  Dnke  William,  and  his  wife  Alice.    On  this  they 

2  A  2  bestowed 
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bcEbiwed  Ibf  Dane  of  Cod's  Houtf :    and  Ic Iters- pitttit  «i 
gnnted  by  Henry  VI.  in  1431),  enabling  both  or  them,  or  1 
nurvivor,  to  eDilow  tlie  rlmrily  with  n  sum  not  exceediog  I 
yearly  vtlae  of  200  marks :  the  pensioiiert  lo  be  iDcorpoTata^' 
and  lo  have  a  common  sral.     This  liospital  was  tbIbpcI  in 
time  of  Henry  VIII.  at  twenty  pounds  per  annum.    King  James  L 
appointed  the  res;ius  divjutty  professor  at  Osfonl,  governor,  tf 
master  of  the  instilulinii. 

The  same  nnbic  bvutfaclors  likewise  endowed  a  Ff«e- school  ii 
Uie  village ;  but  this  charity  has  shared  the  fate  of  moat  atleinptt' 
iu  the  early  ages  to  im pail  education  to  the  p«orof  a  di«laiildaj^ 
Since  the  province  of  instruction  lias  become  enlarged,  the  *nlai](: 
proves  too  saiall  for  its  purpose,  and  sinks  iuto  a  sinecure. 

The  I  ken  ei  Id-street  pasaed  near  Ewelm  ;  and,  in  llie  vicini^ 
of  lliat  Roman  way,  by  the  accidental  pressure  tliroagh  tlie  aoj) 
of  n  wagiran  i>licel,  waa  discovered  an  uro  fnll  of  coins,  from  Um 
date  of  JuiiuB  Cvsar.  Anothrr  nm,  containing  coins  from  Om 
Unte  of  Trajnn,  was  found  at  the  distance  of  two  miltK  from 
vilUur*.*  Cwelm  gives  the  title  of  Viscount  to  the  Earl  of  Ha*; 
clwlirld. 

BKN.'ill'fiTON  (usually  pronounced  Beksox)  is  two  railea  nori 
«c8t  of  Ewclm.  Here  was  an  ancient  British  town,  taken  froi 
Ihti  original  inhabitants  by  feaulin,  in  the  year  572.  The  wew 
fiaxuna  held  the  place  far  two  centuries,  and  appear  to  hare  coi 
siruoled  a  castle  for  its  defence  ;  but  it  was  at  leu^h  reduced  b 
Ottk.  tiie  powerful  king  of  the  Mercians,  who  defeated  hia  rivi 
■ovorcign  in  a  Gaitguiuary  coal^st.  To  tbe  west  of  tlie  cbnr^ 
arc  a  bank  anif  trench,  which  seem  lo  have  l>cen  of  a  sqiiure  form. 
Tbroo  aide*  of  the  embankment  arc  now  much  delaced;  but  the 
port  OD  the  north  retaius  conaiderable  boldness.  Plot  nieatioas 
&u  "  angle  of  King  Ofla's  palace  near  the  church;"  by  vhioh 
he  probably  allades  to  the  same  spot.     Hearne  says  Ibat  bonca 


ifoun-HiU.  in  Ewclra-WuKD.  HeanM  hu  giwn  an  accvsBI  of 
ia  Li*  Preface  (o  "  Heuingi  Cbanuliriiin,  Oil.  tttS,"  TIm 
>uppo»t  ihki  itirrs  wu  tome  Rornui  buildme  on  ih 
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of  men  and  hanet,  and  old  ■paitk  and  weapans.  hafe  keea'doi^ap 
ill  tbe  neighbonrhood ;  bat  no  relics  of  any  interest  bare  bear 
lately  BiieoTered. 

Tbe  village  la  sitnated  on  the  high  road^  between  Dorobeetef. 
and  Nettlebed;  and  seTand  modem  buildings'  evince  its  eonditioB 
iA  be  thriving.  The  chnrob^  which  is  remote  from  tbe  thief  part 
of  the  present  village,  and  nearer  to  the  bank  of  tbe  ThahBes,  is 
Gothic,  and  has  been  bnilt  at  difierent  tinies,  with  no  great  ezte-. 
rior  consistency.  The  tower*  is  square,  with  an  embattled  psia^ 
pet,  and  has  a  pinnacle  at  each  angle,  supported  by  a  fluted  stone 
pediment.  In  the  brick  flooring  of  the  nave  are  some  ancient 
stones,  with  mutilated  brasses. 

A  Sunday-School  is  supported  by  a  subscription  among  the 
inhabitants.  The  village  contains  a  meeting-house  for  Method- 
ists. 

The  small  village  of  BaioHTWELL,  three  miles  from  Bensiiig* 
ton  on  the  north-east^  is  ornamented  with  the  mansion  of  William 
Lowndes  Stone,  Esq.  The  inliabitanis  of  this  place  had  the  rare 
merit  of  preserving  religious  sobriety  in  the  most  trying  of  tiafea  ; 
for  Dr.  Plot,  dating  from  the  latter  part  oCthe  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, says,  that ''  there  has  not  been  known  any  such  thing  as  an 
ale-house,  a  sectary,  or  suit  of  law  commenced  within  the  whole 
parish  (which  is  of  a  large  extent,)  in  the  memory  of  man/'  We 
cannot,  with  truth,  bestow  precisely  the  same  commendation  at 
present,  but  a  desirable  sentiment  of  unanimity  appears  still  to 
prevail  among  the  principal  residents.  The  parish  has  received 
considerable  advantage  from  an  enclosure,  which  took  place  in 
the  year  1800.  From  this  circumstance  225  acres  of  land,  before 
entirely  useless,  have  been  subjected  to  profitable  cultivation. 

2A3  At 

*  Tlie  whole  of  this  tower  it  modern.  The  lower  division  was  built  about 
/brty  jears  back.  On  digging  the  foundation  a  stone  coffin  was  found,  with 
a  bead  place,  the  head  lying  towards  the  south.  The  coffin  contained  only 
raould  ;  but  some  were  willing  to  belieTe  that  it  had  formerly  been  enriched 
by  the  bones  of  King  Offa.— That  warlike  monarch  was  buried  in  a  chapel 
sear  the  town  of  Bedford. 
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At  Britwell  (or  BrightucllJ  Prior,  ui  exlenrre  i 
the  property  of  the  Weld  family,  has  for  some  years  been  o 
pied  by  nuns  of  Ihe  order  of  St.  Clair,  driven  from  France  by  H 
horrors  of  the  Revolution.  These  ladies  are  about  twenty -five  BJ 
nnmber,  and  are  chiefly  of  EuglUh  families.  According  to  U 
rules  of  their  order  they  are  to  use  tio  attire  but  co»rae  Qtnut 
ud  tabotM,  or  vooden  shoes  ;  and  are  to  abatain  entirely  A 
animal  food.  Their  beds  tiliould  be  of  straw.  Strict  ordtuanM 
bnt  religious  cnthnsiasm  has  power  to  aofteu  tlie  banlettjM 

And  thontli  petchancB  a  oaiaal  teu 
Fall  for  iho  can^pol  once  lo  dear, 
Yel  awebt  contenlment'i  patient  imlle, 

Shnll  grace  each  filacli]  cbeeL  the  irhne.* 

These  unfortunate  devatecs  ate  doomed  to  atill  further  1 
(leringB :  the  proprietor  intends  Xo  reside  in 
nous  are  about  to  remove. 

Chalgrove  is  a  considerable  village,  distant  from  the  t 
gf  Wallin^lon  about  four  miles.     On  tlie  5th  of  Jannary,  17! 
during  a  tempest  oF  uousnal  violence,  the  steeple  of  thu  vllkj 
cliurch  fell  to  the  ground,     The  tower  coutuned  fiVc  belts,  «M 
were  all  broken,  bnt  no  person  was  hurt  by  the  alarming  iMVMfl 
the  bo<ir. 

The  chief  interest  of  this  village  arieci  from  the  coDttgl 
district  lenued  CAalgrove  Field,  on  which  tuok  place  the  adW 
fatal  lo  the  bold  and  popular  Haaiprlen.  The  battle  was  fouH 
on  8unday  the  ISth  of  June,  1G43.  At  the  instigation  c 
Scotchman,  named  Urry,  Prince  Rupert,  with  a  chosen  f 
issued  from  Oxford,  in  which  city  the  king  hy  tbrtified,  on  ti 
evening  of  Saturday  the  17th.  Under  cover  of  the  night  | 
penetrated  to  Wycomlie,  and  there  seized  a  large  booty  and  a 
prisoners.  He  then  ventured  to  attack  a  party  of  the  PvIhQ 
meutarlan  troops  quartered  at  Postcomh,  near  the  town  of  Thane, 
iu  which  latter  place  the  Earl  of  Essex  lay  with  the  body  of  the 

•  Wslluigton-Hill. 


idfMse  army.  He  was  again  sacceiwfid;  ao4  aftemcda  atnicfc, 
acraaa  tbe  coimtry  towardti  Chaigrov«,  LaTiDg.phnQed  a  eirc«i\« 
oqa  ffoiUe  for  his  return  to  Oxfiurd;  and  haviDg  taken  tlie  precan- 
tiott  to  plant  a  guard  at  the  bridge  of  Chiitlehaoiptott  to  fiEiTOi||^ 
his  retreat 

.  When  he  reached  CLalgrove  Field  it  was  eight  o'dock  in  Mfff^ 
momingy  and  he  found  that  his  measures  had  not  heen  aoflieienlly 
adrai  to  e?ade  pursuit  An  alarm  had  been  commuQicated  to  tlw^ 
tML  headf^uvters  from  many  neighbouring  posts ;  and  tro<^' 
were  quickly  assembled  to  give  chaoe  to  the  fRgitaves :  bat,  U| 

• 

the  bony  of  the  hour^  this  force  was  collected  without  method 
The  sireogth  of  the  eoemy  was  undervaltted.  A,  crowd  of  offioen)| 
who  had  assembled  at  head-quarteraiy  refiised  tp  wait  for  their  re* 
apeetive  troops,  and  moouted  as  volunteers.  Rapidity  was  tbf 
chief  object  in  request^  and  those  who  were  firat  ready  bnrrie4 
ferwairdau  The  Earl  of  Essex,  with  a  better  organized  force,  prp- 
paied  to  ibUow ;  and  he  commanded  the  foremost  to  divert  thii 
enemy  by  skirmishing  until  he  was  able  to  advance  to  their  suf- 
eowr:  hot  this  command  was  disobeyed.  Priace  Rupert's  troops 
had  partly  entered  a  lane  leading  towards  the  bridge  when  hm. 
parsners  drew  near.  He  immediately  recalled  such  of  the  ad- 
vanced bands  as  had  not  prisoners  or  booty  in  charge,  and  drew 
•p  his  men  on  the  open  field,  to  the  north-east  of  the  village  of 
Chalgrove. 

At  this  momentous  crisis  the  Earl  of  Essex  was  little  more 
than  a  mile  distant,  but  the  zeal  of  those  who  had  pressed  for^ 
wards  would  not  permit  them  to  wait  for  his  approach.  They 
already  exceeded  the  prince  in  numbers,  and  th^  attacked  hiin 
in  a  furious  charge :  but  their  impetuosity  was  ruinous  to  their 
cause.  Many  of  their  best  officers  were  slain ;  and  those  who 
survived  were  compelled  to  retreat,  while  the  prince  pursue^  hia 
march  to  the  bridge  in  triumph. 

At  an  early  part  of  the  action  Hampden  was  struck  on  thf 
shoulder  with  a  brace  of  bullets,  which  broke  the  bqne.  News  of  so 

* 

important  a  circumstance  was  speedily  conveyed  to  Oxford.    One 
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of  t!ie  prisoners  tak«i  in  tlie  action  averred,  "  that  lie  wm  conS*' 
dent  Mr,  Hampden  was  tmrl,  for  he  saw  him  ridr  ofl' tlic  field 
before  llie  action  was  done,  which  he  never  used  to  do,  with  hia 
head  liBtiging  down,  and  resting  his  handi  upon  lite  neck  of  his 
hor«e."  The  intellig'eace  was  soon  confirmed,  and  the  rejoicing* 
on  that  occasion  were  great  er  than  those  for  the  victory.  It  is 
believed  Ihttt  on  receiving  his  wound  he  repaired  to  Watlington 
(in  the  neighboorhood  of  which  town  resided  his  wife's  fiilher.} 
He  WM  aAerwarda  conveyed  to  Thame,  where  he  lingered  in- 
great  agony  for  nearly  three  weeks,  and  then  died. 

"  Many  meu,"  sajs  Lord  Clarendon,  •'  observed,  tliut  ths 
field  on  which  the  late  skirniisli  was,  and  upon  wliich  Mr.  Hamp- 
den received  his  death  wound,  was  the  same  place  in  which  he 
bad  first  executed  the  ordinance  of  the  militia,  and  engaged  that 
county,  in  which  hia  repniation  was  very  grral,  in  tliia  rebellion  ; 
and  it  wns  confessed  by  the  priaonera,  and  acknowledged  by  *II, 
thai  upon  llie  alarm  that  morning,  after  their  quarters  were  beaten, 
up,  lie  was  exceeding  solicitous  to  draw  forces  together  to  pursua 
lite  enemy  ;  and,  being  a  colonel  of  foot,  put  hiniaelf  atnong 
those  horse  as  a  volunti^er  who  were  fiiiit  ready  ;  and  that,  when 
tlie  prince  made  a  stand,  all  the  officers  were  of  opinion  to  stay 
till  their  body  came  up,  and  he  alone  (being  second  lo  none  but 
the  general  himself  in  tlie  obHervancc  and  application  of  dl  men,) 
persuaded  and  prcvaileii  with  them  to  advunce ;  ho  violently  did 
his  fate  carry  him  lo  pay  the  mulct  in  the  place  where  he  liaH 
committed  the  transgression  about  a  year  before," 

The  most  important  eventH  in  the  political  life  of  this  erotnent 
nan  are  too  well  known  to  need  formal  repetition  ;  but  it  is  im- 
possiblc  to  contemplate  the  lust  scene  of  activity  In  which  be  waft 
engaged,  without  entering  into  acme  sort  of  Riogrupbical  En- 

q»iry- 

The  family  of  Hampden  are  supposed  to  have  been  origiual);^ 
Snxon,  and  they  were  seated  for  several  centnriea  in  Backin^- 
hamshire,  where  tbeir  posgesaions  were  eKtensive.  .Aecordiug 
to  the  extract  already  given  from  A.  Wood,  it  appears  likely 
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VlitecSekMl;  iAErwhicb'lKWet«M><MMi-<te^iW 
VvHtnitf  he  iMMTod  t*  wM-af HwlMM  tl'4}mmirf4tJbti 
fcb  tnw  ntlMr  to  nmirir KUftwmmmikia*^a»'mi$ 

1m;  a  MMaielMiiEe  wM«ie<t«d.i«J|»KMl»*rUifS 
grvwug  fiiBKtiEiflB  of'  tbo  agr.  H«  wrtriitoil  hiafcailii 
Wmtfmrto  ttioM  irlM  t)m«Kbt  iibtfi  •  vMwj  mtfUM 
ifWWl  Malgmoe,  Iimbcs  ;  kut4u  vatanl  cbMfMMWn 
ta  br<«tM^Mnd,  nrf  hentifaad,  aaivt  kH  niri  ■■■Wiibi  !>< 
tgreaJde  viradty  of  numer,  •■<«■  waimmtiag  lAMily- 


■  HfM 

dianig  to  eater  actirclf  oa  I)h  wrttrirf.  iltf  ijMJBy 
•rinezpefMBce.    Hefint  attndeitlis  Mtioetf  Uw  pa 
MfeMa^  to  KMde  to  tbc  ilkgid^aNMA  far  £%  JfoMy.* 
Ihn  tefcnl  he  VM  Bot  siagaUr.    Minj  jinrinni  m  ihitlw 
naiMb^AenpOTilioti  HlMMMtf;    aaitoiMniHUMa4«« 
all  AttehuHorj  parties  bythe  Cro«B  offieen.    ThO'iiMd 
■  TChfliiM  gfpagaer  of  tbe  neaive,  opeaty  raqitwtrf  lhi 
oaatf aga  .Higkt  b«  tahnti  ag^aatliiH;  but lbaC!a«l«ap 
Hampden,  and  it  wm  determiued  that  iiia  eaoM  ahoaU  W  ■«!' 
beard   and  argued,  on  the  rcaolt  of  which  all  other  saita  «heiHi 
depend.    Tbe  iHoe  ia  well  known;  and  from  thia  aoaideat'tif 
aeleetion  "  tbe  eyes  of  all  men,"  to  aw  the  worda  olhmi 
CbrendoB,  "  were  fixed  on  Hampden,  aa  tbeirPafrf«  Pofar.**- 

Tbe  public  atteatioB  waa  never  more  jndidoaaly  diiaoMb 
Hfl'  waa  calculated,  by  tbe  natural  grmoea  of  aBavity,  to  mm 
aa  aasy  ^pnacii  to  the  heart.    U«  bad  acqniMd  tbe  art  ti  i^ 


*  A  Hiil  wu  directml  la  tha  diBercot  •heriSi,  otderiii|  tbim  to  prarida* 
■hip  of  wtr  Tot  the  king'i  aerviee ;  boi  wiih  ihe  writ  were  rorwardMl  laMaa. 
(ioni  tbit,  inMead  of  ■  ihip,  the  iheriffi  thould  levj  on  llieirmpecti<e'cuB» 
tiet*  cerliiD  *oni  of  nionej,  to  be  lerarned  to  ibe  Ireaiuier  dI  the  uarf'  Ar 
hh  HijeMy'i  oie.  The  lum  of  iwa  hai<rired  tbonHnd  poamli  i 
placed  in  lb*  king'*  cofiun  b;  Ibis  lu,  fur  abool  frai  jcun. 


oCa£uBig  kia  •wn  apiBtaiMi  while  he  aqver.  ^Miiimtted  h'uasdii 
by  ■»  iietbat  acq^wrmce  ui  tii«  aeiiliniieiito  af  others.  His  i^pH* 
hftiMI  of  temp«r  iWab,  ■•  ettlir«p  that  be  charished  af parent  hfi» 
niliky  in  thctmiiat  of  popalar  exakatioa.  lie  was  elo^^l»  Mr 
tbf,  Ani  eaterpriaia^.. 

BelweiBii  the  period  of  hia  lust  inirodoctioa  to  notiee,  aind  tkil.. 
•f  Ibe  open  mptare  betweea  the  king,  and  the  Parliaflieiiil^  be 
aaid  little  ia  pablie ;  bat  appears  to  have  been  deeply  and  boail j ; 
at  work.  With  hhn  are  auppoeed  to  have  enginaUd  maay  of 
those  strenuous  measures  which  led  to  so  great  a  tempest  in  the 
atate^  bat  he  made  laore  neisy  mm  bis  tools,  and  aeeoied  to  fe- 
sfCf e  bimaelf  and  the  fall  doelacatioa  of  his  powera  far  soBie  criaie 
Wisfthjy  the  energy  of  a  master •geaias.  .  . 

_  Aftcf  the  king  accaaed  bioi  in  the  Hoaae  of  Conaioiis  of  Uigls- 
>Tjaeaia»  his  aatare  acqairad  a  novel  fierceaesa; ''  and  cerlaialy/*. 
aaya  h^  CbrendoR,  "  when  he  drew  the  sword  he  thiav  away 
the  scabbard/' 

,  He  aatered  oa  the  eivil  coatest  as  a  coloael  of  foot,  at  the  head 
ct  laea  attached  to  his  person  as  well  as  to  bis  prineipka^  aad  vaa 
engaged  against  the  royal  forcea  at  Brill,  in  BackiaghamahireA 
and  at  Edge-Uill. 

Hampden  is  a  favourite  ch^kracter  with  historians  and  poeta ; 
and  in  soaie  respects  he  is  deservedly  so.  There  appeira  no 
room  to  call  tbe  purity  of  bis  intentions  in  question.  Lord  Cla* 
rendon  insinuates  that  he  mighty  at  any  rate,  have  been  restrained 
from  endeavours  "  to  subvert  the  royal  building,  if  he  had  been 
placed  as  a  principal  pillar  of  it;"  bat  Clarendon  does  not  wish  to 
iofer  that  favour  from  the  Crown,  even  at  the  eailiest  part  of  na- 
tional disagreement,  would  have  been  likely  to  lead  him  into  any 
acquiescence,  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 

All  Hampden's  expansive  good-sense  and  constitutional  vivacHy 
do  not  appear  to  have  preserved  him  from  puritanical  infection. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  wished  episcopacy  destroyed  both  root 

aad 


ftbraWli,  mihe  wis  u  femiliarHbie  kitisinakGroiiwell  with 

fe  pseodo-ieligtmi  jargon  of  the  a^e.  * 

AccordiD^  to  the  character  draira  by  Clarendaii  his  lalcnl* 

re  Iniiy  great.  But  it  may  he  obseireil,  that  llie  nseertion  of 
thiK  "  honest  chrorricler"  is  H&npden'B  nrest  passport  to  tlie 
admiration  of  posteiity,  rn  regurd  to  incntat  powers.  His  adroit- 
ness was  of  the  silent  lULtttre,  that  dependa  for  repute  on  contem* 
porary  observation.  If  ClartnJon,  and  other  wrilcra  of  that  era. 
Lad  not  infurmeJ  us  that  he  possessed  snch  rtupendouB  resources 
of  tiiind,  we  Hhualil  not  have  discovered  it  iit  the  register  of  liis 

ilCtiollH. 

His  personal  courage  was  undsitnted,  aad  worthy  of  the  Bohle 
cause  In  which  he  was  engaged ;  for  we  nre  wsrmntcd  in  helievini; 
tiiat  patriotisiD  of  the  purest  description  indoccd  bim  to  tinsheattw 
bis  sword,  Courage  is  the  only  military  tirtut.-  that  lie  had  aB 
opportanity  of  exhihiting.  He  died  when  he  was  young  in  arms. 
It  is  evident  that  he  had  not  learned  the  prudence  neceBinry  for  ■ 
station  of  high  command. 

KThe  boDT  in  which  Hampden  performed  the  last  act  of  sacrifice 
the  »ltir  of  liberty    was  in  every  shape  unpropilious  lo  bis 
iTy.     He  rushed  forwards  st  the  bead  of  an  ill-organized  band, 
i  htd  not  even  the  aati:^  fact  ion  of  losing  in  the  shades  of  death 
i  view  of  that  defeat  which  liis  rashness  had  provoked.     Hu 
■  constrained  by  mortal  sufTeniig  to  leave  titt  Jietd ;  and  he 
lingered   for  weeks,   among   perishing   friends,  the  prey  of  titl 
ile  weaknesses  t«  wbicb  uatore  is  subject  in  progressive  ditso- 
^—IhUod. 

^^ni  The  spot  on  which  the  battle  of  Chalgrovu  was  fought  has  nn- 
^^^■<  dergone 


.  A  jouiig  Weill 
•niatnt  licence,"  endestuureil  lo 
ui  atipoiDlsient  from  the  queen. 
popular  puny,  and   bMime   re\ 


■A  G<if 


•r  Ml.  Han 
GriSiti  in  hi>  t 


I,  "  ofDops>t>,or  icpuUtiou,  but  foi 
a  proGi  Dfcnun  Uvour,  and  loMciled 
meeting  whh  a  reruMi  lit  joined  tlie 
:  in   profciiioni  of  p>trioll«D.      "  I 


ii,"  wyi  Loid  CUresdon,  "  iboitlj  aftEl  Uiu  discovery  UVe 
Telling  him  hii  wul  rr/Dtctd  K  H«  that  Cad  had  pul  tC 


L 


t  hiarS  fuiaie  lie  rif'il 


p 
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der^nc  little  tltcralioa.  The  soil  u  deep  sud  htaT; 
through  vhjch  Pniicc  Rupert  retreated  is  narrow,  and  gioints  » 
little  to  the  north  of  ChiBUehBmplon.  Many  meRionaJs  of  the 
coatCHt  are  oocasionally  turned  up  by  the  plough.  * 

Neiir  Chal grove  is  Hasely,  &  parish  of  some  extent,  compose)),  J 
according  to  an  ancient  division,  of  four  parts ;  Great  Hasely,  the  ' 
two  wnall  haaleta  of  Lit  lie  Jiaifly  and  Latckford,  and  Ihe  Bo- 
rtmi/  qfJiicot. 

The  i«me  of  this  parish  neeiOB  compounded  of  the  Sa^on  Hasle, 
and  the  British  Z>y,'  signifying  a  wild  uncultivaled  spot,  over- 
run with  hazels,  or  nut-treeb.  Great  Haacli/,  froni  Milo  Crispin, 
to  whom  it  was  given  by  the  CoDqHunr,  came  to  the  Bassets, 
some  of  which  family  were  after  ward  h  Bnrons  of  Headinglon.  in 
this  county,  and  of  Wycombe,  in  Bucks.  The  manor,  (with  (be«e 
of  Kirtlington,  Ascot,  knd  PirUin,)  passed  to  the  sou-in-luw  of  thiv 
last  (^  the  Bassets,  Roger  le  Bigod,  Earl  of  Norfolk.  Ou  the 
death  of  one  of  the  Bigods  without  iasue,  in  the  reigu  of  Ed- 
ward I.  the  manor  reverted  to  the  Crown,  and  was  by  Edward 
bestowed  on  Thomas  De  Brothcrton,  his  fifth  bod  ;  hut  the  fcvt 
by  his  Kccond  Queen,  Margaret.  After  various  transmissiain  it 
became  vested  in  the  Fipards  f,  which  femily  eonstracled  a 
;;)iacioiis  manor  place  mar  tbe  church.  The  mate  line  of  the 
Pipards  being  4{uite  worn  out.  Edward  IV.  in  Ihc  twenty-aecond 
jear  of  his  reign,  bestowed  the  roauor  pluce,  with  tbe  patroo^o 
of  the  rectttfy,  on  the  dean  and  canons  of  Windsor ;  but  the  m^  1 
Borial  rights  passed  to  the  family  of  Lenthal,  in  consequence  of  U  ] 
marriage  with  a  female  of  the  Pipards.  By  the  i^nthals  tbs  1 
ouuior  was  sold  to  Sir  John  Catlcr,  Bart,  well  known  for  his  e 
courai;einent  of  science,  and  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  ] 

Royal  J 

•  Ooc  of  iheM  if  in  tlte  pngicoUin  of  an  innterpcr  at  Watliuj 
«uk  vitli  a  rlirer^dgEd  blade,  ilie  liuidle  bound  viib  lionc-liiir. 
<tit  ■rlielr't  fuHiiiJ  are  Halcheti,  whkli  liad  pmbibly  been  prepared  bjr  £ 
Itapert't  fwily  fur  tlie  cvntlngcneiet  of  Itieli  OMiiiniil  eicurt 

t  li  «u  uUuined  by  (he  fiparili  u<  Ihe  (liuili  of  Iliuniat  of  VTwdUacI*! 
Dvlv  of  Clotirrttrr. 


by  wbon  it  was  lold  to  tke  BbrWll  faiily,  tke  prnwi 


The  elegut;  hot  Utiated,  LalaMl.  wm  tmne  «Um  Miniilifitf 
HMely.  Id  afield  oa  the  aorlh-wert  nda oC  the  yilhg%  a  ■•» 
niui  wra  mm  plenghed  op,  ia  the  yew  1788L  This^aeoaoar 
tain  a  FraeSohool,  fonadad  aad  eadowed  ia  the  aaveatMath  Cittp 
tary.  .-■.'* 

LitUe  Hatefy  ia  a  aowll  haailel^  built  oa  the  edge  of  a  gnaik 
The  laad  appendant  on  thia  diviaioa  waa»  likewiae,  at  the  Svifiq^ 
the  property  of  M ilo  Criapin ;  aad,  after  Tanooa  traiiawiaahiait 
eame  to  fidmaad  Boidter,  Eaq.  Ia  Lalaad'a  time  Mr.  Banatiaa 
had  here  **  a  hit  manaioa-houae,  walka  iopmrii  0peris,  orehari^ 
aad  pools.*' 

Laichford  contains  only  a  few  hoasoa>  and  probably  derivaa  its 
aaae  from  the  ford,  or  paaaage,  that  is  eraaaed  by  the  way  wiuah 
leads  to  it  from  Great  Haaely.  The  property  waa  long  with-a 
yoonger  branch  of  the  Pipards.  The  founder  of  the  Lateh|orl 
branch  of  this  ancient  family  signalised  himaalf  againat  thaSoato 
ia  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  In  raeompfince  for  hia  aervieea  Ed- 
ward conferred  on  him  the  honour  of  Knighthood;  and  to  suppoii 
the  dignity  he  bestowed  the  manor  of  Latchford,  ''  to  be  held  ol 
his  fotber  by  knight's  service."  On  the  failure  of  male  heirs^ 
the  before-mentioned  daughter  of  the  Pipards  carried  the  eatata^ 

in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  to  the  Lenthal  family.  * 

Ricot, 

•  For  many  of  the  above  particalArs^  respecting  three  of  the  ancient  4i* 
vision  of  Hately,  we  are  indebted  to  a  manuscript  hj  the  Rev.  Mr.  De  la 
Field. 

This  writer  was  born  at  Haselj,  in  1690,  of  bumble  parents,  and  was  teat 
to  the  village  Free  School,  among  tlie  other  poo^r  children  of  the  pariili. 
There  was  then  no  house  appropriated  to  the  master*  and  the  boys  weretaogkt 
in  the  chnrch.  In  play-hours  he  improved  himself  in  reading,  by  cottDing 
the  inscripiions  on  the  tombs;  and  thus  originsted  •  love  for  Antiquities.  Ho 
afterwards  was  put  to  scliool  ni  Great  Milton*  where  he  collected  an  ■coonm  of 
Che  successive  rectors  and  curates  of  thatparikb.  Iq  1717«  after  having  vaiofy 

•f  tndaavoorad 


ll«cB«M9etotlwQ«alraMM.    Mkdkui  Qmkumm'm  t^hm 

■onunent  we  have  noticed  in  oor  aeeoonl  of  IIm  dnraii  if 

Tfame)  '^  wtB  a  aMrebMil  of  l4NiJoa,  ndl  aft«  CbifHiMr  IlKn. 

fiebuh«  goo«y  hny€linpel<fBMewitfn1tfceM«MrFfc» 

grilkot^udlbiindodthertwoClunntfjBMte.  nmWmmhiMm 

mui  iMgmi  in  Hie  ReigQ  of  Hesry  ¥L  ma4  inihwrf  in  tinlldgaif 

Edward  IV."    He  died  without  iasoe,  and  left  tfce  lAief  of  Ui 

finpeitj  to  fUdiapd  Fowler^  tke  ton  of  a  nan  wl»  had  kmm  kii 

4fcrfc.     Thit  Riehard  diasipated  the  fbrtuaa  Una    euStj  aa- 

gained ;  and  the  estate  of  Rieot  waa  parchaatd  by  tte  Hcvaa^ 

■fluly,  wlio  again  toM  it  to  Sir  JoIhi  Williaaa,  aftorwaadi  LhA 

-iWilliania  of  Thane.    Iti  tko  penoa  of  8ir  Henry  Nomi^  «ha 

narried  the  youngest  daofirhter  of  Lord  Willians,  Rieol  waa  ont- 

liitated  a  barony,  Qaaen  Elizabeth  orealiag  bin  Lard  Nondb  af 

4UooC.  Htadaagbtnrand  grand-dangbter  wore  ladiaaBannonby 

WNRtesy.     Janes  Lord  Norris,  Baron  Norria  of  Rieol^  bad  Ibe 

«aildon  of  Abingdon  soperadded  to  that  title,  Jbotfa  wbkhhenoan 

4Ha  descendant  now  enjoys. 

Ri€9t  Pmrk  is  an  extensive  donain,  desirably  adannd  with  aa 
alternation  of  wood  and  water.  The  mansion  has  been  reeaody 
'palled  down  by  order  of  the  present  Earl ;  bat  the  chapel  re- 
•nnins,  and  has  been  repaired  to  continue  as  a  place  of  borial'lbr 
die  fiunily ;  nor  are  the  grounds  yet  disparked.  The  honae  ao 
lately  destroyed  was  partly  built  by  JohnLordWillians  of  Thane, 
'^and  bail  the  honour  of  twice  receiving  Queen  Elizabeth.    Once 

she 

endeaToarcd  to  obtain  the  niastertliip  of  Hasrly  Free  School,  he  oomiMnsed 
s  private  academj  on  a  limited  tcale.  He  was  subseqaentlj  master  of  the 
•chool  alStoken-church;  aod»  having  entered  into  Holy  orders,  became  csrate 
of  Fini^eft,  Backs,  and  vicar  of  Great  Milton. 

He  compiled  a  History  of  Basely,  which,  if  printed,  would  make  about  one 

qoarto  volume.      His  papers  were  parchased  by  llie  late  Mr.  Googh,  at  the 

tale  of  a  Mr.  Cooper  of  Henley,  and  arc  now  in  the  Bodleian  Library.    He  ap* 

pears  to  have  poasessed  invincible  industry ;  but  he  was  unfortunate  in  haiiqg 

.adcded  a  subject  of  very  limited  interest 


Ae  vui  MiioeMl  here  by  lofi  WiUwne  ««d  (BirSenryiBeihgL 
field,  when  on  her  way  to  Wooditoek  aa  a  priaoner.  Omih^mh 
cond  occasion  she  volontarily  viaited  the  aeat,  on  quitting  Oxfoid^ 
in  the  year  1692, 

The  village  of  Nevtlbbbo  b  on  the  high  ivad,  at  the  diataaea 
of  five  mtlea  from  Henley.  A  apot  abovt  half  a  mile  to  the 
Borth-eaat  of  the  village,  on  which  stood  a  windmill  till  wilhia 
the  last  three  years,  is  said  to  be  the  highest  groond  aoitlh  of 
die  Tweed.  But,  althoogh  the  village  ia  bnilt  on  ao  dlevatod  a 
aite,  the  inhabitants  are  plentifully  aiqpplied  with  water  by  a  kal 
■pring,  which  oozes  forth  with  extreme  deliberatron,  bvt  has  not 
been  known  to  fail  even  in  the  driest  annuner. 

The  whole  of  Nettlebed  baa  a  pleasing  and  romantie  Mpeet 
At  the  entrance  from  the  London  side  la  a  tall  maypole.     The 
chvreh  b  a  amall  and  nnassnnnug  structure,  with  a  sqoare  toww; 
or  torret,  the  roofing  of  which  dedinea  towaads  the  «orth  anA 
south.    Maritz,  the  amiable  €rerman  traveller,  who  ventured  to 
proceed  alone  and  on  foot,  through  aeveral  Engliah  coantiea» 
without  acquaintance,  and  with  but  very  little  of  that  circulating 
medium  which  acts  aa  an  efficient  aubatitute  among  innkeepoa 
for  birth,  quality,  and  connexion/  passed  a  day  and  night  at 
Nettlebed,  and  has  bestowed  an  extraneous  interest  on  the  vil« 
lage  by  the  blended  simplicity  and  sensibility  of  his  remarks. 
He  was  enchanted  with  the  fine  prospecta  commanded  by  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  rustic  inn  realized  to  his  view  the  pic- 
tures  drawn  by  our  great  Novelist,  Fieldiqg. 

His  notice  of  the  church  merits  transcription :-»''  Nothing  can 
possibly  be  more  simple,  apt,  and  becoming,  than  the  few  decora- 
ilons  of  this  building.  Directly  over  the  altar,  on  two  tables,  in 
fairge  letters,  the  ten  commandments  are  written.  There,  surely, 
is  much  wisdom  and  propriety  in  thus  placing  full  in  the  view  of 
the  people  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  morality.  In  the  body 
of  the  church  I  saw  a  marble  monument  of  a  son  of  the  ccle* 

9  brated 
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haled  Dr.  WalliSf  with  the  following  ffinpk  and  aftetisg  ia. 
■eriptioB: 

The  same  good  sense  wliieh  qualified 
Him  for  every  public  eroploymenr. 
Taught  him  to  spend  his  life  here  in 
Retirement." 

Oliver  de  Standford  held  considerable  lauds  in  Nettlebed  by 
the  Sergeantry  of  the  oAce  of  Spigwmcl,  or  Sealer  of  the  King's 
Writs  in  Chancery.  * 

Nesr  the  village  is  Joyce  Grove,  the  residence  of  Thomas 
Toovey,  Esq.  This  spot  wss  honoured  with  a  visit  from  Wil- 
liam III.  but  the  site  was  probably  too  elevated  to  allow  of  his 
wmal  expression  when  much  pleased :  ''  This  place  is  truly  de- 
lightful :  il  oould  live  here  for  three  days."  Queen  Anne  also 
ance  dined  at  Joyce  Grove. 


DORCHESTER  HUNDRED 

Is  separated  from  Ewelm  by  the  river  Thame;  and,  in  regard 

to  soil,  is  in  the  district  of  miscellaneous  loams.     This  hundred 

at  the  time  of  the  Conquest  was  much  more  extensive  than  at 

present;  which  circumstance  was,  perhaps,  not  owing  to  any 

scantiness  of  population  in  the  neighbouring  districts.      The 

country  was  divided  iuto  hundreds,  while  Dorchester  constituted 

a  splendid  and  powerful  see.     The  Bishop,  for  the  convenience 

of  his  courts,  might  cause  the  hundred  to  be  rendered  so  com- 

preheilsive  as  to  embrace  the  chief  of  his  local  property.     After 

the  Conquest  the  See  was  removed  to  Lincoln,  and  the  Bishop 

of  the  newly-formed  diocese  probahly  requested  the  formation 

of  a  fresh  hundred  (that   of  Thame)  for  his  own  accommoda* 

tion. 

Dorchester  hundred  now  consists  of  the  bamlet  of  Fifield,  and 

the 

*  Bloant*s  Tennre.'. 
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following  pariaheR :  Burcott;  Chislfeliantplon  ;  Cliflon-hamp- 
den;  Cttlham;  Dorchrster :  Draylim;  Soalhtokc,  with  llie 
Liburly  ol*  Woodeot ;  and  Utadhamptmt.  The  lardsliip  is  voted 
ID  the  Earl  of  Abingiion. 

The  money  raised  for  the  assiBlance  of  the  poor,  in  1803,  was 
23t>3l.  fis.  8^.  which  forms  an  average  of  three  shillinga  and  six- 
pence three  farthings  in  the  pound. 

DoRCHESTEK,  though  now  hnmbje  in  buildingB,  and  depending 
chiefly  for  its  precarious  resonrces  on  tire  traffic  of  the  high  road 
on  nhich  it  is  situated,  was  formerly  a  place  of  great  interest 
and  distinction.  lis  consequence  it  uwcd  to  ecctesiuticat 
splendoor;  and,  when  the  pomp  of  episcopal  dignity  was  re- 
pioved,  DO  local  circumBlauces  existed  to  stimulate  enterprise, 
or  to  eiwDre  the  attainment  of  affluence  to  thi 
ilustry. 

Dorchester  is  termed  by  Bede  Civitai  Dorcinia 
it  is  called  Hi/dropolh  .-  "  a  name,"  says  Camden, 
inventing  ;  but  proper  enoitt;h;  Z*Our  signifyini 
"  water."  The  eircumslniLces  of  sitnalion  do,  indeed,  warrant  this 
Iknciful  character  of  epithet.  The  Thame  Hows  near  the  town  on 
the  east,  aud  thu  grand  stream,  so  arbitrarily  denominated  Isis, 
Oti  the  west.  A  junction  lakes  place  between  tlie  two  at  no 
^eat  distance.  On  llie  site  of  this  town  was  a  Roman  station, 
probably  of  extent  and  importance;  and  tho  place  seems  to 
have  retained  some  notoriety  during  the  ageii  immediately  en- 
suing; but  it  did  uot  reach  the  height  of  its  prosperity  till  the 
seventh  century,  when  Biriniis,  who  was  sent  from  Rome 
by  Pope  HonQriua  to  convert  the  West  Saxons,  is  said  to 
have  here  first  preached  to  them  the  gospel.  Dirinns  had  al' 
ready  baptized  CineKils,  King  of  that  people,  on  which  occa- 
sion  Oswald,  Kinu  of  Northumberland,  attended  as  God-^ib,  or 
God-father;  aad  the  two  kings,  accordiug  lo  Bede,  gave  the 
bishop  this  town  for  the  foundation  of  an  episcopal  see,  in  ho- 
nour of  the  ceremony.  The  see  was  lung  of  gigantic  mag- 
nificence, comprising  the  ivto  large  klngdi 
^yoL.  XII.  i  B 
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and  Mercians.  Twenty  bishops  ut  Iiere  in  tlmoat  Papal  gno- 
Jeur ;  &d(I,  thougli  seven  biBboprics  were  «l  length  Uken  out  of 
K,  the  see  still  continued  Uie  largest  in  Enxlanil,  till  about  Ui« 
year  1086,  nlicn  Rcmi(;ius  remoTed  it  to  Lincoln. 

During  the  pcrioda  of  its  wralUi  aud  dignity,  the  city  wu  tlie 
aeat  of  council  with  several  monardis;  but  auflered  ranch  front  the 
inciirsons  of  various  contending  parlies. 

At  the  period  of  the  Normau  Survey  there  were  here  "  one  han- 
ded hides,  save  ten.  Of  these  the  bishop  had  in  liia  farm  tisXj 
hides,  save  one  virgate ;  and  the  knights  thirty  liidea  and  one 
virgale  of  land." 

When  RcinigiuR,  under  William  I.  removed  the  aee  to  Linodi, 
this  town,  according  to  Malraesbnry,  who  lived  at  that  peria^^ 
ira«  small  and  ill-peopled  ;  yet  "  the  majesty  of  the  cbnreh  *<^| 
great,  cither  by  the  antiquity  of  the  building,  or  the  diligenoavH 
■uch  SB  had  liLlely  repaired  it."  From  Malmesbury's  statement 
it  is  evident  thai  the  chief  splendour  of  Dorchester  was  confined 
to  the  early  Saxon  ages,  and  that  the  place  was  not  able  to  re- 
cover from  the  various  ravages  committed  by  the  Danes.  About 
the  reign  of  Ldward  HI.  the  town  gained  some  accession  of  con- 
sequence from  tilt  construction  of  a  bridge  over  tlie  river  Thane. 
Until  this  period  the  great  road  had  passed  through  Wallingfbrd, 
The  traffic  was  now,  propitiously  fur  Dorchester,  divided;  but 
tlie  ioliabilAnts  failed  to  derive  any  important  advantages  from 
the  circunutaoce ;  and  both  Leiand  and  Camden  describe  the 
place  as  destitute  of  trade,  and  reduced  to  the  character  of  a 
village. 

The  town  was  fonnerly  encompassed  by  a  wall,  which  Hearne 
traces  through  its  whole  progress,  "  from  Walltf,  half  a  mile 
north  from  the  church  by  the  abbey  spring  called  Collwell,  at  the 
same  distojice  from  the  town,  where  he  places  a  fort.  On  the 
east  is  the  village  of  Warborougb.*  Tbe  walls  run  bet»e«n 
Overey;  thence  south,  where  the  great  road  now  is,  quite  \tm 
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the  preicDt  town,  and  so  on  to  Dyke  Hills."  Tbe  roandations  o( 
the  wall  arc  still  frequently  tDrned  up  by  tlie  plough  iti  several  of 
(he  above  directions,  and  many  other  vesti^s  of  former  conse- 
quence,  though  in  ihe  last  and  most  obscure  state  of  decay,  are 
likewiiiG  discoverable.  Hearne,  iu  his  acconnt  of  some  auti> 
qaitiea  btdwe«u  Wiudsor  and  Oxfqrd,  says  "  that  we  are  sure, 
even  aft«r  the  Conqnast,  there  were  at  least  four  churchea  here, 
three  of  vhich  stood  on  the  south,  and  south-west  sides  of  the 
Abbey  Church."  Tbe  greater  part  of  this  assertion  appears  to 
be  formed  only  on  traditionary  authority ;  but,  from  the  coa 
cuiring  testimony  of  many  ancient  writers,  there  undoubtedly 
were  several  churches  in  Dorchester  during  the  periods  of  it* 
greatest  prosperity.  On  the  north  of  the  town,  and  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  Oxford  road,  in  a  square  piece  of  ground,  termed  the 
Farm-Field,  may  now  be  traced,  in  dry  summers,  the  foundations 
ol  a  building,  which,  hy  standing  due  east  and  west ;  and  by  the 
proportions,  appears  to  have  been  one  of  these  structurea,* 

On  the  south  side  of  the  present  church  stood  a  caatle,  of  which 
every  fragment  has  now  disappeared.  The  road  evidently  de- 
viated towardti  the  site  of  thia  building  till  the  latter  part  of  the 
past  century  ;  aod  tradition  yet  bestows  an  allusive  name  on  the 
spot 

To  the  HOutli  of  the  town  is  a  circular  field,  which  Browne 
WiUia  supposeH  to  have  been  an  amphitheatre ;  and,  nearly  con- 
tignoas,  is  a  farm-house,  called  Bishop's  Court,  and  the  Gyld, 
Oq  this  latter  spot  the  bishop's  palace  formerly  stood  ;  and,  in 
Hearne's  time,  considerable  traces  of  foundation  remained.  On 
the  north  side,  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town, 
sre  some  ditches,  called  Alt  Ridgf,  or  Alt  Ditch  Banks.  The 
3  B  2  word 

*  "  Fooodslioai  of  dne  of  Ihc  charobEi,"  itji  Gougb,  in  liii^ditioni 
(o  Csmdea,  "  miglit  be  tccn  si  jou  turn  up  lo  the  biidge,  in  Ihc  garden]  of 
rlia  diik'i  houic."  Wc  ciamined  Ihi;  prrniDei  in  which  it  seeiDs  likely  thit 
the  patiih  cterk  li»ed  at  llie  period  of  Gnugli'i  *iiiti  bnt  eoiild  nol  discoTer 
any  irteei  of  lucL  foanditiani.  The  crou  meotiaDed  by  Gougli  ta  ttanding 
at  (lie  (oQt  of  the  biidg*,  wu  lakca  Jonn  about  thirty  jeori  back. 
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word  All  fteems  a  perversion  of  Old,  and  the  diLclies  arc,  probably,'  - 
the  Tcmainn  of  some  forlidcation  made  during  the  stra^ei  be- 
tween the  English  mi  the  Danea. 

But  the  must  interesting  relic  of  past  a^es  is  contained  in  tlw 
extensiTc  embankment  termed  Dyke  Hills.  This  is  a  double 
trencbmenl,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long,  on  the  i 
side  of  the  (own.  The  haaks  are  twenty  yards  nnunder  at 
torn ;  and  tin:  [ierj)endicular  hf  ighl  is  about  twenty  feet.  TtM"] 
river  laia,  in  conjunctioa  with  llie  Thame,  ass 
aemblance  of  a  Ihiw  iti  this  part  of  the  neL|j;hhourhood  of  DV' 
Chester,  and  the  iotrenchment  rans^es  from  puint  to  point,  as 
the  string.  The  Dyke  mif^^hl,  therefore,  have  been  readily  filM 
itith  water,  and  such  an  inundation  does,  iti  fact,  casually  taka 
place  when  Ihe  river  overflows  its  bounds.  A  road  croise*  the 
banks  near  the  wcat  end;  and,  having  passed  the 
op  a  bill,  pointing  to  Sinodun  Camp, 

The  (wnjechires  are  various  concoming:  the  period  at  w\ 
these  intrenchjnents  were  constructed.     Plot  very  properly 
elines  to  suppose  that  they  formed  any  part  ufa  Roman  way; 
but  thinks"  thrin  rather  a  forlilicatioD,  such  as  P.  Oilorius, 
pnElor  here   in  Britain  under  Claudius,  is  said  by   Tacttits 
have  niadi}  nn  the  rivers  Antonn  and  Sahriiia;  or  else 
the  ontw'orkR  of  the  fortifications  on  Long  Wittenliam  Hill,' 
mile   and  a  half  ilr.stant,   on  the  opposite   side  of  the  ri 
Berkshire}  "  which,  perhaps,  was  llie  Sinodnnum  of  the  aiicieiit 
Briton:*."    Dr.  Stiikily  fuucies  them  a  Britixh  Cursus;  and  oUier 
vritc-m  aseribc  tliem  to  the  Merciann.     Gougli  forbears  to  apcdc 
witii  decision,  hut  says  "  that  they  may  have  been  ontimrka  ta 
the  station  hero ;  or  may  have  belonged  to  King  Elhelatu,  aoa 
of  Edward  the  Elder,  who  guarded  the  town  against  ihe  Dane^ 
nnd  in  ilOS,  held  a  council  in  Dorchester."     If  we  adopt  the 
mer  notion,  and  lielieTO  the  works  to  be  Roman,  we  may  obe 
in   support  of  our  opinion,  that  a  Roman  road  is  said  to  hxn 
led  to  a  ford  at  a  small  distance,  near  Shilling^ford,  where  piles 
and  bevuis  liavc  been  taken  up,     A  coDBiderablc  tract  of  land  iu 
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the  adjacency  of  the  Dyke  Hills  has  been  recently  pnt  under  the 
plough,  and  some  Roman  coins,  though  not  many,  have  beep 
turned  up. 

Near  the  termination  of  the  intrenchment  *  Is  a  spot  called 
Conygere,  which  Heame  thought  the  site  of  a  royal  mansion. 

Dorchester  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood  have  afforded  an 
abundant  liarvest  of  Coins  and  Relics.  Roman  money  of  gold, 
silver,  and  brass,  from  Julius  Ceesar  to  Heraclius,  is  discovered 
in  unusual  plenty.  Several  other  articles  of  Curiosity  are  thus 
noticed  by  Gough  : 

"  In' a  garden  behind  the  church  was  dog  up,  in  1736,  a  small 
ring  of  the  purest  gold,  inscribed  with  the  year  of  Birinns* 
consecration,  636.  In  it  was  set  a  cornelian,  the  figure  on  -which 
was  supposed  a  mitre  on  an  altar,  or  pillar,  by  the  late  Mr. 
Bilson,  a  proctor  of  the  University  Court,  and  rector  of  St.  Cle- 
ments, Oxford,  to  whom  the  ring  was  given,  and  who,  after  re* 
fusing  twenty  guineas  for  it,  left  it  to  Mr.  Applegarth,  school- 
master, t 

''  In  1731,  was  dug  up  a  small  altar,  with  the  following  in- 
scription, remarkable  for  the  mention  of  the  Cancelli,  which 
Mr.  Ward  supposes  Rails  to  inclose  it  as  an  altar  for  Prayer 
only,  and  not  for  sacrifice,  it  having  no  Focus  : 

I.    O.  M. 

ET    NMINB.    AVG. 

M.     \AR.    SEVERVS 

B.  CoS 

ARAM.  CVM 

CANCELLIS 

D.     S.     P. 

*  At  the  west  end  of  Die  soath  banks  were  found,  some  lime  back,  a 
skeleton,  a  mattock,  and  part  uf  a  cross.  The  bones  poiaiblywera  those  of 
some  Eremite,  who  had  fiied  hb  melancholy  seclasion  near  this  spot 

f  This  ring  is  now  in  the  possestioB  of  Mr.  Philip?,  a  carpenter  at  Wal- 
lingford,  Berks. 

2  B  3  i.  e. 
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i.  e-  Jovi  Optimo  maxima 

et  numinibus  Augattis 

Marcu*  Valerius  Se»eru» 

Bene  fici  a  rills  consul  is 


Caocellis 

Dc  sua  poiuil. 


^^V  "  There  have,  also,  been  found  urns  and  l&cnmatDries;  to- 

Mllated  pavenitnts  ;  and  part  of  the  shoes  and  cope  of  gUt  ]n> 
(her  t)(  a  bishop,  falsely  supposed  8t.  Biriuns,  for  bin  body  »■ 
removed  by  Bishop  Headda  lo  Wiuchester.     Many  of  the  thing* 

•  found  here  have  the  marks  of  fire,  which  some  vuppose  lo  ban 
OGouiooed  the  removal  of  the  see  to  Liocoln."  A  part  of  a 
croaier  has,  likewise,  been  lately  taken  from  the  bed  of  the  mtf 
Thame. 

In  the  year  1140,  Alexander,  the  muniftceol  Bishop  of  Ijncda. 
founded  here  an  abbey  of  black  canons.     A  part  of  Uiia  buildii^f 

>compriJiiug  a  maMive  frout  wall,  and  a  portion  of  an  airhod 
doorway,  atill  remaioB,  and  nearly  adjoins  the  present  ctrarclk 
Some  humble  atlditions  have  been  raade  to  render  this  fra^nwl 
tenaiitablc,  anil  it  is  now  occujiied  by  the  master  of  a  sctmtl.ifr' 
■tituted  hy  the  Fcttipbce  family,  for  the  ediicntion  of  tax  bojf. 
Bona  of  the  lubouring  poor  of  the  parish.  The  master  bai  ■ 
salary  often  pounds.  At  the  Diasolntioo  the  abbey  fbuoded 
Bishop  Alexander  was  valaeil,  according  to  Tanner,  at  219). 


Dorchester  has  now  only  one  church,  but  that  is  a  spAci< 
and  handsome  bnililiog.  In  the  opinion  of  Warlou  no  pi 
of  the  edifice  is  older  than  tlie  reign  of  Henry  HI.;  and,  from  lh«' 
charactei  of  architecture,  tlitre  is  reason  to  believe  that  thii 
opiRioB  is  correct,  Bltliough  it  would  certainly  appear  smrpriUBg 
that  a  prelate  of  so  magnificent  a  spirit  as  Alexander  sh( 
leave  the  abbey  of  his  founding  dcEtitute  of  a  suited  pli 
Mcerdotal  ceremony.  A  great  part  of  the  present  pil< 
fttigi 
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■triginBlly  the  abbey  churcli,  to  wliich  was  unitet]  the  parochial 
plaM  of  worship.     "  Sinc«  the  suppreBiioB,"  snys  L«iand,  "  one 

,  a  great  rich  man,  il«e!liiig  in  llie  (own  of  Dorchester, 

bought  the  east  part  of  the  church  for  1401,  aiid  gave  it  to  augment 
tbe  parish  church." 

This  veoerable  pile  has  a  sijuore  and  weighty,  but  rather  law, 
west  tower,  with  a  turret  at  three  of  the  anglex,  aud  an  eoibattltd 
parapet  at  tbe  top.  Near  to  the  porch  of  entrance,  and  adjacent 
to  the  remains  of  tbe  abbey,  is  a  projection  of  atone-itork,  which 
coutaius  fgar  pointed,  but  vacant,  recesses.  In  the  church-yanf, 
not  far  distant  from  the  diiisioo  of  building  thus  ornamented 
with  niches,  is  a  mutilated  crosa;  the  shaft  taper,  and  thre« 
r«ngf»  of  kneeling  places  at  tlie  base.  On  the  north  side  of  tbe 
church  are  the  traces  of  a  cloister,  which  formed  a  communicatiou 
with  the  abbey  by  a  door  at  the  west  end  of  the  north  aisle,  now 
stopped. 

The  interior  of  the  building  is  seventy-seven  yards  from  east  to 
west,  by  seventy,  in  width,  including  the  aisles ;  and  the  height 
about  Gfty-five  feet.  The  whole  is  divided  by  two  rows  of  Gothic 
arches,  and  at  present  consists  of  a  nave,  chancel,  and  north  aud 
south  aisles.  Both  the  aisles  have  distinct  marks  of  an  altar,  and 
places  for  the  holy  water,  &c.  at  the  east  end. 

The  mullions  of  the  north  window  of  the  present  chancel  are 
carved  to  represent  a  tree  of  sacred  genealogy.  At  the  root  lies 
the  prostrate  figure  of  Jesse,  and  from  his  body  tbe  tree  is  made 
to  proceed.  On  the  branches  arc  carved  twenty-four  hgiires  ;  and 
»l  the  top,  beneath  a  rise  of  flowers,  was  a  figure  of  Jesus,  long 
aince  removed.  There  are,  likewise,  sixteen  figures  painted  ou 
the  glass,  fifteen  of  which  have  a  name  appended. 

In  the  compartments  of  tbe  great  coal  window,  over  the  com- 
munion table,  are  various  paintings,  describing,  in  the  old  Saxoa 
■tyle,  different  passages  in  the  History  of  Birinus.  These  cu~ 
rious  relica  of  early  church -decoration  were  formerly  in  llie  north 
window  of  the  nave;  hut  were  remove<l,  about  four  years  back,  to 
their  present  situation,  under  the  snperinten dance  of  Captain  Ken- 
ncll,  then  rciiiding  at  the  contignous  parsonage  house.  The  oc- 
3  B  4  caaion 


376 


OXFORDBHIRE. 


I 


UBion  of  removal  was  the  danger  from  wantonncBS  ti>  whicl 
glaw  was  exposed ;  and  much  taste  haa  be«n  evinced  in  the 
of  their  novel  arrangement. 

Under  the  south  window  of  the  chancel  are  fonr  canopied 
cesses,  divided  only  by  slender  square  pillars.  Three  of  Iheao 
ver£  probably  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  priest,  deacon,  and 
sub-deacon,  during  eome  parts  of  the  high,  or  solemn,  mass  which 
was  performed  in  the  chancel.  The  fourth  contains  the  PUeha 
used  for  the  washing,  or  purifying,  of  the  bands ;  aad  aaotber 
receptacle  for  water,  ■ 

The  compartments  of  glass  immediately  above  axe  filled  wilfc< 
paintings,  oite  of  which  has  the  inscription  Sanctus  Btrimu  *  mi^ 
der  the  figure  of  a  bishop  receiving  a  cross  from  a  king,  anotba 
king  standing  behind.  This,  probably,  i-epresents  the  investi- 
tnre  of  Birinus  by  Cinegila,  at  which  Oswald,  King  of  NorthwB- 
berland,  assisted.     The  coloura  of  this  curious  little  piece  are  riek 

The  chancel  within  the  rails  is  paved  with  glazed  tile*.  ■ 
the  wall,  on  both  sides,  has  been  painted  with  varioui  enblemti^l 
inl  figures. 

The  whole  of  these  pictorial  embcllislinienls,  have  been  lol 
whitened  over:  but  the  design  may  bo  easily  traced  throagi 


i 


*  Birinui,  nccariling  to  Bedr,  nu  eitremed  b  miracle  of  HDCIilj  by  It 
ptapla  whom  lie  lindcnnvaled.  Cftinden  nb<crre*,  llwt  ibe  Tery  oldpsOU.* 
•iruic  lilt  life  ill  Laila  lene,  lioooau  liini  with  csmmenilaior;  lineii  «liid| 

A  iiubler  themo  ihan  Kcrculei  of  aldi 

Or  Mncediiniu'i  King ;  or  ono  we're  laid 

Uow  he  hit  foeilo  juit  deilrucliun  hiirl'd, 

And  oflhe  olher  that  he  wmi  iheu'orld. 

Bulh  IhsH!  BirinDi  did  ;   for  lie  ubtnln'd 

Viclory  o'er  bolb,  snd  Ihrn  >  grrater  fair 

Over  liintcir)  and  conquer'd,  Cunqueror  reigu'd. 
Tbe  uit^tor  of  Ihe  Hiitntj  of  Alclieiler  at  llie  end  of  Kenoet'i 
Amiqiillirt,  tncnlionii  a  round  hill  mi  whichaahtiiie  wbi  riecltid  lo  Si.  Biriniu, 
■nd  lo  which  Ibe  luperiitiLioui  reiorted  for  luiruEuloui  bi 
ttc  itere  diilcmpered. 
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hires  iDftde  by  time  in  tlie  coverin)!;.  Lions,  griffins,  and  vari- 
«us  lantOHticiil  effigies,  which,  if  tlicy  have  not  an  heraldic 
meaning  are  trifling  and  misplaced,  'were  the  only  Bubjects  aub- 
nitted  to  the  eeverity  of  the  white-v  as  Iter's  brash. 

On  the  third  pillar  from  the  entrance  ol' the  church,  a  pillar  now 
shut  from  the  nave  by  a  recent  inclosDre,  is  a  carving  called  thb 
five  foolish  virgins.  This  has  evidently  formed  the  bracket  to  k 
statue.  The  sculpture  ia  much  obliterated,  and  the  deaign 
scarcely  to  be  ascertained.  The  "  virgins"  are  in  various  pos- 
tiires,  silting,  kneeling,  snd  crouching.  Over  the  shoulders  of 
each  seema  ihe  rude  represeotation  of  a  veil ;  and  to  ooe  is  united 
a  Hmall  figure,  which  Gongh  calls  "  an  angel  «ounding  a  trum- 
pet." This  baby -semblance  is  unattired,  and  we  could  not  per- 
ceive auy  vestige  of  a  nuslcal  instrument.  Perhaps  some  exa- 
miaers  might  he  tempted  to  believe  the  whole  intended  as  a  satire 
en  BD  order  of  nuns  that  chanced  to  be  objectionable  to  the  black 
canons  of  St.  Augustine. 

The  church  of  Dorchester  is  mournfully  affluent,  through  all  its 
precincts,  in  the  aiihes  of  exalted  churchmen,  and  other  persons  of 
important  rank. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  church,  in  a  port  separated  from  the 
aisle  by  a  screen,  is  placed  the  mutilated  figure  in  freestone  of  a 
bishop,  which  was  dug  from  the  northern  aisle,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  bishop  Aeschwine. 

In  different,  parts  are  "  four  stones,  with  a  cross  and  brasses 
for  abbots.  A  white  slouc.  with  a  ligure  of  a  bishop,  and  in- 
scription cut  in  black  strokes,  for  Roger,  Frior  of  {(anion,  co. 
Stafford,  abbot  here,  and  Episcopus  Lidensis,  IdlO.  Another  for 
Abbot  Sutton,  1349,  a  hand  holding  a  crosier;  and  another  for 
Abbot  Richard  Beauforesl."  • 

On  the  south  side  of  the  chancel  is  theeOigy  of  a  kniiilit  draw- 
ing his  sword,  a  rouud  helmet  on  the  head,  and  a  pointed  shield  on 
the  BTiD.     The  legs  crossed. 

At  the  foot  of  this  e%y  i^  a  tumb,  ooncemin;;  which  both  Le- 
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land  and  Dr.  Stukely  fell  iota  a  itnuige  miBlake.  "  Tber  lyi\k 
aX  the  feel  of  tlie  knighl,"  says  LeluDd,  "  one  Stooer,  $oraelime 
B  Judge,  fas  apperUh  liif  his  habit]  id  the  reiga  of  King  Ed- 
ward III."  The  figure  thus  described  is  evideutly  that  of  a 
Lady,  reeumbeot  on  aa  allar.U>inb.  The  eifigy  is  small;  Ihe 
hands  folded,  as  in  supplication,  over  the  breast.  The  drapery 
of  the  attire  is  three  folds  deep,  tbe  outer  ^ment  descending 
«nly  halfway  down  the  leg.  The  sleeves  of  the  dress  come  nearly 
to  the  wrist,  and  are  scolloped  above  the  elbow.  A  kind  of 
cloak  is  fastened  round  the  neck  by  a  band,  and  desceuds  not 
much  lower  than  tbe  shooldcrs.  The  face  is  clearly  reuiiuiue.  On 
tbe  canopy  at  the  head  it*  a  cross  fleure,  and  on  tbe  tomb  four 
shields,  with  two  bars  indented,  and  a  chief. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  choir  is  a  narrow  and  high  altar-tomb, 
with  the  elligy,  in  alahai<ter,  of  a  knight  in  armour,  his  liead  on  » 
pl^D  helmet,  and  a  lion  at  his  feet.  On  the  surcoat  is  a  lion,  or 
grilSn,  rampant.  Conceruing  this  monument  Lelaud  says  "  Thei 
lyith  a  Knight  ou  the  north  side  of  the  Quier,  whom  the  late  ah- 
bot  took  to  be  one  of  the  Scgraves ;  the  image  waa  of  alabttster} 
but,  after,  the  abbot  told  mc  that  he  heard  one  say  of  late  tbafc 
there  «us  one  Holcum  a  knight  buried."  To  this  uncertain  in* 
telligcnce  commuuicated  by  tbe  abbot,  nothing  can  now  ba, 
addtid.  It  may,  however,  be  mentioned,  aa  an  instance  of  tha 
vanity  of  sepulchral  honours,  that  the  slabs  of  the  monument  urn 
partly  in  a  disjoined  state,  and  nothing  appears  within  but  a  very 
few  bones  Ibrown  unceremoniously  into  one  corner. 

About  the  year  1730,  a  stone  cofiiii  wus  dug  from  the  middle 
of  the  chancel,  containing  a  body  in  gilt  scolloped  leather,  with 
a  pewter  chalice;  and  a  second  coffin  of  a  similar  description, 
enclosing  nothing  but  mould.  .\  atone  coffin  was,  also,  dug  from 
the  south  side  of  the  church  some  lime  aher  the  above ;  and,  in 
the  present  year  (18l3,),anollier  bais  been  taken  up,  which  is  six 
feet  four  iucUes  in  the  clear,  and  contained  a  skeleton,  tbe  skull 
resting  in  a  head-place, 

Tbe  FoHl  is  supposed  to  be  of  Biriuus'  time,  and  has  been 
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«al<l  to  be  "  tbe  mesl  ancienl,  and  perhaps  only  one  of  ila  kiaJ, 
a  tulcrettiiig  veslj^e  is 
e  sides  llie  twelve  opos 


in  the  world,"  *  Tliia  tulcrettiiig  veslj^e  is  of  cast  lead,  aud  u 
not  eery  /arg<.  On  the  sides  llie  twelve  apostles  urt  rcpreseiittsJ, 
each  Kitting  in  a  separate  stall,  Tbe  figures  are  in  lobrable  pre- 
servation, villi  an  esct-jition  of  the  faces,  which  have  received  soma 
injury  from  wautonnesa. 

In  CDnsci|Ut;nce  of  the  former  privileges  of  tlie  abbey,  Dor- 
chester churrli  has  a  peculiar  jurisdiction  over  eleven  parislies, 
ud  is  exempt  from  episcopal  visitation. 

According  to  the  returns  made  to  Purliameot  iu  1811,  the 

nber  of  houses  in  thin  decayed  town  is  only  1S1.     In  the  same 

'account  the  total  number  of  inljabltanls  is  h  la  ltd  to  be  764.     A 

new  bridge  is  nuw  building,  «iUi  llcadington   atone,  over  the 

river  Thame,  in  such  a  direction  as  will  considerably  improve 

the  approiich  to  tlie  town,  >bhile  it  frees  the  high  road  from  an 

inconvenient  curve.     The  ancient  bridge  is  a  mean  and  ziarrov 

structorc,  with  recesses  on  one  side  to  enable  foot  passengers  to 

^^^  moid  the  real  danger  threatened  by  the  transit  of  carriages. 

^^^kpAt  Ibe  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  ea^t  end  of 

^^^■Kb  embankment,  termed  Dyke  Hills,  is  tlie  conflux  of  the  Thame 

^^^^^kd  Isra,  a  circumstance  so  prolific  of  poetical  allusion  with  the 

^^^^■taiantic  writers  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  " 

^^^^Bhar  the  conflux  is  a  spot  called  the  Prince's  Castle.     Here    ' 

^^^^^^ 

^^^^B  *  By  Sinkel;  snd  CoDgb 

^^^^p.l  The  pelicil  origin  of  (he  wDnl  Tbamci  {Tamith')  from  Ihii  junciiun  it 

±i.i  i^  n — J 1....,  |,j(,u   Uij,   iioiicdl  by  the  audlor  ii(  ilie  Ei.tigiuM 

own  yopin  on  tlie  l»ncifol  mbjcct  i>  well  koowo, 
little  creilil  u  m  cborngisplier.  llie  "  mniagB  at 
ti^riri  oD  the  subjecl  in  ihe  Fulyolbiiiii,  Lave  ra> 
wpular  error,     li  ii  liiiguinr  ihat  liir  i<fo  iweti  di(- 


•1  Iu  llic  pttiprieljr  of  Sri  bcittiwcd  un  IIk 

Druribmg  (lie  tpproncli  uf  llie  nupli^K  CuudL-ii 


r  allcgoriCBl  pcrMD- 


Nuv  Tniue  lind  cauglit  thr  »ishl-ror  wctt 
fo  pio^trci.  M  Skt  duwu  llic  uuunuiiu  ci 
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Cbancer  is  hy  some  said  to  have  h&d  a  residence,  and  by  othett 
merely  supposed  to  have  written  some  of  his  poems.  The  sita- 
ation  wonid  certainly  appear  favourable  to  tlie  mase ;  but  Iht 
conjectures  of  both  parties  are  raised  only  on  very  crude  tn> 
dilJoii. 

The  river  Thames  was  made  navigable  from  Biircott,  a  smaSJ 
village  aboat  one  mile  north  by  west  of  Dorchester,  to  Oxford,  by 
act  of  ParliameDt,  in  the  21st  or  James  1. 

At  Cnlham  is  the  neat  modern  residence  of  J.  Philips,  Esq. 
the  vicinity  of  the  village  wan  an  aiinnal  horse-race,  till  a  recent 
ioclosare  plaeeil  the  Ihealre  of  equestrian  coiilest  uuder  the  mor* 
bcne6cial  operation  of  tbe  plough. 

The  village  of  Chistlchampton  is  seated  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  Thame,  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  from  Dorchester,  and  is 
Dmamented  by  the  handsome  mansion  of  Robert  Peers,  Esq.  snr- 
Tonnded  by  about  twenty  acres  of  pleasure  grouud.  A  branch  of 
the  D'Oylcy  family  was  long  seated  in  this  villa^^e. 

South-Stoke  is  a  village  on  tlie  margin  of  the  Thames,  be- 
tween Wallingford  and  Goring,  and  is  encompassed  by  the  hun- 
dred of  Langtree.  The  attached  tihcrly  of  Woodcot  coroproa' 
hcnds  a  hilly  range,  partly  under  the  plough,  and  partly  stDcked 
with  beech,  or  used  as  pasturage. 


t 
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nOOTTON   HUNDRED 

abuts  the  city  of  Oxford  ou  the  north.  The  extent  of  this  dim^  I 
Irict  is  much  greater  than  that  of  any  hundred  south  of  Oxford^'  i 
and  proves  its  former  scantiness  of  population.     Few  div 


Coinra  iripplng  hIiU  delight. 
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iiily  are  now  belter  peopled,  and  none  are  more  af- 
fluent in  circuin»itanceB  of  natural  ailvaulage^  The  Isis,  the 
Cherwcll,  the  Wjndroali,  tite  Glyme,  and  tlie  Evenlode,  all  pay 
the  tribute  of  their  waters,  and  scatter  richness  as  tliey  flow,  over 
fine  tracts  of  meadow  and  paatutt-  land.  The  inequalities  of 
■uiiace  are  ollen  luiheieDt  to  bestow  a  variety  of  pictorial  beauty, 
bat  are  not  no  prtetpilous  as  to  impede  the  labours  of  Ihe  plough. 
In  Ibe  vicinity  of  the  numerous  mansions  which  embellish  this 
district  are  frequently  found  large  spots  of  useful  and  uruamealai 
Koodland. 

Wootton  Hundred  contains  two  market  towns,  Woodstock  and 
Deudinoton.  and  the  following  parishes,  townubipii,  and  ham- 
lets  iVor/A  Anion ;  Middle  Allan :  Steeple  Aston ;  Great  Bar- 
ford;  Middle  Barton,  &ad  SifepU  Barton :  tyfslcoll-Barton  : 
Begbrook:  Bladon;  Caiatngton:  Clifton;  Coggi  and  WH- 
cett :  Long  Combe;  Dung  Teiv;  Eyntkam:  Glympton  ;  Gos- 
ford;  Htaiborough;  Hempton;  Heylhorp,  with  the  hanilet  of 
Duntborpe;  HemingtoH  ;  Nether-Kiddington;  KidUngton ; 
NoTlk'Leigh :  South-Leigh  ;  South- \ewington  ;  Rousham  ; 
Sandford ;  Skiploa  upon  Ckerwell  ;  Stanton  Harcvurt  ; 
Sloncifield  ;  Tacklcy-Nethcrcott,  with  the  township  of  White- 
hill;  Great  Tew,  with  the  township  of  Little  Tew;  Thrup  ; 
n'oleerrot :  Water-ealoB  ;  Wootton;  Worton  ;  Tiether-tt'orton : 
T-Worton;  Yarntan, 


^^.l 


WOODSTOCK, 


a  town  of  high  interest  in  many  points  of  view,  ii  distant  about 
ei^ht  miles  from  the  city  of  Oxford,  on  the  north-west.  Indepen- 
dent of  the  attraction  gained  from  the  neighbouring  palace  of 
Blenheim,  Woodstock  possesse:)  undeniable  claims  on  the  respect 
and  curiosity  of  the  examiner.  It  was  here  that  some  of  the 
most  august  characters  of  English  History  resided  in  cbivalric 
pomp;  and  here  Chaucer,  styled  from  circumstance  of  precedence, 


» 
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ihe  father  of  Gn^lixh  poetry,  and  deserving  of  elevated  rank 
■mong  liis  followers,  on  the  ground  of  intrinsic  merit,  indulg*(i 
delicious  flights  of  imagination;  here  wrote  many  of  t^e  poenw 
destined  to  transmit  llie  character  of  his  feeling  to  the  sympathy 
of  the  latent  pDBl«rity. 

Old  fVoodstoek,  of  which  one  venerable  mansioti,  Wid  a  fbv  ir- 
regular houses  of  the  inferior  order,  now  only  remain,  was  built  in 
a  sheltered  situation  ou  the  border  of  the  river  Glyme.  The  pre- 
sent tovii  is  placed  on  a  fine  and  healthy  eminence,  and  a  pro-^ 
gressive  spirit  of  improvement  is  evident  iu  every  feature.  The 
houses  are  chiefly  composed  of  stone.  Not  any  of  the  donestie 
buildings  bear  marks  of  great  antiqnity  *;  hut  such  as  appear  t» 
lave  stood  two  centuricfi,  jjfce  all  the  provincial  tenement^ 
of  the  same  at;c,  are  irregular  in  construction,  and  mean  in  cbk- 
meter,  Tliese,  however,  are  few,  and  oet  as  empliatical  memo- 
rials of  the  enlargement  of  idea  and  improvement  of  manneri' 
which  have  been  the  rcHull  of  an  extension  of  commerce.  The 
majority  of  the  building)<  are  desirably  capacious,  and  many  are 
of  an  embellisbcd  and  ornainenlal  description.  Among  the  lat- 
ter class  must  be  mentioned  the  Rectory  House,  the  residenctt 
«f  Dr.  Mavor,  a  handsome  stone  structure  erected  by  Bishop  Pell ; 
and  the  couliguouB  mnniiinn  of  Fryse  Pryse,  Esq.  Both  these 
dwellings  command  eMjuisite  views  over  Blenheim  Park,  so  rich 
in  circumstuiiceK,  uf  nuluriil  and  artificial  beauty.  Hcnsingtoi^ 
House,  situate  neat  tlie  entrance  of  the  town  on  the  Oxford  side, 
likewise  ponsesscs  pleasing  views,  and  is  surronnded  by  well-onia- 
nunted  grounds. 

The  town-hall  is  n  hand^rune  stone  building,  erected  abont  tli* 
year  1766,  after  u  dt^sign  of  Sir  William  Ohninbers,  at  the  sole 

npenie' 

'  An  ancieat  domestic  building  oeu  Ibe  cliurch,  compriting  tmenwBli^J 
called  King  Johu's  Coltsgfi,   wm  pulled  down  tboui  ibe  jenr  ITSS.     0^  T 
■hii  occRtion  tame  oM  coins  were  Toand,  and  amang  Ibem  iwo  oriljc  Einpervt 
Vnpaiian,  willi  thii  initriplioii,  highPj  praerved  tonnd  Ihe  bead  i  VESPA-" 
SUNUSEOat.  IMP.fltC;.    On  ilie  Itetcne,  JUDJoA  CAFM. 
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I  expense  of  his  Grace  Ihe  presentDukeof  Marlliorou^h.  Beneath 
I  tiie  hall  is  »  piazza,  used  as  a  market-place.  On  the  tympanom 
I  «f  a  pediment  in  front  of  the  ediAce  are  the  arms  of  the  noble  fa* 
I  nily  of  Mariborough. 

^  Woodstock  is  a  chapelry  to  the  contiguous  parish  of  Bladon  ; 
L  and  the  orii^iaa]  place  of  worship  was  a  chuntry,  foonded  in  ho- 
I  Bour  of "  our  Lady,"  by  Kine  John,  At  the  Dissolution  Henry 
VIII.  granted  the  cburcli  to  tbe  Corporation  of  the  town  ;  but  the 
patronage  is  in  the  ^ift  of  tbeMarlboroQgh  family.  Tlie  south  pact 
\  «f  the  present  Gtnicture  is  a  fragment  of  the  ancient  foondation; 
L  wd  on  this  side  is  a  round  headed  door-casCj  composed  of  red 
[  atone,  and  ornamented  with  chevron  work.  The  nortberu  face 
k  of  the  cbnrch  waa  rebuilt  about  tha  year  I7S3  ;  and  at  the  same 
I  time  K  tower  waa  erected  at  the  west  end.  These  alterations 
L  have  been  effected  with  considerable  taste.  The  tower  is  of  fair 
bpoportions,  and  charged  with  modest,  yet  sofficient  ornaments. 
I  The  interior  is  arranged  with  decorous  and  respectable  sim- 
I  jilicity.  The  pcwa  are  handsome,  and  a  good  organ  is  placed  in 
I  an  appropriate  situation.  On  the  more  ancient  side  three  maflsy 
L  columns  support  pointed  arches.  In  the  capitals  are  iutrodnced 
I  VflrioDs  sculptures  of  the  human  countenance,  all  dissimilar,  and 
I  chiefly  tending  to  a  comic  eRect.  On  the  north  every  particular 
rcf  building  is  modem,  and  remarkable  for  substantial  plainness  ; 
t  a  character  of  architecture  perhaps  beat  suited  to  buildings  de- 
L  Toted  to  a  sacred  purpose.  The  font  is  of  a  recent  date  ;  the 
Llasin  small,  and  the  whole  of  a  chaste  and  delicate  conslrnc- 
LtioD. 

I       Tbe  tower  possesses  eight  bells,    with  mellow  and  plea 
I  chimes,  which  go  every  four  honrs,  and  have  a  different  tune  for 
*  crery  day  in  the  week. 

The  Register  commences  in  1623,  and  contains  many  entries 
af  marriages  between  parties,  stmngers  as  welt  as  parishioners. 
liy  the  mayor  of  Woodstock,  or  by  the  person  described  as  Jus- 
tice oT  Peace  for  the  iucorp oration,  during  the  sway  of  the  I'arli.i- 
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Adjoining  the  church  is  a  grBmmar  school,  founded  and  en* 
dowed,  in  15S5,  by  Mr.  Cornwall,  a  uative  of  thin  place,  nnAtM 
a  royal  licence  Irom  Queen  EliEabetb.  The  master  must  be  a', 
person  in  holy  orders,  and  the  Corporation  are  trustees.  A  cLa^. 
ritable  foundation  of  a  more  recent  date  likewise  claims  notice. 
Near  the  entrance  of  the  town  from  Oxford  is  a  range  of  almi^ 
houses,  erected  and  liberally  endowed,  in  1793,.  by  CiUoluiCtf 
Dncheas  of  Marlborough,  for  six  poor  widows. 

Woodeitock  has  two  manufactures;  those  of  polished  steel  bb4' 
gloves,  from  which  it  derives  considerable  benefit.  The  artide* 
of  polished  steel  are  entirely  made  from  the  old  uails  of  horses' 
shoes,  which  are  formed  into  small  bars  before  applied  to  the 
various  purposes  of  delicate  woikmauiship.  The  lustre  of  tbR 
article  thus  tediously  wrought  is  eminently  fine,  and  the  polish  U 
restored  at  a  trifling  expense,  however  great  the  apparent  injury, 
committed  by  rust.  The  price  obtained  for  some  specimena  oft 
the  Woodstock,  steel  will  convey  an  idea  of  the  skill  and  laboni, 
bestowed.  A  chain,  weighing  only  two  ounces,  was  sold  UL, 
I'Vance  for  ITOI,  sterling.  A  box,  in  which  the  freedom  of  tk( 
borough  was  presented  to  Lord  Viscount  Cliefdeii,  cost  thir^ 
guineas;  and  for  a  garter  star,  made  for  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  fifty  guineas  were  paid.  This  mauufucture 
troduced  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Metcalfe,  ia  the  beginning  of 
tlie  last  century,  hut  is  now  much  declined,  in  consequence  of  the 
cheapness  of  the  Uinningham  and  Sheffield  wares. 

The  mauufacture  of  leather  into  gloves  and  various  other  ut 
tides  was  commenced  at  Woiidstock  nearly  sixty  years  back,  an^ 
has  progreHsively  riben  in  consequence  and  esteeai.  About  350 
dozen  paira  of  gloves  are  now  made  weekly  in  the  town  and  the 
neighboring  villages :  and  it  is  supposed  that  not  less  than  sixtj. 
men,  and  thirteen  hundred  women  and  girls,  find  employmeut  in 
various  branches  of  the  trade.  ^ 

The  internal  government  of  Woodstock  consists  of  five  aldetw- 
men,  one  of  whom  is  annually  chosen  mayor;  a  high  steward;  ij 
recorder;  two  diambirlains,  and  a  common  clerk;  with  fifteeq, 

cap  ib  ~ 
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••pk^  hi»B«Mea.  The  first  cliarter  of  iiicitrpm^ifirWfnnt< 
by  Baaj  VI.  id  1463.  This  was  conrirmed.  cnUTged,  or  al- 
Und,  bjr  various  Bucceediiiir  monarclis,  llie  last  of  whom  was 
Ckartei  II.  who  granted  tijc  charter  nudet  which  the  Corporation 
noli  Mit.  A  reilrictive  cliarter,  forced  upon  the  boroii^li  in  the 
the  Kliur  James  II.  was  soon  aftpr  set  Bsitlc  by  proclamiitinn  ;  and 
the  charter  subaeqiienlly  granted  Is  almost  tbc  counterpart  of  that 
of  New  Windsor. 

It  is  shewn  by  the  rolls  uf  Ptirlinment  Ihnt  Woodstock  was  a 
borough  by  prescription,  long  before  it  was  incorporaled.  The 
place  ROW  returns  tvo  burgesses  to  Parliament,  who  are  chosen 
by  the  mayor  and  commonalty.  This  privilege  in  given  option- 
ally ;  and  it  appears  from  a.  former  charter  that  the  borougli 
"  urni  spertally  exempted  from  being  compellable  to  send  two 
members,  out  of  roynl  grace  oiid  favour,  on  account  nf  the  expense 
ulti-Tidirig  the  exercise  of  this  franchise,  when  representatives  werA 
pniii  for  their  services  in  Parliament." 

As  a  mark  of  adherence  to  ancient  nistoms,  it  may  be  ob- 
KTtved  that  the  festivilics  termed  Whitsnn  Ales  are  still  retained 
in  pmclice.  ■  The  cerecnony  occurs  evei-y  seventh  year,  when  th« 
inliahitiinis  lay  ciniiti  to  certain  portions  of  wood  from  Which  wood 
Forest  to  assist  in  the  celebrations  i>f  the  season. 

Woodstock  has  not  a  mecting-housc  of  any  kind  for  the  re- 
<«ption  of -Dissenters  ;  npr  does  the  town  contain  any  inhahitants 
who  professedly  dissent  from  the  established  church. 

According  to  the  returns  of  I8I1,  the  number  of  Housca  is 
237,  and  Uiat  of  the  inhabitants  141!). 

.    Woodstock  gives  the  title  of  Viscount  to  the  Duke  of  Port' 
land. 

The  respectable  borongh  whose  present  features  we  have 
thus  noticed,  prefers  a  claim  to  distinction  at  a  very  early 
period.  King  Ethelred,  who  began  his  reign  in  866,  ia  be- 
lieved to  have  held  a  Parliament,  or  council  at  Woodstock;  and 
fiis  illustrious  brother,  the  great  AKred,  according  to  a  MS.  in 
the'CoUoniao  Library,  here  translated  Boethius  dt  Consolatimte 

Vov-  XU.  2  C  Philosophic, 
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Philosophic.  It  is  certain  that  the  place  wai  honoured  by  the' 
TCsideuce  of  royalty  at  a  very  unrly  date.  lioua  asserts  the  [>ark 
of  Woudstock  to  be  the  first  that  was  formed  in  England,  and 
Dugdale  apfieartt  to  c«JDride  with  thix  opinino.  Authors  of  uo* 
diupdteil  credit,  niid  snch  as  had  ihe  n|iportunity  of  personal  ok* 
tervation,  jjirorm  us  that  Henry  I.  entertained  much  predilection 
for  the  xpot,  and  surrounded  the  park  with  astoDewall.  Tbi» 
monnri'h  either  built  or  unproved  the  regal  residence,  and  placed 
in  the  park  a  coUeclion  of  for<:igu  wild  beast,  a  novel  appeD' 
<lage  to  the  precincts  of  royalty  which  has  been,  in  some  shape, 
cherished  by  bis  succeason  on  the  throne,  even  to  the  present 
day. 

That  Henry  II.  resided  mach  at  Woodstock,  and  loved  the 
place,  and  passed  there  hours  of  romantic  rcTclry,  is  known  lo 
ail;  for  all  are  familiar  with  the  names  of  Henry  and  Roia- 
numd. 

The  manor  house,  or  royal  palace,  occupied  a  aliglttly  ele- 
vated ^ot  on  the  bonier  of  the  river  Glyme  (then  a  na/row 
siream,  but  since  expanded  into  a  mac^nilitent  lake}  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  i;rand  bridge  now  thrown  acrnaa  the  water 
«ithiu  the  walla  of  Blenheim  Park.  It  was  in  this  seat  that 
Henry  is  supposed  to  have  spent  tiie'  gayest  season  of  his  life,  in 
illicit  dalliauce  with  RoiiamonrI,  the  fair  and  unforLtinale  daughtei: 
of  Walter  Lord  Cliirnrd.  We  refer  an  examination  of  the  story  of 
Ibis  ill-starred  beauty  to  a  page  that  will  speedily  occur;  the 
p«ge  that  trealH  of  the  spot  on  which  she  pa&aed  tier  (irst  hourt 
of  youth,  and  which  rectived  her  pallied  remains  when  the  period 
of  indulgeuct)  was  cmnpletc,  and  regal  blandish raent  could  se- 
duce DO  more.  At  precciit  he  it  sufficient  to  say  that  King 
Ueary  constructed  for  her  reccpliuu  a  Bawcr',  or  retired  dwell- 
ing at  a  short  distance  from  Ihe  palace.  No  Hiluation  could  be 
more  genial  to  lender  passion.  Tho  scenery  was  at  once  pro- 
found and  picturesque.  Rich  coverlets  of  contiguous  wood  M:emed 
h»  deride  the  most  inquisitive  glance  of  jealousy  or  suspicion, 
vliile  a  gentle  stream,  al  the  base  of  the  dwelling,  forbade  Ut9 
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ipfKHtch  of  meddling  and  uahallowed  footalep.  It  <:armot  be 
expected  that  any  correct  description  of  tbe  building  tlius  con- 
secrated to  love  ahonld  now  remain  exant;  but  the  Iioubc  (or 
bower,  in  the  language  of  that  day)  was  well  buoivn  to  Chaucer. 
That  writer  dra«s  the  scenery  of  Ins  poem  intituled  the  Dream, 
from  Woodstock  Park;  and  he  deacribeii  the  bower  m  a  white 
cattle,  seated  on  an  eminence,  aod  adorned  with  maples. 

The  whole  circumstance  of  Henrj's  amour,  especially  when  the 
yonth,  noble  descent,  n.nd  innocent  education  of  Rosamond  are 
taken  into  the  bccodhI,  waH.toi>  tempting  a  Hobject  to  esciipe  the 
embelliahments  of  poetry,  and  the  fond  exaggerations  of  tra- 
ditionary creators  of  marvels.  It  is  probable  tbat  the  gardens 
of  Woodstock  Palace,  close  to  which  was  placed  the  house  in- 
habited by  Rosamond  Je  Oliflbrd,  consisted  chielly  of  the  Topiary 
work,  BO  usual  wilh  the  fanciful  gardeners  of  that  era.  The  re- 
mains of  tlirsc  twisted  and  unnatural  alleys  alforded  a  subject  of 
kappy  allusion  to  fabulous  clironiclers.  Particulars  of  tra;jic 
pathos  were  easily  fabricated  :  and  hence  hota  father  to  son  ;  or, 
rxtbtr,  from  mothfr  lo  daughter,  have  passed  "  strange  tales," 
teooliing  a  bower  erected  by  Kin^  Henry  for  the  rcctption  of 
"  fiiir  Rosamond,"  round  which  he  constructed  a  Laliyrialh,  ao 
artfully  contrived  that  no  stranger  could  posailily  unthread  ita 
toaxM.  Here  Rosamond  was  hidden  from  the  "jealous  queen;" 
but,  unluckily,  that  dreaded  personage  discovered  the  beaoty  at 
the  outward  door  of  the  labyrinth.  Rosamond  fled,  but  in  her 
haste,  she  dropped  a  ball  of  silk ;  a  part  of  which,  adhering  to 
bcr  foot  or  garment,  acted  as  a  clue.  The  queen  penetrated  the 
recess  ;  and,  though  at  first  stnitJc  by  her  beauty  into  amazement, 
compelled  her  to  swallow  poison. 

Perhaps  an  apology  is  due  for  the  insertion  of  this  idle  legend. 
There  is  no  ground  whatever  for  believing  that  Rosamond  died 
out  of  the  ordinary  coui-se  of  Nature ;  and  it  appears  likely  that 
she  renounced  all  iulercourse  with  Henry,  speedily  subsequent  tu 
the  arrival  in  England  of  his  queen,  Eleanor  of  Guienne. 
__The«te  of  Rotiaroond's  honse,  or  bower,  n  now  covered  with 
'i  C  2  vcWelty 
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velvttly  grass.  Soinc  foundatians  iif  building  were  i 
"  nnil  vurioUB  utensils  coins,  end  antiqnilies  «ere  iliig  up,  wkI 
prcscnleit  to  l.aJy  Diaii!i  8pL>ncer,  l)>-  the  wmkinen,  when  th< 
ground  was  levelling:  by  onlur  of  the  tirst  Duke  of  Mari* 
liorongli."  *  Adjacent  to  the  spot  on  which  the  dwelling  stood, 
and  in  n  dc-U  screened  an  one  side  by  overhanging''  trees,  »■)«]  opeH 
on  the  other  Id  n  sci]iiestered  display  of  romantic  scenery,  i 
basin  denominated  Hosamond's  Balh.  Thia  intereiititii;  spot  li 
ft  litlle  westward  of  llic  ^raiid  bridi^e  in  Blenheim  Park,  andt 
only  a  lew  paces  from  llie  lake.  The  Bpriog  giislies  from  wa  l| 
tilicial  aperture  in  the  elones  which  line  a  cavity  of  the  |ira 
ing  hill,  and  is  received  into  a  capacious  bath,  paved  nt  the  Ic 
torn,  anil  on  the  sidea  with  freestone,  and  fenced  ' 
pftlisadee.  The  water  is  beautifully  limpid  ;  and  various  tnta, 
fautRBtic  and  wild  in  Ibeir  growth,  embower  the  adjacent  knoll, 
and  spread  a  pleasing  solemnity  over  the  retreat. 

But  in  the  connexion  of  King  Henry  II.  willi  Woodstock  he 
is  not  In  be  considered  only  as  the  youthrul  and  in 
lover.  Long  after  the  romantic  "  bower"  lost  ila  feir  tenant^ 
rrsi'led  iu  Ibt^  piilao'  ;  and  here,  in  IIG4,  be  received  tbe  hoi 
of  Malcolm,  Kingof  EJeolknd,  and  Itice,  Prince  of  Wttlea. 

Edn^ird  I.  called  a  I'nrliiiment  at  M'oodslock,  in  137J; 
here  was  born  Edmund,  tbe  second  son  of  that  king,  from  tj 
called  Edmnnd  of  Woodstock. 

Edward  III.  was  much  attached  to  this  regal  abode;  and 
Woodstock  is  honoured  a%  the  birlb-placo  of  one  of  the  brigliteat 
characters  in  oor  national  record,  Edward,  tbe  elde>it  sou  of  ttul 
monarch,  termed  tbe  Black  Priuce,  |-     Tliom-is,  tbe  sixth  ion  of 
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Un  some  kjag,  was  likeMiac  Uiro  at  Wooitatocb,  ind  gitin 
•UTuame  from  the  place  of  liis  nativity. 

Bictiaril   11.    wua    fre4|ueutly    licre;   auJ,    duririf;  a  fcstiv: 
leM  by   liiiii  ut  Cliristnia^    Johu  HiiHtiiigN,   Karl  o(  Temiirol 
was  unrorliiDatdy  slain.     Ainoug  tlio  Memoruliilia,  it 
observeil    that    Henry  III.    rjiirrowly    i-scaped  uNMsKinatii 
the  piklacL'.     A  priest,  naiucil  RibliauO,  wlio  vaa  eitlicr        [ii 
or  kigacd  to  be  so,  tliuilinl  tlirougli    a   wiuilovr   by    nig'lit 
the  chamber  of  llie  kiiii;  anil  (|uceu.     Ue  was  discuvercil  v 
enteiing ;   aui],   actordiiii,'  to  .Mat.   V/eat.    was   token  tither 
Coventry,  or  OxforJ,  whero  lie  was  torn  to  pieces  by   liorsi 
All  attempt  was  also  made  on  llie  Life  of  Henry  Vlll.  by  ^V 
liam  Mori  SCO. 

It  is  more  grateful  to  obiervt  tfiat,  wbile  the  court  sat  here 
in  full  spIeDtlour,  it  was  once  graced  by  the  citiiti^;nily  of  poetic 
genius.  Chaucer  rtsidod  for  Bome  time  at  Woodstock ;  aai)  has 
finely  deicribed  oiany  circumstances  of  the  neiglibourinK  scenery, 
in  his  erer-living:  pages.  The  park  was,  naturally,  the  favoured 
scene  of  his  rMmbles  ;  and  tbeace  lie  drew  many  of  the  imdgea 
which  enrich  some  of  liis  bctit  productions.  It  is  nnspenkably 
pleaaing  to  follow  the  wanderings  of  so  great  and  veuerable  a 
genius,  and  to  discover  his  best-beloved  path  by  the  teuor  of  his 
writings.  "  In  the  Poem  of  tlie  Cuckoo  and  the  Niglitingale," 
it  is  justly  observed,  "  we  may  trace  his  morning  walk  from  Iiia 
own  bonse  down  the  vale,  through  which  the  Glyme  used  to  wind 
irithin  its  narrow  banks,  before  it  wsa  expanded  by  art."  Tliia 
TBie  in  indeed,  cla&sic  ^roand. 

The  bouse  in  whicli  Cbauccr  resided  was  situated  at  the  right 

angle  ofau  area  before  the  present  naual  entrance  to  the  park.  A 

coosiderabje  portion  of  the  original  edifice  appears  to  liave  n^ 
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P117,  prrhipi,  haieitnoil  tonr  cccluric!.  Atlnched  to  sn  QDlbuilding  i)  a 
eliimncj  of  coriooj  con  si  met  ion.  ll  is  circulir,  »Dd  hulluwed  from  on  e 
LiMk  of  Hone,  wllh  illli,  or  Upcr  ciiU,  lo  alloif  a  pauige  for  imute.  At  tha 
top  iaaconickl  roofing  of  alanc,  ItlicniH  pcrforited.  lliu  rniniim  wai  lal|ey 
•cCDpied  by  Di.  Maiof. 
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muned  when  Dr.  Plot  published  his 
whole  of  this  interesting  huilding  was  pulled  down  about  ii&lf  ■ 
century  back,  except  one  very  small  fras^nient,  wliicb  coataiiM  t 
diminutive,  lancet- ehaped,  niudow;  and  a  porlion  of  Bome  ont- 
offices,  uow  foiming  part  of  n  malthouHe.  The  garden  is  lar^, 
and  commauds  a  good  view  over  Old  Woodstock,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring division  of  the  vale  ihrongb  which  the  river  Glyme 
paranes  its  quiet  course.  Several  writers  of  respectability  men- 
tion a  large  folio  volume  of  Chaucer's  works,  in  mauuHCTipl, 
vkich  was  chained  t^i  a  reading  desk  in  his  bouse;  and  Dr. 
Mavor,  whose  knowledge  of  every  circumalancc  connected  with 
Woodstock  much  evceeds  that  of  any  other  person,  gives  credit 
to  the  tale.  The  volume  is  said  "  la  have  been  entant  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  last  eentury,  or  the  end  of  the  preceding ;  but  the 
precise  time  when  it  disappeared,  and  what  has  become  of  it,  ■ 
totally  unknown." 

The  "  iQBiior  Iiouae,"  which  we  have  hitlierto  found  ootkMoi 
regard  only  as  the  abode  of  dignified  power,  and  the  scene  offi 
gal  feutivity,  was  appropriated  to  a  different  nsc  at  one  part  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  In  consequence  of  the  political  suspiciooa 
entertained  by  Mary,  Queen  of  England,  the  Princess  Elizabeth 
was  placed  here  in  confinement,  under  the  care  of  Sir  Henry  Bed- 
dingfield.  Trusting  implicitly  to  hialorians  who  wrote  under  (he 
observation  of  Elizabeth,  after  she  obtained  a  plenitnde  uf  power, 
we  are  apt  to  associate  the  ideas  of  rugged  prison-walb,  and 
grated  windows,  with  every  maiiRion  lo  which  she  was  con- 
ducted, when  banished  by  jealoms  cautiou  from  a  residence  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  court.  Such  a  submissivencss  of  opinion  is 
certainly  injurious  to  the  character  of  Mary.  In  several  in- 
stances a  little  examination  will  shew,  that  while  historiana 
pathetically  describe  ElizaWth  as  subjected  lo  a  harsh  imprison- 
meut,  she  was  reposing  on  velvet,  and  was  atteuded  by  trains  of 
obscquioua  servitora.  Her  confinement  at  Woodstock  n-asofa 
more  Kevere  descnplion  than  any  she  experienced.  The  fears 
iftfwcy  were  peculiarly  excited  bj  the  conspiracy  of  Sir  Thomaa 
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Wyatt,  and  the  servants  of  llie  princess  were  prohibiled  from 
aUendance  on  her  person.  Elizabeth  expressed  great  alarm,* 
and  bistsrians  have  been  content  to  tnke  her  £xprestions  as  au- 
Ihority  for  imputing  real  danger  to  her  situation.  While  she  was 
restrslaed  at  Woodslock  a  6re  broke  out  in  the  room  under  her 
chamber.  Tliis  fire  appears  to  have  been  purely  accidental ;  for 
it  was  promptly  extiii^'uished  by  tbosc  whom  she  denominated 
her  gaolers ;  but  many  writers  of  the  succeeding  reign  were 
willing  to  suppose  that  some  diahoticul  purpose  was  connected 
vitb  this  alarm  of  conflagration.  A  princess  of  so  haughty  a 
■ptrit  must  needs  have  been  indignant  under  circumstancea  of 
restraint;  yet,  during  some  hours,  solitude  undersapped  the  na- 
tive vigour  of  faer  reflections,  and,  on  seeing  a  inilk-niaid  pass 
gaily  by  her  window,  while  attending  her  kine  in  the  park, 
Elizabeth  is  said  to  have  wcpl,  and  to  have  lamented  that  she 
could  not  exchange  destiny  with  tba  most  humble,  so  that  tihc 
might  enjoy  freedom  and  content.  The  following  lines,  which 
were  written  with  charcoal  on  the  window-shutter  of  Ibe  room  la 
which  she  usually  sat,  were  evidently  produced  in  a  mood  of  more 
uajestical  de  terminal  ion  : 

,    Oh  Fotlone !   ho*  Ihj  rciileiie  wavering  lUtc 
Hntb  frjii^lii  with  cu-ea  m;  Irouhled  win, 
WilriMi  lliit  prcwnl  pritonn  irhilhf  i  fale 
Coold  bear  me,  and  (ht  joy!  I  quit. 
ThoD  maipdit  Itie  gotllie  id  be  loied 
From  baiidci  wliercin  ure  innocoiitt  inclowd  j 
Cdu-ing  lilt  (:viltlri  lo  be  itraitei  nteiied. 
And  fceeiiig  Ihuse  that  dealb  well  deserred  ; 
Bui  by  bri  m'llice  can  be  nothiag  itioughte  ; 
Go  CihI  iFiid  to  my  Too  all  Ihey  bave  ibooghie. 


2C4 

si  di^atherJDDtne;  iDwardi  Wooditock,  Eliiabetli  wsi  lihen 
Eliclitnond.     Al  ihii  plicc  her  picalisr  lervanis  were  dliniiuted  rram  il- 
Od  taking  leaie  she  called  Iben  tugelbcr,  and  deiired  Ihem  lo 
pr»7 
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The  room  said  to  have  been  chiefly  used  by  the  princess  wa» 
Dot  destroyed  tiU  the  early  part  of  the  last  century.  The  roof  vis 
mrched^  and  composed  of  Irish  oak,  curiously  carved,  anj.  pointed 
blue,  with  sprinklings  of  gilded  ornaments. 

During  the  civil  wars  of  the  scventceuUi  century  the  manor- 
house  was  hijured  by  assault,  and  ultimately  still  farther  dilapi* 
dated  by  rapine.  This  ancient  abode  of  kings  was  defended  for 
his  royal  master  by  Captain  Samuel  Fawcet,  with  much  skill  and 
courage.  Many  of  the  besiegers  fell  during  the  conflict;  and 
:ihe  arrival  of  commissioners  from  the  king,  empowered  to  treat 
';.coaceming  a  surrender,  alone  prevented  this  intrepid  officer  fi^on 
burying  himself  beneath  the  ruins  of  the  place,  which  was  no 
longer  to  be  dcfouded  with  a  hope  of  success. 
,  .The  Parliamentarians,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  treated  this 
•  Y^erable  palace  with  studied  contumely.  In  1649,  commission- 
en  assembled  hare,  by  order  of  the  Rump  Parliament,  for  thm 
purpose  of  surveying  the  royal  property.  These  fanatics  made 
the  king's  bed-chamber  their  kitchen ;  the  council-hall  they  con- 
•tituted  a  brewhouse ;  and  iu  the  dining-rdom  they  placed^  kit 
the  use  of  their  fires,  logs  sawn  from  a  noble  tree  .which  had 
long  flourished  in  the  park  under  tho  name  of  the  King^s  Oak. 
But  their  triumph  was  soon  interrupted  by  a  combination  of 
strange  circumstances  which  filled  that  credulous  age  with  won- 
der, and  afibrded  an  apt  subject  of  laughter  to  the  era  which 
succeeded.  Friglitful  noises  assailed  their  cars  in  the  night; 
Dreadful  phantasms  glided  before  their  eyes.  Nor  were  their  sight 
and  hearing  alcne  rendered  subject  to  terrific  visitations.     Many 

round 

praj  for  her ;  "  for  this  night,"  ^nid  >hc,  '*  I  ihink  I  must  die."  The  »er- 
vants  broke  into  tears  and  cxciHmations,  and  tho  gvnlieinaii  u!>hcr  went  down 
unto  ihc  Lord  Thamet  in  the  Coi  rt,  desiring  hint  unleignedfy  to  Slu  w.  «*hc- 
ther  hii  lady  and  midtresd  that  nijjhl  were  in  d.inper  of  death,  whcrel'^  hiin- 
»eh'ai\d  ieHows  ntiglil  tuLe  such  part  ab  God  would  appoint.  "  AJariv,  Ciod 
forbid  1"  quoth  my  Lord  Williams  of  Ihttiiic,  "  that  any  such  wickcdiiek» 
should  be  intended  ;  which  rather  lliun  it  thould  be  wrought^  I  and  w^  viri^ 
will  die  at  her  feet." — Speid, 
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TDiini]  blows   were  ^tvcii;  tliiir  bed-c lollies  «erc  torn   Jii  frasr- 
TneotHj  and  Euiiilry  uoxious  ia^cdieuts  wore  (IJHcboj^ed  on  th 
amazed  foreheaiix.    Tlic  pojiulocc  dignified  the  nocturnal  operaior 
with  the  name  of  llic  Just  Devil  of  IVuodstock. 

It  afterwards  appeiiTC-d  that  the  whole  «as  coulrived  by  tho  in- 
genuity of  au  ailruit  niid  liutnourous  royalist,  iimaed  Joe  Cof- 
tin»,  who  had  pmeurcd  tlie  situBliou   of  secretary  to  the  eon- 
mbaioners,  for  the  purpose  of  itnposing  ou  ttieir  credulity.     W 
the  JGKt  wfts  discovered,   Collins  nas  stylfid  tlic  Merry  Devii 
Woodstock;  hill  the  affair  was  coiisiilEred  at  tlie  lime  iu  so  «<*- 
rioaa  a  tight  that  a  Mr.  AVi  Jdowes,  tlitii  resident  clergyman  i 
the  place,  kept  a  diary  of  the  wonders.     This  was  anerword 
pnblishedj  and  AnUiony  Wood  aayii,  cuiiceniing  the  puhlicatioi^ 
"  This  book  is  very    impartially  wrilleii,  and  therefore   worth 
t)ie  reading   by  all,  especially  the  many  Atheists  of  this  age." 
J>r,  Plot  was,   likewise,  st3g(,'crod   by  the  narratioo,  and   fills 
several  p^es  of  bis  history  with  au  acconnt  of  the  proceed- 

The 

•  A  brierrorict  rrDiiiF1oI(wlir)K  iiDTrDttQci  i)  a  coiinlcrpnrt  of  lliK  pnb- 
liihcd  fruni  llic  Jiatv  Icpl  bj'  Wiilduwi:*)  vfl  i:oi;tey  nn  lilta  ol  Ilic  trunsp*- 
TCiit  tricki  practised  by  ihc  Ji:<t  and  mtYiy  Uetil.— "  KaTcinber  I,  cbow 
Hmelhing  into  (lie  wllbdraiting  rouni,  ftailtiig,  at  ibtji  tmictiwf,  taiult  (iir« 
itar,  vbicli  GrsI  uiilj/  ttulkiiig  about  a  :|i)a[Ier  uf  an  liour,  at  leiiglh  il  mad* 
»  noise  about  ibe  t^blc,  mid  Itiicw  tlie  Hacming  pan  w  rioleiitlj  tlial  it  quit*  - 
■polled  it.  It  lliiew  also  glass,  and  grral  stonei,  at  them  again,  and  llig 
buaes  of  hnrscs.  and  all  so  ilotcnllj  thai  tlic  bcdstrad  and  walls  were  bruiwd 
by  them.  Tiiis  nigrit  Ilie^  kL  candlri  all  about  the  looms,  and  made  Rm  up 
to  Ibe  maiiiie-lrees  of  llie  cliinincji;  but  all  were  put  out,  nobiHly  knew  . 
bow;  ilie  liic,Bnd  bilk-U  that  niiidc  ii,  being  Ilirown  up  and  down  llic  roonitj 
ihe  cuitaiiis  lorn  with  llie  rods  Troni  their  beds,  and  the  brd-posis  pulled  away 
that  the  tester  fell  down  upon  ihem,  and  llie  feel  of  the  bedstead  cluven  iu 
■wo.  And  upim  Ibe  servants,  in  tbe  truckle-bed,  wbo  luj  all  ibis  time  panting 
for  fear,  there  Has  fust  a  liille,  which  made  ibeiu  lK);ni  Id  slir  ;  but  befora 
Ihey  could  gel  out  lh«ie  came  u  whoie  CauU,  as  it  were,  of  lillliy  dilcb-water 
down  upon  them,  so  green  thai  it  made  Itieitihirli  and  iheels  uf  thai  culonr 
loo."    Tlic  noise  I  ceased  for  a  lime.    At  Icuglh  Ihry  came  (gain.    "Where- 
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The  palace  and  iU  appiirteDances  were  afterwards  granted  fo 
various  dependants  on  the  prevailing  faction.  All  the  funiitiiie 
was  quickly  dispersed,  and  even  a  part  of  tlie  materials  of  the 
building  was  exposed  to  sale.  Many  of  the  pictures  are  still 
preserved  in  the  counly.  The  gatehouse  was  suffered  to  stand, 
and  was  tenanted,  at  a  subsequent  period,  by  John  Lord  Lovelaee, 
captain  of  the  band  of  pensioners  to  William  III.  who  died  1603^ 
l*his  lingering  fragment  was  pulled  down  in  the  early  part  ctf  ikt 
last  century. 

From  prints  and  drawings  still  extant  it  appears  that  the  palast 
of  Woodstock  was  an  extensive  and  splendid  structure.  The  mte 
is  now  covered  with  verdant  sward,  and  browsed  by  deer !  On 
removing  the  last  vestige  of  former  grandeur,  two  sycamoie  trees 
were  planted,  which  flourish  with  a  prodigality  of  foliage,  ••  if  in- 
tent on  shewing  to  man  the  perishable  littleness  of  his  prandast 
ereations.  On  levelling  the  site  of  the  manor  house,  in  1729,  a 
coffin  was  dug  up,  in  which  was  found  a  gold  ring,  charged  with 

a 

this  inscription :  "  Remember  the  Covenant  ;*'  and  it  is  omb- 
tioned  by  Dr.  Mavor,  that, "  on  moving  the  ground  in  the  vicinity, 
in  1791,  several  natural  and  artificial  curiosities  were  discovered, 
among  the  rest  some  coins  of  the  Roman  emperors."  The  same 
writer  justly  observes,  "  that  some  of  the  iutrenchments  thrown 
up,  during  the  civil  war  in  the  time  of  Charles,  are  still  visible  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  above  Queen  Pool ;  and  tlie  parterres  and  knots 
of  the  ancient  gardens  are  distinctly  to  be  traced  on  the  lawn,  in 
front  of  Churchill's  Pillar." 

From 

upon  one  of  iheni  (ihe  romroisiiioners)  lighted  s  candle,  and  set  it  between  th« 
two  chambers,  in  the  doorway,  on  which  another  of  them  6xing  bis  eyei 
«aw  the  similitude  of  a  hoof  striking  the  candle  and  candlestick  into  ihe 
middle  of  the  chamber.  Upon  this  the  sane  person  was  to  bold  as  to  dmw 
hi&  sword ;  but  he  had  scarce  got  it  out  but  there  was  another  inviaibltt 
hand  had  hold  of  it  too  ;  and  tug'd  with  him  for  it ;  and  prevailing,  struck  bim 
so  violently  with  the  pummel  that  he  was  stunii'd  with  the  blow.  Ihen  began 
grievous  noises  again,  insomuch  that  thej  called  to  one  another,  got  together, 
and  went  into  the  presence-chamber,  where  they  $ahifraytn  and  sang  psalms*^ 
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"  Tnm  the  inomniful  contempLitiou  of  grealneM  "  ftllen  from  iU 
high  catnte,"  we  turn  to  tlic-  «{>leiidid  creatioa  of  a  comparatively 
recent  en,  and  conduct  the  reader  to 

^B  BLENHEIM.* 


Jtf    The  Iionour  of  Wnodstork,  which  had  so  loDg  appertained  to 
the  Crown,  was   coiiferi'ed   on  J-Atn  Duke  of  Marlbnrougli,  by 
Queen  Aime,  as  a  teslimouy  of  royal  favoor.  In  conMequeiice  of 
tius  great  services  ivudered  by  that  illustrious  wairior  aud  abta 
stat«nnari.     At  the  same  time  the  sum  of  half  a  million  sterling 
was  voted  by  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  such  a  palace 
for  the  dnke  and  his  descendants  as  should  proclaim,  in  magni* 
fictiOt  am!  diimble    characters,    the   exalted  virtue  of  the  hero, 
and  the  proportioned  gratitude  of  his  country.     The  victory  of 
Blkmieim,   which  wa^  atchieved  on  the  second  day  of  August, 
1704.  was  considered  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  numerous 
groat  kurvices  performed  by  his  Grace ;  and  from  the  scene  of 
that  splendid  action  the  palace  derives  its  name.     As  a  species 
ttf  grand  serje&nlry  the  roost  gracious  to  the  favoured  subject,  it 
^^^|t  ilneeted  that  "  on  the  oeeond  of  August,  in  every  year  for 
^^^^■^  the  inheritors  of  his  Grace's  honours  and  titles  should  rcn- 
^^^^Fat  Windsor  to  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  one 
^^^Hmdard,  or  colours,  with  three  fleurs-de-lis  painted  thereon,  as 
an  uctjiiittunce  for  all  manner  of  rent^,  suits,  and  services  due 
to  the  Crown."'!'     This  custom  is  of  course  observed  with  scru- 
ms cxsctuess. 


m 

^^^^H  Far  nisnj  parliculii'i,  aiHirrdly  ihe  moal  inlorrsiing,  >ii  ih 
^^^^K(e  or  tliii  civile,  nr  paUcr,  I  am  indsbterl  to  m  work  on  lln 
^^^^K  Mavor,  mho,  during  my  »aniin*lion  or  Blenheim,  liberally 
^^^Htacrive  every   duniabtr  mlviuitage  Irom  lii*  TSry  faithrul  aiicl  i 


The 


BDr.  Mavor  gives  the  fullowlng,  aiMng  other  abridgrd  r 
T  Akeitul  C'XIomi  ^  Ue  iUunnr  o/  Wondileck.  nita  in  Hie 
ihc  Manor  and  Honoui  of  Wuud.tocli  bclinfi  Sii 


395  ostFOnDSMiRr. 

The  usual  approach  to  Blenheim  from  Woodstock  is  through  a 
triumphal  arch,  or  portal,  of  the  Corinthian  order,  constructed 
under  the  direction  of  Sarah  Duchess  of  Marlborou:;h.  On  the 
tide  next  to  the  town  is  an  inscription  in  Latin,  of  which  the 
IbllowiDg  translation  is  presented  on  the  face  towards  the  park : 

This  Gate  -was  IJvilt  the  Year  after  the  Death 

Of  the  most  rLLVsTniovs 

John  Dvkb  op  Marlborotcii  by  ordlr  of  Sarab 

His  most  beloved  Wife 

To  WHOM  Hb  left  TUE  SOtl  OIK.LCTIOK  OF  THE 

Many  Things 

That  remained  tnfinished  op  mis  Fadrick. 

The  Services  OF  THIS  Great  Man  10  HIS        > 

Covntrv  the  Pillar 

Will  tell  Yov  which  the  Dvchfss  has  erlcted 

For  a  LASTING 

Monvmemt  op  uis  Glory  and  her  Affection 

To  Hi  Ml 

AJDCCXXllI. 

The 

towns,  or  villages;  UordUr,,  Jt'oeltont  Combe,  Stoueffiild,  I!(nidhiirtnigh, 
Uladon,  and  Old  IViwdsHtcky  the  tenants  of  which  aie  di<icliargcd  from  tolls 
ia  all  fair:*  and  maikets,  and  possc:is  uther  pHrlicuiar  priviicgci. 

"  There  are  several  kinds  of  land  in  tlui>  manor;  Dtmtsnc,  or  Bury 
Land  ^  free  Land ;  and  Customary  Laud;  the  latter  of  vriiich  descends  to 
the  jouugest  son,  or  daughter,  as  heir. 

"  The  customary  tenants  of  Hundborough,  f!onibe,  and  Bladon,  were 
bound  to  cut  and  make  all  the  grass  growing  in  Woodstock-Park,  for  which 
every  township  was  to  have  sixpv  nee  in  money,  or  two  gallons  of  ale.  The 
customary  tenants  of  Hurdley,  by  tenure*  were  to  sweep  and  make  clean  all 
the  chambers  in  the  inanor-hoiisc,  as  often  as  the  king  vi^iled  it,  for  which 
tliey  were  to  receive  two  castes  of  bread  and  two  gallons  of  ale;  and  the 
owner  of  the^Munor-place  of  Combe,  in  like  manner,  was  to  clean  all  jakes^ 
Ico.  within  and  about  the  king's  manor  of  Woodstock. 

"  The  tenants  of  the  seven  Demesne  Towns,  and  the  town  of  Woodstock, 

were  bound  to  drive  and  keep  the  deer  for  view,  us  often  us  the  king  should 

tome  to  his  manor  of  Woodstock,  or  should  order  his  game  to  be  vic«^  ed  bj 

any  other  pcrsoi). 

"  Tk« 
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The  ailvance  to  the  building  is  etnineatly  fine.    On  tlie  rifrht, 
embedded  in  a  wide  and  deep  valley,  ia  a  beauliTuI  cKp&nse  < 
water,  vliicli  iiioandfri  in  forniB  produclive  of  a  ceaHclcss  variety 
<rf  picturesque  cifi'ct.     Ovlt  Uie  broad  boKom  of  tliis   lake,  o\ 
river,  is  thrown  a  stately  bddgc.     At  some  temovc,  in  Tront 
She  palace,  rises  s  sculptured  coldjna,  nhose  bfly  proportions 
deride  the  gronlh  t>f  every  tree  that  deeoralea  its  haae.     T 
dittanec  possesses  a  rapiivaliiig-  succession  uf  wood  itnd  wit 
fcgundltss  to  ths  eye,  and  involviug  pictorial  beauties  at  eve 
f  oinL     Tbe  ajipraacli  is  over  a  wide  and  open  gravel  road,  vth 
continues  fur  a  igtiartei' of  a  mil?,  and  which  i«  judiciously  niiu 
to  deriate  from  a  btraisht  line,  as  if  tu  allun  leisure  for  the  adint- 
ntion  inevitably  cKciteti,  aud   to  nsber  Ihe  examiner  to  epota 
«oninaiidiug  fresh  displays  of  attradivo  Ecencry.     As  the  closer 
vicinity   of  Ihe  palace  U  Knioed  this  road  unites  willi  another, 
terneil  the  Mall,  which  leads  from  a  nnhlc  entrance  on  the  Mutl| 
gf  Woodntock,  and  is  lined  by  donhle  rowa  of  forest  trees. 

When  the  northcru,  or  grand  front  of  the  cdi&co  is  attained^ 
Ibe  apectator  is  couipelled  to  admire  the  gcuius  of  Vanbrugh,  in 
«plte  of  the  ascendant  which  bin  fancy  sometimes  gained  over  bit 
judgment.  The  alinic  display  is  impressive,  va^t,  and  nugust. 
No  architect,  according  to  tbe  opinion  delivered  by  Sir  Joshns 
Reynolds,  understood  Ibe  picluresqve  of  building  so  well  as  Van- 
bru^h.  The  tnnjestic  castle  of  Blenbeim  seems  to  prove  the  cor-  ■ 
rcctness  of  the  a^^scrtion.  The  eye,  without  taking  leisure  to 
examine  the  various  features  which  conduce  to  the  result,  is  at 
DDce  struck  by  a  combinatiou  productive  of  uospeakaidc  grandeur. 
The  consummate  skill  iu  the  pen>pective  of  architecture  pos- 
sessed 


"  The  ciW, 

imnry  tenanla 

1  of  Ihe  Demt-iTie  TowiM  were  bounil  lo  cmry  tllB 

hiy  gra»i.ig  i 

un  ilic  ruesJi 

in   WoodiloeL-P.rk   tn  llie   ling'i  b.ra.  for  (ha 

•a|ipnrl  of  tin 

G  deer  in  »i> 

lief,  fiir  wliicli  Ihej  "ere  to   hsve  'tyen-pence  » 

dmjr,  and  lo  l.< 

■  allowed,  ..n 

going  lionK,  lo  csrrj  otTn  much  Imy  ai  would  lit 

in  tlie  bed  or  1 

wiicti.," 

It  Dir  be  1 

icre   oljicrvee 

1  Ihil  ilie  whole  'or  Blenheim  is  ei)[a-pni..<.'hiiil. 
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Kssed  by  the  designer,  kitjdles  a  correspondent  zeal  in  the  spec 
talor's  fancy  ;  and,  for  a  mameni,  we  disdain  all  calculations  re- 
Epectin^  established  rulr:,  wliile  wc  see  eucU  a  btupendous 
blage  of  parts  worked  fnto  a  whole,  so  liiiely  adarned  by  relief 
and  liarmooy. 

On  a  more  minute  investigation,  those  who  look  for  faull 
and  square  tlicir  jui^^ment  hy  the  standard  of  the  ancients, 
doubtedly  may  fiod  food  for  criticiiiiii.  Such  will  point  to  clefs- 
tions  which  hesitate  between  cupolas  and  tower»,  and  ptopcrlj 
are  neither.  They  will  direct  the  eye  to  the  central  compart- 
ment, and  observe,  that  if  ineaBui«d  with  tbe  laterul  portions  of 
the  edifice,  it  «ill  be  found  tu  want  height,  although  it  is^by  na 
means  deficient  in  trtiglil.  These  objections  may  hold  good 
wben  the  critic  examirica  Blenheim  ns  an  architectural  ctrateingi 
but,  when  it  is  viewed  as  a  building,  we  discover  so  niucli  sub- 
limity of  effect,  that  little  dinpositioii  remains  to  analyse  tbe 
soarcea  whence  gratification  ia  derived.  The  central  compart- 
meiit,  to  wlikh  each  portion  of  tbe  building  directH  the  eye  and 
the  foot,  ia  certainly  satiEfactory  in  splendour,  while  it  allows 
its  full  share  of  diB|iUy  to  every  aubordinate  division.  No  parti' 
cnlar  of  the  structure  is  thrown  into  a  degrading  shade: 
appears  necessary  to  the  pictorial  effect  of  the  wlmle. 

Two  sharply -pain  ted  lines,  allusive  to  Sir  John  Vanbrugfa 


liof^H 


Laid  [uuiy  * 
have  predisposed  thos 


ID,  Earth  !   Tur  He 
avy  load  on  Jiitt, 


e  who  examine  this  edifice  to  attribute 
eight,  ill-suited  to  any  domestic  building;. 
But  the  palace  appears  to  be  august  rather  than  ponderous.  It 
wonld,  perhaps,  be  didicult  to  shew  how  so  extensive  a  pile  could 
be  leas  weighty,  without  losing  egsential  dignity.  Respecting 
the  cavils  so  oReu  preferred  on  this  head,  it  has  been  observed 
by  Dr.  Mavor,  that  "  Vanbrugh  deserves  very  considerable  ap- 
jilauae  for  his  judgment  in  a  circumstance  which  has  principally 
exposed  bim  to  the  censure  of  pretended  critics ;  be  has  rendered 


OHM 
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thia  strncture  characteriatic,  antl  expressiTe  or  its  Jeatj nation. 
It>  raaaaiTe  graodear,  its  spacious  pnrtaU,  atid  ils  lolly  towers, 
recal  the  ideas  or  der^nce  and  security ;  with  these  we  naturally 
Ksooeiale  the  hero  for  wlioni  it  waa  erected,  and  thus  find  it  eubte> 
malic  of  bis  tslenU  and  pursuits." 

The  general  character  of  this  front,  aa  has  betiu  already  nig- 
gested,  is  mixeil  and  original.  The  extent,  from  wing  to  vin^ 
18348  feet  The  whole  is  hii,'iily  ornainenled;  and  thecentreia' 
supported  by  cotnmna  of  the  Corinthian  order. 

The  i'{>ot  on  which  the  building  is  placed  is  fine  by  nature,  nai 
ennobled  by  art.  The  site  of  the  palace  is  sulficieully  elevated 
to  display  the  fabric  to  great  effect,  without  detractijig  irum  ita 
comparative  magnitude.  That  lovely  expanse  of  water,  which 
ii  one  of  the  boasbi  of  Blenheim,  is  thrown  in  majestic  meanJera 
to  the  right  and  the  led,  ita  banks  ever  rising  into  ridges  of 
hilU  that  intersect  each  other  with  graceful  aportiveness  of  furm, 
■one  crowned  with  masses  of  wood,  othem  clothed  with  the 
richest  verdure,  and  only  (lotted  with  nrnaincntal  umt»rage. 
Over  the  broad  stream,  directly  iu  front  of  tlie  palace,  is  the 
bridge  before  noticed,  which  iu  itself  would  seem  a  labonr  worthy 
of  pnblie  industry.  On  an  elevation,  proudly,  but  not  too  loftily, 
[tre-eminent  araoag  the  concourse  of  knoll«  which  adorn  this  fine 
domain,  ia  placed  the  pillar,  surmounted  by  n  statue  of  Duke 
Johta,  in  a  triuqiphal  fjurh  and  attitude.  To  the  ri^bt  arc  seen 
the  arches  of  a  second  bridge,  which,  at  the  first  glance,  appears 
constructed  to  astonish  the  Bpcclulor  with  aii  exuberance  of  costly 
and  finished  masonry. 

The  south-front  of  the  building  is  a  chaste  and  fine  eletatiou. 
The  scenery  happily  assimilates  with  the  leas  florid  character  uf 
this  part  of  the  structure ;  and  all  speaks  of  elegant  and  orna- 
mented quiet.  Over  a  portico  of  the  Corinthian  order  U  placed  a 
colossal  bust  of  Louis  XIV.  of  Prance,  taken  from  the  gales 
of  Toornay:  a  truly  gratifying  and  appropriate  einbellishiuenl! 
This  bust  is  adorned  with  various  military  emblems;  and,  on  the 
(fcdinent,  is  seen  the  following  inscription  : 
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EUBOPT  Il,«c  Visnni  Gc^io  DtconA  Alt*  B 
Thus  rendered  into  English :  "  The  Asserlar  or  tita  lil 
of  Europe  dedicalM  Ibese  lofty  honours  to  the  Geniixi  of  B[i< 
loin." 

TIic  interinr  of  this  noble  pile  is  <^alcii]iitcd  tu  realize  cTei 
anticipation  of  (jraiidcur  created  fay  a  view  of  its  mnrc  pramiueal 
features.     On  etitrring  Hit'  palace,  through  the  sirpi-rh  portico  il 
front,  the  Hall  firxt  ilentands  notice.     This  apartment  is  of 
proportions,  and  ascends  to  the  height  of  thi;  building,  sixtj 
s^ven  feet.     Thi-  roof  is  supported  by  pilkrs  of  the  CorinUii 
order.     The  ceiling  is  painted  by  Sir  James  Thonihill,  and  aUe- 
gorically  represents    "  Viclnry,    with   proper   accompuii meats, 
crowning  John  Duke  of  Mitrliiorouj^h,  as  she  points  to  a  plu 
the  battle  of  Blenheim.     The  duke  is  depicted 
dress."     In  the  lower  division  of  the  hail  is  disclosed  tb« 
of  a  gallery,  whicli  rnni  to  the   whole  extrnt  of  the 
and   is  orunmcnted    witti  numerous  family  portraits,   and   wilh 
whole    Icngtlis   of  Clara   Eugenia,    InfiUita  of  Spain;   and    of 
QufCD  Anne,  by  Lily.     Thin  splendid  room  of  entrance  is  like- 
wise adorned  with  two  large  family  pieces,  and  some  pleasing 
specimens  of  sculpture.     Over  the  marble  door-case  that  commu- 
nicates with  tbn  Ruloon  is  a  bust  of  Dul^e  Joliii,  with  a  i^tin  in- 
■cription  thus  rendered  : 


Diineavi, 
iplu  fd^^ 

thepai^l 
mansion. 


Bel 

>ld  Ihr  ra 

ntirodhlo 

ntn 

iiii>t>t  kilo 

vr\ 

c  •liaoli  t 

oGa 

Ic, 

ilic  .\u.tt 

Kr*  iH-ire  ro  D.it.. 
Ill  cauiiciJi  ptuden 

ni» 

>g 

"'JK""; 

cuuld  & 

e-'o 

rnadi 
better 

■Im  mank 

In  niches  near  the  angles  beneath  the  gallery  are  Ibc  Mcdi- 
ccan  Venus  and  the  Dancing  Fawn,  executed  in  bronze  by 
Maximilian  Soldani  Bcnzi,  from  the  originals  in  the  collection  of 
the  nraiid  I)iike  of  Tuscany.  On  a  black  marble  slab  is  placed 
a  Dinna  and  Dog,  fine  and  antique;  and,  opposite,  in  a  vase, 
7  witk 
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wiA  figures  ia  relief  o,  from  the  antique,  soppoaed  to  represent 
Ike  nnptnal  ceremonies  of  the  Romans. 

The  Bow^Wifudow  Room  is  the  next  to  which  visitors  are 
condocted.  In  this  room  is  seen  some  of  the  unrivalled  tapestry 
vhidi  decorates  the  palace  of  Blenheim.  The  subjects  here 
treated  are  the  battles  of  Blenheim  and  WynaMdmel ;  the  prin- 
cipal action  of  the  first  being  confined  to  the  taking  of  M arahal 
Tidlard.  The  design  is  good,  the  colouring  extremely  imi^ 
aid  the  lights  and  shades  disposed  with  most  felicitous  efiect ; 

So  lively  glows 
The  fair  delosioii,  that  our  {witions  rise 
In  the  beholding,  and  the  glories  share 
Of  visionary  battle.* 

The  ciding  is  painted,  and  ornamented  with  military  emblems^ 
by  Uakewill.  The  window-curtaiDs  and  furniture  are  blue  silk 
damasir  This  room  is  likewise  adorned  with  numerous  pictures, 
among  which  are  a  fine  combinatiou,  representing  the  Virgin  and 
Child,  St.  John  and  St.  Nicholas,  by  Raphael.  This  estimable 
.piece  formerly  belonged  to  the  Capella  degU  Ansidei  at  Perru- 
gia,  St  Jerome  studying,  by  Giorgioui.  A  Female  Head  by 
Reubens;  a  Madona  and  Child  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci;  a  Man's 
Head,  by  Titian,  j^ry  fi\\e\  a  Battle  Piece  by  Wouvermans. 
Here  are  also  two  drawings  by  Cipriani,  for  frontispieces  to  the 
first  and  second  volumes  of  the  Gt-mmce  Marlburientes, 

The  following  are  some  of  the  productions  of  the  pencil  which 
enrich  the  Duke*s  Drcsshtg-Room  :^Qut  S^LViour  in  the  Vir- 
gin's l<ap,  crowning  two  female  Martyrs,  by  TiUan;  two  piecei 
by  Murillio,  on  his  favourite  subject.  Beggar  Boys  ;  a  fine  Holy 
Family  by  Reubens;  and  a  Sleeping  Venus  and  Satyr,  with 
attending  Cnpids,  from  the  school  of  tlie  same  artist. 

The  Easi  Drawing- Room  is  hung  with  crimson  damask,  and 
contains,  among  other  paintings,  a  highly-finished  Baccha- 
nalian Piece;  Andromeda  chained  to  the  Rock-;  Reubens,  witK 

Vol.  XII.  2D  hit 

•  Dyej's  Fleece. 
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Ills  y/'t(i-  anil  CliiU,  a  present  to  Ihe  first  Duke  lij-  the  City  4 
KruKsclls;  and  tlic  OlTerinj;  of  the  M^i;  all  by  Reubens, 
pnrtrsite  of  himself  aiiil  fiiniity  possess  much  spirit  anil  beauty  4 
coluutiog.     Tfie  Auiiauciatimi,  by  Corrtgio ;  t)ie  Deftlfa  of  ti 
Virgin    Mary,  by  Giiido;   &  LaniUcape,  Paul    Drylle;  »  U*^) 
Family,  "  supposed  by  Raphael,  iu  bis  cariie«t  style  of  p 
a  preseut  from  the  Towu   of  Ghent;"    a  amall  Landscspe,  I 
Claude  LoiratD;  Pliilip  II.  King  of  Spain,  a  whole  length,  fcvfl 
that  sovereii;n's   (avouriU  painter,  Titian ;  and  tJie  foUowii^l 
nmoug  Duitierous  portraits,  by  Vandyke  :  llie  Duchess  of  Buck- 
ingham and  Oflspriiig ;  Charles  I. ;  Quecu  Henrietta  Maria,  a 
delicate  and  pleasing  figure,  dtlineateil  before  care  ha<J  corroded 
the  counteaance,  vthich  possessed  aufficient  beauty  to  plead  a 
.  excuse  for  the  uxoriousiiess  that  Mrs.  Macaulay  is  pleased   fa»l 
attribute  to  tfra  royal  husband  b&  s  lice.     The  dreM  is  wfait»| 
Mttin,  tastefully  r>rnume»ti'il  with  lace. 

TIic  G'mm/  Cabinet  is  a  magniKceiil  apartmeut,  "  which  op«ni 
ti)  Ihe  east  and  south,  and  coiumauds  the  most  ctiarming  sccnerj.  1 
Tli<:  lianjjinga  and  furniture  are  rich  crimsoa  damask,  villi  gil^J 
ing  of  correspond  in  !f  splendour  :  iu  the  ceutre  of  itie  cielinf^  is  i  I 
large  circular  gill  plume.     Over  the  cbimucy -piece  all 
listening  Slave,  and  »  crouching  Venus  in  bronze."     The  paint*  I 
inga  in  this  room  are  of  a  most  rare  uad^cellent  descriplioa.  I 
Tlie  productions  of  Reubens  here  preserved  are  calculaletl  to  add 
dignity  to  tlie  nciblcst  ntausion  ever  reartd  by  natiouaJ  gratitude. 
Tlie  followiug   pieces  are  all    by  that  great  master : — A  Holy 
Family.     The  Ofiering  i>f  the  Magi.     Out  Saviour  blessing  the 
Cliildren.     Filial  Affection,  e>empliGed  iu  the  Roman  Daugb-  r, 
ter ;"  not   even  the  skill   of  Reubens  can  render  this  subject 
pleasing  on  canvas.     As  a  legeud  the  moral  is  unijnestionftbly 
tine;  but  the  portraiture  of  maoly  dignity  degraded  la  the  pit- 
tance of  a  child's  dule ;  of  suppliant  anility  drawing  au&tcnftrtce  J 
from  the  bosom  due  to  a  new  creation,  offends  the  eye  by  a 
congmity  of  images,  and  seems  injurious  Iu  the  prerogative  ot  I 
nature.     Lot's  Departure  out  of  Sudoui,  a  fine  picture,  the  c 
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faring  extieaely  rich.  This  piece  was  prpsentetl  b;  Uie  town 
o(  Antwerp.  The  return  of  Our  Saviour  from  Egypt.  A  Por^ 
(rait  of  Paracelsus. 

Tliis  room  is  likewise  ailonieil  by  a  Madona,  her  head  encircled 
with  ston,  supposed  tlic  tnimculous  conception,  by  Carlo  Dolce. 
Perhaps  elegance  of  taste,  and  enthusiasm  of  genius,  never  be- 
stowed so  exquisite  au  expression  on  the  image  of  the  "  human 
face  divine."  The  attitude  is  unspcidiably  graceful  ani)  winning, 
Tbt  tints  are  admiruiily  diitposcd  ;  ami  the  whnte.  picture  worthy 
of  an  aBsocialioa  with  the  bebt  proUiictioiis  ofu  Rbubens. 

A  MaJona  standing  on  a  Glohe,  aorroundcd  by  Angels,  by 
Carlo  Maratti.  Raphael's  favourite  Dorothea,  by  himstlf.  Pope 
Gregory,  and  a  Female  Penitent  hearing  a  palm  branch,  by  Ti-^ 
tisn.     A  Holy  Family,  by  Lndovico  Caracci. 

The  hangings  of  Tlie  Blue  Drawing. Room  are  of  damask, 
with  ornamental  gilt  bordures.  The  [taintings  in  this  apartiuent 
are  numerous  ;  among  which,  the  following,  possibly,  possess  the 
grcateat  interest : — 

Out  Saviour  and  St.  John :  Carlo  Dolce. 

The  Woman  taken  in  Adultery  :  Rembrandt. 

Isaac  blessing  Jacob,  by  the  same  maater.  The  colouriug  par- 
colarly  fine  anil  mellow. 

Catharine  of  Medicis,  by  Reubens,  an  admirable  portrait. 
Every  line  of  the  countenance  piercingly  expressive  of  the  male* 
valence  unhappily  rendered  habitual  to  the  original.  The  dress, 
black,  with  a  pointed  rulf. 

Dorotliy,  Countess  of  Sunderland,  the  Sacharissa  of  Waller, 
by  Vandyki^. 

A  small  Family  Piece,  by  Gonzalea. 

Two  Landscapes,  by  Gaspard  Poussin.  The  Duchess  pur- 
chased the  works  of  this  master  at  any  price. 

A  landscape,  by  Wouvermaus,  in  his  best  manner. 

A  Holy  Family,  by  Ludovico  Caracci. 

A  Collection  of  Miniatures,  inclosed  in  one  frame,  contains 
direeafHary  Queen  of  Scots. 

a  D  a  The 
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The  IVinter  Draicinp-Room  is  liung  willi  lape^try  represent' 
in^  Hie  four  cnrdiii.i!  virtues,  Fortilude,  Prudem-e,  Justice,  an4 
Temperniic«,  witli  cliaracterisllc  embkina  and  tmlielljslimeuls.  . 
Different  parts  of  the  room  are  adunicd  with  hroiizcii  of  Cupids, 
and  of  Ijereules  killing  the  CenUnrK.  [n  tlie  centre  of  ths  | 
chimney -piece  is  an  alto-relievo  uf  L'lipid  and  I'sjclie's  Mar- 
riage, from  tlie  anliipie  of  Trjphon.  There  are  only  tliree 
pdotiD^  in  this  apartment;  hul  the  tapestry  vrhich  covers  the 
sides  niay  Himost  lie  said  to  rival  Die  efl'orls  of  the  pencil. 

Over  the  firxt  iloor-way  is  Vandyke's  celebrated  portrait  of 
Lord  Slalford,  attended  liy  his  secretary.  The  countenance  of  . 
this  ill-fated  nobleman  expresses  deep  thought ;  hut,  hy  some,  it 
may  be  conjectured  that  there  is  more  of  hantlitieM  in  the  fea- 
tures, and  less  of  dignity  in  the  general  manner,  than  would  be 
expected.  The  cxecnlion  of  the  piece  is  truly  i,'reat.  There  are 
three  pietnres  on  thia  subject  in  the  kin^him.  Concernini;  that 
preserved  at  Wen  I  worth -house,  in  Yorkshire,  Lord  Orfurd  says, 
"  I  can  forgive  Vandyke  any  insipid  portraits  of  perhaps  insipid 
people,  when  he  sliewcd  himwlf  capable  of  conceiving  and  trans- 
mitting  the  idea  of  the  greatest  man  of  the  age."— It  may  ho 
oliserved  that  the  credit  of  Vandyke,  as  a  delineator  of  clianc- 
tcr,  does  not  rest  on  this  sin;^le  picture.  In  various  instances, 
easy  lo  be  enumerated,  he  has  proved  that  few  painters  vera 
more  capable  of  conveying  "  the  ideas"  of  energy  of  mind  a 
cleviitian  of  sentiment. 

Over  the  chimney  is  a  portrait  of  Mary  Duchess  of  Ricbniondr' 
vilh  a  little  girl  presenting  her  gloves ;  and,  o 
door,  are  t-«a  portrails,  on  one  canvas,  of  Mrs.  Mnrton  and  Hrs. 
Killiftrew  ;  hotli  which  pieces  arc  likewise  by  Vandyke. 


The  Dinin/^-Itoom 
destinntion,  being  larye, 
the  centre  of  the  palace, 
the  sides  are  w.iindcotted 


partment  well  .idaptcd  for   its 
lofty,  and  commodiously  situated  ueav  ] 
The  ceiling    is  richly  stuccoed;  snil 
large  pannels,  paiuted  whito."     T 


room  is  adorned  by  the  following  paintings  : 

I^t  and  liis  Daughters,  by  Kcubcns :  a  liue  picLurgj  preaenteA   J 
ty  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 


Venus  and  Adonis,  I 
■a me  jiotentat*.  Tlic 
Venus  clumsy  aud  un 
praiied  for  [iniiiliiig  Ix 
tiot  bestow  too  muclioii 


I  1 

L  niui 
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liy  the  same  artist,  and  a  present  Irom  tbe 
cnUuring  admirable,   but  tlie  figure  of 
ijiliiaHin;,'.       Reubens  bad    bceti   so    much 
luliful  Resh,  that  lie  thought  he  couU 
Bii  uiiatlired  object. 
Tlie  Ba|ie  of  Europa,  by  Paul  Veronese. 
Cattle  and  Figures,  an  exculleiil  piiformancc,  by  Castiglione. 
Severtkt  small  Laiidticapes  by  Wooltoii,  executed  witb  tuslc  and 
spirit. 

•  Tbe  presF-nt  Duke  and  Ducbcss  of  Marlliorougb,  witb  uix  of 
their  Chililreu,  by  Sir  Josliua  ReynoldK.  The  grouping  fine; 
«nd  the  figures,  as  tisuiil  with  -Sir  Josbiia,  dellneat*^  in  the 
Itighest  possible  point  of  character.  We  team  from  Dr.  Mavor 
Hiat  the  anm  of  seven  hundred  guineas  was  paid  for  this  fiimtly 
piece. 

Vsodyke  has  tno  pictures  in  tliis  apartment  :  a  Bacchanalian 
pitce,  and  a  whole  length  portrait  of  Queen  Htnrietla  Haria. 
Either  from  a  temporary  want  of  profesaionnl  zeol  in  the  artist, 
or  fivm  tbe  operation  of  an  unpropilious  humour  in  the  subject 
<lelinea1e£[,  tlie  queen  appears  less  pleasing  in  this  picture  than 
in  tbe  half-lenrth  noticed  iu  tbe  east  drawing-room  :  yet  the  ge- 
oeral  effect  of  figure  is  far  from  being  destitute  of  attraction. 
When  we  recollect  the  sti'cnuous  polilical  measures  advised  by 
this  queen,  and  relleet  on  the  bold  and  masculine  letters  written 
to  her  consort,  we  feet  surprise  at  beholding  so  slender  and  soft- 
charactered  a  form. 

The  Saloon  "  is  a  noble  and  spacious  apartment,  wbiclt  com- 
municates witb  the  hall,  aud,  together  witb  it,  occupies  the  entire 
breadth  of  the  centre."     The  lower  divisiou  of  this  room  is  lined 
ith  marble ;  and  its  four  door-cases  are  composed  of  tbe  same 
iterial.     Over  each  door  are  the  arms  of  the  til's!  duke.     Above 
larble  basement  arc  six  compartments,  painted  in  a  singular, 
and  not  very  gratifying  style,  by  La  Guerre.     Tlitse  paints  pro* 
fess  to  "  represent  diQcreut  nations  of  the  world,  in  their  clia- 
ncteristic  dresses  and  contours  ;"  but  the  whole  consist  of  indi- 
3  0  3  ridu«l 
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f  idnal  carieatureB ;  and,  nnibrtiiuately,  of  caricatares  dtaplayiag 
little  strength  of  humour.  Tbey  are  shewn  in  the  foUowi^g 
manner : — 

I.  The  Punter,— French,  English,  and  Scotch.  "  The  por« 
trait  of  the  Englishman,  which  possesses  much  mbicvodity  mat 
portliness,''  according  to  Dr.  Mavor,  "  is  believed  to  repreaent 
Dean  Jones,  chaplain  to  Sarah  Duchess  of  Marlborough.' 

II.  Spaniards. 

III.  Moors  and  Negroes. 

IV.  Chinese  and  Tartars. 

V.  Turks. 

VI.  Dutch  and  Swedes. 


9» 


The  ceiling  is  at  the  height  of  the  building,  and  is  painted  by 
La  Guerre  with  more  felicity  of  design  and  effect.  This  ornn^ 
mented  portion  of  the  apartment ''  emblematically  repreaei|ta  John 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  the  career  of  victory,  arrested  hj  the 
hand  of  Peace,  while  Time  reminds  him  of  the  rigidity  of  hia 
own  flight.'' 

In  different  parts  of  the  saloon  are  antique  bqsts  of  Caracalbiy 
and  of  a  Roman  Consul;  a  sculptured  Sleeping  Venus>  and  %, 
Cleopatra  with  the  Asp. 

The  Green  Drawmg*Room  is  hung  with  excellent  tapestry, 
representing  the  Battle  of  Dunnewcrt ;  the  Battle  of  JJile  ;  the 
Siege  of  Lisle ;  and  the  Battle  of  Malplaquet.  The  labours  of 
the  loom,  however,  do  not  engross  the  whole  apartment;  and 
the  following  productions  of  the  pencil  are  selected  with  much 
taste,  to  bestow  a  last  polish  on  the  embellishments :  --« 

A  Portrait  of  a  Juvenile  Knight  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem,  by 
Barroccio.    Very  fine. 

Meleager  and  Atalantsk,  an  exquisite  picture  by  Reubens. 

The  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds,  by  Lucca  Giordano. 

The  Offering  of  the  Magi,  by  the  same  master. 

A  Madona  and  Child,  by  Nicholas  Poussin. 

ipigvres,  encircled  with  wreaths  of  flowers,  by  Rotteohammer. 

A  Holy 


Portrait  of  the  late  Padw^of  M«rlbot<M>|^Ay.  ltotinii|:ofi»i**!< 

Tftre  Sraf«  Dramng-Roam  luui  |be«i  'leOMiily;  f«riU8iio4^ 
deeormted  witb-iaiich  elegaiieot    The  ondM^  tlld  JncftHpi^  ^ 
ivhito  tenaak..   The  wklesmm  baiy  wilh.ihet»nptialJU4^    r, 
ttid  loontiia  repreieBtations  of  the  Mansh  to  Jh)ifc4iritt»  Jiid 
6iege  of  tbot  pkce.     In  tbit  btler  piooe^  Genocti  aftoiSi 
iiicM^  Codogan,  io  a  ooMspicuous  figure ;  nor  » tbodog^ipri^ 
^obich  titteoded  that  geaeral  tbroagfa  his  perikiaa  canpaigiw^^^ 
relani^d  to  end  his  days  in  elMO  at  Oaverahao^.  /^F-r 

Over  the  chimney  is  a  portrait,  by  Romiiey^  of.lb#  pvpai^ 
Dake,  in  his  garter  robes.  A  mesxotinlo  kmt  thia  pQprtralMias 
boon  esecated  by  Jones.  .       ^  v 

-  The  room  is  likewise  omaHusnIed  with  m  iVait  Pieto,  1^  Lmm^ 
Qfoidano ;  and  St  Lawrence  dtstribatiBg  Ibo  Ornamonts  of  Iho 
Altar,  by  11  Prole  Genoese.  .    ?;., 

The  fbmitare  and  hangings  of  ^ho  State  Bcd-Chmder  am^irf 
blae  damask,  interlaced  with  goM.  Tlio  lop  of  tbe  ^bod^froMe 
rises  into  a  dome,  surmounted  by  a  ducal  ooronel;  and  the  extoi^ 
billies  <it  tbe  bed-posts  are  ornamented  with  pnilitary*  Miihioms. 
At  the  bead  are  the  family  arms. 

Over  the  chimney-piece  is  a  painting,  by  Lacoa  Giordano* 
representing  Seneca  bleeding  to  death,  "  while,  with  philo- 
sophic composare/  he  dictates  to  his  amanuensis.'^  This  pic* 
ture  is  not  so  large  as  that  on  the  same  subject  at  Burleigh; 
nor  are  the  figures  so  numerous.  The  action  represented  is  too 
dreary  to  admit  of  much  contemplation.  The  hero,  whp  expires 
in  the  cause  of  his  country,  is  viewed  with  sympathy  ahd  admi- 
ration,  while  his  armed  form  reposes  on  the  sod,  however  deeply 
that  sod  jnay  be  stained  with  blood  ;  and  we  gaze  with  enthusi* 
astic  veneration  on  the  dying  countenance  of  Socrates,  while  w)|^. 
see  the  philosopher's  cloak  wrapped  round  him  in  majestic  sqlf- 
dependance ;  but  the  frightful  whiteness  of  Seneca's  flesh,  robbed 
almost  of  the  last  vital  drop,  inspires  horror  in  so  unmixed*  a 

2  D  4  modification, 
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modllication,  that  we  shudder,  and  forget  to  look  fer  the  fint 
emanation  of  soui  depictured  in  the  features. 

Thtre  are  sevrral  other  paintings  in  this  room,  one  of  whi^ 
is  a  highly  finished -portrait  of  Edward  VI.  by  Holbein. 

The  Lihrary  "  occupies  the  entire  west  front,  is  npirards  of 
183  feet  long,  and  is  tliirt^-one  feet  iiinc  inches  wide  in  the 
■centre."  This  Tery  sparlous  room  is  truly  magnificent.  The 
busement  is  of  black  marble ;  und  solid  columns  of  veined  marble 
support  a  rich  entablature  Pilasteis  of  the  Doric  order  we  libe- 
rally interspersed  ;  and  the  vaulted  ceiling  is  divided  into  c«ft> 
pKrlmeiil«  by  stucco-work. 

This  gallery  vaK  originally  intended  r»r  the  receptiaD  rf 
paintings,  but  "  has  since  been  fumislied  with  the  grand  Sander- 
land  collection  of  books,  comprising  upwards  or  seventeen  tbou- 
sind  volumes,  in  various  languages,  arts,  and  sciences ;  all  ar- 
ranged in  elegant  coses,  with  gilt  wire  latticed  doors,  on  the  east 
side  through  its  whole  extent,  and  along  the  two  ends.  Few  pri- 
iiete  collectiotiB  are  equal  to  this  in  valae,  the  whole  being  rec- 
koned worth  30,000  pounds." 

Sculpture  and  painting,  however,  unit«  with  literatpro,  to  uU 
charms  to  this  grand  room.  At  the  upper  end  is  placed,  with 
graceful  propriety,  a  white  marble  statue  of  Queen  Anne,  in 
her  corunalion  robes,  by  Ryabrack.  On  the  pedestal  is  this 
inscription  : 


I 
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'At  the  opposite  tcnnination  of  the  gallery  is  a  fine  bust  of 
Alexander  the  Great,  dug  from  the  ruins  of  Ilcrculaneum, and  sup- 
ported lij  an  elegant  luodern  Theim,  designed  by  Sir  William 
Chambers.  On  the  west  side  is  an  antique  statue,  inscribed 
Julia  Domna,  aud  a  Diana  and  Dog.  Several  busts  adorn  the 
laol'-casex,  the  chimney -plcrcs,  and  the  entrance. 

The  paitilinga  are  ciiiefly  portraits;  among  which  mast  be 
noticed, 

John,  Duke  of  Marlborough,  partly  in  armour,  with  brown  lea- 
ther buskius.     A  ualon  in  his  hand. 

Sarah,  Duchess  of  Marlborough.  The  face  youthful,  and  pos- 
sessed of  much  beauty.  The  form  graceful.  This  distinguished 
female  has  shared  the  common  fate  of  high  political  characters ; 
her  errors  of  temper  have  been  written  in  braas,  and  her  best 
virtues  have  beeu  attributed  to  motives  of  courtly  prudence.  Her 
great  ductility  of  talent  must  be  alluwed  by  all.  With  little  edu- 
cation,* for  lettered  knowledge  was  almost  deemed  disreputable 
to  the  women  of  her  mm,  she  loti^  maintained  an  ascendant  in 
the  political  world,  with  triumphant  splendour.  Few  females  bo 
circu Distanced  have  shewn  less  vanity  of  power.  Fond  of  lule, 
she  resolutely  refrained  from  enterini,'  into  any  measure  injurious 
to  the  cotistitutioQ.  She  was,  indeed,  a  steady  and  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  liberties  of  her  country.  Though  fond  of  money, 
her  bounty  was  of  a  princely  character.  Hoolce,  the  author  of  the 
Roman  History,  at  the  recoramendatiuti  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  ar- 
ranged for  her  grace  those  memoirs  which  she  intended  to  repre- 
sent her  life  in  fair  colours  to  posterity.  He  waited  on  her  when 
she  was  feeble  and  conhueU  to  her  bed,  hut  she  bad  suAicieut 
energy  of  mind  to  dictate  to  him  for  the  term  of  nix  hours.  The 
love  of  money  is  justly  supposed  to  increase  in  a  ratio  with 
the   failure    of  other  sccustoDied  passions;    but,   when    Hooke 

had 

•  Speaking  of  benelf,    al  ihe  poriod  of  iba  [CTatution.  ihe  confeuu  ihat 
tatplejtd  her  lime  in  anj  thing  but  plnjujy 
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hmi  fethmel  lib  tetk,  the  dochcM  pwwrt>d  Imi  vitk  fBbm 
^£va  tiKMMsd  poaadi.* 

King  Willian. 

Qoeea  Aaae. 

Cbarlety  Duke  of  Marlborongli. 

The  Dnke  of  MoBUgae, 

Lord  GodolphiB. 

The  bow-windowg,  on  the  west  of  the  lihnrj,  ^■''*— — td 
yntwM  over  the  wiiidiiig  descent  to  the  Itke,  mai  the  voodtaai 
•oenery  heyoiid. 

The  Chapel  is  entered  by  a  pitm,  sitoated  in  the  wesleni 
wing  of  the  patsee.  The  interior  of  this  biliMing  is  conspicoens 
in  SB  appropriate  temperanee  of  decoration.  No  gilded  Boaid- 
ings  delude  the  eyc«  and  sin  against  the  gravity  of  the  place. 
Oenpartnents  of  sober  grey  ivoo  to  sedateness  of  thovght^  aad 
sot  any  onsnited  object  interrapts  soieoinity  of  reflecliea. 

After  witnessing  menorials  of  the  career  of  greatness,  and  at- 
tending the  mighty  Dnke  John  through  the  woven-  ioMgery  sf 
his  exploits,  we  are  now  called  to  draw  a  moral  from  that  boani 
to  which  the  "  paths  of  honour  do  but  lead/'  On  the  right  of 
the  chapel  is  a  piece  of  sculpture,  that  constitoten  its  chief  oma- 
nament. .  .the  monument  of  the  first  duke  and  duchess. 

This  superb  performance  is  the  work  of  Rysbrack.  The  sob* 
jects  of  sepulchral  honour  are  represented  in  marble,  with  their 
two  sons  who  died  young.  Colossal  figures,  emblematic  of  fame 
and  history,  support  their  effigies ;  and  the  pen  of  history  is  sap* 
posed  to  have  traced  on  a  tablel,  which  she  holds  in  the  other 
hand>  this  inscription : 

To  THE  Memory 

Of  Johk  Dokb  op  Mablbosouoh  and 

Hit  TWO  Sons 

His  DucBBfS  uas  crbctbd 

This  Monumbmt 

ly  TUB  Year  of  Christ,  MDCCXXXIIT. 

B^icatb 

*  Mat^*s  Memoirs  of  Lord  ChMtexfield. 


BenoAb  is  t  b«sso  relievo,  illuMtralive  of  the  citptnre  of  B 
shKl  Talltfd.  The  funily  vatlt  ii  coulrueUd  mte  tb«  bw 
n«nt. 

Tbe  chape)  postesset  an  altar  piece,  r^reiMUog;  mt  8»A 
Descent  from  the  Cross,  by  JordaenB  of  Aatvny  {  aai  ovtr 
chinuey  is  a  small,  bat  canons,  (laiuliui;  on  black  marlile,  by 
Aleuandro  Veronese, 

Svob  are  the  spartments  nsnally  opeu  to  public  bspecti 
Ik  will  be  obserred  that  a  correi-t  aitd  fiue  taste  is  coDspic 
throvghout.    No  meretricious  cinbellisliijienta  seek  to  captivate 
niijOTj  eye,  by  glitter.     Gvi^ry  charm  is  produced  by  the  I 
tiaale  means  of  grand  proporlion  and  finished  art.     The  moma 
appropriated  to  bmily  miAenv  arc  on  a  scale  pqunlly  roB^oifi- 
cent,  Bod  are  alnindantly  omanieuled  willi  tlic  production  a  of  kc- 
nios.     The  pictnres  are  nnroerans  and  valnabl'',  and  the  library 
contains  a  great  variety  of  rare  aiid  eurious  books.     Near  the 
eostan  angle  of  tbe  bnilding  is  a  commodioQS  oliservatory,  erect- 
ed by  the  present  duke,  and  fu  mi  shed  witli  the  bf^t  m>ti'onoraioal 
apparatus,  by  Ramsden.     A  grand  telescope,  liy  llerschell  (now 
in  the  library)  was  presented  by  his  Majfsty,  ahoilly  after  the 
royal  visit  to  Blenheim  in  178(). 

The  palace  is  entered  on  the  east,  *  by  an  arcaded  ijuadrangl^ 
consisting  chiefly  of  offices ;  but,  on  the  left,  is  a  division  of  build- 
ing, origiLDally  a  green-house,  though  now  forrocd  into  a  theatn. 
The  embellialiment«  are  extremely  pleasing,  and  there  are  seats 
for  two  hundred  persons,  independent  of  the  side-boxes.  It  is, 
however,  long  since  any  dramatic  pieces  were  performed  in  thi» 
bnilding. 

Adjoining  tlie  theatre  is  an  apartment  dedicated  to  the  recqt- 
tion  of  nine  pictnres,  by  Titian,  presented  by  Viclor  Aniadeus, 
King  of  Sardinia,  to  John,  Duke  of  Marlboiwigb.  These  paint- 
ings were  long  hidden  from  public  view,  and  are  now  "  displayed 

chiefly 

*  Over  the  eaitern  p\t  t>  a  rtiaro'ir,  capable  of  coolainiiig  five  banded 
hogthetit  oC  wuet.  Thii  water  auppliei  ih«  bopM,  and  iiTiiiMMj  by  anengwa 
vnAldenra'iconilrDcriq)^  crfctfdinoldWo^ackkrill.     ^      « 


412 


OXFOUtSHlRE, 


I 


ad  l^fl 


chiefly  for  iTie  sake  of  amaieim  in  the  pictori*!  arl.*'    Tfae 
jectB  are  Mars  anil  Vcnas.      Cupid  and  Psichc.      Apollo  aai 
Daphne.     Pluto  and  Proserpine.     Hcrcales  and  Dejanin     Vol- 
can  and  C^ns.     Bacclius  and  Ariadne.     Jupiter,  Juno, 
Neplnne  and  Ampbitrite. 

Tlie  ^ure*  inach  exceed  Ibc  size  of  nature,  and  no 
nity  tor  delicacy  of  colouring  is  lust  by  the  intcTTention  of 
vious  drapery.  As  nsnal  with  Tiltaa  in  his  attempts  to  d«li- 
ncate  femide  beauly,  tlie  design  is  not  eqoal  to  the  spirit  of  tlw 
exeeotion  ;  yel  some  of  the  finmrcs  certainly  posses  luucfa  ^race, 
and  every  art  is  practised  to  render  them  attractive.  Theae 
pdntin^H  are  on  leather,  and  cover  three  sides  of  the  roon^ 
though  they  are  only  enclosed  in  a  temporary  frame-wotfc  flfj 
reeded  moulding.  The  whole  arc  in  high  preservation,  and  hawl 
been  justly  said  *'  almost  to  form  a  school  of  themselves." 

The  princely  district  enclosed  hy  «ra1ls,  as  a  demcsne-appen* 
dage  to  the  castle,  comprises  about  tuo  ihoosand  seven  hundred 
acres.  The  circumference  is  Kiid  to  be  upwards  of  twelve  milei. 
This  extensive  tract  admits  of  the  following  diviMons :— the 
apace  which  licH  wMout  the  river  has  received  the  appropriate 
appellation  of  the  Great  Park ;  the  lands  chiefly  surrounded  by 
uralcr  arc  termed  the  Utile  Park.  In  the  latter  portion  are  Ihi 
gardetu,  which  conluiii  two  hunilrcd  acres  of  decorated  pleasiin' 
Ifround. 

The  gardens  are  arranged  with  a  magnificence  of  design  and 
correctness  of  taste,  connonant  in  s|iirit  to  the  palace  which  they 
arc  intended  to  adorn.  No  formality  of  lineal  direction,  nor 
lahour  of  artificial  ornament,  injures  the  repose  of  the  scene,  AH 
is  nature,  trained  with  tenderness  end  caution.  "  A  thousand 
beauties,  orlginuting'  from  design,  appear  fortuitous  to  the  eye. 
Though  traversing  a  garden  where  taste  has  exhausted  ita  akill, 
we  incessantly  indulge  the  idca-of  bein^  only  contemplating  the 
natural  charms  of  the  country,  and  tracing  delights  of  rich  va- 
riety nnd  unlimited  extent.  The  intersecting  walks  genertklly 
retire  from  the  eight,  hut  arc  never  wanting  for  necessary  com- 
iDunicatioD 
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miiiiication :  they  conducl  to  tlir  priDcipal  saborJlaatc  scenes, 
aud  occupy  thu  liappieat  Gpnces." 

At  one  poirit  tlie  eje  ia  gr&tllied  )iy  deep  and  citllivaled  seclu- 
tioij  ;  at  iiiiotlier  it  is  led  over  a  boundless  expanse  of  captivating^ 
Uiidscapc,  revealed  ut  tlie  ninxt  rilicitoux  jnaclure,  and  under  tlie 
finest  circamBtances  of  coiiti'ast. 

The  artificial  oniaments  are  few,  and  calculated  to  imparl  de- 
«rable  relief  and  animation.  Sliortly  a^er  entering  on  a  wallc 
of  pebbly  gravel,  which  winds  to  the  eaiit  among  rixing  planta- 
tions, and  beautiful  stretches  of  tufted  lawn,  is  seen  a  little  struc- 
ture, embellished  vith  Corinthian  capitals,  called  tlie  Temple 
of  Health.  This  votive  building  was  erected  in  1789.  Ou  a 
niRrble  tablet  in  placed  a  loyal  and  elegant  inscription,  surmouut- 
ed  by  a  medallion  of  the  king. 

In  a  clioice  and  rural  divisioQ  of  the  grounds,  denominated  tlie 
8heep-Walk,  is  conslructcd  a  small  thatched  edilice,  well  suited 
to  heighten  the  pastoral  character  of  the  scene,  termeil  the 
Shepherd's  Cot.  Trunks  of  trees,  fancifully  arranged,  compose 
this  symbol  o?  tranquillity,  and  varied  fuliage  wraps  it  in  romau- 
tic  shade. 

The  more  distant  Kide  of  the  g;ardena  ^ins  a  powerful  accession 
of  beauty  Trom  the  n(-it;hbouvhood  of  the  lake.  The  banks  of  this 
fincwntcr.iioriuhin  all  lliat  coDstitnlcsthcpicluresque,  so  variously 
vcodcd,  and  so  Tertile  of  fairy  nnuks,  now  present  llicmaelvcs  as 
one  lovely  whole  of  scenery,  noic  retire,  in  graceful  though  bro- 
ken lines,  and  admit  a  share  in  the  display  to  precincts  of 
the  distant  park,  rendered  veneralde  by  chivalric  story. 

The  water  is,  iu  one  part,  r^mducled,  amid  groupes  of  acacia, 
cedar,  and  beech,  to  a  finely  mutilated  descent,  down  which  it 
pours  its  volume,  and  forms  a  plcasina^  cascade.  At  a  short  dis- 
tance, in  a  pensive  and  recluse  dell,  is  a  capacious  basin,  orna- 
mented with  an  estimable  piece  of  sculpture,  the  Inst  work  of 
Bernini.  It  is  "  a  copy  from  the  magnificent  fountain  in  the 
Piazza  Navona,  at  Rome  ;  and  was  a  present  from  the  Spanish 
ambassador 
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mpliaasador  Bt  the  Papit  court  to  the  linl  Duke  of  MarlboniDglb  I 
On  thefonr  extreinitiea  of  the  rock  which  supports  the  obdisk, 
sre  four  river  gods,  aculplured  in  white  marble.     These  are  in* 
tended  to  represent  the  Danube,  the  Nile,  the  La  Plata,  and  thft  m 
Gangei."     Marble  dolphins  seem  to  iport  on  the  watfr;  i 
frooi  a  cavern  appear  to  isntie  a  lion  and  a  seahorse,  the  attrilrnl 
of  Euro^ie  and  Africa. 

Two  cuts  in  bronze,  L'Arrotino  and  the  Roman  Wroa 
both  by  Beiizi,  axe  placed  in  diSereut  situations  of  the  f 
gardens;  aJiil,  on  an  elevation  romraaudiug;  exquisite  prospect^ 
IB  creeled  a  temple  to  Diana.  Thitt  in  a  chaste  and  haudaone 
structure,  diEigned  by  Sir  William  Chambers.  In  froul  art  fonr 
Ionic  columoB;  and  on  the  pediment  is  k  dedicstioD  "  to  tk« 
Ionian,  rural,  mouutain-rau^ing  Diana."  Within  are  llir«e  ne- 
dallioiiB.  That  placed  centrally  represents,  in  bas-relief.  Hippo- 
litas  offering  to  Diana  a  wreath  of  flowers.  On  the  bt«nd  iHj 
dallions  tut  vtirMee  from  the  Hippolilus  of  Euripides,  vliich  I 
tbas  translated : 

To  Ibec,  bright  gnddrai,  that  fmir  flawera  I  brinf, 

A  chaplel  woitD  Tiom  Ih'  unUliilcd  mcail, 

TI13;  caul  NCjDeiter'il  hauut,  ivlicre  oerer  jet 

Shepherd  Bpprooch'd ;  where  llie  rude  hind  ne'er  hra**il 

Th'  iinhalluw'd  >ie  :  nor  rolce  iiur  lauruJ  i)  heard. 

Save  Ihe  luw  inurmuring  uf  rhc  nernal  bee. 

1  he  day.tpring  frorp  abuve  ilip  dew  dlilits 

Geninl  niid  mild,  frum  the  putu  iiieam  eihai'd. 

On  evcrjr  [rnj^ruil  lierb,  mid  liTourilo  Sower. 

Within  the  plea«ure  grounds  waH,  till  recently,  a  fiowet-gtr- 
deu,  after  the  plan  of  that  of  Marluitie  Pompadour,  formecly  at 
Versailles.  This  is  now  destioyed,  and  an  aviary,  containing 
many  rsre  and  beautiful  birds,  in  erected  on  liic  site.  I'he  gar- 
dens for  the  service  of  the  table  are  extensive,  and  ure  furnished 
«ilh  excellent  hot-houses,  and  a.  conservatory. 

The  Park  contains  a  fine  succession  of  adorned  Lome -scenery. 
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voA  opces,  tt  numberless  poioU,  1a  estenstve  aud  capUvf 
diaphyn.  It  ia  "  chiefly  shaded,  towards  the  boundary,  vii 
deep  beltof  Tuioiu  trees,  ever^eetis, and  deciduous  shriitiH,  «| 
KHglMl  loliage  exhiliits  the  ditlVrenL  gradutioos  of  tinia,  front 
■est  KuDt  to  the  Dio&t  ohfuscated  grceu ;  while  plantation^ 
correapondiBf  fignre  and  growth,  on  the  park  side,  sometin 
nngc  witk  the  fvroitr,  uiid  soniclitnej,  breaking  into  gi-oui 
vilh  large  inlcrsticea  between,  rdieve  the  tndisB  irf  cgotii 
tiaifermity." 

Ner  does  the  park  depend  for  ntabng*  on  the  pkntaUaM 
Bodera  tauten    It  is  nell-vixided  tlirrni^hoot,  and  in  Ttar\y  phi 
we  meet  with  "  liroe-liunoured"  oaks  which  may  have  ufibn 
•bade,  in  the  Tigour  of  ttieir  youth,  to  the  Edwiirds  and  Ucruya 
of  distant  atory.     A  ride,  or  excellent  road,  iiictudioic  a  circum* 
fnenCB  of  aorc  than  three  miles,  describev  a  wide  circle  round 
the  palace  and  gardens,    and  ennhles  the  exainiaer  to  form  an 
Mcnrate  idea  of  the  character  of  the  more  retired  parts  of  the 
domaiD. 

The  early  itn  prove  men  is  in  the  grounds  of  Bleiilieim  wers 
Reeled  under  the  direction  of  Brown,  and  he  exerted  his 
taste  and  skill  to  llieir  extent.  His  conception,  as  to  the 
most  judicious  mode  of  disposal,  appears  to  haTe  been  accurata. 
His  design  was  vast  and  grand  ;  it  was  worthy  of  the  ma^niGcent 
pile  which  his  work  was  to  suri'Ouiid  and  adorn.  Many  improT^ 
mcnt«  have  since  been  introduced ;  these  btcstow  the  last  touchea 
of  high  finishing,  and  evince  equal  correctness  of  judgment  vai 
muniticence  of  spirit.  Itut  ornament  has  not  been  the  only  ob- 
ject of  late  introductions:  th c yerme  orWe  claims  its  share,  and 
adds  the  relief  of  simplicity  to  the  charms  of  splendour.  The 
portion  of  tiie  park  allotted  to  arable  culture  is  in  a  retired 
situation,  anrl  conid  be  well  spared  from  so  extensive  a  di»r 
trict  of  pasture.  * 

The  Watek  of  Blenheim  is  one  of  the  most  felicitoDS  of  tbe 

featnrea 

•  The  pntk  now  luppoiti  abont  130V  h«Ml  at  dear,  sad  affotdi  food  U 

tluclit  of  ilicep.  t 
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features  wliicli  produce  a  wliole  of  magnificence.  Tl: 
River  Glyme  origioally  wound  through  narrow  banks, 
Ihe  direction  of  the  [ireBcnt  mBJeslic  river,  or  lake,  for  the  wateCsi 
is  truly  isaid  to  pnrtukc  of  the  nature  of  bolh.  Brovn  pcrcei 
tbe  propriety  of  expanding  iti  limits,  and  he  caused  the  bkok 
recede,  still  prest^rving  the  beautiful  form  which  nature  had 
stowed,  and  which  no  art  could  equal.  He  was  ho  well  salii 
with  his  perrormance  Ihal  he  has  been  known  to  Eny,  "  Tb^ 
Thames  would  never  forgive  him  for  what  he  had  done  at  I 
heim."  Bnl  labours  equally  judicious  with  his  own  have  i 
enlarged  the  honadaries;  and  the  water  now  covers  not  lean 
two  hnndrcd  and  fifty  acres.  We  are  not  aware  that  any  pa 
the  kingdom  can  boast  of  a  spread  of  artificial  water  at  om 
august  and  lovely.  Its  meanders  aresi.'dBte  and  pictorial;  ilsb 
bosom  taintless  and  pellucid  ;  and  at  no  point  of  the  prime 
tincts  of  the  domain  has  its  magnificence  a  visibl 

The  water  of  Blenheim  is  crosrted   by  several  stone  brii 
That  through  which  it  enters  the  park  possesses  seven  aj 
which,  if  Eontcwhat  too  numerous  and  minute  in  character,  1 
been  happily  said  "  to  give  the  idea  of  a  supply  equal  to 
magnitude  of  tbe  lake."     Quickly  sprcadint;  to  a  great  espa 
the  favoured  Glyme  stretches  towards  Quern  Pool,    a  retired 
neighboitrhood  of  islets,  so  denominated  from  Phili 
sort  of  Edward  III.     The  examiner  who  is  prone  to  nurse  reflee- 
tion,  and  who  venerates  the  actors  of  a  long. past  day,  will 
perhaps,  place  a  local  value  on  tradition,  and  will  liuppose  till 
the  excellent  I'hilippa  cherished  a  predilection  for  this  spot, 
ollen  retiri'd    to   its    willowy  recesses  iu    the   Inxuriaice  ofi 

Before  the  river  tlows  throuL;h  another  arch  it  washes  m  lit 
tract  called  Queen  Elisabeth'*  liland.  I'liis  is,  in  fact,  put 
of  the  ancient  causeway  leading  to  the  manor-housf,  whiefc 
stood  about  one  hundred  yards  distant,  towards  the  north. 

The  Grand  Biidge  has  often  been  compared  to  the  Rialta 
Venice;  but  there  m  no  slmihlude  to  warrant  the  allusion. 


See- 

] 


OXFORD8BIBS.  \.Mt 


»  •  r 


b  a  fine  straetve,  theugh  by  no  aoanB  eoBipicBOiM  fbr  lightoeak 
It  should,  howeTer,  be  borne  in  reeoUection  that  the  bridge  ionm 
the  state-approach  to  Blenheim^  and  would  want  couaonance  ef 
character  if  it  were  more  airy.  like  the  boildiug  to  which  it 
leads^  it  is  vast  and  august  An  idea  of  its  dinensioBs  may  be 
formed,  when  we  observe  that,  the  diameter  of  the  centre  arch  it 
one  hundred  and  one  ieet 

On  quittii^  the  park,  to  which,  aided  by  art,  it  profea  so  nohia 
an  ornament,  the  River  Glyme  passes  under  a  low  bridge,  with 
numerous  arches ;  and,  falling  down  a  steep  cascade,  mingles  with 
the  waters  of  the  Evenlode. 

The  Column,  mentioned  as  one  of  the  most  atatdy  omamenta 
of  this  domain,  is  placed  on  a  considerable  eminence,  in  the  midat 
of  a  fine  lawn.  The  height  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  fcet.  The 
anmmit  of  the  pillar  is  crowned  by  a  colossal  statne  of  the  Grselt 
Dake  of  Marlborough,  in  a  Roman  dress;  at  hit  Ieet  are  two 
eagles ;  in  the  led  hand  is  the  baton  of  command,  and  in  the 
right  is  a  figure  of  victory,  devated.  On  the  aide  of  the  pedaftnl 
nearest  to  Blenheim  is  an  inscription,  which  finely  delineatea  th^ 
character  of  the  duke,  and  relates,  in  compenJioua  terms^  tha 
most  striking  of  his  exploits.  This  inscription  is  supposed  to 
have  proceeded  from  the  pen  of  Lord  Boliogbroke,  and  we  present 
a  copy,  as  a  necessary  appendage,  and  a  desirable  ornament,  to 
our  notice  of  this  sploudid  residence  : 

"The  Castle  of  BLSiinsiM  was  fooDded  by  Qacen  Anme 
In  the  fourth  year  of  her  Reign, 
In  the  Year  of  the  Christian  iEra 
One  Thousand  Setcn  Hundred  and  Fire. 
A  monaroent  designed  to  perpetuate  tlie  Memory  of  the  Signsl  Victoxy  '\ 

Ohtain'd  over  the  Fttneh  and  Bamrimta^ 
Near  the  Village  of  BLKMuaiM, 
On  the  Bankf  of  the  Danube,  '.< 

By  John  Dukb  of  Marlbobovor,  « 

The  Hero  not  only  uf  hU  Nation,  but  of  bit  Age  :  p 

Whose  Glory  was  equal  in  the  Council  ttd  in  the  field  i 
Vm.XII.  «E  Who 
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Wlio,  by  Wudom,  JuUicc,  Condirar,  rod  Addreu. 

KeeoDoil'd  T«ri(iiu,  und  oeh  oppoiiu  Iiiteiati ; 

Acquiied  in  luBuonoe 

Wliicb  nu  Rank,  no  Autliutiiy  can  flyt. 

Nor  iny  Force,  bul  Ihat  of  lupenur  Viitue  j 

Dectme  the  fited  iraporlanl  Cenlre, 

WhUb  united,  in  one  cumnigD  Cauic, 

The  piincipal  Stilei  of  EuRori ; 

Who,  by  miJiUry  Know  ledge,  and  iriaiiilible  Vklonr, 

In  ■  long  Serlc)  of  ui.inlerrupled  Triunpbi, 

Kroke  Ibe  Pawer  of  France. 

When  railed  ifae  liighcit,  whFa  eierled  ihe  moat: 

ReKucd  the  Knipiie  riom  Deiolaliau; 
Aliened  and  coii&rmed  the  LJWriiei  of  EoRori, 

•■  Philip,  B  grandson  of  the  house  of  France,  united  to  the  J 
t«reat,  directed  by  the  policy,  supported   by  tlip  t 
crown,  wan  placed  on  Ihe  throne  of  Spain.     King  WiHtant  I 
Mietd  tbiH  formidable  union  of  two  great,  and  once  rival  non 
etiiea.     At  the  end  of  a  life  spent  in  defending  the  libertisa 
Europe,  he  saw  them  in  their  greatest  danger.     He  provided  ^ 
their  security  in  the  most  effectual  manner.     He  took  the  Z 
«f  Marlbirough  iuto  his  service. 

"  AmbSMtdor  Eilraardiusry  and  Plenipoteotiary 
■'  To  the  Statei  General  of  tbt  UnileJ  ProvinLc*, 

"  The  duke  contracted  several  alliances,  before  the  death  of  King 
William.  He  conRrmed  and  improved  tlicse,  he  contracted  others, 
after  the  Hcc«ssion  of  Queen  Anne  :  and  re-united  the  Confe 
racy,  wliich  had  bt-eu  dissolved  at  the  cud  of  a  former  war, 
stricter  aiid  firmer  ttague. 


"  Captain  Genera]  and  Command 
•'  Of  the  Porcei  of  Great  Britain, 


ii..CI.>ur 
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'  The  duke  led  to  the  field  the  army  of  the  allie*.     He  took 
with  surprising  rapidity  Venio,  Ruremoiide,  3teveuswaert,  Liege, 
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He  extended  and  lecnred  the  frontiers  of  the  Dotch.    The  ene- 

•  "i 

miee,  whom  he  found  insulting  at  the  gates  of  Nimeghen,  were 
driven'  to  seek  for  shelter  Kehin^  their  lines.  He  forced  Bonne, 
Hny,  Limboarg,  in  another  camypaign.  He  opened  the  eommu- 
nieation  of  the  Rhine,  as  well  as  the  Maes.  He  added  all  the 
epnntrj  between  these  rivers  to  his  former  conquests. 

''  The  arms  of  France,  fiivoured  by  the  defection  of  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria,  had  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  empire.  This 
.  mighty  body  lay  exposed  to  immediate  ruin.  .  In  that  memorable 
crisis,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  led  his  troops,  with  unexampled' 
celerity,  secrecy,  order,  from  the  Ocean  to  the  Danube.  He  saw, 
he  attacked,  nor  stopped,  but  to  conquer  the  enemy.  He  forced 
fhe  Bavarians,  sustained  by  the  French,  in  their  strong  entrench- 
■Mots  at  Schelleuberg.  He  passed  the  Danube.  A  second  royal 
army,  composed  of  the  best  troops  of  France,  was  sent  to  rein- 
force the  first  That  of  the  Confederates  was  divided.  With 
one  part  of  it  the  siege  of  Ingolstadt  was  carried  on :  with  the 
other,  the  duke  ga?e  battle  to  the  united  strength  of  Fhince  and 
Bavaria.  On  the  second  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  bun* 
dred  and  four,  he  gained  a  more  glorious  victory  than  the  historiea 
of  any  age  can  boast.  The  heaps  of  slain  were  dreamnl  proofs 
of  his  valour :  a  marshal  of  France,  whole  legions  of  French,  his 
prisoners,  proclaimed  his  mercy.  Bavaria  was  subdued,  Ratis- 
bon,  Augsbourg,  Ulm,  Meminghen,  all  the  usurpations  of  the  ene- 
my were  restored.  From  the  Danube  the  Duke  turned  his  victo- 
rious arms  towards  the  Rhine,  and  the  Moselle,  Landau,  Treves, 
Traerbach  were  taken.  In  the  course  of  one  campaign  the  very 
nature  of  the  war  was  changed.  The  invaders  of  other  states 
were  reduced  to  defend  their  own.  The  frontier  of  France  was 
exposed  in  its  weakest  part  to  the  efforts  of  the  allies. 

"  That  he  might  improve  this  advantage,  that  he  might  push 
the  sum  of  things  to  a  speedy  decision,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
led  his  troops  early  in  the  following  year  once  more  to  the  Mo- 
selle. They  whom  he  had  saved  a  few  months  before,  neglected 
to  second  him  now.    They  who  might  have  been  his  companions 
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ill  coiH^ucttt,  refiiftcd  to  join  him.  Wlien  ho  saw  the  geQcroua  de- 
signs lie  had  formed  frustrated  by  private  interest,  by  pique^  by 
jealousy,  he  returned  with  speed  to  the  Maes.  He  returned; 
and  fortune  and  victor)'  returned  with  him.  Liege  was  relieved  : 
Huy  retaken.  The  French,  who  had  pressed  the  army  of  the 
States  General  with  superior  numbers,  retired  behind  entrench- 
ments which  they  deemed  impregnable.  The  duke  forced  these 
entrenchments,  with  inconsiderable  loss,  on  the  seventh  day  of 
July,  1705.  He  defeated  a  great  part  of  the  army  which  defend- 
ed them.  The  rest  escaped  by  a  precipitate  retreat.  If  adTan- 
tages  proportionable  to  this  success  were  not  immediately  ob-. 
tained,  let  the  failure  be  ascribed  to  that  misfortune  which  attends 
most  confederacies,  a  division  of  opinions  where  one  alone  sboold 
judge,  a  division  of  powers  where  one  alone  should  command. 
The  disappointment  itself  did  honour  to  the  Duke.  It  became  the 
wonder  of  mankind,  how  he  could  do  so  much  under  those  re> 
straiuts  which  had  hindered  him  from  doing  more. 

"  Powers  more  absolute  were  given  him  afterwards.  The  in- 
crease of  his  powers  multiplied  his  victories.  At  the  opening  of 
the  next  campaign,  when  all  his  army  was  not  yet  assembled, 
when  it  was  hardly  known  that  he  had  taken  the  field,  the  noise 
of  his  triumphs  was  heard  over  Europe.  On  the  twelflh  day  of 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six,  he  attacked  the  French 
at  Kamillies.  In  the  space  of  two  hours  their  whole  army  was 
put  to  flight.  The  vigour  and  conduct  with  which  he  improved 
the  success  were  equal  to  those  with  which  he  gained  it.  Lou- 
vain,  Brussels,  Malines,  Liere,  Ghent,  Oudciiarde,  Antwerp, 
Daramc,  Bruges,  Courtray,  surrendered.  Ostend,  Menin,  Den- 
dermond,  Aeth,  were  taken.  Brabant  and  Flanders  were  recover- 
ed. Places  which  had  resisted  the  greatest  generals  for  monthti. 
for  years  ;  provinces  disputed  for  ages  were  the  conquests  of  a 
summer. 

"  Nor  was  the  Duke  content  to  triumph  alone.  Solicitous  for 
the  general  interest,  his  care  extended  to  the  remotest  scenes  of 
(he  war,  he  chose  to  lessen  his  own  army,  that  ho  might  enable 

the 


thtiei^eni  of  other  armU^  to^coo<{u<;r.  To  tbU  mos|  he  aserib- 
ed,  tliat  Turin  was  relteTed,  the  Ouke  of  Savoy  reiustated,  the 
Frepch  driven  with  c^nfuaipa  out  of  Italy. 

"  These  victories  gave  the  coofederates  an  opportunity  of  car* 
rying  the  war  on  every  side  into  the  dominions  of  France.  Bnfc 
she  continued  to  enjoy  a^  kind  of  peaceful  neutrality  in  Germany. 
From  Italy  she  was  once  alarmed,  and  had  no  more  to  fear.  The 
entire  reduction  of  this  power,  whose  ambition-had  ceased,  whose 
strength  supported  the  war,  seemed  reserved  to  him  alone,  who 
had  iRo  triumphantly  begun  the  glorious  work.- 

''  The  barrier  of  France  on  the  side  of  the  Low  Gonntries,  had 
been  forming  for  more  than  half  a  century.  What  art,  power, 
expense  could  do,  had  been  done,  to  render  it  impenetrable.  Ye( 
hete  she  was  most  exposed :  for  here  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
threatened  to  attack  her. 

''  To  cover  what  they  had  gained  by  surprise,  or  had  been 
yielded  to  them  by  treachery,  the  French  marched  to  the  Banks 
of  the  Schelde.  At  their  head  were  the  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
and  ^eir  most  fortunate  general  the  Duke  of  Yeodome.  Thoa 
eonmanded,  thus  posted,  they  hoped  to  check  the  victor  in  his 
course.  Vain  were  their  hopes.  The  Duke  of  Marlborongh 
passed  the  river  in  their  sight.  He  defeated  their  whole  army. 
The  approach  of  the  night  concealed,  the  proximity  of  Ghent 
favoured  their  flight.  They  neglected  nothing  to  repair  their 
loss,  to  defend  their  frontiers.  New  generals,  new  armies  ap- 
peared in  the  Netherlands.  All  contributed  to  enhance  the 
glory,  none  were  able  to  retard  the  progress,  of  the  Confederate 
Armies. 

"  Lisle,  the  bulwark  of  this  barrier,  was  besieged.  A  numer- 
ous garrison,  and  a  marshal  of  France  defended  the  place.  Prince 
Eugene  of  Savoy  commanded,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  covered 
fwd  sutitainod  the  siege.  The  rivers  were  seia^ed,  and  the  com* 
munication  with  Holland  interrupted,  fi^e  Quke  opened  new 
communications  with  great  labour  and  greater  art.  Through 
countries  over-run  by  the  enemy,  the  nece8S|U7  convoys  arrived 
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fa  nfely.'  One  alnoo  wua  Bttacked.  The  Iroopi  wliioli  itb^'klp 
it  were  beat.  Tlie  defence  of  Lisle  waa  animated  by  assan 
of  relief.  The  Freiicli  tisEembled  alt  their  force.  They  marcbH 
tovordH  the  town.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  offered  thein  b 
lie,  without  BtiBpeodiuff  the  siege.  They  abandoned  the  entet-' 
prise.  Xbcy  came  to  save  the  town  :  they  were  Epi^ctaton  of  ib 
fall. 

"  From  this  conquest  the  Duke  hastened  to  others, 

"  The  posts  taken  by  the  enemy  on  the  Schelde  were  surpril 
ed.     Tliat  river  was  puaeil  the  second  time,  and,  notwitli^^tandiof  .■ 
the  great  preparatiuus  made  to  prevent  it,  without  oppoiiitioiu  1 
Brussels,    besieged     by  the  Elector   of   Itavaria,    was    rclitvecj 
Ghent  surrendered  to  the  Duke  in  the  middle  of  a  winter  remi 
ably  severe.     An  army,  litLlu  iuferior  to  bis  own,  marcbetl  ant  ^ 
the  place. 

"  As  soon  as  the  season  of  the  year  permitted  hiiD  lo  open  m 
other  campaiein,  the  Duke  besieged  and  took  Toumay.  Hell 
vested  Mnns.  Near  this  city,  the  French  army,  covered  by  thifl 
woods,  defended  by  treble  eiitrenehmcnts,  wail<^d  to  inoleA,  n 
presumed  to  olTcr  battle.  Even  this  was  liot  attempted  hy  tfic 
with  impunity.  On  the  last  day  of  Aug'ust,  one  ihnusanS  seT^i 
hundred  and  nine,  the  Duke  attacked  them  in  their  camp, 
vas  employed,  nothing  availed  agaiunt  the  resolution  of  snctiT 
general,  ai^ainst  the  fury  of  t>ueh  troops;  The  battle  was  blood^ 
the  event  decisive.  The  woods  were  pierced:  the  fortificatiot 
trampled  down.     The  enemy  fled.     The  town  was  taken. 

''  Doway,  Qethune.  Aire,  St.  Veiiant,  Boucb.iin,  onderwef 
the  same  fate  in  two  succeeding  years.  Their  vigorous  resiife 
anc^  ^ould  uut  save  thera.  The  army  of  France  durat  not  I 
teihpl  to  relieve  them.  It  seemed  preserved  to  defend  the  capifl 
of  the  monarchy. 

"  The  prospect  of  Ibis  extieme  distress  was  neither  distant  n8v| 
duhiftus.     The  French  acknowledged  their  conqueror,  and  siu 
for  peace 
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-     «  ThM  urn  tlM  ActiOM  or«i*  Ihivi  ef  UAmomilkow, 

PtrlbriMd  in  tlM  eoMpMt  pf  a  l«w  Te«iiy 

^  SafficMQt  to  adoni  the  Annals;  of  ikfti. .   ' 

JBie  Admiration  of  other  Kntiont 

Will  be  conTejed  to  Uteat  Poiteritj, 

In  tlie  Histories  even  of  the  Eoeoiiei  of  BniTAiit. 

The  Sense  which  the  Bnirttn  NetMl  hMl 

Of  hb  transecndant  Merit* 

was  expressed 

la  tha  BMist  saleaoi,  most  effKtaaU  oMist  darabia  aunnev. 

The  Acta  of  Pa  eiiAiiaitv  inscribed  on  ibb  Piliv 
Shall  stand  as  long  as  the  BaiTisu  Nana  and  La&|^fga 

last, 

Illestrioits  OMihunients 

Of  Maataoaovaa^  Oloty, 

and 
Of  BaiTAin's  Oiatitade." 

TbMe  acli  are  inacribed  oo  tks  thret  iMMimng  biom  of  IIm 
pedestilgi  iogeUier  with  an  abatrael  of  the  otttaU  of  Iho  DokVa 
Jmmmwi  and  evtatea  on  the  deaoendiiBla  of  his  danghten.  Tho 
Speaoer  ftnily,  io  whom  the  honoara  now  centre,  inherit  fiiln 
the  Coonteea  of  Sunderland,  the  aeeond  daughter.  It  aa^  ho 
here  obaenred,  that  the  whole  of  the  inn  Toted  by  PiiriiaineAt 
was  expended  on  the  palace.  This  ooetly  pillir,  and  tlie  grand 
hridge,  were  erected  at  the  sole  expenae  of  the  family. 

We  have  beft>re  remarked,  that  the  Akewum  Sir^H  oronm 
the  Park.  Its  progress  is  from  east  to  west,  and  it  may  be  diir 
iinetly  traced  near  the  North  Lodge.  In  many  places  this  an* 
cient  street  has  been  broken  op,  and  "  its  materials  appear  to 
have  been  an  immense  congestion  of  nibble  uid  stones,  snch  as 
the  Tidnity  supplied.'' 

Some  few  particnlars  connected  with  the  park*  yet  remain  to 
be  noticed. 

2E4  Near 

*  The  following  meteorological  pbenooMnon  rsspacting  this  disufel  ii  !••< 
corded  by  Dr.  M avor :— "  On  the  evening  of  the  S9th  of  NoTenbar^  t79f  , 
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Near  thm  Hmm  Lodge  is  a  hamlaoiiia  atone  bHiMing,  oeparated 
irom  the  park  by  iron  paliaadoea,  teniie4  the  Chima  GtUiery. 
This  buihling  is  divided  into  five  compartnents,  and  waa  eon* 
atmcted  for  the  reception  of  a  »operb  assortraent  of  poreelmia, 
collected  by  a  Mr.  Spalding,  and  prevented  by  bim^  "  on  eertaia 
conditions,  as  an  appendant  to  Blenheim/'  The  gallery  is  Well 
contrived  for  its  purpose;  tlie  light  is  chiefly  obtained  from  the 
top ;  and  the  whole  of  the  valoable  collection  is  arranged  with 
■inch  taste.  We  freely  admit,  that  we  want  jndgnent  to  par- 
ticularize, with  due  discrimination,  the  articles  most  eatiaaahla 
on  acoount  of  rareness ;  but  Dr.  Mavor,  whose  intelligence  ap- 
pears universal,  enables  as  to  make  the  following  observations : 
"  Some  specimens  of  tliis  elegant  manufacture  exhibit  its  in&at 
state,  which,  according  to  the  Ahhk  Raynal,  may  be  rcaaonabiy 
supposed  to  be  three  thousand  years  ago.  The  remote  antiqnity 
of  these  may  be  inferred  from  the  rudeness  of  the  designs,  and 
the  imperfect  crackled  appearaace  of  the  baking.  Among  other 
varieties  are  many  of  the  choicest  pieces  of  the  old  Mae,  and 
white,  and  pale  japan  brown  edge,  so  much  esteemed  by  the  em^ 
rioos.  Likewise  a  nameroos  assortment  of  thoM  very  scaroe 
and  valoable  sorts,  the  antique  hieu  celeste,  and  deep  purple. 
Many  of  the  specimens  here  preserved  are  unique  in  their  kind." 
Several  also  gain  a  collateral  interest  from  having  belonged 
to  personages,  fiuniliar  by  repute  to  the  student  of  history.  A 
room  adjoining  the^  entrance  is  filled  w  ith  specimens  of  Roman 
and  old  earthen  ware. 

The 

a  fftetiag  riin  began  to  H\\,  and  in  the  roorte  of  the  night,  incrufted  evcrj 
tree,  throb,  and  blade  of  grask,  to  a  ibickness  alitioft  incredible.  Id  cooee- 
^qucncc  of  t|uf«  away  tree*  and  an  immtn^  number  of  branches  weie  bitiaght 
to  (he  ground.  In  Bleiiheini  Park,  to  which,  and  a  small  surrnuuding  f>pace, 
tbii  phenomenon  was  confined,  nearly  one  thousand  loads  of  wood  were  de- 
stroyed. The  very  rooks  had  their  wings  frozen,  and  fell  from  their  perches. 
Notbii^coaid  be  aore  beautiful  than  the  trees  in  tbeir  brilliant  coats  of  maiL 
Bj  eandlt  light,  avery  leaf  of  et^raaus  •atned  to  haw  s  diatnund  pend- 
ipt  at.iU  titramity/' 
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.  The  High  Lodge  is  a  Yencimble  buiUing,  fUttled  m  di»* 
ncter,  and  occupy iiig  a  beantifoL  Mtualioii.  Thb  ttraditre'mp 
onoe  t|ie  renUleace  of  the  witty  Earl  of  Roehatter ;  and  here  h» 
died,  ai  the  age  of  thirly-four^  a  peniteal  vidimto  the  eril ear 
aaplei  of  King  ChaAee  and  hb  eoarL 

Dr.  Plot  mentions,  a  remarkable  polysyUabical  artiodale  eebo^ 
which  "  in  tbe  day  time,  little  wind  being  stirring,  retana 
very  distinctly  seventeen  syllables;  and  in  the  night  twen^^J' 
Tbe  CetUrmm  Pkonicum,  or  Speaker's  place,  is  al  a  abort  dis- 
tance from  the  portal,  by  which  the  park  is  osoally  entered. 
But,  owbg  to  the  demolition  of  the  Manor  hoase,  whieh  stood  on 
the  brow  of  the  opposite  hill,  and  the  extensioB  af  ibe  river, 
the  powers  of  this  echo  are  much  diminished*  A  very  aaperior 
echo  may  still  be  elicited  by  a  person  who  places  hiflpaeif  Jiear  an 
ancient  cedar  tree,  in  the  vicinity  of  Rosamond'a  ^ elL  Moch 
depends  on  the  stillness^of  the  day.  A  monoayllaUe  is  usaallj 
retamed  twice  or  thrice,  with  great  distinctness;  biit»  when  wp 
visited  the  spot,  ix>mples  sounds  appeared  fiit^ing  to  the 
nymph,  and  her  responses  were  ooofiased  and  inarticalale. 

The  village  of  Stonesfield,  is  distant  somewhat  lesa  thip 
two  miles  from  the  western  boundary  of  Blenheim  park.  At  a 
small  remove  from  the  paric,  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  the 
Akeman  Street,  was  discovered  in  tliis  parish,  a  tesselated  pave- 
ment, in  the  year  1711.  The  dimensions  were  95  feet  by  99. 
In  a  circle,  placed  centrally  in  one  of  the  ooropartmeats,  waa  the 
figure  of  Apollo  or  Bacchus,  holding  a  Thyitna  in  the  left,  and 
devatiug  a  flaggou  in  the  right  hand,  and  bestriding  a  tiger  or 
dragon.  The  other  compartment  was  square,  and  enclosed  an^ 
ornamented  circle  of 'wreath- work.  The  pavement  was  not  more 
than  two  feet  beneath  the  surface,  and  was  covered  with  burned 
wood  and  corn.  The  greater  portipn  of  it  was  sollcrHl  to  be 
destroyed  by  tlie  country  people,  bi^t  suq|c  fras^meiits  arc  yet 
preserved;  and  Hearne  caused  a  drawing  and  engraving  to  be 
made  before  the  compartments  were  disarfsiigeil. 

At  the  time  of  discovery  this  was  thonght  to  be  nothing  moic 
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tlito  the  flooring  of  a  Roman  Genend'ft  lent;  bot,  in  the  jmr 
1779,  the  areas  of  seTeral  other  large  aparlments,  with  onrioos 
teaeeUatioiia.and  bordem,  were  (bund  near  the  same  spot.  Ad* 
joining  were  a  faypocauBt  of  brick,  and  a  bath,  six  feet  ibnr  iociies^ 
by  £ie  feet  four,  and  three  feet  deep,  with  leaden  pipes  m  the 
sides,  which,  acoordtng  to  Gongh,  were  eighteen  inehea  thick, 
and  ooTeied  with  plaster,  painted  red.  We  obserte  with  regret, 
that  these  enrions  remains  were  also  remoTed  and  demolished.* 
Gtereet  drawings  of  the  whole,  by  Lewinglon  of  Woodstock,  are 
fai  the  possession  of  the  Antiquary  Society ;  and  an  engraTiBg 
bas  been  made  of  the  two  largest  apartments,  by  Fowler. 

YARMTon  fS  a  Tillage  situated  four  miles  from  Woodstock,  on 
Ike  sonth-east.  The  manor  of  Yamton  {Hardinione  in  Dooow- 
day,  and  often  termed  ErtUngton  in  old  writings)  was,  for  many 
yean,  in  tin  possession  of  Eynsham  abbey.  In  an  arrangesuBi 
whkh  took  filace  between  the  monastery  of  Stow,  and  the  abbey 

■ 

•f  Eynsham,  Remigiua,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  ^  desired  thai  be 
might  have  the  loan  of  the  manor  of  Erdin^cton,  that,  aa  often 
as  he  had  occasion,  he  might  dwell  therein.''  On  the  death  of 
that  bishop,  Henry  II.  seised  on  his  property,  and  gave  this 
manor  to  Bernard  de  Sancto  Walenco,''  in  contempt  of  many  re- 
monstrances proffered  by  the  abbot  of  Eynsham.  The  manor  was 
afterwards  possessed  by  Edmund  Earl  of  Cornwall,  who  presented 
it  to  Rewley  Abbey,  as  a  part  of  the  foundation.  Shortly  after 
the  Dissolutiou  it  was  procured  by  the  fomily  of  Spencer,  and 
remained  with  them  till  the  early  part  of  the  18th  century.  In 
1695,  Sir  Robert  Dashwood,  of  Kirtlington,  purcbaned  the  Re- 
▼ersion,  of  the  heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Spencer,  after  the  death  of 

Lady 

*  **  Oo  cbe  inclosare  of  tbe  parish  of  Stonesfield,  in  1801,"  lays  Dr.  Ma* 
Tor,  "  hy  «  tatteteu  allotment  of  property,  the  site  of  these  venerable  remaini 
of  the  Romans  has  been  divided  among  tliree  different  proprietors,  so  that 
pot  a  vestige  of  them  will  soon  be  left.  While  the  field  was  enclosing,  the 
writer  of  ibis  saw  a  verj  beaQtifol  border  of  one  of  ilie  tetseUied  areas  un- 
covered. It  lay  only  about  six  iiichei  from  the  inrlace,  and  must  have  been 
prated  by  tbc  plough  every  year  that  the  spot  wat  in  cultivation." 


JmBj  Speneer,  for  the  sum  of  SIMOOM. ;  wni,  abool;  die  yeer  1711, 
lie  cane  into  poseewkm. 

This  branch  of  the  honourable  finally  of  SpnMer  deaeeiidetf 
ftom  the  common  ancestor,  Robert,  one  of  the  barons  of  Wit* 
Bam  the  firity  and  were  closely  allied  to  the  Speaeen,  Earhr  of 
Snnderiand.  They  constmcted  a  mansion  boose,  near  the  cfattrdr' 
of  Yarntou,  in  which  they  long  resided  in  a  style  of  hospHaKtj 
Ather  exceeding  the  nsnal  bonnty,  eren  of  tiiooe  hospitabb 
ages.  Their  local  liberality  was  nnbonnded ;  as  a  proof  of  whftdf 
it  Amy  be  obserred,  that  the  tower  at  fke  west  end  of  the  cHnrdiv 
was  erected  at  their  entire  expense,  in  161!^  ' 

In  a  chapel  on  the  sooth  side  of  the  ehanesi,  bnih  by  So* 
Thomas  Spencer,  Bart  is  sn  alabaster  nMnoment,  Y>th  the  efl- 
gies  of  a  roan  armed,  and  lying  on  his  back,  with  his  hdmet  anl 
erest  nnder  his  head,  and  gauntlets  at  his  feet  Od  bis  left  side  is 
Ae  proportion  of  his  lady,  in  the  same  postnre.  The  inscriptioli 
idbmis  us,  that  the  monument  is  for  Sir  William  Spencer,  of  AK 
thorp,  in  Northamptonshire,  Knight,  who  died  in  1609,  and 
Hargatet  his  wife,  who  died  iq  1606.  The  bdlding,  likeHrise; 
contains  many  other  monuments  of  the  same  fkmily. 

Sir  Thomas  Spencer  left  ten  pounds  a  year  to  be  a|>prOpriated 
in  the  following  manner :  three  pounds  per  annvm  to  the  vicar 
of  Yamton,  on  cotidition  that  he  shall  every  year,  on  the  birth- 
day of  Sir  Thomas,  and  on  the  recurrence  of  the  day  on  which 
his  wife  died,  read  the  morning  service,  ^  directed  in  the  Li- 
turgy, in  bis  chapel.  The  remainder  to  be  distributed  amonjp 
the  poor  of  the  parish. 

WoLVEKCoTE  is  a  vilAge  of  some  extent,  bnilt  partly  oh  the 
level  at  tiie  edge  of  Port  Meadow,  in  the  vicinity  of  Oxford,  and 
partly  on  the  side  of  the  gentle  ascent  that  leads  to  the  Wood- 
stock road.  In  the  latter  division  stands  the  cliurch,  a  neat 
Gothic  building,  with  a  low  embattled  tower  at  the  west  It  was 
in  a  wood  near  Wolvercote  that  Memphric,  the  supposed  fonnder 
of  the  city  of  Oxford,  was  destroyed  by  wolves,  while  huntings 
according  to  the  fiaibulons  legends  of  early  writers. 

Proceeding 


Proceedii^  to  the  bauks  of  Ihe  river  Ism,  we  find,  aft  &e 
feUnce  of  two  miles  from  Oxford^  the  rriiiBi  of  GoD»m>v- 
Mu3iX£RY.     These  mins  partake  little  of  gwtmdcmr.     Tbcsr  m- 
terat  arises  firom  the  impressire  mellowness  bestowed  by  extivBs 
9ge,  aad  the  tender  associated  reoollectioas  which  crowd  «■  iho 
yftatnr's  miod,  and  people  the  dreary  spot  with  the  f  mIii 
actors  in  the  pageant  of  a  remote  day.    The  walks  taken  thvoBsh 
these  now  rode  and  contemned  recesses  by  RoMond,  wh^ 
ycMiliifol,  docile,  and  nnpoliated ;  the  splendid  and  gallant  af- 
ytoachgs  of  the  enamoured  Henry ; — visionary  images  hkc 
glitter  in  the  rye  and  capti\;ile  the  ^cy.     We  then 
the  pale  and  rare* worn  corpse  which  «as  placed  within  the  «: 
an  all  that  remained  of  deluded  bc-aot^* ;  we  recollccl  thU  cvna 
the  ^^lict  of  the  grave  was  denied  to  that  miMrrahle  wnrck  of  lov«- 
fineas;  and  we  learn  that  "  sermons  miiy  indcetl  be  Ummi  in 
floaes/'  and  a  pointed  moral  be  dnwn  from  the  icouldctiag  xelic 
whicL  possesses  little  force  of  pictorisd  attraction. 

Godstow  Xnnnery  was  erected  oo  ground  given  by  i#ha  ds 
8t  John,  toward^the  end  of  the  reign  of  Ueory  I.  by  EAhn* 
•r  Ida,  a  lady  of^Winchester,  who  was  tiie  widow  of  '^  a  kayht, 
h}T  Wiiim  Lanocclne/'^  Dame  £diti;a  became  the  StsI  abbess 
of  tLe  loundation ;  a^d  by  her  was  built  tbtr  clicrch,  a  stmctaif 
dedicated  to  the  VL-gia  Mary  and  SL  John  the  Baptist  in  1 1 J^, 
hy  Al^kander,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  '*  in  the  preseaor/*  says  Dng- 
dah;:,  "  of  King  Stephen,  and  Mand,  the  Qneee,  with  ahnadaac^ 
of  flohslity."  This  pile  appears  to  have  be^a  ac  -.Iject  of  soae 
esteem  and  cofi»e<|nei:ce,  tor  we  bnd  that  "'  a  r^rmcsKS-i^a  of  Utrix 
days  was  granted  to  ail  th'Me  who  vuUled  the  ckurcb  iz  de^otjoo, 
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•  Tide  s  fraaKrpt   from  tre  CtsaitaUry.  «c  Lf£^--B •-  r?"  •  ■  j  hr.-«. 
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m  the  days  of  the  Virgin,  or  St.  Jobn  the  Baptkt.^  At  Mm 
DiMtolation  the  nunnery  was  salved  at  274L  per  ofuiiinfi.  A  e<m» 
aiderable  portion  of  the  habitable  baildingt  remained  till  the  cirat 
war  in  the  rei.^n  of  Charles,  when  It  was  for  m  tune  occopiecl  by 

'  llie  Royalists,  and  was  afterwards  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  this  nunnery  was  placed,  as  a  boarder,  for  the  purpfise  of 
receiving  education,  Rosamond,  the  daughter  of  Walter  Lord 
€iiffi>rd.    The  females  resident  in  this  religbns  house,  aeoordiog 

'  io  Stowe^  were  allowed  considerable  licence.  They  were  eirea 
jpennitted  to  spend  one  day  in  the  year  at  Godstow  Fair;  botit 
mtst  be  remembered  that  fairs,  or  wakes,  were  then  united  wHh 
pions  ceremonials.  Godstow,  in  itself,  was  fertile  In  means  of 
innocent  relaxation.  There  were  numerous  embowered  recenes 
and  inviting  walks.    To  prevent  the  possibility  of  these  become 

'  tog  tedious  through  repetition,  the  foir  devotees  were  aHowed  to 
visit  several  neighbonring  places.  One  of  their  fitvourite  ^Kits 
was  Medley,  a  spacious  building  between  Godstow  and  Oxford. 
This  was  a  choice  secluded  mansion,  on  the  border  of  the  river; 
'and  we  are  told  that  "  much  mirth  passed''  dnring  their  visits. 
Medley  was  not  a  religious  house,  but  it  possessed  an  oratory,  or 
chapel  ;*  and  the  nuns,  it  is  said,  "  had  their  private  devotions 

in 

*  Medley,  before  the  Norman  (.'unquest,  belonged  to  the  burgesses  of  Ox* 
lord,  but  was,  at  a  subsequent  period,  bestowed  by  them  on  Oaney  Abbey* 
"  The  Canons  of  Osney  bniit  rtiere,"  says  Pesbal,  who  dernres  hit  intelligence 
from  Wood,  "  a  very  fair  house,  with  a  little  oratory  or  chapel*  and  madt  it 
serve  as  a  retiruig  place  up  the  water  for  the  abbot."  This  boUdiog  conti- 
nued devoted  to  the  pleasure  of  the  abbot  till  the  Dissolution.  Medlej  was 
uniformly  cnnsidercd  a  desirable  spot  for  relaxation.  Withers,  in  one  of  his 
amntory  poems,  thui  alludes  to  the  charms  of  the  neighbourhood  : 

"  In  summer  time  to  Medley 
My  Love  and  I  would  go. 

The  Boatmen  there  stood  ready  ./ 

My  Love  aud  I  to  rowc. 

For  Cream  there  would  we  call/'  &c. 

There  Is  now  a  solitary  building  on  tha  spot,  which  was  lately  a  bouse  of 
public  entertainment,  but  has  been  Recently  converted  info  a  farOHdweUiog. 
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!•  Mmeroomi  sel  apart  for  them,  if  accident  caased  them  to  atey 
looger  than  ordioary/'  Bnuey  was  likewise  often  fiivonred  with 
their  visits.  Perhaps  early  'historians  have  rather  enlarged  on 
the  circumstances  of  indnlgence  granted  to  these  nnns ;  but  we 
know  that  the  devotees  at  St.  Frideawidt^  were  accostooied  to 
retire  to  romantic  spots  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  for  meditation 
or  .amusement 

It  is  supposed  that  Henry  first  saw  Rosamond  in  1149.  At 
this  time  she. was  not  more  than  fifteen  years  of  age;  and  the 
prince  was  very  young.  If  our  account  of  the  Discipline  of  the 
Nunnery  bear  any  resemblance  to  correctness,  opportnnities  of 
overture  were  abundant.  It  is  probable  that  Henry  softened  the 
fall  of  his  victim  by  promises  of  honourable  retribution :  but  the 
love-promises  of  a  prince  depend  for  performance  on  political 
expediency.  .The  repudiated  Queen  of  France,  Eleanor  of  Gai- 
.  enne,  held  the  >  support  of  a  sceptre  in  her  hand ;  and  the  pre- 
tensions of  ensnared  beauty,  and  subdued  iouoceoce,  weighed 
irivially  on  the  opposite  side. 

As  the  circumstances  attending  Henry's  connexion  with  Ro* 
eanf»nd  were  either  treated  with  indifference,  or  were  studionslj 
thrown  into  shade  by  the  writers  of  that  era,  an  impenetrable 
cloud  of  doubt  Involves  the  whole  afikir ;  but  it  seems  probable 
that  Rosamond  retired  from  the  society  of  her  royal  seducer  soon 
after  he  brooght  bis  queen  to  England.  There  are  reasons  for 
supposing  that  she  returned  to  the  nunnery  in  which  her  hap- 
piest days  had  passed,  and  lived  there,  in  penitence  and  seclusion, 
for  several  years.  The  story  of  her  bcinp^  poisoned  by  Queen 
Eleanor  is  of  modern  fabrication.  Every  writer  near  her  own 
time  describes  her  as  dying  a  natural  death.  It  appears  that 
Henry  shewed  an  undeviating  predilection  for  the  nunnery  which 
had  afibrded  him  early  and  unhallowed  joy.  Bernard  de  St. 
Walery  possessed  the  site  and  advowson  of  Godstow,  and  the 
adjacent  manor  of  Wolvercote.  When  he  had  offended  the  king, 
he  presented  these  as  a  peace-offering ;  and  Henry  immediately 
gave  them  to  the  prioress  and  nuns. 

The 
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The  body  of  Rosamonid  was  interred  by  her  parettU  beCwt  the 
high-altar  at  Godsiow,  and  9  costly  monument  was  erected^  rowrf 
which  lights  were  directed  to  be  kept  continualiy  bamiog.  On 
the  monument  is  said  to  have  been  placed  the  following  qvainft 
epitaph : 

Hic  jicet  in  Tomba  roM  Mundi,  non  rom  M«iiidt» 
Non  Redolet,  sed  olet,  que  rcdolere  solet. 

''  Hugh,  Bishop  of  Lincoln/'  says  Stowe,  "  came,  A.D.  1191, 
to  the  Abbey  of  the  Nuones^  and  when  he  had  entered  the  Chniwk 
to  pray,  be  saw  a  tombe  io  the  Middle  of  the  Quire,  covered  wilb  a 
Pail  of  Silke,  and  set  about  with  Lights  of  Waxe.  And  demand- 
ing whose  Tombe  it  was,  he  was  answered  that  it  was  the  Tomhi 
of  Rosamond,  sometime  Lemman  to  Henry  II.  who,  for  the  Uf« 
of  her,  had  done  much  good  to  Umt  Church."  "  Then,"  quolh 
the  Bishop,  **  take  out  of  this  Place  the  Harlot,  and  bury  hor 
without  the  Church." 

This  severe  command  is  said,  by  all  who  have  mentioned  Ikn 

« 

circumstance,  to  have  arisen  from  a  zeal  of  piety ;  for  Hngh, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  was  esteemed  a  paragon  of  holiness.  Bat  it 
is  generally  more  judicious  to  search  for  a  motive  in  policy,  rather 
than  in  piety,  when  we  regard  the  actions  of  churchmen  at  •• 
distant  a  period.  Geoffrey,  Archbishop  of  York,  the  second  son 
of  Rosamond  by  Ueury,  was  a  patriot  of  the  most  amiable  de- 
scription; and  he  was,  at  this  time,  particularly  obnoxious  in 
Lungchamp,  Bishop  of  Ely,  who  was  c\k\t(  guardian  of  the  realm 
in  the  absence  of  Richard  I.  but  who  was  intent  on  becoming  n 
tyraut  rather  than  a  protector.  Bishop  Hugh  appears  to  have 
been  anxious  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  ruling  power,  by  th«a 
bestowing  unmeasured  obloquy  on  the  remains  of  the  patriot's 
mother. 

When   the  mouldering  body  of  Rosamond,  who   might   be 

thought  to  have  paid  a  last  earthly  atonement  for  pollution,  was 

removed  by  order  of  this  politic  bishop,  it  was  placed,  according 

9  to 
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to  Higden>  in  tbe  Nudb'  Chapter-Home,*  a  boUding  beliefcf 
•till  to  be  remaiiiiug,  and  which  wtU  briefly  claioi  oar  notice. 
But  persecnUon  had  not  yet  done  with  the  aod  that  aupported 
her  head.     At  the  Reformation  her  bonea  were  taken  up,  aod 
ber  tomb  waa  destroyed.    Mr.  AUeo,  of  Glonoester-Hall,  de- 
acribea  this  tomb  as  "  having  on  it  wttrchamgemble  weammgs, 
drawn  oat  and  decked  with  roses,  red  and  green,  and  the  pictnre 
of  the  cup  out  of  which  she  drank  the  poison  gifen  her  by  the 
qiuen,  carved  in  the  stone.''    But  Gongh,  in  aXetter  pnUiabed 
by  him  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,f  aaySj  ^  I  confeaa  myself 
fftrongly  inclined  to  believe  this  was  intended  for  a  cnnt^JUmn, 
such  as  was  frequent  on  the  coffin-lids  of  ecclesiastica ;  and  the 
cup  for  a  chalrce,  as  often  found  thereon.''    Leiaod  nentioB 
''  Rosamundc's  Tumbe,  at  Godstowe  Nunnery,  taken  op  alate," 
as  a  stone,  with  this  inscription,    Tmmha  Rasawumddt;  and 
aays  that  ''  Her  Bonea  were  closid  in  Lead,  and  within  that  the 
Bones  were  closed  iu  Letter  (Leather:)  when  it  was  opened  a 
awete  smell  came  out  of  it."  « 

Rosamond  had  two  sons  by  Kinc^r  Henry— Richard  Longespee, 
or  Lougsword,  (so  called  from  the  sword  he  usually  wore,)  and 
Ctcofibry  Plantagenet,  who  was  elected  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  bat 
was  never  consecrated,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  Archbishop 
of  York. 

Both  were  treated  with  much  consideration  by  their  royal 
folher.  Richard,  the  eldest,  was  married  to  £la,  daughter  and 
heir  of  the  Earl  of  Salisbury. 

**  The  Gods,"  we  are  told  "  of  our  pleasant  vices  make  in- 
airumeuts  to  plague  us."— If  the  assertion  of  the  poet  be  correct, 

and 

*  Hovcdeni  a  writer  of  considerable  preteiiMont  to  credit,  merely  iayt» 
that  whea  the  body  was  removed  it  was  buried  "  ettra  eccktimm  cum  ceterig** 

*  This  Letter-contains  many  curious  particulars,  and  is  accooipaiMtd  by  a 
plate,  from  an  engraving  in  the  possessioa  of  the  Keeper  of  ibe  Bodleiaa 
Library.  The  time  at  which  the  original  engraving  was  made  is  not  kaown^ 
but  it  was  evidently  previous  to  the  civil  wars  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
Vide  Gent.  Mag.  Vol.  XLT.  p.  985. 
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and  heaven  indeed  viisits  the  tmiisgrtssioiis  of  man  in  subluDary 
vengeance,  the  gratification  of  amhttion,  in  his  auptiab  witk 
Eleanor  ofGuiennc,  was  the  "  pleasant  vice"  of  Henry ;  for  ael- 
<Iutii  has  the  patience  of  t  father  been  tried  by  eo  iiDg;raciuus  a 
brood  as  that  which  Bprang  from  the  repudiated  princess  for 
whom  Kosunorid  was  abniiJaued.— The  unnatural  wars  waged 
against  the  king  by  bis  legitimate  sons  are  well  known.— Amid 
Hitsc  dreary  Eccnes  he  whs  solaced  by  the  filial  attachment  and 
unshaken  honour  of  the  child  on  whose  birth  he  had  cast  so  cruel 
a  Bti^ma.  The  Archbishop  of  York,  Henrj-'s  second  son  by 
Rosamond,  fought  for  hira  in  the  field  with  bravery  and  skill, 
and  was  ever  at  hand  to  adniinisler  the  comfort  of  reverent  friend- 
ship to  his  distressed  hours.  This  son  staid  by  him  to  the  tost ; 
and  when  the  aged  kin^  sank  to  death,  quite  heart-broken  by  the 
vindictite  in^-raliludc  of  his  other  thildren,  the  bishop  ottended 
bifl  corpse  to  the  nunnery  of  Funtcrvrault,  and  watched  near  it 
while  it  lay  in  state. 

The  remains  of  Godstow- Nunnery  chiefly  consist  of  ranges  of 
wall  oil  the  north,  sonth,  and  east  sides  of  an  extensive  area; 
and  a  small  building  at  one  angle.  Near  the  western  extremity 
of  the  bigh  north  wall  are  fragments  of  two  buttresses  ;  and  here, 
according  to  tfic  engraving  before- mentioned,  was  formerly  a 
massy  tower,  beyond  nhich  protruded  a  range  of  embattled 
wall,  cumniunieatiug  with  the  principal  entrance.  Over  this  en- 
trance, in  a  lateral  direction,  was  a  lofty  round  tower.  The 
«hief  domestic  buildings,  according  to  the  same  engi-aving,  oc- 
cupied the  western  division  of  the  area,  and  had  a  rang-e  of  clois- 
ters constructed  beneath.  Beyond  these  were  the  kitchen  and 
outhouses,  on  a  spot  now  used  as  garden-ground  by  the  occupier 
of  ft  neighbouring  smalt  house  of  entertaiuuicut,  and  partly  fenced 
towards  the  north  by  the  original  wall.  The  church  was  on  Ibe 
north  side.  A  part  of  the  church  tower  was  slanding  till  within 
these  two  years,  a  venerable  and  interestilig  relic !  It  was  token 
down  by  order  of  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  in  whom  is  vested  the 
property  of  these  curious  memorials  of  distant  times;  and  kis 
:i.  Xli.  2  F  lordship 
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liiTiMHp  used  Ihc  mnleriaU  in  aid  of  a  nc 
linilt  ill  tke  nui^hiurtii;  parish  of  Wjtiiani. 

"The  Niii»l[  biiililJDg  irhich  abuts  on  the  east,  and  rairg«a  aliwg 
the  MUlliem  Hile,  fan  probably  tiie  "  Chapler-liouu"  of  tke 
Nuna.  Tbe  walls  arc  entire.  The  ro-if  in  of  wooil ;  and  some  of 
tlie  rafler-wuri  is  yet  in  fuir  prest-rvtitjoti.  The  chapel  bU 
Mv«ral  wimlow.i,  and  that  at  the  ensi  cuotaiued  tlirer  liglilt; 
bnt  all  ore  atopficd  irji.  There  is  no  p^tYement ;  and  the  eartJi  oB 
lh«  footiii^ta  aa  rough  auU  biltuwy  un  can  be  readily  imagined, 
VarioK  fra^evts  of  liay  and  slraw  itiv  scattcrrd  aboat ;  for  Dm 
atrocttire,  ut  drtferciit  limes,  hits  heed  used  as  a  cow-booM,  ud 
a  stable  for  horses. 

It  is  in  this  builditi^  thiLl  the  reainins  of  RtMamoiiiI  ari-  bulieved 
to  have  been  placed,  vtbea  a  sordid  wunt  of  feeliug  caused  tbcm 
to  be  remov^  from  ihu  choir  of  the  clinnh.  On  liie  north  wall 
•r  the  ebancel,  over  (he  spot  supposed  to  lia*e  been  rormerly 
occupied  by  her  tomh,  is  painted  a  copy  of  tlie  epitaph,  Hk 
jacrt  m  Tumtira  Rasa,  &c.  with  some  English  lines,  in  blsclc 
klter,  (now  hulf  obliterated,)  ridicnluuxly  pr«tejiding  to  be  & 
«opy  of  an  iiisctiptiou  on  her  uioniimeut. 

In  re^fd  to  this  spot  wf  are  enabled  to  menlioa  «  cireira- 
Ktance,  which  may  gratify  curioeily,  if  it  do  not  pocsesi  high 
interest.  Antliony  Wood,  in  a  inemorHndum  preserved  among 
bis  papers  in  the  Ashmolcan  Museum,  appears  to  doubt  whether 
Ihis  building,  the  presumed  chapter-house  of  the  nuns,  had  really 
ever  been  used  as  a  pliice  of  lurij.  A  geutkoiau  of  ChriU 
Church,  Oxford,  attended  by  some  fjiends,  resolved,  a  fev 
nonllia  back,  to  nseertaio  the  litut,  and  we  are  favoured  with  the 
fesult  of  Ilia  investigation.  He  riimoved  llie  earth  from  the  mip* 
posed  Bile  of  Risamond'a  tomb;  and,  ut  the  depth  of  about  four 
feet,  he  csiae  to  a  female  skeleton,  without  any  indication  of  di 
ar  rank,  or  even  the  reiriiinsof  a  coltin.  A  litUe  eastwurd  was  put 
'id  bkelelon.  Thus  is  the  doubt  ruised  by  Aiitliony  Wood 
nlisfactorily  removed.  Bnt  it  Eeems  oliviouK  either  that  the  bi 
of  HouDBond,  tvlien  eoclMod  "  in  lead  and  leatlier,"  were  merely 
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encaseJ^  dhove  g:rou)i<],  io  tbe  frame*WorL  of  an  ^tar'-tomb ;  or 
(which^  perhaps,  is  most  probable,)  that  the  precise  spot  of  bar 
second  sepulture  has  been  improperly  described  by  tradition. 
There  ia  not  tbe  slightest  reason  for  supposing  that  tbe  akeletona 
Ibund  were  those  of  any  other  than  ordinary  nuns. 

The  building  was  divided  by  a  woodeu  screen,  of  which  pnly 
some  small  indications  now  remain*  The  whole  of  the  &brip 
appears  to  have  been  of  rude  workovanship.  Heame  pientiona  an 
*'  old  stone,  lying  in  tbe  chancel,  which  is  said  to  have  been  tl\e 
altar-piece;''  but  this  has  long  since  been  removed,  Grose  was 
shewn,  in  tbe  chapel,  "  a  large  atone  coffin,  pretended  to  ba  that 
'from  which  Rosamond's  bonet*  were  taken ;  it  seemed  to  be  con- 
trived for  two  bodies,  having  been  divide  in  the  middle  by  a 
ridge  of  stone,  running  from  head  to  foot."*  This  is  now  gone 
and  forgotten. 

About  twenty  years  back  a  cut  was  made  for  tbe  purpose  ,of 
accelerating  the  navigation  of  the  Isis.  This  cut  probably  inter* 
lered  with  the  site  of  the  old  church.  Many  atone  coffins  were 
turned  up ;  one  of  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr,  Alderman 
Fletcher,  of  Oxford.  It  appears  that  Walter,  Lord  Cliffi>rd,  and 
his  wife,  M arji^aret,  were  both  buried  at  Godstow. 

On  a  bridge,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  nunnery,  probably  that 
over  the  Isis,  we  are  told  by  Leland  there  was  a  cross  erected, 
with  this  inscription : 

Qui  meat  hue,  nret,  8i<niQinqae  ftalatii  «doret, 
Utquc  sibi  detur  venitni,  RoMuanda,  precetur. 

It  is  observed  by  Gough,  "  that,  if  we  read  tibi  for  sibi,  this 
is  a  prayer  for  Ro8aniond's  soul ;  much  more  probably  than  that 
she  was  to  be  applied  to  as  a  saint,  for  then  we  should  read 
Rosamund  am,"  It  is  likely  that  the  cro3s  was  raised  by  Rosa- 
mond's parents,  promptly  after  her  funeral ;  and  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  piety  of  tlie  age  would  induce  them  to  wish  for 

2  F  2  the 

*  An, engraving,  from  a  drawing  by  Grose,  of  this  very  curious  initance  of 
a  doable  cofBo»  is  inserted  in  Um  Gout.  Mag.  foe  November,  1791. 
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the  prayers  of  all  traveHers^  iu  favour  of  a  remission  of  tiieir 
daughter's  transgressions. 

BiNSEY  is  a  very  small  village,  at  a  short  distance  fron  Ox- 
ford, on  the  damp  level  of  the  Port  Meadow.  Here,  we  are  told, 
that  saintly  virgin,  Frideswide,  constructed  a  church,  with 
*'  watlyn  and  rough-hewn  timber,  to  the  honour  of  St.  Margaret, 
about  the  year  730.  Frideswide,  taking  great  delight  in  the  s(^> 
litary  shades  and  privacy  of  this  neighbourhood,  which  was  tbea 
environed  with  woods,  not  only  built  the  church,  but  also  se- 
veral other  edifices  adjoining,  purposely  that  she,  aud  her  ms- 
ters,  the  nuns  who  lived  with  her  in  Oxford,  might  retire  io 
times  of  distraction  in  the  city.  Binsey  continued  a  cell,  or 
place  of  retirement  for  the  nuns,  in  succeeding  ages,  and  hither- 
to, also,  were  sent  their  more  stubborn  sort,  to  be  punished  for 
crimes  committed  against  the  prior  or  his  brethren,  which  wa« 
commonly  either  by  inflicting  on  them  confinement  in  a  dark 
room,  or  by  withdrawing  from  them  their  usual  repast,  or  the 
like."  ♦ 

The  present  church  is  an  ancient  brick  building,  without  spire, 
or  tower,  and  stands  considerably  remote  from  tlie  village. 

At  the  west  end  was  the  noted  well  of  St.  Margaret,  to  which, 
in  conjunction  with  the  various  reliques  in  tlie  church,  or  chape), 
crowds  of  votaries  came,  in  long  and  weary  pilgrimage.  Several 
priests  dwelt  here,  under  the  appointment  of  the  prior  of  St. 
Fridcswide's,  to  confess  and  absolve  the  devotees  ;  and  it  is  said 
that  Scckicorih,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  (of  w  hie  It 
place  few  traces  now  remainj  contained  twenty-four  inns  for  the 
reception  of  these  pious  travellers.  Over  the  well  was  a  co- 
▼ering  of  stone;  and,  on  the  front,  "  the  picture  of  St.  Fri- 
deswide, pulled  dowu,'^  says  Wood, "  by  Alderman  Sayre,  of  Ox* 
ford,  in  1639." 

The  village  of  Ensham  is  distant  from  Oxford  five  miles,  on 
the  north-west.     Few  villages  in  the  county  ara  adorned  by  more 

pleasing 

*  Pcshall,  spud  Wood. 
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pleasing  circumstances  of  situation.  The  contiguous  scenery 
is  rural,  attractive,  and,  at  several  points,  extremely  picn 
turesque.  The  approach  from  Oxford  is  over  two  stone  bridges, 
the  first  of  which  is  a  handsome  jitructure,  built  by  the  Karl  of 
Abingdon,  across  the  Isis.  The  village  is,  io  itself,  extensive 
and  cbeeiful.  Tlie  church  is  a  handsome  Gothic  edifice;  aaB,  be* 
iween  that  building  and  a  welUendowed  school-house  is  a  cross« 
with  a  taper  shaft  of  conspicuous  beauty. 

.  Eynsham  was  a  place  of  considerable  consequence  in  the  very 
early  periods  of  our  national  history.  From  Camden,  who  faith- 
fully copies  the  Saxon  chronicle,  we  find  that  Cuthwulfe,  the 
Saxon,  was  the  first  who  rested  the  place  firom  the  Britons,  after 
that  important  battle  which  decided  the  fate  of  Mercia.  It  formed 
a  royal  vill,  and  gained  an  accession  of  importance  from  an  ab- 
bey, founded  by  Etiielmar,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  in  the  reign  p(  King 
Ethelrod.  That  king  jCQnfirjned  the  foundation  in  the  year  100«>, 
"  apd  signed,'^  says  Camden,  "  in  the  words  of  the  original,  the 
privilege  of  liberty  with  the  sign  of  the  Holy  Cross/'  King 
Ethelred  continued  to  bestow  much  favour  on  the  place ;  and 
here,  in  the  year  1009,  he  held  a  general  council,  at  which  time 
were  established  many  decrees,  of  consequence  to  the  government, 
both  in  church  and  state. 

Shortly  subsequent  to  the  Conquest,  Rcmigius,  Bishop  of 
Xiiqcoln,  wished  to  append  the  foundation  at  Eynsham  to  the  mo- 
nastery of  Stow,  near  Lincoln ;  but  the  reverse  ultimately  toot 
place,  and  the  monastery  of  Stow,  which  was  founded  and  en- 
dowed by  Godiva,  wife  of  Leofrick,  Barl  of  Chester,  was  an- 
uexed  to  Eynshum  abbey,  as  a  cell. 

This  acquirement,  however,  produced  an  augmentation  of  in- 
fluence, rather  than  of  revenue;  and,  in  1109,  the  building  had 
fallen  into  great  decay.  It  was  repaired  by  Henry  I.  who,  at  the 
same  time,  renewed  the  confirmation  of  its  endowment  and  liber- 
ties. Tiiese  acts  of  royal  favour  appear  to  have  engendered  an 
emulative  spirit  of  liberality,  and  the  donation  in  this  and  several 
succeeding  reigns  were  numerous  and  munificent. 

9T  3  Among 
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Among  the  benefactors  were  Reginald  de  St:  Watery,  wlio, 
"  for  the  health  of  the  souls  of  King  Henry  II.  and  Eleanor  his 
wife,  as  also  for  the  good  estate  of  himself  and  Bemard,  his 
son/'  gave  the  churches  of  Tetbury  and  Legis ;  and  Maud,  the 
empresK,  who  granted  to  the  monks  the  church  of  Combe,  to  which 
John  de  St.  John,  of  Stanton,  was  witness,  who  also  gavii  the 
church  of  Stanton.* 

There  is  a  catalogue  extant  of  the  Abbots,  twenty-eight  in  nnnh- 
ber.  Miles  Salley  i,  the  twenty>sixth  abbot,  being  Bishop  of 
IJandaff,  held  the  abbey  in  commendam,  Anthony  Kitchen  was 
the  last  abbot ;  who,  with  his  prior,  sub-prior,  and  thirteen  monks, 
sabscribed  to  the  king's  supremacy,  and  surrendered  the  abbey 
in  1539,  upon  the  promise  of  an  allowance  of  1351.  6s.  8d.  per 
ann.  He  was  soon  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Bishopric  of 
IJandaff. 

At  the  Dissolution  the  value  was  returned  at  4411.  152s.  2d. 
ob.  9.  per  ann.  Subsequent  to  this  period  the  abbey  site  became 
the  property  of  the  Earls  of  Derby.  After  passing  through  a 
younger  branch  of  that  femily,  it  came  to  a  nephew.  Sir  Edward 
Stanley,  K.  B.  one  of  whose  coheirs  was  Yenetia,  the  wife  of 
SirKenelmDigby,  concerning  whose  beauty  and  accomplishments 
so  much  has  been  heard.  The  only  remains  of  the  building  are  two 
windows,  now  used  as  doorways ;  one  of  which  is  in  the  vicarage 
garden,  and  is  adorned  with  a  coat  of  arms,  and  marked  with  the 
date  1300. 

Among  the  privileges  granted  to  the  monks  of  Eynsham  was 
a  market,  allowed  by  King  Stephen  to  be  held  in  the  village, 

*<ou 

*  AiDons  the  minor  contributinnt  were  certain  quantities  of  £orn,  to  be  paid 
jearl J.  The  prices  of  those  rendered  bj  the  manor  ol  Stokes,  in  this  coaut\ . 
anno  1256«  are  as  follows  : — 

8  Quarters  of  wheat,  at  4ft.  per  quuri«r. 
11  Quarters  of  rnitccilane,  ut  I8d  per  quarter, 
8  Quarters  of  oats,  at  IVd.  per  quarter. 
t  In  1601,  the  prince  of  Wales,  aftfruards  Henry  VIII.  visited  this  al>bor^ 
aC  Ejrntham. 
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•'  mi  vtery  Lord's  dny."  The  Bialiopor  Lincoln,  iu  1230,  |kt- 
wtttei)  liic  "  observarict  of  prnresEioas,  Piiil  other  m>l4>mnitica  nt 
Enstism  charch,  in  ohoditnce  rn  tli«  moDier  cliiircli  at  Lincoln, 
in  Whiteiiii  «eek ;  and  mnny  or  the  Oxtbril  Bcliolara.  repairing 
thitliCT  to  nee  jovikl  doiD;;!<,  «rre  asfunlted  1>y  Uie  country  (reople, 
who  killed  *ome,  and  wouiiJwt  ollicrs."  TUe  bishop,  in  con»e- 
qaence  of  this  Rfiray,  '■  cxcotnmnnicatcd  tku  authors  and  abetter* 
of  the  Hcditinn,  in  all  tlie  clmrcheH  of  Oxforrfsbirf^;  rscltiditig 
them  the  society  uf  all  Christians,  and  Jepriviii-;  them  of  tlie  be- 
nefit of  confession,  till  the  feast  of  St.  Bartholomew," 

Dr.  Plot  mentions  a  ciirion»  "  ancient  custom  of  the  royalty  of 
Enaham,  where  it  was  fbrioerly  allowed  to  the  towns  people,  on 
Whit-Moiidsy,  to  cut  down,  and  briu^  away,  where-ever  the 
oh  tire  h  ward  ens  pleased  to  miirk  il  nut  li\  giving  the  first  chop, 
as  miieh  timber  bh  could  be  druwn  by  men's  hands  into  the  obhey 
yard ;  wlience  if  Ihey  could  draw  it  out  again,  notwithslsnitinf; 
all  the  ImpediffiCntH  which  could  hv  given  the  cart  by  the  wrvaMs 
of  the  abbey,  (and,  since  that,  by  the  family  of  the  Inrd,)  it  wtw 
then  (heir  own,  and  wetil.  in  part  at  lesst,  to  the  reparation  of 
their  church."  This  custom  remained  in  foreo  till  the  latter  part 
of the  17th  century. 

The  Hchool  ill  this  villnijo  won  Tnunded  by  John  Bartholomew, 
and  is  endowed  for  the  inalrnetion  of  twt4¥e  poor  boys,  one  of 
whom  is  anmially  apprenticed. 

John  Roffcrs,  D.  D.  was  horn,  in  the  year  1670,  al  Eynsham, 
of  which  parish  his  fatlitr  was  vtcar.  He  received  the  early 
put  of  education  at  Kew  College  School,  Oxford  ;  and  was  af- 
terwards schnlai  niid  fellow  of  CorpoH  Christi  CoUe^.  His  first 
ehnrr^h  preferment  was  the  vicarage  of  Bucklnnd,  in  Berkshire. 
(nl7l3  he  was  choi^en  lecturer  of  Si,  Clement's  Danes,  Lon- 
don ;  and,  soon  alter,  of  the  united  pnrislies  of  Christ  Church, 
and  St.  LennardV.  Foster  Lane.  In  1T16  lie  resigned  his  feU 
towship,  and  married  the  Houonrablc  Lydia  Hare,  sister  to  Lord 
Colereine.  who  had  been  his  popil  in  the  University,  lljsiiiib' 
fMjnent  perfementc  in  the  church  wcrr;  various,  and  he  wia 
2  F  4  ■honly 
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Bliortly  appointed  chaplain  to  tlic  prince  of  Waks.  lie 
cliiefty  at  Wtiiigloii,  in  SomerBCtsliire,  llic  rectory  hmise  uf  which, 
parisli  lie  rebuilt.  His  last  prcfermutit  wan  to  tlie  valuftble 
living  of  St.  Giles,  Cripplegate,  to  wliicli  he  was  presented  by 
the  iltan  and  cliapltr  uf  St.  Paul's.  He  died,  in  his  fitlielli 
yuar,  iji  Iviuilon,  May  I,  1720,  having  prcaclii:il  at  cnurl,  as 
king's  chaplaio,  only  a  few  daya  before.  A  hundsome  niarbla. 
moiiumeut  was  erected  to  his  meniory,  iu  Eynaham  diutch,  by  his, 
widow. 

His  chief  work  is  "  A  Discourse  concenung  the  niaible  and  in- 
'    viaible  Church."     For  this  performance  the  University  of  OxiirJ 
ooufened  on  bim  the  degree  of  D.  D.  by  diploma. 

He  also  published  a  series  of  sernious  oii  the  neccsaily  of  a  Di- 
vine revelation  ;  and  "  reasons  against  conversion  to  tlie  cliurch 
ef  Rome,  in  a  letter  to  his  gnardian,  a  late  convert  to  that  cburcfa, 
by  a  student  in  the  temple." 

Stanton  Harcudht  in  three  miles  from  Eyosham,  od  the 
BOiith-weaL  We  aie  indebted  for  many  particulars  conceruing 
this  place  to  an  accuiiiit  written  by  the  late  Earl  Harcourt,  and 
printed  for  private  ancommoJation,  though  never  regularly  pub- 
lished. The  manor  has  been  in  the  po^sessiou  of  the  Uarcouri 
family  for  upwards  of  six  cenluries.  It  was  granted  by  A(lcl)u, 
the  second  Uueen  of  Henry  I.  to  her  kinswoman,  Milicent,  wife  of 
Diehard  de  Camvil,  whose  daughter  lutbel  married  Robert  da 
UafCourt. 

Tbe  estate  waa  held  of  the  Crown  by  the  following  service  ; 
"  The  !«rd  of  Stanton  Harcourt  must  find  four  browsers  in 
Woodstock  park,  in  Winter  time,  when  the  snow  shall  happen  I9 
fall,  and  tarrye  for  the  apace  uf  two  dfiys;  and  so  to  liud  the 
eaid  browsers,  there  browsing,  m)  long  as  the  snow  doth  lyc; 
every  hrowscr  to  hnve  to  his  lodging  every  night,  one  billet 
of  wood,  the  IcDgtIi  of  his  axe  helve,  and  that  to  carry  to  his 
lodging  upon  the  ed|;c  of  his  axt.  And  the  king's  bailiff  of  the 
demesnes,  or  the  hundred'of  Wootton,  coming  to  give  warning 
Jbr  the  S4id  browsers,  shall  blow  hia  hoi^  at  the  gate  of  the  a 
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nor  of  StantoH  Harcourt,  and  then  the  said  bailifT  to  haye  a 
caste  of  bread,  a  gallou  of  ale,  and  a  piece  of  beef^  of  the  Maid  lonTj^ 
and  the  said  lord,  or  other  for  the  time  being,  to  hare  of  cnslbBi 
yearly  out  of  the  said  parke,  on^  back  in  aammer,  and  one  doe' 
in  vinter."  The  lord  of  Stanton  Harconrl  was,  likewise,  to  make,' 
rear,  and  carry  the  grass  growing  in  a  certain  meadow  within  M 
park  of  Woodstock.  .       : 

Jhe  ancient  family  of  Harconrt  chiefly  resided  on  this  manmr 
till  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  ceotory,  and  some  curi9iii 
fragments  of  a  mansion  constructed  by  them  at  a  very  eaiiy 
period  are  still  in  existence.  These  consist  of  tlie  porter's  lodged 
^e  kitchen,  with  some  few  adjoining  rooma;  and  the  doraosUe 
chi^l. 

.  The  porter's  lodge  is  the  most  modern  part  On  either  side 
of  the  gate  are  the  arms  of  Harcourt^  impaling  Darrell :  a  proof 
that  the  gate  was  erected  by  Sir  Simon  Harcoiprt,  who  died  in 

1647. 

The  kitchen  is  on  a  constraction  of  which  we  have  only  one 

more  example  remaining  in  England;  the  kitchen  formerly  ap» 
pertaining  to  the  abbey  of  Glastonbury.  The  walls  are  three 
feet  thick.  '*  Below,  tlie  room  is  nothing  bnt  a  large  square,  and 
octangular  above,  ascending  like  a  tower;  the  fires  being  made 
against  the  walls,  and  the  smoke  climbing  np  them,  without 
any  tunnels,  or  disturbance  to  the  cooks  ;  which,  being  stopped 
by  a  large  conical  roof  at  the  top,  goes  out  at  loop-holes,  on 
every  side,  according  as  the  wind  sits;  the  loop-holes  at  itm 
side  next  the  wind  being  shut  with  (ailing  doors,  and  the  ad- 
verse side  opened.  Thus,''  says  Plot,  "  one  may  truly  call 
it  either  a  kitchen  within  a  chimney,  or  a  kitchen  without  one." 
The  date  at  which  this  building  was  6rst  erected  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  supposed  to  have  be^  repaired  about  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.  at  which  time  the  present  windows  were  probably  inserted. 
The  height  of  the  walls  to  the  bottom  of  the  roof  is  39  feet  Th^ 
foof  rises  25  feet  in  the  centre. 
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Tbe  few  adjoining  rooms  possess  no  circnmstaiicc  of  interest, 
and  are  at  present  inhabited  by  the  family  of  a  farmer. 

The  principal  apartments  *  stood  between  tlie  kitchen  and  the 
iomestie  chapel.  One  of  these  was  called  the  Queen's  Ckam" 
her,  from  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Bohemia,  who  was  entertained 
with  much  splendour  in  this  mansion.  Sir  Philip  Harcourt  waa 
the  last  of  the  family  who  resided  at  Stanton  Harcourt.  The 
estate  was  settled  in  jointure  on  his  widow.  This  lady  iiisposed 
•f  the  furniture,  by  sale,  in  1688,  and  saflei-ed  the  buildings  to 
decay  through  neglect.  Many  of  the  principal  rooms,  howerer, 
were  not  taken  down  till  about  half  a  century  back. 

The  domestic  chapel,  with  a  cliamber  over  part  of  it,  and  a 
•iower,  containing  three  apartments  one  above  the  other,  each 
thirteen  feet  square,  is  likely  to  endure  for  many  years.  Th€ 
lower  part  lias  a  flat  wooden  ceiling,  composed  of  squares, 
with  red  and  yellow  moaldings.  The  painte<l  ground  is  bine, 
with  gilded  stars  in  the  middle  of  each  compartment.  The  win- 
dows were  formerly  filled  with  stained  glass,  containing  armorial 
bearings. 

The  tower  is  thought  to  have  been   erected  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.  tliough  the  arch  of  the  largest  window  rather  re- 
sembles the  style  which  prevailed  in  the  time  of  Honry  VII.  The 
upper  room  in  this  tower  yet  retains  the  name  of  Popt^s  Study, 
That  poet  passed  a  part  of  two  summers  in  the  ilcsertcd  mansion 
of  Stanton  Harcourt,  while  cnga£»ed  in  Iranslatinii   Hoiiirr.     His 
noble  friends,  the  proprietors  of  the  domain,  reside d^  meantime, 
at   the    more   cheerful   neighbouring    Kcat,    termed    Cock  thorp. 
There  Go// was  their  inmate ;  and  he  was  nearly  tlic  only  per- 
son whe  presumed  to  bi-eak  occasionally  Ou  the  i;:reat  transla- 
tor's retirement.     On  a  pane  of  red  staintxl  glass,  in  one  of  thp 

case^menls 


*  The  description  j^ivcn  of  this  nncieut  manor  housv  b^'  Fopc,  in  a  letter 
written  from  ^iHUloij  i(»  the  Diike  of  Iiuckini;]»am,  is  syv'^  Lord  Harcoun, 
'•incorrect  inncnrly  everv  pHrticuIar.  ub  njiiv  be  iccn  I»y  m\\  i.xi'l.n^'  plan." 
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casements  of  his  romantic  retreat.  Pope  placed  the  following  i»*  ' 
Bcription : — 

In  the  ^ear  1718, 
Alexander  Pope 
Finished  here 
The  fifth  vulume  of  Homer. 

This  pane  of  glass  is  now  preserved  at  Naneham  Courteoay,  at 
an  interesting  relique. 

The   Church  is  a  spacious  and   liandsoroe  huilding,  of  tke 
cruciform  character.      The  windows    in  the  lower  part  of  the 
tower  are  of  Saxon  architecture ;  those  in  the  upper  division  are 
of  a  much  more  recent  date.     The  principal  entrance  is  by  a 
round-headed  arch ;   on  ope  side  of  which  is  a  small  stone  re- 
ceptacle for  Holy  Water.     At  a  small  distance  is  another  door« 
used  by  the  women  only  ;  as^  from  a  custom  of  immemorial  stand* 
ing,  they  ncvcc  pass  through  the  same  entrance  with  the  men.* 
The  nave  is  evidently,  from  the  occurrence  of  rouud-headed  win- 
dows, a  part  of  the  original  structure ;  the  other  divisions  of  the 
building  are  chiefly  of  a  later  date.     The  windows  iu  the  chancd 
are  all  of  a  slender  lancet  shape. 

The  church  contains  several  ancient  brasses.  Uuder  an  arcb« 
in  the  south  wall  of  the  chancel,  is  the  tomb  of  Maud,  daughter 
of  John  Lord  Grey  of  Rotheriield,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Har* 
court,  who  died  in  the  17th  of  Richard  II.  On  the  tomb  is  her 
effigies,  in  the  costume  of  that  age.  Amoog^several  memoriai% 
unconnected  with  the  Harcourts,  is  the  mural  monument  of  Robert 
Huntingdon,  and  his  son.  Esquires,  with  a  poetical  epitaph^  by 
Congreve,  by  no  means  remarkable  for  felicity  of  thought  or  «lf 
gancc  of  expression. 

Annexed  to  fhe  south  wall  of  tho  chancel  is  the  burial-chapel 


^  I  am  not  aware  that  a  ctistom  like  this  ii  retained  among  persons 
ettablithed  church  in  any  other  parish.    ]t  will  be  recollected  thnt,  by 
«f  the  canons  of  the  Popish  chwrch,  lenalet  wert  excluded  the  chAiicd.     •^i} 
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of  the  Uarcourt  family^  an  orimmciiled  Gothic  haildiog,  probably 
of  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  Under  the  east  window,  where  the 
altar  formerly  stood,  is  a  large  monument  of  marble  and  alabaster, 
witli  gilding,  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Philip  Harcourt,  and  his  first 
wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Waller,  the  Parliamentarian 
general. 

}•■  On  the  sonth  side  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Robert  Harcourt  and 
his  wife  Margaret.  This  Sir  Robert  was  slain  by  the  Stafibrds 
of  the  Lancastrian  party,  in  1471.  He  is  represented  '*  in  his 
hair;  a  gorget  of  mail,  and  plated  armour,  strapped  at  the  elbows 
and  wrists;  a  large  hilted  sword  on  the  left,  and  a  dagger  on  the 
right,  the  belt  charged  with  oak  leaves.  Shoes  of  scaled  armour; 
the  order  of  the  garter  on  the  left  leg ;  and,  over  all,  the  mantle  of 
the  order,  with  a  rich  cape  and  cordon. 

•'  His  lady  is  in  the  Teiled  head«dress,  falling  back;  has  a 
mantle^  a  stfrcoat,  and  a  cordon ;  long  sleeves,  fastened  in  a  singu- 
lar manner  at  the  wrists  ;  and  the  garter,  with  the  motto  in  em- 
bossed letters,  above  the  elbow  of  the  left  arm  * ;  her  feet  are 
partly  wrapped  np  in  her  mantle.'' 

Facing  this  monument  is  that  of  Sir  Robert  Harcourt,  grand- 
son of  the  persons  last  commemorated.  He  was  standard  bearer 
to  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  afterwards  Henry  VII.  at  the  battle 
of  Bosworth,  and  was  created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by  his 
successful  patron.  His  effigies  arc  sculptured  in  plated  armour. 
On  the  front  of  the  monument  are  four  monks  in  black,  and  two 
angels,  holding  each  a  shield.  A  red  rose,  at  the  head,  per- 
petuates the  adherence  of  Sir  Robert  to  the  House  of  Lan- 
caster. 

Not  far  distant  is  a  large   mural   monument,   adorned   with  - 
fiowers,   to  the   memory   of  Simon,   only    sou   of  Simon,  first 

Viscount 

•  There  aroionly  three  cxaniple«  of  the  garter  being  placed  on  tlie  cfTigics 
of  a  female.  One  of  these  we  have  noticed  at  Ewelm  ;  but  the  Ducheu  of 
Safiblk  wean  the  garter  shortly  above  the  wrist*.  The  third  instance  is  Coin 
stance,  wife  of  Sir  John  Grey,  who  was  ibas  represented  on  her  tonib  in  tbt 
collegiate  clitfrch  of  Su  Catbfkrine,  near  the  Tower  of  London. 
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Viscount  Harcourt.   On  the  tablet  is  an  inscription  in  Latin^ 
posed  by  Dr.  Freind ;  below  which  are  the  well-known  lines  by 
Pope. 

After  quitting  the  costly  records  of  departed  greatness,  oar 
notice  is  attracted  by  a  simple  monumental  tribute  to  a  yoathfal 
pair,  in  humble  life,  whose  story  created  much  interest  at  Um 
time  of  tlieir  decease.  On  the  outside  of  the  south  wall  is  a  tablet 
to  the  memory  of  John  Hewit^  and  Sarah  Drew,  who  were  killed 
by  livrhtuing  on  "  the  last  day  of  July,  1718,"  The  tablet  is 
honoured  with  this  inscription  by  Pope : 

Think  not  by  ri;^'rou$judgmcnt  seixM, 

A  pair  so  failhfui  could  expitc  : 
Victims  so  pure  Hcav'nsaw  well  (liei^M, 

AndsnatchM  them  in  celestial  fire. 

Live  well,  and  fear  ixi  sudden  fat«  f 

When  God  calls  virtue  to  (he  gravr« 
Alike  'tis  justice,  soon  or  late, 

Mercy  alike  to  kill  tir  save. 
Virtue  unmov'd  can  hear  the  call, 
And  face  the  flash  that  roc  Its  the  bail. 

In  a  letter,  written  by  Gay,  this  melancholy  event  is  thas  de- 
scribed:—" John  llewet  was  a  well-set  man,  of  about  twenty- 
five.  Surah  Drew  might  be  called  comely  rather  than  beautiful, 
and  was  about  the  same  age.  They  had  passed  through  the 
various  labours  of  the  year  together,  with  the  greatest  satisfao* 
tioii.  Their  love  was  the  talk  of  the  whole  neighbourhood,  for 
scandal  uever  aflirmed  that  they  had  any  other  views  than  the  law* 
ful  possession  of  eacli  other  in  marriage.  It  was  that  very  morn- 
ing that  they  had  obtained  tlie  consent  of  her  parents,  and  it  was 
but  till  the  next  week  that  they  had  to  wait  to  be  happy. 

"  Perhaps,  in  the  interval  of  their  work,  they  were  now  talking 
of  their  wedding  clothes,  and  John  was  suiting  several  sorts,  of 
poppies  and  field  flowers  to  her  complexion,  to  choose  her  a  hat 
for  the  wedding-day.    While  they  wtre  thus  busied  (it  was  be- 

S  tween 
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tvccn  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon)  the  doadi  §nm  Vtu3k;wai 
■■eh  a  storoi  of  lightning;  and  thunder  enased  th^l  all  the  bhoar- 
cn  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  what  shelter  the  trees  and  hcdgea 
aianled.  Sarah  was  frighted,  and  fell  down  in  a  swwos  mt  m  heap 
•f  barley.  John/who  aerer  separated  from  her,  aat  down  by  Imr 
aide,  having  raked  together  two  or  three  heapa,  the  better  to  ae- 
cue  her  from  the  storm. 

**  Immediatdy  there  was  heard  ao  krad  a  enck,  ■■  if  he^fcm 
had  split  asander  I  Every  one  was  now  solicitoaa  Ibr  the  aaiety 
of  his  neighbour ;  and  they  called  to  one  another  thnrnglMMil  the 
field.  No  answer  being  returned  to  those  who  called  to  oar 
bvers,  they  stepped  to  the  place  where  they  lay.  They  pereeiYed 
the  barley  all  in  a  smoke,  and  then  spied  the  fiuthlnl  pair,  John 
with  one  arm  about  Sarah's  neck,  and  the  other  held  OTer  fcer  as 
if  to  screen  her  from  the  lightning.  They  were  struck  dead,  and 
stiffened  in  this  tender  posture.  Sarah's  left  eye-brow  was  singed^ 
and  there  appeared  a  black  spot  on  her  breast.  Her  lover  was  all 
over  black ;  hut  not  tlie  least  signs  of  life  were  found  in  either. 
Attended  by  their  melancholy  companions  they  were  conveyed 
to  the  town,  and  next  day  were  interred  in  Stanton  Harannt 
church  yard." 

In  tlie  neighbourhood  of  Stanton  Harcoort  are  three  large  iio- 
■nmental  stoned,  known  by  the  name  of  the  DeviPs  Coiis. 
These, Warton,  in  his  history  of  Kiddiiigton,  supposes  were  erected 
to  commemorate  a  battle  fought  near  Baropton,  between  the 
British  and  the  Saxons,  in  the  year  614;  on  which  occasion  the 
Saxon  princes  Cynegils  and  Cwhicelon  slew  a  great  number  of 
the  British.  At  a  short  distance  was  a  ban'ow ;  but  this  is  now 
destroyed. 

The  parish  of  Cogoes  claims  notice  in  this  hundred,  al- 
though its  lower  division  is  not  more  than  one  cpiarter  of  m 
mile  distant  from  the  town  of  Witney.  Cogges  was  the  head 
^  the  Bwrtmy  of  Arsic.  The  Arsic  family  flourished  here  for 
several  ages ;  and  Manasser,  one  of  the  Lords  of  that  hoose 
fMnded  an  alien  priory  of  black  monks^  which  was  dissolved, 

7  among 


cmong  vtlvcr  KiiDilar  foundatioiiH,  iu  ilie  reign  of  Hcor}'  V.  Im 
the  39lh  of  Henry  III.  the  two  dau.!>:Iiten^  and  heira  of  Robert 
de  Anic»  the  buit  lord^  passed  away  tlieir  paternal  iaheritaaea 
to  Walter  Gray,  Archbishop  of  York.  The  manor  of  Coggea  mm 
afterwards  vested  if  the  Greys  of  Botherfiold,  and  was  nsaally 
settled  on  tlie  wives  of  that  braach  of  the  family*  as  a  part  oC 
joiatnre.  It  then  came  to  the  Levels,  and  was  enjoyed  by  thcaa 
till  the  forfeiture  of  the  properly  appertaining  to  their  boase,  ia 
consequence  of  the  attainder  of  Francis  Lord  Lovely  in  the  tintf 
«f  Henry  VIL 

Ir  the  reign  of  James  L  William  Pope,  Eari  of  Dowdc,  built  a 
mansaoD  on  the  site  of  the  Priory.  Some  part  of  this  structure  is 
now  remaining,  a  little  eastward  of  the  charch,  and  is  occupied  at 
a  fiurm- house. 

The  church  is  a  humble  Gothic  building,  supposed  to  have 
beeo  raised  by  the  Greys  of  Rolberfield.  ^t  the  west  end  is  ax 
octangular  turret,  with  a  conical  roo6ng  of  tiles.  On  the  north 
of  the  chancel  is  the  burial-place  of  the  Blake  family,  parted 
from  the  church  by  wooden  screen- work.  One  side  of  this  partitiet 
has  been  irreverently  placed  so  as  completely  to  cut  in  two  as 
enrobed  figure,  recumbent  on  an  altar  tomb.  Both  on  the  inner 
and  outer  siJeH  of  the  entrance,  is  the  resemblance  of  a  skull,  sur* 
rounded  by  a  cbaplet  of  evergreen. 

DITCHLEY. 

This  seat  is  five  miles  from  the  town  of  Woodstock,  on  th^ 
north-west  About  the  reign  of  James  I.  the  family  of  Lee  ac- 
quired possessiou  of  this  manor  aud  its  attached  mansion.  Thei^ 
principal  residence  had  hitlierto  been  at  Qirareudon,  in  Bucks  - 
but  they  shortly  quitted  that  neitrhbourhood,  and  fixed  at 
Ditchley.  Sir  Francis  Henry  Lee,  the  second  Baronet  of  the 
family,  died  here,  about  1641;  and  Aune,  bis  widow,  married 
Henry  Wilmot,  Viscount  Athlooc,  aad  Earl  of  Rochester,  the 

celebrated 
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•debnited  loyalist  That  nobleman  resided  al  Ditcbley,  lb  riglif 
of  his  wife,  and  at  this  seat  was  4M>ni  his  son,  the  witty  bnt  91- 
latored  earl,  who  closed  his  brief  career  at  the  High  Lodge  in 
Woodstock  Park.  Sir  FVaocis  Henry  Lee,  the  younger  sotf  of 
Anne,  Countess  of  Rochesto*,  by  her  former  budiand,  wan  ftther 
of  the  first  Earl  of  Litchfield.  The  mansion  was  rebuilt  by  the 
older  brother  of  the  last  earl,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Lord 
Viscooni  Dillon,  but  is  occipied  by  the  Earl  of  Ormond  aad 
Ossory. 

The  architect  employed  at  Ditchley  was  Gibbs,  and  this  honoe 
has  been  considered  the  best  of  his  performances.  In  point  of 
internal  arrangement  he  is  entitled  to  considerable  praise;  bnt,  in  a 
costly  and  extensive  mansion,  we  look  also  for  striking  splendonr 
of  outward  effect;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  discoTcr  this  in  the 
building  of  Ditchley.  The  house  is  entered  by  a  moderate  flight 
of  stone  steps,  with  a  balustrade,  and  large  vases  on  etch  side. 
The  body  of  the  structure  is  weighty ;  with  many  yaaca,  and 
two  statues,  on  the  coping.  On  each  side  is  a  massy  sqoara 
wing,  which  is  joined  to  the  main  building  by  a  low  pieee  of 
masonry,  so  evidently  constructed  ouly  as  a  line  of  nniow  that 
it  detracts  from  the  conse<|uence  of  tlie  whole,  and  forces  us  to 
regard  the  unomamented  wings  as  separate  elevations. 

On  entering  the  mansion,  we  discover  the  Hali  to  bo  a  fine 
and  spacious  room,  embellished  with  great  labour  and  expense. 
No  opportunity  of  decoration  is  lost.  Curving  and  gilding  Kcem 
to  have  bestowed  their  utmost ;  and  the  more  grateful  efforts  of 
the  pictorial  art  are  also  liberally  interspersed.  The  ceiling  is 
painted  by  Kent,  with  representations  of  the  heathen  gods  and 
goddesses;  and,  worked  into  the  costly  compartments  of  tlie 
sides,  are  Venus  giving  the  arms  to  iEneas,  and  Venus  meeting 
iEneas  in  the  Wood.  Over  the  chimney  is  a  portrait  of  Henry, 
second  Earl  of  Litchfield,  by  Akerman.  Even  the  settees  in  thn 
room  of  entrance  are  richly  carved  and  gilt.  We  are  authorised 
in  supposing  that  the  character  *of  a  hall  is  intended  to  be  in* 
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dicative  of  that  of  the  more  important  apartments.  It  would  be 
truly  injudicious  if  the  eye  were  conducted  to  simplicity  in  the 
interior,  after  viewing  splendour  at  the  portal.  Accordingly  wc 
find  that  the  whole  suite  of  principal  rooms  is  highly  orna- 
mented; but  the  most  interesting  circumstances  of  embellishment 
consist  in  the  numerous  portraits  here  preserved ;  anc^to  these  we 
shall  chiefly  confine  our  attention. 

In  the  Breakfast  Room,  among  other  paintings,  are  Reubens^ 
his  wife  and  son,  hunting ;  the  figures  by  Reubens,  the  animals 
by  Scheighers.  This  is  a  large  picture,  replete  with  energy  and 
fire.  The  figure  of  the  son,  who  is  in  the  act  of  strikiug  with  a 
boar-spcar,  is  displayed  with  admirable  skill. 

A  shooting  piece,  in  which  is  introduced  the  late  Earl  of  Litch- 
field,  by  Woottou. 

Two  full  length  portraits  of  ladies,  by  Paul  Veronese. 

The  Dining  Room  is  wainscotted,  and  adorned  with  numerous 
portraits.    We  select  the  following  for  notice  :— 

Charles  I.  by  Vandyke.  The  Prince  of  Wales  (Charles  II.)  a 
child  in  petticoats  by  his  knee. 

Henry  VIII.  a  highly  finished  whole  length,  supposed  by 
Holbeiu. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Waters,  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  an  unattired 
infant,  partly  resting  on  a  table,  und  playfully  assisted  by  her 
arms. 

Sir  Christopher  Ilatlon,  by  Cornelius  Ketel;  a  full  length. 
The  form  not  remarkable  for  ease  or  grace^  nor  the  countenance 
for  manly  character. 

Sir  Henry  Lee,  with  the  dog  that  saved  his  life,  by  John- 
eon.  The  figure  expressive  of  vigorous  old  age;  a  leathern 
cloak  thrown  over  the  shoulders.  The  head  and  neck  of  the 
dog,  a  large,  and  as  it  would  appear,  not  a  very  comely  animal, 
are  the  only  parts  introduced  to  the  picture.  On  a  corner  of  the 
canvas  is  the  following  inscription: 
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More  Faithful  than  fawmred, 

tleaion  in  mtn  cannot  effect  soch  Iotc, 
As  nature  doth  in  them  that  reason  want : 

Ulj'sses  true  and  kind  hit  dog  did  prove, 
When  Faith  in  belter  fricndi  vrai  Tety  scant. 

My  travels  for  my  friends  have  been  as  tme, 

Tho'  not  as  far,  as  fortune  did  bin  bear; 
No  friends  my  Love  and  Faith  divided  knew, 
Tho*  neither  this  nor  that  once  cquall'd  were. 
But  in  niy  dog,  wliereof  I  made  no  store, 
I  find  more  love  than  them  I  trusted  more. 


The  story  connected  with  the  above  piece  is  thas  related : 
*'  A  servant  had  formed  a  design  to  rob  the  house,  and  to  mar' 
der  his  master.  But,  ou  the  night  this  project  was  intended  to 
be  put  in  execution,  the  dog,  thongh  no  favourite,  nor  indeed  ever 
before  taken  notice  of  by  his  master,  accompanied  him  np  stairs, 
crept  under  the  bed,  and  could  not  be  driven  away  by  the  attend- 
ant; when  at  length.  Sir  Henry  ordered  him  to  be  left;  and,  in 
the  dead  of  night,'  the  treacherous  servant,  entering  the  room  to 
execute  his  design,  was  instantly  seized  l^  the  dog  \  and,  on  being 
secured,  confessed  his  intention.'^ 

The  Green  Paper  Drawing  Room  htis  a  chimney-pteee  of 
ponderous  construction,  but  of  finely  variegated  marble.  Among 
the  paintings  are  portraits  of  Admiral  Lee,  brother  to  the  second 
Earl  of  I/itclitield ;  and  of  the  Duchess  of  Cleveland.  Tho  latter 
piece  is  by  Sir  Peter  Lely,  and  represents  a  woman  of  small  sta- 
ture, encumbrred  with  a  'large  hoop.  She  is  in  mourning  attire, 
richly  interspersed  with  lace- work. 

In  this  rouin  is  a  handsome,  and  ver^r  large,  China  bowl,  pre- 
sented by  Charles  II.  to  the  first  Countess  of  Litchfield. 

The  Tapestry  Drawing  Room  is  of  moderate,  but  pleasing, 
proportions ;  and  the  whole  apartment  possesses  an  attractive  air 
of  warmth  and  comfort.    Two  sides  are  oorered  with  tapestry, 
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inting  a  vinte^e;  and  Apollo,  the  Muses,  and  Ihc  God« 
and  Goddesses  sitting  at  table.  The  executian  or  botli  diviaiuns 
is  far  from  excellent.  Among  several  portraits  in  thJB  rootn  are. 
Sir  Francifi  Lee,  Ijy  Vandyke,  in  his  happiest  style.  The 
subject  is  represented  in  a  robe  of  satin,  sitting-  on  a  bank,  be- 
neath the  shHter  of  a  tree.  T<ii>  lace  i«  youthfjl,  and  full  «f 
cbaracter.  The  drapery  very  good,  and  the  lighta  and  shades 
finely  disposed. 

Lady  Rochester,  by  Sir  Peter  Leiy.  As  thia  lady  was  by 
no  means  eminent  for  beauty,  she  was  unfuilunate  in  perpe- 
tuating hi:c  character  of  form  during  the  prevalence  of  a  sya- 
tem  of  exposure.  The  bosotn  is  pressed  upwards,  by  the  dreas, 
ID  the  unpfeasiiig  manner  usual  with  modern  timea,  and  if  poi- 
■ible  with  still  less  delicacy. 

Sir  Henry  Lee,  in  the  robes  of  the  garter ;  a  full  length, 
by  Johiunn.  The  face  venerable  and  interesting.  The  hands, 
which  are  shrivelled  in  age,  extremely  well  executed. 

The  cniling  of  the  Saloon  is  ornamented  with  stucco  work, 
and  the  sides  aie  occupied  by  embellithmcnts  of  the  same  de- 
scription. Thf-ie  are  two  modern  huati  in  thi»  room,  toge- 
ther with  an  antique  stitue  of  Hygeia.  The  windows  command 
pleasing  views  over  the  attached  grounds,  eulirened  by  twt 
bidhU  decorative  buildings. 

The  Green  Dtanaak  Drawing  Room  is  not  large,  but  of  t, 
moct  inviting  aspoct.     A  landscape  by  Wootton  is  worked  lot*' I 
the  ornaments  which  surmount   the    beautiful  chimney-piece  of'l 
statuary  marble.     Among  the  pictures  are, 

A  Sleeping  Venus  and  Painter,  by  Titian. 

The  Angel  ftabriel,  by  tiuido.     Replete  with  Ihe  elegancaoftl 
conception  and  delicacy  of  coloaring  so  conspicuous  in  aanj' of 


h\^ 
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Sir  Francis  Drake.  A  ring  hanging  froDi  hi*  neck  by  ». 
scarlet  cord.  Through  the  ring  is  puied  the  Ihnmb  «r  bia 
lea  hand. 

Tbe  Urtat  Drawing  Room  is  about  37  l«t  in  length,  by  26 
SG  3  ^ 
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in  Vidth,      Tlie   c«i1ti)g    aud   sides    ur«   abiiudantlj' 
with  carving  and  gilding,    on  a  white  (p-ound.      TIte    fornilnt 
and  curtains  are  crimson.    A  Undscajte,  \iy  Woottou,  ia  inant- 
ci  in  the  ornamcnt'J   above  the  chioioey-fiiece.     This  n 
BflorDed  with  sMse  fine  whole-knglk  PortmilB,  by  Sir 
Loly  : 

Charles  II.  eilliiig  in  a  diair  or  stale,  with  his  aoi 
sceptre  on  a  tible.     The  display  of  this  piece  ia  very  atciktai; 
and  much  superior  to  that  usually  elfecleil  by  Loly. 

The  DucJtexs  of  Cleveland. 

Clwrlolte  Pitzroy,  first  Countess  of  Litchfield,  and  atnei 
dauBrliter  of  Charles  II.  by  the  Duchess  of  Cleveland.  A  (tar- 
trait  of  rauch  character.  Robes  loosely  throu  n  over  the  forin,  u 
as  to  produce  an  appearance  of  ease,  emulalive  of  (ircciaij  Ircv- 
dom,  and  Guperior  to  all  vicissitudes  of  fasbioii.  No  master,  «iio 
wisbn  bit  wofka  to  descend  in  a  fair  light  to  posterity,  aliurid 
neglect  Ibia  practice  where  it  ia  attainable. 

The  Duke  of  GraOon.  brother  to  Udy  Charlotte  Fitzroy. 

The  h'<iDt,'inga  of  the  ftpartment  termed  the  Vchet 
■  bn;  are  of  Genoa  velvet,  brought  to  England  by  Adoiiral 
The  baais  of  these  fine  liangingH  is  green  satin,  m  whioli 
mlg«l  ^isMl  velvet  work,  of  crimson  aud  green.  Errty 
not  occupied  by  the  ban^ines  is  ornamented  with  CNrviiig 
gi1dirf|r  of  tho-niMt  expensive  description.  The  bed-fumitDi 
of  Tclvttt,  tn  natoh  the  hangings. 

The  €^«t»t  DrdOmf-Tfoom  is  hang  witli  Upeslry,  «f 
rxecutjon  than  that  bclnre  notir.ed.    The  tiuhjt  cts  repreaentc 
i  orderlni;  the  Arnlouf  for  ^^nras;  and  Neptnne  ^'i 
i&reetimM  for  llie  frM  Hhif  that  «ita  bailt,  Sie. 

Ovcf  the  ehffftney  is  a  fiue  tfrmpe  of  the  i>uko  iitd  Diii- 
«f  York,  with  tlie  jiriuccsses    Mary  and  Anne,  by   Sir  feter 
Lcty. 

TI»T«  ««  two  c!,.iji*J>.,  a  Protestant  and  a  Call.o 
(er  is  (loBcd.     The  fonner  is  a.  neat  and  appropriate  liuihii 
«)lh  ttu  MtM>.iiH<c^  hy  l%iimiit,  *(  the  tiesctnt  (rotn  the  Cmw. 


We  nasi  not  quit  Diicbley  wiljioat  obMTving  thai  there  lis  afi 
ejr  ni  iriTaciiy,  warmth,  wni  comfit,  pvevailing  l)iroagb<MCt  t||6 
apiuiiDeiitey  nmisiial  in  stnictures  19  splendid,  l^e  ^csuiopl  ai^i^ 
4binking  that  if  less  gold4eaf  had  heen  eaipli^fd  l^e  gepen^ 
eflect  would  have  been  attjl  more  gr^tef^l;  hut,  perhaps,  fh( 
extremity  of  height  to  which  mapy  of  the  ropms  are  4eeQn4(Ei^ 
•liilcQK  SMre  ibrcibly  from  t)ie  eiffieet  of  contrast  with  the.  weighty 
phuonesa  of  the  exterior.  The  few  histaipces  of  ^rf  ampnt  m^  .t^i 
ooiaide  give  us  little  reason  to  expect  any  thjog  iiwi^ifig  f^a  a 
cosily  description  of  embellishment  wijtbio.  The  coUedijOD  lof 
|Mirlraita  preserved  in  this  mansion  ia  trply  estim^e. 

llaB  Park  is  large,  but  does  i^t  claii^  notiee  for  a|iy  poifytliftf 
ele[;ance  of  disposal.  It  is,  however,  well  spriuUj^  W|th  ,tffl|- 
her;  and  from  many  points  are  obtained  pleatsif/ig  yiew9.0F^^i|lhe 
adjacent  country. 

N<4-«orethan  one  mile  fron^  J)itchley  Park,  ia  (Ci^iNGi^. 
Jn  attention  to  its  British  etymology,  the  pa^  ^  this  pjlace.wa^ 
anciently  written  CudsnUm,  of  the  Town  mnopg  the  Woods. 
The  village  is  pleasantly  situated  om  tlie  river  Glyroe,  ^Kr.hidii 
dividas  it  into  two  ilii^cts,  teroiKd  th^  Upper  ^d  Louver  Town, 
or  Over  and  Netlier  Kiddington.* 

The  property  of  this  village  is  traced  by  Warton  as  far  back 
as  780 ;  about  which  year  King  Offa  gave  Kiddiogton  and  Hey- 
thorp  to  the  episcopal  priory  of  Worcester,  from  which  they  were 
shortly  wrested  by  the  Danes ;  nor  were  they  ever  restored.  At 
the  time  of  the  Norman  survey,  Hascoit  Musard  was  the  chief 
land-holder.  In  the  reigti  of  Henry  I.  the  Norman  family  of  De 
Salcey  seem  to  have  become  proprietors.  The  De  Salceys,  though 
not  noticed  in  history,  were  possessed  of  coitsideraMe  pavaer,  and 
were  very  rich  in  this  county.  They  appear  to  have  constructed 
a  house  at  Kiddington.  After  an  intermediate  trai^niission,  in 
consequence  of  the  marriage  of  a  female  of  the  De  Salceys,  the 

2  G  3  estate 

*  The  Upper  Tovrn  is  io  Chadlingtoii  Handred. — Kiddington  has  been 
fortunate  in  meeting  with  an  erudite  historian,  B^.  T.  Warton ;  to  wboae 
w^rk  our  notice  of  this  village  it  much  indebted* 
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estate  wu  ttijairti,  in  th*  reign  of  Henry  VI.  by  tl 
Babing-too  ;  •□■],  aboal  the  year  1613.  the  Babingtaos  soM  il 
Sir  Hrory  Browne,  third  aon  of  the  first  Lord  Visei>wtt  H^ 
tague.     This  latter  &nlly  haTC  constautly  raided  al  KidAB( 
since  the  begiaoing  of  the  reigii  of  Jamm  I.     Their  f 
presentative  is  Charles  Motttyo  Browne,  £m]. 

The  manBloB  was  chiefly  buitt,  or  repaired,  by  Sir  Hew]^ 
Browne,  in  1673.  on  the  fouiidalions  of  an  old  aeat.  to  vMeb 
appertained  a  walled  park.  Il  is  situated  oo  a  gentle  ri«e,  and  it 
pleaaantly  omHjnenled  with  an  alternation  of  wood  ani)  water. 
Many  valuable  family  portraits,  by  einineal  Di!ut«rs  in  thv  ra^H** 
of  Mary,  Elizabeth,  James,  and  Charles  I.  are  preserrcd  in  di& 
hreiit  apartntents.  ^M 

Id  the  garden  is  placed  a  relique  of  some  interest ; — Ibe  Al^l 
ia  which  it  is  said  King  Edward  the  Cnofexsor  was  baptised  ii^ 
lalip.     The  block  of  stoue  in  which  the  basin  of  innnCTcion  ii 
excavated,  ia  unnsually   magsy.     II  is  of  an  octangular  sbape, 
and  the  out&ide  is  adorned  by  tracery  work.     The  interior  dia- 
meter of  the  basin  Is  thirty  inches,  and  the  depth  twenty, 
whole,  with  the  pedental,  which  is  of  a  piece  with  the  rest,  i 
feet  high,  and  bears  the  following  imperfect  inscriptjoi 

Thii  Mcnd  Jam  Saini  Edmrd  6nt  recratd. 
Froia  Wumh  lo  Gncc  fnim  Crice  to  Glorj  w« 
Hi>  Tlrtuani  Lire.    To  lhi>  fsjrc  I>lc  btqvctb'di 
Ptue  ....  Brid  to  »s  hui  Icni. 
Lei  ihii  nnalne.  Hie  Trophiuofliii  Fame, 
A  King  bapliid  from  htnce  a  Sunt  became. 


Then  i^  inscribed : 


Thii  Fonte  ci 
inIIli^ 


e  fram  the  K'tng'i  ChapcU 


Tliii  relicjue  is  evidently  an  ancient  piece  of  workmajiahip  jl 

the  opinion  of  Warton,  "  the  tracery  and  construction  d«m 

niHonPhu  nf  art  ii>  .n  barbaroDS  a  time  aetfaa» 


with  the  ludenebs  of  art  ii 
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of  Edward  the  Coufi;&aor."  The  ubhols  of  WrstDiiustor  had  a 
country  neat  at  Islip ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  moiika  per- 
formt-d  regular  service  ia  the  cliapel  at  that  pUce  liil  their  disso- 
lulioD.  It  was  evidently  lo  their  ad  van  tug  e  to  retain,  under  all 
circumstances,  a  niiminai  fuut  connected  with  the  haplismal  hc- 
nediction  of  lio  saintly  a  king.  The  inscription,  though  of  a 
coraparatively  moil  era  date,  was  still  prohahly  uiadu  long  before 
the  removal  of  tlic  font  from  Islip  chapel. 

The  Church  is  situated  iii  Lower  Kiddjngtnu,  and  is  said  by 
Browne  Willis  to  be  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas  ;  hut  the  annual 
wake  is  celebmled  on  the  Sunday  following  the  feslivat  of  St. 
Petu*.  The  building  principally  consists  of  one  aisle  and  a  chan-  ' 
eel ;  but,  on  the  south,  is  a  "  lateral  projection,  or  siinii-trauaept. 
This  was  probably  only  intended  for  a  sepulchral  nitle  tu  cover  a 
family  vault.  Within  its  southern  wall  arc  two  niches  for  lioly 
water.  We  may  therefore  suppose  that  there  wrs  once  nn  altar, 
perhaps  two,  in  tho  semi- transept."  The  whole  fabric  ia  ceiled 
with  rafter-work.  The  bndy  of  the  church  appears  to  have  been 
built  about  the  year  1400  ;  aiid  the  semi-trauBcpt,  or  chapel,  soon 
after.  The  chaucel  is  evidently  the  remain  of  an  older  church, 
and  bears  marks  of  the  Saxon,  or  early  Norman  style  of  archi- 
tecture. At  the  back  of  the  present  altar  a  large  arch  in  walled 
op,  which  aeems  to  have  opeued  eastward  into  a  more  intended 
edifice.  The  zigzagged  semicircle  of  this  arch  remuins  ealirc. 
On  the  outside  of  that  part  of  the  building  which  constitutes  the 
present  chancel,  is  a  scries  of  grotesque  ornaments  in  slonc,  rc- 
aemhliiig  heads  placed  horizontally.  The  more  ancient  church 
is  supposed  by  Warton  to  have  been  built  hy  the  family  of  Ue 
Salcey,  about  the  time  of  Stephen,  or  at  least  before  the  complc-' 
tion  of  the  twelfth  century.  At  the  west  end,  coeval  with  the 
body  of  the  church,  is  a  low  square  tower,  containing  three 
tiut;e  belU,  and  a  santtus,  or  idaiut's,  hell. 

In  that  division  of  the  parish  called  The  Upper  Tvwd,^  ik  th« 
ruin  of  the  old  parochial  cross,  comprising  parts  of  the  sjiaftaod 
k^i  Uuil.t  Qf  stone, , 
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Netr  Upper  Kid^inglon  ruiis  an  antient  wsy.  from  which  tl 
neiichboDriag  bamtet  of   DiUhlpy  derives  its    name.      This  U 
thought  by  Wartan  to  be  British,  and  to  have  been  merely  iBteiii- 
cd  as  a  boandary. 

At  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  same  part  of  the  Ttllag« 
is  a  Ginalc  farm-house,  termed  Asierhy,  which  also  denomiitaha 
a  manor.  Asterley  was  once  a  pariah;  and  in  a  field,  called 
Chaprl-Brekf,  have  been  turned  up  pieces  of  Ihe  monldinga  af 
lancet- windows,  and  other  fmgments  of  antient  masonry.  The 
church  of  Asteriey  vas  united  with  that  of  Kiddington,  by  the 
bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  1466. 

At  Glvmptun  one  mite  sonth  by  cast  of  Kiil^ingtan,  Hn. 
WbcBte  has  a  pleasant  residence.     In  the  cliaticel  of  the  ctiurch 
is  a  raised  monument  of  tiloue ;  and,  under  the  portraitare  on  i 
bnsH  plate  of  a  man  in  a  gown,  is  an  inscription  to  the  memory 
of  Thoinaa  Te^dale,  "  nho  was  liberally  Iienelicial  to  Baliol  Col- 
lege, Oxfurd,  Hnil  to  tliG  free  school  at  Abingdon  in  Berks."     H« 
died  nearly  at  G3  yeus  of  age.  at  Glympton,  on  the  ISth  of  JdiH^ 
I'6I0,     His  wife,  Mand,  a  native  of  Henley,  survived  him  ^H 
yearn,  and  lies  buried  near  him.     She  appears  to  have  beei^^| 
\Tomau  of  a  verj-   charitable  disposition,   and  was    said  in  liJB 
epitaph  to  have  "  lovingly  anointed  Christ  Jesus,   in  his  poora' 
members,  at  Glympton,  Charlbury,  Ascot,"  and  other  places. 

The  liberal  bcqutBtof  Mr.  Tisdale,  which  was  employed  by  ths 
trustees  for  the  benefit  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  will  here  b 
recollected. 

Hl^YTHORP, 


Ihe  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  nest  demands  notice, 
mansion  is  ahont  four  miles  on  the  suuth  east  of  Chipping  ^ 
ton.     Adjoining  the  park,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  usual  entrance,  | 
Heythorp  Oliurcli,  a  small  hut  vciiErahIo  building.     On  the  » 
is  a  SuKon,  or  early  Norman,  doorway,  the  fillets  of  the  midU 
circle  supported  on  each  side  hy  two  pillars,  with  diasiutilar  cap!- 
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tals.  On  the  lame  siile  oftiie  charcli,  over  a.  narrow  rooMd-hiiw]- 
cd  windov,  now  stopped  up,  is  a  small  tablet,  rudely  (culpturcd 
witL  tbe  rescnibUnce  of  an  anlma),  and  a  cross  in  the  back 
ground.  Tbree  windows  of  early  Gotbic  ligbt  llie  building  from 
this  division.  At  the  east  end  is  a  window  of  the  same  charac- 
ter, nearly  obscured  by  ivy.  Oa  the  north  side  is  a  ronnd-head- 
ed  doorcase;  nver  which,  on  a  stone  tablet,  tire  iculptured  very 
rndely  two  fig'urts.  each  having  a  crosier  in  tlie  left  baud.  Th* 
cliDrch  has  no  tower;  and  one  bell  is  placed  at  the  west  end,  iu  % 
humble  turret. 

The  mansion  is  approached  by  a  uoble  avenue  of  trees,  more 
than  a  mile  in  length,  whieii  has  little  of  formality  in  its  aspect, 
as  the  edge  of  the  respective  lines  is  jititicioosly  brokui,  though 
on  apparent  magui licence  of  lineal  correctness  is  still  preserved  in 
tiie  perspective  view.  The  hoane  wax  built  by  Archer,  of  whose 
professional  talents  I^rd  Orford  speaks  with  macli  difidain  ;  but, 
in  neglect  of  the  opinion  delivered  by  this  eriticat  lord,  most  exa- 
miners will  probably  deem  Hcytliorp  a  fine  and  attractive  apeci- 
men  of  the  decorated  style.  The  grand,  or  iiortbem,  front,  boa  a 
central  portico  of  entrance,  adorned  by  four  lofty  Coriiithiaii  co- 
lumns. On  either  side  is  a  handsome  and  spacioBS  wing,  joined 
lo  the  main  division  of  the  buildin^c  by  tasleful  rangM  of  masonry. 
The  wialh  front  lias  a  flight  of  slone  strps,  with  two  ascents. 
Over  the  entrance  are  Ihc  family  arms.  Each  latentl  pcrtiou  of 
the  same  front  is  embellished  with  eoliimna,  A  balusLAde  of 
stouc  rant^es  ftlong  the  top  uf  the  whole  structure. 

NT/ic  Hall  is  of  lofty  proportions.  The  floor  is  of  bbck  and 
Hemariilc:  the  sides  arc  paioted  tu  blue  pMiitels,  with  aoms 
t  adoniDients  of  stucco  work. 

The  room  denominated  jAc  Lihrarg  is  83  feet  in  length,  and 
SO  in  height,  but  is  now  deslilute  of  Looks,  The  ^ideH  ure  orna. 
menled  wilb  fine  stucco  work.  Over  the  recesHts  intended  fur 
book-coses  arc  medallions  of  Homer,  Plato,  Thucyitides,  Cicero, 
Shakspcare.  and  Ini^o  Jones.  The  compartments  above  the  en- 
trucM  sra  MfcgHiihad  with  stucco  wetk,  illutrativo  Af  some  of 
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t1w.FWUeft  of  .ASiop.  There  are^  likewise,  raiypendmiii 
■leille,  in  alto  relievo,  of  military,  musical,  and  matbemaiical  i#- 
•tninents,  with  interspersed  frnit  and  flowers.  From  the  centre 
•f  the  gallery  a  fine  and  compendions  view  is  obtained  of  the 
park  and  tRe  chief  features  of  the  surrounding  ooantry.  Folding 
dooia  open  at  three  aides,  and  permit  a  prospect  completely 
tknugh  the  different  attached  rooms.  A  fourth  doorway  opens 
directly  on 'the  terrace;  and  thus  a  full  view  of  the  adjacent 
scenery  is  obtained  at  each  point  of  the  compass.  The  e&et 
produced  is  extremely  fine.  The  scenery  is  highly  embeUialMd^ 
and,  by  this  contrivance,  we  form  a  comprehensive  and  ma^^nifi- 
cent  notion  of  the  amplitude  of  the  domain  appertaining  to  the 
mansion  in  which  we  stand. 

The  Drawing  Room  is  47  feet  in  length,  by  25  in  broadth. 
The  wdli  of  this  room  are  hung  with  tapestry,  by  Vanderborgfat^ 
representing  the  four  quarters  of  the  world.  Each  division  of  the 
hangings  is  extremely  well  executed.  Europe  is  fimcifuUy  de^ 
signated  by  characters  in  masquerade  costume.  The  design  of 
the  compartment  emblematic  of  Africa  is  conspicuously  entitled 
to  praise.  The  grouping  is  fine,  and  much  force  of  character  is 
delineated.  Every  figure  conduces  to  the  animation  of  the  scene* 
and  possesses  a  separate  interest. 

Over  tlie  four  doors  are  very  masterly  pieces,  in  claro  obscuro, 
description  of  the  seasons  and  elements.  The  chimney  piece, 
composed  of  statuary  and  Egyptian  marble,  is  eminently  beautiful 
The  cornice  of  this  room  is  supported  by  figures  of  Ceres  and 
Flora,  about  five  feet  high.  The  ceiling  is  ornamented  with 
stucco  work,  representing  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  with  the. 
elements  and  seasons ;  tlie  whole  surrounded  by  a  Corinthian  en- 
tablature. Over  the  chimney  is  a  painting  of  the  Destruction  of 
Pharaoh  and  his  Host,  in  the  Red  Sea,  by  Van  Orley, 

The  Small  Ihawing  Room  is  likewise  ornamented  with  fine 
stucco  work,  and  the  windows  command  attractive  views.     The 
fbregsound  is  a  iair  and  wide  expanse  of  lawn,  edged  by  greupes 
of  well^planted  trees.    At  one  point  is  a  small  disclosure  of  wa- 
ter; 
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ter;  and,  through  Vistas  so  judiciously  desigoed  as  to  appyar 
natural  crrcumstaaces,  is  beheld  a  rural  aud  soft  range  ^ 
sceue,  enlivened  at-  a  happy  distance  by  the  village  of  £a« 
stone.  .  . 

This  superb  mansion  is  well  calculated  for  a  residence  of  the 
first  order,  hut  it  has  never  been  completely  adapted  to  fiuiulj 
use.  The  rooms  are  of  good  proportions,  and  are  tastefully  dis- 
posed by  the  architect  for  the  purposes  of  state  and  pleasure.  II 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  interior  of  a  building,  sumptuoualj 
ornamented  in  its  outwaird  features  bv  the  Corinthian  order, 
should  contain  no  higher. works  of  art  than  stucco  and  tapestry; 
though  these  are,  certainly,  some  of  the  best  of  their  respective 
kinds. 

The  grounds  attached  to  the  mansion  are  extensive,  and  are 
finely  adorned  by  wood  and  water.  Several  cascades,  and  or- 
namental buildings,  in  different  parts  of  the  domain,  have  suf- 
fered considerably  from  neglect,  as  the  noble  owner  has  for 
some  time  used  Ueythorp  only  as  an  occasional  residence.  In 
the  gardens  is  a  conservatory,  248  feet  in  length.  This  build- 
ing is  so  well  placed,  and  judiciously  inanaged,  tliat  twenty- 
two  peach  and  nectarine  trees  have  yielded  sixty  dozen  frail 
on  each  tree.  Some  of  the  peaches  have  weighed  fourteen 
ounces.  The  vines  have  produced  six  thousand  eight  hundred 
bunches. 

A  chapel  of  some  extent  is  at  tins  time  erecting,  at  ^  sboit 
distance  from  the  mansion. 

The  village  of  Great  Tew  is  about  three  miles  from  the 
seat  of  the  £arl  of  Shrewsbury,  at  Heythorp.  The  situation 
is  agreeable,  though  deeply  secluded.  The  surrounding  conn* 
try  has  all  the  fine  variety  of  feature  which  spriugs  from  uneveii- 
ness  of  surface.  The  manor  was  long  vested  in  the  ^Etmily  of 
Raynsford,  now  of  Northamptonshire.  Froo)  them  it  passed  to 
Sir  Laurence  Tanfield,  Knt  whose  name  will  again  occur  in 
our  notice  of  the  town  of  Burford."  The  ouly  daughter  and 
Ijeiress  of  Sir  Laurence  Tanfield,  married  Henry^  Lord  VisoeiHit 

7  Falkland, 
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ttrf"T[eUon  or  tprinfrins  forwards,    as  if  to  defeitcl   her,*" 
bkiHls  are  croBBbH  over  tfae  breast,  in  the  attitude  of  supplication. 

ll  appi;ars  likely  tlmt  a  lirancli  of  one  of  the  minor  RomttK* 
roSds  ran  near  tlie  villa^'e  of  Great  Tew ;  and  we   liave  proofs 
thtit  tlic  Unmans  resided  for  some  tiint;  in  the  ntij'liboiirliooil. 
Dr.  Plot*  mentions  a  tessellated  pavement,  ptouglied  lji,  "  tMime- 
where  about  this  village,  which  consisted  of  a  matter  roucli  softer  ' ' 
than  marble,  cot  into  squares,  somewhat  bts^-e^er  than  dice,  of  fours 
dirTerent  colnarn;  viz.  blue,  white,  yellow,  and  red;  all  polished, 
and  orderly  disposed  into  works." 

Somo   discoveries  have,  likewise,    been  very  recently  i 
Disclosure,  as  usnal,  was  promptly  followed   by  destroctian  ;  but 
Ibe  resident  clcrpyninii  of  Grent  Tew,  the  Rev,  Mr.  Nash, 
■  written  notice  of  every  circumstance  that  came  under  faisoba 
Tation ;  and  he  has  obliijed  ns  with  a  copy  of  his 
We  present  it  without  any  comment, 

"  On  Die  i'iA  of  May,  1810,  as  i>ome  workmen  were  making  C 
ditck  for  a  thresliing-  mactiine,  under  the  direction  of  CaptaMlfl 
Stcnhmisc  W.iud,  at  Ueaconlield  farm,  in  the  parish  of  Great  Tew, 
th(^  found,  on  advancing  up  the  hill,  that  the  earth  in  mauy  parti 
bad  bMH  dislurlied ;  and,  occasionally,  they  met  with,  b 
wood-allies,  and  black  earths  like  soot.  Sometimes  these  i 
at  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet  beneath  the  aurlnc^;  uirf,  ilij 
aume  instances,  they  ca mi:  to  them  more  readily.  When  ttititf 
work  proceeded  to  liie  Rick-yard,  they  were  sto]>ped  by  a  wairi 
of  some  stren);th,  and  an  ante- passage,  with  an  entrarffe-doorV 
walled  np.  When  part  of  it  wai^  taken  down,  they  discovered  a 
Roman  burial  vault,  nearly  as  perfect  a^  wheh  it  was  rptarned  m 
use.  It  measured  where  disturbed  twenty  feet  in  length,  amt  u 
width  eighteen  feel;  the  height  was  eight  feet  from  the  plank- 
ing stones.  It  had  a  half«ircle  to  the  north,  n(  rongh  aton«, 
eight  feet  in  diameter,  which  probably  corresponded  with  a 
window  of  the  temple  that  was  built  over  it.  Thu  ball  which 
appcarril 
Halutal  HiitDc^,  Slc.  pagaaiT. 
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ippeared  to  liftve  finished  the  top  was  lying  amon^  tbe  rDb>- 
IhkIi. 

"  The  huntao  remaitia  were  laid  in  partitions  of  a  dlaaimilar 
width,  which  crosseil  the  vault  from  east  to  west,  and  were  built 
with  Roman  red  tiles,  about  eight  inches  and  a  half  square. 
Many  of  tbe  bones  that  had  been  covered  with  sand  were  *erj 
perfect ;  and  the  teeth  of  some  of  them  were  sound  in  the  jaw*. 
The  partitions  were  two  feet  and  a  half  deep,  and  were  gfmcralljr 
about  the  width  of  our  graves.  These  sepulchral  receptacleii 
were  covered  with  plank  tiles,  which  had  the  same  fresh  appear- 
aoce  as  when  first  taken  from  the  kiln.  Juvenal,  in  his  Vth  Sa- 
tire, has  these  words  :  Esigua  fentis  csDna  patella.  In  illustra- 
tion of  this  passag'e  it  is  observed,  that  the  Romans  used  to  place 
in  tbeir  sepulchres,  to  appease  the  spitils  of  Ihi:  deceased,  a  little 
milk,  honey,  water,  and  wine;  together  with  atives  and  flowcri). 
We  examined  the  ijraves,  or  recesses,  and  found  some  of  Ibe  small 
thin  basins  of  black  Romuii  pottery  ulluded  to.  Sometimes  a  reA 
Roman  ash  urn  was  discovered  amoni^  the  rubbish.  The  dimen- 
sions of  the  red  planking  tiles  were  various.  Some  were  eleven 
inches  and  a  half  squiire  ;  others  were  twcnly-lhree  inches  and  a 
halfiquarci  and  same  were  twenty-one  inclien  by  eleven  inchei. 
The  whole  were  one  inch  and  a  half  thick. 

"  There  were  two  tiers  of  sepulchral  reccuscs;  and  sliove  waa 
a  spread  of  planking  tiles,  covered  with  mortar  and  sand,  to  tlib 
thickness  of  about  two  inches,  in  which  was  set  tessellated 
work.  The  squares  wtire  of  various  colours;  white,  dark,  red, 
»nd  blue.  Some  of  them  were  white  stones,  covered  ;  and  others 
were  formed  of  white  or  pottery  clay.  Tbe  ornaments  were  urns 
and  lerpentine  lines.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  tempio 
floor.  There  were  red  earthen  flues,  abnut  one  foot  and  a  half 
long,  with  eqnilatcral  triangles,  inverted  tike  an  hour  ^lass,  and 
cut  open  for  air  holes  on  tbe  narrow  sides.  The  walls  were  all 
plaislered,  except  the  half-circle  to  tbe  north.  Some  of  the 
plaister  was  as  white  as  that  made  (rem  burned  shells.  The 
temple  bad  been  covered  in  with  small  flat  stones,  such  as  are 
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nsnallj  fouud  in   sand    b«ds,    wiUi    peg-holes    on    either  t 
Tbe   greater   part    of   tbe    personi>    buried   wore  i 

"  Tbe  Konau  altar,  where  Ihe  sacrifices  were  buroei),  i 
the  open  air,  twenty  Geet  below  tbe  temple,  to  the  south,  and  (here 
were  niaiiy  aahes  icuiaiuiii^,  in  much  tbe  same  slate  as  when  wi- 
ginally  left. 

"  A  Roman  bath  was  oAcrwarils  round,  on  the  north  of  t 
temple,  aod  was  abruptly  deslroyeil.     Many  pieces  of  lanje  f 
water  pipe  shared  tlie  aatne  late.     There  were  also  found  seVB> 
ral  Ur|;e  ornameDtal  red  Jars,   iiad  coins  of  copper  and   hrui, 
the  copper  much  deFaced,  but  tbe  itnga  in  a  good  state  of  ^. 
servation." 

Mr.  Naiib  has,  likewise,  favoured  us  by  oliberving;  that,  "  M 
the  year  1S09,  as  some  workmen  were  digging  a  mill  poiMl  f 
&  vale  of  Uie  uorth  field  of  (he  parish  ot  Great  Tirw,  whiA™ 
ban  commuDication  with  the  Cbarncll  aod  the  I'hamett,  and 
cottsequeotly  «>lh  the  sea,  Ihcy  met  with  a  fossil  bed,  in 
which  were  found  an  immense  quantity  of  seal's  tusks,  and  the 
sockcta  of  their  eyes  ;  sea  eeU ;  heu  fish  ;  oysters  ;  cockleaj  and 
the  tails  of  lobsters;  in  a  dilapidated  state." 

Raufiioi)  St.  Mich&el,  situated  four  miles  from  the  viUag« 
laat  mentioned,  is  usually  termed  Great  Barford^  to  diEtin^i«li  it 
from  a  pariah  about  half  a  mile  distant  in  Bloxham  hundred.  The 
church  has  marks  of  considerable  antiquity.  Tbe  north  door  fhf 
oisbcs  a  liuo  specimeu  of  the  ornamented  Saxon  or  catfj  Namma 
Style.  From  tlie  |[uicct  shape  of  some  of  the  windows,  it  may  he 
presumed  thai  the  greater  pait  of  the  building'  was  coiistriiGted 
about  the  time  of  Ueni^  III.  The  pulpit  appears  formei-ly  to 
have  been  of  stone.  Tlie  base  still  remains,  on  which  the  pre- 
sent wooden  pulpit  was  erected  about  a  century  ago.  Fixed  If 
the  adjointn^  pillar  is  aa  iron  frame,  in  which  was  antiently  cdil- 
tained  the  sand  ^lass  that  regulated  the  length  of  tbe  serman. 
It  one  of  the  windows  are  three  diamond  shaped  panes  of  wfiit^ 
gkaa,  having  a  crowned  H^  of  the  Saxan  form,  in  yultow ;  denoV 
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in(f,  in  all  probability,  the  initial  letter  of  Henry  the  sixlli  or 
Seveiitli,  in  wliose  reign  tlie  buililiiig  was  perlin[js  adoroeil  witb 
ntained  glaw.  The  church -yard  is  siiiKular  fur  its  ini^iimlity 
of  aoriiice,  aiid  for  the  great  number  of  stones  thrown  up  in 
the  drg'ginK  of  grafci.  From  these  circumstauces  it  aeems 
likely  that   the   church  wu   foroied  of  naleriaU    raised    upon 

THK  TOWN  OF  DEDDINGTON 

il  lilvate  uear  the  Northamptonshire  edge  of  the  county,  and  ia 
distant  feventeeu  miles  from  th»  city  of  Oxford,  and  oix  miles 
from  Banbnry.  The  manor  of  DcdJington  whs  poneased,  in  Iht 
IStfa  century,  by  the  family  of  Chesny.  It  wa»  dflerwarda  g-iven 
by  King  John  to  Thomas  Basset,  Baron  of  Headiiigton ;  who  be- 
stoired  it  (under  the  name  of  Dadineton,  alias  Dedingtoo,)  in 
marriage  with  his  daughter,  on  William  De  Malet,  Baron  of 
Cory-Malet,  iu  the  county  of  Somerset.  But  this  William  Ds 
Malet  being  taken  in  arma  n^inst  the  king,  he  waa  diaaeised  of 
bis  lands,  and  the  manor  was  restored  to  llie  Bassets.  It  «p- 
'  pears  to  have  been  divided  into  three  porta  at  an  tarty  period; 
for  we  are  told  that  Humphrey,  the  good  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
died  possessed  of  a  third  portion  In  14'J0  the  manor  «aH  valued', 
at  131.  6s,  Ht\.  It  conalituti's  note  three  several  proptrtiel). 
which  belonii;  to  tlie  dean  aud  canons  of  Windsor ;  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford;  and  William  Ralpft  Cart- 
wright,  Eh(|.  Each  appoints  a  steward,  who  holds  a  court  bsron. 
The  conrt  leet  in  held  by  them  Jointly. 

Tfae  town  is  Kmall,  and  has  no  staple  manufacture.  The  bnild- 
in(rs  arc  composed  of  the  oidiuary  kind  of  stone  produced  in  th« 
Dei  gh  hour  hood,  anil  are  iu  general  on  a  coutmcted  tcale.  Some 
few  honses  soar  above  the  others  in  £hara9ter,  and  unite  adorn- 
meat  witli  'ouvetiience  ;  but  these  are  troly  few  iu  number.  Tht 
Oxford  Canal  in  brought  witliin  two  uiilea  of  the  town,  but  it 
iaea  uot  appear  t«  have  given  any  bints  of  extended  commerce  t« 
#'Y0L.XII.  2  H  the 
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pmHOMms.  Dr.  Plot  found  that  antieut  gome  the  Qwin(aMr> 
mucll  [iractiscd  lure.  The  spurt  is  uow  cDtircly  disused,  >nd 
the  oldest  U131I  ill  the  town  does  nut  remember  tu  have  heard  hie 
folhet  mention  the  custotn  in  any  other  than  a  truditionftt  way.— 
A  circiiinsUince  soineifhat  sitignlar  when  we  consider  that  Dt. 
P\ol  wrote  near  the  conctusion  of  the  ITth  century.  The  maifcet 
pbce  was  usually  the  theatre  of  this  humourous  exercise.*  ,m 

Near  the  church  is  a  square  and  lufty  domestic  building  i^H 
cnnEiderahle  antiquity,  with  an  open  balustradeof  stone  ftt  the UfH 
The  rooms  arc  spacious,  and  the  stuircase  is  somewhat  rudely, 
yet  laboriously,  carved.  One  of  the  upper  apartments,  no* 
closed,  is  said  to  have  been  used  us  a  Catliulic  oratory.  The 
building  heloDgA  to  the  lay  impropriator,  and  is  tenanted  by  a 
former. 

There  was  pulled  dowu,  about  two  years  hack,  an  estensivc 
building,  of  some  interest,  which  Gough  meutions  ub  "  an  old 
inn,  chiefly  of  stone,  fur  Pilgrims."  A  neighbouring  gentleman, 
«ho  examined  thin  antient  structure  immediately  previous  to  ill 
(IcmoliUon,  informs  us  tiiat  it  then  consisted  of  a  north  aud  a 
soDth  side,  which  bore  evident  marks  of  having  been  coiiiiecltd 
with  each  oUier  at  both  ends  by  other  buildiuj^s,  so  as  lu  form  a 
spacious  court,  or  quadrangle.  I'he  entrance  was  by  a  stone 
. {Kirch,  through  a  large  door,  which  had  a  smaller  aperture  for 
.common  use.     The  small  door  hod  been  decorated  with  her*ldi« 
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ilie  Qiiiiitnin,"  iBji  Plal.  "  they  Gist  Kt  a  pati  pel 
dieulatl;  in  llie  ground,  and  then  place  ■  >len 

o!  it,  OD  ■  ipiiiiJlF,  Willi  a  iKwrJ  nailed  to  it  on  une  end,  and  n  bag  of  uud 
hknging  at  the  other.  Agaiatl  thi>  bourd  thej  antieniJy  tude  *illi  (pean  ; 
Duw,  ■•  t  Hw  it  nl  DeddingtDii,  uiily  with  ilniiig  davti,  ohicli  fiolenllj 
bringing  aboul  the  baj;  of  taiid,  it  tbey  make  nut  good  tpced  away  it  itrite* 
thBm  in  ibe  neck  ut  ihnuldeTi.  Bad  lonietiiuei  kiiocki  them  from  Ibeir  hootti 
the  great  de)ipii  of  Ibu  ipuil  being  to  try  tlie  agility  botli  ol  man  and  hotiCk 
am)  to  brenk  tbe  board." 

Tbii  ctcraiie  was  practiied  by  the  Romans,  and  KeniKt  ubntrvei  that  fca 
never  met  with  it  •!  any  {iImc  wliicb  wu  not  in  tba  futowt 
n|  HoDian  letlleBicnli. 
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[eTiwi.MrveS'on  the  wood ;  nn  of  which  were  mucH  deuced. 


:h  were  constructcil  the 


On  each  side  the  enkrance 

slone  wall  of   i;reat   thickiiesi,  in 

chimneys  and    two  flights  ot    stone  slairs,    tnuch    warn    sway. 

The  staircase  on    tlie    left  of  the  enlrauce    led    to    tlie    iipper 

AparttDf^ntB  on  the  right ;  aud    the   other  on   the    right  of  the 

entrance  led  to  upper  rooms  on  the  left.     All  these  apartments 

were  wainacotted  with  onkj  in  carved  and  fluted  pannels ;   smd 

such  of  the  ceilings  as   remained    were    ornamented  with    fret 

work. 

The  cellar  of  si  dwelling  in  this  town,  now  used  as  a  public 
house,  is  vaulted  with  grained  arches  of  stone,  springing  at  a 
•hart  distance  from  the  ground, 

Dtd(lin|;ton  possessoil  a  castle,  which,  from  the  amplitude  of  its 
site,  wa$  prohaMy  a  Klructurs«f  much  strenj^th  and  cu'isecpence. 
No  part  of  the  buildiiiff  is  now  reiiriiniiig.  A  wide  fosse  went 
coniplctelv  round,  and  is  still  distinctly  ninrki-J  tliruu^h  its  whole 
progress,  thoii:^h  in  some  pkccs  overgrown  with  bianiljles,  and 
in  otliers  shaded  with  trees.  Some  persons  were  digging  for 
building  mal«ria1a  at  the  «aatern  ejid  of  the  area,  when  we  visited 
the  tpnt,  and  it  sppeara  that  the  walls  in  this  direction  were  about 
six  feel  thick,  and  had  an  outward  and  inner  casing  of  very  good 
atone,  the  apace  between  being  flllpil  with  sand  and  rabble  stone. 
The  whole  of  the  area  may,  perhaps,  comprehend  six  acres, 
'  The  period  at  which  the  ca^ttle  was  erected  cannot  be  ascer- 
faiined.  Dr.  Plot  says  that  he  meets  with  nothing  concerning 
it  till  the  reign  of  Edward  H.  It  is,  however,  mentioned  by 
Dugdale  and  Kennet,  that  "  Ihe  manor  of  Deddingtou  had,  in 
the  tenth  of  Richard  I.  a  castle  ibrtified  in  it,  which  soon  after 
belonged  to  Wido  de  Diva,  whose  possessioui  Kini;  John  seized, 
and,  ill  the  sixth  of  liis  reign,  sent  a  precept  lu  the  shtrifTof  Ox- 
Ibrdshire  to  restore  without  delay  all  his  lands  and  ehatlels,  ex- 
cept the  Castle  of  Deddingtou,  which  the  king  would  ketrp  in  hii 

Id  Ui«  ewly  part  of  Edward  the  Second's  iuprudent  reign,  a 
^  U  3  lutnultuuua 
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tnmtiltiioiia  scene  oeciirred  at  Deddington.  Many  of  Uie 
nnblesj  incensed  nt  tlic  BRsumptions  of  Piers  Gnvestoa,  took  to 
nnns,  and  sei*/ed  tlic  Tavourite  at  Starbnrougli.  Tlie  King  re- 
quested tliat  ht,  miglit  allow  ui  iuterview,  and  tlie  insurgent  lorda 
appeared  to  a^ee  with  liis  wi.sh.  The  Earl  of  Pembroke,  »a- 
conliugly,  proceeded  with  Oaveston  towards  WallJogford,  is 
which  torn  the  King  then  lay.  They  halted  in  tlieir  Jooniey 
at  DcadJDgtoii;  but  here  it  vas  soou  evident  that  there  waa 
no  real  intention  of  gufTcring;  the  Captive  to  approach  the  protec- 
tion of  his  regal  master.  He  nas  Eeized  in  the  night,  by  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  and  hurried  to  Blacklow  Hill,  where  be  waa 
beheaded.  The  circumstances  of  tiis  seizure  are  variously  re* 
laled.  Some  writers  say  that  lite  Earl  of  Pembroke  placed  him 
ia  the  castle,  tliough  with  a  weak  guard,  while  himself  weat  to 
lodge  with  his  lady,  who  lay  at  a,  little  diaUnce.  Otbeis  tdl 
aa  that  the  Eurl  re]i:urcd  to  the  cutlc,  and  consigned  Gaveatan 
for  lodging  tri  a  h*u)te  in  the  lo>>ii.*  At  all  events  it  appean 
that  Pembroke  willingly  averti.'d  his  attention  from  the  asaault 
!nteiuled  to  destroy  the  man  whom  he  should  have  safely  present- 
ed to  the  King. 

Deddiiigtoii  has  one  church,  a  handsome  Gothic  building,  with 
a  tower  lit  tlie  west  end.  A  considerable  portion  of  this  tower 
fell  down  in  1634;  and,  from  the  present  proportions,  it  does  n«t 
appear  to  have  been  rebuilt  to  the  original  height.  At  Ibe  ang]ta 
are  weighty  graduatoil  biitlresses,  and  on  tiie  neslem  front  a«0 
figures  of  8t,  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  the  patron  saints,  carved  ia 
■loue.     At  the  top  of  the  tower  are  eight  jagged  pinaactei. 

The  interior  iu  divided  into  a  nave,  chancel,  and  two  atatea. 
In  the  chancel  arc  the  three  stone  recesses,  about  live  feet  bigh, 
lued  by  liie  priest  aud  deacons  during  tlie  performance  of  bigh 
mass,  Nearer  to  the  altar  is  the  piscina.  The  pcwiug  and  for- 
nilure  posseiui  little  elegance  of  character.  The  cliurcli  containa 
■ome  antient  brassea,  and  Ukany  atones  from  which  the   braaa  ii 

gone. 

*  ir  ta,  the  boiiding  b  wliich  Gaicrton 
■  e.lgnui't  Home  m  Oeioil,"  befun  nolic 
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gone.  Obscured  by  the  frame- work  of  a  pew  in  the  north  aisle,  is  an 
altar  tomb  of  grey  stone,  surmounted  by  a  mural  tablet,  on  whioh 
is  a  mutilated  brass.  Inarched  in  the  south  aisle  is  the  stone 
efii^ies  of  a  female,  the  hands  in  a  devotional  posture.  The 
robes  plaited.  The  spring  of  the  arch  beneath  which  this  monu- 
ment is  placed  has  steps  formed  in  it,  which  ascend  to  a  consider- 
able height. 

In  Deddington  was  bom  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  some  circumstances 
of  whose  life  we  have  noticed  in  our  account  of  Trinity  College, 
Oxford.  He  founded  a  free  school  here ;  but,  when  we  compare 
this  benefaction  with  his  munificent  bounty  to  Trinity  College, 
we  cannot  think  that  he  entertained  any  strong  predilection  for 
his  native  town.  The  boys  are  few  in  number,  and  they  are  in- 
structed in  a  small  room  divided  from  the  church,  as  there  is  no 
appropriate  building  for  their  reception. 

Sir  William  Scroggs  was  also  a  native  of  Deddington.     His 
father  was  a  tradesman  of  the  town,  and  is  by  some  said  to  have 
been  a  butcher.     He,  however,  possessed  both  property  and  in- 
fluence, as  he  not  only  placed  his  son  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford, 
but  procured  for  him  the- reversion  of  a  church  living.    When  the 
civil  war  broke  out  the  son  quttted  his  studies,  and  bore  arms  ia 
the  royal  cause.    He  obtained  the  commission  of  a  captain  of 
foot,  but  afterwards  entered  of  Gray's  Inn,  and  was  called  to  the 
bar.     He  attained  much  celebrity  in  his  profession,  and-  on  the 
Restoration  was  made  a  serjeant,  and,  shortly  afler.  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  King's  Bench.     For  a  time  he  was  high  in  ikTOUr 
with  the  conrt ;  but  his  zeal  was  subsequently  suspected,  and  ar* 
ticles  of  accusation  were  preferred  against  him  in  the  House  of 
Commons.    The  intended  prosecution,  however,  was  abandoned 
on  his  removal ;  and  he  retired  to  a  seat  in  Essex,  where  he  died, 
in  the  year  1683. 

Deddington  was  formerly  a  corporate  town,  and  sent  two  bur- 
gesses to  Parliament  in  the  dOth  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the  32d  and 
33d  of  Edward  III. ;  but  was  afterwards  relieved  from  this  duty, 
by  petition.    The  town  is  nominally  goremed  by  a  bailift  but 
%^  9  H  a  Ibin 
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'*  officer  U  ehoien  by  the  pemns  lioldin^  l)ie  hnbhip  of  tt« 
manor,  and  Iihi  hitherto  not  beeo  accustomed  to  exercise  atty  ja- 
niidicUDn  in  the  (onn. 

Ttie  rcgialer  ctvpttieiicfs  in  I63t,  and  conlajas  many  entrips  o^B 
rnarmgcB  by  the  civil   puwer,  in  the  ITlh  ctutiiry,  »fttr   thra^^ 
publicaUgnK  ia  the  Market  Place,     A  uctklv  loarket,  vrbich  ijM 
but  tbiuly  attended,  is  held  od  SatnrdayB.     The  populHtion  wui 
returned  in  1811  at  i.'^iSS.     The  same  return  Btates  Uie  oumW 
of  bousea  lu  he  '^56. 

Dt;NsTEW,  a  village  two  luilea  froni  Deddington,  ou  Ibc  souUi- 
welt,  luniiahtd  Di.  Plot  with  oite  of  tnose  wonderful  atoricK 
which  he  was  i&o  fotid  of  collecting.  It>  the  jear  IGoO.  \xmm- 
Green,  aervant  to  Sir  Thum^ia  Read,  of  thia  parish,  ' 
of  tite  murder  nf  her  illegitimate  child,  aud  was  hun^jr-  In  I 
cattle  yard  at  OKford,  for  about  haif  an  liour.  in  order  to  a 
lerate  ber  dissolution  ahe  was  "  pulled  by  the  legs,  and  atrticic 
on  the  breast,  (as  ahe  I lerself  desired,)  by  divers  of  her  friends; 
and,  after  all,  bad  several  »troke«  ^iven  her  on  the  atomaclt  willi 
the  but-eud  of  a  iwldier's  musket."  But  when  Sir  WilliAm  I'el 
tbcn  anatomy  profcsMir  of  the  university,  aad  other  (jeutlei 
were  about  lo  prepare  the  body  far  disi^tctioii,  they  perceive! 
symptoms  of  life;  and,  on  using  proper  meatia  fur  her  recovery, 
"  in  fourteen  hours  slie  began  to  xpeak,  and  the  nest  day  tillced 
and  prayed  very  heartily,"  SJie  al^crvardK  retired  i 
frieads  s^t  Bteeple  Barton,  where  fhe  married,  and  bad  am 
children. 

The  neighbouring  village  of  North  Aston  is  decorated  by  t^ 
handwjine  residence  of  C.  O.  Bowlea,  Esq.  The  gardens  ve  !■ 
out  with  much  taste,  and  contain  amuiig  otlier  interesting  artii 
numerous  specimens  of  gratsts. 

AtSTF.Efi.E  AsTiiN,  two  miles  distant  from  (he  hamlet  last  n 
ticed,  Dr.  Samutl  Radcliflc,  principal  of  firasennnse  College,  Ox9 
ford,  and  rector  uf  this  churrh,  founded  u  free  school  in  1640,  ud 
endowed  it  with  ten  puiiuds  prr  ann.     He  died  to  IG48,  and  U«i 
'liur|e4  in  the  cbyreh.    At  Uis  death  he  be^ealhed  an  adtlitiou^ 
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Ml  poimds  to  the  mmster,  and  directed  grmmmar  to  be  tang1it-ni^ 
htt  lelMiol.  He^  likewise,  endowed  an  almshouse  for  poor  womeB,' ' 
in  this  parish.    )fhe  manor  of  Aston  was  long  Tested  in  the  noble  - 

«Dily  of  Molins,  lir»m  whom  it  was  formerly  termed  Aston-Mo* 
s.    In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  a  daughter  of  William,  Lord 
Molins  carried  the  estate  by  marriage  to  the  Hnngerfords.    A 
tesselialied' pavement  was  ploughed  up  in  this  parish,  in  the  ITlh  * 
ceMory.' 

Pursumg  the  meanders  of  thd  Ri? er  Charwell,  we  speedily  - 
arrifv  at  Rovsfl am.   This  manor  was  for  some  time  the  property 
of  the  Dohnehi ;  seYera!  of  which  family  are  buried  in  tbe  eoii<^ 
tigtwas  church  of  Steeple  Barton*    The  mansion  is  now  the  re*  * 
sideoee  of  Lady  Cottrel. 

'  At  the  distance  of  two  miles  is  Tacklet.  This  manor  belong* 
ed  to  the  ftmfly  of  Nowers,  and  alUrwards  to  thu  of  Aylwmih. 
Lady  Gardiner  has  here  a  handsome  seat,  which  has  recently 
been  nrach  improved. 

Woottota  Hundred  produces-  a  rich  Tariety  of  plants.  For  a 
general  idea  of  these  we  refer  to  Dr.  Major's  comprebensife 
wofit  eencemiBg  Blenheim  Castle  and  its  attached  domaiiu 

BAMPTON  HUNDRED, 

Is  separated  from  Wootton  by  the  Rif er  Windrush,  and  is 
bounded  by  Gloucestershire,  on  the  west.  Tbe  soil  inclines 
nmch  to  gravel;  with  intervening  tracts  of  black  loam  and  day. ' 
Many  parts  of  this  district  are  low  and  wet,  abounding  with  mea- 
dow and  pasture  ground.  The  Akeman  Street  passed  through 
this'hundred  into  Gloucestershire^ 

The  money  raised  for  the  poor,  &e.  in  the  year  ending  Easter, 
1803,  was  11,7401.  I9s.  2|d.  making  an  average  of  6s.  lid.  in  the 
pound. 

Bampton  homlred  contains  three  market  towns,  Berford,  Wit* 

VET,  and  Dampton  ;  the  township  of  Grafion ;  the  chapelries  of 

Shiffbrd  and  Holwell;  togetlier  with  the  parishes  and  hamleU 

of  Ahetcott ;  4»iali  and  Asiall  Leigh  ;  Ast(m  and  Coie ;  Black 

^J^rton;    Snghthampton  (part  of;)   BradmtU;   Sromgkiw^ 

9  H  4  P^SJP^S^ 
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Poggi;    Chimley:    Claafitid:    Crawley;  Curbridge ;  DutA^.i 
lit^ton;  Filldni:  Hailey  :  Uardwicke ;  Kelmitolt :  Kencott; 
Lew:  Brite-Norlon;  Radcal ;  Statiiliake.  vith  ^lal  nt  Btif^l- 
bampton;  Vplim  u>d  Signet ;  fVeHieeli ;   Yeljord.  _ 

fiURFORD  ^ 

K  B  market  town  situate  at  tlie  western  extremity  of  the  eoontf,' 
on  the  border  of  Gtaucesterehire.  The  housis  are  antient  id  ge- 
neral character,  and  are,  with  a  very  few  nxceptioos,  iireg^lw 
aud  ill-built.  Tbis  place  was  foriuerly  much  enga^^ed  id  tiie  m»- 
Dufactorjr  of  coarse  woollen  cloths;  ami,  in  the  early  part  of  Uie 
last  century,  great  quantities  of  malt  were  niaile  here.  Mid  con- 
veyed to  Loiidiiu  by  the  River  Tliamcs  from  Radcot  Bridge.  Bst 
both  trades  are  now  falleii  into  entire  decay.  The  grext  nnfa- 
ber  of  malthoiis«a,  cither  in  ruins  or  vooverted  lu  other  purpasWj 
shew  the  exteut  lu  which  the  latter  branch  was  once  culliTKtcd. 
Its  weekly  market,  and  iU  situation  nn  the  hi^b  road  (nm  Lod- 
don  to  South  Wales,  appear  tu  form  the  most  profitable  reaonncea 
of  the  town,* 

Here  was  formerly  a  amalt  priory  dedicated  to  St  J^a,  wni 
valued  at  131.  Cs.  Cd.  No  pari  of  the  building  now  remila*; 
bat,  at  Ihe  dissolution,  it  was  granted  lo  Edmund  Harman,  Eaq. 
and  by  tiiis  gentleman  it  appears  probable  that  the  present  baod- 
■ome  matisioD,  termed  the  Priory  was  constructed,  as  a  privkta 
reaideuce.  This  eutate  afterwards  became  the  property  of  Sir 
liOnrence  TanBeld,  Knt.  whose  only  daughter  married  Heaaj, 
Lord  J^alk  land.  Sir  Laurence  I  ell  the  Priory,  in  coiijunctiOD  witb 
the  cliief  part  of  his  other  estates,  after  the  death  of  bia  ladjr,  i»fa» 
deceased  in  1639,  lo  his  grandson,  the  gallant  Lord  PfttklBod, 
killed  at  Newbury.  Shortly  after  the  death  of  tliis  Doblemaa,  tJw 
priory  waa  purchased  by  Willjikm  Lcuthal,  Esq.  the  celebrttetl 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  (Jomuions.     Mr.  Leullial  Ung  lived  bcR, 


*  In  eontrqucnce  of  (bii  want    of  trnde  t^r  poor  raiei 
high.    In  Ihe  year  endin|  «i  fiilir  1813,  lli«jr  ■mount  to  «iglilecn 
in  the  pound,  M  tack  rrnL 
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la  ■  di^nilUtl  retiremrot;  Rnd  the  building  is  still  l&«  properly 
and  rc!riileii<'«  of  his  ik'sceiidnnt. 

Tliis  manKinn  in  Ihe  j^rent  oruameot  of  Burford.  Much  of  tbe 
old  hnitse  has  lately  litrn  tuken  dowu.iiut  some  frexli  room*  bars 
been  adilrd,  more  auitcd  to  the  iiptda  of  an  itnjiroved  cteganw 
of  mannere.  Adjoining  in  a  chnpel  Ituill  by  tlie  Speaker  Leiithal, 
In  the  Priory  are  presc-rvcd  several  fine  painting,  some  of  which 
were  brouig'bl  here  from  the  collecliou  of  King  Cliarles  I.  at  Hanp- 


s  were  suld  by  order  of  llie  Houm 


ton  Court,  when  thoK 
of  Commons. 

Among  these  are. 

Sir  Thomas  More  and  his  family,  by  Holbein.  Tbis  picture 
couUins  roBiiy  figures,  anJ  is  esteemed  one  of  Holbein's  priuc  [lal 
peces.     The  size  in  twelve  feet  by  eiglit. 

King  Charles  I.  by  Cornelius  Jansen. 

Queen  HtDrietta  Mnria,  by  Vandyke. 

Hbnry,  Prince  of  Wales,  eldest  brother  of  Charles  Llie  First,  by 
C.  Jausen. 

A  Sleeping  Venus,  by  Corrcgio. 
'Venus,  with    Mercury  teacbiug  Cupid  to  read,  by  the  same 


m 


Lady  Falkland. 

Lucius,  l«rd  Falkland,  who  fell  at  Newbury.     Both  these  por- 

ittare  by  Vaadyke. 

Hosea  sinking  the  Rock,  by  Bassau. 


The  cAurcA  of  Bnrford  *  la  a  Urge  iiud  hand  some  building  of 
the  cruciform  cbamcter,  but  evidently  erected  itt  diirereiit  periods. 
The  lower  in  the  centre  is  surmounted  by  a  fine  and  lofty  spire. 
The  lower  part  of  the  tower,  and  the  great  weHlem  donr,  are  in 

le  early  Norraau  style  of  architecture.  The  other  parts  of  the 
■Irnctnre 


*  [ 


■■•■ 

:  '   ^^-y    •i.if'f  V  built  in  the  time  of  Edward 

.-     *    .1    ihe  btjst  effect  from  the  great 

■^   tf  Cteally  broken,  from  the  lowness 

:.c:    i#er  which  separate  the  b«>dy  of  the 

A  ti^sirahlc  Kolcmnitv  is  cifrcted  bv 

■    ::i:  jl.aIcs  an?  too  irregular  to  admit  any 

iii  !•  <work  which  forms  the  lancet-shaped 
^    .1    .it.   outside  of  the  south  transept  is  the 
..    .  .i.-^t' and  legible  characters:* 


-.  «ho  hejiutificd  t!ic  window  wilh   painted 

^  , .     s  of  which  are  slill  rcniaininij:,  lies  buried 

,     u-  church,  under  a.larq;f  loinb-slono.     The 

^.•1  some  mcnioriiils  of  him,  have  be<'n  taken 

•     -htT  of  the  aislis  is  a   nuiuniliccnt  marhlo. 
...iiory  of  Sir  I«inrence  Tanlicld,    Lord  Chief 
v.'o^ucT.  and  Dame  ElizahLlh  liis  wilf.     lie  i.s 
^  vvVs.  in  a  recumbent  posture,  and  his  lady  by 
..:v  tfriijios  is  a  canopy,  supported  hy  six  beau- 
Btueath  is  a  skeleton,   n|)restnting   death. 
•  ,..  KiJ  died   in   1025,  after  havini;   presided  as 
^.,  .^crlv  \ears.     His  epitaph  iuAjrins  us  "  that  he 
^     aJ^'*  "f  *^^c  land  who  presided  in  the  several 
Jk-  mulcted  on  his  office. *' 

Thi 

^  ihi*  inscription  pri)bahlv  ouglit  to  be  rni/f.     Tin-  crroi 
(be  iiuidrertcnce  of  the  stone  cutter. 


^     t 
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The  tableti  of  benefactions  in  the  church  record  namtrom  tha- 

* 

iritiet  which  have  been  left  at  Tarious  times,  not  only  for  the  re^ 
lief  of  the  poor^  but  for  many  other  purposes.  It  is  nnpleasingto 
ind  that  these  welUintended  bequests  have  lately  snffered  consi- 
derably,  from  a  want  of  due  attention.* 

On  the  leaden  cover  of  the  font  is  inscribed  "  Anthony e  Sed* 
ley,  prisoner,  164b."t  ,/,. 

Burford  has  a  free  school,  founded  in  1571,  and  endowed  with'V 
the  rent  of  some  laud,  and  of  several  houses  in  the  town,  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  master  and  usher,  who  are  to  instruct  the  boys 
of  the  place  in  grammar,  reading,  and  writing.  Many  persons 
of  considerable  eminence  were  formerly  educated  here;  but  the 
school  is  now  far  from  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  the  house 
has  been  suffered  to  sink  into  ruins,  through  neglect. 

Here  are  also  three  almshouses  for  poor  widows,  but  each  is 
Tery  slenderly  endowed.  Otl^'was  founded  in  the  year  1388,  by 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  for  eight  aged  women. 

Tiiis  antient  town  is  noticed  by  history  at  a  very  early  period. 
It  was  here  that,  in  682,  a  council  is  said  to  have  ,bet'n  held  by 
the  Kin^  Eth.ldred  and  Berthwald;  ml  which  Aldhelm,  abbot  of 
Malmsbury,  afterwards  bishop  of  Shirbum,  being  present,  was 
commanded  to  write  against  the  error  of  the  British  church  in  the 
observance  of  Easter. 

*  It  is  roach  to  be  wished  that  tlie  legiiUture  woiiIJ  not  only  require 
that  a  lufiicicnt  number  of  trustees  be  appointed,  and  Tacancies  kept  regi^ 
larly  supplied,  to  guard  every  cliaritj  in  the  kingdom  from  dilapidation 
or  nismanagentent }  bat  that  an  annaal  account  of  the  distribution  be  piib«^/  ., 
liclj  laid  before  a  Testry,  summoned  for  the  purpose^  and  Terilied  on'%)^ 
oath.  The  account  so  verified  might  be  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Qnsr* 
tcr  Sessions. 

t  During  ilie  civil  war  of  the  17th  century  detachments  of  the  contending 
armies  were  frequently  at  Burford.  In  the  parish  register  are  notices  of  the 
burial  of  strveial  soldiers,  who  were  ilain. — In  the  old  churchwarden's  book 
is  a  memorandum  that  two  offenders  were  shot  in  the  church  yard,  in  X6iHi 
Vut  peiilier  their  names  nor  crimes  sre  mentioned. 
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Ou  a  spot  still  catted  Battle  Edge,  in  this  parifih.  CuthreJi 
King  of  the  V/i^t  Saxnns,  then  tributary  to  the  Mercians, 
ed  by  thu  exactionE  of  l^idi  King,  Gtiielbald,  hazarded 
gagementwilb  that  powerful  prince.  HewM  KUcceGsfiil,  g 
the  glory  of  taking  from  the  eueoiy  llirir  great  standard,  oo  «bteh 
vaa  the  portraiturt:  uf  a  ^nldea  dragon.  Dr.  Plot  uys  tttal, 
"  within  memory,"  the  tnwubpenple  vert  accustomed  niiinMlly  ta 
'*'  make  a  ilragoQ,"  lo  vhich  tliey  added  a  giant,  and  bolb  were 
carried  through  the  streel,  with  much  pjrade  and  jollily,  on  Mid- 
summer Eve.  ThiH  cu^toiu  lie  supposes  to  allude  tit  the  victory 
obtained  by  Cuthred  over  the  Herciaus.  No  tmditioo  respecting 
thiH  yearly  festivity  is  preiterted  amon^  the  natives,  and  it 
fn»m  Dr.  Plot  that  we  know  it  once  existed. 

The  inhabitants  of  Durford  formorly  claimed  tho  privil^i;« 
bunting,  at  all  seasonable  times,  in  the  contiguous  forest 
Whicbwood  ;  hut  this  liberty  haa  been  commuted  for  »  largess 
venison.  On  the  &rUrnnoii  uf  every  Whitsunday  the  churchwar- 
deos,  accompanied  by  many  of  the  inhabitants,  go,  in  a  kind  of 
procossion,  to  Cape's  Lodge  Plain,  within  the  borders  of  the  fo- 
rest, where  they  chnose  a  tiord  and  a  Ladif,  who  are  getterally  x 
boy  and  a  girl  of  Burfard.  Thcae  titular  perHonagea  fonnally  de- 
mand of  DUG  or  more  of  the  keepers  of  the  forest  (who  almyv  ^- 
tend  for  the  purpose)  "  a  brace  of  the  best  bucks,  aod  a  lawn, 
without  fee  or  reword,  with  their  hcirns  and  lioofn,"  for  the  uae 
of  the  town  of  Burford,  to  be  delivereil  on  due  notice  previoiisly 
given  for  that  purpose.  About  the  first  week  iu  Auguiit  tb* 
bucks  are  sent  for,  and  a  venison  feaKt  is  provided  by  the  chiircli- 
leoB,  which  is  held  iu  the  town  hall,  and  is  usually  attended 
ne  bnndreds  of  persons.  The  expenses  of  this  gala  are  do 
1  by  the  company ;  and  mctny  of  the  neighhouriug  gentry 
usually  grace  the  ball  with  their  presence. 

Burford  ia  a  corporate  town  by  charter;  and,  according 
Brown  Willis,  sent  a  member  to  Parliament  for  one  Seasion, 
vas  relieved  from  this  formerly  expensive  privilege,  by  petitii 
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iHOD  conalatx  of  an  alilcrmnn ;  steward;  two  bailiA^i 
vim  are  elected  aniiually  ;  twelve  burgesHes,  a  town  clerk,  and  %M 
mace- bearer.     Tbey  are  clotbed  witb  no  magisterial  power,  nor  da 
tbey  Hupport  an;  political  coiiaequence. 

The  Dissenters  in  tiiis  towu  art:  numerous,  and  are  chielljr 
Anabftptists,  Metbodists,  and  Quakers;  cboIi  of  wbicit  secU  haa 
B  regular  mi-elinj;  bouse.  Tbe  Quakers  are  rnpiilly  dititijiiabini;, 
in  Burfurd  and  tbe  vicinity ;  but  tlie  number  of  Metbodiste  ap- 
pears to  Bugment  daily. 

Tbe  population  is  slated  by  the  returns  of  ISIt  to  be  1,342;, 
and  llic  number  of  bouses  24-3. 

At  Burforil  was  born,  in  the  year  1600,  Dr.  Peter  Heyliit,  ■ 
writer  of  some  distinction.  He  was  educated  at  tbe  free-achoot  d 
of  bis  native  town,  and  ufterwards  studied  at  Oxford,  where  b«  ^ 
took  his  degreea  in  arts  and  divinity.  He  was  a  warm  defender 
of  Archbishop  Laud's  arbitrary  conduct  as  to  ecolesiastical  af- 
lairs,  and  was  appointed  oue  of  tbe  chaplains  in  oriliuHry  to  King 
Charles  I.  He  was  afterwards  made  a  prebendary  of  Weatniin- 
ster,  and  obtained  several  valuable  living^.  When  tbe  Parlia- 
ment ^aiued  an  ascendant  be  was  deprived  of  hia  church  prefer* 
inenta,  his  estate  was  se(|uestrated,  and  his  family  consequently 
reduced  to  urgent  necessity.  On  tlie  Restoration  he  was  rein- 
stated in  his  livings,  and  was  made  sub-dean  of  Westminster. 
He  died  ijk  1662,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Peter's  Church,  West- 
minster. 

Among  bis  numerous  writinppa  tbe  following  have  obtained  tb« 
most  permanent  notice :  MuTOCosfiius,  or  a  Description  of  Ibt 
Great  World.  Cosmograplua.  E-cUsia  VindUaia,  or  tlir 
Church  of  England  Justilied.  His  historical  tracts,  also,  contaia 
much  nsefnl  matter. 

This  town,  likewise,  ranks  araon^  its  natives  a  man  whose  ta- 
lents might  have  reflected  credit  on  the  place  of  his  birth,  if  his 
wit  had  taken  principle  for  its  ),'uide.  We  alludu  lo  l^larcbamout 
Xrdbam,  or  Needham,  who  was  born  here  in  16*20.     At  th«  age 
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of  foartfvn  lie  was  placed  an  a  cimrister  at  All  ^^uuls*  College 
OxfurJ.  wlKre  lie  remnined  till  Ifi37,  when  lie  took  tlie  dFigTce  «f 
B.  A.  He  then  rrmoveil  to  Loudau,  and  beeiime  an  iisli«r  iu  Mer- 
chant Taylors'  School.  Ujistt^tdy  in  [lursuit,  lie  anerwi 
found  employment  as  an  under  clerk  in  Graj'a  Inn.  White 
ga^ed  ill  this  capacity  he  commei)ccd  writer  for  the  press, 
popular  side  seeueil  to  promise  mnst  einolumpul,  and  he, 
fore,  pii1ilis)i«d  a  periodit-ul  suUre  on  tlie  court,  under  the  title  of 
HcrcuriusBritanniciis.  lie  now  emerged  from  Griiy's  Inn;  and, 
informing  the  puhlic  that  he  was  duly  prepared  hy  study,  be 
meuced  the  pnicticc  of  llie  healiiif^art.  But  hie  patieuta  wi 
•fie^dity  relieved  from  the  ilungtr  of  his  interference ;  for  lie  W 
imprisoned  in  the  Gate-house,  charged  with  aspersing  llie  Kin^ 
in  his  patriotical  publicatimiB.  Disliking  con&nement,  he 
changed  political  sideK,  and  became  the  author  of  a.  work  termed 
Mercurius  Pragmatic  us,  teplete  with  poii^naiit  satire  levelled  at 
the  Presbyter iaiiH.  When  the  factious  party  advanced  in  power,b« 
judged  it  expedient  to  quit  London  ;  and,  for  some  time,  accreted 
himvelf  iu  the  nci^hhonrhood  of  his  native  place;  hut  was  dU< 
covered  and  couiinilted  to  Newgate.  He  then  onoe  mora 
changed  sides,  and  his  talent  for  popular  writiu);  was  bo  highly 
appreciated  tiiat  he  was  released  by  the  parlianieulary  leadenj 
and,  aa  the  price  of  pardon,  he  wrote  MercuriuH  Folilicua,  a  woit 
tevtrely  hostile  to  the  cause  of  the  royalists.  A  sudden  death 
put  an  end  to  this  prostitution  of  talent.  He  expired  la' 
D'Evreux  Court,  Temple  Bar,  and  waa  buried  in  the  cbarch  of 
St.  Clement's  Danes. 

In  the  parish  of  BitADWELL.at  the  distance  of  three  miles  fron 

Burford,  is  BroadwcU  Grove  House,  the  seat  of  William  Hcr- 

vey,  Esq.      The  range  of  woodland  from  which  th 

rifes  a  name,  comprises  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  tweni 

ftcres.     In  a  deep   recess  of  this  sylvan  district  stoed,  till  latcl 

an  autient  mnnaion,  which  was  of  too  (;loomy  and  retired  a  cha> 

tacter  to  be  generally  pleasing.     Mr.  Ucrvey  bus  pulled  down 
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tlie  old  house,  and  Las  erected  an  edifice  in  the  modern  Go* 
thic  style  of  architecture.  He  has,  likewise,  converted,  with 
mucli  taste  and  judgment,  a  part  of  the  woodland  into  plea- 
sure ground,  and  has  opened  a  fine  prospect  over  the  Berk- 
shire and  Wiltshire  hills.  This  estate,  together  with  the  raa« 
nors  of  Brad  well,  Filkins,  and  Kelmscot,  was  the  property  of 
the  Marquis  of  Thomond  ;  who,  in  1804,  sold  it  to  the  pre- 
sent proprietor. 

Filkins  Hall,  the  seat  of  Edward  Colston,  Esq.  is  situate 
also  in  the  parish  of  Bradwell.  This  gentleman  is  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  sisters  of  Edward  Colston,  Esq.  formerly  a  mer« 
chant  fif  Bristol,  the  munificent  founder  of  many  charitable  in* 
atitutions  at  Bristol,  and  other  places.  From  him  his  sis- 
ter's family  possess  a  considerable  landed  estate ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  have  assumed  his  name,  and  dropped 
that  of  Edwards.  The  mansion,  though  not  elevated,  com^I  f'^^ 
mands  a  fine  prospect.  It  is,  likewise,  ornamented  by  some 
good  paintings. 

The  small  village  of  Brouguton  Poggs  is  one  mile  distant 
from  Bradwell.  In  this  parish  the  late  Sir  William  Burnaby 
possessed  a  mansion  of  some  consequence,  which  is  still  the 
property  of  his  family,  but  has  not  b(ien  occapied  for  several 
years.  One  of  the  Broughtons  was  held,  in  the  reign  of  Edr 
ward  II.  by  John  Mauduit,  in  capite  from  the  King,  by  the 
Mljeantry  of  mewing  one  of  the  King's  goshawks,  or  carry ingil 
that  hawk  to  the  King's  Court. 

The  church  of  Black  Bourton  was  given  to  Osn^y  Abbey 
by  Hugh  de  Burton,  and  Radulph  Murdac,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  II. 

In  the  chancel  is  buried  "  the  Honourable  Sir  Arthur  Hop- 
iott#'  late  ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Spain  for  Charles  the 
First.''  He  died  in  his  sixty-second  year,  on  the  jixth  of 
March,  1649. — Attached  to  the  church  is  "  the  Hungerford 
Chapel ;"  in  which  are  interred  several  of  the  Hungerford  fa- 
mily, 
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tnily,  once  so  powcrM  iii  the  county,  and  «bo  poMeesed  con- 
siderable property  in  litis  acigbbourbood. 

Tke.towu  of  Bahpton  is  distant  fourteen  miles  from  Ox'i 
ford,  aad  five  miles  from  Witnny.  The  eirciimstance  or*'be* 
■towing  a  name  «n  a  bundreU  is  no  a^urance  of  the  foriMr 
cousequciicc  of  a  place;  since  we  find  a  heath,  a  brook,  or  A 
tree  of  particular  ciiaraclcr,  snmetimes  chosen  for  that  piiN< 
pose.  Bampton,  however,  appears  to  have  been  a  lowD  of' 
some  traffic  and  eminence  before  tlic  ConqneHt;  for  that  it 
pHid,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey,  Jijiy  skilHngt  for  « 
market ;  and,  for  paniinsie  and  the  salterns  of  Wic  and  other 
cuHtomaiy  dues  of  the  vassals,  nine  pounds  and  thirteen  sKiW 
lings.*  The  soke  of  two  hundreds  belonged  to  the  mauor;  tnd, 
in  the  wbole.  it  rcnilered  yearly  fourscoTe  poutida  and  fortj 
shillings  by  tale. 

We  meet  with  nothing  concerninn  this  place  at  an  earlj  pe^ 
Tiod,  except  that  "  Leofric,  chaplain  to  King  Edward  the  C«i> 
fcssor,  and  the  first  Bishop  of  l^xeter,  gave  to  his  new  church  ai 
Exeter,  his  land  at  Bampton,"  to  which  clinrch  it  belongs  Is  this 

The  manor  was  part  of  the  estate  of  Andomare  de  Vnlencr, 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  dyiug  without  issue,  this  manor  devnlved 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Comyn,  of  Badcnlmugh.  8h< 
marrivd  Richard  Lord  Talbot,  who  obtained  of  King  Edward  IIL 
^  charter  of  free  warren  in  all  his  demesne  lundi 
On  the  demise  of  an  eider  brother,  the  manor  afterwards  caiM 
John  Talbot,  Earl  of  Shrcwsburj-,  so  renowned  for  his  exploits  in 
the  reiguof  Henry  VI.  His  posterity  enjoyed  it  but  a  little  time; 
for  we  find  the  estate  in  the  families  of  Molins  and  Hungerfbrd,  ia 
til*  reign  of  Edward  IV.  This  king  disposed  of  it  to  John 
Wcnlock,  wlien  Robert  Lord  Hungerford  sided  with  the  LaiK 
triMta^iost  him,  f 

*  Trnnf.  Domctday,  p.  tk 
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Tbe  t«wn  ef  Banpton  ovw  vean  tbc  truqnil  oppeBrance  ofia  ^ 

\»Tge  village.    Il  lias  a  nominal  weekly  market,  birt  very  little  M 

huBvteaa  in  iraaeatled ;  nor  hm  the  plan  «ny  tnuuicipal  officer  I 

of  ■  Uiflier  ^uaJiiy  ihan  tlie  churcli wardens,  Sec.  common  to  eray  M 

The  dnirch  is  a  lar^e  awl  bandsone  bailJiiig,  in  the  falia  AT  M 
a  croM,  vilii  a  tower  apriogiiig  from  the  Gentry,  Hurmounted  by  k.  V 
weighty  spire.  The  interior  has  lately  hten  rnlomed  by  a  goo4  4 
tsegma,  |dikeed  there  by  private  HubHcript'ton.  The  tithes  nredi^^ 
vided  between  three  portionists,  each  of  whom  ia  preaeoted  by  tin  I 
oborck  «f  Exeler.  I 

Not  far  diataDt  Irom  the  diiireh  are  some  rcmaitia  of  a  cast!*,  fl 
which  is  Gaid  to  hare  been  built  by  King  John.     The«e  remaina  m 
are  mow  nccupied  as  a  fartn-hmMe ;  and,  in  g«nerel  character,  I 
Itiey  wMild  appear  not  to  be  oUet  than  the  reign  or  Edward  ttn   ' 
•eooad  or  Uiird.     Some  omamenta  were  eTidently  bestowed  <ta 
the  interior  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII.;  for,  in  the  ceilio^  of 
the  pdacipal  room  now  jtlandin^,   are  represented  the  r«d  and 
white  rnseanniled.  J 

Dr.  Plot  furnishes  ui  witli  nothing  memorable  concerning  thia  M 
krwD,  excejit  some  Ktiockt  heurd  liy  the  family  of  o  Captain Wooilr  I 
ae  certain  prognostics  of  a  death  among  themselves  or  relati vet. -^ 
The  iearited  naturalist  delivers  this  story  at  great  length,  aoA  i 
■eeas  much  iattirested  by  its  marvellous  tenour.  I 

The  river  Isiii  ia  croisod,  tlir«e  milry  to  the  south-west  4fV 
Baniptan.  by  Radeot  Brvtge.     Thia  structure  conaista  of  thread 
arches,  and  has  tnnrlCB  of  great  antiijuity.      In  consequence  bf  1 
a  cut  whiuh  wui  completed  in  1787,  for  the  improvement  of  tiM  A 
navigation  of  the  river,  the  ntream  which  flows  throiigh  is  noW  \ 
deserted  by  tralHc,  but  the  neighbourhood  possesses  inanypl^J 
lorial  tmvties,  and  i>  rendered  interesting  by  historical  aneol 
date.      It  wan  iit  this  vicinage   that  u  conflict  took  place,  lbi4 
Um  reign  of  Richard  11.  between  Robert  De  Vere,  Earl  of  Ox> 
ford,  aad  leveral  of  the  nobility  who  envied  his  high  favour  with 
the  Crown.     The  Eail  was  vanquished,  but   saved    his   life   by 
HT^pVOL.  XII.  3  I  plunging 


iiluiiging  ioto  the  slieam,  aad  SDJimniiig  to  an    ubscBre  point  d 
the  OfpotuU  eFiore.  * 

At  Sbiffukd,  four  miles  frora  Bamplon,  on  Ibe  soatb-casl,  nt 
Ruramuiisti),  liy  King  Alfred,  one  of  Uie  first  Parluuaents  iKUit 
Eugland.  Tins  curiouH  circuniEUuce  it  nxorded  in  «  US.  U 
Ike  Cotloniaii  Library,  uliich  has  been  tbus  trenslal«d  : — "not 
Kate  at  ShidorJ  many  tliauea,  mixnj  bia)io[»,  >u<l  ataaf  karatd 
1,  Slid  BwFul  knt^'hts  ;  there  «as  Earl  Elfricfc,  nn 
learDciJ  in  tlie  law  ;  and  Alfred,  Englaud't  herdsman,  EngEuA 
darling;  lie  was  Kiii^  of  England,  lie  Uu»ht  tltcn  Utatco^ 
hear  liiiii  how  tliey  sliuuld  live."  Tlie  village  in  wkicfc  Ikm 
great  ppraotiagcB  aaseuibled  now  consists  only  of  four  at  fire  nnl 
ten  cine  Ills 

situated  in  an  o|>en  and  moorisli  conntry,  at  the  tlisUaee  4^ 
two  railea  from  Sliittord,  is  Standlakh.  This  manor  belan^  t« 
the  lirc-yK  of  Rutherliclil,  and  John  Lord  Grey,  in  the  fourtfa  of 
J3d«ard  ill.  obtained  lierc  a  charter  of  free  warren.  The  maiar 
wan  ailti^^arda  iJiiided  into  four  portiooi.  One  sliare  vat p«*> 
■essed  by  llie  family  of  Molina,  in  the  rei^D  of  Menrj  VI.  i 
the  other  three  parts,  with  the  adiowson  of  the  church,  ' 
firocured  by  Thomas  Lord  firadestan,  whose  great  grandtlugl 
Eliiabeth  cairied  there,  by  marriage,  to  Walter  de  la  Pole. 

Keiiiiet,  in  his  parochial  antiqitities.  obiter*es  th^  tlie  foil 
uig  curious  cuBtom  prevails  in  StandUke:  "  The  minitttcr  af4| 
parish,  iu  bis  procesujou  within  Rotation  week,  reftds  t  ■ 
at  a  barrel's  head,  in  the  cellar  of  the  Checquer  Inn,  in  this  k 
where  some  &ay  there  was  formerly  a  hermitage,  otbera  that  t] 
WHS  anciently  a  cross  at  which  a  (gospel  was  read  in  fonner  tiioea, 
over  which  the  cellar  being  now  built  they  were  forced  to  coDliuite 
tke  ens  torn." 

We  have  vainly  endeavoured  to  investigate,  in  a  satisbcbtf} 
manner,  tlie  ground-work  of  this  story.  No  such  custom  bow 
prevails;  nor  Is  it  known  io  the  neighbourhood  that  there  e 
was  a  public  house  in  Standlake  bearing  the  sign  of  the  ( 
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qoen.  Dr.  Rawliuson,  in  his  MS  collections  tor  Oxrordshire, 
aays,  (but  witbont  noticing  the  above  cuHtoni,)  "  thnt  there  if, 
in  tiie  parish  of  Stanillalic,  mil  in  Itic  road  between  Gluuceater 
aod  London,  an  ancient  house,  called  in  old  writiii^H  ihe  Her- 
mitage. The  tenant  pays  Sa.  4d.  per  annum  for  it  to  Lincoln 
College,  Oxon,  and  it  viu  well  known  by  the  Sign  of  the  Chee- 
quers."  Possibly  this  was  the  honse  which  BiBbop  Kennet  sup- 
posed to  be  "  in  the  to«n"  of  Standlake ;  and  the  following  con* 
jecture  may,  perhaps,  account  for  his  notion  respecting  the  ■!- 
ledged  custom.  In  open-field  districts,  like  Standlake,  ther«  is 
a  perambulation  of  the  boundaries  once  in  every  thirty  or  forty 
years,  which  is  attended  by  many  of  the  parishioners,  both 
youDg  and  old,  the  resident  clergyman  forming  one  of  the  num- 
ber.  When  thin  procciision  arrives  at  certain  spots,  the  clergy- 
man reads  sometimes  a  few  verses  of  a  gospel,  or  the  epistle  of 
the  precedin);  Sunday,  in  order  to  imprint  forcilily  on  the  minds 
of  the  younger  of  his  anditori)  the  line  of  demarkation  at  wbicli 
tbey  paused.  When  the  perambulators  stop  for  rcrreshment  the 
same  ceremony  is  again  observed ;  and  thul,  perhaps,  from  the 
Barrel's  Head,  in  order  to  render  the  act  more  impressive  on 
account  of  singularity.  Snch  a  perambulation  possibly  took 
pUee  3  short  time  before  this  usually  accurate  writer  visited 
Standlake.  The  procession  had  halted  at  the  Checqnen,  on  the 
Gloucester  road,  then  traditionutly  *  termed  the  Hermitagie;  and 
be  was  misled  as  to  the  period  at  which  the  ceremony  of  gospel 
reading  was  wont  tn  occur. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Standlake  is  an  ancient  building, 

partly  moateiT,  and  retaining  traces  of  a  drawbridge.     This  has 

evidently  been  a  mansion  of  some  note,  and  is  termed  Gattnl'i 

House:  hut,  from  the  state  of  the  neighbouring  property  at  the 

2  I  2  period, 

*  All  trulilioniry  puliculariweie  thca  niDce  vivid  iliin  at  pteseut.  Tbe 
<fii«eniin»tianoflelteri,  t>y  preientingi  perpeliiJiI  nrnlj  to  iLo  Uney,  leuent 
iho  neceuil;  far  oril  inlornation.  That  ■  fondneu  rr>r  tradition  ii  nfiiif 
decl'miiig,  will  be  unlrorml;  found  b^  ihOK  w))a  ftet  tt  incumbent  la  mkks 
M\J  thing  twrdering  ou  Htiniirc  local  enquirici. 
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potiod.  it  pnins  unlikely  tliat  it  was  ^je  retiAenc^  ^  ItAani 
Gfunt,  Oake  o(  Lancastur.      Tliu  building  is  now  l«nanteJ  bj  a 

Xb^villageof  BrizeNokton  ih  about  four  mile*  from  tLe  town 
f|fWiti)ey,  ofi  the  anutli-wcst.  Tbisi  manor  lias  been  long  in  tbe 
ft^Wy  of  GfcetiwDocl,  (deepeudeJ  fiom  one  of  Xiie  liaughWrs  of  Ibc 
greatSir  Xbopai  More,)  who  bave  a  pHnaion  in  tbe  parish,  oa* 
ft9Cii|>ie4,bj  A  farmer.  Adjoining  was  a  cliapd,  deitio^ed  aome 
lev  jG^ra  back,  in  which  Pivini:  service  waa  perfarmed  a 
to  the  Roota'i  Catholic  mode  of  wpnhip. 

The  cliurch  is  u  plain  but  ancient  fabric,  and  qon^iu 
vera)  memorials  of  the  Grceiiwund  family,  together  wilfa  ) 
oUier  inonuiucixis.  But  the  wbole  interiur  uf  Uie  buildin 
i  lamentable  state  of  ue^'lctl.  ThO  part  termed  Lord  Wcnm, 
aiale  exbibitti  a  scene  of  ilirL  and  dila|iiilBtion  Ibat  caanyt  beM 
/KVprely  r^prcheudrd,  Tbe  earthen  Qnor,  and  ihe  (osrer  i 
ofthevalts,  are  covered  with  a. grcqi  alime;  and  there  ( 
ver^  s^tue  efiigies,  lying  indiicrjminivtely  about  the  ground,  i 
igjitfii  vith  ^ict,  and  apparently  consi<lered  an  cominon  Inm, 
[The  Tpofing  of  this  aisle,  and  that  of  tbe  cliancel ;  the 
fife  r^tng-desk,  and  pulpit;  all  equally  dcuiand  [^{u 
ffj^e  Ifeholder  finda  difiiculty  In  Relieving  that  Uiis  ia  ml)^ 
pifcp  appropriated  to  religious  n'orabiii,  according  lo  the  k 
llfaeCboidiLof  Euglaud  !  ]t  would  be  je^y  to  expatiate  on  i 
jevijs  Jikely  lo  accrue  from  aucli  an  irreverent  ncglecl; 
violation  of  decency  in  the  first  instance  is  a  aufBcientsyluM^.I 
revarji. 

At  Caxweli,  in  tliis  parish,  was  formerly  the  principal  n 
of  a  branch  of  the  Wcuinaji  family.  The  luansian  if  qi 
yetlH  '''^'*  ^  fam-housc,  hut  it  will  still  be  )ookc^  off  frii^  ^ 
■ntenat  when  we  remember  Uiat  it  was  once  occupied  by  Sir 
Francis  Wenman,  the  bosom  friend  of  tbe  excellent  and  ill-fated 
tord  I-'alkland. 
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ti'eleTen  milei  f^om  the  cliyof  OKfon?;  oti  tbe  n«nh-«eat.  Tlris' 
di/Mlfid  and  pleBsing  lowii  is  wutcred  by  the  river  Windnidi,  and 
«toDsi»b  chi^tfy  oftvo  klreeta.  'I^e  priDcipal  of  these  is  abbul 
dOt'atW  in  lenglh.  Ttie  domestic  tiuil()ln»s  are  unirorml;  of » 
nkpectaUe  ch^ratter,  aud  cnnny  are  lioth  handsome  and  apJI^ 
rf6uK  Thewhole  derive  a  grateful  air  uf  cleanlinesi  and  proBperity* 
Atnr  K  cttMdm  iihich  preTails  of  «)louTin|:  the  front!!  with  a  ligfal 
Mlri>  pltftiitii:  ydlov.  As  the  High  Street  dratva  towardi  the 
dbriK,  it  progtenively  expands,  and,  in  th«  broad  area,  is  {Jre> 
served'tm  extenlof  ^ecn  swai-d,  through)  which  is  f<A-rted ^  wida 
tU  huidMnie  ^vel  watk,  leading  to  the  church.  Ffew  tovnb 
Mmtthilitg  SO'  tnan^  iohubilBnts,  and  posseuing  sucU  a  rntti- 
lUibtj  con){Ktetace  of  substantial  buitdingB,  oiHliitain  so  qui«t  and 
rani  a  character  of  aspect.  The  church  ncciipies  the  complete 
UMdiiAtion  of  th«  Eireel,  and  farms  a  tine  archit^ctonil  finish  li> 
the  gcneni  vieW. 

Witney  ha«  long  fa«en  cMebnited  for  the  manufectary  of 
blankets.  Dr.  Plot  mstrXs.  that,  it'tlie  tirae  of  tiia  writing; 
the  weaving  business  einployell  not  le^s  than  3000  persons, 
"  froitf  child r(D  of  i-ij;hl  jears,  to  decrP]iit  oM  age."  Tliis  num- 
ber apt>eiiTS  coDBiderablt ;  but  we  inny  believe  thnt  it  ia  not 
exnggr^rated  when  we  reiiiember  that  eVery  branch  of  the  muiu- 
ftiUity  was' then  cliUivkt«d  by.  ntanutil  Ubonr.  In  the  i^venteailh 
century  the  bWkets  made  at  Witney  bore  an  ascendant  in  the 
market,  and  w«^t%  of  universal  request.  lA  the  latter  part  ofthe 
eighleentb  century  the  trade  eiiperienced  a'  greftt  defalentjon. 
"  Wheh  Iwiw'here,"  says  Mr.  Arthur  Yonng,  (dating  from  180?,) 
"  thlrlyinine  years  ago,  there  were  above  600  weavers  in  the 
place;  bnt  it  sank  gradually  to  about  half  that  number,  aud  even 
lower;  and  very  great  dUtrcss  consequently  ensued';  bnt,  for- 
Innalely  for  the  inhabitanlK,  the  spinning  Jennies  were  intro- 
dnctd,  with  other  nTBchinerj',  especially  the  spiing  ImUis,  by 
i  1  3  which 
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wbicli  one  man  Joes  the  work  of  two.  As  much  woftl  (ik!*, 
iiot  fleece  vool,)  is  wrouglit  bere  aa  there  was  forty  years  ago, 
which  wai  then  estimated  at  TOOO  {i^iku ;  and  trade  is  is* 
creuing.  Machinery  at  present  earns  40001.  a  year,  and  the 
place  1  wai  assnred  ia  flourithin^.  Bui,  in  respect  to  the  ttttM 
of  the  working  handi,  the  meda]  muht  he  retersed  ;  for  the  fbnner 
fetate  of  the  manufacture  having  nursed  up  a  great  popalalion,  llie 
effect  of  the  introdaction  of  machinery,  gave,  with  fuch  a  popula* 
tioD,  the  power  of  keeping;  down  wages  in  sudi  a  niauuer  as  ta 
deprive  the  poor  of  any  share  in,  or  at  least  leaving  them  a  very 
■mall  one  in,  that  prosperity  wliich  has  pervaded  tlie  kingdoia, 
and  GO  greatly  raised'  the  general  wages  a{  laliour.  la  1768, 1 
found  that  ten  or  twelve  shillings  a  week  went  the  smrninga 
tlie  weaver!!,  and  they  are  now  but  twelve  ahilliugs,  wi^  thi 
ploymeutuf  Ifits  than  half  the  number  thai  were  her«  in  tha 
period.  In  l?68  blankets  were  nude  to  31.  Apair;  tfae;  areno^ 
up  lp5l.  a  pair." 
The  manu&ictories  in  the  north  poafesa  many  local  advaa- 
lages,  which  enable  ihem  to  prove  powerful  rivals  to  Uie  Uada 
of  Wilneyi  Lul.  at  present,  the  town  ia  full  of  hufin^BB.  Tlie 
protracted  war,  which  iDJures  so  many  duscriplions  of  inuui- 
bctarc,  fumiahes  the  weavers  with  employment.  BIuik«(a  are 
necessarily  wanted  in  great  numbers  for  the  uac  of  the  raiioaa 
aimamenls  spot  on  foreign  expeditions  ;  and  Witni:y  has  its  full 
ahare  of  government  orders.  The  masters  at  any  rate  appear 
to  prosper ;  but  tiie  slate  of  the  poor-rates  proves  that  the  b- 
boaring  part  of  the  population  ia  far  from  being  in  a  desirable  condi- 
lion.  Perhaps  lOOU  persons, com prining men,  women,  and  children, 
may  now  b«  employEd  in  the  different  branches. 

The  staple,  or  blanket,  ball,  is  situale  on  the  east  ude  of 
the  High  Street,  and  is  a  building  calculated  to  adorn  the 
place,  About  the  centre  of  the  same  street  is  the  town  hall,  a 
handume  modern  building  of  stone,  with  a  piaiza  beneath,  in- 
tended for  a  market-place.  Nearly  adjoining,  ■■  a  more  hiinf 
hie  bnilding,  lermed  the  market  cross,  which  was  cnctad  by 
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The  pevrtng  of  the  churcli  ii  modern,  and  very  handeonMi 
The  rooH  of  pews  in  Ibe  tranaeiiU  are  double,  aiid  are  made  to. 
aacend  progreteively,  for  about  twelve  steps.  This  ap|ieM«  a 
pjactice  worthy  of  uolice.  By  such' an  airangement  of  theaeaU, 
a.  view  i*  obtained  of  the  pulpit  from  tiio  most  refflola  parta 
of  Ui«  building.  A  temperate  uie  of  actios  must  certainly  be 
deemed  deairable  in  churcli-oratory.  A  moral  and  rcligioBS 
a«Dtenoe  niipeaU  to  tlie  aiiditur  with  double  weight,  if  enforced  by 
tbd  look  and  perauesiTe  altitude  of  tlie  preacher.  Uiit  Uieae- 
grand  auxiliariut  of  arjjument  are  lost  in  churclies  pewed  ae> 
cofdiiif  to  the  ancient  manner.  It  is  much  to  he  wiiibed  IhU 
clergymen  of  the  eaUMiahed  chnrch  would  cultivale  as  animated 
luade  of  delivery  i  aiid  then'  we  cajiuot  preacribe  to  tbeir  pa-- 
riahionera  a  better  model  for  the  disposal  of  a  congregation  than 
that  to  be  beeu  at  Witney.  The  wliole  rumitare  of  this  charch  ia. 
indeed,  decoroua  and  pleasing^  Oyer  a  gallery  at  (ho  vert  in 
placed  a  good  organ. 

Adjoining  the  ohurcli-yard  on  tlie  west,  is  an  excellent' attns 
parsouage  house,  built  by  Dr.  Preind ;  and,  on  tbo  eaal,  is  ni 
range  uf  alrDa^hoaaes,  erected  and  endbwed  "  for  tliv  mniilsn- 
nanceofals  poor  nidowa  of  Idanket-makcTB,  by  John  Hotlowsyi 
cbLhier.  who  died  1724." 

There  a«e  Dissenting  meeting' houses  for  Quakers,  Preahylc* 
riaiK,  and  Methodists. 

ThA  popnlatioB  of  this  town,  as  specified  by  the  returns  to  Psj* 
Itwicnt  in  IE)lt;  ia  2,7^;  and  the  rnimht*  of  hnases. ]»  atatoLb]'- 
the  siinie  retums  to  b«  M3. 

Witacy  was  odc  of  the  eight  manors  given  ia  1040,  biy  Aiwrn; 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  to  his  church,  in  couaeqveuce  of  the  aeen-- 
Bali  on  brought  ngaJDit  him  of  iadalging  in  habits  of  snpicionf^ 
intimacy  with  the  mother  of  Edward  tfae  Confessor;  'I'he  ija 
mother  cleared  hersslT  by  undergoing  the  fiery  ordeal,  "niia, 
probably,  was  an  experiment  of  little  danger.  The  tusbo^  re- ' 
iled  himself  to  thedei^y  by  the  gift- of  eight  ruanon:;  and- 
)ie  could  spare  them  all.  In  Ibe-  year  1 171,  Bishop  Blois  W 
9  stowed 
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slowed  the  manor  of  Witnfy  on  liis  new  rouDJation  ai  SL 
Tile  lawn  experimced  cnitsiilertbte  beneHt  Ayini  tlie   palroiiagi 
of  AndaiDBrc  de  Valrnce,  Earl  of  Pembrot;--,  who  bad  Hie  fee 
Bampton  Hundred.     In  tlic  5tb  of  Edward  il.  it  was  ouidc 
fpee  borouiih,  and  contiiined  lo  8Piid  ncmberc  tn  Parliunent  tilt 
Ihe  33rd  of  Edward  111.  in  wtiicb  year  the  )>ntile^e  wu  de- 
clined. 

In  the  reign  of  Edwaid  II.  we  find  that  solemn  jmii^tfl  wi 
pcrfanned  here,  between  Uumpbrey  Bohun,  Earl  of  HErcfotd, 
the  one  aide,  and  Aymcr,  or  AudnmaK,  de  Valence,  Earl  of  Pun* 
broke,  on  the  other. 

In  tbe  seventeenth  century  an  arcident  occnired  at  Wiliiej,'' 
which  was  dixastrous  in  ilHelf,  nnd  is  esptcially  meinorabl*  from 
tbe  publicity  it  gained  through  puritanical  miiirepreKeat&tioii, 
The  young  and  tbe  gny  of  Ihe  town  aasembled,  in  innocent 
merrimeut,  to  witness  the  perfonnunce  of  a  dramalie  piece.  Tlw 
flooring;  gave  way.  and  several  lives  were  lost  in  tlie  general 
downfal.  Instead  of  sympathy  the  auDeiers  met  uith  execra- 
tion. One  John  Rowe,  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  and  "  Lee- 
turn*  ID  the  towne  of  Witney,"  published  an  acconnt  of  Uie  ooi 
currence,  intituled  "  Trajfi-comredia ;  Iwing  a  brief  relation  «f 
the  strnnge  and  wouderfnl  hand  of  God  discovered  at  Witiiey,  in 
tlic  Comedy  acted  there,  February  3,  where  there 
alaiiie,  many  hurt,  with  sevcrall  other  remarkable  passages:  to> 
g-elher  with  what  was  preached  in  thrte  sertnoni  on  that  occa- 
sion, from  Rom.  i.  l>i>.  both  which  may  serve  as  some  check  to 
the  growing  Alheisme  of  the  present  age.  Oxf.  1652."  Th« 
nge  must  indeed  be  far  gone  in  euthusinsm,  which  could  be  n- 
floenced  by  such  imbecile  ravings  as  those  uf  Mr.  Rowe;  yet', 
we  are  told  that  this  publicatiou  contributed  uot  a  little  to  tba 
suppression  of  plays  at  the  period.  We  learn  from  tlie  pamphlet 
that  Ihe  piece  performed  was  "  Mncedonis,  the  king's  sonne  of 
Valentia,  and  Amadine,  tlie  king's  daughter  of  AmgoD ;  witli 
the  merry  conreits  of  MoubC,  &c."  The  aclnrs  were  eouotry-i 
moi,   and  nearly  all  fiom  Stanton  Uarcourt.      They  acteit  fop 
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pecuniary  re«aril,  ani]  liad  performed  ttieir  comedif  in  several  a4l- 
jawnl  places.  *  Denieil  the  ate  of  tlie  townliall,  they  fixed  on 
the  White  Hart,  a  principal  inn  a.1  Witney.  At  seven  o'clock  ig 
the  evening  the  drum  hent  and  the  trumpet  eouniled,  to  annouuca 
that  all  was  ready.  Men,  women,  and  children,  to  the  nnmlH^r 
of  three  hundred,  allfnded  the  sunimons.  The  theatre  of  the 
ni^ht  was  a  large  apartment,  which  had  heen  Ubed  as  a  maltiug- 
room,  "  having  a  part  of  it  covered  «ith  earth  to  that  purpose." 
The  play  had  proceeded  for  ahout  nn  hour  and  a  half  wheo  u 
beam  gave  vay,  and  the  ilooring  sank.  Tlie  fall  wa«  not  quick, 
and  llic  whole  went  into  a  room,  "  mliere  there  was  a  shulHe- 
board,  which  was  broke  to  pieces."  All  for  a  fen  dreadful  nm- 
meats  was  siletice,  Ai  length  sach  cries  and  groans  arose  as 
furnished  the  declaimer  with  several  very  pertinent  allusions  in 
bis  three  sermons  from  Rom.  i.  16;  and  it  was  found  that  fire 
were  '■  slaiuc  outright."  The  whole  of  the  persons  killed  on  the 
spot  were  children;  a  woman  had  lier  leg  broken,  and  underwent 
amputatiuu.  Though  these  were  "  awful  warnings,"  the  sufleren 
were  still  few  in  unmbet;  bat  Air.  Kowe  closes  the  account  by 
informing  us  "  that  sixty  perGous  arc  said  to  have  been  muck 
bmiaed." 

in  the  year  1734,  Witney  suffered  from  couQagration.  A 
fire  broke  out  at  the  dwelling  of  a  tallow  chandler ;  and,  in  less 
than  three  hours,  thirty  bouses  were  entirely  destroyed. 

Pour  miles  to  the  north-vrest  of  Witney  is  Astall.  This  manor 
is  written  Eslliale  in  the  Norman  Survey,  and  then  belonsed  Id 
Roger  de  Ivri,  who  hehl  it  of  the  king.  In  the  parish  is  an  old 
manorial  mansion,  new  used  as  a  farm-bouse,  which  was  foriuerlr 
Iho  residence  of  Sir  Richard  Jones,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  reign  of  Chailes  ],  and  afterwards 
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in»t)i«  ■«!  of  Lord  Viscoant  L«ml«y,  who' married  tIA*  wif 
(la«g)itei<  of  Sir  Ricbard  JoD«s.  Loril  Lumley  solii  ilip  r 
and  a  gKKt  pfirt  of  the  (UineMed  estate,  to  Sir  BdmutH  FttUptieB 
in  1689.  By  the  nmrriige  of  a  a'Mtr  of  the-  lale  Ricfrvrt]  t 
Pettiplsce,  Esq.  the  iiitner  passed  to  theGyWiiue  IWtnlly, 
it  Has  recently  been  pure Initd  liy  Lord  Redndnlc. 

In  the  north  alste  of  the  churcli  <^  Ast^I  xtutrde  a  lar 
eofflit,  said  Ui  contain  the  remains  of  Alin  Corbett,  *  c«acubiril 
tA  Uenr^  L  The  lid  iras  parlly  opened  a  few  yicara  agu, 
■  piete  of  silk- ribbon  "»as  lak«u  fiUt;  The  ftrtlier  conlAnt^  t 
INcrcoffin  wt^e  not  examined. 

In  this  part  of  the  cmiuty  are  tMre«  pitrtshes  completely  i 
lited.     Of  these  the  chwdie*  of  Lorfpford  -and  ShiHon  arcdcmtM 
tb'be  in  Oxfords  hire,  as  faras  regiirda  ectlesinstienl  goTemWetll^ 
Wt,  in  all  cJTtl  mutters,  the  parishes  are  cnuMdered  )» f< 
pfcrt  of  Berks.     We  are  not  aware  «f  any  better  reason  for  siifh'tf  I 
capricious  distribntion  oF  Irivftitt)'' tban'thtit  whielt  is  most  o 
vions:— The  parishes  in  qnebtion  were-a-'parl  of  thepW(»«*Bloili  I 
of'stime  man  of  offTcidl  inffoence  inBtrltsWrei  preriointotheCDtit  f 
<]T]eBt;  and  he  cansed  thctn  tobe  conaidercd  a  portira  of  tH  1 
county  in  which  hix  thief  property  lay,  in  order  to  have  tttenunt  | 
dcr  \iit  immedrate  jiirisdic-tion. 

Ambn>^  the-most  rare  P/iw«  fftuWHn  tirisdistTictare  Cralagi^  I 
Oxyacantka- [\3ic.  albt)  while  thonr,  or  litcT^ihorn  with  a'^ltitl,! 
EHTry;  in  a  liedge  nraV  Bamptnii. 

Ttdatpi  alpe»rF.  Perfoliate  bastard  cress;  among  thestortift  ] 
pltebbtween  Witnfy  and  ffiirfurd. 


THE  UUiSDIiED  OP  CHaDuKgTOK 

]f<  diiided  from  that  of  Hampton  by  the  river  Windrnsh,  and  ii 
baunded  by  Gloucebleriihire  on  the  west,  while  It  approaches  Ibe 
Mulyof  WavwieLou  tlte  norths  A  ouuidentble  portion  of  thn 
hundrw^, 
•'TtiedaDghleror&irRbbetftfomilior'tfarwicliiliIie.  UeOry  )^  ^^ 
Iicr  a  inniiamctl  Begioild,  cipaird  Enrl  of  Cintin*lt> 
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hMdrad,  «n  4|ie  Mntk-east,  is  eagrossed  by  tlie  forest  or  Wliiuh-  H 

wood.  The  remaining  tracU  Breoliiedy  barren  of  wood,  Biid«re  of  H 

tlie  oliamcter  of  soil  dooominnteil  tilaiuibrash.     The  money  msed  H 

for  llie  poor,  &c.   ia   Ibe  year  ending  Ganter,  tSU3,   autoanted  W  H 

11,31)11.  6ci.  Ijd.  mftkinR  an  average  of  4h.  I  Oil.  in  the  pouuil.  I 

Gbadling^ton   hundred  cantaiiis  one  market  town,  CuippiNa  H 

Norton  ;  ani  Ihe  toliowing  parishes,  tiamkts,  and  tythin^a :  I 

Atcot  :    Bruemc    (extra   parochial] ;     Chadliiifton    Eatt  ;  I 

Chadlinglon     We»t :     Cii<aticloH  ;     CkUsoH,    Pudlicotl,    and  fl 

Shvrtkainpton  ;       Cliurrhi/i  ;       Ctrnwell ;      Ckurcli-Enttone  ;  H 

FJLfidd;    Fttlbrook:    Idbury;    Kiddm^tait  (over);   Kingkam  t  ■ 

Langtey  :    Leafieid;    Ltpie/iam ;     7¥t/(M;     Miniltr  Ltmel;  I 

filortk-moor ;    Hookaerlon,    with    Sontlinpe  ,-  Over    Norlcm  ;  I 

Ramsden:  Great  Bollwrigla ;    LUtte    ftaUwrigltt;    Saiford;  I 

SoTddtn ;  Skipton  under  Whichu-ood  ;  Speliburi/,  with  Oeaaf  ^H 

Sieerford ;  Steinbrook ;  Ta^uiim ;   WaUol,                                 i  j^^P 

eiHCPING  NORTON  ^H 

(K  eighteen  aiUes  fnun  Uic    city  of  Oxford,  mi  the  Nortli*w«aI.  H 

Tli£  name  of  the    town    |iroves   ita  fornu^r   mercantile  coosc-  H 

^ence.*     Sefer-U  Roman  coiu»  h^ve  been  found  in  tbt  neigh-  H 

Iwirho^ ;  but,  as  uo  oUicr  iodicatioas  of  the  residence  pf  the  H 

Ri^iinaas  have  heeii  dis<:o,vered,  we  are  at  liltcrly  to  suppose  tliat  H 

the  pieces  were  merely  left  in  t)|e  soil  l*y  cauuallies  anioiig  thr  H 

i^ous,  9r  uatifes,  who  accepted  Roman  money  in  their  trading,  H 

tot  uiauy  a^^  afW  Itie  la«l  leijioi}  ifuilted  Britaio.  fl 

Mr.  Gpiigh,  in  \ni  a<lditioH$  to  Ciuaden,  Bays  tliat  the  tovti  of  H 

Shipping  NortoD  WAS  ibifli oily  calM  i-'vld  Sorton.    This  aasertiof  ^| 

U  9#surwlty  firrpiiequi*.     T|i^  inatior  Icrmed  Cold  Norton  joins  tliat  H 

uf  C'liipping  Nnrtpu  on  the  e^  and  norl|i-ca«l.     On  tbiii  inaiior  ^^ 

fucnierly  H 

*  '{till  nui  ccrfiiuly.  uyi  Plot,   "  a  loifii  ul  Bute  in  l)>e  Saiun  di;fi.  u 
0|ieB>»f  S'tjier  liein  i\i  Mmii  A  b<ii||[  t|i    MJIcd    fnrui  cetikiii,  emtre,  t* 
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(aTmcAy  bIdmI  a  priory :  sdi)  Mr.  Cough's  mistake  prottalily  ft 
from  liisuotrecolleclin^,  wliileliewrtole,  tlialllicreKere  tw 
tic  foundations  in  Ihis  ueigliliourhiiiid;  one  on  llie  manor  above 
meotioneil,  aoti  one  in  the  town  a(  Cliti'piii^orloti. 

Wtlliam  FJtzalan  of  Clun  wua  Lord  ■)(  tie  manor  of  Chip* 
piiignorUin  in  tlie  siidh  of  King  John;  and  in  Uie  record  hia  I 
manorial  posseSHion  loses  ils  Sasioii  addition  Chipping,  bat  no  j 
word  is  placed  u  a  substitute.     His  heir  was  John  Fitzalaa, 
his  brother,  vho,  in  the  36th  of  Henry  111.  obtained  a  charter  ] 
of  free  warren  in  all  bis  Jtmcttne  lands  h(re.      This  family  aHa- 
wards  attained  the  earldrkm  of  Arundel ;  but  the  manor  of  Chip>  I 
pingoortoTi  formed  part  of  the  estate  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  . 
the  time  of  Henry  VI.     When  John,  Earl  of  0\fard.  the  firm 
lAncastriiui,  was  consi^nc-d    to  the  scaffold.  King  Edward  IV. 
■eiied  on  his  extensive  properly,  and  ijave  this  mauoi  to  bia  o«a 
brother,  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

The  town  of  Chippingnorlon  is  bnilt  on  the  side  of  a  Conuder>J 
abk  emitieiiec.     From  this  circumstance  of  site  it  is  exposed  to] 
tlie  winds  which  sweep  over  Warwickshire  from  some  of  the  bleakeal  I 
poind  of  tbc  compass;    but  tbe   counter-balancing  advanla^a  I 
arf  equally  obvious  and  pleasing.       The   bracin^r   air   produt 
health  ;  the  shelving  po«ilion  enforces  local  cleanliness ;  tni  the  I 
height  of  foundation  ensures  a  command  of  distant  and  diver-  | 
silted  ick-'uery.     The  houitcs  arc  chiefly  composed  of  stone;  a 
though  far  from  re;>iilaf,  are,  in  many  instauces,  substantial,  uj 
of  nn  ornamental  cbaracter.     Many  new  buildings  occur,  and  tbe 
whole  town  wears  the  face  of  quiet  business  and  moderate  pro*>^  I 
perity.      It  may  be  observed,  tltat  the  character  of  tbe  domes,  f 
tic   arehileclure  improves  as  the  hill  is  ascended.     The  mort  I 
ancient  part  of  tbc  town  couches,  for  security  from  tbe  nortbi 
among  the  rt^esscs  of  a  glen  formed  by  various  intenectiog 
bills  ;  and  tbe  buildings  are  as  humble  as  the  situation.     Above 
tliis  is  a  narrow  and  ilUshnped  thoroughfare,  the  gloomy  memo- 
rial of  the  stale  of  English  provincial  towns  in  the  early  part  of 
tbe  aeveutetiutb  century.     The  wide  and  haodiome  street  which 
7  Kurmoiuti 
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■cnftouutt  bolb  Uiese  diviajons  is  tlie  work  orcompanitivelj  mo 
(leni  iiiduBtry,  and  rurnislies  a  pleasing  proof  of  the  enlargtiii«iit 
«f  idea,  wliicli  is  the  result  of  an  iucreuseil  facilily  uf  couiiuf  rcial 
■peculalioD. 

In  lliG  deep  retirement  of  llie  Tslley  U  placed  llie  pwiah 
diurcli,  a  viuernljle  Gulbic  pile  witli  an  embattled  tower  ou  tli* 
Vfnt.  Tbe  interior  i&,dividcd  into  n  nave,  chancel,  aud  two 
aisles.  Tbe  nave  is  42  feet  hi^b,  and  has  a  roofing;  of  oak  rudely 
carval.  and  painted,  with  nomerou*  intcrspemed  utara  and  other 
«aibelll«hment8.  Tbis  part  of  the  building  ia  much  more  \ohj 
tlian  Uie  aide  aisles,  and  baa  tunt;<:«  of  lij^hls  in  the  upper  com- 
partiBcutH,  la  the  whole  of  ila  leogtli.  The  nave  and  cbaucel  are 
now  «eparatt<d  by  a  wooden  screen,  an  vbich  is  written  an  ao 
count  of  various  benefactions;  but  reniaitis  of  the  untieiit  rood 
loft,  which  once  occupied  this  situation,  are  still  visible ;  and  on 
each  aide  U  a  pedestal,  surmounted  by  a  canopy.  Tbe  canopiea 
are  of  dii^aimilar  workmanship,  and  the  hgurea  which  they  were 
intended  (a  decorate  and  protect  have  bcou  long  since  removed. 
Between  tbe  divisions  once  ornamented  with  staluca  is  a  ipacious 
window,  of  Jigbt  and  tasteful  Gothic  masonry.  In  tbe  pilltr 
which  supported  tbe  rood-loft  on  the  north,  ia  worked  a  flight  of 
stone  steps,  the  liunimil  of  which  is  level  with  the  top  of  the 
present  acrcen.  A  part  of  tbe  chorch-service  was.  ondoubledly, 
[terfonneil  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Ecclesiastics  in  tbe  rood-laf). 
i,  probably,  tbe  deacou  read  the  Gospel,  atteuded  by  the  sub- 

n  holding  the  biwk,  and  two  ulerits  bearing  candles.     Tba 
of  tbe  stone  stair-case  so  often  found  contiguous  to  the  re- 

s  of  the  lofl  in  old  churches,  thus  admits  of  an  easy  ex- 
altar  tomb,  in  a  recess  to  tbe  north  of  tbe  chancel,  anp- 

tbe  effij^ics  of  Richard  Croft,  Esq.  who  died  October  3d, 

;  and  Agnes  bis  wife,  who  died  iii  1609."     The  monument 


Cioft  [smilj  were  a(  SnUOQ  under  Hialtei,  ii 
pUc«  Ibej  leaaiued  in  ISSX    Leisud  vift  "  lb 
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namll,  and  Uie  alois  people  ue  now  mipported  ia  deccncj  and 
comfort 

A  school  hat  been  lately  instttnted  for  aboat  fiirty  girls^  who- 
are  partly  clothed.  The  expenses  are  defrayed  by  a  Bubccriptio» 
aoio^g  the  ladies  of  the  place. 

At  Chipping  Norton  was  a  monastic  foundation,  mentioned  by 
Speed  withottt  any  reference  either  to  dedication,  fonnderp  of  he- 
nefcctors,  U  was  valued  at  7L  14s.*  per  ann..  Some  remains 
of  this  bnilding  ace  still  to  be  seen  near  the  entrance  of  the  town 
out  tiMf  Woodstock  side.  These  chiedy  consist  of  a  frngoient  of 
wall*,  three  feet  in  thickness  ^  a  pointed  doorway,  with  nuuiy  wt* 
ceding  bands  of  moulding;  and  a  small  window.  The  wlMda  ia 
worked  into  the  front  of  some  tenements  of  a  humble  order. 

Under  the  shop  of  a  house  in  the  High  Street,  now  ooenpied 
by  a  dealer  in  China,  are  the  well-preserved  remains  of  a  build* 
ing  which  appearato  ha¥e  been  used  as  a  chapel.  This  room  ia 
not  laiig^^and  isi  nearly  s^youtfe.  In  the  front,  on  a  level  with  the 
floor,  is.  a  dborfray,  which  haa  undergone  too  many  alterations  ta 
allow  of  any  reference  to  its  original  architectural  character.  Our 
each  side  of  the  door  is  a  small  G^hic  window,,  divided  hj  a 
broad  stone  mollion  into  two  lights.  The  ceiling  is  of  groined 
stone^  and  in  the  wall  are  two  small  recesses.  The  house  to. 
wliidithis  curious  cellar  appertains  is  on  the  more  elevated  side 
of  the  High  Street  The  road  was  evidently  raised,  when  the 
houses  on- that  side  were  built,  and  the  flooring  of  the  cellar  is> 
ah^t  l^yel  with  the  hasement  of  the  doorway  mentioned  before 
a% buying,  formed  a  part  of  the  religious  house  ia  this  town. 
There  seems,  therefore,  a  feir  warranty  for  supposing  that  tliia 
was.  a  chapel, 'Dr^oratory,  attached  to.  the  monastic  structure. 
The  distance  between  the  two.remainai»  not  more  than  one  bun* 
dred  yards.'-. 

Chipping  NoUon  sent  burgesses  to  Parliament  in  the  30th  of 
Edward  I.  and  in  the  32d  and  33d  of  Edward  III.  but  haa  not 
possessed  that  privilege  in  any  subsequent  session. 

Thia.^ 
*  Stated  by  mistake  m  Mag.  Brit,  at  31.  16s.  6d. 
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This  town  is  not  eminent  Tor  any  manuracture,  tliODgli  a  coarse 
kind  of  woollen  cloth,  used  for  waggon-tilts,  &c.  is  made  with 

The  corporation  consists  of  two  bailifis,  twelve  burgesses,  a 
town  clerk,  &c.  Theiic  civil  officers  have  entire  jurisdiction 
witliiii  the  town  precincts,  and  formerly  had  power  to  imprison  in 
cases  of  debt  from  40s.  to  four  pounds,  inclusively. 

The  town  enjojs  nbont  two  hundred  acres  of  common  land, 
which  were  given  by  one  of  the  Pilzalans,  Earls  of  Arundel. 
The  common  lands  of  the  manor  were  enclosed  in  the  year  1769, 
but  the  gift  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel  wns  excepted,  and  a  portion 
of  the  benelit  is  now  allotted  to  every  house  that  was  erected  be- 
fore the  enclosure  took  place. 

William  Fit/alan  of  Clun  obtained  from  King  John  a  charter 
for  a  yearly  fair  ;  and  there  are  now  seven  fairs  held  annually  in 
the  town  for  the  sale  of  cattle,  &c.  The  weekly  market  is  well 
atipnJed,  and  two  of  the  market  days,  the  last  Wednesday  in 
March,  and  the  last  Wednesday  In  September,  approach,  in  ex- 
tent of  business,  to  the  character  of  fairs.  large  quantities  of 
cheese  are  then  brought  for  sale.  Corn  is  sold  by  sample  in 
this  market. 

The  greater  number  of  the  inhabitants  attend  the  established 
church;  but  there  are  meeting  houses  for  Quakers,  Methodists, 
and  Baptists.  The  population,  according  to  the  returns  to  Par- 
liament in  1811,  is  1,975;  and  the  number  of  houses  383. 

Over,  or  Upper  Norton,  is  a  bamlet  pleasingly  situated 
on  an  elevation,  and  ornamented  by  the  neat  residence  and  ex- 
tensive grounds  of  Mr.  Duwkins.  This  bamlet  has  separate 
parochial  rates,  but  owns  Chipping  Norton  as  the  mother- 
On  the  manor  of  Cold  Norton  was  a  priory  of  canoiia 
regular  of  St.  Augustine,  founded  by  William  Fitzalan,  who 
(lied  about  the  I9th  of  Henry  11.  and  dedicated  to  St.  John 
the  Evangelist.  TItc  founder  possessed  a  manor  house  at  Cold 
Norton,  which  lie  gave  to  the  prior  and  canons,  or  rather,  in 
3Kd  hi» 
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Ill's  own  vtris.  to  GikI,  St  Mnry,  St.  Jolin,  and  St.  Giles.  Re 
giunii).  Earl  of  Bologne,  was  a  large  beneraclor ;  aod  the  difler- 
ent  gifts  were  confirmed  l)y  Kinc  Henry  III.  Among  Bubse<|iieiit 
bencfiictors  whb  Ralph,  I'.nTi  of  SUfford,  who,  in  the  44Ui  oC 
Edward  III.  bellowed  Lis  manor  of  Roulandrighf,  (Rollwrigbt,) 
III  Ihia  cuujily.  lu  the  eleventh  uf  Menry  VII.  as  it  app«us 
from  an  inqiilsilion  taken  at  Dorchester,  John  Wotton,  prior  of 
Cold  Norton,  died  wJlliout  having  any  convent  of  ca 
professed  canon  in  his  priory,  al  the  time  of  his  decease.  Tbe 
snrcesKJnn  of  the  priory,  therefore,  finished,  and  the  estate 
cheated  to  the  king.  At  this  time  the  revenue  was  stated  at 
per  Bnuum.  Bishop  Smith  afterwards  bought  it  of  the 
and  gave  it  to  UrasennoHC  College,  Oxford.  No  vestige  of 
huilding  cnn  now  he  traced ;  but  a  farm  and  a  mill  atill  bear 
name  of  Priory, 

Cbafll  UuiaE  is  tlie  name  given  to  an  inn  near  the  seveat]r> 
third  mile  sloiie  on  the  Birminu;ham  Road.  Here,  according  to 
(iuujicli,  wuHttu  aulieut  chapel  used  bj  Pilgrims.  In  digging  ta 
enlarge  the  buuso  several  stone  col£ii)>  liave  bt«n  discovered,  ia 
uue  of  wliich  were  found,  among  the  bones,  a  number  of 
and  a  crucifix  of  silver.  "  Three  unia,  in  a.  small  vault  like 
ovfco,"*  hdvu  nlso  been  found,  and  fragmi-nts  of  masonry 
paiuted  iflass. 

RoLi.RicH,  or  RoWLDRicB,  Stones,  the  most  curious  me 
rial  of  antiquity  to  be  seen  in  this  county,  are  about  three  mill 
diilant  from  Chip{iing  Norton,  on  the  north  west.  Tbey 
"ituate  on  an  i-mintnce  which  commandis  extensive  viewa  ovi 
long  and  intemectiug  ranges  of  hills,  on  every  side  except 
towards  Ijmg  C'oiaplim,  which  village,  with  its  attendant  pbft' 
laiix  of  tidl  aw)  far-spread  elevations,  is  hiddtn  from  the  eye  by 
a  trivial  hut  abrupt  brow  of  l;ind.  When  the  chief  of  the  sur- 
lounding  BcSRer;  consisted  of  intermingled  heath  and  wood,  tii« 
Hftuation  must  have  been  iiiipn-ssively  solemn  and  mynteriouii. 
The  busy  Jiniids  of  an  increased  population  have  now  denuded 
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moat  of  the  eleratiooe,  and  have  srrflenei)  Uie  monatonaos  gloom 
of  each  wide  expanse  of  h&ath  ;  yet  stiil  V.io  moDuinent  stands  iii 
solitary  grandeur,  amid  Kcenes  so  proroimd,  nnd  immeasiirxbtc  to 
thee  e,  that  the;  inspire  a  Mpeciea  nt  iiielaudiuly  feeling,  even 
while  enriched  by  Ihc  verdure  of  cuUivation. 

Rollrich  Stoui'a  form  a  tiiiff  which  is  not  completely  circular. 
The  diamettr  Tram  north  to  south  is  nhuut  34  yards,  and  froin 
east  to  weijl  about  33.  The  original  [lutiiher  o(  stones  appears  to 
have  been  60.  But  every  agu  has  assisted  in  the  work  of  muti- 
lalion  and  removal.  There  are  now  only  twenty-four  that  are 
more  than  one  foot  above  the  level  of  Ihe  earth.  These  are  of 
dificrent  degrees  of  elevation.  Not  any  are  more  thnri  five  feet 
from  the  ground,  except  one,  precisely  at  the  north  point,  which 
is  seven  feet  four  inches  high,  and  of  an  uneijnal  hut  considerable 
breadth.  The  Ihiokness  of  the  remainder  is  usually  not  more 
than  13  or  14  inchea. 

At  the  distance  of  84  yards  north  east  from  the  Circle  stands 
what  is  termed  the  King  Stone.  Tliis  is  abont  nine  feet  in 
height.  On  the  east  are  the  remains  of  the  Five  Knights.  These 
are  believed  by  Dr.  Stukely  to  have  formed  a  Kistvaat.  The 
whole  of  the  atones  appear  lo  have  been  taken  from  a  conli^uoua 
quarry,  audio  have  been  placed  iu  their  present  silualion  in  k 
rude  and  nnornamented  state.  Those  in  the  ring;  were  apparently 
pitched  so  close  togotiier,  that  Mr.  Gale  supposes  they  were  in- 
tended to  form  a  compact  wall.  The  entrance  seems  to  have 
been  on  the  north  east,  in  a  line  with  the  stone  denominated  the 
kin^.  Thore  are  no  marks  of  a  surrounding  trench,  nor  any  of 
an  avenue  of  approach,  us  at  Stonebenge  and  Abury.  Dr.  Stuke- 
ly mentions  several  barrows  in  the  cloKe  vicinity  ;  but  he  appears 
to  have  bestowed  this  appellation  on  a  long  and  uneven  bank, 
which  was  probably  formed  by  the  ruhbiiih  Kmnved  from  the 
quarry  that  produced  the  iitoucs.  In  the  17th  century  Ralph 
Sheldon,  Esq,  caused  the  area  of  the  circle  to  be  dug  lo  a  con- 
siderable depth ;  but  no  indications  of  sepulture,  or  hlnls  con- 
Si  K  9  cerninti 
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ceroiDg  the  founder  of  this  curious  monument,    were  dueo- 

Yered. 

.    From  our  statement  of  the  dimensions  of  Rollrich  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  autient  erection  is  trivial,  if  compared  with  the 
stupendous  relics  in  Wiltshire;  yet  Bede  does  uot  scrapie  to 
reckon  it  the  second  wonder  of  this  kingdom.    All  moDameats 
.reared  by  hands,  which  had  mouldered  into  dust  before  the  Chrs- 
.picles  commenced,  afford  a  fertile  subject  to  writers  foud  of  hypo- 
.thesls  ;  and  where  is  the  antiquary  devoid  of  such  a  partialis  ? 
Bol^iricb^  accordingly,  has  given  rise  to  a  variety  of  conjectoMS, 
The  populace,  as  usual,  settle  the  question  in  a  very  suocinet 
manner.    W4th  these  traditionary,  historians,  the  whole  assem- 
blage is  a  kind  of  petrified  court.     The  person  now  converted 
into  the  King  Stone  would  luive  been  King  of  England  if  he 
could  but  have  perceived  Long  Compton,  which  village  can  be 
clearly  seen  at  the  distance  of  six  yards  from  his  base.     The 
atones  which  composed  Dr.  Stukely's  Kistvaen  were  five  knights, 
attendant  on  the  majesty  of  the  larger  and  solitary  fragment. 
The  rest  were  common  soldiers.    We  are  chiefly  induced  to  men- 
tion this  popular  ^ey,  from  the  circumstance  of  it  appearing  to 
blend,  in  a  remote  degree,  witli  a  system  of  conjecture  formed  by 
Dr.  Plot. 

Camden  was  the  first  writer  who  treated  Rollrich  with  serious 
attention,  and  he  was  incliued  to  believe  it  a  memorial  of  some 
victory,  and  thought  that  it  possibly  was  erected  by  Rollo  the 
Dane.  "  At  the  time,''  says  Camden,  "  that  Rollo  ravaged 
England  with  his  Danes  and  Normans,  we  find  the  Danes  engag- 
ed the  Saxons  hard  by,  at  Hokenorton,  and  afterwards  again  at 
Sciersttme  in  Huiccia,  which  1  should  suppose  to  be  the  adjoin- 
ing boundary  stone  of  the  four  counties."  * 

In  regard  to  this  opinion  Bishop  Gibson  observes  "  that  the 
Saxon  annals  tell  us  it  was  in  876  that  Rollo  made  inroads  into 
Kormandy,  and  that  was  after  he  had  been  in  England ;  where- 
as the  battle  of  Hokenorton  was  in  917,  and  that  of  Sceorsian  a 

hundred  years  after.'' 

Dr. 

^  The  Four  Shire  3tone  is  six  nilef  (rom  Sbippinsoortou  on  the  north-west. 
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Dr.  Plot  is  willing  to  allow  that  the  raonnmeDt  might  be  eireet* 
«d  by  RoUo,  not  about  the  time  of  Edward  tlie  Elder,  but  wlieo^ 
as  is  asserted  by  Walsingliam,  he  was  called  to  the  .aid  of  King 
Athelstan  against  some  potent  rebels,*  "  whom  having  van* 
quished  and  reduced  into  obedience  to  their  Prince,  aud  perhaps 
too  slain  the  designed  king  of  them  (who,  possibly,  might  be 
persuaded  to  this  rebellion  upon  a  conditional  prophecy  of  coming 
to  that  honour  when  he  should  see  Long  Compton,)  might  creel 
tills  monument  in  memory  of  the  fact,  the  great  single  stone  far 
€he  intended  king,  the  five  stones  by  themselves  for  his  principal 
captains,'' &c. 

After  having  indulged  in  this  vein  of  extravagant  conjecture. 
Plot  proceeds  to  say,  that,  though  the  stones  might  have  heen 
erected  as  a  trophy,  or  triumphal  pile,  they  might  also  serve  at 
the  same  time  for  the  election  and  inauguration  of  a  king.     In 
tills  he  follows  Dr.  Charleton ;  who,  in  his  "  Stoneheuge  restor- 
ed to  the  Danes,'*  has  shewn,  on  the  authority  of  IVormius,  that 
the  northern  tribes  were  accustomed  to  hold  certain  courts  of 
Parliament,  in  which  kings  were  solemnly  elected,  which  are 
surrounded  with  great  stones,  for  the  most  part  twelve  in  number^ 
and  one  other  stone,  exceeding  the  rest  in  emiuency,  set  in  the 
middle,  upon  which  they  seated  the  new  elected  king,  by  the 
general  suffrage  of  the  assembly.     To  this  hypothesis  Dr.  Plot 
readily  perceived  two  objections  to  arise: — the  King  Stone  as 
Rollrich  is  not  in  the  centre  of  the  circle,  and  the  succeeding 
kings  of  the  Danish  race  arc  known  to  have  been  inaugurated  at 
other  places.     These  diffieulties  he  endeavours  to  surmount  by 
proving  that  the  King  Stone  was  sometimes  placed  on  an  elevat- 
t;d  spot  without  the  circle ;  and  by  remarking  that  succeeding 
kings,  less  boisterous  in  manners,  and  more  politic  in  desiga, 

2  K  4  might 

•  Gibiou  obsenret  that  the  teitimony  of  WtUiughmm  is  of  oo  STail,  onlMi 
we  can  suppose  that  Bollo  was  of  an  age  to  plunder  England  in  the  ysar 
675;  to  make  incursions  into  Norowndy  in  876;  and  the  same  Uollo 
live  to  assist  King  Athelstan,   who  came  not   to  the  crown  till   the  year 

9ti, 
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ni^t  c^ooM  to  concede,  id  the  e 

■lore  civUiied  ootkiai  of  the  |>eop(e  «Ter  wkm  tbcj  « 

to  preside. 

Dr.  Slukdy,  u  it  nay  be  expecUiJ,  <li««gw4s  llw  < 
of  C»nlen  mod  Plot,  aod  aoiipaaes  Rollridi  lo  be  < 
Aecordiag  to  thi*  wriUr  the  lume  atgnibta  RJtoUneyg, 
wb«d  or  circle  of  the  Oruidii;  or,  in  the  lAi  Irafc,  J 
the  church  of  the  Druid*.  We  ha«e  &ir  i 
thai  Slukblj-  it  correct  u  lo  general  outline  of  i 
Titere  is  not  toy  emblem  of  triumph  couoeeteJ 
ntunent,  to  j>emisde  ui  that  it  ksk  intended  i 
of  victor; ;  iior  any  harrow  to  allow  of  our  Mtf 
waa  erected  ia  honour  of  the  dead.  It  seenu 
Rollo  the  Dwie  had  oot  uiy  particular  conoectioa  «ilk  I 
district ;  and  the  presumed  athuitj  of  name  * 
atrongest  argunieut  adduced  by  those  wfao  woald  beltr**  ttc 
cirque  to  be  iuteoded  aa  a  place  of  corouatioa,  islbcf'  tkaa  ■■ 
a  religious  temple. 

RoUrich  Stones  impart  s  name  to  two  sreait  TiUa^n,  vhidl 
■re  called  ia  some  records  Rolltndrieh,  and  are  stj-U  in 
Domesday  tioUendri.  They  are  now  written  Grtat  Btti  44^ 
tU  RoUu)rit>lit.  Accordiuj;  to  a  record  ia  tlie  En 
of  these  places  was  held  by  Turetio  le  DispeoMT,  I 
try  of  being  ibe  King's  steward. 

UooKNOKTON,  or  HoKENOKTON,  f  WS8  the  hc*^  «f'lk0 
barony  of  D'Oiley,  and  was  afterwards  beld  by  Eis,  or  Ids, 
Countess  of  Warwick,  by  the  serjeaotry  of  "  carving  before  I 
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Kmg,  snd  to  have  llie  kaife  with  which  she  carved." "  Thia 
Hfiot  is  meraonble  fur  a  aanguinarj  battle  l)«lwef[i  the  Danes  and 
Saxons,  which  in  said  by  the  Sa\oit  aiiiiaU  to  \ia\e  been  fiiu^ht 
in  917  ;  by  Huiilinj^don  and  Brompton  in  91 1  ;  aiid  by  Florence 
of  Worcculer,  (who  terms  Huoknorluu.  nilu  Rcgia,)  in  914.  lu 
this  pariah  is  a  barrow,  which  was  probably  furmed  by  UmSaxoni 
on  the  ocrasioii  of  the  above  en^'ai^ineul. 

At  CmsTLEToN  John  Jones,  Esq.  has  a  venerable  *eat,  with 
a  Bfjnare  embattled  tower  ot  each  angle.  His  estate  is  liaely 
stocked  with  antiont  limber,  ouk,  elm,  and  ash,  each  hriiurli  of 
which  ia  scrupulously  preserved.  On  the  ground  bdoagin^  to 
Mr.  Jones  is  a  large  circular  barrow,  supposed  by  Plot  to  have 
been  cast  up  by  the  Danes  about  the  year  1016,  "  at  which  lima 
Edmund  Ironside  met  Oanutus,  the  Danish  king,  hereabouts,  and 
defeated  him  at  a  place  called  Sceorslau."  Bui  this  opinioa  ia 
probably  erraneoos.  The  old  Shirestone,  near  which  the  battle 
was  fought,  is  believed  to  have  been  in  Wiltshire. 

The  contiguous  parish  of  Cok>weli.  is  ornamented  by  the 
handsome  stone  mansiou  of  Fraacii  Penystoue,  Esi). 

Bruekne,  near  the  western  edge  of  the  county,  had  a  Ciatertia 
monastery,  founded  by  Nicholaa  Basset  in  the  year  1147.  Thia 
was  valued  at  the  Dissolution,  according  to  Dugdale,  at  1S4L 
10b.  lOd.  p<raon. ;  and  wii«  i^rauled  lo  Sir  A»tony  Copr.  The 
Cope  family  built  here  a  mansion,  which  was  some  few  yeara 
btck  accidentally  burned  to  the  i^raund,  being  then  the  pro^ty 
i4  tbe  late  Sir  JouaLliau  Cope.  The  estate  is  now  possessed 
hf  the  Duke  of  Dorset.  The  whole  of  Bruerne  is  extra- 
pwTDcbiaL 

At  LtHEHAH,  to  the  east  of  Bnierne,  is  %  large  circular  W> 
raw,  which,  from  the  mode  of  construction,  would  appear  to  be 
Danish.  An  enclosure  of  this  hamlet  took  place  in  1768,  aud 
the  plough  has  now  passed  over  tbe  iuttrior  of  the  circle :  th« 
kaiiks  are  covered  with  grecu-sward. 

Itetween 
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Between  Chadlington  and  S^resdcn  there  :s,  lays  Warton.  Au 
his  account  of  Kiddington,  "  an  umneDUonrd  camp,  citlier  Saxwl  I 
«r  Danish.  The  Vallum  is  stetp,  and  compuscd  of  h«aps  otfl 
rubble  slone,  cemented  and  coated  with  turf."  We  could  not^ 
gain  any  local  iiitellij,'ence  conct-rding  this  curious  vestige. 

SwiNsnuOK  is  a  small  |>arisii  in  (he  neighboartinod  of  Btirforf^fl 
and  adjoining  tlie  fiircst  of  Wliichwood.     Here  was  a   mansiaqf 
now  ie  ruini,  in  which  the  family  ff  the  Fettiplaces  resided  fii^ 
al  least  four  cenlories.     Charles  Fetliplacc,  Esr\.  of  South  Lawi 
l-odge,  in  the  forest  of  Wliichwood,  the  last  of  that  Ikroily  in  tl 
male  line,  died  in  1805,  and  was  sneceeded  in  his  large  estatd 
hy  his  tiistet's  son,  who  took  tbe  name  of  Pcttiplacc.     This  ^n^ 
tleman  died  in  Ir^OB,  and  willed  his  extensite   properly  in 
fiortious  to  his  five  sisters.     The  Swinhrook  part  has  been  Istehv  I 
«)M,  and  is  now  possessed  by  Lord  Redesdalc-*     In  the  ehurcl^l 
which  is  a  Kmall  bat  neat  building,  are  many  aniicnt  monunenUl 
of  Uic  FcUiplaces  ;  and  numerous  charities,  far  the  benefit  of  thiM 
villagers  and  neighbourhood,  act  as  grateful  memorials  of  thill 
affluent  family.     Amon^  these  is  a  fi-ec  school,  founded  in  I7Ifl|f.l 
for  tho  iiistrnction  of  the  boys  of  this  parish  nnd  those  of  Wid>  J 
ford.     There  is,  likewise,  an  estate  of  about  161.  per  ann,  give«| 
to  apprentice  poor  children  ;  and  another  of  about  101.  per  ann*  1 
for  the  bene  fit  of  lying-in  women.     Thirteen  pounds  a 
treslowed  iu  bread;  apid  seven  green  coats  are  annually  diatri- J 
bDtcd  to  as  many  poor  men,  together  with  a  considerable  qa&i]i>l 
lity  of  liueo.     It  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  all  these  chBrilid:| 

■  tlFrv  i)  I  park  urabDui:  100  acrei,  adimniug  lo  wliich  ii  a  beech  fs 
■hicli  co««rt  MTCQ  >cru  o(  groaiid.  The  grove  ncciipiei  ■  liigh  titaalio{ 
•nil  ii  »  well  kauwn  object  from  ttir  Marllioraagh  Duwd)  ia  Wiltihirr,'  ■ 
<r<in>  Slokcn  Church  Hill  in  the  upper  patt  of  Ihh  Fniiiii^.  It  wai  plan 
by  S^r  Edinaiid  Frtri|ilwr,  Batl.  aliuiil  tlw  yi-ar  Ifi'.HI,  and  nar  ■  i!ngt«  (i^ 
•nt  cut  duwii  (ill  within  Ilie  I*sl  aii  years,  whrii  iCTcra]  ul'  BU  fcoi  it 
■•ere  letled.  The  ireei  werp  originillj  pl»iircd  much  too  cloie  ' 
othtr ;  owing  to  which  Eircamstance  (lie  ^neial  growili  ii  ■[eiider  and  « 
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«re  carefully  distribnted.  In  the  year  1743,  Sir  George  FettU 
place,  by  a  donation  to  Christ's  Hospital,  obtained  the  privilege 
of  sending  thither  two  poor  boys,  for  ever,  from  this  parisli. 
Each  boy,  on  leaving  the  school,  has  fifteen  pounds  presented  to 
him  as  an  apprentice  fee. 

The  parish  of  Minstf.r  I^ovel  lies  near  the  great  road  be- 
tween Burford  and  Witney,  and  is  distant  three  miles  from  the 
latter  place.  This  parish  was  termed  only  Minster  till  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV.  when  it  began  to  assume  its  additional  ap- 
pellation from  the  noble  family  of  Lovel,  in  whom  the  property 
was  vested  till  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  Yll.  That 
monarch  seized  tlic  estate  of  Francis,  Lord  Lovel,  and  bestowed 
this  manor  on  Jasper,  Duke  of  Bedford.  Some  fragments  of  the 
antient  castellated  mansion  are  still  remaining.  These  chicflj 
consist  of  tlie  walls  of  the  great  hall,  and  part  of  two  of  the  towers. 
Concerning  this  dilapidated  baronial  edifice,  and  the  fate  of 
the  last  of  the  Lovels  who  occupied  it,  a  strange  story  pre« 
vails,  which  we  have  endeavoured  carefully  to  investigate. 

Francis,  Lord  Viscount  Lovel,  was  Lord  Chamberlain  to  King 
Richard  IIL  Obdurate  in  his  aversion  from  the  House  of  Lan« 
caster,  he  joined  with  the  impostor  Lambert  Simncl,  and  was  one 
of  the  chief  confederates  at  the  battle  of  Stoke,  near  Newark. 
This  desperate  battle  was  fought  on  the  16tli  of  June,  1487;  and 
the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Sir  Thomas  Broughton,  and  most  of  the 
leaders  on  tlie  rcbcUious  side,  are  known  to  have  perished  on  the 
field.  The  fate  of  Lord  Lovel  is  not  so  clearly  ascertained. 
Some  writers  affirm  that  he  was  slain ;  others  say  that  he  en- 
deavoured to  escape  from  the  fight,  and  was  seen  in  the  act  of 
trying  to  swim  his  horse  over  the  River  Trent.  There  these 
historians  leave  him ;  but  some  modern  authors  have  been  an- 
xious to  continue  the  narrative.  Gough,  in  his  additions  to 
Camdeu,  article  Nottinghamshire,  page  401,  has  the  following 
passage  :  "  There  was  a  strong  rumour  that  he,  for  the  present, 
preserved  his  life  by  retiring  to  some  secret  place,  where  he  was 
starved  to  death  by  the  treachery  or  neglect  of  those  in  whom 

he 
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be  confiiJi-<t.  This  report  stems  to  be  coofirmed  in  a  rerj  pir* 
ticular  tnanuerj  Tor  tbe  lioDiie  of  Miuater  Lovel,  in  Osfordohire, 
which  bc:laugc(l  to  tliib  Lord,  being,  not  muwy  years  ago,  ftmibd 
doien,  in  &  v.-iult  was  found  tbe  body  of  a  man,  in  very  rick 
cloBlbiog,  seated  in  a  uhair,  with  a  table  .mil  n  mvia  book 
lure  him.  The  body  was  eutire  when  the  workmen  wnterei), 
upon  adinission  of  the  atr  suou  fell  to  dust." 

This  contirmatory  anecdote  is  entirely  void  of  fiiundfttion. 
Dr.  Whei'ler  lived  in  the  caslle  of  the  Luvels  Tot  niany  years, 
died  there  about  17')4.     A  parishioner  ofHinfiter  LoveK,  now 
hid  79lh  year,  was  present  at  Ihe  funeral  of  Dr.  Wheeler,  xiid 
never  lived  nnl  til'  the  parish.     No  part  of  the  building  w*i 
sblutely  fallen  to  ducay,  or  vas  tuX-va  down,  tjll  ahout  Ibe 
1747.     If  a  body  had  been  found  Bitljiig  in  a  chair  so  late  tui  till 
period,  this  man,  and  several  olhcr  persons  now  living  i 
viciuity,  must  have  been  ucquaiiiled  nith  the  circuniBtaiice. 
no  BDch  discovery  has  been   made  in  their  remembrance, 
popular  rumour  titill  prevails  with  much  force  iu  Ibe  neijbl 
hood;  but  the  most  aged  tale-bearer  professes  to  have  gaii 
hia  inlelligeuce  from   anUent  people,  when  he  was  a  boy, 
cording  to  the  tradition  of  the  place,  it  was  a  female  dot 
that  was  privy  to  Lord  Lovers  retreat.     Sbe  died  suddenlyj  and 
Lord  Lovol  wan  found,  aome  years  afterwards,  starved,  together 
with  a  dog,  the  faithful  associate  of  bis  captivity.     U  will  be 
seea  that  the  whole  wears  the  aspect  of  "  a  goaaip'a  story  over. 
Christmas  fire." 

It  is  cariona  that  a  monument  is  shewn  in  Minaler 
Church,  as  that  of  Francis  Lord  Lovel.  This  tomb,  or  c«tw>' 
taph,  has  no  ioschptiou  or  date.  On  it  are  the  e£gies  in  marble 
of  a  man  in  armour,  the  feet  resting  on  the  figure  of  a  dog.  There 
i^,  likewise,  a  coat  of  arras;  but  so  obliterated  i 
any  bint  of  information.  The  registers  of  tliis 
tremely  defective,  and  record  the  birllis  and  burials 
persona  before  the  year  I70U. 

to   this  parish  «aa  a  i'riory,    belonging  to   tbe  Alien  1 
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nntery  of  Iverji,  in  Norm&n<ly,  snd  ilissolved  in  Ihe  second  gf 
Henry  V. 

In  tlie  hamlet  oT  Lanqlgv,  on  the  bonier  of  WhicliwoAd 
Pofot,  it  ia  traditionally  xaid  tlmt  tlier<:  was  a  royal  palace, 
bntlt  by  Kin^  John,  and  ocvasinnally  visited  by  the  court  till  the 
b^pnniUf;  of  the  reigu  ot  Charletil.  There  are  not  any  trace!) 
of  buildiD^  now  to  be  discovered ;  but  th^re  assuredly  was  an  edifice 
of  tnae  consefiuence  on  llle  spot;  *  and  it  may  be  observed,  that 
in  the  pari'li  regiiiter  of  Sliipton  there  is  itn  entry,  made  in  the 
reign  of  James  I.  of  "  a  Frencli  boy  buried  from  Lanj^lcy,  Ihc  court 
heimfc  there." 

The  parish  of  Shipton  includes  the  hamlets  of  Milton,  Lyne- 
ham,  Lealiold,  Lan^tey,  and  Ramsden,  Shii)lon  and  Milton  are 
unlnclosed,  and  they  contain  upwards  of  1000  ncres  of  Down 
land,  which  «eem  to  invite  tlie  hand  of  rural  industry,  Sir  John 
Reade,  Bart,  has  a  seat  in  this  parish,  which  has  been  the  resi- 
dence of  his  family  for  near  a  century.  Formerly  it  was  the 
liabitation  of  the  lAcy  family,  who  afterwiirds  residctl  al  Pudlteot, 
which  latter  place,  at  tlie  decease  of  Rowland  Lacy.  Eitq.  the 
last  male  heir,  in  1746,  became  the  properly  of  the  Pettiplaces. 

Chadunkton,  which  g;ives  a  name  to  tliis  hundred,  is  a 
pleaaing  village,  three  miles  soulli  by  cast  of  Cliippingnorton, 
having  Dnehandaomo  residence  at  the  east,  and  another  at  the  weht 
end.  This  village  was  written  Cltedrltntone,  and  CadeliHtone, 
in  Domesclay,  and  the  manor  is  there  reported  to  be  htld  by 
Robert  de  Oilgi.  Raiiiald,  the  Bowyer,  (Arcariu*,)  held  two 
hideaaud  a  half  of  land  ;  nnd  Siward,  the  huntknmn,  hrldofthe 
kini;  two  hides  and  a  half:  these  Siward  himself  held  freely  in 
King  Edward's  time.  The  manor  was  afterwards  long  in  the  fa- 
af  Haudlo,  of  Boralnt. 

lOBCH  EnbTONe  in  situated  near  the  hii,-h   road  betwren 
Woodstock 

■  As  tbe  mailer  ii  cliiefly  Itidllianal,  we  muiI  sn-rpl  sncli  sulhuriiy  at 

U  iaforiDmlion  luppliei ; — ■  icry  uld  man  nr  Lnnglcy  mnrinbn*  aomt  liijih 

gwden  wsllt,  will  Iho  litgc  gate   pillsri,   reaiiliilng  sbnul  (rvcnlj   ycin 
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Woodstock  and  Cliippiii^orton.  Many  of  the  tenemenb  in  tlA 
Tillnge  are  sulficiciilly  capacjouii  for  genteel  comfort,  though  tM> 
Rmall  for  ostcntalion.  The  more  liumble  colta^i  are  iDTuiablj 
built  of  st«ne,  mi<1  gain  a  cnnuidcrable  degree  of  pictoriKl  effe 
fivDi  inequality  of  sitn. 

Tiie  cfaurcli  is  a  npacioos  bnlldin;,  chiefly  of  the  Gnlfiic  of 
lious  ages,  but  tlie   principal  entrance  is  by  n  Saxon  di 
Over  tliis  venerable  etilrance  is  inscribed,  "  This  is  none  other 
bat  tlie  House  of  God,  and  Gale  of  Heafen."     Tbe  )U».crtplioR 
is  modeto,  but  it  reminds  us  of  those  distant  periods  in  which 
Ponfi  van  dedicated  to  religious  ccrcmoiiicH.     Here  Chrii 
iugs  *  and  ¥feddings  were  anciently  performed;  and 
1E0WCU  were  churched  after  the  conlinemcnt  of  childbed.     On 
lutler  occHsiou  the  woman  received  the  ecclcsiasltcal  benedici 
kucetiug,  and  was  then  led  to  the  interior,  the  ccremoay  beil 
cnacluded  before  the  altor. 

At  Itaa't  Ennlojif,  a  part  of  this  ptrish,  sn  denominated  froni 
its  conti^iiiiy  to  the  highway,  are  some  Halcr  tforks,  whtnh 
Dr.  I'lol  deemed  sorthy  of  a  laborious  description.  TlK«e  were 
constructed  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bushell,  vlio  had  bet^n 
servant  to  Lord  Bacon,  niien  Charles  I.  and  his  queeu  visiUd 
lliis  neigh  bout  hood,  in  lb3(i,  Bushell  submitted  his  perfurinaDca 
to  the  qnecn,  and  much  pageantry,  and  many  speeches  andsonga, 
look  place.  The  works  remain  at  this  day  nearly  in  the  sann 
slate  as  when  described  by  Plot  in  the  ITth  century.  Tliey  Bra 
of  a  trivial  character;  and  chiefly  create  surprist;  from  Ihe  cir- 
cumstance of  Ibeir  reniuiniug  uninjured,  while  so  roauy  fine  sirafr* 
lures,  such  numerous  evcellent  productions  of  art,  have  simk  Into 
the  dust,  and  are  almost  forgotten. 

This  district  produces  several  mrr  planlt.  Amonp  oth«n 
which   occur   in    Whii?hwoo<l  Forest,  are,  Altheinilla  vvlgarit. 

Ivies' 

IS,  of  cDutwr,  jKrrormed  in  tha 
lont  wu  uiuillf  plued  ncMllM 
int  consUucled,  nith  its  pTOta^ 


Ihe  notubi   cetemonj   of  imnict-i->n  t 
ircb(  Slid  it  innv  be  nbiecned   tlikt  tlie 
I    HM  end,  where  Ih*  chiel  (toot  of  calruKC 
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Ladies'  Mantle.  Aquilegia  vwlgarit,  CommoQ  columbines; 
plentifully.  Astragalus  gly€ypkiUos.  Wild  liquorice,  or  It- 
q4ioriee  vetch.  Anenu  elaiior*  Tall  oat  grass.  Avena  pubes- 
ctnM.  Rough  oat  graas.  Carduus  acaulis.  Dwarf  cavline 
tbiaUe.  Convallaria  maialis.  May  lily  ;  in  the  coppices.  Os- 
munda  Lunaria,  Moonwort.  Spiraea  Filipendula.  Dropwort* 
TUaspi  arvmse:  penny  cress;  is  frequent  ia  the  neigbbourhood 
of  ChippinguorUMi. 

BLOXHAM  HUNDRED 

lies  nortli  of  Chadlington,  and  is  separated  from  Northamptonshire- 
Oft  the  east  by  the  river Charwell.  A  great  want  of  wood  prevails ; 
but  this  di^triet^  like  most  other  parts  of  the  county,  is  watered 
1^  nomeroas  streams  and  riTiileto;  which  bestow  fertility  en  con- 
siderable tracts  of  pasture,  appropriated  principally  to  the  dairy. 
The  land  under  arable  cnltivatioii  is  chiefly  strong  and  deep. 

The  money  raised  for  the  assistance  of  the  poor,  &c.  in  the 
year  ending  Easter  1803,  was  69911.  Ids.  9ld.  making  an  average 
of  4s.  3}d.  in  the  pound. 

Bloxham  hundred  does  not  contain  any  market  town,  and  eon- 
Bists  of  the  township  of  East  Addcrhury;  the  chapelries  of  Har- 
ford Si,  John;  Bodicot :  Hwmton ;  MoUington :  and  the 
parishea  and  hamlets  of  West  Adderhwry  ;  Alkerton ;  Bhxham 
fiorM  ;  with  Bioxham  south ;  Broughton ;  Drayton;  HamveU; 
Horley ;  Milcombe :  Milton;  North Newington ;  Sib/ord^Fer" 
ris;  Sibford-Gower;  Tadmarton;  Wiggimgton;  and  Wroxton, 
with  Balscott. 

Bloxuam,  honouretl  by  giving  a  name  to  this  hundred,  b  a 
village  of  considerable  extent,  situate  on  the  high  road  between 
Chippingnorton  and  Banbury,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  three 
miles  from  the  latter  towii.  The  church  is  a  very  handsome 
building,  and  the  west  door  is  ornaraeated  with  some  curious 
carving  in  stone,  on  the  subject  of  the  Day  of  Jndgment.  The 
interior  is  venerable  and  commanding ;  but  an  unhappy  taste  for 
neatness  hxs  lately  induced  the  churchwardens  to  bestow  on  the 
whole  a  coat  of  white-wash. 

In 
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In  this  yillage  is  held,  on  the  Taetday  before  MicbaelouwDAjr, 
a  HUtnte  fiur  for  the  hiring  ef  senraota. 

Nemr  Taomarton  i»  the  large  ctreular  ntle  of  m 
lion;  and  at  no  great  distance,  on  the  BorUHweaty  are 
Msaller  woHcs,  approaching  to  a  aqoare.  These  are  belicTetf  t» 
have  been  formed  in  the  tenth  century,  aboat  tha  tiae  af  the 
battle  of  Hooknorton;  the  former  by  the  Danes,  the  latter^ 
the  Saxons.  Many  Roman  coins  hare  been  fomd  aa  tlie  sits 
ef  the  Danish  intrenchment,  which  would  seem  to  prove  that  the 
spot,  though  adopted  by  the  Dunes,  had  formerly  been  aocapied  by 
the  Romans. 

Mr.  Wise,  in  a  MS.  letter  to  Hr.Gale,  the  sobslsoea  af  whidi 
is  published  by  Gongh,  thinks  that  a  Roman  Iowa  exleaded 
round  the  foot  of  a  hill,  in  Swacliff  parish,  oa  which  ia  a  doabia 
intrenchment,  called  Madmsson  Castle;  and  obserrea  tlmi  tba 
blackness  of  the  soil  for  three  feet  deep  shews  that  this  town  wsa 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  argument  arising  finom  blackness  of  soil 
seems  of  a  disputable  nature;  and  if  a  Roman  town  did  indeed 
stand  here,  we  want  relics  to  prove  that  it  was  of  any  extent  or 
consideration. 

Two  miles  on  the  sonth-west  of  Banbur}'  is  Brovqhton  Ca8* 
TLB.  The  manor  of  Broughton  formerly  belonged  to  the  family 
of  De  Broughton,  who  probably  took  their  surname  from  the 
place,  and  who  obtained  a  charter  of  free  warren  here,  about 
the  29th  of  Edward  I.  It  was  afterwards  vested  in  the  family 
of  Wykhain.  Margaret,  tlie  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  William 
Wykham,  can-icd  the  property  in  marriage  toSir  WiUiara  Piennes, 
liord  Say  and  Sele.  The  Lord  Viscount  Say  and  Sele  is  the 
present  proprietor  of  the  castle  and  attached  domain ;  but  has 
not  latterly  resided  here.  The  seat  is,  now,  in  part,  occupied  by 
a  gentleman,  his  tenant. 

Broughton  Castle  is  surrounded  by  a  broad  and  deep  moat, 
over  which  ia  a  stone  bridge  of  two  arches.  An  ancient  tower 
forms  the  entrance  to  the  court.  The  outer  gate  is  still  perfect, 
and  there  appear,  from  the  renmining  staples,  to  have  been 
two  other  gates  ;  but  there  are  no  traces  of  the  port-cullis.     The 
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€«tleni  sMe  of  Hie  cMdIe  vi  the  niM  aneiant  put. ;  Tbw  ^taui^* 
^rebaMy,  erecteil  by  tlie  Byo^^htous,  in  th«  reigfir  ol  oae  of  tte 
etrly  Edwards.  'A  sinill  toller 'iiik  tbe  south-^ast  angle  baaloa^ 
ilolea  for  liie  disiilkarge  of'90Mfw%:  The  north  frdttt  waa  prhi« 
eipally  haflt  by  the  family  of  PMoea,  m  the  year  1644.  Tb» 
hall  is  of  large  dimensioaa,  and  the  fine  old  dhiing-rMMi  ie  e»»' 
tered  beneath  a  canepy,  aiii^o«ii^  by  the  iamily  amm. 

Tbe  passages  are  cvriossly  arehed,  and  tbe  present  dSnrng 
room  has  likewise  a  roof  of  nrehed  8t4>ne.  Beyond  i»  a  stcln^ 
stairease  leading  to  a  dressing  room,  onoe  the  chapel;  and  aome 
apartments,  probubly  belonging  to  the  cbapfnia.  In  tfao  vindev 
of  the  ehapel  are  some  very  antient  arms.  'V 

On  the  second  floor  is  a  large  drawing  rooni,  the  ceiKng  of 
which  is  enriched  with  armorial  bearings.  Adjacent  is  a-  long 
gallery,  whose  windows  are  replete  with  ancient  arms,  priii^ 
cipally  those  of  the  Fienncs,  and  their  intermarriages.  Into 
this  gallery  open  the  chambers,  one  of  which  has  some  old 
painted  glasH,  and  is  called  the  king's  room.  Whilo  viewing 
these  impressive  remains  of  baronial  magnificsnce,  we  canao) 
avoid  regretting  that  the  rooms  were  seme  few  years  back  de- 
prived of  their  furniture,  tlie  memorials  of  nuiny  a  scene  of 
dignified  festivity !  and  arc  now  daily  dilapidating  from  dp- 
use. 

On  felling  a  large  beech  tree  in  this  domain,  about  ten  years 
back,  a  gold  ring  was  found  depobited  beiieskth  iL  On  the  ring 
was  engraved  a  knight,  wiiii  his  legs  crossed^'and  a  shield  witli 
the  arms  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  Upon  a  ecroll  was  this  le- 
gend, in  Norman  French;  Joie  sans  nicet$e:  literally,  Joy  withr 
ou^  cease.  This  curious  ring  was  once  possessed  by  the  Rev.  EL 
G.  Walford,  and  now  belongs  to  Lady  Say  and  Sele# 

In  the  spacious  church  are  buried  several  of  tbe  Twieleton  fi»> 
mily,  wIk)  succeeded  to  the  female  barony  of  Say  and  Sele,  by 
an  intermarriage  with  the  iamily  of  Fiennes.     In  the  chancel 
^are  the  fragments  of  a  superb  monument^  supporting  the  recum- 
bent figures  of  a  knight  and  his  lady.    This  tpqib  was  deprived 
•  ,VoL.  XI  r.  2L  of 
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of  ill  rntcriptioii  ind  ornamenls  bv  the  fBBaliciuii  of  t&c  » 
teenlh  centary;  but  H  mas  probably  int(n>)rd  ra  roinmen 
one  of  Ibc  Brougbtons,  or  WjkbanM.  Against  Ilie  wall  s 
vcnl  brackcb,  ilcsi^nrd  In  support  cithir  lapera,  or  the  ima; 
Mints;  BDil  over  the  whole  it  is  evident  that  Ibere  «»*  tmce  ft  J 
Golbic  canopy.  In  llie  soulb  *sll  o(  tbe  church  ar?  tl 
bent  6gtiri»  of  two  kiiighla,  but  without  aay  inscription  :  tbw 
■re  also  many  stent  moniimenta  of  th«:  Lor^s  Say  and  Sele,  prii 
to  the  title  deKending  to  Ibt  Tniakton  faraily. 

The  manor  fif  AlkertoH  [sometiDics  wrilUn  Okerim,  nod  faa) 
nerly  spelt  yin/Aryn/onJ  «bs  the  pmperly  or  Cbristian  I.ydid 
father  of  Timothy  I.ydiat,  the  uitfortunale  schidar  whom  we  hail 
sdready  briefly  noticed  in  our  account  of  Now  College, 
whose  fate  Dr.  Johnson  thus  alludea  in  bin  Vanity  of  Uoi 
Wishes : 

Irdnami  yet  RMWr,  udcc  ugatn  aitrnd. 

Uttr  l^iut't  Lijr,  nod  C«1LImi*«  ».i.l, 

Timothy  Lydiat  was  born  nl  Ai.kkrtun,  btmI  appliod,  at  • 
CoHy  period,  to  mathemutici  and  astronomy,    llh>-  pn>Gci«iiry  m 
great ;  and  aome  of  the  first  ncbolnrs  of  his  era  did  no)  scruple 
rank  him  with  Lord  Vtriilnm.     He  was  patronized  by    IVn» 
Heiirr,  son  of  James  [. ;  and.  after  the  death  of  this  print*,  I 
went  to  Ireland,  under  the  protection  of  Archbishop  U.hcr. 
bia  return  to  England  he  married  that  primate's  MStcr.  and  m 
tied  at  Alkerton,  where  he  accepted  the  rectory,  of  whicli  h^M 
bther  irai  patron.     Having  unforlunnlely  become  Keeurity  to  S 
tnr^e  smonnt  for  a  relation,  he  wan  thrown  first  into  the  Bocaid^4 
at  Oxford,  and  afterwards  into  the  Kintr's  Bench.     He  was  r%  I 
leaded  from  imprisonment  by  the  generosity  of  some  fr^nd^  4 
whom  Archbishop  Usher  was  the  principal ;  but  he  wi 
10  a  soeceaaion    of  trials.     The   Parliament   party   injured   \i\^M 
deeply  at  the  comiriericement  of  the  civil  war ;  anj  he  passed  tl 
close  i\(  his  life  at  AlkeKon.  in  poverty  and  obscurity.     Hs  « 
buried  in  the  church  of  his  native  .illagc;  and  sn  Inarriptm^^ 
|i  mefcly  Informed  the  mdor  itiat  he  was  Ibe  "  laithftil  p 
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lor  of  that  church,"  vaa  ptuDtetl  an  Ihe  wall ;  but  even  this  sor- 
did memorial  is  uow  concealed  iiy  Ibe  inircilbss  o[>Gi:atioD«  of  tlie 
white  washer's  brush.  Jii  the  chuKb-yanl  are  many  grave-slaues 
to  the  Lydiat  famil}'. 

At  Wroxtqn,  near  Banbury,  was  a  priory  of  tanojis  regular 
of  St.  Aiigustin,  fuundeil  in  the  reign  of  Heory  III.  and  valuaJ 
at  ?S1.  13a.  4d.  The  buildings  of  the  ancient  priory  were  d«- 
Htroyed  by  fire;  but,  ou  the  bile,  ia  erected  an  exteasivr  man* 
*ioD,  tbe  present  ipaidence  of  the  Earl  of  Guilford. 

The  estate  came  iuto  the  lumily  of  Nurth  by  the  marriage  of 
Fraacit.  lord-keeper  Guilford,  with  Lady  Franco  Pope,  aister 
of  the  fourth  and  Ia<it  Earl  of  Downe.  The  only  remalDS  of  the 
ottgitial  pnnry  are  an  arch,  winch  wns  probably  a  door  of  eu- 
trauce,  and  a  smaJt  portion  of  Ihe  passages  cotnmuniCBtin^  with 
offices  in  the  lover  division  of  the  buildine.  The  greater  part  of 
the  ilnifture  wat  erected  by  Sir  William  Pope,  ufterwarda  Earl 
of  Downe,  iu  the  year  1618.  The  building  is  of  an  ornamental 
and  interestinij  character,  tliough  it  was  not  completed  according 
to  the  original  design,  as  an  intfnded  wing  on  tbe  south  side  waa 
never  commenced.  The  lord-keeper  made  some  additions^  and 
the  pi^sent  earl  has  erected  an  elegant  library,  after  a  phiD  liy 
Mr.  Sroirke.  The  chapel  is  a  fine  room,  beautified  by  the  Stat 
Earl  of  Guilford. 

Thia  mansion  is  enriched  by  many  ancient  portraits  of  the 
rauities  of  Pope  and  North.  Among  the  former  is  an  original  of 
Sir  Thomas  Pope,  founder  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  and  uncle 
to  the  first  Earl  of  Downe,  Of  the  latter  there  is  a  complete 
series  of  the  Lord  Norths,  fnra  Edward,  the  first  lord,  created 
in  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  to  the  present  Earl  of  Guilford. 
The  whole  of  Wroxtoa  priory  ia  creditable  to  tbe  taste  of  the 
noble  owner.  Every  improvement  introduced  (and  many  have 
been  effected)  ia  rendered  subservient  to  Ihe  ancient  baronial 
character  of  tbe  edifice.  The  gardens  and  pleaso re- grounds  will 
be  Viewed  with  particalar  interest,  as  no  inuovatinjf  hand  has 
rabM  them  of  their  monastic  featHMi. 

«L«  Tl» 
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The  cknreh  of  Wroxton  contnins  mtny  mouiineiits  wllitl^ 
(tccnanil  ootrce.  On  a  black  marUc  gniTC-stune  is  aii  inscrip' 
tioD  to  "  Elizabeth,  late  wife  of  FranciK,  Lord  Gniironl,  i 
one  of  tilt-  daugbUrs  of  the  Right  Honourable  Fulke,  Loi# 
Brtieke."  She  died  in  1699.  Another  graTe-stooe,  of  s  aini- 
Isr  dcBcription,  commr  mo  rales  Froncis,  Lord  Guilford,  kimBrl^t; 
lonl-keeper  of  Uie  »reat  seal  of  England,  born  October  ^$g 
1637;  died  September  5,  1686.  Oa  llie  nurth  (,ide  of  ihe  chw' 
eel,  within  the  raiU,  is  a  mae^iiifieetit  tomb,  with  the  recnmbt 
effigies  of  Willi Hin  Pope,  5rst  Ear!  of  Donne,  and  bin  lady; 
knights  knteliug  and  Eupporliii)^  the  t'u»bions  on  which  their 
beadii  recline.  Over  the  Ggores  is  a  canopy,  raised  on  blaek  niap< 
ble  pillars.  On  the  ^ame  side  of  tlie  clianeel  is  a  marble  taU« 
itfiixed  to  the  wall,  surmounted  with  an^rcls,  lo  the  memory  « 
the  lady  of  the  lurd-keeper  Guilford.  4)n  the  bddIIi  wait  of  thf, 
cbancet  is  a  luonument  to  Fiancis,  Karl  of  Guilford,  daJ  k 
three  wivrs.*  Innnedintely  adjoining  i»  an  elegant  nonume 
lately  erected  lo  the  memory  of  the  prime  minister,  LoH  Norllj 
«ho  bad  sncceeded  to  the  earldom  of  Guilbnl  a  short  time  pri<4 
to  his  destli.  In  a  niche,  on  ihe  right  of  the  communion  ni^ 
is  a  braw  plaie,  fiirmerly  attached  lo  a  grave-stoue  in  the'chani 
eel,  with  tliia  insjcriptioD :  — "  Here  lyeth  under  this  Glont;  burye^ 
Margaret  Bontarde  Wydowe,  sometyme  the  wjfof  Wylliajn  Popd^ 
of  Dediirton,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  Genl,  and  aflerwarda  n 
rieJ  to  John  Bostarde,  of  Al^bury  ;  which  Willyam  aui  M 
(•aret  were  father  and  mother  to  Sir  l*lioniaS'  I^)pe,  Kut.  •■ 
John  Pope,  Esij."  She  died  1637.  The  cliiirch,  likewise.  coW 
taliia  one  of  the  family  of  Sacheverell.  • 

The  parish  of  Dkaytok  joins  that  of  Wroxton  oB  the  "« 
This  lordship  wa-i  formerly  posaesBed  by  Sir  Giles  Aiden,  KnigW 
The  eldest  of  the  two  dattghterv  and  coheire  of  Sir  Giles  Arj( 
cwricd  th*  estate, 'fcy  marriage,  to  Lodowick  Grevile,  whose 

scrndnnw 
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^eetidants  long  resided  here*    l'4ie  Eari  of  Guilford*  Is  lUMr  froi- 
prietor  of  the  larger  pari  of  the  parish ;  the  remaiiider,  with  the ' 
ad?owsoa  of  the  rectory,  belongs  to  the  Duchess  fii  Dorset  in  ktf 
jown  right,  as  heiress  of  the  Copei  of  Hanweil. 

The  Greviles  constructed  a  mansion  of  some  importance  on  thf 
soath-east  of  the  church  of  Drayton  ;  the  fragments  of  this  botid* 
ing  are  now  converted  into  a  poor-house.  The  church  contains 
several  memorials  of  the  faqiily.  On  the  north  side  of  the  cbasr 
eel  is  an  altar-tomb.  The  top  is  of  alabaster,  and  has  engnuraA 
on  it  the  figures  of  a  knight  and  his  lady.  On  the  lell  of  tbf 
knight  are  the  arms  of  Grevile,  and  between  the  two  figarep 
is    a  coat  of  Grevile,  impaling  Arden.      Over  the  heads  i# 

2  L  3  a  sciwU 

*  A  portion  of  this  estste  mppptn  to  have  come  inio  hit  lord^hip*s  family 
by  the  ranrriagc  of  Francis,  the  second  Lord  Guilford*  with  cme  of  the 
daughters  of  Fulj^  Orevilej  Lord   Brooke.-^-CuiicerniBg  Lodoicick  Gnrri/r, 
lord  of  this  manor  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  is  told  ib«  following  curtoip 
story.     He  was  a  mlin  of  expensive  habits,  and  greatly  ii\jored  biii  propcrtj 
by  oiferbnilding,  at  Mount  G revile,  in  Warwickshire.    To  recruit  his  punN^ 
he  drew  a  plan  for  the  murder  of  a  rich  farmer,  named  Webb,  who  was  dim 
of  hit  tenaiiti  at  Drayton.    He  invited  hit  intended  victim  to  make  merry 
with  him,  either  at  Christmas  or  Kaster,  and  then  bribed  two  tertants  t6 
atrangle  him  m  beid.     He  gave  ost  that  tlie  old  man  was  aick>  and  in  danger 
•f  dying.    The  minister  was  sent  for  to  make  his  will ;  one  of  the  murdems 
was  put  in  bed  with  the  corpsCf  the  cartains  were  drawn  dose,  and  the  mvs* 
derer  acted  the  part  of  the  supposed  dying  person,  find  signed,  in  hit  name > 
a  will,  by  which  the  wiiole  uf  Webb's  property  was  left  to  Lqdowick  Grevilf, 
except  a  legacy  to  an  attorney  at  Binbory,  whose  interf^riice  was  appro* 
hendrd.     When  this  was  done,  it  was  reported  that  Wehb*s  aicknets  in- 
creased, and  he  expired. 

iliis  repreteiitatioii  mat  with  some  credit ;  hot  ona  of  tbt  marderert  toon 
talked  indiscreetly  at  a  iieigbbuuriiig  public* hoji^*  f  etrfal  of  /discovery* 
the  master  sent  both  his  acoamplices  out  oa*  dark  night  on  pretended  be^- 
ness.  'J  he  less  loquacious  of  the  two  then  murdered  ilie  other,  according  to 
a  contract  luade  with  his  master,  and  threw  the  body  into  a  pit.  The  corpse 
was  afterwards  found,  and  the  a^Mssin  confessed  his  guilt.*  Both  the  roaster 
end  Mrvattt  were  tried  for  their  reiterated  (Hfonces  at  Warwick.  Gre?lie 
revised  to  plead ;  end,  Si  he  persisted  in  ttandiogmie,  be  waa  eoiMl|fi^ 
.io  the  fate  formerly  osual  in  such  cases,  and  waiprrisetf  to  dtoth. 
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«  KroU  of  eight  linet,  in  Latin,  wliich  iatbrraa  ni  tbM  Um 
nonum^nt  was  erected  to  Lotiooiek  Grevili:,  who  died  on  tin 
I8lh  nf  August,  I4;J8  i  and  MarKftiet,  hi»  wife,  daugiilw  of  Sir 
Giles  Ariieu.  Againat  the  wall  or  the  south  lisIc  is  Boolba 
stlar-tonib,  ttie  top  of  which  it  likewise  of  alabaster.  On  tlie 
tableUttooe  i>  engraved  the  figure  of  an  esquire,  hii  sword  hv  hit 
bide.  The  latter  iiiscriplioD  slates  this  la  b«  the  tomb  of  WillJaD 
Grcvile,  who  died  in  Au^-iul,  1440.  This  William  was  elditt 
Bon  of  the  above-named  LoJowick,  and  niairird  Anne,  daajjbtcr 
to  Sir  llobcrt  Francis,  of  Foremark,  in  Derbyshire.  Inarched, 
tiear  the  north  door  of  the  church,  is  a  very  aosiciit  aepul^nl 
erection,  without  any  inscription  :  this  consists  nf  a  stone  coIGb, 
on  the  top  or  which  are  carvid  three  jiqUs,  encircled  witb  ivj  oi 
vine  leaves.  The  co£n  is  traditionally  bcLeied  to  ccvitajn  tlw 
body  of  the  founder  of  the  cliuich. 

It  IS  locally  said  thai  a  pavement  of  "  fiue-cnloared  tiles," 
and  a  bath,  were  discovered,  about  tliirly  ytara  back,  io  the 
vicinity  of  tlie  former  scat  of  the  Grcviles.  It  is  certain  that 
Roman  coins  have  been  found  at  Druylon,  aome  of  which  an 
uow  io  the  possession  of  the  Kev.  E.  6.  Walford.  These  bit 
coins  of  the  latter  empernra. 

Hanivell  is  rather  more  than  one  mile  from  Draytoi 
nortli-east.  The  manor  was  once  possessed  by  Ralph  X>«  Vc 
of  whom  it  was  procnred  by  llie  Ardtn  family.*  Prom 
Ardens  it  paascd,  by  marriage,  to^'ether  uith  tlic  estate 
Drayton,  to  LodowicL  (irevile.  It  was  afterwards  obtained 
tbe  ftmily  of  Cope,  whose  lieircss,  as  we  have  already  obseired, 
i>  her  grace  the  present  Duchess  of  Dorset. 

Williaui  Cope,  of  Banbnry,  Est),  was  cofferer  to  Henry  ^'ll. 
f)ta  descendant.  Sir  Antony  Cope,  was  one  of  the  first  baroi 
created  by  James  I.  in  161 1. )  and  the  family  flourished  throi 
many,  succeuions  in  this  northern  part  of  the  coonty. 
Cope,"  says  Lelaud,  "  hatli  an   <ild  manor- place,  called  Ui 
wick,  a   mile  norlb  from   Banbury  ;    and   another  pleaiMot 

Unt  houM    at   liajucell."     The  manor-place  of  Uanl< 

•  Rmliasoii'i 
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^iek  we  find  wit  '' i>ld'' hi  the  tibe  ^  SmxrYtthiUmf  m^ 
tKiirdy  dmppeaml;  M  of  tU  "^  frilaiit  liMfti'  at  HttimrdW 
Uiere  tra  ftUI  Miiie  littgeriDg  ireiMiiit:  .  *:'!    - 

From  an  antiait  dniwiBf,  pititiatJ  by  tlie  Htf ^  lir.  W«M«^ 
it  appeam  tluit  tba  ^Ifiet  wan  of  a  ^adraagalar  km,  w9k  a 
lowor  at  aaob  ooraec  ^  Tbevlilcf  parts  of  the  hIiMmg-vwB  tataa 
doim  aboai  ferty  3Feara  baok  ;  tiM  fragneiiU  ytt  id  W  aaea  «ai* 
atil  of  liio  lower  at  the  aotftli«€a«t  aaglo,  aadi  a^portiaa  of  thi 
•ottth  fipoBl,  which  was  oooiipM  hi  oAMt,  bow  ooafartod  faMto  A 
pariour  and  a  dauy.  Thoot  roona  aro  dividod'hy  two  larfo  ani 
eorioaa  kitehta  rangea,  phioed  back  to  back.  Im  tho  oiigiail 
olate  of  the  baiiding  thera  was  a  gailory,  ooiawanch^^  hi  tlia 
aoafb-eaat  tower,  and  eoaiaiimieatMif  with  the  dtanoel^^f  the 
ehareb,  whkh  ia  titoated  on  a  hill,  le?el  with  the  floor  of  tbi 
eeatral  apartnMnt  of  thit  ttwrer. 

On  the  north  aide  of  the  cbanotl  of  the  ehoreh  ia  a  handaoM 
monnawnt,  aupportiog  the  reennibeat  elBgiea  of  a  baronet  and^ 
bia  lady.  At  the  feet  of  the  hum  ii  pheed  hie  creit,  a  fleer-da* 
lie,  with  a  dragon's  head  isaningoot  of  the  top;  atthefeetoftha 
lady  a  bird,  with  the  wings  displayed.  The  monanieBt  ie  like- 
wise richly  adorned  with  arms,  Icic.  A  Latia  inscription,  planed 
eo  three  tableta,*  informs  us  that  the  tomb  was  constmcted  fer 

Sir 

« 

•  Tbe  whole  of  Uiit  inouumcnul  tribote  it  cartoat.    Tho  totqnptioii  on 
tlic  third  tablet  is  as  follows : 

EFPIGIES  AD  LECTOREI^. 

QVJKTI  FilTJl  MANENT  XX  MllfKL  DIfCB  (VIATOft) 

QrO  MCMO  A  FATIt  TVTIOS  BftB  FOTXtT. 
£fT  rOIIMOtA  TIBI  COmVB,  NVMBBOSAS  rBOLII. 

Est  DOMVft  Sc  rVMDvi,  olobia,  fobma,  OBCvt 
CiBvoBit ;  AO  A  If  mi  soTit;  prnvoBnte  pivta 

SOBBIVI  U  OA»TTt,  DICBBIS;   BtTO  :    MIHI 
£t  0«NIVX  rRJKCLABA  FyXT,  KYMBRO'^AS  PBGLBf* 

£t  OOltVft  &  FTNDVt,  GLORIA,  FORMA,  DXOV* 
CS^SPORIf  t   AC  AMim  DOTBf,  rRVDB)fte>PITia 

iicert  BSAii  H  lAiiTf  (hqva  risit  rorvx.o« 

ffl.4 
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Sir  Anten^  Cape,  knight  and  baronet,  nho  died  in  I6U.  U  Am 
ftga  of  06.  This  muiiumtnt  was  ckui«d  two  yean  back,  by 
order  of  the  Duchess  of  Ooitiet;  but  xeventl  of  the  arDHmenUk 
)iartB  had  previoutly  htien  oS,  and  arn  utlprly  lost. 

BonicoT,  or,  as  it  was  arriently  ^piit,  Bi>dtcijat,  is  a  ham* 
let,  eiluate<)  pear  tlio  road  leailin^'  from  Oxfoiil  lu  ItaDtiuiyt  wb< 
cliapel  of  ease  is  one  of  the  iDembers  of  the  valu^«  bedefk*  of 
Adderbury.  At  tliis  place  wae  bom,  ki  tlie  year  1616,  Uie  ccl> 
bratcd  ttatbamatician,  Jolin  Kersey,  author  of  a  Truttitic  itt 
Algebra,  which  Etill  maiDtains  a  considertibie  share  of  repulatio^i 
Hii  bajitiam  is  thus  recorded  in  the  register  apperlaiiiiiig  t*  tl 
ebapel :— "  John,  the  sonne  of  Aulliony  Caraaye  and  Alice  li 
wifE,  sas  bapliied  the  2ad  day  of  November,  Anno  Domini  ICI6t^ 
Kraaey'a  work,  intituled  "  Elements  of  Aluebi-a,"  ia  one  of  I 
cleaftst  and  most  comprehensive  of  tjie  kind  in  any  )sna;iiM{ 
Hr  aisD  piiblisheil  an  improved  edition  of  Wingate'e  Aritlnaetiei 
and,  it  is  believed,  an  Biiglii>h  Diclioiinry.  A  he&d  vf  hi« 
finely  engraved  by  Fairllmrne,  is  prefixed  to  bin  Algebra,  ii 
died  ill  the  reign  of  Charles  li. 

Tlie  chapel  of  Bodicot  cvnaiHts  of  a  nave,  and  sid«  aialo  t» 
the  aoulh.  The  tower,  which  ia  low,  is  placed  on  the  BOrtii  aite 
of  the  nave;  and  is  t^ea  on  tbe  sonth  and  east  sides  to  Ikf 
ohtirih. 

The  village  of  Audekburv  is  ratber  more  than  two  milta 
noilb  of  Deddington.  The  6r»t  historica)  iiolice  of  this  |iUg^ 
witTi  which  «c  have  met,  occurs  in  Knygbion,  who  saya.  thrt  i) 
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Qvod  moittinidoMi  riiii.dcliinc  critri  niiio  . /■       a  <i,  xTtntia 

Vna  Tnur^cnrii  t|i|iq  Gd  iq  riMnet  :  1  MiitOKif 

Vina  dDDiui  prsicni  i   vna  fulura  ^olui.  ^  D.  ti.  i 
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If  codiitil  af  bMidpt,  held  MCCXiX,  m  Oxford,  a  Uasf^ 
inpoflior,  who-  Msmned  Che  Mine,  and  preteaded  to  the-wimifc 
of  JemM,  ipaneondeiaDed'to  be  eruoifiedM  Abburbwy.  I«  Ihf 
reign  of  Charles  I.  (1644]  Adderbary  gave  Ihe  title  of  Baron  to 
Henry  Wilroot,  Earl  of  Rochester.  Thia  is  an  extensive  village^ 
and  possesses  some  buildings  coutiected  with  interesting  parti* 
eolars. 

Near  a  spot  of  ground,  denominated  the  Green,  stands  tibt 
ancient  mansion  of  (he  Cobb  hmj/^y,  its  venerable  walls  pressing 
forwards  to  the  last  stage  of  dc<^ay,  and  clothed  with  Inxuriaal 
ivy.  Each  mouldering  fragment  acquires  additional  effect  frimi 
the  contrast  presented  by  a  neat  and  flourishing  residence,  which 
has  been  constructed  close  to  the  min.  The  rooms  of  this  man- 
sion  were  lofty  artd  spacious  ;  and  the  attached  grounds,  though 
small,  were  pleasing.  The  Cobb  family  lived  here  for  nearly 
two  centuries,  in  the  exercise  of  genuine  English  hospitality. 
8ir  Georgia  Cobb,  Bart,  the  last  lineal  posseiwor,  died  in  1762, 
ftnd  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  parish  ehorch. 

At  a  short  remove  firom  this  periaiiilig  memorial  of  the  (9m\f 
emnfbrt  of  fiast  ages  fomeriy  stood  the  svperb  attisioti  of  thn 
Duke  of  Bucclcugh,  an  edifice  which  within  the  last  ten  yeaqi 
hts  been  nedaoed  by  its  present  possessor,  J.  E.  Field,  Eiq.  torn 
a  asagniiude  of  difnensioni  adequate  to  the  residtonee  of  royally, 
io  the  limits  of  a  eommodioos  sMdera  batldtug.  The  hooaa 
commandsa ^tte,  though  not  an  etxteiisivo pumpciet,  Ito  the  soiithf 
dver  some  fertile  grounds  pleasingly  diversified  with  Ull  and 
valley.  Within  these  once-splendid  walls  resided  that  pitiable 
victim  to  evil  example,  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochester;  a  roan, 
whose  daring  height  of  libertinism,  and  horaility  of  penitence, 
are  calculated  equally  to  surprise  the  reader  of  his  story.  Many 
of  the  spoots  attached  lo  the  mansioR  bore  bis  initials  and  cove* 
net ;  and  the  magiiiieent  ftate-bed,  wbidi  lonnad  a  part  o^  his 
funiiturc,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mt.  FltM,  by  whom  il  has 
been  tii^tefully  modernised.  The  (^Idbnited  bard  of  Twickeuhaa 
once  slept  ia  this  bed ;  aiid^  oa  his  depatture  from  the  mknisfofl, 

9  (ihea 
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(«Mi  the  iHMpiliMe  abdde  of  Johs,  Dakft.  of  Atsyte,)  Jatf  S; 
Vf99,  WVeft  the  Mlowiiiir  lines,  whidi,  ae  they  inej  be  m^  U 

WUtf  icaien;  etaaet  he  deemed  ueeceepliUe  i»  this  place: 

(_  -        .  ■  " 

,  Wiik  ne  poetic  ardour  fir*d, 

I 

I  press  the  bed  where  Wilnot  laj , 
That  here  he  lov'd,  er  here  eipir'd» 
Be^U  no  nanberst  grave  or  g«j« 


"  '.i- 


Bet  iu  tbj  roof,  Argyle !  ero  bred 
Such  thoughu  as  pronpt  the  brave  to  Iatt» 

Stretch'd  out  in  honoor's  nobler  bed* 
Beneath  a  nobler  ruof— ibe  sli  j. 

Soch  Bases  at  high  ia  patriots  Imm, 
Yet  stoop  to  bless  a  chijd  or  wife ; 
And  such  as  wicked  kings  maf  nonnj^ 
*  ' '  When  freedom  is  more  dear  than  life. 

I 

• 

.  Ilhdi  judgment  has  been  ahewn  in  the  reoent  alteratiiuM^  bath 
af  the  hease  aad  deoeBne.  Considering  the  eonferaoa  of  the 
%ailliBg  fteai  an  ancient  to  a  modern  style,  it  may  safely  ha  pro* 
i^g^need  a  happy  eflbrt  of  arehitectnral  censisteii^  and  adap 

•tatian. 

^  In  the  western  divbiea  of  the  ▼illage  is  the  reapeotaUe  resi- 
4saoeef  J.  Berber^  Esq.  who  has  a  small,  but  valoable,  ootleetioB 
^ptrtraila,*  among  whioh  are  three  supposed  to  be  unique :  Sk 
.BtmnA  Lake^  the  Hero  of  Hndibras,  his  Wife  and  Son. 

Adderbaiy  Cbarehf  is  a  fine  Gothic  straciure,  with  a  steeple^ 

about 

*  o  If r.  Barber  is  also  possessed  of  an  original  Charter,  obtained  at  the 
'inHaace  of  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochester,  from  Charles  If.  which  esoneraies 
ias  tohabilaiiti  of  Adderbury  from  several  duet  exacted  by  tbe  Migror  of. 
for  tbe  iopport  of  the  fortiSeatioos  and  garrison  of  that  town.  At 
all  cside  driven  thither,  on  fiiir  or  markel>dBys,  are,  by  lliia  inttra* 
actd  fton  the  pajroent  of  toll. 
t  Sss  sn  oigraving  of  this  church,  from  a  drawing  by  the  Rev.  W.  Wooi- 
Vkar  of  Adderbary,  in  the  Gent.  Mag.  for  March,  ISOO.  We  are 
It  thspslite  iaferowtion  of  that  gentleman  for  ^very  thii^  thalmi^ 
'^j^gmdhrtifcitif^hioiirnotieeoftbii  village.  ^ 
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lAoBt  160  feet  in  height  The  Yieariige  bdohgdl  to  Winiaii«f 
IVykham,  and  was  given  by  him  to  the  college  of  Hie  lbiAiiB% 
at  Oxibrd.*  The  ehancel  bean  marks  of  his  areUtectanri  jmlg^ 
meat  This  pait  of  the  building  had  originally  tux  lofty  iriiH 
dows;  bnty  tiome  years  Iiack«  a  dispute  oecaired  between  dia 
vicar  of  that  period^  and  the  steward  of  the'  estates  of  the  lata 
Sir  George  Cobb,  who  held  the  appropriation  of  the  great  tithes^ 
relative  to  the  repairs  of  these  windows;  and  the  steward*  in  op* 
positbn  to  the  viear,  walled  three  of  them  op  with  stones  Ukm 
from  an  old  dog-kenuel ! 

In  the  church  are  the  remains  of  a  spadons  rood-loft,  withHfc 
attached  staircase.  In  the  chancel  is  an  elegant  monnmeirt  ta 
the  memory  cf  Dr.  Oldys^  who  was  waylaid  by  some  soldiers  of 
the  Parliament  army«  and  was  shot  at  the  top  of  the  village,  in 
the  road  leading  to  Banbury.  In  the  church-yard  is  the  moon* 
ment  of  Dr.  William  Bew,  Bishop  of  Llanda^  who  died  in  1706, 
having  fbnnerly  beeu  vicar  of  Adderbory. 

At  the  Free-school  of  this  village,  (of  which  his  lather  waa 
master,)  was  bom.  in  the  year  1626,  John  Cole,  anther  of  ^  Tha 
Art  of  Simpling,''  and  ''  Adam  in  Eden,  or  Nature's  Par^ise."^ 
II is  works  were  once  much  admired,  and  are  still  held  in  some 
repute ;  but  very  little  is  known  concerting  his  life.  Re  died  in 
1662. 

The  Church  of  Barfoud  St.  John's,  or  Little  BAnroRBf  acts 
as  a  chapel  of  ease  to  Adderbury,  and  consists  of  one  aisle  only. 
The  building  appears  to  have  been  re-edified  about  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  Of  the  old  church  only  the  south  wall,  tothe  height 
of  twelve  fect,was  reluiiied.  On  this  side,  the  church  is  eiftered 
by  a  door  of  Saxon  architecture.  In  the  south-east  corner  of  tha 
chancel  is  an  elegant  Piscina.  The  tithes  of  this  place,  together 
with  those  of  Bodicot,  were  assigned  to  the  vicar  of  Addirbuiy 
by  William  of  Wykham. 

WiGGiNTON  is  a  retired  village,  distant  about  ^\'t  miles aii4m 

hair 

*  The  instruraest  of  cndovrmfot,  exetatcd  ia  New  Coltric-IIalJ,  bfcn 
)Iat«  1385. 


AM 


OXrOKDEBIIE. 


half  fron  Deddiogton.  The  ckurch  la  a  plain  neat  baiUng,  nav 
pftMd  Biiil  new  peved  wilhin  the  last  few  y«us.  la  tite  cbaactl 
are  t«o  rccomlient  effigies  :  one  of  Ihne  ia  coDccaM  froa  *ievj 
the  oUicr  displsjn  a  knighl,  in  the  act  of  HMheatluag  Iris  »wm4. 
Od  the  oiitaide  of  the  couth  wd)  i«  a  piece  of  aiicwnt  w:tilpt4tR, 
reprcKoting  a  mun  and  two  children,  one  a  male,  the  othrr  a  fe- 
male, with  their  hands  folded  iu  the  attitude  of  prayer.  There  ii 
no  ioicriplion  nor  traditioa  rdative  to  these  figarea. 

Nearly  on  the  ea»t  of  the  church,  at  the  distance  of  aboat  300 
yardii,  are  some  remains  of  a  tesselated  pavement,  at  yiLxjt 
covered  with  earth.  In  the  vicinity  of  thr  pavement  hare  facMk 
faund  coins  of  tht  Emperor  Constantine. 

BANBURY  HUNDRED  ' 

tovchM  the  extent  of  the  county  on  the  north,  and  ia  bounded 
tnwarda  the  enst  hy  Norths mplonEhire.  A  portion  nf  the  hu^' 
died,  incliidiug  the  town  of  Charlbury,  ii  separated  from  the  res^ 
and  inclosed  by  the  hundreds  of  Ciiadlinglon  and  Wootton.  The 
het  of  ()io  coiiittry  in  too  bare  of  wood  to  allow  much  picturesqve 
varictj'  of  feature ;  hut  in  more  solid  pointH  of  consideration  thia 
hundred  lanks  anion;;  the  most  eiitimabk  in  the  county.  Thc^ 
land  ii  judiciously  enclosed,  and  in  n  good  state  of  cultivatioiki 
The  0\foTd  canal  enters  the  hundred  near  Clnydon,  and  touchei 
thp  town  of  Banbury  in  its  progress  to  the  iuterior,  thus  a&rding 
a  fteility  to  commerce,  in  the  highest  degree  important. 

Thu  money  raised  for  the  nssistance  of  the  poor.  Sec  within 
the  year  eiidiiiL;  Raster  18U3,  amounted  to  TdOol.  6s.  ltd.  mak^ 
ing  an  nverage  of  7s,  !Hd,  in  the  pound. 

This  hundred  comprises  the  borough  and  parish  of  BANnrRT  fi 
(he  lown  of  Vliarlfriiry :  and  the  following  parishes  and  bamletaf'i 
Bourt'iJi,  Great  and  little  ;  Clattrrrot  (exira  parotliial.)  C/ay 
«f<m,  Croprrdif,  Epicell,  Fniclcr,  Fmsloeh,  \eii!irop.  Present, 
Skutford  East,  with  Shutford  M'est ;  SicavUff.  WardhtgH 
with  Williumscut.  otherwise  Willscot,  and  Colon. 

Till 
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THE  TOWN  OF  BANBURY 

is  waleved  by  tiw  m ar  Cherweli,  which  here  diTidM  the  eoiiaiM. 
of  Oxford  and  Norlha»ptoa.  This  town  was  the  bMnawMi  of  Ite 
Emdmw;  and  numerous  Roman  coins  haTo  bean  ibond  in  tho* 
neighboarhood.''^  Camden  sayt,  that  Kenric,  the 'West  8ana% 
here  defeated  the  Britons,  after  a  signal  and  obstinate  oonfliet; 
bat  this  battle  was  really  fought  at  Earbury  in  Wiltshire. 

We  do  not  find  any  historical  event  of  importance  oonneeled 
with  Banbury  till  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.    A  conflict  then  took 
place,  which  we  have  already  briefly  noticed. f    It  is  said  by 
some  historians,  that«  on  this  occasion,  Edward's  two  genendi^ 
the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Devonshire,  c|uarrelled  concerning 
quarters.    The  latter  entered  the  town  first,  and  took  posseamon 
of  an  inn,  which  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  superior  in  comoumd^ 
chose  for  himself.    The  Earl  of  Devonshire  was  obliged  to  retire  ^ 
but  it  seems  that,  with  the  true  gaiety  of  a  soldier,  he  had  fixed! 
his  notice  on  a  pretty  bar-maid,  who  officiated  in  the  qnarlers 
which  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish ;  and  he  quitted  the  town, 
with  his  men,  in  great  discontent    The  rebels  profited  by  tius 
opportunity,  and  attacked  the  remaining  ibrces.    The  day  via 
ibr  some  time  doubtful,  but  the  insurgents  at  length  prevailed, 
and  beheaded  the  EaH  of  Pembroke,  either  in  the  town  or  its 
immediate  neighbourhood,  together  with  Sir  Richard  Herbert; 
his  brother,  and  ten  other  gentlemen. 

*  Or.  Stokely  obtcrves,  that  a  Ronun  altar  was  likewise  diKOvercd  haf«, 
which  was  placed  in  a  niche  under  the  sign  of  an  iiih)  called  froip  thencr^ 
The  Altar-Stone  Inn.  This  relic  was  taken  down  about  forty  yean  bacl:« 
in4  is  probablj  desirojed.  A  gentleoum*  wbote  /kther  porcbated  Th% 
George  and  Altari^one  laa  in  the  }rear  1771,  and  who  hiauolf  icseld  it 
well  remembers  an  elevation  caUed  tba  aliar-atoae.  This  be  deKribet.a^ 
"  a  piece  of  stone- work  about  eight  feet  bug,  with  an  arch  railed  ypon  ic 
about  ten  feet  high.  In  the  niche  of  tlje  arch  was  placed  a  stone/'  the  pre' 
sumed  Roman  relic.  This  erection  stood  in  the  street,  a  few  fert  opposite 
to  the  honse  of  entr rtain9<P'nf . 

t  Page  r. 
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of  llie  seventc(;ntii  cculurj'  Baubnry  saS^tet 
wveitly.  Tlie  taslJe  was  besieged,  aiiil  many  Bkirmishes  look, 
place;  (rat  the  la«ii  *>£  riilaiiied  by  liie  kiiig  until  he  quitleil 
Lis  dtnUacteJ  titiutlicrn  lenilories  for  ^^(;gUau<l.  In  the  pariblb 
Kgister  ue  mauy  tutrieu  of  ibe  inberineut  of  soidiers  bIud  duriiigl 
tliMe  coiillictE.  t 

"  Tiie  most  |>art  of  Baiilwry,"  says  l.ehiid.  "  staiidK  in  Sj 
Talle},  eocloscd  by  low  groiiiidx.  Tlie  fayrest  street  lyes  bjfj 
vest  and  east,  ilown  to  tlie  Cli«rne]| ;  in  the  west  part  of  it  U 
a  large  area,  t'litiruiit'd  witli  mclcly  good  buildings,  liavinjc  a 
goodly  cross,  wilb  many  degrees  about  it.  In  thii  area  is  kepi' 
every  Thursday  a  very  etlcbrated  marki't.  Tliere  is  another  fuir 
street  froni  south  to  nnrtlt ;  and  at  each  end  9  stone  gate ;  alim. 
otiier  gates,  yet  no  certain  token  or  likcliborid  that  ever  the  lawn 
was  ditched  or  wuUed." 

The  years  which  have  passc-d  «ince  Leland  wrote  have  oMit^ 
rated  many  of  lUcse  traces.  The  cross  aud  the  gates  an  not 
more;  but  niiiin'ious  eligible  buildings  have  risen  in  their  stead. 
The  town  now  weai-a  a  cheerful  aipect  j  and  the  domestic  biiild- 
iugs  niB  >)f  a  respectable  cliaracttr,  though  irregularly  plai-cd. 
Slill  the  iiiiiabilaiits  ore  backward  in  many  particulars  of  local 
accommodutiun.  The  streeU  arc  not  paved,  and  are,  in  wet  vtU' 
thpr,  deplorably  dirty.  Traffic  appGars  to  bo  the  great  object  of 
hursuit  i  and  if  uiiitlcrs  of  real  convenieuce  aic  neglected,  tt  can- 
rot  be  supposed  tliat  leisure  is  found  for  attention  to  circum- 
ttiinces  of  taste  alone.  Hence,  in  several  iustancps,  where  thn 
beauly  of  the  town  might  have  been  iucteased  by  recent  public 
'  elevations,  tlie  examiner  Dnds  that  nearly  an  opposite  result  bos, 
in  fact,  accrued. 

The  nev  Town-hall,  erected  not  many  years  sincr,  is  a  mean  I 
britk  buiHing,  already  ranch  cracked,  and  under  the  neceHitjr 
of  bi'ing  propped  every  session  and  gaol  df-livrry. 

The  venerablB  and  eslrnsive  old  cJiurcb  was  a  striking  ornn- 
wenl  to  the  town.  This  building  was  reared  by  Alexander, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln  ;  and  was  repaired,  in  leSsi,  at  the  expenwe  of 
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cool,  b;  Dr.  Ft-11,  Disbop  ofOxrard.  In  llie  last  century  it  satit 
to  a  stxte  of  ihngerous  ruia,  and  vas  Ukeu  down,  liy  act  of  l^r- 
Uamtiil,  ill  1700.  The  plan  of  the  new  church  oas  raadti  by 
Mr.  Cockerill.  Sixteen  tliousanJ  pounds  have  already  becu  ex- 
pended ;  hut  it  appcsM  that  six  thousand  more  are  oecemiy 
to  complete  the  struclurc.  The  part  used  for  Divine  service  ii 
finiihed ;  and  i*.  williin,  about  ninety  fret  square.  The  pewtiiig 
is  of  Noruav  oak,  and  is  extremely  handsome.  An  excellent 
orgixn  hna  been  procured  ;  and  galleries  are  placed  in  a  conspi- 
cuous situation  for  the  reception  of  the  charity  cbildrcn.  But 
tlie  exterior  of  the  building  is  gloomy,  from  the  want  of  a  lower, 
and  from  the  absence  of  all  ornamental  particulars  conuccted  wilii 
a  completion  of  the  design.  It  in  to  be  regretted  that  no  nea- 
Kum  have  be^n  taken  for  a  restoration  of  the  mooumenta  con- 
tained in  the  ancient  churcti.  Among  these  was  giie  to  William 
Cope,  cotferer  to  Henrj  VII, • 

Banbury  baa  a  cbarily-schuol  for  twenty  hoys  and  sixteen  girls, 
which  is  chiefly  lupporled  by  subscription.  There  are,  likewise, 
nncndoweJ  almH-houses  for  ten  poor  widows. 

In  thin  town  were  two  religions  houses  :  a  college,  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary,  valued  at  481.  6a,  per  annum ;  and  an  hospital, 
dedicated  to  St.  John,  valued  at  151,  Is.  lOid,  per  annum; 
"  which,"  says  the  author  of  Magna  Britannia,  "  none  of  oar 
writers  nbout  the  ancicnl  monasteries  speak  any  thing  of"  The 
remains  of  this  hospititl  have  long  been  converted  into  a  barn, 
and  arc  now  the  property  of  T.  Cobb,  Esq. 

Banbury  Castle  was  built  by  Alexander,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  in 
112S.  When  this  munificent  prelate  was  taken  prisoner  by  King 
Stephen,  at  Oxford,  he  was  compelled  la  resign  the  castellated 
ediSce  so  lately  erected;  hut  it  was  shortly  restored  to  the 
see,  and  lung  continued  one  of  the  numerous  habitations  of  the 
bishops.     In  the  reign  of  Edward  111.  we  find  frequent  notice  of 

their 

•  Hf.  Bnij,  m  hi*  •*  Tibk,''  mji,  that  Biihop  AlBiaoder  "  i*  lappoied 
(a  liiiTf  bfcii  biirinl  in  itie  cbsnccl,  ondcT  ■  lomb  un  iiliich  ii  ■  oulilaled 
figsit  ircumticiil."     Tbii  bi'liop  wii  baried  in  hii  csibdrmi 
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ttnr  KatJente  here;  Knd  they  oblained  a  cliarler  of  me>«an^  j 
in  Ihetr  land  at  Banbury.     In  the  lirst  of  Edwartl  VI.  BiatiDp 
Haibecb  resigned  the  manor  to  Ibi;  Crtiwn.* 

The  caslle  was  an  e\tensiva  structure,  and  vqh  ihtiB  deacribed- 
by  Lelaod   in  the  tei^n  of  Henry  Vnf.— "  Ther  ia  a  Castle;  | 
havintf  tvo  WttnlH,  and  ench  Ward  a  Ditch.     In  tlie  utler  ia  a 
Urrihle  Priioti  for  convict  Vvn.     In  the  north  part  of  the  nmei 
Ward  is  a  feir  pi«ee  of  nen  Building  of  Stimc." 

There  now  remains  of  this  fiirmidablc  building  only  a  fHgmant  , 
*f  one  of  th«  walls,  between  two  and  three  yards  square,  oiif  i 
which  rests  apart  of  a  tenement  occnpied  hy  a  gnrtlener,  wh(j  J 
rents  the  site  of  the  edifice.  A  contiguous  range  of  )anit,  termed!  • 
the  CaallcClose,  is  divided  into  small  gardens,  tetlanled  fay  tfa^  : 
tDhabitant)  of  the  town, 

In  the  war  between  Charles  and  his  Parliament,  tlie  castle  . 
was  defeniled  for  llic  King  by  Sir  William  Coinplon.  Tlie  Par^ 
Uaraent  (Wes,  under  Coloocl  Fiennes,  made  many  atlemptB  t»  , 
■educe  it  by  mines  and  battciies,  und  strove  iu  vain  to  carry  it 
by  storm.  "  Tlie  mines  were  fbund  to  he  ineffectnal,  on  account  i 
of  the  many  springs  which  broke  in  upon  Ihcm,  and  the  besiegers  . 
»ade  an  uneuceeiutfnl  attenrpt  to  draw  the  moat,  ht  length,  on  . 
Ibe  35th  of  October,  1644,   the  Earl  of  Northampton,  wtth  ft   | 

ptrly  I 

•  Bj  tlie  Mouunt  of  Ihc  ,end»>irani>i  of  ibe  Itiiliopfic  of  UdcoIi),  tijieiy  J 
S6th  Uenrj  VIII.  it  appeaii  (ha^  the  wIub  of  Ihc  eilale  beie  wm  u  ^i< 
Uwi:  ...     * 

I.   r.   rf.  ' 

Banbntj  BurgTi 11  IS  10 

Baiibat;  BoJlti.  wkI  Hundred 4    4    4 

Banbury  pr^iw ail  Gastri      ...... .^i<  14    8 

.  It  MBf  likevue  be  nbuiTed,  lliat  in  Ihe  rclgii  of  KiUuil  I.  on  iu<|)lk  i 
lilioa  WW  made  iaio  tli«  rtiili,  «(«'««,  and  u<ii)iiiins  uf  all  llii*.  in 
fi  At  Biiliop  of  Lincoln,  ohcit  Ihis  muiioi  wu  vnh.cd  ul  LlVf,  XIV^.  Itlil.  J 
Tlic  improprialion  of  iIib  leetorj?,  anil  ■diowoii  dI  the  nt.imgu  uf  Uanbarjr.| 
kImigBd  lo  ■  pebcnd  in  Linoob  Cuheilml,  tMei  iht  FretMnB  4F  B 
iiutf ,  irhjch  vMt  diudlved  in  1548.  QuMn  KlianbcDl  gm  ihe  cltlNV  Al  J 
ttcbangc  foi  atlier  landt,  M  lUa  billiopiic  uf  Oiroril. 
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party  of  the  king's  horse  from  Newbury,  came  lo  tlie  relief  of 
the  place,  haring  Wn  joined  by  Colonel  Gnije  at  AiWeAory. 
with  a  strong  body  of  liorse  aiiJ  font.  On  their  approach  Colonel 
Fienneii  retreated  towards  Manwtll ;  heia-t  pursued  by  tlic  Earl 
of  Northampton,  who  sent  Colonel  Webb,  with  the  Oxford  liorae, 
to  make  a  circuit  round  Crouch-hill.  After  a  pretty  sharp  dis- 
pute the  enemy  retired  hadlily,  and  disp(^r!«-d  in  the  nel^ibour- 
hood  of  Hanwell,  Cropredy,  Branghton,  and  Compton. 

"  The  castle  was  again  besit>;;cd  in  16-16,  by  Colonel  Wlialcfy, 
who  lay  before  it  teu  weeks  ere  the  ^'overnor  would  hearken  to 
any  terms."*  At  length  a  sun'ender  was  judged  expedient,  and 
the  goTeruor  acceded  to  honourable  cotidilions  on  the  btli  of 
May. 

It  is  probable  that  the  inhabitants  of  Banlrary  experienced 
eome  severity  from  the  King's  fon-es  during  their  long  possession 
ftf  the  cutle,  for  this  town  was  dcuidcdly  fiivourable  to  the  op' 
posite  party.  Many  writers  have  alluded  to  the  sectarian  Spirit 
which  prevailed  here  in  the  seventeenth  ceulury.  Zeatof  ihe 
Land  busy,  the  povitan-suitar  to  Mrs.  Purecraft,  in  Ben  Junson's 
Bartholomew  Fair,  Is  a  Banbury  man ;  and  Plot  has  a  sureustie 
observation  on  the  xeahus  temper  of  the  iuhahitaiits  in  rrligioni 
matlera.  t  ''' 

Vot.  XII.  2M  ''is 

./ 

*  Vide  anaccoanl  bj  Mr,  Bnaher  of  Buibnrjr,  in  hiiwoct  iniiluled  CnMiall 
HilL 

f  The  >nf  cdole  conctming  Cuindcn  will  litre  be  lenullictcj.  When  ll9l> 
liud  w«  cmplojed  in  iraniliiling  Ihe  ariiminii,  Comdeu,  ■»  it  ii  viid,  hcci- 

Bunbury  »■<  &t  p'tu,  aod  fnuiicl  tbat  lo  lui  un>ii  oUinvsiiun  ol  Umibucy 
being  <WDOu>  for  Cht—i,  ibe  iroiDklui  bnd  nddcd  Catct  and  Att.  Thtiiliii<g 
■bit  remark  ido  triAiDg  he  ch^nEed  llie  J*tt  word  inl'i  Zml,  »birli  U  ticmi 
{■te  cnnsidetahle  nScnce.  In  hit  MS,  lupplenieat  la  llie  Tlriunnin,  in  lUe 
Bodleian  Library,  he  hat  'Wn  note  un  Ibe  i 
word  leulc,  in  Biiibot]'.  kIict«  ionic  think  >(  . 
InooIHge  in  Ihe  gre-tter  grace  among  rwr' ' 
in  by  some  eompoiifoT  or  preutajo  - 
I  deiirc  tlie  reader  to  bold  u  anilim 
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In  B  close  sdjoining  Ihc  south  side  of  the  Inwn  is  an  « 
tiiefttiT,  Htill   terneH  thu  Bear  Gardtn,  «ith  t«o  rows  of  •> 
cut  from  the  side  of  the  risinR  ground.     We  rarely  mod 
pro*iiicial  towns  in  this  part  of  the  island,  with  B  similar  t 
of  the  barbarous  pleasures  of  no  uolettered  age. 

Danbury  received  its  first  charter  of  incorporklion  from  Qvecs 
Mary,  id  tho  first  year  of  her  reign,  in  con!<equence  of  tbe  al- 
Uchmcnt  to  her  cauue  manifested  by  Wm  inhnbilanla,  when  Uic 
Duke  of  Northumberland  endeavoured  to  advance  his  daughter. 
Lady  Jane  Grey,  to  the  thmae.  This  was  renewed  by  King 
James  I,  who,  at  the  same  time,  hcsLowed  some  additional  pri- 
vileges. The  existing  charier  was  granted  by  George  1.  Tin 
corporation  consists  of  twelve  aldermen  and  six  capital  burfceaui^ 
who  elect  the  member  of  Parliament.  tM 

This  town  conrerred  the  title  of  Earl  tm  William  Lord  Kimll)%J 
of  Grey's  Court.  He  was  the  ma  of  Sir  Francis  KnoUya.  Knigfet 
of  tbe  Carter;  and  succeeded  his  bther  iu  the  office  of  tressuicr 
to  Queen  Elizabeth's  household.  In  the  first  of  James  I.  be 
Has  BdvnQced  to  Ihe  dignity  of  Biu-on  Knollys,  of  Greys.  Ue 
wu  shortly  after  made  Viiicoiint  Walliagford  by  ibe  sane 
Icing ;  and,  in  the  second  of  Charles  I.  wait  created  Earl  of  Baa- 
bury.  Ue  had  two  wives,  but  left  no  issue  by  either.  Hia  last 
wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  re-married  lo 
Nicholas  Lord  Vaux ;  and  her  son  Nicholas  asiiumed  tbe  nane 
of  Knollys,  and  claimed  the  Earldom  of  Banbury,  but  waa  never 
aammoneil  to  Parliament.  His  son,  Charles  Knollys,  preferred 
tiie  same  claim,  but  received  no  summons.  * 

Banbury 

■  Tt  •ill  be  rcmciTibcrrd  dial  n  ctiim  In  thii  title  hai  been  Isldy  ipUUd. 
CDOcecnni  ibe  Knoliji  TbibiI;  (Urmdy  nolicrd  in  our  nccoual  of  Iha  puiA 
of  (irsyt)  we  learn  ibe  JnllDwing  patiicuUn  rrum  Casin'i  KiUory  d(  tb* 
Town  of  Rciidin;;  "  S'r  Francit  Knullji,  of  Fein  Hill,  ncdr  Cnuiboaro 
Lodle,  in  Windiat  Fnresl.  wu  ihe  Init  male  beii  of  the  faniilr.  He  died 
■ilhout  iuuc,  ■nlTT'I,  inletlatr  u  Iu  hii  rf  bI  eililcl."  On  tbe  dcsib  ofhil 
lady,  *ho  lunivcd  him,  %a  adTaniKiucnt  wt)  iawntd  in  tlie  Gantic,  callinE 
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'  Bunburv  haa  not  any  staple  manufaclar}'  of  conBequencf,  but 
in  en^ged  in  trade  to  a  conitiderable  extent.  The  CoTentry  and 
Oxford  Caiiil  ts  a  lource  nr  much  commercial  adrantage,  and 
■lie  inhabitanta  Imvc  constructed  one  poblic  And  two  private 
wharfu.  There  are  a  weekly  market,  aud  nine  annual  &ira, 
»liich  are  well  attended.* 

Tlie  returns  lu  Psrlinment  Tor  161 1  state  the  [Mpalation  lo  bt 
2,^41,  and  Ihe  oumlicr  of  houses  G'J5. 

Cheat  DurRTON  is  a  village  three  miles  north  of  Banbury. 
The  manor  was  possensed  by  Thomas  Lord  Bradestnn,  in  the 
n'tgM  of  Edward  II.  and  III.  The  heir  general  of  this  family 
carried  the  estate  to  the  De  la  Poles.  It  was  afterwards  an  ap- 
pendage In  8l.  Frideewidc,  Oxford ;  and  was  bestowed  by  Henry 
Vm.«ii  Christ  Church. 

The  neighbouring  villagr  of  Cropkedy  accjuircs  an  interest 
from  Ihe  battle  which  took  place  there  lu  the  civil  war  of  Charles, 
uKualty  termed,  at  that  period,  the  battle  of  Croprcdy  Bridgie.  In 
this  contest  ihe  king's  forces  were  disposed  with  mach  judgment. 
The  ground  was  disputed  by  inches ;  and,  though  no  entire 
disconidlure  took  place,  Sir  William  Waller,  the  Parliamentarian 
general,  thought  it  expedient  to  retire. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  village  was  bom,  in  the  seventeenth 

ceotnry,  an  eiithusiast,  named  Walter  Gostelow.     He  published  a 

booltf,  in  which  he  informs  the  little  world  of  his  readers  that 

-J  U  3  hs 

on  tht  heir  of  llic  late  Sir  Frtncit  lo  niski!  du[  bii  cUin  twlore  ■  critaiu  dale. 
ScTcol  cUimsnti  sppcscrd,  but  without  being  *bla  to  eiCsbliih  ilieir  pr«- 
leniioni.  At  ]eng:lb,  Mr.  PraoLard  and  Mt.  Wellclalc,  cliiminli  from  ibe 
remste  line,  having  msnicd  iwo  litleci,  colieiKDCi,  oblained  ■  lavosisbJa 

*  CiiDdrn  vat  not  lingslar  in  hit  Dpioion  rcipcrling  ibe  goodiieii  of  the 
Cheat  brougbl  lo  R^inburv  umtkel.  Shakipcarc  niakct  one  of  Ihe  clianc- 
len  in  Henr;  IV.  call  FattUff  a  Banbur?  eUrst,  becauM  he  ii  of  a  (al  and 

I  Intituled  ■•  Chstle*  Staart  and  Olivet  CrotnocU  united,  or  Glad  Tiding) 
nf  Peace  la  tUCbrJitandeoi ;  to  the  J«wi  ind  H«ilhen*  connitiODi  to  iha 

ClHOnb 
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be  drew  his  first  breath  in  Prcscot  House,  ntar  Cropred} 
**  vhich^  in  his  recollection,  had  groves  and  fair  walks  about  i1 
Some  religious  house  he  conceives  it  to  have  been.  An  alta 
and  a  chapel  stood  there,  durins:  his  childhood." 

At  GLiLTTERCOT,  Dcar  Claydon,  arc  some  remains  of  a  mc 
nastery,  which  was  de<licated  to  St.  I^eonard,  and  was  valued,  a 
theDisBolution,  at 341.  I9s.  lid. 

The  town  of  Chahlbuuy,  though  in  Banbury  hundred,  i 
distant  only  seven  miles  from  Woodstock.  I'bis  place  obtaine 
the  grant  of  a  weekly  market  in  the  reign  of  Strphen  ;  but  it  ha 
BOW  little  of  the  privilege,  except  the  name.  The  glove  manu 
factory  has  lately  bccu  introduced,  and  appears  likely  to  produc 
considerable  benefit  to  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  register  of  the  parish  occurs  the  notice  of  "  a  plagu< 
which  began  here  on  the  10th  of  June,  ld83,  and  ended  on  \h 
S5th  of  November  in  the  same  year.''  In  the  cliurch  are  burie 
several  of  the  J eukinson  family,  who  long  resided  at  Walcot  i 
this  neighbourhood. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Charlbury  is  Blx\ndford  Park.  This  estat 
was  formerly  termed  Combury,  and  was  the  seat  of  Henry  Dao 
vers.  Earl  of  Danby,  who  died  here.  It  was  afterwards  pos 
Bcssed  and  occupied  by  Edward,  Earl  of  Clarciidun,  who  tool 
liis  title  of  Viscount  from  this  place.  I'he  property  was  pur 
chased,  some  years  back,  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  i 
now  the  occasional  residence  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort.  The  sea 
is  placed  nearly  in  the  centre  of  a  sj)acious  park  ;  and  man^ 
pleasing  views  are  obtained  from  ditiercnt  piu  ts  of  the  grounds. 

Among  rare  Plants  found  in  this  hundred  may  be  mentioned 
Amemofie  Pulsatilla.  Pasque  flower ;  in  several  parts  of  Bland 
ford  Park.  Arenaria  tenuifolia.  Fine-leaved  chick  weed;  in  i 
quarry  near  Charlbury.  Berberis  vulgaris.  Barbery,  or  pep 
peridge  bnsh ;  in  hedges  about  Cliarlbury.     Near  the  same  plao 

are 

Church  of  Rome  certalo  downfall.  T)ie  Trisli  not  be  trantplanted.  £i 
traordinarily  declared  by  God  Aloiighty  to  the  Fubiiaherj  Walter  Ooiteloii 
Printed  for  the  author,  1655." 


■:%,    T 
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IBS  structure,  llie  properly  &iul  oeetnioliftl  re^iAetifi  i 
JohD  Cokcr,  E»q.  Maiiy  o(  tlie  ilumesljc  liulldlngs  iii)iRbit«d  by 
traders  are  respectable,  ihoiig'b  few  surpass  mediocrity  of  cbarac- 
ter.  The  churcb  is  a  upacJous  hiuI  pleasing  i^di6ce.  Nu  pecu- 
liu  manufacture  is  here  cultivated,  but  tbe  Uiwu  ilerives  ^reat 
benefit  from  its  msrket  aaJ  rairu,  which  are  well  attended  by 
dealers  in  cattle.  Two  tunipike  roads  are  projected,  whitb  pro- 
mtsD  much  advajita^e  to  the  inhabitaiils.  One  iv  iulended  lo  opea 
an  eligible  cominuuicatjon  with  BuckiDghara,  and  the  other  with 
Woodstock.  J 

Bicester  is  one  of  ihe  psriahes  on  which  Dr.  Kennct  *  baa  t^| 
stawed  unwearitd  attention.  We  are  indebted  to  his  "  PArochil9 
Antiquities,"  fur  the  aubstauce  of  the  following  obDervatious. 
Tradition,  and  liome  slender  autliorily,  report  that  St.  Biriuus 
borp  a  particular  relation  lo  the  town  of  Bicester;  which  froin 
him,  it  is  said,  was  called  Dirini-ci<J>lnini,OT  Biriuvestre.  Others 
argue  that  thu  town  lakes  Ha  name  from  a  nuiall  rivulet  called 
the  Bure,  which  rises  in  the  neighbourhood.  Plot  believes  Uiat 
il  gains  its  appellation  from  the  Forest  of  Bernwood,  "  upon  the 
edge  whereof  it  was  seated."  It  does  not  seem  likely  that  so 
trifling  a  stream  as  the  Bure  should  impart  a  name  to  a  wrtUe- 
ment  «f  consequence ;  and  tlie  nearest  part  of  Bernwood  F«reat 
nost  have  been  thrte  miles  distant  when  the  town  was  founded. 
Kennet  is  inclined  to  think  Ihe  name  derived  fram  the  Saxon  tern 
signi^ing  castrum  primariuiu,  or  principal  lort;  this  town  being, 
prabably,  a  place  of  the  greatest  strength  and  hope  to  the  Wait 
Saxons  against  the  Britons  or  Mercians.  It  certainly  was,  in  the 
age  of  Birinus,  a  frontier  garrison ;  and  was  possibly  buiil  about 
bis  time,  and  by  his  advice,  from  Ihe  ruins  of  Alchesler. 

The  old  town  of  Berince&ter  was  first  built  on  the  west  part. 

or  in  King's  end.     This  ancient  town  is  believed  lo  have  been 

detlrojred 

*  Dr.  Keunet  wrocc  liii   Patocliisl  Antiquilict  «bile  ttiidcc 
ncigbbouriog  tillage  (uiacd  Anibnudeu,  of  *bich  paruh  lie  wu  vtcai^ 
Greprj  Tif/f  Turnarbid  •  leitt  at  Ambroxlco,  sow  polled  doMh 
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destroyed  by  the  DuDee,  thoogli  anthora  iiSei  a>  to  the 
period. 

Gilbert  Basset,  Baron  of  Headinf^lon,  founJeJ  Icre  a  priory  «f 
canons  regular  of  St.  Au^Bline,  dedicated  to  St.  Edbur;.  * 

lu  the  close  viciuiiy  of  Bicester  is  a  apring,  called  St.  Ed- 
burg's  Well:  a  spot,  no  doutit,  of  jjreat  resort  with  the  super- 
■titiouB  of  post  ages.  This  was,  by  long  neglect,  stopped  up 
in  the  seveoteentb  century  ;  but  the  aumnier  of  1666  proTJiiff  un- 
usually dry,  the  head  of  tbe  spring  was  opened  and  cleansed  .when 
■uch  a  sudden  and  great  supply  of  water  gushed  forth,  that,  cer- 
tainly, Hays  Keonet,  "  had  the  old  adorers  uow  lived  they  wouldi 
have  termed  it  another  miracle." 

The  remembrance  of  the  saint  is,  likewise,  presrered  ib  £d- 
burg-Balk.  This  is  a  corruption  of  St.  Edburg's  fPalk,  which 
*wad  a  neat  and  frequented  path  to  the  well  from  the  priory.  In  a 
record  of  about  the  lUlb  of  Edward  1.  this  is  termed  St.  Edbarg's 
green  way. 

Richard  11.  in  tbe  first  of  bis  reign,  granted  lo  Sir  JoboDe 
Worth,  Lord  or  the  mauor  of  BigenhuU,  the  privileges  of  a 
weekly  marltet,  and  one  yearly  fkir.  Bigenbull-f  was  a  imkll 
village  which  stood  en  llie  site  of  tbe  pieseut  King's  end  of 
the  town.  The  Bi;reiihull  market  was  diacontiaued  in  tbe  reign 
•f  Henry  VI.  In  the  I9lh  of  that  king,  a  market  was  granted 
^  to  the  Bury  End,  which  from  that  circuatntance  obviously  ac- 

quired its  present  appellation. 

The  customary  olilations  ut  Bicester,  about  tbe  year  1212,  are 

civioas.     These  were  one  penny  for  a  burial,  and  the  same  for 

a  raanriage.  or  for  churchiag  a  woman.     Tbe  altar,  or  sacrament 

2  M  4  ofleriugs, 

t>  VslDcd,  at  (be  VuMlutian.  accDrding  (a  Duj^^le,  at  1471.  Ii.  tOd.  per 
Stin, ;  accurding  lo  Speed  M  1671.  i<.  lOd.      There  vert  M  ]»ii  tetta  Eng. 
Hkh  Hinii  of  the  Dane  af  Edburg;  tliii  to  ttben  the  pciuty  church  of  Biccurr 
*u  dediciucil  ■•■■  S(.  Eilburg  of  Ajicibury. 
I  An  mlluhOD  li>  tbe  inciFot  udu  af  Ihti  mittoc  ii  Hill  nMioed  ia  a  lingk 
Awelling,  itriDed  Bignal  HaOie.  oa  Ibc  norlh  of  tbe  contigDoui  Ti 
Gfcs)  ChtiicrlQii,  but  ia  the  Lurdihip  at  Biceitei  King'i  eud. 
, 


I 

tlgDOUl  TillSfl    '  ^^k 


Via  OXFOKDSHIHE. 

«fiuriugs  w^re  thrcnptiiice  at  phtUtmas,  twopence  at  Easter,  aodft 
pi'iiriy  at  tiie  two  otlier  principal  feaHta;  beBides  offerings  it  «•&• 

Tim  p«pu)atjoa   of  BiceBlec  was  returtKil,  in  1811,  »i2,lA6d 
Tl(4siuftejeturiis  tw  Par liaioent  Stale  the  number  of  bouMa  tobff 

a».  i 

At  tlic  distnnce  of  oue  mile  and  a  hitlf  on  tbe  saiith-vest  of 
Bicester  are  Ibe  faint  triioes  of  ALi:Bt>~TER,  a  city  thal^aa  of  a 
tt^iiftrc  form,  niid  divided  by  four  slrecla.  Kichard  of  Ciren- 
MStci;,  in  ilia  ttiuei^ry,  tcTniH  Alcliesler  Aiataia,  and  makes  it 
It  city  of  tlie  Dobuni.  Camden  seems  of  opinion  lliat  Llie  word 
merely  signifies  old  Town  ;  but  Uie  author  of  the  mttnuscript 
<U  lb*"  cud  of  Kentiel,  would  derive  the  appellation  from  Allectns, 
vho  slew  Uie  Emperor  Caraosius,  and  usurped  his  honours.  DA 
Stukcley  ViBUnty  supports  this  latter  notion  ;  aud  is  desirooa  o^ 
fin(jiii2  iill  a'lxsioQ  to  Csrausias  himself,  iu  Uie  neighbouring  dis*: 
trict  Urmtd  Cavertjitld. 

Xlie  Story  of  Carausius  and  Allectus  is  briefly  tbii: — The 
(iiarii  of  the  Britith  sea  coasts  against  northern  PirateH  was,  by 
tile  Romiius,  comniitt«:d  tu  a  standing  admiral ;  aud  this  com- 
nisiid,  abont  tliu  lliiid  year  of  Oioclcsian,  was  bestowed  on  C&-- 
raiisiuH,  a  native  of  Bnluin  or  Irclaud.  He  availed  hinisetf  of 
his  opportunities  (o  int>iuuatc  to  bis  countrymc:-i  that  if  they 
would  receive  him  for  kin;  he  would  expel  their  foreign  mastera. 
On  this  he  was  admitted  to  the  govemmtiit,  and  renounced  al- 
legiance to  the  Rninaiis.  He  maintained  bis  elevation  for  seven 
yi;ars,  but  was  slain  by  Alltclus,  bis  friend,  about  the  year  399.. 
wbo  usui'p(>d  the  suptcnic  power.  The  author  of  lh«  H&-  ah 
the  eriil  of  Keiinet,  supposes  that  Alleetus  fixed  his  chief  seat  on^i 
this  spot,  and  called  it,  after  his  own  name,  Allrcli  CaHrum: 
since  Alcliestcr,  or  Aldcestcr,  The  battle  in  w!jich  the  rebel 
chief  slew  Caiausjns  be  informs  us  was  fought  more  than  two 
ntWcs  from  Atcliesler,  on  the  lit-ld  now  called  Caversfield. 

It  wiil  be  seen  that  this  conjfctuTe  is  ingenious,  rathn"  lliAn 
probable.     The  anthor  has  no  historical  support,  and  depends 
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chiefly  for  argmneiii  on  a  pretnmed  affinity  of  names.  It  ii  JQttly 
observed  by  Gough  "  that  the  frequent  use  of  the  name  of  AJiU 
Chester,  for  Roman  stations  in  England,  is  a  full  confutation  of  tiM 
notion  that  this  peculiarly  belonged  to  AUectun." 

Kennet,  with  more  judgment,  supposes  Alchester  to  hare  heoB 
one  of  tiie  garrisoned  places  constructed  by  Piautius,  as  securitisa 
to  the  newly  conquered  country,  after  his  early  triumphs  over 
the  Britons.  This  station  probably  acted  as  the  frontier  of  tiM 
Dobuni  and  Catticuchlani ;  and  thence  the  army  of  Plairtie* 
might  readily  pursue  the  Britons  to  Buckingham,  or  the  adjaetnt 
banks  of  the  Ouse. 

The  area  has,  for  many  ages,  been  subject  to  the  inroads  of  tto 
plough  ;  and  numerous  coins  and  curious  relics  have  been  §(mni 
at  Tarious  times.  The  author  of  the  manuscript  before  quoted''^ 
notices  the  following,  among  other  discoveries:  *'  In  the  year 
1616,  an  earthen  pot,  full  of  brass  money,  bearing  the  staoip^ 
name,  and  picture,  some  of  Carausius,  some  of  Alleeturf^  mm 
found  under  the  root  of  a  tree  in  Steeple  Claydon  parish,  by 
the  great  pond  there.  In  the  midst  of  that  ploughed  field,  AU 
Chester,  a  husbandman,  ploughing  very  deep,  lighted  on  a  roogli 
round  stone,  which  was  found  to  be  hollow  within,  and  seeme4 
cemented  together.  On  being  opened  nothing  was  found  bat  » 
green  ^lass,  some  three  quarters  full  of  ashes,  close  stopped 
up  with  lead  over  the  month/'  These  the  author  supposes  i9 
be  "  the  ashes  of  Caransius,  slain  hard  by  !"  This  writer  cre- 
ates more  interest  when  he  proceeds  to  observe  that  "  Alchester 
stppears  to  have  be«^n  a  walled  town/  In  the  front  was  built  a 
sconce,  or  watch-tower,  the  ruins  whereof  still  appear  (1622) 
in  a  plat  of  meadow,  where,  in  our  days,  have  been  du«^  np  much 
Roman  money,  brick,  and  tile ;  and  a  pavement  of  curious  wrought 
tile." 

Many  coins,  and  fragments  of  bailding,  have  been  discovered  at* 
Alchester,  in  more  recent  periods. 

Two  neighbouring  villages  maintain  a  connection  in  (heir  names 

This  MS.  bean  the  ds* 
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^^H  witli  the  desolated  garrisoo.  Gucat  CHCSTCitToii,  whidi  Im* 
^^^H  eoDtigiioDH  to  the  ancieot  cily,  probably  sprang  from  iU  raiDft  ; 
^^^V  ami,  perhnps,  me  may  t>afely  admit  that  Wt^DLEBuitv  d«ritc« 
^^^^  its  name  from  the  Vandsla,  who  were  ctutaioly  cmploytd  u 
I  xDxiliaries  by  the  Romans  in  the  decay  of  the  empire,  and  «b9 

L  night  have  their  atstion   in  this  place*.      The  Aktmaa  Slr«et 

^^H  paased  Alchestcr  on  the   north.      The   cburcb  or  the  present 

^^^P  village  of    Chesterton    ataods    immediately    contigooiu  to  its 

I  Panuing  the  traces  of  this  antient  road,  we  arrive,  wheu  five 

milei  distant  from  Biceater,  at  Kikklingtun,  formerly  a  place  of 

k nuch  poHlical  consequence,  from  its  titualion  as  n  frontier  town 

^^^K  between  the  kingdoma  of  Mercia  und  the  Wevl  Saxons.     In  the 

^^^H  jear  977  was  held  a  ^at  cou::cil.  or  synod,  at  which  were  pre- 

^^^H  sent  King  Edvard  the  Martyr,  and  St,  Dunntan,  Arcbtii&hop  of 

^^^H  Canterbury.     Some  writers  pliue  this  synod  at  Kirtling,  or,  u  it 

^^^H  ia  oftm  termed,  Catledgc,  in  Cam  briti  gee  bite ;  hut  othtra  coulend 

^^^H  that  it  waa  held  in  this  village^  and  tbey  observe,  in  aapporl  of 

^^H  their  opinion,  that  Sideman,  bishop  of  Devonshire,  dying  at  this 

^^^V  aynoil,  willed  to  be  buried  in  his  own  church  at  Crediton,  but 

^^^1  King  Edward  and  Archbishop  Dunstaii  ordered  that  he  should  be 

^^^B  buried  in  the  church  of  Abingdon,  anil  be  was  accordingly  leid 

^^H  on  the  north  side,  in  the  porch  of  St.  Paul.     It  was,  likewiae,  a« 

^^  a  mark  of  kindness,  allowed  by  the  council  to  be  lawful  for  the 
country  people  to  go  in  pilgrimage  to  Si.  Mary  of  A'liugdou.  It  is 
contended  that  Bishop  Sideman  wus  buried  at  St.  Mary'ti  on  ac- 

^^H  count  of  the  comparative  continuity  of  thiit  church  ;  and  it  is  !«• 

^^B  narked  that  the  people  of  CaDibridgcsliin'  would  receive  no  peou- 

^^^^  liar  favour  in  being  permitted  to  seek  rc'lii,-iou5  benefit  Iroiii  a  ptl- 

^^^1  grimage  to  so  distant  a  spot.  i 

^^H  The  manor  of  Kirklington,  accordin<;  to  Plot,  was  formerly    I 

^^^K-  part  of  the  possessiojjs  of  the  Kiugs  of  England  i  froin  whom  it    % 
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i>  Ilcyr;,  Hon  of  Edmund  Cioucliback,  Earl  of  Laiicii&tcr, 

ttn<t  liillier  to  llenry,  tlie  tirat  Duk<:  ot  Laacastcr;  by  wImsc 

daiigliter  Blanch   it  proceeded    to  Juliti  uf  Gaunt.     TIiIh   ioUilli- 

'  gdice  Plot  professes  to  derive  froai  ati  old  cliurter,  tlicu  in  tlit 

"^ssessioa  of  Sir  Tliomas  Cliamberleyiie,  "  Lord  of  tlie  Town  ;" 

1 1   but  Dagdale,  wbo  traces  tlio  dunccut  of  tliu  property  frani  Jolin 

>  it  Uumetz,  Constablt:  of  Norutuiidy  in  tlie  roign  of  King  John 

'    tlirougli  tlie  litie  of  tlic  Basnets,  gbticrves  that  Tlionins  of  Wood- 
■lock,  sixth  BMi  of  Edward  111.   died  poaneiiBcd  of  tlic  atuwr  in 
•  Uie -2Dtli  of  Richtuxl  II. 

Tbc  propbi'ly  is  now  vcslt^d  in  Sir  Hoiiry  W,  DaNliwood,  Bkrt. 
who  bas  beru  a  liuc  nfiit.  tncuiDpassied   by  lut  exleiittive  park. 
■    This  manor  u'us  vtilued,  iu  (be  yutir  1420,  at  i:)l.  titi.  M.  sad 
Mtoem  Bffi'ri. 

Id  tife  cuntipious  parish  ol'  Bli'tchikgcun,  Kicliard  dc  Prest- 
Gate  buld  one  liidu  of  land,  by  the  petty  scrjuatilry  of  earrying  a 

>  sbicld  of  brawn  to  the  Kirii;,  an  oft<:ii  lui  he  hunted  iu  the  fureit 
of  Corubiiiy.      Tbt  manor  wan    long  vuated   iu  the  faiaily  of 

'  D'Aniorie.  The  advuwsnn  of  Bletchingdun  church  <:sch<;iited  to 
(  tlie  crown  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  by  way  of  forfeiture,  incur- 
red by  two  brothers,  Richard  and  Willjata  Giavill ;  and  was 
l^iven  to  Queen's  College,  by  Edward  111.  at  llic  rcqucnl  of  the 
founder.  In  the  yvut  Ifili-'i  the  shock  of  an  earthquake  wu  fdt 
ia  this  village.  Bletcbiugdon  wab  th«  hirlh-pluce  of  Ur.  Duoii-I 
F^irclouglt,  better  kuowu  by  his  paternal  name  of  b'eatly.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Featly,  Cook  of  CorpUH  Chrii^li  College,  and 
was  a  writer  of  some  eminence  ia  oppunition  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholici.  Dr.  Faircluugh  suffered  much  in  the  civil  contest*  of 
the  17th  century,  and  died  of  a  dropsy,  suppoied  to  be  the  c«n< 
•equence  of  lung  im prison mcut,  in  1644.  Arthur  Aouetley, 
Esq.  hu  a.  desirable  residence  ou  the  nonbcrn  side  of  the 
TiHage. 

ISLIP,  distant  five  inile«  from  Oxford,  claims  littli!  constdera- 
tioB  bvm  iu  modern  aspect,  but  u  meoorkble  u  the  place  which 
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JL  HIS  is  well  known  to  be  ike  smallest  County  in  England ; 
but  Camden  seems  inclined  to  make  it  appear  even  less,  for  ha 
calls  it  by  a  kind  of  double  diminutive,  "  AngluE  ProvmeMa 
minima.'*  Fuller,  in  his  quaint  style,  says,  that  indeed  it  is  Imt 
the  pestil  of  a  lark,  which  is  better  than  a  quarter  of  some  big^ 
ger  bird,  having  the  most  cleanly  profit  in  it;  no  place,  so  hat  fat 
the  rider,  being  more  fruitful  for  the  abider  therein  *. 

The  name  of  this  county  has  long  been  a  matter  of  debate  nith 
topographers :  and  Fuller  is  of  opinion,  banishing  the  fMe  of  King 
Rett  t,  and  their  fond  conceit  who  will  have  Rutland  so  cidled, 
from  Roet,  the  French  word  for  awheel,  from  the  rotumlity  thert* 
of  (being  in  form  almost  exactly  orbicular)  it  is  so  termed,  quasi 
Redland:  for  as  if  nature  kept  a  dye  vat  therein,  a  reddish  tinc- 
ture discolonreth  the  earth,  stones,  yea,  the  very  fleeces  of  the 
sheep  feeding  thereon.  If  (he  adds)  the  Rabbins'  observation 
be  true,  who  distinguish  between  A  rets,  the  general  element  of 
the  earth,   and  Adamah,  red  ground,   from  which  Adam  was 

Vol.  XII.  B  taken^ 

*  Sancroft,  in  his  Co11ectan«a  Cariosa,  quotes  Poller's  ''  Obsenrationi  of 
(he  Shires/'  in  which  he  personifies  the  counties,  and  calU  Rutland  ^  the 
dwarf." 

t  Wright  says,  '*  concerning  the  etymology,  there  goes  a  tale  ol*" 
nrho  rid  round  this  county  in  a  day. 
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taken  and  nimed,  inakiiig;  the  latU-r  the  former  rclined.  Rut* 
land's  soil,  on  Ibe  same  reason,  may  lay  claim  lo  more  thau  ordi- 
nary purity,  and  pcifeclion.  I3ut  tliix  ingenious  writtr  seema  to 
have  decided  loo  liastily,  and  witlioiit  exaouning  the  soil  him- 
self, for  tlien  lie  would  have  ascertained  that  the  red  soil,  or 
''  raddle,"  as  it  is  called  by  some,  and  "  keel"  by  ntliere,  is  only 
1«  be  found  in  the  aoulhcru  parts  of  the  county  about  Glaiatoo, 
and  in  some  parts  of  Okeham  Vale;  and  if  me  wtre  to  haxud 
a  conjecture,  where  so  many  learned  men  bavc  failed,  it  would 
be  to  hint,  that  the  diatrict  called  "  Roteloude,"  before  the  Nor- 
man ConijuesI,  was  much  siualler  than  the  present  county,  «n4 
confined  principally  to  the  vale  of  Catinose,  and  the  deep  valley 
South  cast  from  Uppiughaiu,  together  with  Deepdale  or  tiw 
forext  of  Licfield,  &c.  from  whence  it  might  have  been  called  tlw 
Sun  laud,  or  land  consisting  entirely  ofderp  valliet. 

There  is,  indeed,  a  topographical  objection,  in  part  to  this  ety- 
mology; for  Gouijh  is  of  opiuiou,  that  the  whole  of  the  uideni 
Rotelondr,  with  the  exception  of  Ridlivgton,  was  on  the  nortb 
side  of  the  river  Gutitih,  and  confined  between  that  river  and  th« 
present  bonmlary  of  lite  county  of  Nottingham.  We  are  told  in 
Camden,  tbnt  the  Boutlierii  parts  of  the  present  county  are  to  be 
foiiud  iu  DomeBday  hook  in  Wicbeslai  Hundred*,  under  Northainp- 
tonshire;  the  ollieis  in  Kurthamplonshire,  the  sheriff  of  whiok 
eonnty,  by  statulc  of  the  3l8t  of  Henry  111.  was  appointed  Es- 
cheator  for  tliis.  To  tiiia,  however,  Mr.  Gougli  adds,  that  thu 
name  of  Kotelaud  makes  a  distinct  title  in  Uumf^day  (fol.  293,) 
and  conprehends  the  two  wapentakes  of  Alfnodeston,  now  Alslee, 
and  Martincslcie,  now  Martinsley ;  the  first  of  which  rncladcd  two 
luiDdrcds,  and  lay  half  in  the  wapentake  «f  ThiiT^rton,  and  halt 
m  Broxinn,  both  in  Nottinghamshire. 

.  lutherei^nof  HcTiryVIIl.weare  told"  tlti'Shireof  Rutkiid 
lyeth  in  a  tnanuer,  as  it  were,    in  a  roundel,  and  lyeth  partly  np- 
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on  Wiland  water  from  Staanfbrd^  to  the  rery  bridge  of  Roking* 
ham/' « 

Wright  tells  us,  f  that  its  dimensions  do  not  exceed  twelre 
miles  in  any  one  place ;  it  is  now^  however,  more  accorately  known 
to  be  in  length  eighteen  miles  from  north  to  sonth,  and  in  breadth 
from  east  to  west,  fifteen ;  its  circumference  being  nearly  sixty 
miles.  This  gives  an  area,  according  to  the  statement  drawn  np 
for  the  House  of  Commons  in  1805,  of  two  hundred  square  sta* 
tttte  miles,  equal  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  statute 
acres,  having  a  proportion  of  eighty-two  persons  per  acre,  or 
16,3d6  in  all. 

Its  Modem  Diffisicn  consists  of  five  hundreds ;  viz.  Wrangdyke, 
East,  Alstoe,  Okeham  Soke,  and  Martinsley.  It  has  only  iwa 
market  towns,  Okeham,  or  Oakham,  and  Uppingham;  but  eon* 
tains  ibrty-nine  parishes,  being  more,  in  proportion  to  its  sise, 
than  any  other  county  in  the  kingdom. 

Notwithstanding  the  comparative  small  size  of  this  county,  it 
has  always  been  considered  a  valuable  one.  Drayton,  in  his  Poly- 
Olbion,  particularly  addresses  it  with  reference  to  its  superiority 
over,  or  at  least  equality  with,  any  other  coonty  in  England. 

'<  Love  nut  thyself  the  lets,  although  the  leait  thou  ait. 
What  thou  in  greatness  want'st,  wise  Nature  cloth  impart 
In  goodness  of  thy  soil ;  and  more  delicious  mould. 
Surveying  all  this  ible,  the  tun  did  ne'er  behold. 
Bring  forth  that  British  vale,  and  be  it  ne'er  so  rare^ 
But  Catmus  with  that  vale  for  richness  may  compare. 
What  forest  nymph  is  found,  how  brave  soe'er  she  be ; 
But  Z.j(/fetf  shews  herself  as  brave  a  nymph  as  she  i 
What  river  ever  rose  from  bank  or  swelling  hill. 
Than  Ruthmd^s  wandering  trash,  a  delicaterrilH 
Small  shire  that  cans't  produce  to  thy  proportion  good. 
One  vale  of  special  name,  one  forest,  and  one  flood  I 

BS  Ok! 

*  LtlsDd'i  Idoerary,  Vol.  I.  U, 
f  Wrigb^s  HitlDfy  of  Rstlwid. 
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'  Oh !  Catmus,  thou  fair  vale,  come  en  in  grass  and  corn, 
That  Bearer  •  ne'er  be  said  thy  sisterhood  to  scorn. 
And  let  thy  Ocham  boast  to  have  no  little  grace. 
That  her  the  pleased  Fates  did  in  thy  bosom  place  ! 
And  Lyfieldt  as  thou  art  a  forest,  live  so  free. 
That  ev'ry  forest  nymph  may  praise  the  sports  in  thee ; 
And  down  to  ff'cUahd*s  course.  Oh  !  H^ash,  run  ever  clear, 
To  honour,  and  to  be  much  honoured  by  this  Shire." 

The  HISTORY  of  this  connty,  in  the  earliest  times,  ean  scarcely 
lie  separated  from  that  of  tlie  surroanding  districts.  In  the  British 
times  it  was  part  of  that  nation^  or  people,  whom  the  Romans  call- 
ed "  Coritani,^^  from  the  ancient  British  word  corani,  or  coremiend, 
a  word  indeed  of  doubtful  etymology,  bat  supposed  to  have  been 
bnMight  into  Britain  by  some  early  injaders,  who,  under  the  name 
of  Corinians,  are  noticed  in  the  Welsh  Legends  t>  and  are  re- 
corded as  forming  one  division  of  the  three  great  evils  that  came 
into  Britain,  and  never  went  away  again. 

After  the  Roman  Legions  became  possessed  of  the  greatest  part 
of  the  kingdom,  this  district  being  subdued  by  Publins  Ostoritis 
nnder  the  Emperor  Claudius,  Rutland  was  included  in  their  divi« 
sion  of  Flavia  Ccesariensis, 

During  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  between  582  and  827,  it  formed 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  under  eighteen  successive  nio« 
narchs ;  and,  after  the  union  of  all  the  kingdom  under  one  monarch, 
it  seems  to  have  been  the  property  of  the  Crown  ;  for  Edward 
the  Confessor  bequeathed  it  to  his  queen,  Edith,  and  after  her  de- 
mise to  Westminster  Abbey.  His  will,  which  is  still  extant, 
says,  "  1  will  that  after  the  decease  of  Queen  Eadgith,  my  con- 
sort, Rotelond,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  be  given  to  my  monas- 
tery  of  St.  Peter,  and  be  surrendered,  without  delay,  to  the  abbot 
and  monks  there  serving  God,  for  ever." 

So  anxious  indeed  was  Edward  to  secure  this  obituary  gift  to 
the  monastery,  that  he  confirmed  the  donation  by  a  kind  of  an- 
terior 

•  Belroir  Vtlc,  ia  Notts,  and  Ltncohi.  t  Vide  the  Triadct. 


HVTLANDSHIHB.  A 

terior  deed,  along  with  many  other  land*^  as  appean  by  a  charter, 
bearing  date  at  Westminster^  on  the  feast  of  the  Holy  InnooeBti, 
in  the  25th  year  of  his  reign,  1064  *. 

This  grant,  "  for  ever/'  was  nevertheless  soon  set  aside  by  ;the 
Norman  duke,  on  his  accession ;  for  he  resumed  the  possessioa  of 
Rutland  as  Crown  land,  and,  merely  allowing  the  monastery  to  re- 
coive  the  tythcs,  divided  it  amongst  some  of  his  nearest  relatiTea| 
and  most  powerful  adherents. 

These  first  Norman  grantees  were,  Robert  Mtdet,  who  held  tbd 
office  of  Great  Chamberlain,  and  whose  ftither  was  one  of  the 
principal  generals  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  after  which  ho  wis 
entrusted  with  the  care  and  interment  of  tlje  body  of  the  imirper 
Harold  ;  Gilbert  de  Gant,  his  nephew  by  marriage,  being  his 
wife's  brother's  son,  also  an  officer  of  high  rank ;  Eari  Hugh  ; 
Aubrey,  the  clerk,  and  several  others.  Several  manora  also, 
whose  fiitiiatiou  is  not  now  precisely  known,  were  granted  to  hw 
niece  Judith,  afterwards  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  and  to  Mami, 
Countess  of  Albemarle,  his  half  sister.  It  is  evident,  however, 
that  considerable  royalties  were  reserved  in  these  grants ;  for  the 
county  of  Rutland,  together  with  the  town  of  Rockingham,  io 
Northamptonshire,  were  assigned  by  Parliament,  (or  as  then  more 
minutely  expressed,  "  with  the  common  consent  and  unanimous 
agreement  of  the  archbishops,  bishops,  earls,  barons,  and  clergy, 
with  the  whole  commons  of  the  realm,'')  to  Queen  Isabel  at  her 
coronation,  in  the  reign  of  King  John. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  it  appears,  tliat  the  Crown  was  po8« 
sesscd  of  the  Hundreds  of  Martiusley,  Alstoe,  and  East  Hundred; 
all  which  that  monarch  granted  to  the  Lady  Margaret,  wife  of 
Piers  de  Gaveston,  Duke  of  Cornwall,  then  his  favourite,  and  to 
be  held  by  her  during  the  Royal  pleasure.  The  Hundred  of, 
Wrangd)rke  was  then  the  property  of  Guy  de  Beauchamp,  Earl 
of  Warwick ;  but  his  son  Thomas  being  a  minor  at  his  father's 
death,  Edward  gave  this  estate  to  Hugh  Spenser  the  elder,  an* 

D3  other 

•  Vide  I>ugdalc's  Moo*^: 
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oditr  fiiToarite,  m  tlif  plea  of  ito  being  Umtigfcfltioa  a#  •  JiH 
dMlohiD,  offiTTM. 

During  those  transactions^  the  Hnndred  of  Okelma  Soke  v  at* 
▼er  mentioned ;  and  it  is  eoiyoetared,  that  it  then  fMraiad  pot  of 
Martinsley  Hundred. 

From  this  period  its  history  ceases  to  be  general  as  a  oowi^; 
b«t  it  shall  be  noticed  in  particular,  under  the  Tariooa  beado* 

This  county  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  Earldom  mnm  after 
the  Conquest;  for  amongst  the  witnesses  enumerated  in  a  ehaiter 
granted  by  Henry  I.  in  1101,  to  Herbert^  Biahop  of  Norwich,  aad 
the  monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity  there,  we  find  the  naaie  of  <«  Bo* 
hert  Comes  Butland.''  *  This,  howe? er«  is  the  only  instaoea  of 
that  nature  on  repord,  and  we  betiere  that  the  cc41^;a  of  harakb 
acknowledge  no  Earl  earli^  than 

.  Ebwaed,  eldest  son  of  Edmund  of  Langley,  fifth  son  of  E^ 
ward  III.  so  created  on  the  35th  of  February,  in  the  19lh  of 
Biohard  II.  1389;  but  with  the  reservation  that  he  ahooU  emoy 
the  title  no  longer  than  during  his  futher's  iife*time,  he  lieeoanag» 
on  his  demise,  Duke  of  York,  Along  with  his  title  he  oblaiaed 
a  grant  of  the  castle,  town,  and  lordahip,  of  Okehem,  togwiher 
with  the  sbrivalty  of  the  county.  He  was  also  created  Duke  of 
Albemarle  by  King  Richard;  but  on  the  deposition  of  that 
narch  by  Henry,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  afterwards  Henry  IV.  he 
stripped  not  only  of  that  dukedom,  but  also  of  that  of  York,  in* 
herited  from  his  father.  In  the  7th  of  Henry  IV.  however,  he 
was  restored  to  the  royal  favour,  and  to  his  hereditary  dukedom, 
in  addition  to  his  earldom  of  Rutland,  which  he  had  alone  been 
permitted  to  retain ;  and  soon  after  was  not  only  employed  along 
with  Thomas  Duke  of  Clarence,  to  assist  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
against  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  but  was  constituted  Justice  of 
South  Wales,  by  Henry  V.  and  General  Warden  of  the  East 
Marches  towards  Scotland.  With  this  latter  monarch  he  was  in 
such  favour,  that  he  attended  him  in  his  expedition  to  France ;  and 
at  his  own  particular  desire  had  the  command  of  the  van  at  the 

ever 

*  Vide  Do^e'i  WonsstiooD^  Vol.  I.  p.  41t. 
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ever  memofable  battle  of  Agincourt.  Id  this  he  behaved  nost 
galUiiitly ;  nor  did  he  receive  a  wound :  "  bat  being  corpulent 
iiuough  much  heat  and  thronging,  was  smothered  to  death."  Hf 
wajn  d  Knight  of  the  Garter,  and  in  the  fashion  of  the  times  Ibaadh 
ed  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Fotheriuj^hay,  in  NorthamploRsiiin^ 
He  married  Philippa,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  John  Lord  Mo)iiio 
ol  Duuster;  but  leaving  no  issue,  was  succeeded  by 

Richard  Plant<igenet,  his  nephew,  only  son  of  Richard  of 
Conisburgh,  Earl  of  Cambridge,  his  brother.  Daring  the  tam^ 
pestiious  reign  of  Henry  VI.  he  was  the  claimant  of  the  Crowa 
on  thu  side  of  the  White  Rose,  previous  to  which  he  had  disU»» 
gujshod  himself  much  iu  military  atfairs  in  France.  In  the  early 
part  uf  Henry's  reign,  he  and  Somerset  were  noade  joint  regentf 
of  that  kingdom,  and  he  was  afterwards  retained  to  serve  in  the 
wars  of  France  and  Normandy,  over  which  he  was  appointed  lieu- 
tenant, and  captain  generaL 

To  enumerate  all  the  events  which  led  to  the  destruction  of  the 
English  power  in  France  is  here  unnecessary  \  but  it  appears  that 
he  and  his  friends  attributed  them  principally  to  the  Duke  of 
Somerset,  at  that  time  considered  as  the  king's  firmest  peno- 
nal  friend.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  gave  any  coioir 
tenance  to  the  various  insurrections  of  Jack  Cade  and  others ;  but 
it  is  evident  that  he  took  advantage  of  the  popular  disconteitfs  to 
place  the  Crown  on  his  own  head,  as  the  lawful  heir,  beiag 
heir  male  of  the  family  of  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March  (by  his  mo- 
ther Anne)  descended  from  Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  third  son  of 
Ejdward  III.  In  order  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  he  appeared  in 
arms,  professing  only  his  intention  to  remove  evil  counsellom 
from  his  king ;  but  Somerset  having  been  thrown  into  confine* 
ment,  and  the  popular  indignation  subsiding,  he  found  his  de- 
signs not  ripe  for  execution^  and  the  king^s  forces  increasing  and 
his  own  diminishing  in  number,  he  submitted  himself  to  Henry, 
under  a  solemn  oath  to  be  ajoyai  and  obedirat  subject,  and  was  of 
course  pardoned,  according  to  the  lenient  principles  which  Henry 
adopted. 

B  4  A  few 
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A  few  years  afterwanls,  he  made  a  second  attempt,  and  beiag 
aisisted  by  the  Earls  of  Salisbury  and  Warwick,  BUcc«eded  s» 
fdj"  as  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Somerset  from  the  roiniBtry ;  bat 
Henry,  then  rccoverin);  from  a  long  and  dungeroua  illoess,  im- 
mediately released  Somerset  hom  the  Tower,  where  he  had  been 
confined,  and  took  him  again  into  favour.  This  me-asure  pro- 
duced Huch  diKconteot  in  the  kingdom,  that  Ricliard  was  enabled 
to  raise  a  large  army,  and  soon  after,  Somerset  being  slaio  in  tlia 
battUof  St.  Albans',  he  was  madu  Prolcelur  of  the  Realm,  but 
having  gone  to  Ireland,  was  removed  from  thiii  high  office,  when 
his  friends  Salisbury  and  Warwick  raised  liesh  force*,  and  b«v- 
ing  defeated  the  king  ut  Northampton,  lie  was  tucouraged  lo  re- 
turn; then  being  received  with  much  popular  applause,  he  went 
to  the  Parliament  with  great  solemnity,  ascended  the  Tliroue,  and 
openly  chatlenged  it  as  bis  right.  I'liis,  however,  was  not  ona- 
nimously  agreed  tu ;  so  lliul,  after  long  deliberation,  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  be  content  with  a  resolutiou  of  Parliament,  that  he  watt  htir 
apparent  to  the  Crown,  aflerthe  demise  of  Henry.  Soon  after  tliis, 
intelligence  was  brought  him  that  Margaret  of  Anjou  had  raised 
a  force  in  the  north  to  oppose  this  order  of  succesaion:  he  iinme-  . 
diately  marched  to  attack  ber ;  but  being  himself  attacked  bj  the 
queen's  army,  before  he  had  collected  a  sufficient  body  of  troops, 
he  was  killed  at  the  baltk-  of  Wakelield  iu  Yorkahire.  iu  i4«0. 
By  Cecily  his  wife,  daughter  of  Rulph  Nevil  the  first  Ettrl  at 
Westmoreland  of  that  name,  (and  commonly  called  "  the  Rose  of 
Raby,")  he  had  a  numerous  family.  Edward  his  eldest  ascended 
the  Throne;  and  Edmund  his  second  son,  who,  a  short  time  be- 
fore had  been  created  £ari  of  Rutland,  was  stabbed  by  I^rd 
Clitlnrd,  after  the  battle,  though  ouly  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old. 

The  title  of  Rulliatd  thuH  became  extinct  in  the  Royal  mala 
line ;  but  Amu,  the  eldest  sister  of  Kdward  IV.  u[id  of  the  last 
Earl,  having  married  Sir  Thomas  St.  Lcgt:r,  she  had  to  bin 
one  sole  daughter  end  heiress,  Anne,  who  married  George  Mau> 
ners.  Lord  Boos,  and  their  eldest  son  Tliomas,  I<ord  Roos,  was 
advanced  to  the  dignity  of  an  Earl,  taking  his  title  from  this  conn* 
ty,  ou  the  2Sth  June,  in  the  17th  of  Henry  Vlll.  lo'i^. 

Tho 
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The  successive  Earls  and  Dakes  of  this  noble  fomily  will  b* 
found  at  large  in  the  various  peerages ;  we  shall,  therefore,  oidj 
notice  the  grandson  of  the  first  Earl,  Edward,  the  third  Earl  of  the 
Manners  family,  of  whom  it  has  been  said,  that  his  speculative  . 
knowledge,  that  gave  light  to  tbe  most  dark  and  difficult  propo- 
sals, became  ecUpsed  by  the  more  dazzling  lustre  of  his  own  prac- 
tice and  experimental  prudence ;  which,  (together  witb  the  allN 
ance  to  my  Lord  Burleigh  who  had  married  his  daughter,)  had 
voted  him  to  Bromley's  place;  but  that  they  both  sickened  and 
died  in  one  week.  He  left  these  four  advices  behind  him:  first. 
Be  always  employed;  second.  Look  to  the  issue;  third,  Be/kr^ 
nishedwith  a  friend;  fourth.  Reflect  upon  thyself.  * 

The  Property  of  this  county,  we  have  seen,  was  at  first  in  the 
Crown;  afterwards  in  the  Church,  but  reduced  by  tbe  Norman 
Conqueror,  first  to  the  whole  tythes,  and  afterwards  to  those  of 
the  Church  of  Oakham  only. 

In  order  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  Landed  Families,  after 
the  property  became  more  divided,  we  shall  insert  a  list  of  the 
gentry  of  this  county  returned  by  tbe  commissioners  in  the  12th 
of  Henry  YI.  forming  at  the  same  time  a  point  for  genealogical 
reference  and  enquiry. 

These  were,  Thomas  Grenham,  and  William  Beaufo,  Knights 
of  the  Shire;  John  Basinges  of  Empingham,  Kut.;  John  Cole- 
pepper  of-Exton,  Henry  Plesington  of  Burley,  Knts. ;  Robert 
Brown  of  Wodebead,  Esq. ;  Robert  Davis  of  Tickencote^  Esq. ; 
John  Brown  of  Tighe,  Esq.;  John  Plesington  of  Wissendine, 
Esq. ;  Thomas  Flore  of  Oakham,  Esq. ;  Francis  Clerk  of  Stoke- 
dry,  Esq. ;  John  Chyceiden  of  Branston,  Esq.;  John  Sapcott  of 
Ketton,  merchant;  John  Clerk  of  Wissendine,  merchant;  Robert 
Whitwell  of  Kctton,  Gent. ;  Wm.  Lewes  of  Oakham,  Gent. ;  John 
Brigge  of  ditto,  ditto ;  John  Basset  of  North  Luffenham,  Gent, ; 
James  Palmer,  and  John  Palmer  of  ditto,  ditto ;  William  Sheffield 
of  Seaton,  Gent. ;  Robert  Soussex,  of  Market  Overton,  Gent ; 
John  Vowe,  of  Whitwell,  Gent. ;  William  Pochon,  of  Wissen- 
dine,  Gent.;  William  Swaffield,  of  Braunston,  GenU;  liwry 

•  Lloyd's  Sute  Worthies, ' 
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Breton,  of  KetUn,  GeoL;  William  Uffiogton,  of  Filtoii.  GcbL^I 
Tboinaa  Lufieiiiiam,  of  Winge,  Genu 

Since  Ibat  period  great  changes  have  taken  place,  as  -will  'fM 
pear  under  the  various  heads ;  the  present  priucjjial  LandMdtitim 
are  as  follow : 

Duke  of  RuUanil,  Marquis  of  Exeter,  Mar^uia  of  Salubuy,! 
Eail  of  Winclielsea,  Earl  of  Harborougb,  Earl  of  Pomfret,  Vis-  I 
count  Dowue,  liord  Sondev,  Lord  Northwick,  Lord  G.  H.  C^l 
vendis!i.  Hod.  Jolm  Muucktoa,  Sir  Gilbert  HcaUicote,  Bart.  Sir  | 
John  Smitb,  Bart.  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster,  Dean  a 
Chapter   of  Lincoln,    General    Morgan,    Colonel   Noel,   Georg*-! 
Fludyer,    Esq.    Thomas    Barker,    Eaq.    William   Walcot,    Eaf,  ^ 
Fraocia  Chesclden,  Esq.   William  Kemp,  Esq.  Robert  Walker, 
Esq.  Miss  Ashley,  Nathaniel  Tryon,   Esq.    Jolni  Bellain,  Esq. 
John  Winerlield,  Esq.  Ileury  O'Brieu,  Esq.  C.  B.  Adderley.  Ea^ 
&c.  &c. 

In  a  county  of  such  small  extent  the  Seatg  a(  the  nobility  aii4  I 
gentry  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  vkry  numerous  j  theue  ue, 

Alston,  near  Uppingham,  Ctorae  B.  Brudenell,  Esq. 
Burteigh-on-lhc-Iii/l,  Earl  of  Winchelsea. 
Clipthant,  near  to,  John  Hack,  Esi). 

■ '  Rev. Snow, 

Cotsmore-Jiousc,  a  hunting-seat  of  tlie  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

Exton,  Col.  Noel, 

Editliweiton,  near  1o,  Robert  Tomlin,  Esq. 

— Waldcn  Orme,  Esq. 

Gtaitton,  occupied  by  Henry  O'Bcien,  Esq. 
Humblclon,  Captain  Gardner. 
Ketton,  an  old  mansion  of  Lord  Northwiek's. 
Toletkorpe  House,  Mrs.  Brown. 
Ltfndcn,  Thomas  Barker,  Esq, 
Morcot,  Nathaniel  Tryon,  Esq. 
JVcn-Mianfon,  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  Bart. 
Oakham  Lodge,  seat  of  Colonel  Noel. 
I,  R.  G.  Bateman,  Esq. 
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I,  "WiUiwn  Belgrave,  E»q. 

—  near  to.  Rev. Shields. 


idlimglOH,  Francis  Cheselden,  Esq. 
i,SyaU,  Muttlien  Pterrepoiut,  Za%. 
'.,  South  Luffenham,  Tliomu  HoUlikys,  Esq. 
y.Strrtton,  occupied  by  Generul  Grosvetior. 
I  Ticktncote.  John  WingfieU,  Es^. 
I  Twou«r,  Hftury  O'Brieu,  Esq. 
[•Vppingham  near  to,  C.  B.  .^dderley,  Esq. 
'  H'iuendcn,  an  old  nuoccupied  maoBioa  of  Eat\  Harborongli. 

The  TUia  which  have  btien  taken  rrou  the  difiereut  places  in 
tbiB  couuty  are  few  iq  Dumher,  and  not  apecilicaliy  deeignativc. 
being  merely  FcrrarB  of  Oakliiiin,  and  Noel  of  Exton,  now  both 
extinct. 

The  Baronetages  arc  only  five  in  number;  Sir  Edward  Noel,  of 
Brooke;  Sir  James  Harringtoii,of  Ridlington;  Sir  Thomas  Mack- 
worlh,  of  Nonnauton  ;  Sir  Ahel  Barker,  of  Hanibleton  ;  and  Sir 
Gilbert  Heathcotc,  of  Normanlon :  dl  but  tiie  last  now  extinct. 

When  the  Order  of  the  Royal  Oak  was  pi-opoEed  in  tiiB  rei^ti 
of  Charles  II.  the  folluwini;  gentlemen  were  chosen  as  worthy  of 
its  investiture :  Ahell  Barker,  Esq. ;  Edward  Fawkeoor,  of  Up- 
pingham, Esq. ;  Christopher  Browne,  Esq  ;  Richard  Halford,  of 
Edithweston,  Esq. ;  Samuel  Browne,  Esq ;  and  Henry  Noel,  Esq. 
all  stated  a»  poSNeaaed  of  lands  from  lOOOI.  to  6001,  per  annum. 

The  CLIMATE  of  this  county  has  always  been  considered  a* 
mild,  healthful,  and  pleasant.  A  fair  estimate  of  its  general  state 
may  be  drawn  from  a  very  interesting  letter  from  the  late  Thomas 
Barker,  of  l.yndcn,  Esq.  to  James  West,  Esq.  president  of  the 
Royal  Society,  cootaiuing  observations  on  the  quantity  of  I'ain 
fallen  at  that  place  for  several  years,  from  1736  to  17T1,  when 
the  communication  was  made,  and  which  may  be  found  at  large 
ID  the  Phil.  Trans.  Vol.  61,  p.  2-21. 

From  an  examination  ol  this,  it  appears  that  more  rain  had 
Allien  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  part  of  the  period.    The 

smaltesl 
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emsllest  quantity  in  any  year  was  between  1740  and  I743C~< 
to  sixteeu  tncliea  atkd  a  half  per  year ;  the  greatest  quantity  fraatrl 
17ti7  to  1770,  equal  to  twenty-five  Jnche*  and  a  half  jm-i  anooi) 
These  observutious  seem  to  have  been  taken  with  all  possible  m 
curacy  ou  iLt  pnrt  of  Mr.  Barker ;  but  tlity  aic  nnt  to  be  o 
dered  as  infallibk' ;  for  iu  a  nei-oiid  letter  on  the  same  aubject,  h*a 
sliews  llie  danger  of  truating  implicitly  to  these  g-uagea,  adding^l 
"  Mr.  Edward  Laurence,  who  observed  the  rain  at  Staintbrd  pactfl 
oftlic  time  wUiliit  1  have  done  here,  generally  found  more  wat«rfl 
in  bis  measurer,  which  stood  on  tlie  ground,  than  I  did  in  mine  jB 
but  I  caiiiiot  depend  on  his  observations,  because-  I  have  been  toU 
the  aeriants  at  the  house  used  to  play  him  tricks,  aud  pourinta 
liiH  cistern  more  water  than  fell  in,  to  which  a 
in  very  liable." 

The  Bucceediug  years  have  been  in  some  measure  filled  op  b^J 
Samuel  Barker,  Esq,  from  whose  register,  quoted  by  Mr.  Par- 
kinson in  his  recent  Agricultural  Survey  of  the  County,  it  ap- 
pears, thatdurint;  the  period  from  1791  to  I79d  incitisive, 
hare  been  no  preponderant  winds  iu  the  connty,  whilst  the  Vttfi 
rage  of  rain  fallen  has  been  at  34.  61.  inches  per  year;  thegreate 
quantity  bring  39.40.  aud  the  smallest  3t.40  inches, 

Mr.  Parkinsou,  in  describing  the  Face  of  tht  countif,  seys  very 
justly,  that  it  is,  generally  speaking,  very  beautiful,  especinJIy 
where  it  is  welt  Umbered,  being  much  diversified  by  small  anl  i 
gently  rising  hills,  running  east  and  west,  with  vallies  of  abo 
half  a  mile   in   width   intersecting  them,  so  that  iu  travelling ^ 
thruugh  it,  there  arc  fl-esh  views  at  the  distance  of  every  tl 
or  four  miles,  causing  its  appearance  to  be  very  lively.     To  this 
v/K  may  add,  that  its  principal  vale  ofCatmose  is  in  the  centre  fif 
the  shire,  "  a  pleasant  and  fertile  valley,  periiaps  from  foet  maet^-J 
which  siguify  in  British,  a  woody  plain."*     Ou  the  north  side  offl 
thiM  vale  the  ground  rises,  immediately  after  leaving  Oakhftoi.  ^ 
and  asrendiug  Burleigh-hill,-)-  where  we  again  meet  with  a  dead 
fliit  extending  all  over  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  fbmtMg 
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m  kind  of  table  land,  looking  down  upon  the  fertile  &nd  weU 
wooded  plains  of  Leicester,  Nottingham,  and  Litioolnshires.  TIm 
eastern  part  of  the  county  is  more  diversified ;  the  sonthera  dis* 
trict  consists  in  a  g^eat  measure  of  one  very  extensive  valley; 
mostly  open  land,  stretching  into  Northamptonshire;  and  the 
western  borders,  the  remains  of  the  old  forest  of  liefield,  are 
well  wooded,  and  sink  in  the  distance  into  the  Leicestershire 
plams. 

The  Soil  consists  in  general  of  red  land,  good  clay,  poor 
clay,  hazel  earth,  white  stony  land,  black  clay,  and  gravelly 
clay.  An  old  writer  tells  us,*  that  it  is  "  rich  land,  but  so  reii 
that  it  stains  the  wool  of  the  sheep  that  feed  on  it  of  a  red  ooionr  :'* 
and  Goiigh,  in  his  additions  to  Camden,  says,  "  there  is  a  greiit 
deal  of  red  land  in  Rutland,  and  very  red,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
universal  in  the  county,  nor  peculiar  to  it." 

This  redness,  like  all  other  wonders,  seems  to  have  been  much 
exaggerated,  principally  from  the  relators  never  having  themselves 
examined  into  the  matter ;  and  we  shall  exemplify  this  inaccurate 
mode  of  relation  by  a  quotation  from  the  Magna  Britannia,  and 
this  the  more  readily,  because  it  seems  to  contain  the  whole  of 
wliat  has  been  said  and  conjectured  upon  the  subject.  "  As  to  the 
nature  of  the  soil,  namely,  that  it  is  so  red,  that  it  tinges  the 
fleeces  of  the  sheep  that  lie  upon  it,  we  have  rejected  it  as  a  mis- 
take from  Ihe  authority  of  Mr.  Wriglit,  who,  we  suppos",  made 
a  particular  enquiry  into  it:  but  since  Dr.  Fuller  tells  us,  that 
there  were  a  sort  of  poor  men  called  raddlemen,  or  reddlemen, 
peculiar  to  this  couuty,  who  went  up  and  down  the  neighbouring 
parts,  carrying  packs  of  red  stones  or  oker,  which  they  sold  to 
the  country  farmers  and  jobbers  for  the  marking  of  their  sheep  ; 
and  it  would  be  well  nigh  as  discernible  and  lasting  as  pitch- 
brands,  and  less  hurtful  to  the  fleeces ;  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  red  lands  in  this  county,  at  least  in  some  parts  of  it, 
were  of  a  clear  different  nature  from  those  in  other  counties,  par- 
taking something  of  the  oker  redness,  and  so  might  make  the 
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aheep'*  fleeces  rcddisli,  specially  in  folding  ujMin  landa  bra 

op  by  the  plongb,  wliicb  miglit  loach  the  oker  nineu. 

kU  which  sage  conjectures,  it  is  eoough  to  say,  tb^ 

the  inarvellouH  had  induced  various  iiarratore  to  ailopt  t 

iu  rhetoric,  of  putliDg'a  part  for  tlie  whole,  and  tlms  estendin; 

Uie  ochry  property  of  some  parts  of  the  land«  about  Glaisloa,  ud 

in  the  vale  of  Catmosc,  to  the  whuie  of  the  county.  ■  ^h 

Mr.  Parkinson  discriminates  llic  variouB  soils,  observing,  ^Mi^^l 
the  eofit  and  nouth-east  parts  arc  of  a  shallow  staple  upon  1ilHS*^| 
atone  rock,  with  a  linial)  mixture  of  cold  wood  land  and  a  clay 
soil ;  whilet  the  other  parts  of  tliQ  county  are  composed  ofa  strong 
loam,  to  which  the  vale  of  Catmosi:  is  in  some  measure  an  excep- 
tion, consisting  of  good  clay,  red  loun,  and  a  mixture  of  clay  mod 
red  loam. 

The  modern  system  of  agriculture  too  i!>  macb  assisted  in  this 
county,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  varying  so  much  in  its  dif- 
ferent kiuds  of  soil  at  small  distAuces,  causing  each  soil  to  be 
nmch  more  valuable  than  it  could  be,  if  one  kind  only  were  spread 
through  each  lordship. 

Although  the  Suptr/lcirtl  ConfetiU  of  the  county  have  been  de- 
livered into  Parliament  at  188,000  acres,  yet  Mr.  Parkinsoo,  on 
nhat  authority  we  know  not,  states  them  only  at  91,002  acm, 
unA  -29  perches,  thns  divided  : 

Pasture  lutda  equal  to  ............  34,861  acres. 

Meadow 9,3d6 

Arable    42,536 

CommoB  ........ ............    6M 

Waste ao 

PhntBtiona 60 

Wood* 2,816 

Water 44 

91,00a --i» 

allowing  for  some  small  fractions  in  each  part. 


With  rach  advantage*  it  may  be  rapposed  that  the  PiODUCB 
is  ooasideraUe.  The  barley  lA  partictilar  is  of  soch  a  snperisr 
quality,  that  the  farmers  of  Rutland  generally  call  it  oom,  speci- 
fying other  kinds  of  grain  by  their  ▼arious  names.  When  Mfm 
Cmtchley  wrote,  (who  drew  up  the  First  Report  lor  the  Board 
of  Agricalture  J  com  of  all  kinds  was  cheaper  than  in  the  ad* 
joining  counties,  bat  dearer  than  in  the  metropolis,  which  he  al* 
tributed  to  the  want  of  water  carriage.  The  new  canal,  however^ 
has  put  Rutland  pretty  much  on  a  level  with  its  neighbours. 

It  will  naturally  be  concluded  that  the  Moda  of  agrundtUM 
ronst  diifer  in  some  degree,  not  only  on  the  different  soils,  bol  out 
those  lands  which  are  open  or  enclosed.  It  is  beyond  our  phm^ 
however,  to  enter  upon  the  minutie  of  this  detail,  further  than  to 
notice  a  few  of  Mr.  Parkinson's  very  accurate  and  diffuse  obser* 
vations,  confirmed  by  personal  investigation  and  enquiry.* 

The  old  course  of  two  crops  and  a  fallow  is  yet  followed  upon 
the  uninclosed  arable  lands ;  except  upon  some  of  the  light  soils^ 
where  turnips,  to  be  fed  off  upon  the  ground  by  sheep,  are  raised 
upon  the  fallows.  In  the  ensuing  season  the  dead  fallows  are 
sowed  with  wheat,  and  the  latter  with  barley.  The  second  crops 
on  the  light  soils  consist  generally  of  pease  alone :  bnt  on  the 
clays  there  is  an  intermixture  of  pease  and  beans.  Some  of  the 
fanners,  however,  in  the  eastern  district  alM)nt  Exton  and  Cas- 
terton,  have  adopted  tlic  custom  of  sowing  barley  and  broad  cla- 
ver  after  their  fallows,  mowing  the  clover  for  a  second  year's 
crop,  and  feeding  it  off  with  sheep  during  the  fallow  year,  when  it 

1* 

•  The  writer  of  these  sheets  caunot  omit  mentioning  the  foilowiug  ruitic 
bon  mot,  which  took  place  in  a  field  near  Exton  Park  in  the  last  autumn. 
Seeing  the  farmer  and  bis  men  employed  in  loading  a  nnggon  with  th* 
sheaves  of  a  very  plentiful  crop,  1m  entered  into  conversation  on  their  haf^ 
rest  of  the  different  kinds  of  grain ;  and  observing  that  he  had  beard  a  farmer 
ill  Nottiiighurashire  complain  of  the  scantiness  of  his  rye  crop,  when  another 
coniforteil  him  with  the  reflection  that  the  less  there  was  of  it  the  mere 
niuney  it  would  fetch,  as  the  poor  would  not  fil  K  tdb«s  nieuHfuL  '*  Ah, 
master  V*  exclaimed  an  aged  ir*'^    '*  t1ir>  nfceiy 

Harvest,  and  so  the  wry  mo«th|i| 
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is  «tdnsider«(l  as  proper  for  a  course  of  wheat,  &c.     ' 
have  mi  idea  ttiat  winter  plowing  is  hurtful  to  the  lani 

:  nn  the  fallows,  where  it  remains  till  ll 


tlioy  lay  tUei 


;,  when  it  is  plowed  in,  and  the  Hced  si 


n  broHdcast. 


L 


ipnng, 

As  hoeing  ii  not  used  upon  the  open  lands,  except  with  mpect 
In  tumipi,  it  often  happens  that  tlie  cropa,  particularly  on  light 
lands,  are  not  so  clear  as  they  ought  to  be  in  good  husbandry. 

The  incloEed  lands  are  mostly  the  light  sorts  of  limestone 
hases  and  of  red  loiim.  These  are  principally,  or  at  least  partly, ' 
nnder  the  Norfolk  mode  of  husbandry  of  four  years'  rotation,  Knd 
wtthont  feeding  off,  except  in  ihe  turnip  crops;  but  another  nioda 
hu  been  for  some  years  adopted,  of  taking  two  crops  of  Bpring 
com  after  breaking  up  the  clover,  then  turnips,  nent  barley 
rye-grass  and  clover;  after  which  there  are  three  or  four  yc) 
sheep  feedingr,  when  it  is  broken  np  again  for  spring  com. 

As  the  first  of  these  methods  is  useful  for  raising  the  greateat 
proportion  of  wheat,  and  the  second  is  alike  benehcial  for  sheep- 
stock,  it  is  not  surpi'iRiag  that  each  shonld  have  wann  advocates 
in  preference  to  Ibe  other;  it  is  perhaps  best  that  each 
Khould  be  adopted  ;  but  it  is  no  less  ccrtaiu  that  either  of 
preferable  to  the  old  mode  on  open  lands. 

The  extraordinary  difference,  aud  the  consequent  advani 
to  the  fiirmcr  and  the  nation  at  large,  is  clearly  and  pluinly  she^ 
1>y  Mr.  Purkinson,  who  states  that  the  expenses  on  three  tu 
ufopen  field-land  in  one  year,  according  to  the  method  still  pnie- 
lised  where  there  are  no  inclosures,  amount  to  151. 19s.  6d.  whHal 
the  produce  docs  not  exceed  211.  6s.  leaving  a  profit  of  51.  Ga.  6^ 
or  II.  Ids.  6d.  p(,T  acre;  whil.it,  according  to  the  improved 
tc'in,  the  ospensi-s  onybur  acres  amount  to  241.  3s.  4il.  whils 
produce  is  4.^1.  17s.  givinir  a  profit  of  191,  13b.  Sd.  or  41.  ISs,  3dL 
per  anc.  This  extraordinary  ditl'erence  he  demonstrates  to  ariu 
from  the  rent  and  expenses  of  tbo/aWow  t/ear  in  the  old  method. 
But  there  is  another  advantage  connected  with  the  new  mode, 
perhaps  of  e(]ual  importance  with  the  incrcaGC-d  produce  ;  and  that 

the  additional  employmeDt  it  gives  to  the  poor,  particalvly 
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Q  mi  ehildren,  in  weeding  and  lioeing,  independent  of  th* 
nddttioiial  harvest  labour. 

The  Tnivrcs  iire  various,  fteelidd,  leasehold,  and  copyhold, 
liut  principally  the  (bmier;  and  the  Oicvpaiiott  is  nioetly  from 
year  to  year,  continiiitij;  till  very  lately  uuder  the  old  system, 
biit  with  a  rtccnt  ohli},'atioii  on  the  fanner  to  take  only  one  crop 
of  spring  corn  pre* ious  to  a  fallow. 

The  Size  of  farms  varies  iuiieIi,  running  from  fifteen  ncrea  to 
G40;  but  the  latter  are  not  very  numerouB  ;  whilst  the  cottagers 
have  ^eat  advantages,  in  poBsessing  enough  to  enable  them  to 
keep  one  or  two  cowii,  anil  to  (ill  up  their  vacant  lime,  without 
rendering  them  uliwilLng  to  t^ntiuue  in  ttietr  proper  oecnpation 
as  day  labourers. 

The  Average  of  rentt  has  been  till  lately  not  more  tbau  a 
guinea  per  acre  through  the  county ;  but  that  ia  now  luucii  iu. 
creased. 

Tiie  J'arm-housa  are  in  general  very  comfortable,  indeed  supe- 
rior to  miiny  other  counties;  hot  being  mostly  in  villages  al  some 
distance  from  the  lands,  much  inconvenience  must  be  felt;  and 
this  itappe^ars  is  evidently  the  reason  of  a  very  just  complaint  made 
by  Mr.  Parkinson,  of  their  offices  being  badly  constructed,  and 
inconveniently  arnutged.  This  gentleman  also  mentions  a  carious 
fact  respecting  the  rents  of  cottages,  which,  wiicn  taken  at  the 
first  hauil  from  the  land-owners,  may  be  had  for  twenty  shillings 
jiiT  annum  ;  whilat  in  towns  tbey  are  relet  at  the  uneonscionsble 
advance  of  forty. 

Of  late  years  many  gentlemen  form  part  of  their  own  estates, 

Wlien  Mr,  Crutchley  wrote,  not  more  than  one-third  of  the 
county  was  sabjecl  to  Tythtf  ;  and  since  that  period  the  tythes 
of  all  new  inclnsurcs  have  been  commuted  by  allolmcnls  of  a  cer-' 
tain  proportion  of  one-finh  arablo,  and  on<<-ointh  uf  greensward. 
This  has  been  further  noticed  by  Mr.  Parkinson,  who  says,  "  it 
niuy  be  observed  that  the  greater  part  of  the  pansliea  are  exone- 
taled  from  tythes,  either  by  modus,  or  being  made  Aee.  This 
desirable  object  has  been  Btt«n4ed  <<  Hioclosures; 

Vol.  XU.  aiul 
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and  Ihc  grtttett  Ultnntajrct)  in  every  respect  hB*6%^iitlte  b 
coiise<|uc[ice  to  both  llic  clerc:y  and  the  layin 

Tlie  highest  tithes  paid  are  in  Oakliam  parish,  vhere  I 


amount  to  6b.  6d.  per  Q' 
ftcre ;  and  in  Asliwel!  they  a 


e  parts  lliey  are  Is.  Gi.  \ 


ntlic 


^^M  at  Ma 

^^M  the  8l 


1'lie  MrNEKALOGV  of  thJH  county  iit  upon  a  very  rircnmscriM 
scale.  Mr.  Parkinson,  in  his  late  Surrey,  observes,  (hat  then 
1b  notliin^  worthy  of  remark  under  this  head,  except  that  at 
Kettoli  there  i»  a  kind  of  Htooe  very  proper  aiid  fnnioas  for  build- 
ingB,  He  odds,  that  iti  many  parts  there  is  stone  for  lime,  coO- 
tistlu^  of  a  soft  and  hard  species  ;  that  variouti  opinians  ue  en- 
tertained of  the  lime  made  for  these  t«o  sorts,  hut  in  (general  tbftt 
made  froui  the  hard  stone  ia  preferred.  He  mig'lit  have  added 
loo,  that  these  lime  stones  are  well  dcisurving  the  attention  of  tlic 
natunlist,  mid  of  all  dilutian  and  mtedilueian  theorists,  as  thei 
contain  a  f^eat  number  of  murine  substances,  and  arc  tliemsc 
to  be  found  in  the  various  degrees  of  tenacity,  from  that  of  n 
indurated  clay,  or  hardened  sea  oostr,  to  the  conaialence  of  stoa^ 
It  is  also  a  coriaus  fact,  that  the  building  stoDe  now  fonnJ-il 
Kelton  was  at  one  time  completely  lost ;  for  the  Editors  of  t 
Magna  Britannia,  about  the  beginning  of  the  Inst  century,  i 
"  upon  Witchley  heath,  between  Kctlon  and  Tinwell, 
Hundred,  we  find  some  marks  or  pits  in  our  maps,  called  ll 
quarries,  which  we  suppoae  vere  holes  in  the  earth,  out  of  n 
Mm«  kind  of  baildinj,^  stone  hath  been  du^ ;  but  ihc  vdn  t 
long;  since  exhausted,  wc  have  no  account  of  any  such  quar 
here  eitner  by  Hr.  Wrif^lit,  or  any  nlher  bJstoriuns  whatrvoLli 
this  county." 

The  red  ocbry  tint  of  the  soil,  of  which  we  have  nlretdy  apekti 
evidently  rises  from  the  presence  of  ferruginous  umtter;  «ti<l  1 
is  proved  by  the  number  of  Chalybealt  sprin^a  througboot  ^ 
whole  county.  One  of  these,  n  very  Htrnufv  inipreguutiou,  is  w 
piece  of  marnhy  ground  near  NormBntou  ;  there  arc  Heverikl  iitlien 
at  Marti uslhurpe,  Hambletnn,  Lyndon,  and  North  LufTenhain  ;  hoi 
llie  slrongctit,  and  which  has  long  been  much  noted,  and  aomt-' 
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^ears  ago  mucli  reiortej  to,  is  between  Teigh  and  Market  Over- 

The  Woods  of  llii»  cmnty  we  supposed  to  have  formerly  been 
much  more  extetisive  tliau  at  prescut ;  and  varioua  topographers 
have  asserted,  tliut  where  Oakham  ta  now  situated,  oaks  once  grew ; 
nay,  thai  the  whole  vale  of  Catmoae  was  once  an  extensive  tract 
of  woodland.  Tliis,  indeed,  is  liltte  more  than  conjecture;  Lut 
it  is  well  axcertiiiued  that  the 

FOREST  OF  LEAFIELD, 

or  LyBeld,  once  occnpied  the  greatest  part  of  Oakham  Hundred; 
and  that  Beaumont  Chace,  a  part  of  it,  once  extended  over  great 
part  of  MivtinHley  Hundred,  having  sevenil  towns  within  its  pnr- 
lieus,  though  they  arc  now  dealroyed. 

It  is  supposed  that  tliis  forest  took  its  name  from  the  Manor  of 
Leigh,  or  Lee,  which  is  nearly  in  iU  centre;  it  must  be,  how- 
ever, rather  of  recent  erection,  for  there  is  no  mention  of  it  in 
Domesday  book,  nor  in  any  of  the  subseqnent  reigns,  as  the  edi- 
tors of  Magna  iiritanuia  assert,  until  that  of  Edward  II.  when 
Tiieolald  de  Meiiyle,  (or  rather,  aa  some  think,  Neville,)  was 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Lclgli.  But  this  is  incorrect ;  for  though 
its  origin  is  uncertain,  yet  several  grounds,  parcels  of  il,  were 
aflorested  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  which  is  fully  proved  by  a 
perambulation  made  in  the  S8th  year  of  Edward  I.* 

Several  of  the  towns  in  ita  vicinity,  as  well  as  those  within  its 
limttA,  still  claim  certain  forest  rights,  it  may  not  be  iirelevant, 
therefore,  to  trace  its  bounds,  from  a  MS.  whose  date  is  uncer- 
tain, but  which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Noel  family  on 
their  purchase  of  its  rights  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 

This  perambulation  is  stated  as  commencing  at  Flitttrit 
Conierj  in  the  held  of  Oakham ;  from  whence  it  goes  wetitward, 
ini'luding  all  Britnnston  High  Meadow,  with  the  H'isp  and 
li'ithcot  Suit ;  thenct;  it  proceeds  towards  the  nouth-we^t,  taking 
in  BriliUieeU  Sait  and  Covkly  Sail,  and  so  to  Steerwood, 
where  it  t^a  in  Tinford  Bridge,  Behon,  and  IVardly  lowna. 
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.  Weland  river,  a  liUle  beuethe  StaunTonl  town,  ia  an  XVIII  orX 
rnilea.  The  common  saying  ii  there,  that  Washe  and  Wilai 
shall  drown  a1  Holondf,"— alluding  lo  Holland  in  Lincolnshtrcb  J 

Those  who  are  fond  of  Fishing  may  find  great  amusement  ctt* 
it«  banks.     The  banks  of  this  river  aJso  afford  much  anuscment  to 
the  botanist ;  in  particular  he  «ill  find  liere  the  tender  ivj-lenrcd 
bell-flo«er,   or  cnjnpanula  palustris;  also  tbe  asmufid  royal,  or 
filix  floribus  insignis. 

Another  small  stream,  the  Chatcr,  crosses  the  county  ume 
miles  to  the  sontliward  of  the  Guash ;  the  little  Eye,  (anciently 
the  Lytelee,)*  is  the  boundary  between  the  south-wett  district 
of  Rutland  and  Lei cestrrsh ires ;  and  though  but  a  small  streant, 
is  oflcn  subject  lo  floods  :  and  there  is  another  Khich,  At  prcseti^ 
has  almost  lost  lis  name,  Ihat  runs  from  the  Vale  of  Catmose  int* 
the  Gnash  above  Empingham,  and  called  Cotsuiore,  perhaps  Inm 
the  vale  in  which  it  riues. 

The  WtUavd  may  indeed  be  jnstly  considered  as  a  rirtr  h^ 
longing  to  this  connty,  Ihnugh  it  serves  principally  as  its  botm- 
dary  from  North nmptan shire,  lis  lakes  its  rise  in  Leiceater- 
shire,  and  touches  first  upon'Rulland  in  the  vicinity  of  Caldeent, 
from  whence  it  proceeds  in  a  meandering  course  tnvarda  the 
north-east,  and  running  past  Stsniford  in  Lincolnshire,  crocsea 
the  fens  in  that  cuunty,  where  it  falls  into  the  Fossdyke.  Ua*in)r 
been  made  navigable  as  high  as  Stamfoi'd,  it  affords  coasidenble 
facility  of  water  carriage  to  the  southern  district  of  the  county, 
althongh  its  navigable  extent  docs  not  cuter  into  Rutland; 
il  is  not  likely  that  it  will  be  continued  further,  lliough  it  might  ._ 
perhaps  he  easily  made  to  communicate  with  the  different  n 
tions  in  Leicester  and  Northamptonshircs. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  river,  through  a  long  c 
baa  still  preserved  its  most  ancient  name,  hut  subject  to  fra 
Htm.    Peokt  tells  us,  that  Weallan,  in  Saxon,  signified  "  runtfe,*^ 
lo  boil,  lo  n^t,  to  bubble ;  and  Wealland  ia  the  partieiple,  t 
name  so  well  agreeing  with  the  nsrture  of  a  itliarp  stream,  ^fivttMt 

rapidifi. 


and;  wA 

it  might^^ 

tieiple,  ^^^ 


•  Vide  CuqeIi'i  Ciimden. 
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rayidui,  tliitt  tt  looks  US  muoii  like  a  trnniilation  of  tlic  Briti.sli 
Doorubrif  islo  the  Saxon  Welland,  its  it  is  llie  just  ctynologj 
of  tlie  latUrr;  and  at  lUc  preseul  da;,  Dvrobrifi',  in  Welsh,  aig- 
iiities  tk  Kbarp  stream.  If  tbiA  dcriration  is  coirect,  wc  mutit  sup- 
puae  Uiat  tJi«  course  of  this  rivo'  was  fonnerly  raoro  rapid  tban  at 
preieiit. 

Tliougli  Riilbixl  enjoys  a  partial  )>ciiefit  from  tlie  improved  Da- 
vigiBlioii  of  lEir  WHIand,  yet  it  has,  proptrrl^  speaking,  but  one 
cAKAL,  thai  of  Oakham.  This  branch  of  a  more  cxtnaded  line 
begins  in  the  neighbourhood  «f  Melton  Mowbray,  in  l^icester- 
shire,  enters  Rutland  near  Tcigii,  and  passes  by  Market  Overton, 
Barrow,  Cotsmure,  and  Burley,  until  it  approaches  Oakham  on 
its  north  side,  in  the  level  of  the  vale  of  Catmose.  Its  couTbC 
through  Leicestershire  and  Rutland  is  about  south-east,  for  an 
t'Xteut  of  fiHetn  miles.  Its  first  moiety  has  a  regular  rise  of 
126  feet  perpendicular ;  but  after  entering  this  county  it  con- 
tinues on  a  level.  The  Rutland  line  o{  six  and  a  half  miles  was 
completed  iu  IdlUS;  ami  the  whole  expense  was  b6,00pi.  raised  in 
shares  of  1001. 

In  dry  summers  it  Is  in  great  want  of  winter,  Ibougb  tliere  is 
a  reservoir  formed  on  lis  western  side,  near  to  L^iigham  i  but 
Ur>  Parkinson,  with  some  propriety  too,  rccomntends  an  exten- 
sive system  of  ai^icultural  drainage  throughatit  the  county, 
wbich,  as  be  observes,  would  kill  two  birds  witli  one  stone,  if 
conducted  so  as  la  full  into  tlie  reservoir,  or  into  any  other  con- 
Vtniently  situated.  The  principal  olijects  of  this  navigation  are 
the  supply  of  coals  and  timber,  and  the  transport  of  agriculturul 
produce. 

The  Roads  throughout  tlie  county  are  tolerably  good;  but,  U 
Hr.  Parkinson  notices,  badly  made,  consisting  only  of  a  central 
jMrt  for  draught,  whilst  the  rest  is  waste  ;  nny,  worse  than  use- 
less. The  first  report  delivered  into  the  Board  of  Agriculture  also 
notices  this  defect,  and  complains  much  of  the  dilferent  paxislics 
not  assisting  earli  other  with  materials  for  renair.  To  this  it  is 
very  judiciously  added,  that  W  lid  in  (he 
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parish  which  unforlunntely  lias  no  materiiilB  of  its  o 
must  Htilt  remaia  in  tlicii'  original  impassable  Htate,  sufit^ria 
perhaps  the  taunts  and  reproaches  nf  those  very  neighbours  w  1m 
illiberal  refusal  of  assislnnce  is  the  cause  of  their  raga;e*l  Ht«ta| 
This  custom  of  each  pari!<h  reserving  lo  itself  its  own  tnaterid 
waa  at  thnl  time  so  politely  atleuJcd  to  by  the  surveyoi 
even,  though  supported  by  an  Art  of  Parliament,  they  declined  I 
taking  mst^rinls,  if  the  land-owuers  objected  to  It,  allhotigh  the 
Tornpike  Acts  were  so  very  explicit  in  anthorising  every  thing  of 
thin  kind  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  atlan^e,  and  indeed  evcftof 
the  very  individuals  who,  Uke  the  dog  in  the  manger,  refused  tfae 
necessary  supply. 

Even  at  the  present  day,  the  system  of  mending  the  rotds 
does  not  seem  to  have  improved  much,  as,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  summer,  the  Editor  of  these  sheets  observed  a  very  awkwsid 
part  of  the  road  on  the  rise  and  turn  ofthe  bill  between  Barley 
and  Wliitwell,  covered  for  some  perches  along  the  centre  with 
immeoBe  fi-aginentB  of  ragged  stone,  thicker  and  harder  than  even 
the  heads  of  the  surveyors  who  bad  directed  them  lobe  lud  down, 
and  this  without  any  mixture  of  saud  or  gravel  to  fill  op  their 
interattces.  Here,  it  seems,  they  were  laid,  in  hopes  tliat  eoaehea, 
carts,  and  waggons,  would  gratuitously  pulverize  then;  bnt 
coaches,  carts,  and  wa^gona,  like  the  ricli  waylarers  in  the  para- 
ble of  the  Good  Samaritan,  turned  on  one  side,  to  their  own  mui* 
feat  risk  too,  without attemptiuc:  to  smooth  the  nigged  aurbce.  1 
fact,  audi  was  the  style  of  this  modem  improvement,  that.  hSid 
been  laid  entirely  across  the  road,  it  must  have  pioduced  a  ei 
plete  system  of  blockade  and  iioii-irilercourse  between  Oakbamai 
Stamford, 

These  are  circumiitanccH  which  fastidious  crilica  nifty  1 
beneath  tlie  notice  of  lopograpii/  ,-  but  even  if  w 
of  producing  amendment  by  our  striclurca,  we  may  still  be  i 
mitted  to  elucidate  "Beauties,"  hy  the  contrast  of  such  horrid  4 
p>rmit;'  ! 


7'licre  are  no  M«ku; 


*  of  any  import  in   this  conot;. 
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which  Mr.  Parifinson,  we  believe,  willi  great  jnslicft,  attribiites 
solely  to  the  want  of  wat^r,  and  scarcity  of  fuel,  and  uot  to  any 
deficiency  of  iDclination,  of  spirit,  nr  of  capital.  Snme  trifting 
eircuRiBtances,  however,  connected  with  manuracturc,  will  come  in 
under  the  lubseqoent  diTisioiis. 

Tlie  I'opL'i.ATinN  of  the  coanty  are  very  properly  described  oa 
being:  healthy,  and  well  fed  ;  there  has  not,  however,  tjen  of  late 
yean,  been  any  great  increase  amongst  them;  which  circum- 
stance, in  a  county  solely  agnmltuTal,  ahewR  evidently,  that 
England  u  not  independent  of  Commerce,  at  least,  that  without 
c«mnierce,  which  is  the  only  stimulus  and  vent  for  manufactures, 
our  population,  and  consequent  real  btrengthas  a  nation,  could  not 
possibly  iiave  increased  to  its  present  extent. 

In  the  last  century,  on  averages  taJcen  at  intervals  of  ten  years, 
it  appears,  that  tile  greateitt  number  of  baptisms  in  any  one  year, 
were  2T0  males,  aud  252  females ;  whilst  the  burials  amnnntcd  lo 
319  males,  and  324  femalea.  From  this  we  might  naturally  con- 
clude, that  a  small  increase  would  take  place;  but  as  that  was 
not  the  caae,  we  are  the  mare  disposed  to  credit  an  assertion  wc 
have  heard  in  the  county,  more  than  once,  that  the  want  of  em- 
ploymcut  sends  many  into  the  ncighliouring  districts.  This  evil 
may,  pcrliapa.  in  some  measure,  be  corrected  in  future,  by  the 
additional  labour  necessary  in  an  improved  mode  of  cultivation, 
and  generally  arisina;  from  enclosures ;  but  that  it  has  existed, 
and  still  esists  at  the  present  day,  will  appear  from  the  lecent 
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During  the  last  half  ceutury  the  average  of  marriages  were  110 
annually,  but  there  is  no  actual  census  of  the  population  before 
1801 ,  when  there  were  found  to  he  797B  males,  aud  8378  femalts, 
making  a  toUl  of  16,366.  Of  these,  3994  were  employed  iu  agri- 
culture, 192Hin  trade,  and  the  remainder  10408  were  unemployed; 
t\ie  latter  number,  of  course,  including  the  j^antry,  clergy,  perhaps, 

^eat  proportion  of  the  females,  and  tliu  greatest  part  of  the 

itliful  population. 

^besc,  on  the  whole,  were  found  to  occupy  1036  dwelling- 


.^ 
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booses,  470  farm-houBes.  aiiJ  67 j  coUaf  w,  at  »d  «adicr  p«ri 
but  ID  the  cenius  or  1801.  the  isliabitetl  hoiues  were  3374 
fanilies  occupviug  liieni  3^3 ;  and  87  hmities  tiniilliAtiited. 

By   tlie  recent  retoiiw  to  Parliament  th«  males   nuiovnA  t^t 
7931 ;  the  kma]rs  tii  8449 :  beiii^  a  iliminutivn  oi  tlw  one 
of  47,  a^tl  in  the  otber  an  iiicrruM  of  71,  rooking  in  the  whole 
absalotu  iucretse  of  only  •2i  io  ten  yeotB,  or  I6^Q  lot  Ifae 

Voitt  the  present  head  it  will  not  be  imricrant  to  Boiice 
cnriauR  particulara  of  the  inttviial  rer;olations  of  the  ettBnty, 
namcateil  by  Thomas  Barker  of  London,  Esq.  in  17itl  *,  btm 
«btcti  it  appearG,  that  in  tlic  early  f>ait  of  liie  sevenlceotb  etm- 
tury,  llie  rates  of  wa^eti  for  all  Linda  of  neivuitfi,  and  area 
wariiufn.  were  actually  assessed  liy  tlie  Jnsliccn  at  Onkhaw,  in 
I61Q.  By  these  regulations  a  man-scrvairt,  «lu>  cunU  fualic 
a  rick,  and  kill  a  hog,  bad  filly  shilliiu,'B  per  iiannin ;  lint  if 
lie  conld  not  make  the  rick,  or  kill  the  hog,  he  Lad  unly  fwty  : 
"  s  ctiief  woman -servant  to  cooke,  bake,  brew,  and  make  jnalt,  and 
OTetBte  the  other  sonants,"  had  Iweuty-sis  aliillingn  and  eij^U 
fence ;  hut  if  she  could  not  oversee  the  Hervanln,  only  lweiit}> 
lliree  and  tburpenoe :  the  wa^s  for  movers  in  hanMl  wtre  fi««- 
peare  per  day  witli  victtiab,  and  lenpeiMc  williouL 

It  was  also  settled  that,  "  %/recmattm  whidi  ran  draw  hit 
work,  and  set  aocordingrly,  having  cha^'e  over  otliers,  bel 
Michaolmas,  eightpence ;  biit  twelvepence  without  meati" 
the  justi(.-(-»  decreed,  that  "  every  person  giehge  above  tbv 
«ugcs  appointed  shall  anSer  ten  days'  imprisonoienl,  and  forfeit 
ten  pounds ;  and  thai  every  person  takiune  above  M>e  va^es  a^ 
(wiinlcd  Khali  sulfer  one  and  twenty  days'  imfirisoiunuil." 

The  STATE  OF  TKB  I'OOH  is  sucJi  ail  object  of  coiiatdGratimi, 
that  we  have  etidcavonred  to  collcei  ail  tJie  iufonuatioii  pwaiU* 
respecting; it;  all  which  tends  much  to  the  credit  of  thiii  aotaU 
county. 

When  Sir  F.  M.  Eden  wrote,  the  general  enipUiymijut 
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■iustrious  poor  throu(^hout  Rutland  wta  kuittin^  stockings,  and 
spinniDg  linen  and  jersey,  afterwarils  wore  iuto  tammice  by  poor 
weavers  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  county.  Something  or  this 
trade  still  exists,  but,  we  believe,  without  any  increase)  and  at 
present  nothing  else  remains  for  their  employ  but  agricultural  la- 
bour, and  the  encouragement  offered  to  thcra  by  the  Society  for 
promotivg  Induitrg.  The  wages  of  both  sexes  run  from  nine  to 
fifteen  shilliugs  per  week,  and  the  wouien  are  much  eviployed 
in  field  work  during  the  summer  months ;  but  thia  latter  would 
be  much  incraaaed  if  more  attention  was  paid  to  weeding  and  hoe- 
Not  with  standi  Bg  this  comparative  want  of  employment,  tho 
Poor's  Rates  are  low  in  general,  a  circurostnnce  saiil  to  arise 
irooi  a  great  okany  cottagers  being  aJlowed  small  porlinns  of  laud 
just  sufficient  to  kerp  one  or  two  cows,  though  nnl  enough  to  pre- 
vent them  from  attending  to  daily  Inbour.  This  is  certainly  a  ju- 
dicious arrangemeDt ;  and  though  it  does  not  extf  nd  to  aJl  tli< 
parishes,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  beneficial  effects  which  have 
been  found  to  attend  its  adoption  iji  every  case  will  convince  the 
diflerent  farmers  aod  landholders,  of  ita  propriety. 

The  rales  have  for  some  years  heeo  pretty  stationary ;  no  ma- 
terial increase  has,  in  fact,  taken  place  in  the  gr«nter  number  of 
paridtes,  except,  aa  Mr.  Parkinson  tells  us,  in  Bishbronke,  where, 
ill  seveB  years,  tbey  have  risen  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  one. 
To  counterbalance  this,  they  have  decreased  bolh  in  Lyddington 
and  ioWiuge,  a  circumstanoe  that  speaks  in  favour  of  enclosures - 
br  both  these  parishes  were  raosUy  open  in  1794,  when  Mr. 
Crutciiley  expressly  stated,  that  the  poor's  rates  were  higheat  in 
the  uiiiuclosed  parishes. 

We  liave  not  aecD  any  atsitement  of  the  rales  lat«r  than  Mr. 
Parkinson's  Survey,  by  whiLh  it  appears,  that  ll>e  highest  were 
tbeu  BtOakhnm,  Flitteris,  North  Luffenham,  and  Prraton,  being 
6ve  shillings  in  the  pound,  whilst  al  Sealon  they  were  five  shil- 
lings on  thrte  quarters  of  the  rent;  at  Uppiagham,  they  were 
•nljr  iour  shillings ;  «t  Ayaton,  Egleton,  Whilwell,  &c.  they  ««re 
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u  law  aa  ode  shilling  in  Ibe  pound  ;  and  Leafidd 

penny  per  acre  IowkHs  the  Oakhan  poor's  rate,    in  Uftitintliarpe 

Ibcre  was  no  poor's  rate  whatever. 

Tbaagh,  as  «aa  before  obaerved,  there  has  b«ett  no  iacmw  af 
the  poor*!  ratn  ilorin?  the  last  few  yeatra ;  yet  between  1 77} ,  and 
liW3,  lh«  loUl  inerease  of  eounly  rates  was  bum  S8b71.  la 
14,6741. 

In  tliat  Inller  year,  the  ai  erase  was  about  3s.  6d.  is  the  pood. 
and  the  pnncipil  itKns  of  expenditure  was  as  fullow : 

For  Out-poor,  ^ISI. ;  (or  In-ptxir,  '2U611. ;  in  aaila  of  b«. 
3801.;  for  ch arch-rates,  loads,  and  other  eoiint\  cxjie)iS(^41C<H. 
itappeara  ako,  that  Heme  partial  stteoipt*  to  make  th*  poorasstat 
in  th«r  own  aappnrt  took  place,  hut  on  a  very  aniall  kcbI^ 
181.  8b.  Td.  were  expended  in  aupjilying  out  poor  with  materiala. 
and  391.  Ids.  8d.  were  earned ;  whilst  91.  &•.  were  cKpendeil  in 
Ihe  work-housta,  and  (heir  earnings  there  ainonnted  to  lOSl.  7k.  7d. 
TUe  «tit-poor  relieved  amonnted  to  498,  aud  those  inside  la  169, 
.  with  about  300  children ;  and  there  were  83  children  in  schooh  of 
indnKtnr. 

tijioii  Ifie  whole,  it  appeared,  that  the  persons  reliered  were 
ill  a  prnportion  of  S  in  a  100;  that  ihert:  were  23  Friendly  So- 
cielies,  eontaimnt;  1704  memlKn,  ahout  10  in  a  100;  Uiat  tha 
average  of  all  r;ites  was  about  Ids.  fid.  per  head  ;  and  that  the 
expenditure  for  ponr  amnuntjid  to  lOs,  7td.  per  heitd  of  the  pnpn- 


Tliere  is  no  donbt  that  the  socirrr  FOk  PROMonita 
DCKTRV  hai  been  of  essentia]  service.      It  was  first  proposed 
the  Reverend  Thomas  Poster  of  Tinwell,  who  took  infinite  painH 
ill  its  establish  in  eat,  ila  first  object  bein^'  la   encourage  indnstry 
in  thone  u6t  already  chargeable  to  llie  parishes,  by  supply: 
lliem  with  wheels,    and  the  Toti[;h  materials  for  tipinning. 
It  was  finnlly  established  by  Act  of  Parliaaient  in  1785, 

•  receives  one  per  cent  on  the  Poor's  Rates  from  most  of 
parinlies,    to  whick  several    very    handsome  beiicfaetiona 
been  tdded.     The  sum  thus  raised  is  expended  in  giving 
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mlums  to  poor  children  for  spiniiiog  and  knitting,  luid  also  to 
deserviug  young  persons  on  otiier  occasions ;  as  well  as  to  pa« 
rents  who  have  brought  up  without  parochial  assistance  four  or 
more  children  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  As  far  back  as  17d4 
it  was  but  in  its  infancy,  but  Mr.  Crutchley,  in  his  report  to 
the  Agricultural  Board,  asserted,  that  even  then  it  had  tended 
much  to  tlie  diminution  of  the  Poor's  Rate  :  to  prove  this,  it  has 
been  shewn  that  the  rates  in  1780,  were  28861.;  in  1785,  the 
year  of  the  Society's  first  formation,  36371. ;  in  the  very  next  year 
they  were  only  34151.;  in  1787,  reduced  to  30081.;  in  1788, 
they  were  stationary,  but  in  the  succeeding  year  they  began  to 
increase,  owing  to  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  times, 
particularly  the  increase  of  prices,  the  necessary  support  of  the 

families  of  militia-men,  and  of  those  raised  by  bounties  for  the  na« 
val  service,  &c. 

Even  now,  though  the  rates  are  much  higher  than  when  Unt 

m 

Society  was  first  instituted,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that 
its  beneficial  effects  are  still  felt,  in  keeping  down  the  annual  in- 
crease ;  an  eflect,  however,  not  so  apparent  as  when  an  absolute 
comparative  diminution  takes  place,  yet  equally  deserving  both  of 
praise  and  of  imitation. 

The  CiUKiTY-SuooLS  in  this  county  are  not  very  numeitnif, 
but  will  be  noticed  in  their  respective  places ;  but  we  must  not 
omit  one  good  example  of  a  bequi-st  about  a  century  ago,  when 
601.  per  aunnm  were  left  for  the  establishment  of  six  schools 
for  the  poor  children  of  the  six  parislics  of  Oakham,  Empingham, 
Exton,  Greetham,  Langham,  and  Thistleton. 

The  ZOOLOGY  will  require  but  little  notice,  as  this  is  net  a 
breeding  county  on  a  large  scale,  in  auy  class  of  animals. 
When  Mr.  Parkinson  wrote,  the  cows  (which  it  has  been  re- 
marked, gave  but  little  milk,  though  extremely  rich,)  were  in 
number  2729;  calves  1244;  and  store  calves  700;  tliere  were 
no  working  cattle  except  ien  oxen,  kept  by  the  Earl  of  Wiii- 
chelsea ;  but  as  there  was  much  grazing  of  cattle  brought  /rem 
other  counties,  and  these  after  one  summer's  grass  sent  up  tolion- 

doB, 
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iarao  ad  Mm  •tM  S118,  «ri>hdk 

At  (be  «■■«  tiHe  the  licip  ntr  ntiasUJ  U  57830,  nd 
lMfr(333ie,  OT&n«t  inmll.  TboeeMMtelafaUa^  w« 
Ldcaltn,  &  (c«  lincolat,  uW  unc  Soatfc  Dona.  TWir  Cmhk 
thcB  m  6*M  fMT  to  fttc  poMi^ ;  b«t  Mr.  PkriiMM  «i^  ttM 
•f  tele  yan  the  aeeo*  bid  dccbBed  oM-fMrtb  a 
IbMgfa  mmt  wiltwd  tbewMl  i 
jBl  Nr.  P.  «M  ttf  apimoa,  tbal  I 
fnmOftRj  framlbeir  iKcJofdMCf  bcmg  Im  d 
tUihnd«eb«reM 
Mj  tbri  ujr  a 

TbeAt^  were 4991  in  Bubtr;  UicreT 
■ad  1276  A«e-AtM. 

The  If  i/N  in  PAL  and  PARLitMexTiKT  Uim>n  ef  I 
rehire  but  little  elucidattoo,  except  with  nspeet  to  il>  ■ 
«f  a  county,  on  which  >Dhject  there  hare  been  twinn  0| 

Cuidea  Mjii,  "  this  «inall  ttact  wee  rtrj  hie);  ■ 
tor  io  the  Conf««u>r'B  time  it  wa«  accoanled  part  tt  H 
lAMbire;  and  «ur  histuriam,  lUl  thr*t  Itut  300  yevv,  bsve  net 
reckoned  it  tmongvt  the  eouiitira."  Now  nppnaiag'  Caadea  ta 
have  written  this  passage  in  the  niddle  of  Elisabetk'a  leigB,  « 
in  1380,  Ilia  ulculation  would  nin  only  as  hi  back  u  1260.  iw 
the  nign  ot  Edward  I. ;  this  also  arrets  nearly  with  a  iMile  wludi 
liaa  been  liiund  inserted  in  Domesday 'book,  but  of  a  tale  dale,  d^ 
acribinjc  an  itiquiiilioa  before  William  de  Saham  and  hi*  fctlowt, 
"  inter  R:i;,'eniiiu  fie  simo  ijuarto  Edward  II."  and  in  wbicb  tbt 
awom  iiiquisitor-4  of  the  handred  of  Sutton,  in  NorthanptoRkkiR, 
appointed  Io  ascertain  ho«  many  liuodreds  were  in  that  nxutfy, 
dctlore  that  llie  county  of  Rulland  fornieriy  belong  to  tbil 
county,  until  "  our  Mvercigu  Lord  tjie  Kin^,  He«7  (third  of  tbal 
niuiH.')  lather  of  our  present  Lord,  gave  it  to  the  King  of  jUtaua; 
but  tliey  know  not  in  what  muiDer." 
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That  pM  6f  this  county  wai  alAo  in  KolUoghamsbirey  as  fai 
down  as  the  time  of  Henry  III.  appears  from  its  entry  in  Domes- 
day-book^ and  also  from  the  historical  fact,  that  in  Henry's  fifty- 
first  yeat-  the  sheriff  of  Notts  was  appointed  Escheator  of  Rut- 
land, or  at  least  of  part  of  it,  extending  over  seTeral  towns  aad 
hamlets  in  Okeham  Soke,  Alsto,  and  Martinsley  wapentakes.  TIm 
sherifi*  of  Notts  must  indeed  have  had  a  municipal  authority  onar 
the  same  district,  at  an  earlier  period,  for  he  is  described  in  tke 
Norman  Snrvey  as  levying  the  king's  tax  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  silFcr.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all 
these  facts,  we  are  still  of  opinion  that  part  of  the  present  was« 
even  then,  a  distinct  county ;  for  in  another  part  of  the  Sarvej 
we  find,  that  Morcar,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  is  recorded  as  pos- 
sessing ''  Casterton,  in  the  county  of  Rutland,"  and  Rutland  also 
had  its  Aierlfb  before  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  which  could  not 
have  been  the  case  if  it  had  not  been  a  distinct  county. 

The  first  sherifiT on  record,  in  the  2d  year  of  Henry  TI.  1165, 
was  Richard  dc  Humet,  who  enjoyed  it  for  twenty-five  yeaiw, 
with  the  exception  of  an  interval  of  four,  wheit  it  was  in  i\m 
hands  of  Robert  Fitz  Goebald.  After  these  came  Maldnit,  Al- 
bini,  Fresnei,  Normanville,  and  Basset;  then  Geoffrey  de  Ro^ 
kingham  for  twenty-two  years,  in  the  long  reign  of  Henry  III. 
and  afterwards  Greneham  and  Markinghall.  In  Edward  the  first's 
reign,  it  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Boyvilles,  Waykerles, 
and  Whitlebers,  after  which  it  was  granted  to  Edmund  Earl  of 
Cornwall,  and  next  to  Margaret  his  wife,  who  held  it  for  thir- 
teen years  at  the  close  of  Edward's  reign,  and  in  the  commence- 
ment of  that  of  the  second  Edward,  who  granted  it  soon  after  to 
Gaveston  his  favourite,  and  to  his  wife.  By  Edward  III.  it  was 
conferred  upon  Audley  Earl  of  Gloucester,  and  afterwards  upon 
Bohnn  Earl  of  Northampton.  In  the  13th  of  Richard  11.  the 
shrievalty  was  given  to  Edward  Earl  of  Rutland ;  but  from  tlie 
twenty-first  year  of  that  monarch,  1397,  it  became  an  annual 
office,  and,  like  the  other  counties,  was  held  by  various  individuals 
of  the  rank  of  gentry. 

It 
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iS  BrTt^IiD:iaiKE. 

It  «u  not  KDilt^  the  direction  of  a  iMi  L 
Ikt  of  Elizabeth,  15-36,  vlien  Hean-  Earl  of  Rutland  wM  oMnli- 
tuI<J  lo  that  office  oier  this  coont;  and  NotttDghaoBhire. 

To  cuter  ioto  ibr  various  municTpal  juriadiclioiw  wobU  he  he- 
yood  our  pltn ;  bol  there  ii>  a  cumiis  fact  recorded  hj  a  letter  6m 
Thomas  Buker  of  L^iiduo,  Em).  in  the  Archaotogia*.  «hi<-fa  »hc*7 
that  the  Crown  posNeiiKed,  or  clumed,  a  power  of  laxattpa  ii 
peodeut  of  Parliaiiteul,  it  ajipeariiig  (rom  uuny  old  MS!i.  ta  || 
powCBtion,  tiial  in  llie  reigns  of  Jamea  I.  uid  of  bU  » 
UBCssaents  were  made  npou  this  coddI}'  for  tbe  Royal  boKi 
One  of  tbe  onien  for  ibis  purpose  is  so  illustrative  of  the  fact,  tl 
we  shall  iD».ert  it. 

"  To  lilt  bigb  consUbles  of  llic  hundred  of  Martinslej. 

These  are   in   bin   Mnjesly's  numc,   by  virtue  of  his  Hig^hlu^ 
comtnission  to  nie  dirLtled,  slrai^lilly  to  will  and  require  you,  aiiid 
every  of  joti,  all  cscuM«  set  tiparl,  that  preitently   npou  sight 
bercof,  yon  leavey  and  gatht-r  up  witbiu  your  said  liuuilr«d  mmI 
the  liberties  thereof,  capoiis  XIl,  chickens  Xll  dozen,  good,  taigVi 
tnd  serviceable,  for  his  Majesty's  most  bonourablr  hoaaebold  j  a|^| 
also  one  bushel  of  barley,  or  oats  for  jiuUeo  com ;  aod  that  y^fl 
vanee  tlieKaid  serviceof  poultry  to  be  broagfal  safe  in  bankets  vflq^l 
their  lega  untied,  and  good  store  of  straw  uuder  them  for  bmiaingf 
to  the  sign  of  (he  talcon,  iu  llppingbam,  on  Monday  tlie  Xllth 
day  of  Augufil,  by  eiglit  of  tiic  clock. 

■Signed,  Edw.  DiekinsoB 
His  Majesty's  Yeoman  Purrf  j  or  of  Poullrj." 

TheP«nt.i.tMEnTARY  AitHANGfLMKNTs  of  this  county  are  Vttf 
very  circumscribed  scale,  this  being  the  ouly  one  which  has  no  n 
frenentatiic   except   KnighU  uf  tlic  Sbire,   being   yrithout  ci 
borough,  or  eveu  corporatiuit,      Tbe  inflaence  lias  been  said  t«  Ii 
in  tbe  various  iuteresta  of  tbo  Earls  of  Exeler,  CardigKO,  Wlii 
chelaea.  and  thai  of  the  lute  Earl  of  Gainsborough;  but  tluajl 

ifing  nothing  more  Ihau  Ibat  men   of  hu^  landed  |i 
whether  Peers  or  Comtnoucnt,  will  always  have  iuflucnce;  sad  V 
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llien  IB  mch  a  division  of  properly  Ihrooghout  the  county,  we 
have  no  doubl,  if  any  just  reason  should  reqnire  at  any  time  an 
nctive  opposition,  that  Rutland  would  shew  itaelf  as  independent 
as  any  county  in  the  ktngfdom. 

In  Judicial  Affairs  Rntland  i^ia  the  Midland  Circuit. 

In  the  EccLESUSTiCAL  History  of  RutUnil,  ne  cannot  lielp 
adverting  to  that  observation  of  FxUler,  when  he  says,  "  how  it 
will  appear  to  the  reader  !  know  not,  but  it  is  wonderful  in  my  ap- 
prehension, that  this  county,  so  pleasant,  so  fruitful,  almost  in  the 
middle  of  England,  had  not  an  absolute,  or  entire  abbey-house 
(herein  ;  producing  only  two  Kinall  appurteuanees  (of  inconaU 
derable  value}  to  convents  in  other  counties,  viz.  Okeham  under 
the  custody  of  the  Priory  of  St.  Anne  by  Coventry,  and  Brooke." 

This  he  accounts  for,  by  supposing^,  that  perhaps  because  Ed- 
ward the  C'onfesHor  had  given  it  by  his  vill  to  the  Church  of 
Westminster,  though  lljat  bequest  was  rescinded  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  other  conveuttt  might  be  scrupulous  of  accepting  the 
plunder  of  the  church.  We  can  scarcely  believe,  indeed,  that 
the  monks  at  any  time  would  haie  shewn  such  delicacy,  pat- 
ticnlarty  when  we  advert  to  the  frequent  fiict  of  the  uobiHty  leav- 
ing their  dead  bodies  to  parlicutar  churches,  and  the  monks  of 
other  establishmcnta  actually  seizing  them  in  trantttu  by  force,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  various  benefits  of  alms,  and  of  masses  to  be 
said  for  their  souls :  nay,  they  may  be  said  to  have  seized  the 
aouls  also,  as  their  future  destination  was  supposed  to  depend  upon 
the  clamorous  petitions  of  these  pious  gentry. 

The  monasteries,  noted  above,  will  be  more  fully  ilescribcd  un- 
der their  respective  heads ;  and  we  have  only  further  to  notice,  that 
the  county  was  always  within  the  ArcJideavonry  of  Northampton, 
and  part  of  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  until  1541,  at  which  time,  on 
the  erection  of  the  new  Bhltoprif  of  Peteiborovgh,  the  arch- 
deaconry was  given  to  that  see.  It  is  now  a  Rural  Deanery ,  ajid 
is  in  the  province  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  1371,  there  were  but  forty-four 
parishes  in  the  county,  and  the  whole  were  assessed,  lo  the  P"' 
Vol.  XII.  D 


Unnentary  aid  gimuled  for  ibe  French  wars,  is  ike  sum  «f 
2QtA,  4fi.  being  espial  to  51.  I6tt«  each.  At  pretent  tbeve  an 
forty -nine  churches^  or  paorochial  chapds^  ooDsistiiig  of  tliirly- 
one  rectories,  twelve  vicarages,  and  six  chapeb.  Twelve  of  tba 
parishes  are  impropriate }  and  fiver  of  tl.em,  £inpiiigba««  ILet* 
tOM  cain  Tixover,  and  Lydingtoa  civn  Caldeeole,  form  thrc«  pre- 
hefMk  of  pocidiar  jurLvdlvlioirj  and  exeaipi  Area  the  Ordinary* 

Of  Comnty  Proverbs  tliere  is  but  oue^  of  the  "  Riitlandabira 
Raddieaian/'  of  whidi  Fuller  obeervcs^  (and  is  copied  by  Grose, 
but  without  ackaowledgiaeat)  *'  this  perchance  is  Reddleman,  a 
trade^  and  that  a  poor  oas  peculiar  to  this  county,  whence  men 
bring  on  their  backs  a  parcel  of  red  stones,  or  oker,  which  they 
sell  to  the  neighbouring  oeanties;  for  the  marking  of  sheep/' 

The  first  Hundred  of  the  couaty  which  we  shall  notiee  is 
thatof 

OKKHAM    SOKS*. 

It  occupies  nearly  all  the  western  side  of  the  .county^  having 
Martiusley  on  the  east,  the  river  Welland  parting  it  from  Leices- 
tershire on  the  soutli,  Leicestershire -also  on  its  western  limits,  and 
Alsto  hundred  to  tlie  north. 

It  extends  over  15/222  acres,  (with  a  population  of  3400,  ac- 
cording to  the  census  of  1801,  which  has  undergone  hut  little  al- 
teration since  that  period,}  and  contains  the  Parishes  of  Barley- 
thorpe,  Belton,  Braunston,  Brooke,  Clipsham  a  detached  parish 
en  the  north-east  limit  of  the  shire,  Egleton,  Flitteris,  Langharo, 
Oakham,  and  Wardley. 

There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  this  huudred  was  always  a  fee 
existing  in  tlie  Cruwii,  until  it  was  granted  by  Edward  1 1,  to  the 
wife  of  his  favourite  Gaveslon ;  and  afterwards  it  reverted  to  the 
same  possession  on  Gavestou's  disgrace. 

OAKHiVM 

is  the  chief  town  in  this  hundred,  and  the  capital  of  the  shire; 
but  it  is  even  now  little  better  than  a  village. 

In  the  Domesday  book  the  whole  of  this  manor,  with  its  ham- 
lets 

*  This  is  so  indiscriminately  spelled  Okcham  and  Oakham,  that  precision  ii 
fnipossible. 
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lets  or  "  berewfl/'  is  staled  to  be  Ibree  miles  in  length,  aftd  oAe 
mile  and  eight  qaaraatins,  or  half  fdrtoags,  in  breaAh ;  it  aM 
Included  three  oHfiieates  of  land  in  KBOsainfteo,  in  LeioesU^* 
shire^  besidea  a  wood  ef  one  forlong  in  length,  and  half  a  fnrlodjf 
broad,  belongii^  to  the  soke  of  Odiham,  and  Md  by  the  crown 
in  demesne. 

Editha,  qneen  of  fedward  the  Confessor,  appears  at  that  period 
to  have  held  five  hamleta  with-four  camcates;  the  king  held  six 
caruoates;  the  Villeins  and  Bordarii,  amounting  in  namber  to 
fifty^seven,  held  thniy-seven  and  a  quarter,  and  twenty  acres  of 
meadow ;  whilst  one  priest,  and  the  ehnreh,  held  Ibnr  bovates.  In 
the  Confessor's  reign  there  had  been  sixteen  caiwcates  of  plowed 
land,  and  a  wood  a  mile  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  valoed 
at  forty  pennds ;  beiides  which  it  appears  that  one  Lerenot  held 
here  a  earucate,  containing  five  bovates  and  six  acres  of  roeadov^^ 
then  valued  at  twenty  shillings ;  but  which,  at  the  survey,  was  in 
the  hands  of  Fulckerus  de  Maid  Operd,  afterwards  Normanized 
into  Maleveret, 

At  the  period  of  the  survey,  it  is  stated  that  Aubrey,  ih^ 
clerk,  held  the  church  of  Oakham,  and  the  lands  thereunto  ap< 
pertaining,  by  the  king's  special  grant  and  favour. 

Such  was  the  state  of  landed  property  in  this  manor  at  the 
period  when  first  the  present  order  of  lauded  descent  became  esta- 
blished. 

Soon  after  this  we  find  this  manor  in  pOsifession  of  the  family 
of  Newburgh,  then  Earls  of  Warwick,  descended  from  Henry  de 
Newburgh,  one  of  the  Norman  chieftains,  and  younger  brother  of 
Roger  de  fiellemortte,  ancestor  of  the  ancient  Earls  of  Leicester. 
Soon  after  it  was  exchanged  by  Roger  de  Newburgh,  Eail  of 
Warwick,  with  Henry  I.  for  Sutton  in  Warwickshire;  and  in  the 
crown  it  continued  until  Henry  II.  granted  it  to  Walcheline  de 
Ferroris,  a  junior  branch  of  the  family  of  De  Ferrars,  Earls  of 
Derby,  creating  him  Baron  of  Oakham.  He  was  generally  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  founder  of  the  Castle,  and  to  have  made 
this  the  chief  seat  of  his  family  :  but  he  did  not  enjoy  it  long;  for 

D  2  having 
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having  accompanied  tlie  gallanl  Iticliard  1,  in  Ins  crusade  Kj 
Holy  Laud,  lie  feH  ill,  and  died  during  tbe  romanlic  Meg« 
Acre.     The  slate  of  landed  property  at  that  period  may  be  jiid( 
of  from  several  circunistanvea  connected  nith  his  tenure  of 
barniiy,  whicli  maa  by  a  service  of  one  knigbt'e  fee  and  a  li 
and  he,  ha?in;  trespafised  upon  the  king's  forestn  in  Ibese  pi 
(doubtlcKB  Ueficld,  or  l«alield,)  was  not  only  fined 
luarka,  but  aho  oblii;ed  to  pay  it,  in  the  22A  of  Henry  II. ; 
it  further  appears  that  ho  wils  prosecuted  iu  tlie  first  year  wf 
chard  I.  for  assarting  eiglily  acres  of  laud  "  in  the  forest  of 
liuid,  now  called  Lifield  t'urctt,  vii.  in  tbe  £eld  of  Oakban 
(hur  acres ;  in  the  fields  of  Braunston  twenty  acres  ;  aad  ii 
fields  of  Bronkn  live  acres."     lie  Icfl  a  sod,  Hugh,  and  a  tlaugk- 
ter,  Isabel ;  but  Hugh  dying  without  issue,  the  castle  aad  manor 
went  to  bis  daughter,  then  wife  of  Roger  Lord  Mortimer.     It 
seems,  however,  that  the  rapacious  Join  did  not  allow  liin  to 
hold  it  quietly;  for  in  tbe  seventh  year  of  that  mooarth's  reiga, 
Mortimer  was  obliged  to  give  seven  hundred  marks  and  sevea  paU 
frcys,  for  livtry  and  w^iKin  nf  the  manor  and  appurtenances.     lu- 
be) being  second  wife  of  Mortimer,  his  eldest  son  and  beir  by  hia 
first  wife  is  thought  to  have  claimed  thi-se  estates ;  yet  il 
ralber  be  supposed  liiai  at  Isabel's  death  and  failure  of  her 
they  reverted  to  (he  crown  :  for  it  is  a  fact  well  ascertained, 
Henrj  III.  in  1331,  gave  them  to  his  brother  Richard,  Earl 
Cornwail,  then  lately  elected  king  of  the  Romans,  as  part  pa5- 
ment  for  the  sum  of  dOOI.  due  tu  bim  uu  his  murriage  with  Sao- 
chia,  daughter  of  the  Count  de  Provence.     The  grant  was  to  haU 
of  the  crown,  to  him,  and  his  heirs  by  Sanchia;  accordingly  tbeir 
son  £dward.  Earl  of  Curnwall,  inherited  the  lands ;  but  bating 
died  witbout  issue  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  his  widow,  Mai 
■laughter  of  Gilbert  de  Clare,  EnrI  of  Gloucester,  wa> 
to  bold  it  iu  dowry  for  lifo,  aloug  with  other  estates. 

On  bcr  demise  it  again  reverted  lo  the  Crown,  and  was,  by  Ef- 
wa^dll,  grented  to  his  brother,  Edmund  of  Woodstock,  aloug  with 
the  ca^tle  and  ihe  shrievalty  of  the  county.  After  the  uobappy  de- 
tlironcment  of  Kdnard,  Edniuud,  aho  Earl  of  Kent,  rose  in  arms 
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for  liui  rMtoration ;  but  being  attainted  by  the  Parliament  held 
vnder  the  influence  of  Roger  Mortimer  Earl  of  March,  the  tnen 
r^^t,  was  condemned,  and  actually  suffered  decapitation  at  Win- 
chester during  the  minority  of  his  nephew,  Edward  III.* 

In  the  Ilth  year  of  Edward  III.  (the  manor  having  again 
reverted  to  the  crawn,)  a  grant  of  the  castle  and  manor,  as  well 
as  of  the  shrievalty  of  Rutland,  was  made  to  William  de  BohuBt 
Earl  of  Northampton,  to  hold  to  him,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his 
body,  under  certain  restrictions  expressed  iu  the  grant :  and  these 
he  held  along  with  Egleton,  Langbam,  and  Hambledon. 

The  state  of  Oakham  at  this  period  may  be  e«iily  judged  from 
the  followicig  &ct: 

In  the  14th  year  of  Edward  III.  a  f  subsidy  of  a  ninth  and  fif- 
teenth being  granted  of  the  ninth  lamb,  ninth  fleece,  and  ninth 
sheaf,  for  two  years,  it  was  enacted  that  all  foreign  merchants, 
aitd  those  dwelling  in  forests  and  wastes,  should  only  pay  one- 
iifteenth ;  and  also  that  those  who  lived  not  of  their  own  gain  or 
store,  shonld  pay  the  same ;  but  that  the  ''  poor  boraile  pedple," 
and  those  living  by  bodily  labour,  should  not  be  taxed.  When 
the  inquisition  was  taken,  the  prior  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  other 
commissioners,  declared  on  their  oath  that  there  were  no  mer- 
chants in  Okeham,  nor  any  others,  who  lived  by  agriculture,  or 
by  the  profits  from  their  cattle,  j: 

Humphry  de  Bohan  Earl  of  Northampton,  and  son  of  the  first 
grantee  of  that  fiuaily,  died  seized  of  the  manor  in  the  46th  of 
Edward  III. ;  but  leaving  only  daughters,  it  is  said  to  have  re- 
verted to  the  crown ;  and  the  varioas  historians  of  Rutland  ch*- 
clare,  that  it  remained  there  until  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  Yet 
it  is  a  curious  fact,  hitherto  unnoticed,  that  iu  the  47tb  of  Ed- 
ward III.  the  manor  belonged  to  William  IIaclut,§  for  that  is 
absolutely  stated  in  the  Calendarinm  Inquisitionum,  taken  in  the 

D  3  47th 

•  Vide  CaI«ndsriom  InqoisitioniiiB,  47tli  Edward  III.  Vul.  11.  p.  ^24. 
t  Vide  InqniMtio  NoMroro,  p.  449. 

t  ^  Item  dieant  q  d  nallt  tuat  nereetorcs  ne  aliique  de  agroruni  cnUa 
UMpM  de  ovibas  joli  vivaat  io  md^m."    Vide  loquisitio,  p.  449. 
i  Vide,  Vol.  11.  p.  9tl,  of  ihe  Cakndariasi. 
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47lli  of  tliat  reign;  and  it  is  also  slaled   i 
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thai  the  castle  and  manor  were  lield  by  Margaret,  wife  •!  I 
de  Audley  Earl  of  GlouccBlor,  and  widow  of  Piers  dc  Gave" 
and  of  Edward  Earl  of  Cornwall,  an  already  noticed ;  and  h 
nbicli,  perhaps,  it  ought  to  be  inferred,  that  it  had  heea  t 
from  her  during  her  life,  previous  to  its  grant  to  the  Earl  of  t 
by  Edward  II.  aud  restored  again  to  her  in  the  GubseqoeDt  r 

Robert  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  became  such  a  favourila  « 
Richard  II.  that  he  not  only  created  hint  M.ircjuia  of  Dublin  m 
Duke  of  hrland,  but  also  gave  him  a  grant  of  thin  castle  ai 
manor  to  hold  for  life,  nitb  remainder  to  the  licirs  of  hia  body,  i 
CDUsideration,  as  the  grent  stiittd,  of  the  greeX  costs  and  < 
peases  he  had  been  at  in  various  services  in  which  that  i 
bad  employed  him;  but  the  barous  were  so  much  eiin 
this,  and  several  other  iinnienbe  donations,  that  he  was  soon  & 
obliged  to  fly,  and  the  castle  and  manor  forfeited  to  the  crown. 
The  successful  party,  however,  were  as  anxious  to  enjoy  Bome  of 
the  good  things  as  the  favourite  could  possibly  be ;  and  sccerd- 
iugly  we  find  Thomas  de  Woodstock,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  and  the 
most  virulent  enemy  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  in  poasessiun  af  thcae 
estates  by  a  grant  in  the  I2th  year  of  Richard.  He  enjoyed  Uwm 
but  one  yeai' ;  and,  having  died  witliout  i^isoo  male,  tli«  caatle  and 
manor  were  ^^ranted  to  Edward,  the  eldest  son  of  Edmund  of 
Langley,  Duke  of  York,  and  fifth  son  of  Edward  III.*  On  kis 
death,  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt,  as  already  noticed,  these  h&ds 
a^ain  reverted  to  the  crown,  where  the}'  continued  until  Henry 
VI.  hi'Stowed  them  upon  Humphrey  Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckintt^ 
ham,  and  sou  of  Edmund,  Enrl  of  Stafford,  by  Anne,  the  d 
ter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  de  Woodstock. 

From  the  records  of  his  possession,  it  appears  timt  there  i 
'  two  parks  then  in  the  vicinity  of  Oakliam ;  one  at  hlUtrria,  aad 
the  other  at  Stone  Park.  The  duke  being  slain  at  the  battle  of 
Nortliampton  in  14-39,  the  duchess,  (Ann,  daughter  of  Ral^, 
first  Eurl  of  Westmoreland,)  enjoyed  the  estates,  and  appointed 

WilliMB.^ 

The  graat  or  ihe  Cults,  &c.  ma;  b«  ie«n  at  l*Tei!  in  U>d«iS 
[UCC  iiO,    Vide  alto  LelBiid'f  Collect.  Vol.  II.  p.  363. 
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WillUm,  Lord  Htiliags,  steward  of  tfic  mthor^  tnd  CMsUble  dT 
Ike  castle ;  wbiok,  sfter  her  death  m  1479,  cane  to  her  gpraidseii; 
Hon^hry,  also  Puke  of  BackiDgham,  who  was  beheaded  at  Balis* 
bury  in  1484^  by  the  nsurper  Eiehard.        • 

The  castle  and  maaor  thus  reverting  to  the  crown,  Rieliard 
bestowed  them  upon  his  fttreurtte,  Henry  Lord  Grey,  of  Cod* 
DOTre,*  who,  from  his  gailaatiy  in  the  service  of  Edward  IV.  and 
his  attachment  to  the  house  of  York,  were  indocements  to  R»^ 
chard  to  seoore  him  agsiust  the  lAncastrian  party ;  yet,  on  the 
accession  of  Henry  VH.  he  did  not  forfeit,  but  continued  in  pos!- 
session  until  his  death,  without  issue,  when  they  were  recovered 
by  Edward  Stafford^  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  right  of  his  fiither, 
the  late  duke.;  bat  he  having  been  attainted  on  suspicion  of  trea* 
son,  through  the  jealousy  of  the  tyrannic  Henry  VI IL  on  the 
evidence  of  one  Knevet,  who  had  formerly  served  him  as  steward, 
and  had  been  dismissed  for  improper  conduct  towards  the  tenantry, 
he  ^as  beheaded  on  Tower-hill  in  1521,  being  the  last  duke  of 
Buckingham  of  that  family. 

Henry  soon  after  bestowed  this  castle  and  manor  on  his  fa- 
vourite, Thomas  Cromwell,  raised  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and, 
as  asserted  by  Dugdale  and  Camden,  as  Baron  of  Oakham ;  yet 
it  has  been  said,  on  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament',  in  the 

» 

31sl  of  Henry  VIII.  that  althongh  he  pohsesscd  these  estates, 
lie  was  Baron  of  Wimbledon  in  Surrey.  He,  like  many  of  his 
predecessors  in  possession  of  these  estales,  also  suffered  death, 
being  beheaded  on  Tower-hill  in  the  32d  of  his  tyrannic  master ; 
yet  the  lands  of  Oakham  yrere  continued  to  his  son,  Gregory, 
who  also  received  a  new  patent  of  creation  as  L«>rd  CromwelL 
In  this  fiimily  they  continued  for  three  generations,  until  the 
dose  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  when  the  then  I^ord  Cromwell  had  a 
license  to  dispose  of  the  castle  and  manor  to  8ir  John,  the  first 

D  4  Lord 

*  In  the  Harl.  Coll.  No.  433,  1596,  it  t  warrant  "  To  the  Fermoun,  Te- 
aaonts,  5cc.  of  the  cnttlle  aadtordihip  of  Okeham  in  the  count ic  of  Ru^ 
land,  late  appcrteigning  to  the  Doc  of  Boekinghan,  to  be  obedient  to  Henry 
Lord  Giej." 
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Lord    HaningtoD.     He  Icii  tht-m  to  his  widow  as  part   of  h«t 
(lower;  bnt  her  mh,  the  sccou<l  Lord  }Iamiif^on,  Eold  Uiem  B 
tlie  well-known  George  Villiers,  the  profligate,  yet  witty.  Dakt  ] 
of  BoGLtngham.     It  is  unnRUessary  here  lo  lecapitulale  the  t 
oils  evenU  of,  hiB  life,  or  to  record  the  frolics  aiid  debauchei 
which  led  to  the  disBipatioii  of  the  iniinense  wealth  and  estates  fa 
acquired  by  tlic  favour  of  his  Mvereign.     It  is  evident,  bowevui 
that  he  Iiod  parted  with  them  before  his  death,  or  that  tlie  li 
duke  of  tiiat  Aunily  disposed  of  them  soon  after  Ut  tbe  Earl  a 
Nottingham,  ancestor  of  the  Earl  of  Wincbeltiea,  Ibe  pre 
Doble  poBsesBor.* 

About  the  cliMe  of  the  scTenleenth  century,  there  i 
coosiderable  reinaiiis  of  the  Ancient  Castle ;  but  these  are  ; 
down  except  some  partit  of  the  outer  walls,  in  which  the  loop-hola 
remaiu ;  and  there  are  sliU  extensive  earthen -mounds,  which,  vitk 
the  ditch,  snrrouud  a  Urge  area,  in  which  is  the  Hall,  aaid  n 
lie  as  old  as  the  castle  itself,  but  built  out  of  its  malerials.  Of 
this,  however,  we  have  con'^iderable  doubt:  indeed,  on  a  careful 
iuvcsti^atiOD  of  tlie  place,  vrc  think  it  will  appear  that  Uiia  n 
once  tbe  hall  of  tbe  laliabited  part  of  the  caslle.  In  one  corim^ 
of  the  area,  within  the  ruins,  is  a  well  jiurrouiidcd  by  trees,  c 
dently  used  for  domestic  purposes  in,  the  aucieni  fortress. 

Tbe  Hall  in  now  uW  f'lr  the  public  business  vC  the  c 
nud  its  interior  contains  both  courts,  civil  and  criuiinol,  witlioiit 
any  division,  which  laust  be  very  inconvenient,  as  the  edificej^ 
low,  and  not  very  large.     That  it  is  part  of  the  ancient  boUdi 
is  evident,  from  the  door  of  entrance  being  Saxon;  tb 
parts  are  Gotliic  ;  and  some  of  it  ij  but  of  modem  tiule. 

The  tourist  oauuut  tail  being  struck  with  the   Horst-m 
some  of  tvhitb,  of  an  immense  size,  arc  naibd  o 
the  Castle-yard  Gate ;  aud  ulliei's  iu  tlic  iuside  of  the  HsJl.     Of 


arefdl 

eviv,^ 

difim^fl 
loUdioj^H 

lUide^B 


•  Aiii'Ilivi  poneitar  of  tUc  emit  1ib>  escaped  ilie 
liot  in  Boinlarum  Mbrcciaiii  ui  Curii.  Sfccarii,  p 
"  Gilbflilu  J[?  Iluliii  dc  CuUu  dr  Okliuu  cum  Uuudrctu  de  Maiuudcj, 
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the  Utter,  fliany  are  g^lt,  with  the  donor's  name  on  them,  and 
placed  over  the  judges'  seat  on  the  eriminal  bench. 

The  old  manorial  custom  from  which  this  arises,  took  place  at 
the  first  ereetioB  of  the  castle,  on  the  grant  to  Walcheline  de  Per* 
rers,  whose  ancestor  bore  arms  s^m^e  of  horse-shoes,  as  designa- 
tive  of  his  office  of  master  of  the  horse  to  the  Dukes  of  Normandy. 
In  the  early  Norman  period  of  our  history,  grants  of  cnstomsy 
apparently  rode,  were  often  the  marks  of  territorial  power ;  and  it 
seems  to  have  been  on  this  principle  that  the  Lords  de  Ferrars  were 
intitled  to  demand  from  every  Baron,  on  his  first  passing  through 
this  lordship,  a  shoe  from  one  of  his  horses,  to  be  nailed  upon  the 
Castle-gate,  the  bailiff  of  the  manor  being  empowered  to  stop  the 
hoHKs,  (and  carriages  also  of  late  years,)  until  service  was  per- 
formed.    The  custom  is  still  preserved,  but  has  long  been  com- 
pounded in  money  as  a  kind  of  fee  to  the  bailiff,  who  takes  care 
to  be  provided  with  shoes  of  different  sixes,  in  proportion  to  the 
generosity  of  the  donor.    Of  these  now  in  existence  there  are 
none  two  hundred  years  old ;  and  it  has  been  said  by  some,  that 
the  custom  is  not  of  much  older  date ;  but  that  must  be  erroneous, 
as  the  custom  is  recorded  by  early  historians.    A  tourist,  in  the 
year  1796,  observed  that  many  of  the  shoes  were  gone;  for  the 
former  clerk  of  the  market  had  been  accustomed  to  take  down 
several  old  ones  when  a  new  one  was  put  up,  and  which  ha  gave 
in  exchange  to  save  himself  expense ;  but  he  adds,  "  the  gentle- 
man who  noto  holds  the  office  rescued  a  numbor  from  the  handa 
of  a  smith,  which  he  caused  to  be  fixed  against  the  jury-box 
within  the  castle." 

To  those  who  are  amateurs  in  horse-shoes,  it  may  be  pleasing 
to  add  that  they  may  now  /ind  here  every  variety  in  size,  from 
the  dimensions  of  a  breakfiuit  table  to  the  measure  of  a  Brobdig^ 
nagian  palfrey ;  most  of  them  gilt ;  some  of  them  given  by  judi- 
cial peers ;  and  one  very  splendid  one  left  by  the  Duke  of  York 
in  1788,  &c. 

Within  the  precincts  of  the  castle  there  was  formerly  a  Free 
Chttpel,  whose  patronage  was  in  the  territorial  lords.    The  sa- 
lary 


Ivy  nd  •iter  iNifilcgei.  IB  Callwlie  liM^  weft  Mu^ki^^ 
UA  we  belieTe  H  ham  loag^  kem  m  dnase. 

The  Mmmrimi  C^wri  bil— giag  to  Um  cttlk  kas  Hmjmfik- 
liM  oter  Ike  pridl  cilM  the  «*  L»nPs  Hoy  f  *  aa  the  «^  Diuf'e 
HeU,*'  the  oliMr  fmrnk,  is  uto-  the  juwdicliea  ef  a  cMft  hfU 
hy  IhsChaplerflf  WertminslcroMtklhPBeyews.  Tte  jma- 
4ielMi  of  the  fint  of  thcw  it  eoauAeraUe,  as  it  exipads  Mt  ealy 
am  BmnstoB,  Wariiey,  soi  Bellos,  is  this  ceMly,  h«t  abs 
ofcr  ThorpeBSckYiUe,  sad  TvifoH,  is  Lekesterahiye.  Aft  ft 
tm  abo  chosen  the  psrnh  offeos;  sad  sll  the  nhshituls  mm 
hond  to  afpesr  onee  s  yesr.  sod  psy  the  sus  of  one  ftmaj,  or  he 
fined  St  the  plesawe  of  the  clerk  of  the  oowt,  who  slao  veeoifes 
the  sckaowfedgeneato  of  sll  the  freeholders,  oofyholders,  sad 
vastefaoldflrs.  The  Dcsn's  Court  hsTo  slso  the  power  of 
pmsh  oficers  for  that  psrt  uader  their  jarisdietioB  ;  aad 
teasnii  ore  aioslly  oopyhoUerB. 

The  Ckmrck  is  deserviag  the  aottco  of  the  tourist,  heiwg  a  very 
haadflOBie  stractore,  kept  ia  exedleat  order,  sad  hsTiag  a  wmj 
d^isat  tower  sad  s|nre.  It  is  aa  sacient  Gothic  edifice,  pitta  ia 
the  interior,  sad  doinf  great  credit  to  the  parish  hy  ito  e&lKae 
nostness.  Its  sntiqaity,  aad  even  ito  founder,  are  anknowa ;  hat 
it  teems  not  older  than  the  reign,  of  Henry  VI. :  ft  is  dedietted 
to  All  SainU ;  and  it  is  taid  that  the  spire  was  erected  hy  Roger 
Fk>re,  a  great  beaefiictor  to  the  town,  who  died  ahout  148S.  The 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wfcstninster  still  possess  the  great  tythes; 
the  liring  of  course  is  a  Ticarage,  bat  is  uot  now  under  the  pa« 
tronage  of  that  ecclesiastical  body. 

There  is  authority  to  say,  that  in  the  I2th  of  Henry  III.  the 
Abbot  of  Westniostor  presented  Gilbert  Marshal  to  this  chnrrh ; 
and  in  the  29th  of  Edward  I.  the  Abbot  and  Conrent  presented 
John  de  langham  to  the  same  benefice.  Bj  an  inquisitiop  taken 
at  that  period,  this  living  appeared  to  be  a  rectory,  and  not  a 
vicarage,  and  to  be  possessed  of  all  the  altaras^e  of  the  charch  of 
Okebam,  and  the  chapels  of  Langhani,  Egleton,  Brook,  Oan- 
thorpe,  and  Thorpe,   with  the  small  tythes  belonging  to-th^ 

altaregt 
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altarage  In  any  wiae^  with  a  moiety  ef  all  the  hay  of  all  the  pi^ 
rishionera  appertaiaing  to  the  said  church  of  Okeham  and  chapel* 
aforewid;  as  also  etie  carnoate  of  land  and  its  appnrlemuioes;  a 
mansion  on  the  south  side  of  the  chnrch  of  Okeham ;  certun 
tytbcs  of  com,  of  the  value  of  three  marks ;  and  of  one  maik 
paid  by  the  chapel  of  Knossington  to  the  church  of  Okeham^ 

This  iuqnisition  was  taken  in  1900 ;  and  yet  in  the  "  Taxatin 
Ccclesiaalaen/'  by  order  of  Pope  Nicholas  IV.  nine  years  before, 
in  1291,  we  find  a  not^  of  "  Ecelesia  de  Okeham,  70.  0  a 
Vicaria  eju«dein  20w  0  0.'^  fi'om  which  it  would  appear  that  it 
was  tiien  a  vicarage,  and  n^t  a  rectory. 

I'irom  thie  period  until  the  dissolution  of  tlie  abbey  of  West<< 
SMOster,  which  took  place  in  154d,  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  VI,  the  patronage  and  presentation  of  this  living 
continued  in  the  Abbot  aud  Coavent ;  yet,  thougli  the  Dean  and 
Chapter,  their  Protcstaut  successors,  were  permitted  to  keep  the 
tytbes,  the  advowson  of  the  vicarage  was  granted  by  tho  youth* 
fill  monarch  to  Nicholas  Ridley,  Bishop  of  London,  and  his  sue- 
cessors  for  ever ;  an  arrangement,  iiowever,  set  aside  about  a  cen- 
tury ago  by  the  exchange  of  this  living  with  the  ancentor  of  the 
present  Earl  of  Wiuchelsea,  for  the  two  advowsoos  of  the  recto* 
ries  of  Leigh  and  Prittlewell,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  confirmed 
by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1696. 

There  are  no  Monumcnis  of  modern  date  that  require  particular 
notice ;  nor  are  thoee  of  ancient  date  of  any  antiquarian  import* 
ance,  except  in  their  immediate  locality.  We  must,  however, 
mention  one  or  two,  as  connected  with  the  history  of  the  place. 

One  of  the  oldest  is  on  the  SDuth  side  of  the  chancel,  formerly 
where  a  chapel  stood  in  Cathcrfic  times,  to  the  memoiy  of  Wil- 
liam Waryn,  a  resident  here,  and  a  merchant  of  tlie  staple  at 
Calais.  A  slight  sketch  of  his  will,  dated  in  1499,  will  serve  to 
throw  -iiome  light  on  the  customs  of  those  times.  He  first  be- 
queaths fise  pounds  to  the  high  altar  of  the  parish  church,  for 
tythes  and  duties  forgotten,  besides  the  sums  to  be  paid  to  the 
officialiiig  priests  at  his  funeral,  and  to  the  poor  who  should  say 

prayers 
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yrajen  for  bis  Mml.  His  next  omsI  mupw  cm  seoBs  Id  kaie 
ken  fertiM  so«b  of  hifludf,  his  frtlKr  and  BsllMr,  »i4  is  riMtt 
'^  ail  CkrifltiiBaoiils  in  the  parish  diardi  dCktkfMm,**  ftrtvcafy 
years  to  ooBM  ;  and  thus  to  secpe  their  coafari  far  flmt  periad  al 
least,  he  befoeaths  200L  far  the  parpoae  of  fiadia^  tv»  prksl^ 
who  ahoald  he  ahle  aad  williag  to  ofler  ap  prayers  iar  their  fceao^ 
il.  Having  thas  takes  care  of  the  aoab  of  his  tawamcB,  he 
cadeaToars  to  BMad  their  ways  whilst  dire,  hy  leafing  tm  amfca 
far  the  reparr  of  the  highways  aad  bridges  of  (MJui ;  alao  farty 
shiRiagB  to  the  Guilds  of  the  Holy  Triaity,  and  of  ovLady,  of 
both  which  he  was  a  member.  He  thea  leaves  his  bads  aad  teae- 
awats  in  Oakham  to  bis  wifa  Agnes,  aad  to  his  chiMrca  after 
her;  aad  eondodes  with  a  beqaest  of  his  dweBiag  haaac  ta  the 
riear  aad  charehwardeos,  provided  that  the  said  Ticar  aad  his 
saetessofs  shall,  daring  ^the  mass  on  every  Sanday  tiuwaghaat 
the  year,  eoaimeniorate  his  sobI,  and  the  soals  of  his  fisthcr  aad 
aiather ;  bat  should  this  be  neglected,  then  the  hoaae  ta  be  aoML 
aad  the  money  to  be  distribaled  in  works  of  BMrcy,  and  deeds  of 
charity,  for  the  welfare  of  his  sonl. 

In  the  body  of  the  church  are  several  grave-stooes  lor  the  fa- 
vnly  of  Flore,  who  seem,  about  the  fiAeeuth  century,  to  have  beea 
of  good  repute  in  this  town. 

Amongst  other  epitaphs  is  one  on  Anne  Bmrtom,  who  died  ia 
1612,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen,  which,  in  its  style  of  coaipobi- 
tioo,  is  much  superior  to  mosX  of  tlie  poetical  effosions  of  tb%t 
period. 

**  Reader!  stand  back;  dull  not  this  marble  »liriue 
With  irreligiuuft  breath  :  tbe  stone's  divine. 
And  doei  enclose  a  wonder ;  beauty,  wit, 
Perotion,  und  virginity  «iith  it. 
Which,  like  a  lilly  fading  in  its  prime. 
Witber*d  and  left  the  world.     DeccitiuJ  Time 
Cropt  it  too  soon  :  and  Earth,  the  selfsame  womb 
From  whence  it  spring?,  is  now  become  its  tmnb  ; 
Whose  tweeter  soul  a  flower  of  matcliless  price, 
Tiansplauted  it  from  hence  to  Paradiie." 

This 
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This  charcli  is-indebted  to  Anne  (Kdway,)  Lady  Harrington, 
for  a  library,  for  which,  as  Mr.  Wright  inibnnt  us,  she  built  a 
convenient  place  in  the  church,  and  furnished  it  with  about  two 
hundred  Latin  and  Greek  folios,  principally  consisting  of  the  Fa- 
thers.  Councils,  Schoolmen,  and  Divines;  this  was  intended  lor 
the  use  of  the  vicar,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  neighbour- 
ing clergy. 

The  Free-school  is  situated  in  the  church-yard,  and  is  a 
plain  but  convenient  building,  apparently  well  attended,  and  re- 
spectably kept  up  according  to  its  original  intent.     It  was  built 
and  endowed  iu  the  reign  of  Charles  L  (its  statutes  bearing  date 
the  17th  of  June  1625,)  though  begun  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  Johnson,  Archdeacon  of  Leicester,  and  hold- 
ing the  living  of  North  Lufienham  in  this  county.     He  exerted 
himself  much  in  procuring  benefoctions  for  this  purpose ;  and  he 
also  received  from  Queen  Elizabeth  some  concealed  lands,  which 
enabled  him  to  complete  his  design  here,  and  also  at  Uppingham. 
He  placed  the  school  under  the  direction  of  twenty-four  go- 
vernors, seven  of  whom  were  to  be  perpetual,  by  virtue  of  their 
offices  as  Bishops  of  London  and  Peterborough,  Deans  of  Peter- 
borough and  Westminster,  Archdeacon  of  Northampton,  and  Mas- 
ters of  St  John's  and  Trinity  Colleges,  in  Cambridge ;  which 
seven  were  also  to  have  the  power  of  electing  the  remaining  se- 
venteen upon  all  future  vacancies.    The  salary  for  the  Master 
was  settled  at  241.  per  annum,  and  his  qualification  was  to  be 
that  of  Master  of  Arts ;  along  with  him,  an  Usher  was  to  have 
121.  per  annum;  and  seven  of  the  scholars  were  to  be  entitled  for 
%e\en  years  to  an  exliibition  at  Cambridge  of  forty  shillings 
per  annum  each.    He  also  appointed  a  receiver  of  the  rents,  &e. 
with  a  salary  of  five  pounds  per  annum ;  and  ordered  that  at  the 
two  annual  audits,  each  governor  present  should  be  allowed  4s.  4d. 
for  his  dinner,  and  a  pair  of  gloves. 

The  Charity  School  was  founded  in  1711,  this  being  one 
of  tlie  parishes  mentioned  in  the  benefaction,  appointing  601. 
per  annum  for  the  education  of  t(e  poor  children.    Its  plan  is  to 

teach 
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■booU  dIso  be  Degligent,  or  be  beyond  the  sew,  thm  the  jiowtr 
to  gt  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Wcktmiiuter ;  and  in  case  ttial 
abbey  hltoald  not  have  an  abliot  appointed  at  the  time,  the  jtre' 
MDlAtion  vas  then  to  go  to  the  abbot  of  Ob>1«ii  in  Leicestenhlre. 
lie  ftlso  divided  tlie  annual  sum  of  forty  ponodi,  according  lo  the 
following  schedule:  to  tlie  cautoa  or  wnrdeo,  tH.  )3a.  Ad. ;  to  the 
chaplain,  Si. ;  lo  each  poor  man,  lOfd  per  week,  amODBting  to 
371.  6s. ;  to  the  vicar  of  Okeham  for  a  composition  made  with  him 
and  coolirmed  by  the  liishop,  p<^rliapR  for  tifllies,  3s.  4d. ;  and 
the  remaiuiiig  balance  of  Kin.  &d.  he  directed  to  be  bid  out  in 
repurs,*  This  ia  atill  called  the  Old  HospiUl ;  bnt  it  is  r«lfcer 
vuriouH  Ihut  Mr.  Gniif,'h  should  have  confounded  it  with 

The  New  Hospital  founded  by  Archdeacon  Johnson,  U 
Mcms  lo  be  the  case,  from  bio  saying  that  Mr,  JohnMtn  recovered 
the  foundation,  and  added  tlie  freo-school.  Thi«  latt^  eatj^liab* 
mcnt  is  under  the  same  governors  as  the  achool ;  the  school>taa>- 
ter  is  warden  of  the  bovpital,  for  which  he  receives,  accocdia^  to 
the  alalutcD  of  tlic  founder,  six  pounds  per  annum  ;  the  asher  ii 
sab-wardei).  and  tiis  duty  is  to  read  prayers  tvice  a  week  in  tlie 
chapel,  fur  which  he  receivca  three  pounds  per  anuam.  The 
founder  aliio  ordered  that  there  should  be  in  iJie  hospital  6) 
poor  men  and  one  woman,  with  a  stipend  of  thrre  poonda 
aiitiuni  eachi  and  lie  stijiultilf^d  nxpret<aly  that  eight  of  the 
mates  should  be  townsmen  of  O&kham. 

The  other  Cuahjtable  Dohatioks  have  been  Dtnaemts,  hath 
to  the  CI'UTch  and  Poor. 

Mr.  Rol)'Tt  Blackburn,  who  died  some  time  after  IdOO,  ^ind 
biii  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church,  and  that  his  beat  tieiag 
creature  should  he  given  as  a  morlnary  along  with  it ;  to  thi*  be 
added  twelre-peoce  to  the  high-allar,  for  lythea  forgolten  ; 
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vrr,  lo  have  liken  pUcc  wiiti  (h« 
of  Ihe  eonvnil  nl  Ci»*ntrj ;  for  in  ihe  Calrnilarium  Raiultnai  rMfiiHtm, 
pt  tSt,  wc  fi"(l,  "  kfnpU  FirinpliHcBtiD  Indenram  (*<:'  inler  PiioreRi  Cc^ 
tbiu'  jnila  Cuxiitr'  Rogenini   >'1are  dc  OkelwiDt  (t  ciittudaa 

S  JuIidLs  EvungctiMx  de  OUbim." 
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tdespeiice  to  be  diBtribiiled  iSvahiw  for  tlw  good  of  his  (mmiI  ;  two 
ohiUings  a  pieoe  to  six  prioolB  for  serciil  sucoeasif  o  dayt/  for  the 
peHbrmaace  of  his  obseqaiee^  and  a  penny  a  piece  each  day  to 
the  derkn ;  three  shillings  and  fourpence  to  the  bells  of  OakhaB 
chnrch;  and  twelvepence  to  the  Guilds  of  All  Saints  and  St» 
Mary^s>  both  in  this  town. 

The  Dowager  Lady  Harrington,  in  the  reign  of  James  L  pnr- 
chased  a  rent  chaige  of  lOM.  per  annnm,  out  oi  the  Manor  of 
Cotesmore.  This  she  settled  upon  eertain  trustees  for  variona 
pious  uses ;  and,  amongst  otbers,  ordered  that  3dL  per  annum 
should  he  distributed  by  the  yiear  and  overseers  of  the  parish^ 
among  suoh  of  the  poor  as  ahould  be  tenants,  or  undertenants,  of 
that  part  of  the  manor,  then  berproperty. 

In  1689,  the  sum  of  SOL  was  left  to  the  poor,  by  Endymion 
Cannii^^,  an  old  cavalier,  and  a  captain  of  horse,  daring  the  nn* 
happy  wars  of  Charles's  reign. 

In  1662,  Mrs  Partheiiia  Lowmon,  widow,  of  London,  gave 
1001.  for  a  perpetual  stock  to  the  town  of  Oakham ;  and  ordered 
that  ten  shillings  should  be  annually  appropriated  for  a  sermon 
in  the  parish  church  on  Asfe-wednesday,  and  tne  renminder  of  the 
interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  and  sick ;  three-fourths  of  it  to 
those  of  the  Lord's  h<4d,  and  ope-fourth  to  those  of  the  Dean's 
bold. 

Ten  pounds  per  annum  wore  also  given  by  Henry  Foster,  Esq. 
of  Thisileton,  to  the  poor  of  Oakham,  for  the  purpose  of  appren* 
ticing  their  children ;  to  be  paid  out  of  his  manors  of  Swinshead 
and  Buckminster,  in  Lincolnshire  *. 

Connected  with  the  Church,  and  the  Charitable  Conctms  of 
tikis  parish,  was  an  ancient  custom  before  the  Reformation,  for 
tiie  pious  and  devout  to  go  on  a  Pilgrimage  to  our  Lady's  WtU, 
which  is  a  fine  spring,  still  in  existence,  and  preserving  the  samo 

Vol.  XII.  £  name, 

*  This  seems  to  have  been  the  benevolent  geiitltniBii^  whose  name  U  not 
otherwise  mentioned,  and  who  gave  the  sixty  pounds  per  annum  aopngst  sis 
various  parish^a. 


name,  about  a  quarter  of  a  inile  frum  the  town.  The  foundation* 
(ifliotueBVnrecxihlingabout  a  century  ago;  hut  of  what  kind,  ot 
for  what  specific  purpose  exetled,  there  is  no  record.  It  i« detail- 
ed, indeed,  in  a  record  in  the  Fint  Fruits  Office,  that  matij  i^ 
the  profitii  und  advantages  of  the  Vicara^  of  Oakham  arose  fron> 
Ihc  Ohventinnn,  and  Pilgrimages  whicli  took  place  to  this  well, in 
linnour  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  St.  M  idiael  the  Archangel.  Thii 
liuly  ju^glin^,  however,  hae  long  tieeii  at  an  end,  and  vtitfa  it  have 
ceased  the  pilgrimages,  offerings,  &c.  &e. 

AmongHl  the  few  Public  buddings  which  remain  to  l)e  nolind, 
is  the  CooNTV  Gaot,  which  elands  near  the  ancient  boundanti 
of  the  castle,  aird  is  a  modem  brick  and  stone  building,  airily  aitn- 
aloil,  and  constructed  of  anoctagonal  shape,  upon  the  modem  Bride- 
well plan.  When  the  benevolent  Howard  visited  the  Old  Gaolmmt 
yenrs  ago,  he  found  it  thatched,  and  fictVe  he  fovnd  it  rmptf-' 
[Is  custody  seems  at  that  pciiod  to  have  been  in  aoiue  ineaaure 
hereditai'y,  for  the  then  gaoler's  father,  gnuidfather,  and  greii 
grand  father,  had  held  the  oUice;  and  we  believe  that  tfaia,  cer- 
tainly not  very  detirablc,  place  is  still  in  the  same  family.  Wbea 
>iK[led  last  yetu'  its  unfortunate  inmates  were  few  in  number; 
circumstance  resultinjf  no  doiibl  frum  the  county  being  pj 
pally  agrioillttral,  and  not  a  manv/aclurixg  district.  It  la 
the  Tuien  Gaol  and  County  Bridctefll. 

\l  the  eastern  limit  of  the  town  there  is  an  old  sent  of  Coli 
Noel ;  it  htanda  low,  but  has  a  very  good  view  of  Barley  bill 
Park,  und  might  he  rendered  a  very  handsome  and  cummodH 
habitation. 

Near  it  is  a  targe  Hiding  house  «itli  stables,  originally  in- 
tended by  Colonel  Noel  for  the  service  of  his  Majc&tv  ;  and 


I 


the  opposite  side  of  the  road  there 

Tiie  I'opULATlON  of  this  town,  in  1801,  coi 
lliu  Lord's  Hold,  occupying  '2'26  houses,  an 
niulcs,  and  SG5  females,  of  whom  I-5f>  were 
and  in  luanufactures.     The  ivturus  fi:uui  the  Dtan's 
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atiet  o(  the  My)  Bs  an  additional  force,  for  liU  own  soul,  tlie  soul 
prKing  Henry  V.  and  all  the  souls  already  providtd  for.  Besides 
tliese  legacies,  lie  gave  to  the  poor,  wlio  should  assist  in  praying 
at  Ills  obsdjuies,  the  hujr  of  Hfty  marks;  to  tlie  alms-house,  or 
liuijiitaj,  fifty  shillings  for  the  repsiir  of  the  cbapel,  and  for  orna- 
ments to  the  altar,  besides  fourpcnce  to  every  poor  roan  la  Xim 
house;  fifty  shillings  for  the  repair  of  the  high  roads,  bridges,  and 
causeways;  and  a  (^own  of  Coventry  frieie,  ODd  a  new  sliirt,  to 
each  of  twenty  poor  peopleof  the  town. 

It  appears  this  very  pious  and  thuritable  geatleroan  had  funoed 
the  impropriate  tythes  of  tlie  parish  under  the  Abbot  «f  West- 
minster; he  left  a  shilliug  to  every  luouk  of  that  abbey  who  was 
in  priest's  orders,  and  eightpencc  to  those  who  were  not.  To  the 
Great  Guild  at  Coventry,  he  bequeathed  forty  shiUings;  to  the 
Prior  and  Canous  of  Brooke,  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpcnce ; 
the  same  sum  to  the  nuns  of  l«Dgley,  and  of  Huntingdon,  and  to 
the  Prior  and  Canons  of  Newstead,  near  Stamford.  To  the  maa- 
tcr  of  tlie  chauntry  at  Ma&ton,  whom  lie  appointed  one  of  his 
executors,  he  bequeathed  his  owu  pair  of  beads,  with  ten  Ares  of 
silver,  and  a  gill  PatemiuUr,  pniyin^  him  to  he  mindful  of  him 
when  he  went  through  "  our  Lady's  Psalter"  with  them.  To  bis 
second  wife,  who  survived  bim,  be  left  two  mahors  in  Lincolnshire, 
but  that  n'iis  on  condition  of  her  taking  on  bcr  tlie  Mantle  and 
Ring,  aud  coiving  Chailiti/;  this  perhaps  was  the  most  difficult 
condition  prescribed  in  his  will ;  she  bad  borne  him  five  sons  and 
one  daughter. 

The  family  of  Broicne  seems  also  to  have  been  of  ancient  re- 
pute in  thiA  town  and  county.  Sir  John  Brown,  who  was  Lord 
Mayor  of  lAodon,  iu  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  (l4Si }  was  son  «f 
John  Brown  of  this  place.  He  died  in  1497,  and  his  son  Sir  Wil- 
liam Browu  was  liord  Mayor  in  each  of  (he  reiguu  of  tiie  two  suc- 
cessive Henrys. 

But  the  most  remacksble  uIiatmU-t  in  the  Biograpby  of  this 
place  was  Jt^ff'ery  Hudson,  whom  Fuller,  not  inaptiv.  calls  Uie 
i  least  county'  iu  £ 
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•f  cae  J«fcB  HaiHa,  m  pcBHS  if  m  ivy 
•f  a  Iflily  iiatare,  as  va«  aB 

1 1619,  nl  wWa  abave  aetta  yean  cU,  aai  aaly 
k  hogM^lK  wm  takes  iala  tke  tevly  of  the  D^e  cf 
alBaileyMtheHill.aaaivityil'aBtBve;  a^Oe 
ikat  thai  tiae  IB  ptagraa^  Ik  WM  aoved  ay  at 
ly^  IB  a  ety  pieL  After  the  ■arrn^e  if  Ctaica  L  witt  Oe 
Hearietta  Maria  ofFkaace,  Ik  aaa  fRKsledl  to  te 
■e  her  4warf ;  nl  it  mmA  hate  hcca  aUat  ihiil 
tbae  thai  the  kiag'a  great  parter,  darii^  a  Mafae  at  WbHehd, 
palM  him  eat  of  hit  pocket  to  Oe  great  sarpnze  of  tke  en- 
paay. 

Sooa  after  he  vaa  aeat  to  ftaaee  to  hriag  orcr  ttie  faeea's 
Bwhrifey  hat  aa  hia  paaage  vaa  caplved  hy  a  Freach  ^rale^  aal 
cairiei  prhoacr  to  Daakirk,  aa  whieh  occaBoa  Dareaaat  viate  a 
Mck-heroie  poem,  vith  the  title  of  «  Jeftetdoa."  la  tliis  he  nji, 
Oat  whea  the  veHd  wae  captared,  tUt  great  litde 


•  BcHb'd  to  U4e  Mb  vfcoe  they  iooBcr  aisM 
Dnoover  hiai»  with  w^lHwr  itoo  with  fight. 

Each  cje  ar«  now  emfioy*dt  ao  bsd  ooald  think 
€H  am/  ancpath  aook*  or  narrow  dfmfc, 
Bot  rtraight  thej  loagfat  hia  there ;  in  holes  not  deep 
But  small,  mhere  slender  Biaggt>ts  as'd  to  creep  ; 
At  last  tbej  found  hia  dose,  henealh  a  spick 
And  alaoct  span-uew-pcater-candlestick  !*' 

BeiD^  liberated  hy  the  French  coort,  he  returDed  to  Eaglaad, 
and,  during  the  ciril  ware,  was  a  Captain  of  Horse,  but  aeeoah 
panied  his  Royal  mistress  oa  her  retom  to  her  natiTe  ooaatry, 
where  be  challenged  a  Bf  r.  Crofts,  brother  to  Lord  Crofts,  who 
came  armed  to  the  gronnd  only  with  a  squirt,  which  so  enragei 
the  little  hero,  that  he  insisted  on  fighting  with  pistols  on  bone- 
back,  and  actually  shot  bis  antagonist  For  this  he  was  expdkd 
the  court;  but  after  the  Bestoratioa  he  returned  to  Englaiui,  and, 

it 
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U  has  beeE  said,  was  made  Captain  of  a  Ship  of  War.  This,  how* 
ever,  is  rather  unlikely ;  yet  it  is  a  fact,  that  he  went  to  sea,  and 
was  taken  by  a  Turkish  pirate^  who  carried  him  into  Barbary> 
where  be  was  sold  as  a  slave,  and  continued  in  that  state  for  many 
years. 

He  was  at  leng^  redeemed,  and  returning  to  England*  was 
supported  by  a  pension  from  the  Buckingham  family^  and  some 
other  benefactions.  During  the  troublesome  times  of  1678,  he 
was  suspected;  and  being  known  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic,  he 
was  arrested  in  the  metropolis,  and  confined  for  some  time  in  the 
Gatehouse  at  W^tminster;  and,  though  soon  released,  died  shortly 
afterwards.  It  is  said  that  he  never  grew  between  his  seventh  and 
tliirticth  years,  but  after  thirty  shot  up  to  three  feet  nine  inches; 
which  rapid  increase  he  himself  attributed  to  the  frequent  beatings 
he  had  received  whilst  in  slavery. 

Barleythorpe,  which  lies  about  two  milei  north-west  of  Oak- 
ham,  on  the  Melton  Mowbray  road,  is  a  hamlet  of  that  parish,  and 
deserves  notice  merely  for  haying  had  the  same  Manorial  Lords 
ever  since  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  with  the  exceptioM 
of  a  short  interval  immediately  on  the  dissolution  of  the  monas- 
teries ;  for  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Westminster  are  now  re* 
presented  in  their  territorial  rights  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  to 
whom  the  manor  was  confirmed  by  Charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in 
1559. 

Lang  ham,  about  one  mile  further  ou  the  same  road,  was  also 
considered  as  a  hamlet  of  Oakham,  aX  the  Norman  Survey,  and 
seems  to  have  followed  Uie  same  course  of  territorial  possession, 
whether  by  grant  or  purchase,  until  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth; wlien  having  been  settled  by  Lord  Cromwell,  on  his  second 
>Bon,  Sir  Gregory,  he  sold  it  under  authority  of  a  licence  from 
Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  ancestor  of  the  late  Gainsborough  ftu> 
milv. 

Tlie  Church,  or  Chapel,  is  an  ancient  building,  and  once  con- 
iained  much  armorial  glass^  with  the  shields  of  the  kings  of  the 
East  Angles,  of  the  Beauchamps  Earls  of  W|urwick»9Pd 
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eietit  runiiies  «f  Hatlnitn,  Clan,  &c.  and  hen  vers  aUn  two  ^fffd 

tncicDt  al>ba>t«T  Bkooumenls  of  the  fotirleralb  eentur;,  bat « 

ublitnsted.     Tbe  village  itself  is  mnsiaenbU,  havio^  lOS  h 

«ilb  a  population  of  Dearly  500,  of  vbom  aboat  40  « 

as  fmployeil  in  maniif^icturcj  aod  trade.    This  is  out;  of  the  pi 

which  ahana  tea  pooDds  per  anniun  for  the  edocalioD  of  iU  | 

ehildren. 

TbeTicinitv  of  thi*  village  is  mostly  opeo  land,  and  c 
kwelling-  hills,  preseoting  a  pleasing  laiiety  of  sorfaee. 

/foAM^oro/fi// is  noticed  in  all  the  coonty  a 
thing  pecniiar  (o  diBtinguish  it,  except  a  laj  fine  p 
the  vate  of  Catmoce,  and  the  plains  of  Leicest«r«bire. 

Brtacnttan,  anciently  Bravaoston,  lies  oa  the  bordets  of  1 
field  Forest,  of  which  it  was  a  part,  but  not  of  as  old  a 
the  Norman  Survey.  Its  tiret  mention  is  in  the  reign  of  Ji 
when  it  belonged  to  tbe  bmiiy  of  Henil ;  and  sonu  after,  part  «f  il, 
by  a  Royal  gnuit,  was  the  property  of  the  Falcoaeni ;  of  whoa^ 
Robert  de  Falconer,  in  the  rei;^  of  Edward  I.  resided  her«,  sad 
had  minmons  to  attend  that  monarch  with  borse  and  arms,  to  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed,  in  his  Scottish  wnrs. 

The  ChiseldeoB  Mem  aUo  to  have  had  possession  here  nboat 
the  time  of  Henry  V.  by  a  marriage  with  Aune,  danghtet  and 
heirets  of  William  dc  Bur^he ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Bliu- 
Iieth,  a  gmnt  was  Laade  to  Kdward  Wymarkc  ofLondun,  of  the 
tVisp,  which  has  been  considered  of  sufficient  consequcace  to  be 
marked  even  in  modern  county  maps,  and  yet  is  nothing  more 
than  a  parcel  of  field  of  woodland  and  pasture,  about  fburlecn  acTM 
in  extent.  This  latter  parcel  of  ground  came  in  tbe  reigit  of 
James  I.  to  other  owners,  who  passed  it  in  trust  to  Barton  Burton 
or  Oakham,  for  the  express  purpose  of  being  emjiloyed  for  the  kwhI 
of  the  freeholders  of  this  town  who  have  common  in  il;  also  Car  Ae 
Biipport  of  a  preacher  for  Bi-aunslon  chapd,  and  for  its  repairs;  and 
for  the  repair  of  high  roads,  and  relief  of  the  poor  a«  t! 
ehoold  think  fit.  This  trust  was  coutinned  iu  1636,  and  i 
lieve  still  remains  in  force. 
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tW  ^arch,  or  nUier  cfaapel,  (belonging  to  Hamilton  ^tnth  li 
uiDtber  huDilred)  contains  noUiing;  curjous,  except  some  tnona^ 
■BCDtal  memorials  of  lb«  ancient  family  of  Chitteltline,  wlio  flon*' 
rished  here  and  M  Uppingham  in  the  BiKleentii  and  sevcnteenlt 
centuries.  ' 

Pursuing  tiie  route  to  the  soathvard,  and  tlirougli  Leafield  forest, 
aud  by  the  borders  of  Leiccste^hire,  the  tourist  will  pass  throngli 
a  yn;\l  ioclosed,  well  CDltivated,  and  well  wooileit  country,  towards 
Bellon,  another  sinall  town  within  the  forest,  bat  of  a  more  re- 
cent date  than  the  Norman  Survey.  It  is  first  noticed  in  the 
teigo  of  Edward  II.  when  il  was  the  property  of  the  Tery  an- 
ct«nt  family  of  Blonot,  afterwards  Lords  Montjoy.  In  the  reiga 
of  Edward  III.  it  wbb  of  suflicieDt  consequence  to  have  a  lair, 
that  monarch  having  granted  to  the  Blounts,  then  Lords  of  it,  a 
licence  for  three  days,  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of  St.  James 
the  Apostle,  but  with  the  special  exception,  that  it  should  not  be 
prejudicial  to  any  of  the  neighbouring  ones.  This  fair  is,  how- 
ever, discoDtinued. 

Beltoii  passed  from  the  Blounts  to  Haselwood,  and  afterward! 

to  Verney,  wlitch  latter  family  had  a  good  seat  here. 

The  church  is  a  chiipelry  InWardley,  and  has  an  ancient  monu- 

menl  of  the  Haselwoods;  and  much  of  the  land  i»  former  times 

wajs  enjoyed  by  various  monastic  eslahlishmcnis. 

IVardtfi,  like  most  of  the  other  towns  upon  the  Forest,  was 

nol  in  e:tiBtence  at  the  Nonoan  Survey,  and  though  now  a  rer- 

tory,  but  of  uncertain  origin,  was  tliea,  according  to  the  various 

anlhorities,  merely  a  member  of  some  of  the  neighlmuring  places. 

It  Gnit  appears  oa  manorial  record,  as  the  property  of  the  famtly 

of  De  Murdoc,  from  whom  il  went  by  an  heiress  to  Ba^kerville, 

alias  Boyville. 

Tlie  Tillage  fas  nothing  curious,  hut  is  extremely  pUasant, 

being  seated  in  Deepdalf,  or  rather  on  its  borders,  and  on  the 

verge  of  that  winding  valley  through  which  runs  the  river  Eye. 

sepaiatiog  Rutland  from   Leicestershire.     The   ^ 

tlie/idi  Gultiyation,  and  some  com" 
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proAice  a  fine  eSect,  ud  form  a  rich  foreground  to   the  d 

of  L(>ice>'lcri<hire,  as  yiewed  from  the  rising  groandii  between  Vf- 

pingiiam  and  Deepilale;  the  latler  ofwhivh,  Ihoogh  uot  ver3r  cs- 

tensive,  in  capable  of  beinu;  made  as  channing  a  spot  a 

county.      It  is  a  deep   vale,   of  ralber  meandering  co 

open  ground,  and  partly  inclosurea,  and  presentiug  ideas  of  alrii 

monastic  relifement 

Brooke,  near  Oakham,  «aa  formerly  part  of  the  fore 
Leaticid,  and  then  written  "  Broc."  It  seems 
been  one  of  the  hamlets  of  Oakham  at  the  Norman  Sutvcfj 
it  was  then  in  existence  as  a  villajre ;  but  it  is  mentioned  ia)l 
time  of  Walehelirie  de  FiTrars,  who  had  taken  posaeearon  of  M 
of  the  lands  here  without  legal  authority,  for  which  be 
vards  received  an  acquittal,  accompanied  by  a  grant, 
thia  place,  says  Mr.  Wright,  "  was  situated  a  small  priory,  ] 
the  only  monastery  of  either  sex  in  this  county.  They  were 
canonic  regular  of  .St.  Augustine."*  It  wus  founded  by  Hugh 
de  Fcnars,  son  of  WalchHine,  in  the  time  of  Richard  L  dedi- 
coted  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  given,  along  with  the  nanor  of 
Brookp,  to  the  prior  and  monks  at  Kenilworlh,  who  conlinutd 
Lords  of  the  Manor  until  theDissolutimi. 

Though  its  establishment  was  but  smalt,  and  at  tlie  sanw  ll 
subordinate;  yet  it  had  ^rni-ious  grants,  «Mch  may  bn  i 
Diigdale'a  Mouusticon,  Vul.  11.  page  130,  Edit.  1661 ;  uid  ia  X&' 
433,  iifihe  llarl.  Coll.  it  appears,  thullheRe  disciplet  ofportttf 
were  not  content  with  Heaven  and  Earth,  but  must  have  vator 
also,  as  there  is  a  grant  "  to  the  pryour  and  convent  of  Ibe  Irere 
prechcurs  in  the  towiie  of  Rnliande,  for  lishtng  with  one  netls  in 
the  vraler  of  Clotidc,  from  Kutlande  to  tJie  sea,"  in  the firal yen 
of  Richard  III.+ 

At  the  DisBoluliun,  in  the  28th  of  Henry  VlIl.Tumier  says,^ 
this  monastery  wan  valutd  at  forty  pounds.     Speed  and  Di>| 


•  Lelind,  Vul.  t.  p.  74,  : 


iy<  ihere  we'e  only  ■  Prior  ind  two  CrniDni. 
0  aicertilii  wliit  ii  inlsudcd  by  the  "  Watc^ 
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differ  from  him  respecting  the  valae,  aa  tbey  do  indeed  in  most 
other  cases ;  hot  these  differences  may  arise  from  some  of  these 
"writers  copying  from  the  original  Roils  of  Survey,  and  others  se* 
lecting  their  value  from  the  Liber  Regis.  When  theDissoIotioa 
took  pUce^  Roger  Horwell  was  the  prior,  and  had  ten  pounds  as* 
signed  him  out  of  the  revenues  *. 

The  priory  and  lands  were  granted  to  Anthony  Cope,  Esq.  who 
sold  them  to  Andrew  Noel  of  Dulby,  in  Leicestershire,  Esq.  one 
of  the  gentlemen  pensioners  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  ancestor  of 
the  late  Gainsborough  family,  and  whose  son  Edward  was  not  only 
created  a  baronet  by  King  James  I.  but  also  called  by  the  same 
monarch  to  the  House  of  Peers,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Noel  of  Rid* 
lington. 

The  church  is  supposed  to  have  been  that  belonging  to  the 
monastery,  for  it  is  not  in  the  King^s  books,  nor  is  it  re- 
corded either  as  a  rectory,  or  vicarage.  It  contains  an  old 
monument  of  James's  time  for  Charles  Noel,  sou  of  the  first 
purchaser,  of  that  name,  who  died  in  1619.  Here  also  was  a 
mansion  of  the  Noels ;  but  scarcely  any  thing  remains  of  it. 

GuNTHORPE  is  marked  in  the  maps  as  a  village ;  it  was  so 
formerly,  most  certainly,  but  is  no  longer  deserving  of  the 
name. 

Egleton  is  a  small,  but  cheerful  village,  seated  among  in- 
closed grounds,  in  th^  vale  of  Catmose.  It  belonged  formerly 
to  the  Lords  of  Oakham,  or  to  the  Crown,  as  the  property  of  that 
manor  and  castle  went  through  its  vaiious  charges;  but  was  after- 
wards  in  the  possession  of  Browne^  Harbottle,  and  latterly  of  the 
Winchelsea  family. 

The  church,  which  is  a  chapel  of  ease  to  Oakham,  is  a  re* 
edification  of  a  more  ancient  building,  and  from  an  exteusive  and 
very  antique  range  of  Gothic  arches  on  its  northern  side,  it  seems 
to  be  the  remains  of  a  very  extensive  edifice.  Its  tower  iif  quite 
modern,  and  has  a  small  but  neat  lyiire,  which  fcnns  e  good  ob- 
ject in  crossing  the  vale.  4 


t. 


•  Wilfii*t  lUrtDi^r 
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Here  <*as  a  Guild,  whicli,  in  Willis's  History  of  KbUn.,  i«  s»j^  J 
to  h>ve  [uid  31.  l»s.  6d.  (o  Sir  Tbomas  KcIns  »  IA&3.  ~ 
Xuigkl,  liowever,  wm  iiolbiog  nore  lltiM  Uie  Guild  Pritst,  whl 
w  then  (tatcil  to  be  seTenty  yiSrs  of  ag«,  unnble  to  c 
cure,  poor,  but  of  good  repute  uneng  liis  aei^libwira.  la  tl 
Survey  of  Edward  VI.  it  appears  tliat  tbis  Guild  ww  fouiHle^J 
/or  tbt!  maiiiteiiiuce  of  oni:  |iriest  to  siag  mass  tltere  yor  o^er,  J 
uul  Lad  au  cadowineut  of  lauds  in  various  {Mtrt»  of  tJie  oovntf  J 
at  tlie  value  «f  -31.  8s.  aiid  Gd.  out  of  whicli  11.  9s.  auaually  woe  ] 
paid  todidereDtpeniuax,  and  the  remaiitder  to  the  priest.  At  UmS  J 
period,  Egletoti  muBt  huve  bLVii  a  very  eaaail  place,  as  it  ii 
to  faave  Imd  ouly  four  "  housliBg;  people,"  or  Gonwunicaiitsi  ani  J 
iU  lauds  were  tbcu  dissolved  and  gmiitcd  by  the  Crown,  1 
«f  tba  •eaaor  of  Eye,  in  Suflblk,  at  tbat  tiute  a  Royal  hoottur,  or  1 


Fart  of  these  lands  was  a  messuage  in  West  Stn:et  in  Oak*  | 
Itam.  with  two  yard-lauds  in  the  commun  Adds  iu  that  pBTisb,., 
rented  at  11.  13s.  4d. ;  there  wtre  also  a  cotUge  opposite  to  Ifae 
markeUcruss,  rented  at  fourteeu  KliilLiN(,'S,  a  void  piece  ot  gtoiu 
containing  half  a  rod,  adjoining  to  tbe  stoue  wall  bdouging  ta  J 
Ibe  ooltage,  valued  at  two  shiUiugs,  and  a  i^aiall  piece  «f  grwund  I 
containing  by  estimaliou  thirty  feet  In  length,  and  six  feetial 
broadtli,  adjoining  to  the  east  end  of  the  orchard  atlaobed  1^  J 
tlie  cottage,  of  the  yearly  value  of  fourpeucc.  Such  wei 
hnniblc  possessions  of  this  humble  Hocjety,  which  seems  to  bawl 
borne  sonie  slitiht  rcsemblauee  to  our  modern  Friendlg  So<:ictuM,T 
though  established  for  very  different  purposes. 

These  ancient  OuiUts  are  supposed  to  derive  Iheir  Bame  bfllft^ 
the  Snxon  word  "  Geld,"  signifying  Moitfi/;  the  menitiere  as- J 
sucinted  for  purposes  of  religion,  or  charity,  coiiLribuling  mon^  i 
Mtd  lauds,  atK)  afterwards  the  associations  for  eoninxrcial  poi^l 
poses  a£)Bumed  the  same  uame.  Tbo  religious  and  charttabl^J 
Guilds  had  fcctjuent  meetings,  particularly  on  the  anntverwiyfl 
(if  their  palcnn  Saint,  when  they  elected  their  various  olBcen^l 
aud  they  always  mainlaiucd  a  priest,   whose  duly  it  was  to  si 
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aaaam  both  lor  the  good  eiitalG  of  tlie  Utin^  memben,  utd  a]a» 
for  tlie  souls  of  the  departeit. 

ClipaHam,  thou|;b  in  llm  hundred,  is  yd  on  Uie  nuitl»-eiut 
^etge  of  the  count;,  a  circuniHtance  ariBing  from  the  events  of  its 
territorikl  possession  :  br  in  tiie  reig-o  of  Edward  II.  it  wti  in  Ibe 
hands  ef  William  de  la  Zoucli,  Baroii  of  UtuTinj^wM-tb,  and  held 
by  him  from  the  crovn  as  purl  of  the  honor  of  Oakham,  by  the 
service  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a  knight's  fee.  The  editnn  wf 
MaLjna  BriUnnia  are,  honrcver,  of  opinion  that  it  belonged  to  0>k- 
bftn  hundred  previous  to  this,  which  vtaa  in  llie  reign  of  Heary 
IV. ;  and  they  take  occaaion  from  tliie  to  notice  aa  ohservatiaii 
of  Sir  William  Dagdale  in  his  Warwickshire,  nhere,  sjicakiug 
of  varioua  parts  of  one  cottnly  being  insulated,  as  it  were,  in  an- 
other,  he  accounts  for  tt  by  aupposiuiic  that  in  all  cases,  even  where 
theiv  are  no  existing  records,  these  parta  or  parcels  were  ftM'mer- 
]y  the  possessions  of  great  landlmlders,  wlio,  in  order  to  avoid 
trouble  at  their  manor  courts  by  their  estates  being  under  different 
municipal  jurisdictions,  got  leave  from  the  crown  tit  have  these 
siDall  extraneous  portions  removed  luunifipally  from  the  coaidie» 
ill  which  they  were  locally  sitnnted. 

Tlie  lamily  of  Zoiich  having  forfeited  at  the  battle  of  Boswortb. 
the  then  baroa  being  attainted  in  the  first  parliament  called  by 
Henry  VII.  these  lands  were  granted  to  Davt<l  Philips;  but  after- 
wards coming  to  the  crown  were  faeU  by  the  Harrington  family, 
from  who.ie  heir  they  went  to  Archdeacon  Johnson,  the  founder 
of  Oakham  Frce-sohnot,  or  at  least  to  his  nephew ;  since  which 
they  havf?  several  times  changed  hands. 

The  church  is  a  rectory  :  it  is  of  some  antiquity,  and  has  some 
armorial  glass  in  its  windows;  but  this,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Hlote,  roust  have  been  rcnioved  here  from  the  long  ruined  church 
at  Pick  worth,  as  it  bears  a  reference  U>  the  bearings  of  the  land- 
holders of  that  pariah. 

Here  wan  a  chanutry  founded  by  De  1^  Zouch ;  and  an  ex- 
tract from  its  Survey  will  shew  the  rapacity  with  which  I  o^ 
perty  of  the  vnrloiis  religiotu  foDndatioiia,  livwn 
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seized  on  by  Henry  VIII.  and  his  horde  of  planderen,  who,  !■ 
their  great  jteal  for  the  destruction  of  supeniition^  seem  to  have 
liad  no  objection  to  fill  their  pockets  with  its  spoils.  This  Sur« 
Tejy,  taken  in  the  second  year  of  Edward  VI .  says,  that  the. 
chauntry  was  "  founded  for  the  maintenance  of  one  priest  to  sing 
there /or  ever ;  hath  lands  and  tenements  in  the  counties  of  Rnt- 
land  and  Lincoln^  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  six  shillings 
and  eight-pence,  whereof  rents  resolute  are  four-pence  only ;  so 
that  theve  remains  clear  for  the  portion  of  the  chauntry  priest.  Sir 
Bobert  Taylor,  aged  forty-six  years,  who  is  impot^it,  but  of  very 
honest  report,  and  hath  nothing  to  live  upon  but  his  chauntry, 
an  hundred  and  six  shillings  and  four-pence  per  annum ;  and  out 
of  it  he  pays  yearly  for  tenths  to  the  king  nine  shillings  and 
eight-pence.  There  did  belong  to  this  chauntry  one  chalice,  par- 
cel gilt,  which  was  delivered  to  the  jewel-house,  and  ornaments 
valued  at  twelve  shillings  and  four-pence/' 

Of  modem  times  there  is  nothing  particular  to  notice  respect- 
ing ClipsliHro,  except  that  here  is  a  neat  and  commodious  man- 
jsion  occupied  by  —  Snow,  Esq. 

ALSTOE  HUNDRED, 

to  whfch  we  now  approach,  is  the  most  extensive  division  of  Rut- 
land, being  27,091  acres.  It  contains  the  parishes  of  Ashwell, 
Burley,  Cotsmore,  Exton,  Greatham,  Market  Overton,  Pickworth, 
Stretton,  Tigh,  or  Teigh,  Thistleton,  Wissendiue,  and  Whitwell, 
and  includes  the  whole  northern  part  of  the  county  bordering  on 
Lincoln  and  Leicestershires..  and  uniting  with  every  other  hundred 
except  Wrangdyke. 

The  fee  of  the  whole  hundi'ed,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.  was  in  possession  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Cornwall,  son  of 
Richard,  a  younger  son  of  King  John,  and  elected^  king  of  the 
Romans,  from  whom  it  came  afterwards  to  the  crown.  It  is  cu* 
riotis  that  this  hundred  has  not  a  single  market-town,  although 
it  appears  that  Market  Overton  was  so  formerly. 

Entering  the  hundred  from  Oakham,  the  fijrst  place  which  pre- 

0  sents 
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AuiiU  itself  to  our  notice,  and  which,  indeed,  is  conspicuous  from 
all  parts  of  the  county,  in 

BURLEY-ON-THE-HILL, 

the  magnificent  seat  of  the  Carl  of  Winchelsea,  near  to  iihich  is 
a  very  pleasant  village  of  the  same  name,  seated  on  a  hill,  which 
ri»€H  abruptly  from  the  vale  of  Catmose,  and  commands  a  most 
extensive  prospect  The  village  of  Burley  is  but  small,  and 
contains  a  few  very  genteel  mansions,  and  some  neat  cottages, 
which  seem  to  owe  their  comfort  and  convenience  to  their  vicinity 
to  this  noble  mansion^  which  is  the  pride  of  this  little  county, 
and  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  amongst  the  finest  seats  in  the 
kingdom. 

The  territorial  property  of  this  place  in  the  Saxon  times  was  in 
the  hands  of  Ulf,  who  held  it  of  the  crown  as  seven  carucatcs, 
by  the  name  of  "  Burgelai ;"  but  he  seems  to  have  lost  it  imme- 
diately after  the  Norman  Conquest,  as  it  was  soon  after  in  the 
possession  of  Gilbert  de  Gant,  one  of  the  Conqueror'^  greatest 
favourites.  He  granted  it  to  one  Goisfrid,  who  farmed  it  as  two 
carucates  of  demesne  with  thirty  Villeins ;  and  there  were  also 
eighty  Bordarii,  who  possessed  four  carucates  and  thirty  acres 
of  meadow  land.  It  is  evident  that  the  present  park,  or  part  of  it 
at  least,  was  then  in  existence ;  for  there  is  said  to  have  been  at 
that  time  a  wood  of  one  mile  in  length,  and  three  furlongs  in 
breadth.  At  the  Norman  Survey,  the  whole  was  estimated  at 
five  pounds,  which  was  a  rise  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the 
value  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor :  now  if  tliis  rise  was 
actually  a  real  increase  iu  value,  it  shews  a  rapid  improvement  in 
the  kingdom  in  u  space  of  less  than  half  a  century.  Tlierc  is  a 
deficiency  of  historical  evidence  respecting  Burley,  from  tliis  pe- 
riod until  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  when  we  find  it  in  tho  hands 
of  Nicholas  de  Segravc;  and  it  is  a  curious  fact,  that  another 
cuusiderable  village,  of  which  he  was  also  lord,  is  now  com- 
]iIoteIy  annihilated.  This  was  called  Alesthorp,  and  waa  of  aBAi-- 
ct«ut  consequeDCf  to  be  valued  in  the  Normaa  Survey  ^ 
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•hilliftg^,  kaving  dev«a  Villebu  tuiJ  fonr  BorJani,% 
foBT  tarucates  ajid  siiLteen  ncres  of  meadow,  bealdcB 
three  furlongs  by  two. 

In  the  Teij:ii  of  Edward  III.  Burley  was  held  hy  Warrene  de 
IdsuIa.  Of  De  L'Isle,  «ho  boon  aftij'  conTeyed  it  to  Anac^  tk 
lady  of  Sir  Edward  De  Speneer,  Knt.  in  whose  hein  it  r 
nntil  the  retgu  of  Richard  II.  at  which  period  it  is  n 
being  tlie  spot  from  whence  Henry  Speoser,  then  Bishop  of  n 
wick,  collected  n  few  troops,  in  order  to  oppose  the  designs  ofifl 
lioten  Duder  Jacic  Stnw  and  Wat  Tyler,  mauj  of  wham  % 
becoming  rery  acttfe  in  his  diocese,  ted  by  one  John  Lytta 
that  city.  This  warlike  bishop  seems  to  have  been  the  lor 
the  manor. 

It  is  needless  ta  purene  its  descent  ihraugb  «  long  line  of  I 
families  of  Plessinglou,  FranceiM,  Sapcote,  Dimuit,  Wake, 
Brookesby  ;  from  which  last  three,  then  joint  heirs,  it  was  soU 
into  the  Harriogtou  family  iu  tbe  rvign  of  Elizab^,  with  wlioa 
it  remained  till  it  wits  parchaaedoflhe  faeir-geaeral  by  Sir  George 
Vitliers,  the  famous  favourite  of  James  I.  who  created  him  Dakeof 
Buckingham. 

Mr.  Wright  tellii  us  that,  a^er  he  had  pnrchased  it,  he  ■ 
it  one  of  the  huest  seats  in  thes^  parts  of  England; 
tiie  house  to  that  advantage,  that  it  became  a  second    Belli 
and,  in  some  respects,  saperior  lo  that  famous  seat  of  tbe  E 
of  Rutland,  being  sitnate  on  a  hill,  with  a  princely  p«A  J 
wouds  adjoining,  and  overlooking  the  liltle,  but  rich  rsle  of  Q 
mose.     Here  it  was,  be  add«,  that  the  Duke  eutertaiiiBd  I 
James  and  all  his  court,  iu  a  manner  worthy  the  gntitud«  C 
beloved  a  favourite ;  nor  was  retigioa  IbrgotteD  iu  the  niidi 
tliis  courtly  jollity;  for  in  the  printed  sermons  of  the  t 
Bishop  Andrews,  there  are  several  which  are  said  to  bete  bees 
preuched  before  the  king  at  Burley. 

Ben  Jonsen  also  seems  to  have  given  some  celebritv  to  ibb 
place ;  for  here  it  was  that  his  Masque  of  the  "  Gypsies."  was 
tint  perforuied  before  bis  majesty,  Prince  ChArlcs,  utd  tbe  o 
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Th«  peHomiflra  were  all  of  llie  uobility  ;  aotl  the  learned  oiontrcb 
ma  to  |)leaBeil  with  it,  as  to  liKve  it  performed  several  timea  dur- 
ing the  Hune  progreas,  particularly  at  Bclvoir,  and  at  Windsor. 

So  atronj;  was  titis  plaoc,  both  in  its  mode  of  building,  aoi 
firom  ite  aittuitioii,  that  in  tlie  civil  wara  the  Pari  i amen tariaa 
army,  whioh  was  tlien  most  powerful  here,  placed  a  small  gv- 
riaoD  iu  it  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  their  County  Committee, 
and  alao  of  liaraasitig  the  country ;  lut,  fearing  an  attack  from 
the  Royalist  party,  ami  feeling  (hemseUeti  loo  weak  to  occupy, 
with  any  chance  of  BiicceAS,  sach  an  extensive  line  of  defence, 
the  garriHOD  »et  lire  lo  the  house  aaA  furniture,  and  Uieu  leli  it. 
"  Yet  the  stablca,"  says  Wright,  "  scaped  the  effect  of  their 
malice,  which  remain  lo  Uiia  day,  the  noblest  (or  at  least  equal  to 
any)  building  of  ihia  kind  in  Enj^land." 

After  the  Restoration,  this  edifice  lay  in  ruins  for  many  y«ars ; 
for,  though  the  last  Duke  of  Buckingham  lived  for  some  tioie  after 
that  event,  being  much  involved  iu  debt,  he  was  obliged  t«  dis- 
pose of  great  part  of  his  estates,  when  this  was  sold  to  Daniel 
Earl  of  NoUingham.  This  family  [afterwards  iuheritiug  the 
older  title  of  Winchelsea)  have  since  tliat  made  it  tlieir  princi- 
pal residence,  it  being  rebuilt  in  its  present  form  by  the  lirst  pur- 

The  Finch  family  seem  to  have  had  an  hereditary  emioence  in 
the  study  and  practice  of  the  law,  almoU  ever  since  the  reign  of 
James  I.  in  whose  time  Sir  Henry  Finch  was  a  learned  serjeant  at 
law,  and  was  the  author  of "  Nomotechnos,"  a  valnable  work, 
though  perliapa  partaking  something  of  the  quibbling  spirit  of  that 

Sir  Heueage  Finch  was  recorder  of  Loadon  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I. 

Sir  John  Finch  was  the  Queen's  attorney,  and  also  sp»^aker  of 
the  House  of  Commons;  and  it  was  he  who  was  forcibly  held  iit 
tlie  chair,  on  his  refusing  to  countenance  their  proceedings.  He 
is  said  always  t«  hava  abhorred  Elliott's  doctriue,  "  that  men 
jlluuld  twt  be  questioned  Ibr  ofiences  in  ParliaiDentj  as  if  that 
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rtvereiKt  assembly  Heie  oalW  for  no  other  purpose,  tlian  I 
turbiiltnit  spirits  mieht  be  at  liberty  to  speak  trenson  oimht  vyerf 
llireeycars."  Wheiiqueslioned  roBprctingA'/'i;"VoK<'y,  biauiswu' 
wtu,  "  tbat  if  the  wholf  wert.-  Id  ^uger,  the  whole  ougbt  to  ron< 
(tibDlt."  Whfii  he  waK  nr^ed  to  reud  the  remonslmice  in  Par> 
liainent,  he  refused,  on  the  plea,  "  that  at  any  rate  autliarity  n 
be  TinUicntetl  from  contempt,  ainM  the  life  ofgovcrDnent  is  n 
tat  ion."  • 

Alter  rebiiiltling  the  House,  tlie  Earl  of  Notling) 
the  Park  with  a  ^tune  wall  of  nearly  six  tailen  round, 
contains  lOSd  acres,  and  is  rovcreil  with  very  large  oalLs,  e 
and  beech  trees,  of  grrut  value,  and  beautifully  iulennixcd  v 
nt\  kinds  of  foresl  trees  ] .     Tlie  luwus  and  open  gronnth  a 
extensive;  and  thoii^'li  its  snrbce  is  flat,  yet  it  possesses  s 
lery  rich  scenery,  witli  u  curious  grotto,  and  other  omaraenlal  4 
eoratioiJH. 

The  approach  to  the  house  leads  timugh  a  tlusk  ulirubbery,  s 
as  that  the  whole  north  side  bursts  upon  the  spectator  at  obo 
Thiij  preacntti  a  centre  of  line  elevation,  oue  hundred  tail  ninf 
six  fe«t  rn  length,  with  an  cstensivc  tolonade  on  each  aide  j< 
it  t»  the  offices,  A  long  range  of  superb  iron  railing  t 
the  court  from  the  road,  and  the  tourist  eaters  between  two  hai 
some  ledv;cs,  nflcr  which  ho  has  to  traverse  a  walk  of  270  yai 
to  the  pnrnd  eutranca,  which  is  in  the  uorth  fafade.  It  u 
eult  to  imagine  any  thing  more  superb  than  this  grand  i 
d'ttrf  wttli  tlw  mansion  in  front,  the  circular  colonade  aupporV 
by  li^ht  niry  pillars  on  the  sides,  and  tbe  offices  on  each  i 
all  built  of  a  fiije  light  grey  stone,  brought  at  aii  rminciise  expM 
front  the  ^uirius  at  KelloD,  and  at  Clipsbani,  and  formtng'.l 
court  supposi-d  to  be  the  largest  in  the  kiugduiu.  Its  rtyla 
nrchitecture  is  of  tike  Doric  order,  but  not  overloads)  with  on 
Dicnta.  The  east  and  west  &onta  are  even  plain,  and  >re  e 
iiititty-six  feet  in  extent ;  and  the  south  front  is  a  couDter-|>«rt4| 
tlie  narlhem  face.  On  the  aoutherD  front  is  the  superb  I 
300  y< 
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800  yaids  in  lengftbi  and  19  Inroad^  from  whence  tlie  view  over  tlie 
^rdeiifl,  ornflmented  groanda,  and  adjaeent  coontrj^  is  beaatiftd  ib 
the  extreme 

This  elegant  mansion  awes  moch  of  its  modem  spleflddor  16 
the  present  Earl,  for  it  had  heea  in  some  parts  almost  in  a  state 
tf f  dilapidation  during  his  long  minority  ;  bat  it  is  now,  tinoogli- 
4>ttt^  in  a  complete  repair,  and  preserration. 

On  entering,  the  principal  Saloon  on  the  gronad*ioot,  the 
Tisitor  cannot  fail  being  stmck  with  tlie  lightness  and  extreme 
;0|q»licity,  amounting  almost  to  plainness^  with  which  it  is  fitted 
1^;  yet  it  has  an  air  of  elegance,  perfectly  compatible  with  this 
impression.  This  apartment  contains  a  very  good  full  length 
portrait  of  the  present  Earl,  in  his  Installation  Robes  as  a 
Knight  of  the  Garter,  by  Woodford ;  and  here  are  some  very  de* 
gant  marble  slabs,  inlsud  with  lapis  lazuli.  Blue  John  or  Derby- 
shire spar,  &c. 

The  Drawing  Room  is  exquisitely  furnished,  and  contains 
some  good  family  pictures,  and  paintings  of  the  Italian  schooL 
Amongst  others  are  Heneage  Lord  Fmck,  and  Latfy  Et$eM 
Finch  his  sister,  as  a  boy  and  girl  in  1695,  Prince  of  Wales, 
and*  Duke  of  York,  whilst  boys,  in  the  robes  of  the  Garter,  by 
Brompton ;  Dying  Virgin  surrounded  by  angels,  by  Carlo  Dold, 
the  expression  very  fine ;  a  Dead  Ckrist  recumbent  in  the  se* 
pulchre,  and  supported  by  angels,  the  anatonlcai  keeping  and 
mortal  relaxation,  still  seemingly  possessing  a  spirit  of  immortal 
renoration,  are  exquisitely  presenred ;  this  is  by  the  same  master; 
a  Magdalen;  a  Madona,  equal,  if  not  perhaps  superior,  to  any 
thing  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom ;  the  drapery  is  exquisite,  and 
the  living  relief  of  the  thumb  would  gratify  any  person  of  taste, 
even  if  there  was  not  another  picture  in  the  mansion  to  repay  the 
trouble  of  a  journey.  There  are  some  other  fomily  portraits,  but 
none  deserving  particular  notice. 

The  Book  Room  is  an  airy  eheerfal  apartment,  and  ex- 
tl-emely  interesting  from  Uie  number  of  excellent  family  por- 
traits^ eonneeted  both  with  the  public  and  domestic  history  of 
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post  tiaum.  Here  are  Ilnuagc  f  weA,  Earl  ef  NattiMffkam,  tai 
Lord  Cbavelliir  iu  l(i«0,  ia  hn  Uobcs;  l^rd  J*gi-ries.  ma<d 
Uie  Cliaiiccllar  Jctltries  ;  Anne,  Comitcss  ofWinclielsea  and  Nol 
Itn^hain,  ia  il'il;  Daniel, Eari of  Winckeltta,  her  husbaud,  vtio 
built  tie  liouw  I  CharUitle,  Ditckest  ofSomericl,  their  dauglilni 
HoaomrabU  WUUatK  Jinch,  huisband  of  tlie  ventmble  Ladj 
Cliai'lultc  Finch,  and  father  of  the  present  Earl ;  L^djf  CharlMk 
J'aifh,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  I'omrret,  and  GovemesB  ta  the 
Prince^M ;  SopLia  Laily  Lcmpslrr  :  PretinU  Earl  «Imo 
youn^,  as  an  Oxouiati,  in  1771 ;  Charlotte  Herbert,  daugUv 
of  Lord  Pembroke,  wife  of  Lord  Jelferies,  and  gruidiDatUef  cf 
Lady  Ch^irloUe  Finch. 

Prom  this  the  visitor  enters  the  Small  Drbsbing  Rom, 
wbtch  is  rich  in  ornament,  containing  John  dirleret,  Eari  pf 
OmmiUe,  I«rd  Prt^ident  of  Uic  Council  in  1744  ;  a  very  Qui- 
ons  antique  portrait  of  a  lady,  on  board;  Infant  Christ  playiag 
with  flnwera,  an  esquiaite  piece,  in  which  Uie  artiiit  kas  eootrind 
to  niugle  the  m^esty  wid  benevolence  uf  Divinity,  with  all  Ik 
trtleiiB  playfulneas  of  tliu  inlercstios  child;  Sophia,  Covmtttt^ 
GraneiUe,  sister  uf  Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  &c.  The  visitor  wB 
also  nalice  in  tbiH  aparttnent  a  very  ancient  and  highly  eniaa 
cabinet  of  marble  and  spar,  repreeenting  flowers,  Uc.  in  tbeir  ■»• 
tural  colnim. 

The  Little  Beiiroom  h  rather  a  neglected  apartBteot,  ui 
one  which  the  guide  will  pa^K,  unless  the  visilor  expreaaw  a  fu- 
ticular  wish  to  see  it.  Il  will  repay  his  trouble  ;  for  it  ooataitf 
two  or  three  specimena  biglity  deserviug  of  notice.  Then  ■  ■ 
curious  portrait  of  franccf,  Diichesi  of  Somerset.  In  the  m«» 
tt-entb  century  ;  Hb>o  an  ancient  picture,  with  a  collar  of8.& 
wliieh  has  every  appearance  of  being  an  original  of  the  baov 
Vhaxcollor  Bacon  ;  but  tlie  most  remarkable,  and  which  maU 
be  highty  disguBting  and  repulsive,  were  it  not,  for  the  «x^Miilt 
espreisioi)  and  eseculion,  is  a  Bacchanalian  piece,  whidi  tmui- 
fortunately  Kul)i;red  from  Ibc  connuiiiscui'iibip  of  the  genlUiaen  «f 
the  shoulder- kjiot,  ta  whose  accoramottaliuii  titia  ajwrtisentM 


teen  appropnuled  on  cmwded  occasioiiB,  In  thui^  Baecboi  is  n« 
pratented  rMJiag  en  the  boar  at  the  head  of  a  proeeMMNiy  followed 
by  little  drunken  Capida  on  the  goat,  some  of  them  tumbling  off; 
Boieehua  ia  supported  by  inebriated  satyrs^  one  of  whoa  ia  ao 
fir  gone  aa  to  apill  hia  Hqoor ;  these  are  feUewed  by  Bacchaatea^ 
one  of  whom  ia  naked,  and  beating  a  cymbal ;  in  her,  erery  dia- 
guating  idea  eonnected  with  inebriety  and  indeoenoy  in  the  sex 
la  eombined,  yet  the  skill  of  the  artist  is  so  exquisite,  that  it  ia 
impossible  to  examine  the  pieee  without  admiration  at  the  truth 
and  expression  of  his  talent ;  in  abort,  it  speaka  more  than  it 
tttiglit  well  be  supposed  in  tbe  power' of  the  peneil  to  peribnn, 
and  we  must  add,  that  although  this  painting  is  not  fit  ibr  efx- 
^>osure  in  a -fiimifojr,  or  drawing-rseiD,  yet  sueh  is  its  eharader, 
that  it  ought  either  to  be  destreyed,  or  preserved  with  the  strict* 
est  care  /  The  artist  is  unknown,  but  its  style  mueh  resembles 
smother,  whieh  hangs  near  it,  of  Dutch  Akhfmistt  by  Dl 
Ryekaert,  ia  whieh  the  attitades,  expression,  and  employment, 
of  the  figurSa,  joined  to  the  elaborate  minuteness  of  the  accessories, 
and  the  exquisite  finish  of  the  whole,,  point  it  out  as  deserfing  a 
more  conspicuous  situation. 

The  tourist  is  now  led  through  a  Wattiho  Room,  which 
contains  two  or  three  good  detepHine  pieeea,  with  portraita  of 
dogs,  &c. 

The  Ann-RooM  has  two  good  finii  pieces  of  grapes,  aud 
melons,  with  a  portrait  of  a  lady  in  a  Turkish  dreaa,  said  to  be 
by  Rubens,  and  certainly  not  unworthy  of  hia  pencil ;  at  any  rale 
it  deaerres  a  better  place. 

The  LoKG  LiBUART  is  an  ancient  part  of  tiie  old  mansion, 
whieh  was  permitted  to  remain  in  the  laat  re-edifieation.  Ita 
windows,  at  one  -end,  open  into  the  church  yard ;  bat  as  they  seem 
to  be  always  kept  closed,  much  of  the  sombre  eflect  is  pre* 
vented.  It  certainly  is  an  atapleasant  dreumstance  in  the  aitua- 
tton  of  any  hoaae  to  be  so  near  the  abodes  of  depaited  mor- 
tality. The  consciousneBs  of  this  must  always  operate  on  the 
harmleaa  coaviTiality  of  society ;  or  if  it  faita  'in  thai  efiect,  it 
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can  only  do  so  by  dcslroyiiig  seDsalions  that  t 

be  encouraged  (ban  repressed ;  and  lliough  it  nu 

the  xilly  fears  of  gpLosts  aud   hobgoblins  is  now  daily  lot 

ground,  yet  that  partial  good  may  In;  more  thau  counterba 

by  Ihe  unfeeling  habits  acijuired  by  the  frequent  p 

bniyiug-grouiida,  and  the  consequent  coutemptuoua 

the  scattered  relics  of  the  dead,  of  those  whose  bosoms  tl 

«it)i  virtuous  sentiments,  and  «hotie  beads  possessed  more  k 

ledge  and  judgment  Iban  those  of  tbe  untbinking  vteU 

apura  at  and  lautilate  their  remains! 

This  aparbueut,  from  its  situation,  aeems  totally  « 
yet  it  contains  Kome  tbings  worthy  of  notice.  At  one 
«ell  executed  architectural  painting  of  a  college  in  Italy, 
youlb  in  the  attitude  of  study :  this  is  really  a  very  fine  | 
both  for  perspective  and  eseciitinn.  Here  are  also  b 
portnita  of  Sir  Thomas  Barnes ;  Lady  Rich  ;  Sir  Jain  Fim 
Solicitor  General  lo  Charles  II.;  Hcncage,  Earl  of  Aylr^nn 
Lord  C/iancellor  Nollingltam  in  his  robes ;  Citarlfa  11. ; 
old  portrait  of  Lord  Chief  Baron  Bell,  well  wortli  ■ 
female  suckling  her  child,  emblematical  of  Charity ,-  Wti 
ViKouni  Htttton,  who  was  governor  of  Guernsey  «h«n  C 
Comet,  then  liis  residence,  was  blown  np  in  1673;  at  which  ti 
be  escaped  himself,  almost  miraculously,  but  lost  his  moUier  ■) 
Itis  wife ;  ft  vary  cnrioua  large  painting  of  an  old  man's  h 
the  act  of  reading;  over  tlip  chimney-piece.  Lady  Finch  io 
Elizabethan  costume  ;  she  was  mother  of  the  Chancellar, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Bell,  tbe  Lord  Chief  Daroti ;  two  I 
landacapes,  with  classical  stories  introduced,  artist  unknovn,  but 
both  evidently  from  the  same  pencil,  and  possessing  considenble 
merit ;  Lord  Herbert  of  Clitabury,  id  a  Spanish  dress,  and  erit 
dently  an  original. 

The  collection  of  books  in  this  apartment,  though  old,  is  yeka 
very  excellent  one.     Id  ancient  works  of  Natand  Histoiy,  ai 
Anatomy,  it  ia  very  rich;  as  well  04  in  otlier  departments  of  Pg 
tic9  fod  Utera^uie. 
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*■  TheBiLUARD  Room  i»  fittoJ  up  in  tlie=  usual  %i}\e,  and 
/lontains  a  food  portrait  of  Daniel,  Earl  of.Noitinglum,  tUe 
builder  of  the  house;  two  portraits  of  Thomas  Wcniwarthf 
Murqau  of  Mockingham,  and  his  Marchiaaess  ;  Charles  «Sey- 
fMOur,  Duke  of  Somerset;  Vliarlotte  Lis  daughter;  Honourable 
Edward  Finch,  who  was  ambassador  to  the  Russian  Courts  a 
good  portrait. 

I  TheSTAiHCAaB  is  elegantly  painted  in  ^esco,  by  Landscroon, 
and  leads.jto  Ihe  Painted  Saloon,  by  the  same  artiiit.  This 
superb  apartment  is  an  exquisite  specimen  of  architectural  pro- 
portion^ exiejiding  through  the  whole  breadth  of  the  mansion/and 
is  in  length  sixty-six  feet,  in  width  thirty-six,  and  fifty-five 
in  height.  The  very  spirited  fresco  paintings,  which  adorn  its 
^alls,  wer9  executed  by  the  admired  artist  in  17ll|  aad  rcprc- 
fient  in  an  eaayj  uatural,  manner,  with  every  attention  to  histo- 
rical truth  both  in  figures  and  in  costume,  the  Life,  Triumplis, 
;and  Death,  of  Junius  Ciesar. 

The  views  fit>m  the  windows  of  tliis  saloon  are  very  fine,  and 
j8xbibit  the  gardens  and  grounds  to  great  advantage. 

From  this  we  enter  tlie  State  Dressing  Room,  the  first  of  a 
long  range. joI  apartments  hang, with  some  very  haudsonie  Dutch 
tapestry.  ,  It  cpMtiuns  a  portrait,  sitting,  of  Climes  II. ;  another 
of  his  brother  Henry,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  whp  died  during  his 
unhappy  father^s  lif&>tiine ;  he  is  in  armour;  and  one  oi  James H. 
whilstDuke  of  York. 

The  State  Bed  Room  has  a  good  half  length  of  James  L 
.another,  same  size,  of  Charles  I.  and  a  good  whole  length  of  fVil* 
ham  III. 

The  Dressing  Room  attached  to  this  apartment,  is  oma- 
.  mented  with  a  good  painting  of  Queen  Henrietta  Maria ;  Mary 
.  Hyde,  first  wife  of  James  the  Second ;  and  Catharine,  Queen  of 
Charles  the  Second. 

In  two  adjoining  Bed-rooms^  both  furnished  with  very  hand- 
some tapestry,  there  are  several  curious  antique  paintings ;  one 
^o(  a  young  My,  in  1619;,  three  ancient  pieces  on  board,  &- 
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m&Ie  portraits;  the  Earl  tmd  Cowtteti  of  Tkanei;  and  I 
son  Thomas  Tnfton,  Earl  of  Thuiel,  ufao  A«d  at  the  ag««(q 
in  Kits. 

The  whole  of  this  most  superb  maasjoD  is  ntMt  elegantly  fl 
nished ;  the  bedchambers  nrc  numerous;  aud  even  the  opartaiM 
designed  for  shew  and  state,  arc  still  not  (ou  magnificent  [• 
comfortable. 

The  Gardens  and  Gnmnds  are  iteeo  to  jifreat  ndmntage  11 
the  houtii  front,  and  eastern  wing  of  (he  house  ;  the  west 
occupied  by  the  cfanrch  and  its  surrotiniling  cemelwy  ;  x 
TiewR  from  the  terreee,  and  of  the  house  from  ilflfereiit  p 
the  ^ardeo,  are  vfry  striking.  The  ^atAtn*  have  eiioa^h  of  4 
ancieot  regularity  of  alleys,  lawns,  and  parteiws,  to  Mrve  ■ 
specimen  of  that  style,  and  they  liave  at  the  same  time  ei 
of  the  modern  taste,  to  shew  that  art  lioa  been  but  the  han^ 


But  the  most  ititeresting  prospect  about  the  honae  ia  from  ll 
roof  whii-h  looks  down  upon  the  grounds  and  park,  as  on  a 
and  from  whence,  indeed,  the  visitor  may  sec  the  whole  oT  this  i 
minutivc  county. 

The  Church  is  a  plain  neat  bailding,  embosomed  hi  trees ; 
the  whole  vicinity  very  appropriately  joins  its  neatnesa  with  tl 
magnificence  of  the  lordly  mansion. 

ASHWELL  lies  a  short  distance  to  the  north-west  of  BnrleJ^I 
on  the  Hill.     It  now  contains  only  thirty -six  hoiisps,  and  193  H 
habitants  j  but  was  of  sufBdent  conseqntmce  at  the  Nnnnan  Svi^l 
■  Vfy  to  be  very  particularly  noticed.      In  the  Saxon  times  it  • 
called  Exwell;    and  in  Domesday -book  it  appears, 
HaroMoN  held  here  two  carucatea  of  land:  but  the  arable  lai 
was  six  caracates ;  and  there  were  two  eanieates  held  bj  « 
Gozelinus,  on  which  only  there  wei-e  thirteen  villeins,  and  ti 
hordarii,  or  cottagers,  all  of  whoiu  had  among  them  live  caniesle^ 
and  sixteen  acres  of  meadow.    At  thin  time,  too,  its  ralae  waa  in-    ' 
creased  to  six  pounds  from  one  hmidred  shillings,  which  it  had 
beea  estimated  at  in  the  reign  of  the  C'oorcasor.     From  this  p*- 
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rioJL  viM'llie  imgn  of  Edwiu-j  II.  we  find  no  actowit  of  it ;  it 
WHS  then  th«  pro^tCTty  of  the  funity  of  Tuthtt,  and  Sir  Joha 
Tuchct,  Kilt  in  the  33d  year  of  Edward  III.  acknowledged  him- 
self to  hold  thii  manor  from  Edward  the  Black  Priooe,  as  part  of 
the  land*  of  Robert  de  BruH,  atttiintH  of  high  treason.  It  passed 
afterwards  to  Henry  Vlil.  who  granted  it  to  itritui  Palmer,  who 
fixed  his  habitation  in  this  placu,  which  thence  hecame  the  seat  of 
hi*  posterity  for  leveral  geaeratioos.  It  haa  since  passed  through 
aeverul  handa. 

Daring  the  Catholic  times,  the  Hoepltal  of  Burton  Lazors  in 
Leiceslershire  held  some  lands  liere :  but  they  were  granted,  at 
the  DiRsnlatinn,  to  the  Dudley  ^lily. 

Tlie  cliurch  ia  ancient,  and  contains  three  rery  antiqae  altar- 
moimmeiita;  one  of  them  is  of  wood,  and  has  a  curious  fii^ure  of  a 
cross-leggi^l  kni^lit,  a  crusader,  in  coatofmaLI.  Another  is  of 
Btone,  to  the  memory  of  an  eccleaiastic,  who  ia  represented  in  hia 
aacerdnlal  roheB.  The  third  ia  jn  the  ohancet,  and  has  the  effigies 
chaced  on  it,  of  John  Vemam,  and  Rose,  hia  wife,  about  1479  ; 
tbeir  son,  John,  waa  prcbeodwy  of  tli6  cathedml  cltnrches  of 
Balisbury  and  Hereford. 

A  braM  plate  in  the  church  records  a  aingalar  instance  of  ho- 
neit  industry,  and  of  liberal  charity,  which  must  not  pas*  unno- 
ticed. 

"  Elizabeth  Wiloos,  born  in  thiii  town,  but  living  in  Derby- 
ahire,  in  the  condition  of  a  ttreavl,  did,  in  the  year  1648,  givo 
and  bequeath  the  rent  of  a  tenement,  situate  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Peter  at  Derby,  of  the  value  of  seven  pounds  per  annum,  to  the 
poor  for  ever,  viz.  one  moiety  thereof  to  (he  poor  of  (his  town ; 
the  other  to  be  cqnally  divided  between  the  poor  of  SI.  Peter's 
parish  iu  Derby,  and  the  poor  of  Elvaston,  in  that  county, 
yearly." 

It  is  nnly  further  necessary  to  notice  a  Mr.  Thomas  Mason, 
who  was  rector  of  this  parruh  in  the  reign  of  Cbarleii  ! 
ateady  loyalist  he  became  obnoxions  to  the  Ptirilanic  party  ;  was 
wvcral  times  impruoned,  plnndered,  bimI  othcnriac  nnfaeitaJ. 
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Oa  tws  difleMnt  occaAioiM  be  was  Kent  prisoner  to  V«tliii^ 
Castlf,  for  tt.i<)ine  the  Common  Prs>'er  iii  privat)?  faintUe 
became  at  lengll)  so  mucli  of  th«  cburcli  militant,  tliat  lie  a< 
got  the  command  of  an  iodepeDdont  coin]>uiy  at  Bdvuir-jQasdl 
&nd  ouce  escorted  his  royal  nmster  fi^ui  Nottark  to  Banbury. 

The  country  round  lV|ss£»piNt  is  von  hilly, .  rmd  fiDcIy4 
verallied  ;  and  its  ancient  cliurch  is  au  inlervaUng  object  i 
landscope.  This  place  eiislcd  in  Saxon  limes,  and  (he  i 
was  then  valued  at  eight  pounds  ptr  anniini ;  its  original  n 
beii^  ffickingedinc.  Immediately  after  ibe  Normaii  ( 
it  waa  held  by  Earl  Waltheof;  and  at  the  lime  of  ihe  Sur 
vRs  the  property  of  his  Tidov,  Judith,  Countess  of  Hmilingi 
being  then  estimated  at  thirteen  pounds  per  anuuni.  cont& 
thirteen  carucates,  in  which  were  twenly-Mven  villeiiut  a 

In  the  interval  between  that  period  and  the  rojgn  of  Edwar 
it  appears  to  have  heen  divided  in  various  hands;  and  was 
the  prvperty   of  the  families  of  Wake,    Helewelb',  Ifarriogli 
and  Whittlsbury.    The  greatest  part  of  the  maiior,  on  tbe  4 
«if  the  last  Lord  Wake,  went  hj  his  sister  Margaret,  to  the  li 
laa&j  Earls  of  Keirt;  tlien  by  heiresses  to  ItlortiBQr, 
Uaich,  to  Charlton,  Lord  of  fowis,  and  to  Grey ;  t'ttd  sii 
lo  the  Sherards,  Earls  of  Harborough,  who  had  an  ancient  > 
here. 

The  ancient  chtirch  cnnlains  io  Ihe  chanc«l  an  slidmsffr  ti 
br  Bartliolomew  Villers,  second  son  of  William  ViUcrs  . 
by,  in  Leicestershire,  and  Margaret,  his  wife,;  but  even  in 
early  part  of  the  last  century,  this  was  so  much  defaced,  I 
was  impossible  to  ascertain  her  family,  though  it  h  believed  tl 
she  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  HolanJ,  Earl  of  Kent. 

We  6nd  it  recorded  of  this  church,  that  it  is  a  vicarage  viJm 
in  the  king's  books  at  only  seven  pounds  and  one  aliiltlnf;,  wbid 
even  loO  years  ago,  was  so  amall  a  suiu  for  the  support  of  a  ^ 
gyman,  that  the  benevolent  Henry  Forslcr,   of  Tlnstleloi 
additios  to  his  other  charitiea  in  Uiis  cooaty,  gave  and  gn 
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tAi pound*  per  uumm.onl  of  hiHL'staleB  inSwiaesheMlatiit  Rack- 
minstcr,  in  Lincolnaiiirc,  for  the  perpetual  augmentation  of  this 
UfJDg'.  It  i»  also  a  curious  fuct,  Ihnl  in  llie  reiijn  of  Edward  1. 
the  advoWHOii  of  the  church  was  in  the  monastery  of  Liudorcs 
in  Scotland;  for  it  appears  that  Sir  John  Sniiihouruc,  Kcit.  and 
Friar  John  dr  Lindoreii,  as  procuratortt  for  that  monaatery,  pre- 
sented to  the  church  j  but,  in  the  succeeding  reign,  it  was  alien- 
ated to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Semprin^^hain  in  i.incoluiihire. 

Tf.igh  ia  a  smun  vilbgc  in  this  neighbourjiood.  pEeauanlly 
situated,  and  commanditig  a.  fine  prospect  over  Leicestcrsihire. 
It  is  dcBchbcd  iu  Com csday- hook,  as  having  been  the  property  of 
Godwin  before  the  Conquest,  when  it  was  cont<idered  as  amount- 
iug  to  live  carucates.  At  the  Survey  it  appears,  however,  lo 
have  undergone,  like  moat  other  manors,  a  change  of  mantcrs, 
and  was  then  in  the  liaiids  of  Robert  Malli^t,  who  held  two  caiu- 
cates ;  there  were  also  fidccn  villeins  who  held  fuur  carucatea  i 
and  a  meadow  of  four  fiirlouirs  in  length,  and  as  many  in  breadth, 
with  a  mill  of  two  shillings  value;  the  whole  of  wjiicb,  ac- 
cording to  the  compulation  of  that  period,  amounted  lo  four 
pounds.  The  J'oivillet,  who  were  a  very  ancient  family  in  this 
county,  though  now  Mcallered,  possessed  this  manor  soon  after- 
wards ;  and  they  must  at  that  time  have  been  of  coniiiderable  con- 
■ei|ucnce,  for  John  de  Folvillc,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  was 
knight  of  the  chire  in  several  Parliaments ;  and,  in  the  2^th  of 
that  monarch's  rcigu,  had  summons  to  attend  the  royal  standard, 
with  horse  and  arms,  well  Ulted,  at  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  on  the 
nativity  of  St.  John  the  fiaptiat,  ia  the  prosecntion  of  the  Scot- 

Thc  family  seems  after  this  to  have  moved  their  residence; 
for  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  lord  of  Ihi* 
manor  was  designated  aa  Johu  Folville,  of  Ashby  Folville  in 
Lc-iceslerahire ;  and  the  manor  seems  then  to  have  gone  to  a 
^nior  branch  ;  for  there  is  a  grunt  iu  trust  of  his  esccution,  to 
William  Kaythorp,  parson  of  Teigh  church,  of  the  manor  and 
fifipurtcaauces  then  held  iu  dower  by  Alice  dc  Folville,  widow  of 
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his  blhtr,  Eoatace.  This  tnist,  tweDty-one  \<: 
waB  fultille^  by  Kaythorpe's  cenTeysnce  of  the  taaoor  t 
tecond  son,  Sir  Jeffrey  Polville.  Knt.  and  l8abd,  his  wrfe. 
Jefirey,  on  the  dea.th  of  his  elder  brother  without  iamiei,  I 
heir  to  the  family  estates  ;  but  this  manor  appears  to  have  Wn 
•old  euon  anerwxrds  to  the  family  of  Hdeweil,  «1io«e  herraa 
uaming  an  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord  Harborougb,  tb«  immt 
bas  passed  into  their  possession. 

The  cluirch  is  quite  in  the  style  of  the  rural  Gothir,  and  run- 
tsins  nothing  worthy  particular  notice ;  except  a  grarc-trtone  it 
the  centre  of  the  chancel  for  an  honebt,  loyal,  Scotchman,  James 
Adamson,  who  died  here  in  1661,  after  having  been  rN4or  fat 
thiTty>one  years,  and  having  suliered  much  for  liis  atta«luii«nt  i" 
his  king  during  the  unljappy  times  of  Charles. 

Market  Overton  has  atforded  considerable  gronitds  for  c«if)M- 
tare  and  disputation  to  the  antiqnaries  of  this  county.  Grttwak 
eervcs,  that  the  only  Roman  station  in  Ihia  eounty  ia  aaid  by  mnm 
to  have  been  here,  aod  supposed  to  have  been  the  MargidunMi 
of  Antoninus,  pHrticularly  as  many  Roman  coins  httT«  bM«  tig 
nphere;  and  in  the  Bihliollieca  Topograpbira,*  theMm«idMii 
Started ;  Init  this  seems  to  have  been  taken  fWim  CoradeD,  tad 
other  writers;  for  he,  in  bis  first  eilKion  of  his  Britannia,  asserti, 
that  Market  Overton  is  n  corruption  of  Margidunum ;  or,  at  leaM, 
that  "  Overton"  is  an  addition  only  of  receut  dale  in  bis  time, 
from  its  situation  on  a  hill,  and  thns  bein^  ^ove,  or  over,  the 
ether  villages  in  its  vicinity.  Mr.  Wright,  in  contrwIiotiM  to 
this,  says,  that  here  was  (brmerly  a  market,  and  that  tha  n»—> 
is  derived  from  that  circumstance ;  hut  for  this  asscrtisn  there  i* 
no  proof  that  can  be  adduced,  eifccpt  there  having  been  a  mariLet 
here,  appointed  by  a  charter  of  Bartholomew  Lord  Badlesmere. 
Camden,  indeed,  seems  to  have  changed  his  opininn,  aad  acta* 
ally,  in  a  subsequent  edition,  stated,  that  Bclvoir  CaBlI«  was  IIm 
true  Margidunnm  ;  hut  in  this  he  has  again  brpn  contradicted  ;  tA 
teTeial  commcntatora  have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  hia  fint  pea^ 
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lien  Wis  connect^  and  iliitl  for  ieveral  reaaoni.  The  fimt  is^  tkat 
many  Soman  o#iii«^  as  alnsady  noticed^  have  been  fouAd  dare ;  and 
another  which,  however,  maat  be  considered  aa  liable  to  contio* 
vtrsy,  on  aaoountof  olher  alationa  not  being  correctly  ascertained 
Is,  that  the  Itinerary  distances  answer  correctly ;  for  from  beoee 
to  GmtuamsB,  or  Erag  Cisterton,  is  six  miles ;  to  Verometum,  or 
Buigh-hall,  b  seven  miles ;  to  Ad  Pontem,  or  Great  Paunton,  in 
seven  miles  also ;  the  third,  on  which  also  great  stress  has  beea 
laid,  is,  tbatMtfTfa  is  foond  here,  from  whence  the  name  of  i%£sr« 
githmum  first  took  its  rise ;  for  Mmrga,  (say  the  advocates  of  this 
theory,)  was  used  to  improve  the  ground ;  and  limestone  is  useA 
by  ua  to  imiprove  the  ground ;  and  limestone  is  found  at  Market 
Overton;  therefore  Marga  is  limestone,  and  Morgidunum  is 
Market  Overton* 

But  aU  this  is  denied  by  Horsley  and  others,  who,  altliough 
they  confess  that  it  was  called  Market  Overton  before  the  esta* 
blishment  of  the  market  there,  and  of  course  could  not  possibly 
have  derived  its  name  by  anticipation,  yet  assert^  that  the  real 
Margidunnm  was  at  East  Bridgeford  in  Nottinghamshire ;  whiiiit 
the  distances  can  be  of  no  avail,  as  the  towns  or  stations  above 
specified  were  aetnally  in  dififerent  situations. 

It  is  nnfortnnate  in  this  case,  for  the  honour  of  its  antiquity^ 
that  the  different  antiqoariea  who  have  entered  the  lists,  have 
come  cased  up  in  the  mail  of  prejudice ;  the  latter  parl|coiariy« 
who  deny  the  origin  of  the  name  from  the  Roman  appellation, 
are  bound  to  suppdrt  their  opinion  through  thick  and  thin ;  for 
if  Market  Overton  is  really  and  truly  the  Maigidunam  of  Aate- 
ntnna,  it  wonld  not  only  upset  the  handsome  and  well-twisted 
theories  of  Horsley,  and  others,  but  might  also  tend  to  settle 
with  such  accuracy,  the  difiSsrent  stations,  that  there  would  be  nQ 
Jieid  of  cwijeciure  left,  a  thing  which  all  zealous  antiquarian 
controversialists  must  sincerely  deplore  ;  for  if  there  is  no  doubly 
there  can  be  no  discussion  f  and,  without  discussion,  of  wbiit  use 
are  either  ingenuity  of  conjecture,  or  the  bold  hardihood  of  asser- 
tion ?  . 
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tut  to  com<  down  to  a  period  of  certainly, 

c  property  of  EaH  1 


G  this 


is  tlie  p 


Ibe  Sasou  times  tl 

■nd  Ih&t  at  the  Normau  S 

lelict,  Ihe  ConnteBs  Juditl: 

rantaiued  in  tlie  whuld  twelve  carncatea ;  three   of  tbeoe  wot 

iu  the  tianda  of  t)ie  Countess  ;  uiiil  there  were  nine  Villcina  and 

«igbt  Borduiii,  wlio  had  nine  canicat^A  and  forty  ncres  of  inea> 

dow.     Besides  this,  there  wb&  a  wood  i>(  a  mile  in  lengtb,  aud 

bsif  aa  mneh  in  breadth;  and  the  whale  was  then   valued  at 

tw<'nty  pounds ;  though,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  llui  Coafqai 

it  had  been  estimated  ouly  at  twelve. 

From  thia  limo  we  know  nothing  of  the  place  anttl  the  ftM 
year  of  Edward  11.   1:11^,  when  .it  was  held   by    fiaf 
Lord  Dadlesmere,  who   then   ublalned  a  charter  for   a  i 
market  at  this  place  ou  Tuesday  ;  nnd  for  two  annual  birs,  i 
OR  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of  John  Port-Latin  :  and  ttie  olh 
on  the  eve,  day,  and  morruw,  of  St.  Luke  the  Evaugelist,  (fitha 
May,  and  ll^th  of  October. 

Tbia  boioo  seems  to  havt;  been  iti  oppoiititm  ,-  and  bavinj 
been  ovtvotcd  in  ike  Jield  at  the  battle  of  Borough  bridge,  be  wu 
■ilenced,  not  by  a  jienEioit  or  place,  bnt  by  a  stronger  tine  of  n^ 
l^umenj,  bcin^  hanged  at  Canterbury,  and  ijnartered ;   bat  hd^ 
■Du,  Giles,  wax  permitted  iu  the  eusuing  reign  to  inherit  li 
father's  lands. 

Giles,  Lord  Badlesmere,  dying  withoal  issue,  tliis  n 
afterwards  divided  amongst  his  uisters  nnd  coheireHea,  by  vhM 
it  went  to  the  Verex,  EarU  of  Oxford,  aud  to  tlie  Lord  TVbt 
but  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  thu  parauouiit  lord ;  and  b«  bei^ 
attainted  in  the  reign  of  Edward  [V.  this  manor  was  givra  b 
that  monarch  to  hit  brother,  afterwards  Richard  IIL  On  I 
1  of  Henry  Vil,  the  estates  were  again  Tosloral  to  / 
brey  de  Vere,  then  Earl  of  Oxford. 

It  next  passed,  (tliough  it  is  unuortain  in  what  maaner,)  t 
Hfi\T\  Court<iigy,  Marquis  of  Exeter,  a  great  favourite  tf  Ruwy 
VIII.   who  haviu^  uufurlunatdy  displeased  bin  royal  patron,  ky 
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Mb  op^KMilbn  tb  the  ttnppresiuoii  of  religiouB  estabtiiiltdieiitB. 
aocofled  of  a  eorrespondenoe  with  Curilinal  Poole^  which  was 
considered  at  taRtamoiiiit  to  high  treason;  and  accuiaiion  in 
thai  reign  heing  only  another  word  for  c<mvicHim,  both  he  and 
hts  marcbionem  were  Benteaced  to  death.  The  whole  of  hia 
calales  thua  merging  lo  the  crown,  these  lands  have  since  bo* 
coBM  the  property  of  varioaa  individuals.  In  its  present  state, 
the  ▼tUage  is  dean  and  comfortable ;  not  very  lively,  owing  to 
its  distance  from  a  post  road ;  bat  being  in  the  midst  of  a  fertiio 
country,  it  possesses  an  appearance  of  plenty  and  comibrt  TIf 
church  is  a  very  neat  Ciothic  edifice,  and  is  kept  in  good  repair^ 
and  in  very  excellent  order,  much  to  the  credit  of  those  who 
have  the  charge  of  it.  There  are  several  antique  looking  man- 
sions in  the  village,  which  mark  the  manners  of  ancient  times ; 
and  the  scenery  around  it  being  well  wooded,  tlie  ground 
considerably  broken  so  as  to  appear  picturesque,  and  the  viewa 
pleasing  and  extensive,  the  tourist  will  not  find  half  a  day  ill 
spent  at,  and  in  the  vicinity  of.  Market  Overton. 

Barrow  is  a  small  hamlet  which  lies  in  a  retired  situation,  a 
little  to  the  west  of  the  high  road.  It  is  not  SMBtioned  earlier  than 
the  year  1315,  when  it  was  called  BcighdoB,  and  was  in  the  pos« 
sessioa  of  the  fiunily  of  De  Colville.  Robert  De  Colville  dying 
soon  alter  without  issue,  it  went  by  his  sisters  and  coheiresses 
to  Ralph  Basset,  and  John  de  Gonmon*  From  these  it  passed^ 
through  Wystauand  Nicholas,  to  the  Harrington  /amily,  who 
held  it,  in  socage,  of  the  manor  of  Bourne  the  property  of  tlia 
Eaiis  of  Exeter :  and  it  has  since  passed  through  several  hands. 

CoTESMORB,  about  one  mile  sovtii  from  Barrow,  is  a  small^ 
and  quite  a  rustic,  village.  In  the  Saxon  times  it  appesfs  to 
have  been  tke  property  of  Goda,  being  tlien  valued  at  sevea 
pounds,  but  was  soon  divided  among  the  Norman  chiefii.  The 
Conqueror  himself  held  three  carucatcs  hue  in  demesne  at  the 
lime  of  tlie  Survey;  and  had  also  three  socmen,  with  forty  viU 
kias,  and  six  bordarii,  occupying  twenty  carucates.  It  was  thei^ 
iwitimaled  in  tfaa  whole  at  ton  pounds ;  but  there  were,  besidea  the 
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MMne  consequence  iu  Saxon  iimes^  being  valued^  in  tbe  re^itf  ■ 
Edward  the  Confessor^  at  scTen  pounds,  and  conmting^  of  oelt  \ 
canicates ;  it  w»b  tlien  principally  the  property  of  Godm,    ^k  ' 
Norman  monarch  seems  to  have  taken  a  Imncy  to  this  place  kiBMif. 
for  he  held  here,  in  demesne,  two  cmmcates,  and  had  thiitr-tts  , 
villeins,  together  with  four  bordarii,   who,  altogether,  oeoprf 
eight  carucates,  one  mill,  and  seven  acres  of  meadow.    Its  vk  ■ 
most  have  improved  after  the  Conquest;  for  in  Domesday  Mil  '• 
is  stated  to  be  worth  ten  pounds. 

A  few  years  afterwards  it  appears  to  have  been  granted  kytk 
crown  to  the  Newborghs,  then  Earls  of  Warwick  ;  for  Roger,  <k 
second  Earl,  in  the  reign  of  Stephen,  gave  eleven  shillings  ycaly 
rent  out  of  his  mill  here,  to  the  Knights    Templars,  Uigrt^ 
with  four  bovates  or  oxgangs.     Prom  this  Aimily  it  Ibllovc^  t^  i 
other  estates  and  title  to  the  Beaucliamps,  until  the  foHeitsreif  \ 
Thomas  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwickj.  in  the  reign  of  RichaHlL 
when  that  monarch  granted  it  to  Thomas  Mowbray^  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham.    It  then  went  to  the  Nevilles,  and  from  them  retine4 
to  the  crown ;  after  which  it  was  granted  by  Edward  VI.  to  kii 
sister,   Elizabeth,  afterwards  queen,  being  then  valued  at  ssh 
4^(51.  lis.  little  more  than  double  whut  it  was  mted  at  in  Domcf- 
day  book.     But  she  did  i.ot  hold  it  lon^,  as  it    uas  soon  aAk 
granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheyney,  Knt.  by  knight's  sen  ice,  uml 
alienated  by  him  to  Francis,  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  iig^ain  disposed 
of  it  to  the  Harringtons :  from  them  by  purchase  to   the  N(k;1s. 
who  sold  it  to  Viiliers,  Duke  uf  Buckingham,  and  again  sold  by 
him  to  the  ancestor  of  the  present  Earl  of  Wiuclielsea. 

The  rectory  of  this  church  belonged  to  the  priory  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  at  Warwick ;  and  in  the  n*i^n  of  Kdward  VI. 
was  farmed  at  41.  Gs.  8d.  but  afterwards  passed  along  with  the 
estates.  The  living  of  course  is  a  vicarage,  and  that  so  very 
small,  that  a  late  Earl  of  Nottingham  gave  up  great  part  of  the 
tythes  to  the  amount  at  that  time  of  eight  pounds  per  annum; 
and  the  benevolent  Henry  Foster,  of  Thistleton,  gave  up  all  his 
right  to  some  tythes  in  the  parish,  amounting  then  to  fifteen 

pounds. 
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pounds.  This  also  is  one  of  the  parishes  to  which  he  bequeathed 
ten  pounds  per  annum  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor  children  in 
reading  the  bible,  and  learning  the  catechism,  &c.  The  number 
of  children  to  be  educated  was  formerly  settled  at  twenty.  ' 

Thistleton  is  a  small  ifiUage,  on  the  Tery  verge  of  the  shire, 
and  principally  remarkable  as  having  been  tiie  residence  of  Mr. 
Henry  Foster,  who  died  in  1702,  by  whose  benevolence  so  many 
otherwise  helpless  children  have  received  the  rudiments  of  a  de^ 
cent  education  in  different  parishes  of  the  county. 

In  the  Saxon  times  it  was  the  property  of  Erich  and  of  Si' 
ward,  being  then  two  manors,  and  then  valued  at  forty  shillings  ; 
but  at  the  Norman  Survey,  when  it  was  called  ''  Tistorton^''  it 
became  principally  the  property  of  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon, 
and  of  Alured  de  Lincoln,  who  had  then  three  carucates,  on  which 
were  nine  villeins  and  two  bordarii ;  the  whole  being  valued  at 
100  shillings. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  it  was  the  estate  of  Sir  Hugh  de 
Bussey,  Knt.  who  was  one  of  those  that  received  summons  to 
attend  with  horse  and  arms  at  Berwick-upon-Tweed  at  the  Scot- 
tish wars.  With  this  family  it  remained*  until  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  when  Anne,  the  sole  heiress,  canied  it  to  Sir 
Edmund  Bnidenell  by  purchase,  whose  fietmily  appears,  about  this  \ 
period,  to  have  made  gieat  purchases  in  the  county,  and  to  have 
been  of  considerable  consequence  long  before  their  elevation  to 
the  peerage  as  Earls  of  Cardigan. 

Here  is  a  seat  belonging  to  George  Fludyer,  Esq.  plain,  neat, 
and  comfortable. 

Near  Stocking  is  a  seat  of  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcoto,  but  occu- 
pied by  General  Grosvenor ;  and  on  the  high  road  side  is  the 
well-known  "  Ram  Jam  Inn,''  which  has  long  been  a  house  of 
call  for  the  coaches  on  the  great  north  road,  though  nothing  bet- 
ter than  a  lone  public  house.  On  the  same  road,  and  all  within 
the  compass  of  a  few  miles,  are  two  others,  the  New  Inn,  an4 
the  Greaikam  Itm,  both  used  as  posting  and  as  baiting  houses. 

G  2  Stuetton 

■*  Much  may  be  fuund  ofi  tbl|  lubjfct  in  the  Hatl.  Coll.  No.  f 756 . 
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StsttTon  is  a  small  but  anticine  vill.if^e,  abont  a  quarter  *J  > 
luile  ftom  the  north  road,  and  not  far  from  the  Ran  Jau  Idl 
It  has  the  reraaiii!!  of  an  ancient  manor-house,  still  inh«btLiJ. 
and  a.  very  curious  old  church.  It  is  famous  for  an  olJ  prg?erli 
of  "  StrettoQ  ID  the  Street,  wbcre  Shrews  mett."  as  they  do, 
!iays  Grose,  '•  in  every  other  toini  aud  villajfe  in  the  kii)|ploB , 
but,"  he  adds,  "  from  the  manoer  it  is  here  eKpressed,  one  tutglil 
be  ted  to  ttiippoFie  that  the  ShrewH  or  Eiieland  were  k  body  <«■■ 
porali',  and  Slretton  their  common  meeting -place."  Whateva 
may  have  been  llie  roundatinn  Tor  tiiia  pieoe  of  proverbial  acamh]. 
thr  editor  of  thciie  wheels  must  confess  that,  as  far  as  his  oWr- 
tationa  went,  there  was  no  apparent  reason  for  it  when  he  m 
ttiere;  but  thia  may  perhaps  be  accounteil  for  by  the  fact,  lUt 
his  visit  bein^  in  a  busy  hurvest  time,  all  the  fair  inhabitUiD  of  i 
(his  shrewiali  viltugfl  were  in  thejieldt. 

At  the  Nunrian  Survey  it  was  a  hamlet  of  Market  Ovrrtw. 
auil  heloiiged  to  Judith,  Counteag  of  HuntiogdoB,  who, 
stories  told  about  her  by  antiquarian  newsmongers  be  true,  ni 
perhaps  the  greatest  shrew  of  Ibe  manor ;  aa  Alured,  the  Saira, 
Woald  DO  doubt  have  agreed  to,  after  she  had  dispoBsessed  bin  d 
one-feurth  port  of  it  which  he  held  previous  to  the  CniMjuesI,  ui 
for  some  time  afterwitrds.  It  afterwards  came  to  the  family  rf 
Segrave,  and  was  held  by  them  of  the  crown  by  the  service  W 
one  clove  gilliflower.  An  heirusc  carried  it  to  the  Botiuna ; 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  it  appears  to  have  belonged  to  Him- 
phrey  Duke  of  Gloucester,  with  whom  all  shrews,  bolb  o(  thit 
and  other  towns,  ought  to  be  sent  to  dine,  whenever  ihej  ^d(^ 
mpt  the  harmony  of  a  domestic  parly. 

To  this  good  duke  the  people  of  Stretton  were  murk  indebted; 
for,  at  his  earnest  request,  hi>  royal  brotber  granted  that  oU  tki 
teuants  of  the  manor,  their  lieirsi,  and  successors,  ahould  be  (il 
ever  free,  and  exonerateil  from  all  tenths  and  f|untaB  of  tentbi, 
either  of  goods  or  chatlcJB,  which  might  be  grunted  in  Parlii* 
uient  from  the  laity,  and  that  they  should  be  only  tauced  tu  Uw 
flfteenlh,   afler  the  same  mauner  as  the  boroughs  aud    aiicieit 

TillaC«t 
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villages  which  wcra  demesne  or  the  crown.  At  (lie  same  time 
the  men  of  Stretton  were  pardoued  of  ail  debts,  actions,  and  de- 
mands, then  due  to  the  king ;  ar]d  it  is  not  impoHSible  that  the 
pjod  Hiimphrev  intended  this  as  a  kind  of  aet  off  for  their  aur- 
ferinjj'ii  under  the  before  recited  proverb. 

The  manor  afternards  went  to  Die  Harringlnns,  and  from  them 
to  the  NoeU.  with  whose  heirs  we  believe  it  remaius. 

About  two  miles  further  to  the  southward  is  the  Five  Mitt 
Cross,  which  is  tlioiiglit  to  have  been  in  existence  iu  the  Roin;tn 
times  as  a  point  of  sepaiation  for  their  teveral  roads  which  crossed 
here  :  for  from  hence  a  way  branches  out  from  the  Ermine^trcet, 
(which  ruDB  elese  by  the  side  of  the  present  highway,  cniHsiiig  it 
in  one  or  two  places,  owini;  to  the  undidaliiiy  line  of  the  lutter,) 
that  sccmE  to  have  been  of  the  kind  called  "  vite  vicinales,"  and 
leads  tn  the  different  stations  of  Margiduuum,  &c.*  From  this 
spot  a  road,  winding  round  Exloa  park  pnling.  leads  to  the 
village  of  EsTON,  which  is  but  little  more  than  a.  hoihII  hnnilet, 
having  nothing  to  boast  of  but  its  church,  and  the  onct-  elegant 
antique,  but  now  half  burnt  down,  mansion  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Gaimiborough  ;  butlt  these,  however,  are  Gtill  ButKcieiitly  ciirioui 
to  arrest  the  footsteps  of  the  inquisitive  traveUer. 

At  the  period  of  the  Saxon  Survey  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Confessoi',  then  called  Exeutunc,  it  was  valued  at  eight  pouuds; 
but,  at  the  Norman  Survey,  it  appear^i  that  it  consisted  of  eleven 
carucates,  two  mills,  a  meadow  six  furlongs  in  length,  and  a  wood 
«f  live  furlongs  square  ;  on  which  were  thirty-seveu  villeins-  the 
whole  valued  at  tea  pounds,  and  the  property  of  the  Couut<.'s<! 
Judith.  Her  daughter  and  heiress,  Maud,  married  David,  the 
Scottish  prince,  aflerwaids  king,  and  Earl  of  Huntingdon  in 
right  of  bis  wife.  From  hence  it  fiasaed  by  an  heiress  to  the 
Brucen,  afterwards  on  the  Scottish  throne ;  and  the  lands  of  thul 
family  in  England  being  forfeited  in  the  cotitesls  between  the 
two  kiagdome,  this  manor  was  granted  to  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Green,  from  whon  it  went  to  Cnlpepei^  and  tlien  to  the  Ilar- 
G3 
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ringlolw,  who  held  it  iirarly  six  centuries  ;  but  havinq^  «oW  4 
Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  it  litvumc  the  seat  of  the  Gttiiislraroug^li  fam. 
atul  is  now  the  property  of  tUcirhtir. 

The  villuge  IB  raitxisoinecl  in  trees :  and  tlie  Church,  which  in 
cnnsiileretl   a»   llie   liaiidHometit    in  the  rounly,  lias   a   vcrv    fine 
effect  at  a  diataiirc,  and  even   improves  upon  approach. 
)ower  part  of  the  tnver  is  square,  nitli  Inirers  ut  the  cor 
oiiuuncnted  vIIIj  pinnacles,  and  of  conHideratite  height, 
tagoiia}  tover,  embattled,  rises  from  tlii^,  &om  wlitnce  sprii^ 
lofty,  light,  tafjMT  spire,  lighted  at  inteirals  by  open  win 
and  the  -whole  chastely  Gothic. 

The  interior  is  strictly  Gotiiic,  and  kept  extTrmehr  neatd 
clean.  Ita  decomtioni,  too,  linie  been  ven  judicioualy  pre 
iu  tiie  antique  style;  and  all  the  tpandrils  of  the  arclie«  are  a 
ports  Ibr  tlie  bannera  of  the  Harrington  ond  Not-I  families,  i 
{Miiied  hy  their  tabards,  pennons,  anil  helmets,  altogether  pre 
ing-  rich  ideas  of  Uuthic  times  und  manners.  The  rcgnlai 
pniol  of  these  renders  Uiem  a  kind  of  armorial  history  of  tbe  li 
families ;  whilst  (he  monumental  ornaments,  and  the  silent  |;Im 
around,  mry  back  the  imagination  of  tlie  tourist  to  the  diata 
and  minanlic  ages  of  chivalry. 

On  entering  the  chanrel,  tlie  first  monument  which  alrikea  ll 
eye  of  the  stranger  is  one  to  tlic  memory  of  Sir  Janiet  Hnrt 
ton.  Km.  and  bis  lady,  Lncy,  This  is  extremely  cuTioiiti,  a 
boars  a  very  curious  epiupli,  which  may  be  seen  at  full  in  Wrigl 
Rutland.  The  figures  are  represented  kneeling  at  an  nltar,  wifl 
two  books,  under  vchcs  forming  an  ornamented  canopy.  «il|| 
many  armorial  hearings.  This  vetierahk-  coupli-  lived  tog«tlMT 
fifty  years,  and  had  eighteen  ciiildren,  many  of  whom  Uiey  a 
happily  married  and  settled.  He  died  in  the  eightieth  ycMr  4 
his  age,  and  she  in  her  aeveoty -second  year,  and  botli  in  \ 
Hame  year,  1  u9l .  She  was  daughter  of  Sir  Uilliam  Sidney ; 
from  their  union  are  descended,  or  have  been  nearly  allied  | 
their  descendants,  eight  dukes,  three  raarqaises,  seventy  1 
uiuc  counts,  twenty -Ecreii  viscounta,  thirty-six  haroos,  iunou| 
t 


Hrhiek  were  ftixten  Kmgbti  tf  the  Gtitar,  twUtn'riiiay  odMrtf 
siace  that  flrahtion  vat  nadkl  Their  eMert  ao*,  ioho.  Mb 
bom  el  thia  place,  and  ia  deioribed  by  Fdler,  aa  a  bemitilfi 
houte-keefer,  dividing  hia  hoi|iilalitj  between^RallaBd,  aad  Wai^ 
wiekebire  whena  be  had  a  £ur  babilalion.  He  traa*  one  ni  thtf 
exeeatora  of  the  Lidy  Fiaaeea  Sidney,  and  a  graad  benefKtitf 
to  the  college  oi  her  foondalion  at  Cambridge.  King  JaaMi  «reb> 
ated  bim  Ban»  ef  Exton,  and  hia  lady,  m  pnahtat  womui,  hai 
the  Piiueesa  Blizabetb  conMutted  to  her  goveaninent  *  WheS'tlM 
X^noeta  waa  auoried  to  Frederic^  the  Piiice  Fahtine^  thii  . 
noUeman,  accompanied  by  Henry  Martin,  1  JU  D«  waa  ifent  mic^ 
lo  the  Palatinate,  to  aee  her  highneea  aetHed  at  IMdelbeigi^ 
and  to.perfbrm  aeme  legal  iDramlitiea  leapeeting  her  dowry  ami 
jointare.  "  Tbia  done,  aa  if  God  bad  deaigned  tbia  hr  bia'laal 
work)  be  tiduned  on  the  fiiat  day  of  bia  return^  and  died  at 
Wormi^  ia  Germany,  on  St  BartbokmMw'a  day,  Anne^Domini; 
1613."»  ...        * 

On  the  opposite  aide  ^  the  chaacd  ia  a  meet  exqniaite  ape*  • 
cimen  of  SMmumeatal  acnlptare,  by  Nollekina.  It  ia  in  white 
marble,  and  ia  to  the  iMmory  of  BrnptUt^fomrth  Bmtl  of  GeJn jo^ 
borough.  The  figure  of  Lady  Gainsborough,  wbieb  =b  extremely 
client,  and  aa  large  aa  life,  ia  repieaented  pointing  to  three  me- 
dalliona  of  berodf  and  two  bnebanda,  whiob  are  resting  on  a  cor- 
nncepia,  and  anpperted  by  Cupids,  with  Hymen  at  one  aide  weep-* 
ing,  and  his  torch  extinguished.     She  died  in  1771. 

In  the  chancel  there  ia  also  an  ancient  table  monument  of 
Nicholfu  Fy#e,  who,  by  bia  costnme,  seems  to  have  been  a  biahop:' 
In  the  ceatre  of  the  church,  there  ia  an  ancient  atone  despoiled' 
of  its  brans,  and  an  antique  table  mminment  hr  Jokn  Harrmgiom,' 
Esq.  and  Alice  bis  wife;  wbo  died  in  the  early  part  of  the  16th 
century ;  it  ia  of  alabaster,  and  deserviag  of  notice. 

G4  To 

*  Vide  Fuller*!'  Worthies.  His  ton,  the  second  lord,  died  without  iuuo.. 
A  curious  character  may  be  Seen  of  him  in  tlie  second  Tolame  of  Nug» 
AntiqiHe,  p. aor.  Htsiaortiiealtontof  tliefesh  ire  cmrions;  sndtothenit 
maf.  perhaps  be  owing  thst  the  fasiUy  it  extinct. 
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To  the  left  «f  Uiia  ie  b  luge  allar-Uke-B 
Robert  Kct/litaij,  Esq.  a  famous  lawyer,  and  fathtr  of  Anne  l^ij 
Harrin^oiu  It  Btandfi  in  tbe  south  aisle,  ai)d  in  extremely  sunf- 
tuouB  accordiit^'  lo  the  fashion  of  his  time,  be  having  died  in  1580, 
at  tlie  a^e  of  eighty-four.  He  is  represented  lying  on  liis  hack 
in  his  official  gown.  John  Lord  Harrington,  nha  marficd  bii 
daughter,  is  kneoling  beside  him,  and  in  armour.  On  tiie  op- 
posite side  is  his  wife  with  a.  little  girl  behitnl  her  ;  and  iu  tin 
centre  ia  a  small  altar-toinb,  vith  a  child  on  it,  etretih'  d  out  u 
if  dead,  between  tliem.  On  the  top  arc  three  Vbiidrtm,  lot 
Cherubs,  fur  tliey  have  no  wines;  hut  the  tentre  ont-  blows* 
tniinpet,  and  boldu  a  palm  branch,  whilst  one  holds  a  Bpade,  tai 
the  othef  hu  a  torch  extinguished,  and  rests  his  fo«t  npoa  ■ 


In  tlie  north  nisle  is  an  elegant  maHtle  monument  to  the  ■•• 
nory  of  BaptUt  Noel,  Vitrmmt  Campd^n,  who  died  at  the  t^.t 
of  stveoty-one,  in  the  year  1683.  It  is  an  exquisite  specimen  of 
the  art  by  Grinlin  Gibbons,  who  held  the  office  of  King's  Carver, 
and  in  his  day  was  considored  inimitaiile.  On  it  are  Blatues  of  tii« 
Vibcouut  and  hia  lady ;  the  whole  is  twenty-two  feet  high,  ond  fear- 
teen  broad,  mid  cost  10001.  at  the  experse  of  his  third  son  John. 
Opposite  to  it,  is  a  mural  monument,  to  the  memory  of  his  fifth 
son  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  Iti&t ;  his  staloe 
stands  on  a  pedestal,  and  there  ore  also  two  medBllions  of  other 
eons  who  died  yooog. 

Near  this  is  a  handiioniC!  table  monument  in  blaclc  and  white 
marble  of  Anne,  wif«  of  Thomas  Bruce,  Lord  Kintosse,  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Chichester,  who  died  at  Uie  early  age  of  twenty- 
tvo,  in  1637.     She  was  a  relative  of  the  Harring ton- family. 

Near  the  west  end,  there  has  lately  been  eiect^d  a  \cry  hand- 
some mural  monument,  to  the  memory  of  Lirul.  General  JV«W, 
who  died  in  17K(i.  This  is  by  Nollekens,  and  represents  a  female 
figure,  with  the  torch  of  Hjmcn  eKtinguislied,  ajid  leaning  on 
and  weeping  over  an  urn,  on  which  is  a  bubt  of  the  General.  It 
is  impoasible  by  any  words  to  give  an  adeijuate  idea  of  this  fi 
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ildbpie  irmpeif  h  m  iiuftmod  as  to  ahew  the  whole  of  the  Imman 
Ibfm,  but  wilh  a  chaatfiifga  of  delicacy  perfectly  coiapeliUe  wMi 
those  ideap  which  ought  to  fill  the  breast  in  such  a  [^ace;  jfol 
we  ca&Bot  help  saying;  that  if  ever  there  can  be  a  statoe  which 
inay  be  animated  by  the  Prosiethean  spark,  this  must  be  it^ 

With  respect  to  the  £cclesiasticai  History  of  the  chnreh,  w» 
ka?e  but  little  to .  add.  In  Catholic  times,  the  rectory  waa  the 
property  of  the  monks  of  St  Andrew  at  Northampton,  it  having 
been  given  to  them,  a^d  to  God  and  the  chvrch,  by  the  fiunily  of 
Bruce,  together  with  the  tythes  of  all  the  lands  at  Exton,  an! 
this  grant  further  stated,  that  these  gentry  and  their  men,  in  Hie 
said  town  of  ExtoQ,  ^thonld  be  fiee  and  ^uit  of  all  suits  at  coail^ 
and  other  ve^tUar  demands  and  exactions  whatever. 

In  the  Tasatio  EccleMiasttca  of  Pope  Nicholas  the  fourth, 
in  1291,  who5te  Haiinegs  could  not  permit  our  ancestors  to  en* 
joy  their  various  blessings  without  having  a  share  of  them,  the 
rectory  was  estimated  at  thirty  pounds,  and  the  vicarage  at  ^4 
pounds.  Here  also  was  a  Chatmtfj,  which  seems  to  have  been 
as  valuable  as  the  vicairage ;  as  it  is  stated  to  have  paid  to  Wil- 
liam Lacock,  the  incumbent,  a  pmision  of  five  pounds  *.  It  waa 
afterwards  purchased  from  King  Henry  VIII.  by  Sir  JaoKS  Har- 
rington. 

This  is  one  of  the  parishes,  which  enjoy  ten  pounds  per  annum, 
for  the  education  of  their  poor  children,  by  the  will  of  Henry 
Foster. 

Exton  Hall 

is  an  antique  edifice,  in  the  style  of  the  Elizabethan  age,  and 
may  be  said  to  stand  in  the  village,  on  the  verge  of  a  very  exten- 
sive Park.  When  visited  by  the  Editor  of  these  sheets,  it  was  all 
in  confusion,  and  in  a  state  of  repair,  after  the  effects  of  a  most  de- 
structive fire,  which  took  place  on  the  t24th  of  May,  1810,  and 
which  has  totally  mined  one  half  of  the  south-east  wing. 

In 

«  WJlUt's  MUrcd  Abbeys. 
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In  the  Tow  apartments  vliicii  could  be  visilprf.  tbvfe '« 
ejK>U(,'b  to  shew,  that  llie  mansion,  when  roin|>1(to,  muKt  )i&ve  fei 
a  very  tntrrcstini;  Gp4>rjuien  of  tincient  niann^ra  ;  ami  tliuitgh  | 
very  elegant  aad  extensivE  roDertioti  of  paintinjia  i 
disorder,  vet  even  Dmong  the  few  thai  rmild  bi>  aef 
kij^hly  dcEtrving  of  notice.  Of  these,  in  the  xnKe  of  aparlm 
bctnw  BlaiTS,  were  a  very  tine  piece  of  i^me  ;  Jephtha's  Vow,>l 
Chiaro  Scam;  a  fiue  head  by  Kemhrant ;  two  landsc-aprs,  1 
tcnrples,  &c.  hy  Plaude  Lorraine ;  a  fruit  piece ;  a  fish  [ 
both  veil  done ;  Kome  sea  pieces  ;  a  very  linf  land>FC«pe,  wil^ 
fi||7iTEi5  in  Spanish  costume ;  two  capital  ones  by  Trniers,  arc  of 
them  a  Dutch  voman  dancinp-,  mid  hig-hly  ctiaracterialic ;  a  6De 
painting  by  Pncock,  of  an  IndiamBn  in  a  heavy  c:ale  ;  two  Italin 
laBdcapea;  the  Virgin  and  Child,  with  tlie  Adoration  of  John; 
nitdboarand  docn,  by  Sclineiders  ;  a  Magdalen,  &c. 

Tb«  Slaircasc  contains  many  anetenl  famth'  portraits  ; 
the  Catlcri/,  or  Armovrt/  Room,  are  a  (^ent  number,  cnanjrl 
ihrtn  savcil  frcim  the  conHc^rntion,  amon^t  which  we  particulat 
nolked  acvcnil  line  onts  of  an  Enrl  of  Northampton,  Lord  I 
Lady  Giiinthoraut:!',  Lord  Moira,  nad  Mrs.  Siddonn. 

The  Di»iri/i  Room,  a  low  and  ulomy.  yet  a^^eable, 
mcnl,  has  some  gooil  family  portraits,  ami  some  capital  apecin 
by  Jordaens,  with  soutc  antique  paintingc  ju  the  coatume  of  Eti) 
beth'a  time,  and  a  mwt  es^aiitite  Italian  landscape. 

The  gardenH  have  loni;  been  famous,  hut  Ihey  are  quite  ii 
old  fitylc;  and  the  Paxk  and  other  grounds  arc  very  extensive 
deer-park  alone  containitjc  15)0  acreii.  Here  is  some  very  fin 
planting,  consisting  of  the  liueiit  timb<T-trees,  particularly  lai^e 
«3ks,  ash,  elm,  and  beech.  Some  piecea  of  Kater,  in  Uie  pvkt 
ivitli  a  cascade,  &c.  have  RliU  a  good  eflcct,  tliougli  ] 
much  of  the  antiquated  ^ityle  of  gardening. 

Whitwcll  is  a  small,  but  ancient  village,  bctw«CD  ( 
and  Flmpinghani.  Its  small  and  very  antique  church 
va  a  knoll  close  by  the  road-side,  embosomed  in  trees,  and  pre- 
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skiing  a  very.mrtie  appearanee.     It  hm  ao  iqpira,  knt  a  ioiil, 
tarretholdatwobella.    Near  it  ia  a  Mai  of  Samaol  BailuHr«  Baf.  • 

This  pbfie^  thoagli  to  Tery  trifliag  at  the  pmoHt  daj^  haa  bog 
beea  of  aooM  coMeqnence  ia  tlM  eoaaty ;  aad  ia  the^Saioa  tiaMa 
waa  the  properly  of  Baty,  aadl  tlwn  called  "  Witemlte/'  Wa 
have  DO  accoont  of  ito  valoe  at  that  period;  bat  at  the  Noriil 
Sarrey  it  waa  estimated  at  forty  shillinga,  coataiaiag  ia  the 
whole  three  caruoates,  oae  of  which  waa  held  hy  Herhrim»  m 
hrm,  from  the  Counteia  of  Hoatingdoa,  whilat  aiz  TilleiasmaA 
two  bordarti  occif  ied  the  remaiader.  Even  at  that  period  it  had 
adiurch,  and  a  priest  attached  to  it;  and  there  were  farther  twea* 
ty  acres  of  meadow,  a  mill  of  the  valae  of  twelvepenee,  and  a 
pastore  wood  of  aix  IMoaga  ia  len^,  bat  only  thirfeea  perehei 
in  breadth.  f 

When  William  the  Conqaeror  deprived  his  niece  of  her  poa- 
aessioDB,  on  her  refusing  to  marry  according  to  his  desire,  she 
being  then  a  widow,  he  divided  this,,  along  with  her  other  estatei^ 
amongst  her  three  daughters ;  but  it  seems  soon  after,  to  have 
£dlea  to  the  church,  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IL  the  Prior  of 
the  Hoapital  of  St.  Joha  of  Jerusalem  was  Lord  of  the  Ifanor, 
and  it  remained  with  that  order  until  their  suppression  by  Henry 
VIII.  when  it  was  granted  to  the  Harrington  ftuaily*  from  whom 
it  was  sold  to  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  Knt.  and  went  by  his  heiress  la 
the  Noels. 

The  family  of  Flare,  or  Flower,  already  mentioned  under  the 
liead  of  Oakham,  had  an  ancient  residence  in  this  town,  which 
seems  to  have  been  their  original  seat.  They  were  ibrmeriy  of 
great  eminence  in  the  county,  and  represented  it  often  in  Parlia* 
meat,  even  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Richard  IL 

Here  also  appears  to  have  been  bom  Richard  Wighiwell,  who 
was  a  priest,  and  one  of  the  Canons  of  Lincoln  Cathedral  Am 
a  mark  of  affection  to  his  native  town,  he  established  a  Ckaamtnf, 
the  Survey  of  which,  mi  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  throws  some 
light  on  the  manners  of  those  times.  It  states,  that  "  this  Chann* 
try  was  foonded  for  the  maintonauce  of  one  priest  Iol  '■mmt  tiiei^ 
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f«e  raer,  dnd  tliKl  it  hxth  belonging  to  it  of  lauds  ud  t 
lying  iu  Rivera  plsces  in  tlic  couulies  of  Rutlainl  aa 
the  yearly  value  of  107  NJiillings,  aud  one  penuy,  < 
is  io  rent  aI>solulc  Uiree  sbillings  and  fourpence ; 
temaiDcth  Io  the  Cbaitntr;  Priest,  clear  100  BiiilUn^  sad  ntn^ 
{Kiice,  Slid  of  which  he  payclh  tenths  to  the  kia^  9a.  1  Id.  jrcariy. 
He  \»  named  Sir  Robert  Sucktiop,  aged  forly-aix  yearG,  of  hmatd 
Mil  vernation,  and  bath  always  faeretofore  been  exercised  i*  lb 
«ducation  of  youth  id  learning,  but  is  nnabte  to  serve  a  cure,  be- 
cause  he  is  |iuH>lind.  At  the  suppresaion  in  the  secotid  year  rf 
King  Edward  VI.  there  was  fouud  in  it,  and  beloagiag  to  H,  mt 
chalice  weighing  tneiity  ounces  of  silver,  which  wb«  delivered  ia- 
to  tbe  jewel  house,  and  the  ornaments,  goods,  and  chattels,  wet 
Taluedat  13s.  lid." 

We  Dov  proceed  from  Whitwell  to 


EAST  HUNDRED, 

which  has  been  cstAnated  at  1S,169  acres;  having  &4A  ii 

and  13  uoinhabited  houses,  and  a  population  of  574  Ii 

taioing  1443  mates,  and  14fi2  females,  being  in  all  2005,  of  «)«■ 

1067  were  employed  in  agriculture,  and  216  in  trade  aud  liaiidi- 

craft. 

Itit  relative  situ^ 
given  rise  to  its  i 


lith  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  county  hat 
and  it  is  bounded  on  the  north,  ea^ 
and  south-east,  by  Lincoln  and  Northamptonsliires  ;  to  tlte  walb 
by  Wrangdyke  Hundred,  and  on  the  west  by  Alstoe  and  Haf- 
tinsiey. 

All  the  (owns  which  arc  noticed,  as  belonging  to  tfaia  dulriet, 
in  the  Norman  Survey,  are  placed  under  the  head  of  Nortbaaip- 
tooshirc,  with  the  exception  of  Pickworth,  which  is  Itieo  alatadtn 
be  ill  I.lncolnsbire.  The  fee  of  tlie  hundred,  in  lite  reign  otfi 
ward  I.  was  in  Edward,  Earl  of  Cornwiill,  hut,  Muce  t 
Crown.  The  hunilred  is  now  under  the  care  of  two  d 
btea,  who  are  appointed  by  the  magistrates  of  tbe 
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r»nner1y  divitlcd  into  two  parts,  one  of  whicfa  nas  called  tlie 
Hundred  of  Littlt:  CasUrloii ;  but  Mr.  Btnre,  in  his  recent  Sur- 
vey, ttays  that  no  courts  have  bc«u  held  there  of  lute  years. 

It  contains  tlie  pariEhes  o(  Bridge  Castertnn,  Empingham, 
Euendine,  Kttton,  Little  Ciatertw,  Ryall,  Titkencole,  and 
TitiwtU. 

Emcincbam  ia  tlie  first  place  we  come  to  after  leaving  Wttit- 
well,  and  lies  en  the  loatb-weGt  corner  of  the  hundred.  It  is  an 
inclosed  parish,  the  divisions  being  good  quick-thorn  hed^s,  with 
oaks  and  asbos  in  tbc  rows,  about  six  trees  to  an  acre,  and  Mr. 
Parkinson,  in  his  Survey,  observes,  that  there  are  sixty  acres 
planted  with  young  rorcst  trees. 

It  has  been  an  ancient  town,  though  now  little  more  than  a  village, 
anil  is  said  by  tradition  to  have  rontaiiied  seven  parishes.  Its 
situatiou  on  the  soulhcrci  iacc  of  a  hill,  jost  above  the  river 
Guash,  is  extremely  pleasant,  and  the  neatness,  comfort,  and 
cleauliness,  of  its  rarni- houses,  cottages,  and  streets,  are  weU  de- 
serving of  praise. 

Nalhiiig  Is  known  of  its  stale  in  the  Saxon  times ;  Intt  at  the 
Norfflan  Survey,  it  was  estimated  at  eight  Hidn  of  land  in  the 
manor,  independent  of  the  town.  Gilbert  de  Gaud  at  that  time 
held  three  hides  in  demesue;  the  arable  land  amounted  to  eight 
carucates,  and  tliere  were  four  in  demesne,  with  eight  servants  and 
twenty-five  villeins,  who  had  four  carucates.  There  were  also  five 
mills  rented  at  forty-two  shillings  and  eightpeniie,  and  ten  acres 
of  meadow,  together  with  a  wood,  a  furlong  in  lengtb,  all  which 
was  valued  at  ten  pounds. 

In  the  town,  Gilbert  held  seven  hides  sod  a  half,  and  one 
hovatc  of  the  King's  Soke  in  Rutland  ;  the  uraMc  land  amounted 
to  lifletu  carucates,  which  were  occupied  hy  lifleen  socmen,  and 
fi%-oue  villeins;  there  Were  also  five  mills  at  a  rent  of  twenty- 
four  shillings,  Icn  acres  of  inendow,  and  ten  acres  of  wood,  all 
valued  at  eia:ht  pounds.  JJcHid'^  thcsi*,  it  nppcnra  that  Sal/re- 
Jm$  lieltl  uf  WiilhiD  Pcvinl,  ia  EnpiiiRtutu,  two  hides  am)  a 
rvhJe  land  nf  wtiiuti  wu  four  cafucates,  and  mte  in  de- 
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wWes,  '^  renounciug  all  royal  prohibitions  and  privileges  to  the 
contrary,  and  promisiug  that  they  and  their  fiEunilies  shall  submit 
.thcBiselvea  to  the  jnriadictkm  •f  Ike  Bishop  of  Lincoln." 

Empingham  church  is  a  Prebend  of  Lincola  Cathedral,  and  is 
dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  Itia  extrenely  ancient^  but  in  excellent 
repair  and  condition,  and  consists  of  a  nave,  two  aisles,  and  tvo 
transepts.  The  tower  is  elegmntly  Cfothic,  and  the  west  entrance 
.eonsistii  of  two  Gothic  arches,  one  snrmonnting  the  other,  in  a 
manner  extrenely  (Burioos,  and  ornamented  with  very  rich  mould- 
ings. The  body  is  Gothic,  both  inside  and  out ;  but  ttiere  are 
■ome  Saxon  arches  in  the  interior.  The  nave  is  separated  from 
the  side  aisles  by  two  rows  of  pillars,  both  supported  by  short 
round  columns  ;  the  arches  on  the  south  side  are  Saxon,  on  tlie 
north,  Gothic.  Most  of  the  windows  are  of  the  elegant  Anglo- 
•Norman  lancet  shape ;  they  are  rich  in  tracery,  and  there  is  vtill 
some  armorial  glass. 

At  a  spot  in  this  parish,  marked  in  the  maps  as  the  nil  us  of  St. 
Botolph's,  called  "  St  BotteyV'  by  the  villagers,  the  chapel  of 
the  Normanville  fiimily  is  anpposed  to  have  stouJ.  This  was 
the  aite  on  which  the  fiur  was  held. 

Tradition  says  the  town  once  extended  so  far,  and  also  to- 
wards the  hanks  of  the  Guash.  In  the  former  direction  nothing 
remains,  even  of  the  ruins,  to  direct  the  eye  uf  the  antii|uaTy,  as 
the  very  found atiuus  are  obliterated;  but  coffins  ha\e  been  du|^ 
up,  and  varioas  otlier  remains  have  been  discovered,  which 
seem  to  point  out  its  ancient  respectability.  Towards  the  Gnash 
there  are  still  existing  many  remains  of  Earthen  Mounds,  the 
marks  of  Ibrmcr  establishments;  most  likely  of  the  Milftt,  which 
at  the  Norman  Survey  appear  to  have  been  so  numerous. 

The  Poor  of  this  parish  are  chiefly  farmed  in  a  "  House  of  Pro- 
tection," as  it  is  called,  built  on  an  extensive  plan,  by  Sir  Gilbert 
Ueathcote,  Bart  the  present  Lord  of  the  Manor,  in  1793,  and 
furnished  by  the  parishioners.  On  the  entrance  of  each  pauper 
into  the  house,  they  are  supplied  by  the  parish  with  two  suits'of 
4:lothes,  and  changes  of  linen ;  they  are  well  fed ;  the  sickly  and 
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lafitsn  are  not  required  In  work ;  but  the  healthy  sre  nade  to  ex- 
ert themselVEM. 

This  is  one  of  the  pariiilies  vbicli  derive  benefits  frooi  tbe  ht- 
questof  Mr.  Henry  Foster,  for  the  education  of  the  |»eor  ehilitreii. 

When  Sir  F.  M.  Edeu  wrot«  on  the  Poor,  there  w&s  here  me 
Friendly  Svciflif,  consiirtinit  of  90  members,  established  in  1791, 
«ilh  its  rulcti  conlinned  at  the  Qiuirtcr  Sessions. 

Sir  Frederic  obxerves,  that  the  great  beoefila  which  then  rt- 
talted  from  it,  both  to  the  moralB,  and  comfort  of  its  mcmbere,  ti- 
Ibrdod  the  cletireiit  conf  iction  of  its  utility.  The  first  article  ii, 
"  that  every  persuti  hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  the  Socielj 
sliatl  declare  that  he  will  pay  allegiance  to  the  king,  aud  daty  H 
llie  laws  of  bis  country." 

Near  Uiis  is  aaeftt  of  Thomas  Fursylb,  Esq. 

UoRNE,  at  tlie  Norman  Survey,  was  partly  th«  pR>)>prty  of  tbe 
Bishop  of  Durham,  aud  partly  of  the  Countess  Judith.  The 
former  liad  four  carucates  of  arable,  and  one  in  deamnc,  ta 
which  bcluuged  oue  socman,  a  priest,  twelve  villeins,  iirvcn  har- 
darii,  and  one  servant,  who,  amount  them,  bad  fi>ur  carurain 
He  hiid  also  three  mills  of  tweuty  shillings,  aud  a  wood  of  nearly 
two  furlongs  in  leutctb  ;  all  valued  at  four  pounds.  The  Coun- 
tess seems  to  have  granted  ber  part  to  Grimbaldns,  whi>  beM 
bt-re  two  carncatea  of  arable,  and  one  in  demesne,  witli  two  ser- 
vants, nine  villeins,  and  four  bordarii,  who  bad  among-  Ihevn  Iwa 
cariicBtes ;  there  was  sUo  a  mill  of  four  shillings ;  and  the  wWIe 
valued  at  thirty  Bhillingn,  which  appears  to  have  been  ati  increaac 
of  one  half  upon  \\s  value  in  Saxon  times.  Like  mast  t 
other  manors  ia  its  vicinily,  it  bus  pnsscd  through  t[i«  Hoi 
ti<NA  lo  the  NotU:  but  is  now  almost  dcpopulnted.  Mr.  1 
supposes  it  lo  have  received  its  naais  from  its  situation  in  an  ai 
or  corner,  foriocd  by  the  iuLcrseclion,  or  more  pfuliably  C 
verging,  of  two  ancient  roads ;  one  of  these  being  tlio  direi 
from  Ijindon  to  York,  the  other  from  Easex  to  C'nrab 
poiut  of  int('rs«ction  being  where  Horn  l^mo  turiipika  now  «!•■ 

Uf  the  church,  not  a  .tingle  fragmrM  remains.      Its 
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within  tbe  limits  of  ExIod  P&rk,  and  each  new  Rector  receiva 
liii  inductioD,    under  an  aged  Iboni  tree  which  aUnds  on,  oc 

Staktiey  says  that  Honifield  and  Hardwick  were  deiuehi 
by  the  rebels  in  Henry  the  Seveiilh'a  time ;  but  tite  fact  is,  t 
their  deHtmction  was  of  an  earlier  dale,  and  duriog  the  Xem 
porary  restoration  of  Henry  VI.  when,  on  the  ]2tb  of  Maick 
1470,  a  bailie  was  fooght  here  between  Edward  IV.  and  the 
Lancaatrian  partizaj)H  under  Sir  Robert  Welles  and  Sir  TliomaK 
Launde.  Its  exact  scene  of  action  was  five  miles  from  Stamford, 
near  the  York  Road,  at  a  place  atill  ealUil "  Bloody  Oakv,"  and  tbe 
battle  baa  been  called  "  Loosecoat  baltle,"  h«tb  in  tradition,  and 
in  biliary,  from  a  story  of  tbe  xuriaways  havingr  pulled  off  their 
upper  garments  in  their  flight.  It  baii  been  said  to  have  taken 
place  between  Castertou  and  Slatiilun! ;  but  the  Laucastriaii  chieft 
having  betn  taken  priaooers,  audatlaintcU  two  years  afterwards,  the 
records  of  their  attainder  expressly  state  the  battle  to  have  b 
fought  in  "  HoruMd,  in  Eopingham." 

TiCKENcOTE,  dtrived  from  Ticaii,  "  Goala"  and  Cote,  •' » 
babitation,"  is  a  small  village,  or  rattier  a  pretty  tiHinkt,  about 
half  a  milu  to  the  west  of  the  great  north  roud.  At  tlie  Nonnaa 
Survey  it  was  the  property  of  the  Countess  Jmlitli,  and  then 
TSlued  at  fil\y  shillings.  In  tbe  reign  of  Edward  II.  it  was  tbe 
pr^ierty  of  Britiuj  Datuifa:  but  came  about  the  lime  of  Henry 
VIU.  to  Chtanpyvtt,  and  £oon  after  to  Wingfield,  a  junior  branch 
of  that  aucient  family,  so  long  seated  at  Upton  in  Nortliampton- 
•hire;  and  it  baa  ever  since  been  their  residence. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  Sl  Peter,  is  supposed  to  be  of  very 
great  antiqnily,  (lately  rc-cdided,)  and  has  engagod  tlie  attention 
of  all  our  antiquaries.  'I'bat  it  wus  of  Saxon  architecture  is 
proved  by  those  curious  rcmuiiis  which  are  still  pre.'^en  rd ;  but  that 
it  is  aliio  of  Saxm  date  previous  to  the  Norman  Conquest,  is  as- 
aerted  by  Siarf/tj/jwhoobserVLS,  that  t!ie  SasoTia  generally  mode 
their  churches  with  descents  to  thcni,  but  the  K(.rma;is  with  as- 
cents; and  //arrW  adds,  that  tliis  of  Tickeocot^,  ii 
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tnsny  other  inafkH,  Mema  cslreiiu-lv  old,  auA  ut  noted  for  iCh  Bragv* 
lar  arr.lics  in  tliu  north  wall,  sad  for  a  Urge  room  « itti  titone  eUiT* 
mid  floor  over  Uie  chancel,  which  was  perhaps  few  some  r«)i^au< 
imrsnii  to  dwell  in. 

Dr.  Stukeley  *,  ia  a  puper  read  in  17^,  lliiukti  Tickcnoole 
»ot  so  old  as  Southitell  io  KotliDghaBiBhrrt',  which  whs  built  ib 
4)30;  but  Mr.  King  sajs,  "  and  indeed  the  style  of  arcbiUctut 
uorTeitpoiida  well  with  that  of  the  age  of  the  Archbisihops  Theodvc 
mill  HoiiorinB  f." 

StuLelcy  also  thinks  the  anuiciit  church  to  have  been  Ibe  on- 
lory  of  IbeSaxcD  Prince,  Peada,  the  founder  of  Pelerbonta[k 
Ahbey;  hut  as  this  church  is  not  mentioned  in  Domendaj-faw^ 
Mr.  Blorc  supposes  it  uot  older  than  the  time  of  Robert  Gri* 
bald,  who  was  founder  of  the  Abbey  of  Osulveaton  after  the  Cw 
i}urst. 

Being  in  a  state  of  dilapidation  and  decay,  it  vas  r«buiK  ii 
1792.  by  Eaza  tVii.^ficld.  tiho  look  care  that  the  cbaiicel  sboiU 
lie  preserved  ax  much  as  possible,  and  Ihat  what  wtis  supplied  shoU 
he  copied  from  the  old  materials.  Part  of  Ihe  old  uave  *> 
tiolhic ;  but  the  oli)  Saxon  arch  nhich  separated  Ihe  churcb  ad 
vhancel,  and  aUo  the  roofed  ornaments  of  the  chancel,  are  idU 

With  respect  to  this  imiUtive  re -edifi cation,  Mr.  Bl«n  ak 
nerves,  that  in  the  rebuilding  the  West  End,  Ihe  urchilert  HtM 
Id  have  intended  an  imitutiun  of  the  Norman  style;  wtdifkt 
has  not  been  successful,  he  has  the  consolation  to  lutTe  BUf 
hrcthrtn  of  his  profession,  who  have  failed  in  their  (-ndciaVBm * 
revive  Uie  archjtf ctuial  taste  of  our  ancestors;  and  thoogb  ^ 
haps  every  thin^  has  not  been  done  in  the  rehailding  of  tl« 
church,  which  an  enthnsiastic  admirer  of  antii|uititttniigl)t  ^jtlif*, 

yet  the  memory  of  a  lady  who  preserved,  at  a  very  great ^jii, 

the  valuable  spccinienii  which  still  remain  here,  of  Uie  indlspa- 


•  Arcliiologi»,  Vol.  I.  p.  4S. 
t  Kioc'i  MumiDenm,  Vol.  IV>  p.  97. 
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table  Idbotm  of  t  rembie  age,  deaenree  to  be  grilefidly  resieafe- 
b^red.  jt 

'  The  beat  arehitectand  deUneation  we  baf  e  aeen  of  tbia  ttodeift 
aDtique  ia  in  tbe  *'  Pureoi^a  of  Architeetnrait  Innotaiien/'  *  wb^b 
deaeribea  tbei  edifice  aa  oontaifiiiig  two  diatinel  parta,  a  hodift  asfl 
a  chancei.  The  latter  Saxon ;  tbe  (bnner  of  the  Ihdot  atji  le,  of 
common  simple  work,  and  added,  it  ia  thongbt,  to  give  room. 
Tbe  chancel  is  nearly  a  aqoare,  thirty«aix  feet  by  thirty.  Tbe 
western  part  is  entirely  made  out  by  the  entrance,  which  ia  en- 
riched to  an  excess,  and  on  each  side  are  fire  columns,  with 
highly  enriclied  capitals.  The  arch  partakes  oflin  o?al  shape  f; 
its  architecture,  which  extends  beyond  the  spread  x>f  the  columns, 
is  struck  into  seven  parta;  firat,  mouldings ;  aecond,  oxes  sculls; 
third,  flowers  and  frets  united ;  fourth,  a  curious  and  extraordi* 
nafy  collection  of  maaqnes,  ornameuts,  costume  heads,  groteaque 
figures,  &c. ;  fifth,  diagonals ;  sixth,  other  diagonal  forms ;  and 
aeventh,  plain  squares  and  indents.  The  east  side  of  the  arcb 
also  is  grand  and  rich,  with,  five  ranges  of  ornament,  recesses  with 
Columns,  &c.  It  is  added,  '*  though  much  of  the  ^ork  has  been 
havocked,  yet  still  tbe  greater  part  of  the  intention  haa  been  lef^ 
and  fully  sufficient  to  enable  a  religfions  restoration,  allowing  for  a 
moment  there  was  a  necessity  for  such  a  job.'' 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  the  crypt  roof  and  pillars  in  the 
chancel  are  extremely  simple,  when  contrasted  with  the  rich  zig- 
zag mouldings  and  dentils  of  the  arch,  and  with  the  ornaments  oa 
the  east  end. 

In  the  chancel  is  a  semicircular  arch,  in  which  lies  a  mutilated 
wooden  figure  of  a  knight  in  armour,  laying  on  his  back,  and  iu 
the  attitude  of  prayer;  and  near  it  is  the  grave  and  humble 
tomb-stone  of  the  modem  foundreaa. 

Both  tbe  interior  and  exterior  are  as  complete  representations 

H2  of 

•  Gent.  Mig  Vol.  LXXVI.p.Sl. 
t  This  arch  if  reprewn«Ml  in  tl^f.  f^9d$  MifSWn  itatiquitics  of  Dr.  Du- 
roTcl,  PI.  13*  p.  tO],  sJm  ty  atvMr' '"  U^n^  in  g.ac- 

fcf's  Ancient  AalUnmeia. 
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»f  th»  aneleiit  buildinf  >■  could  be  executfd,  affw  m 
ancient  work  remains  Id  tl>e  outer  wbIIe,  that  tl>e  niiml  is  gfilji 
ted  almost  as  much  on  its  exBinination  as  if  it  ' 
Wiginal ;  sn  effect  which  will  increase  as  the  stone  «« 
venerable  hue  at  sntiqnity.    Over  the  entrance  on  tbe  SMrtb  d| 
h  tbe  fbltowing  intcription : 

"  EtriA  WfiroTtii.B, 

with  ibat  iruc  Hiue  or  Bili(ioa  aid 

ReTCicn<«  kii  her  M>ker,<ibich  ever 

dininjuiihed  bet  life,  rrbutJt  ibu  Cliurcb 

in  (be  Year  176?. 

Sbe  died  Jul;  14,  1794.  aged  yeart 

■nd  bet  reniuiii  ire  here  drpoiiud." 


The  hiatHs  between  aged  and  years  remaina  to  be  filled  ^,4 
on  her  tomli>stonc  in  the  chaacel,  this  piona  lady  is  saM  to  I 
been  eighty -seven. 

There  ia  itlso  a  cnrions  Equate  font,  adorned  with    httCT'lc 
srches,  on  a  plain  njuare  base ;  and  il  may  he  necejuary  t«  mii, 
th*t  the  lolly  nreh  of  the  chancel  ia  rather  misnftinetl  by  (i 
yiho  call  it  "  otrI,"  being;  in  fact  a  complete  Horse  Shoe,  \ 
therefore  a  more  curious  specimen  of  ancient  nrchilecturBl  altlll 

Near  (o  the  church  is  the  ancient  neat  of  the  Wingfitid  luat^ 
which  baa  been  tonsiderubty  modernized,  but  is  still  a  venef 
looking  ntanston,  seated  on  a  handsonje  lawn,  in  the  nidrt  ofk 
small  parkj  forming  altogether  a  respectable  and  conilbrbible  i«M> 
dcnce,  and  being  sten  to  great  ndrantage  fixim  the  north  n 
«hich  runs  in  its  front, 

hglhorpe,  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  merely  mentioned  f 
its  having  formerly  been  of  more  consequence  than  at  present  j  I 
Stnkeley  says  "  there  was  a  pretty  church,  and  aji  ancient  one^ 
Ingthorpe,  now  turned  into  a  dwelling-house."     It  is  now  a 
let  to  Tin  well. 

PiektDorth,  which  t>  to  the  nortli  east  of  Tickeacole.  en  Uie 
borden  of  tbe  conoty,  ia  said  by  Wrij^kt  to  bftre  fonaCTly  Itwb 


l>y  (bart 
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to«B  sod  pariah,  of  which  nothiiig  remained  in  bit  time  but  » 
•Ueple,  known  lij  the  name  of  "  Mockbeggv."  Finding  no 
mention  ol  it  in  Durnesiiay-book,  he  conjectures  it  to  bave  pro- 
bably been  a  member  orttome  other  neighbouring;  town;  but  that 
it  must  soon  after  have  bteii  a  pbice  of  tome  coiiseuuence,  ia  evi- 
dent I'rom  a  fad  which  ve  have  aicertained  by  an  examiaatiou 
Aftlie  "  liiifuioitio  Nonarura,"  in  tli«  reiipi  of  Edward  ttl.  wbert 
it  appear*  that  it  had  Uxabte  raerchkuU  at  a  lime  when  tbere  va* 
^L  one  in  Oakham. 

■'  item  iJicunt  qd  aunt  m'cklorea  ineaden  vill*  qui  lAxantu  ad 
iguinli  decim  iLija.  x.  d." 

Mr.  Blore  cAoaidera  the  Dame  «a  bein^  derived  from  "  Peak," 
liii^h  country,  and  "  Weorth,"  a  manaion,  and  he  observes  that 
the  aite  of  tbe  ancient  outrmigu  (for  he  does  not  aeeu  to  consider 
it  as  ever  haviut,'  been  a  place  of  consequence  a*  a  town)  maj 
be  trau'd  near  the  centre  of  the  parish,  eaalward  of  the  church,  in 
two  helda,  one  called  the  foundations,  the  other  the  back  cloaea. 
He  may  certaiuly  be  correct  in  ttating  this  to  have  been  the  site 
of  the  manor-houae,  but  from  the  extent  of  the  remains,  ve  are  in- 
clined to  believe,  that  part  of  the  ancient  town  may  bave  extended 
alao  thus  far. 

Mr.  B.  adda,  Uiat  this  steeple  of  the  church  was  only  remain' 
tog  iu  Wright's  time,  and  that  moat  likely  the  place  was  ruined 
by  the  contents  previous  to  the  battle  of  UoniGeld.  Id  this  he 
in  certtunly  more  correct  thau  Stukeley,  who  errs  iu  tiie  chrono- 
lo^,  and  Bays  that  Pickworth  church  was  burnt  down,  "  together 
with  the  then  populous  town,"  by  the  rebels,  in  the  time  of  Henry 
Vli.  but  he  has  omitted  what  Stukeley  was  certainly  very  correcl 
in,  apeaking  from  his  own  knowledge,  when  be  adds,  that  "  Pick- 
worth  steeple,  a  very  fine  ateeplc,  and  seen  all  round  the  country, 
waa  taken  down  about  A.  D.  1728,  to  build  a  sorry  bridge  at 
Wakerley.  1  saw  the  lower  part  of  tlie  steeple  anno  17.11,  when 
it  wa*  pulled  down  to  build  a  bridge  by  Caaterton." 
We  mention  not  this,  in  cootradiclioQ  of,  but  is  addition  to,  the 

f  ery  elaborate  account  of  this  pariah  in  tiic  tot  pubtU*        I  ti 

U3 
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Mr.  Bl«re's  -work,  which,  if  completed  tn  the  same  »t<ri*  it  W 
heen  ci>mmeneed  in,  will  he  one  of  Ihi?  mtwt  copious,  and  we  W- 
lieve  eoneel,  Coonly  HiHtorios  now  exUnt,  and  will  form  a  Tai«»> 
hie  body  uf  reference  for  family  genealiiey  tliraoj^boat  the  to- 
rounding  counties. 

It  is  impossible  ti>  trnverse  thi*  desolated  spot,  once  the  happf 
■bode  of  domestic  comfort,  conviviality,  and  induatry,  witfaoU 
heaving  a  aig'h  of  remembrance  vhilst  contemplating  Ibe  siug^k 
pointed  arch,  with  its  capitals  of  beautifully  decorated  folii^ 
which  )■  all  thai  remains  of  the  venerable  edilicc,  aooie  of  wbeie 
painteil  t'laSH,  us  hna  already  been  noticed,  hcii  been  saved  tna 
destruction  by  removal  to  Clipaham  ohuroh,  whilst  lh«  lomb*  of 
those  whose  armorial  bearings  are  there  represented  are  moutdcnJ 
into  duBl,  like  the  bodies  they  cgvered,  or  sacrilegiously  couxrlcJ 
to  the  lowest  nsei. 

■  In  1h(  reign  of  Edward  I.  Roger  df  Craeyr  apprara  lo  haw 
been  Lord  oi  this  nianor,  as  he  was  summoned  to  ntlen  J  that  ■<>• 
narcb  with  hor^e  and  arms,  in  the  Scottish  wars.  In  the  ni^ 
n(  Henry  VI.  Sir  John  Geoey  ordered  the  manor  to  he  sold  thtt 
his  death,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Sir  Henrj  ini^tose,  KiiL  (h 
a  thonuiiid  murks  of  silver;  butin  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlll.  It  ■ 
held  by  Sir  John  Hussey,  on  whose  attainder,  on  acr«uiit  o 
commotions  in  Lincolnshire,  it  was  granlod  to  the  family  ofO 
rick,  from  them  to  the  Haniiigtona,  See. 

EssENOEN,  anciently  Ezcndev,  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Blow  I* 
have  teken  its  name  from  a  eorruption  of  EatUm  Xhin.  nr  bill, 
from  its  situalinn  on  a  hill  on  the  eaUern  border  of  (he  county. 

Here  waa  formerly  a  castle,  bnt  oolhing  remains  of  it  exc(^ 
ihe  moat,  which  is  filled  by  a  smnll  rivulet,  and  eticompnaui  a 
btfuare  area,  containing  rather  more  than  an  acre.  Though  im4  a 
stone  of  the  caalle  itself  can  be  found,  yet  it  is  generally  aappotti 
that  the  Clinrrh  «as  formerly  ItH  chapel,  and  that  the  soulhen 
entrance  is  actually  part  of  what  existed  before  ihe  Conijiicst. 
This  opinion  is  founded  on  iN  being  within  the  limits  of  the  an- 
PKhI  mont,  and  being  altogether  extremely  antique,  wkilat  Um 

■I  Hoth 
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KtBth  door  is  evidently  the  a\6nl  Bpccimeu  of  arcliit«cture  in  the 
cnuftly;  perhaps,  from  iU  rudeneM  of  ornameQt,  older  than  aoy 
port  now  remaining  of  Tick  en  cole. 

It  it  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  in  iU  present  state  is 
about  sixty-nine  feet  long,  including  tlie  navS  and  chancel ;  hut 
very  little  of  it  is  of  Huch  high  antiquity  at  the  entrance  already 
mentioned,  «hich  is  surmounted  with  a  very  fine  seniicircular  arcli 
with  zigzag  mouldings  and  other  ornaments.  Id  the  cenlje  of 
thin  are  three  half  length  ligureii-  that  in  the  centre  in  Clirisl 
with  his  left  hand  retting  on  a  book,  and  liiti  right  hand  as  if  iti 
tite  act  of  benediction,  with  the  letters  I.H.S,  on  one  side ;  anil 
the  oilier  /igurcx,  two  angela  with  hudH  clasped,  hh  if  in  suppli- 
catioD.  On  the  right  side  of  the  door-way  are  two  figures,  which 
rescnible  unnkeyH  clambering  up  a  tree,  and  the  prlkra  are  cn- 
rioualy  ornamenteil  in  spiral  lines,  which  have  a  degree  of  freti- 
dom  and  ease,  that  ilo  honour  to  the -architect,  orsculplor.  That 
the  body  of  the  church  is  comparatively  of  recent  daU',  h  evident 
from  the  pointed  arch  which  scpamtes  the  nave  from  the  chancel, 
and  from  a  lancet  window  in  the  west  end  of  the  ctlificc  j  hut  «till 
the  whale  is  a  veaerable  specimea  of  Butii|uity.  both  in  its  parts, 
and  iu  its  tout  ensemble.  An  accurate  delineation  nuy  be  seen  in 
Carter's  Ancient  Specimetu. 

If  it  be  correct  that  the  Saxon  slyle  of  architecture  was  pre- 
Gcrved  in  Ecclesiastical  Edifices  until  the  reign  of  Stephen,  and 
that  tlie  Gotiiic  commenced  immedialely  aAcr,  we  may  then 
easily  aacerUiiu  (be  date  of  the  principal  part  of  the  building,  far 
the  pointed  arch  of  the  chancel  is  oruumented  with  the  zigzag 
mouldingH  of  tlie  former  style,  auit  other  evident  antique  marks 
as  being  of  that  nge  when  the  cue  was  introduced,  and  tlie  other 
not  yet  become  obsolete.  At  the  Norman  Survey,  this  place 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  church,  for  Walter  is  there  said  Iu  have 
held  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  one  hide  of  land.  It  is  also 
stated,  that  "  Dardi  tenuit  cum  Saca  et  Soca,"  who  may  have 
been  a  descendant  of  the  ancient  Saxon  barons,  one  of  whom,  in 
Ihe  year  1016,  is  said  to  bare  taken  the  command  of  the  men 
H4  «f 
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or  Stamford,  ftud  to  have  given  battle  to  llic  Duies,  «bo  U 
then  invaded  tills  part  of  Gri^jrland.  Ingiilplms,  who  rccordt  tk 
fact,  says  tliat  tlic  Danes,  tbaiigh  tliey  got  Uie  da.y,  were  iDdeM 
for  it  to  the  impetuosity  nf  the  English,  who  were  udKalti 
follow  them  io  disorder,  on  their  making  a  feiut  of  mnntag  a«^ 
but  other  historians  assert,  that  the  Danes  were  aclually  boM 
back  for  a  time.  Alter  the  Conquest  it  miist  tuive  bea  ptm 
to  Gilbert  de  Gant;  for  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  it  appMttditt 
fail  daughter  and  eohetr  Robesia  carried  it  to  Williuu  de  Biikw. 


whom  she  married.     Ou  the  death  of  this  Bussew 
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took  place  of  all  hii  goods  and  chattels,  amongst  whicL  bis  widot 
Rohesia  seems  not  in  liave  been  the  least  valuable  article ;  and,  ab 
doubt,  wascoiisidcred  as  an  object  of  some  conHerjuence,  ahc  banc, 
accordinif  to  the  custom  of  those  times,  within  the  jgifl  of  tke 
Crown;  (or  although  she  was  sixty  years  of  age,  her  hsii  it 
Istenden  wax  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds  ;  her  »tock  w«a  Ihm 
ploughs,  and  three  hundred  sheep  ;  and  the  reeeipti  frwo  hB 
courts  and  woods,  amonating  also  to  s  eunsiilorahle  snm;  buttbc 
unfortunately  had  two  daughters  for  hor  hciresucs  ;  one  tlw  wife 
of  Hugh  de  Wne,  the  other  married  to  John  dc  Buisly.  Uc 
the  other  pious  diunes  of  her  time,  she  was  very  devout,  if  vm 
rosity  In  idle  monks  can  be  considcreil  as  consistent  with 
for  she  gave  to  a  party  of  those  reverend  genllcmeu  at 
der  nf  Kt.  Andrew  at  Nortlrampton  ci^ieen  acres  of  h«r 
me«nc  in  this  manor,  with  all  the  lythos  nf  the  town,  &c.  llxae 
lands  were  afterwards  carried  by  heiresses  to  Buisly,  Viponl,  Clif- 
ford, Leihourn,  and  Ciomwell,  then  to  Spenser  and  Be&ucliana 
and  to  Neville,  Esrl  of  Warwick,  after  whose  death  they  CMwk 
the  Crown,  and  in  Henry  the  Seventh's  reign  bemg  reatoml  M 
the  Countess  of  Warwick,  she  settled  them  on  Henry  VllL  «h 
sold  (hem  to  Cecil,  ancestor  of  the  present  Exeter  faiB?|y,  um|  of 
the  Manpiisof  Salihbury,  thelatter  of  whom  is  Lord  of  the  attaat, 
and  Baron  Cecil  of  Essendeit. 

RvALL  is  two  miles  from  Esaenden,  to  t)ie  smrtJi-weal,  wIkr, 

as  Camden  Hays,  "  «hen  our  forel^then  were  ao  bewildend  hj 
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gap«rstitioii  u  ainoet  to  loae  the  true  God  in  the  eniiA  of  deitie^ 
Tittbfi,  a  niat  of  inferior  order,  wai  worshipped  bs  another  Diam^  1 
by  Povlcfi,  as  patroiiMs  of  havkini;." 

The  fir*t  acciiant    we  bare  of  this  placfl  i» 
abbot  ol  Crowland,  cotemporary  with  the  Nor 
be  asserts,  that    iu  the  Uoo'ly    battle   fought  i 
870,  the  atDut  kni)(ht,  Harding  of  Ryhall,  was  one  of  the  com* 
inaDders  of  the  Staiufnrd  men. 

Alter  this  it  was  the  property  of  Syward,  Earl  of  Northiin- 
berlfttiJ ;  and  here  was  the  resilience  of  his  eou,  Waltheof,  also 
£arl,  who  married  Judith,  niece  of  the  Norman  Conqaeror,  and 
became  Earl  of  Huntingdon.  It  afterwards  passed  through  the 
Crown  to  Spetner^  the  bTinirite  of  Edward  It.  (and  was  valued 
in  1291  by  order  of  Pope  Nicholas,]*  havini;  bt-fore  tlat  been 
thi  property  of  the  Earls  of  Boulogne  in  Fr&Bce.f  Afttr  his 
attainder,  it  passed  to  Edmund,  Earl  of  Kent ;  then  by  au  heiress, 
Joan,  to  the  Holands,  Earls  of  Kent  also ;  but  is  now  in  the 
Exeter  fiunity. 

This  place  liaii  been  stalrd  by  some  writers  to  have  been  the 
aeeue  of  action  of"  Loosecoat  figlil;"  and  Mr.  Hurrod  quoting; 
fmm  them,  asseriK,  that  in  the  year  I4ti2,  Edward  IV.  came  to 
Btaraford  from  Fotheringhay  Castle,  Sir  Robert  Wellcn,  Dimock, 
and  Dc  la  Bar,  having  raised  an  army  a^inst  him ;  that  Edward 
dined  at  Stnmford  ;  and  that  a  considerable  body  of  horse  and 
foot  were  added  by  the  townsmen,  when  battle  was  Joined  with 
the  enemy  between  Ryall  and  Tinwell,  wlio  were  routed,  their 
commamlers  taken,  and  immediately  aftcrwardit  beheaded  umler 
the  royal  standard.  It  is  evident,  iinwevir.  that  this  took  place 
near  Horn,  (tliDii°;h  not  a  lon^  way  from  the  spot  here  men- 
tioned,) Trom  the  words  of  the  attainder  already  quoted. 

With  respect  to  the  female  Saint  already  mentinued,  "  certain 
it  is"  soys  Mr.  Wright,  "  that  St.  Tibba  was  a  Virgin  Anclio- 


■  Tiulio  Eooleiiatlick,     Ecclo.  Ryill,  361. 13*.  4d.    Viosria, 
I  T«ia  de  Nevil,  p.  99,  «7^  "  Hug)i  Diajientitur  ii'nci  Ryliill  g 
omVa  Cole»ie"  (flslmfc),  4c. 
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a  kiBsvoman  ^ Pemta.  kini;  of  N*. 
cia,  Md  liTed  in  or  about  the  y<sr  of  Chrisl  G96 ;  of  u  fi« 
reputation  for  piety,  that  our  butohcal  pact,  Micliael  Dnrt^ 
eametating  all  the  holy  vomen  amoogst  «ta  uiceatoiB,  tbe  Bf- 
liafa  Saxona,  write  Ibaa  : 

" and  lo  tbce.  Si.  Tibt»,  let  m  pnue 

In  toliludc  Is  Chrin,  thu  pail  b«r  *lwl«  dejaght 

Id  GudnuDcbciUi  nu^e  t  conitmt  anchorite  ; 

Amou^U  whicb  of  IhU  boose,  Tot  Suuti  (kal  rcckoa*4  b^ 

Yd  iie«ei  my  ooe  mair  grac'd  Iheiame  llwii  Oke." 

"  Bat  how  this  character  agFE^s  with  a  aecoud  Dnna,  «r  bt*  ft 
Tibba  cuoie  fiiMD  GodntBD cheater  to  Rotland  to  be  wonlusM^  I 


Thia  difficulty,  opoD  Mr.  Wright's  mind,  is  however 
for  in  Lamliarde's  Dictionary  of  England ;  for  be  ssTa,  lU 
.Clfeic,  Aliliot  ol  Peterborough,  "  took  up  the  boDe«  ^one  TibK 
that  was  buried  at  Ryhall,  and  offered  tliem  for  a  gnal  piHtri 
t«  St.  PeUr  of  his  Kbbey.  This  Tibb  (saith  John  Ron}  \»i  Ok 
special  bouutie,  that  if  your  hawke  were  raviuishe,  or  bad  maiwl 
from  you,  you  might,  by  offeriDg  of  an  hawke  io  waxe,  or  aaw 
other  present,  (for  nolliin^  was  refused,)  reclaynie  or  rwaW 
liim  :  hearby  a  man  may  easily  espie  that  theise  laeo  wouU  na 
he  riche,  which  not  con  tented  with  the  liberal  damttianof  MMi^ 
Sic.  would  leave  no  stone  uutomed,  nay,  no  rolUa  bone  ■■nktd 
np,  thai  might  allure  the  simple  lo  vi^it  thtir  chorcfaca,  W 
empty  Ihrir  own  purses,  belike  that  befnre  this  t^me,  FaalLoK 
era,  (a  diru>olule  sort  of  men  iitdedi;}  could  not  be  brou^lit  t« 
Klope  to  pilgrimages',  and  therrfurc  the  mnuks  of  St.  PclirrbocM 
devised  Si.  Tibha's  Lure  for  tliem  also." 

Sonie  of  Ibe  early  Protestant  biiilotiuns  had  supposed  Ibat  Ik 
slory  of  the  derivation  of  the  huuter's  cry  "  Tantivy!"  bnot 
Ueriveil  frnm  ll  e  old  ejaculation  for  help  to  St.  Tihba.  was  a  okr 
fable,  aud  some  had  denied  her  being  iu  the  CaleiHiar.  Fuller 
Mas  one  of  thtbc,  and  asserted  it  in  one  part  nf  liJs  Wortliiu ;  but 
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n  after  IM  ■AnaWled^ea  his  error,  and  csklls  her  "  a  popisK 
slie  Bnint,"  adding  that  she  W3<)  no  Pagan  deily,  bat  really  a 
Saxon  Baintj  becaose  in  the  Inilex  ExpurgatoriaH,  printed  at 
Madrid  by  Lewis  Sitneliia  in  1612,  the  paeaage  in  Canden  con- 
ceming  her  is  commnmled  to  be  expunge.),  "  bearing  a  pique 
thereat,  as  grating  against  their  siiperatitioua  practice," 

There  are  atlll  many  tmditiona  rbont  het*  at  Ryall;  tome  of 
the  gaud  folks  there  calt  her  a  qnten,  and  t,ay  the  was  wont  In 
bathe  in  Tibbal's-hill  spring,  or  Tibha's-hill  well. 

The  Church  ia  dedicated  to  8t.  John  the  Evang«itst.  It  ha*  ■ 
handsome  Gothic  tonr  of  the  time  of  Hi^nry  IV.  but  the  spire  is 
considered  ill  ilanger  of  falling.  The  interior  i*  Oothic,  plain, 
but  very  clean,  und  has  aorae  neat  mural  monuments  and  at- 
chievementa.  On  the  outside,  at  the  north-vest  side,  or  end  of 
the  church  behind  tlio  towtr,  are  some  vestiges  (as  il  is  said,) 
of  her  cell  or  chapel,  where,  as  Gough  says  in  his  additiona  to 
Camden,  she  lived,  died,  and  was  buried  ;  the  east  end  of  it  ia  the 
west  end  of  the  church,  partly  introdueed  inlo  it,  and  an  aperture 
in  the  solid  wall  for  the  priest,  or  person  in  the  chapel,  to  see  the 
choir.  In  the  east  end  of  the  chapel  there  is  a  square  spiieo  over 
what  was  once  the  alUr,  for  a  picture;  and  close  by  it  a  smaJI 
slone  niche  for  a  statue  or  relic.  Sis  holes  still  remain  to  fasten 
a  crystal  or  door  bcfnre  it ;  the  sides  and  west  end  of  the  chapel 
are  gone;  one  of  its  stone  windows  is  in  a  cottage  at  the  west 
end  or  the  town.  To  this  we  mnsl  add,  however,  that,  on  a  close 
examination,  it  Is  plain  that  this  could  not  have  been  the  actual 
cell  of  St.  Tibha,  as  it  is  evidently  the  remains  of  a  species 
of  architecture  unheud-  of  until  nearly  six  centuries  after  her 
death. 

In  an  apartment  over  the  porch  of  entrance,  a  school  is  held 
for  the  instruction  of  about  thirty  children,  in  English,  writing'. 
and  arithmetic;  it  is  sometliing  on  the  principle  of  a  freesrhoo), 
but  unfortunately  there  is  not  any  permanent  fund  for  ils  conti- 

fhe  Manor-Aoute,  an  aid  oiaiisiw  r,  lui 
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Ife>  <li1lf  ■■■  M^uiM  far  ITM.  «M»  ■  •  fMf 

■  twlk^tm  Iwiri^;  the  akvi*  acoft,-^]* 

irfiiwtlfcy  tiiel—aiWj.ttata  *- •'--'-  "n     n    fflili'l 

MBrtoMciL  -Itii  if  fir  ifcMB^ii  liMi  "■  Bjii  JiLjm 
■Mk  W  «U  pcHle^  piM»A.  I  MAt  -'  f-  '  I  rii  Til  i 
1W|iiiHigw  »t  J—.  \t}  %^»U^mmk."  T^m^tmtm^^m 

i.  Ite  jfKmAn  liiii  il  ■iMJiw  hiiir.    «^ -^ 

iIm  priik.  K  BMt  Mt  o«it  -  St^MM-ln^."  wWk  Cw- 
^ea**  rf  JMilw  nwi  jfn  ■■  faif«J  fan  -  St.  EUtc'i  M." 
Bwlkr  boly  vngm.  n-m  to  ft.  lOb,  to  wban  be  «)*, 
pcifaft  U>  ipri^  affMtte  to  SL  TiU«'.  na  esMKnfe^,  wf 

fLih^B  W  H  «cll  rfcriTtJ  frMB  -  Sl  TibU's  fatA,"  the  praM- 

.4e(  •fheimtrt  ImL  place  rccpccting  Uie  pamfc,  k 

'     ~    ~  tbal  Uw  P»ar  fa»d  ■  right  of  otta^ 

&x^  i|iM  Oic  hwlk.    ]■  rwM^iww  vf^  Uiia,  Iob^  of  ite 

i  n]«e,  Kt  Uot  petioJ.  aT  lea  pomdi.  and  oeamriMr  1^ 
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lag  at  tbia  moment  ailvertised  for  sale.  It  is  but  a  small  pa- 
,  mh,  curiAidiog  of  not  more  than  TOO  acres,  wbich  la^  open  and 
uninclofted  until  179ti.  T lie  church  is  dedicated  to  Alt  Saints, 
(tod  JR  not  older  than  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  ds  the  oldeit  part  of 
it,  which  is  the  north  aisle,  baa  Us  arcbes  of  the  style  of  Anglo- 
Norman  aicbitecture  of  that  time,  with  a  variety  of  fancirutly 
arnameuted  capitals  to  the  pillars.  Tbe  other  parU  srem  of  a 
later  date,  and  have  some  very  fine  lancet  windows.  The  monu- 
mental remains  are  but  few  ;  and  the  only  one  deserving  of  no- 
lice  is  at  the  end  of  the  south  aisle,  being  a  stone  of  a  coffin 
sbape,  lying  on  the  ground,  under  an  obtuse  pointed  arch  of  the 
later  l^thic,  with  very  deep  mouldings,  and  supported  by  short 
pillnrs.  There  are  no  other  antiquities,  except  aoa>e  slight  re- 
mains of  earth  works  lo  tbe  westward  of  the  church,  in  a  field 
still  called  the  Hill-closL' ;  and  tiitse  Mr.  Blore  thinks  may  be 
the  remains  of  "  Scrape's  manor,"  or  of  the  niansiou  of  the 
Prior  of  Newstead,  wh(.'0  tbe  parish  belonged  to  thai  monastery. 

Bridge  Casterton,  which  ties  upon  the  Great  north  roud, 
aud  aim  upon  the  ancient  Komun  Ermine  Sireel,  baa  given  ritic 
to  a  greater  variety  of  opinions  among  antiquaries  than  perhaps 
any  place  in  the  British  empire. 

It  has  by  some  been  supposed  lo  he  the  ancient  Ronmn  sta- 
tion of  Gaiisnina,  of  Cauiennis,  wbicb  others  again  place  st 
Nottingham.  Some  again  imagine  tbe  present  name  of  it  to 
have  given  an  appellation  to  Kesteven  in  Lincolnshire. 

Burton,  in  his  Commentary,  says,  "  Brig  Casterton,  vetus- 
tatis  nomen  apparet,  so  called  quasi  Oppidutii  Castrornm,  because 
of  a  camp  there  some  time  of  the  Romans  ;"  and  he  adds,  that 
"  Brig  in  the  beginning  Ibereof  (as  Camden  sayn,)  denotes  tbe 
passage  over  the  river  llierc  by  a  bridge." 

Some  have  HuppuW  this  place  to  he  the  "  Durobrivik"  of  tbe 
Itinerary  ;  but  Reynolds,  in  bis  laic  Cuinmeutary,  stni-ts  an  idea 
Mint  DuTobrivia  is  Lynn  in  Norfolk  ;  and  that  Causennis  is 
UoHon  ! 

Burton  again,  in  bi*  Commnntary  on  the  Iter,  (p.  WA.)  carries 

Kbriviii  to  Doriiford  near  Wansfonl,  hut  sems  to  lliir.k.  with- 
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Camili;!),  tUl  Cuveunia  ia  Cubrtwi :  and  Dr.  Gwim,  m  ppH 

Bnilrr  the   iii-ad   of  "  Uurulmvit,"  uyb,   ' 

ubi  mkuifeslu  vidil  orbik   |>robl«tx  iulkia,   et   I 

Nuincri  M.  K  vuto  liic  muUwn  mlundant  i 

enini  Durnbriw  ae  et  Dumelord  habewitur,   vix  XX  adrani 

Daroli|H>iit«.    SuHpicur  ilaqne  Ourobrivis   bwce  «■■«.    BngQ* 

lertoD  ad  iiecuiiiluM  ultra  SUuUbnliam  lapiUeoi   d  pn  US 

legenda  ease  XXX  M.  P.  qu«  vera  est  ilutitiitt*  islfrOffiiB 

HluJ  ut  Gormnncaster,  «ti|tie  eo  poLius  qiutd  fere  caodMi  IhWi 

CtiUM-uniii,  quaiti.  t-l  illiii  umignat  Anlouinus." 

After  ud  Di^iuy,  auJ  suob  wild,  con>eotiires,  ««  an  ilirt 
afmid  tu  vtiiture  uiy  opiiiioo  upon  iu  identity,  Airtbcr  Uan  H 
rt  wuM  muMt  terlaitily  a  Koimin  Hlatiun,  a(  wfaieh  there  are  tt*» 
■wins  or  Ibo  encampueot  uii  the  auuth-east  aide  of  HwfMrt 
village.  Tbix  xeiina  t«  bave  beuii  fiiriilied  wMt  a  ««f^  i 
m  bnlh  aidta,  buiiig:  »ufficiei>tl^  deftmdud  oit  the  other  !«•  hj  it 
river;  bnt  it  U  probable  tlmt  the  Rumbi)«  had  ■ 
tistit  foitificationa  llian  mere  earth  vorks ;  for  ic 
i>  aliU  called  the  "  Ciulle-clow/'  foumlatiuua  of  a  watt  batetM* 
dng  Uf  not  many  yvara  ago,  oa  Mr.  tiotig^h  Ictia  n 
tiDDK  to  Caindcii, 

Here  woB  evidently  Uic  greal  road  called  "  Ermine  Stmt;" 
nod  tliough  the  proacnt  road  dues  not  precisely  Iceep  its  Om, 
yet  tuimt;  part  of  its  raised  baiilc  id  still  very  viailite  in  toW 
pliic!fti  four  or  tivo  feet  high,  beUreea  Casterlon  tmd  ttie  lur 
tumint;  down  tn  Tickencote.  oii  tlie  weHtern  aide* 

Bveti  the  namr  of  Uiis  roud,  aa  well  an  itt>  lUrvrtiom,  baa  gina 
riKO  to  loine  cuiilruveniy.  Suldcn  considera  il  derived  fron  tkn 
word  "  Inueiwul,"  u  imnie  giveu  by  the  Suxona  to  Atfrmrf, 
Vihu,   avcurdiiig  to  the  Rouiui  inytbulngy,  presided  over  bi^ 


^  Iu  lin*  ofdinction  in  ihii  neigh bcrarliomJ  ii  iciou  Cuileigh  park,  i 

fll'e  wntcrii  ililc  (if  the  wall  i>f  Amlln  Fcian  al  Siiinf.ytdi  than  ai 

Vp)iinBhaiu  road  .iai mug  tlir  piciciii  ixirtb  maiJ    hnir  Kay  bcl 

■nd  Bifdtc  CMlrrloo,  llmiicc  t»  HgrnJaoe.  wlicrc  it  uuii  allM^'"' 

btaiwh  gaint  lowacd*  M*liiu|l»i4i  the  oltui  bj  Strettou,  tie.    -f 

ttaiBlvld. 


ways  io  general  KeilD«t  and  Burton  again  agree  in  deriving  it 
fcota  "  Armyinth,"  a  British  word,  beca.ase  it  crosses  mountains 
ud  pathleu  places;  hut  perhaps  its  more  natural  deriration 
ia  from  the  Saxon  word  Herniaii,  a  warrior,  whence  Ernitig 
Street  is  the  military  road. 

Stokeley  suys  of  it,  that  it  passes  a  "  little  ahove  Stamford, 
between  it  and  Tyawell ;  then  rises  again  upon  the  opposite  hill, 
catering  Lincolnshire,  with  its  broad  and  dated  creat,  till  it  goes 
to  Bridge  Casterton  ;  it  is  composed  all  the  way  of  stone,  gravel, 
and  baril  matcriaiij,  got  near  at  hand." 

Its  sUte  in  1 727  is  thus  dearribed  by  Peck  in  his  Annals  of 
Slamfonl:  "  Being  passed  Bridge  Casterton,  Eruiing  Street  ap> 
pears  again  very  plainly  just  beyond  the  place  where  a  track  on 
the  left  turns  out  of  the  great  road  to  Tickencote.  Thence  it 
carries  you  almost  to  Horn-lane  with  a  very  high  bank.  A  little 
before  you  euler  Uial  laue,  and  till  jou  are  got  through  it,  the 
bank  beiug  much  worn  hy  frequent  tniveUiitg,  ia  but  discernible ; 
but  immediately  beyond  it  rises  again  with  a  greater  eminence." 
Another  lyuolation  from  the  same  author  will  serve  to  amuse,  and 
to  shew  on  what  very  slight  foundations  antitjuaries  will  some- 
limes  build  their  systems,  "  Before  1  leave  Bridge  CasU'rton, 
a  word  or  two  concerning  a  coin  found  there.  In  the  parsonage- 
houac,  about  170^,  was  found  a  rL-markablc  Roman  coin,  (what 
emperor  I  could  not  learn,)  with  a  Britannia,  (very  like  that  on 
our  modern  half-pence,)  on  the  reverse.  It  was  preseuted  by 
Mr,  Jonathan  Clougb,  then  rector  of  that  place,  to  the  lute  Mr. 
William  Forster,  then  rector  of  St.  Michael's,  Stamford,  as  a 
enrioaity  worthy  of  his  particular  regard.  Mr.  Forster  himself, 
from  whom  I  had  this  account,  told  loe,  with  some  coneeru.  that 
leaving  this  coiu  one  day  in  his  parlour  window,  some  of  his 
children  met  with  it,  and  taking  it  for  an  halfpenny,  or  farthing, 
disposed  of  it,  so  un  he  could  never  hear  of  it  a^'aiu  :  whereof  I 
have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  that  meeting  lately  with  Mr. 
Clotigb,  after  Bltijuuiuting  him  wlUl  what  Mr.  Forster  told  me 
as  ubuve.  all  that  hi'  pleased  Id  answer  was,  it  was  so  long  ago 
jie  could  uat  nuaembcr  h)i'  "  '  he  over  gave  Mr.  Fonter  auch  a 
DL.  XII.  '  ^^^^  Min, 


KtiTHNDSBIIlE, 

cniii,  mnch  less  vlml  emperor  it  wax,  or  wbelher  ^ag  wf,  or  otlj 
foutiit,  dropped  m  the  hou*f."  This  leameJ,  aBftidnmn.  and  ft»- 
dtntly  »ery  mrniite  antiqnary,  after  great  r«searoli,  wiys  "  He 
Icanied  bishop  Kfiinet  menlioM  two  coins,  ooe  of 
mid  tlicoDicr  of  Allrclvt,  liolh  nliich  had.  on  tire  t 
pictiiru  of  PallaK,  wild  an  otivc  leaf  in  her  ri^'trt  liand,  reachia;  % 
ciiit  in  loki;n  of  pcntc  ofiered  ;  and  a  spear  in  her  tvtt  hand,  Ibl 
ir  paice  WM  refuMtd,  tlien  ware  should  ensiit :  Ihc  sanir  with  mt 
nf  vliich  miglit  prohnlily  be  tbr  coin  abovf,  which  cnin,  if  il 
brlotigeU  to  cillicr  of  Ihose  prinfrsi,  was  minted  before  Ihr  jtw 
of  Christ  394,  when  Atlectna,  Ihc  Inst  of  tbem,  was  slain  hj  At- 
Klcpio<loluK." 

After  these  very  ingenious  ronjcrturei),  we  shall  not  take  vp  At 
rcitder'ii  time  longer  than  to  notice  some  l&ter  idcAs  on  thit  pbot. 
llorHtey,  in  Mh  Britannia  Romaiia.  is  cMpre«sly  of  opini<ia  tlol 
llib  Diiiohrivtr  of  the  nortlieni  iters,  for  there  was  anathet  l)t- 
r"briTi8  in  Kent,  was  Caatrr,  or  the  station  noar  it ;  bat  he  iuM*. 
"  at  Bridge  Castf  rloo,  two  miles  north  from  Slamfnrrf,  Ihrre  lit* 
aiKO  been  a  station.  It  is  situated  on  the  north  cast  side,  aad 
near  a  crook  of  the  small  river  that  rant.  Iit  it.  Tliis  ilation  i 
not  named  in  the  Ilcr ;  nor  can  I  tliiiik  that  both  these  an  i 
tioneit  toother  in  one  Iter.  Cor  in  no  Iter,  where  I 
places  can  possibly  ocrur,  is  tliero  n  diMimrr  hntweorK 
stations,  nartablc,  or  nearly  cfinal,  to  the  disliince  betwee 
and  Bridge  Casterton,  wliieh  is  but  nine  eampnted  miles. " 

Salmon  attempted  to  nnravel  Iheae  diHirnItici> ;  but  R*y»«lA 
shews  hov  littlu  lU'pendencc  can  be  ptuecd  on  liis  reveries;  and 
Ur.  Mason,  in  his  remarks  upon  Gough.  ^a\t  of  him,  "  8almab 
wrote  CK  professo  upon  the  Itinerary  ;  and  as  he  r«de  oro'tM. 
wliole  kinjrdom  for  that  pnrpose.  one  nught  expect  g^rcsl  ii 
mentjt  from  hiin.  But  wliatcver  opinion  he  Irnd  once  ( 
no  reasoning,  honcver  driir  and  strong,  cotdd  ever  r 
from  persisting  in  it.  He  has  all  nlon;;  pretended  to  fim}  i 
lary  way,  whenever  he  wanted  il,  in  places  where  thero  i 
the  least  appearance  of  nny  snch  tiling.  Remains,  he  alsa  ti 
of,  where  there  certainly  arc  none  ;  and  great  campa,  vhere  Uwf 


sear*  M|^ 

iewanyl^H 
ree»C^i^ 


find  *«^| 
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■  iiuigtiiGcant,  or  not  Roman.  And  excepting  a  fe^ 
observations,  which  are  to  be  admitted  with  some  caution,  there 
M  nothing  worth  attending  to  in  hJE  whole  design,  all  his  Itine- 
rary being  laid  down  as  if  the  Romans  had  chiefly  intended,  by 
traversing  the  country,  to  make  their  Journeys  as  long  as  they 
could,  and  aliia  to  avoid  good  roads." 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  conjectural  history  of  Caaterton, 
we  arc  arrived  at  that  period,  when  it  is  supposed  by  Camden  to 
have  been  destrnyed  by  the  Picts  and  Scots,  at  the  time  when 
Hciigist  and  hia  Saxon  troops  stopped  their  further  incursions  ot 
Stamfocd,  In  the  Saxon  times,  it  was  held  by  Earl  Morcar ; 
and  at  the  Norman  survey  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Hugh  Fitz- 
Balderic.  Prom  him  it  came  to  lite  family  of  De  La  War;  and 
soon  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  to  Lord  Scroope,  of 
Bolton.  During  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Heury  Vlll.  it 
was  the  property  of  the  Loril  Hussey ;  but  he  being  attainted  of 
high  treason,  it  came  afterwards  to  tlie  Exeter  family.  It  is  a 
curious  fact,  that  although  both  town  and  parish  are  c&IIed  Cas- 
terton,  yet  the  manor,  which  Mr,  Blore  says  is  co-extensive  with 
the  parish,  is  more  commonly  called  in  public  records,  ffoodhead. 
or  Wodekeeed,  from  the  residence  of  the  ancient  lords  in  its  high 
woodland  part,  more  than  a  mile  north  from  the  village,  and  a 
little  west  from  the  public  road  leading  from  Casterton  to  Pick- 
worlli ;  and  where  the  site  of  their  mauHion  may  be  traced  by  the 
fuunJulion  of  walls  within  a  square  moat. 

The  Bridge,  which  gives  it  the  adjuricl.  Consists  of  several 
arches ;  and  near  it  is  the  ancient  Gothic  Church,  close  to  the 
road  side,  with  its  tower  and  light  airy  pinnacles.  It  is  dedicated 
to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul;  of  one  of  whom  tb<.re  is  a  curions 
ancient  figure  on  the  outside  in  a  niche  over  the  east  window,  and 
of  which  a  very  good  engraving  may  be  found  in  Mr.  Blore's  New 
Survey  of  the  County.  Though  not  very  large,  yet  this  chnrch 
has  a  nave  and  two  small  aisles,  with  the  capitals  of  the  pillara 
which  support  the  arches  very  richly  ornamented  with  fbli^e ; 
but  the  present  edilice  is  evidently  a  re-edi 6 cation,  as  these  pil- 
lars, the  chanctl  in  part,  and  ihe  porch,  seem  of  higher  aDti<(utty 
I  2  than 
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tlia:.  t'  L  o.utT  prU  of  t'-.c  b  jiUi:  j.  Ti.c  l:-.hi  or^r  the  altir  a 
for^i  !  ..:  rr.'  lanctt-fo.-t-.i  »inJotrs:  their  »liatts  «re  Teiy 
si...'l«i;  :r\l  ih:ir  laji.ul-  .-re  ncliU  luliagtrd  in  th«e  L.UsI  G«- 
iii.::  >?•.!♦:■  c;'  o:::aiii':-:it.  Mr.  Bloiw  oh>er%i*,  iLat  tac  rharck 
bi  .«•»  'i.;i\e  Ikcr  ori^i:iiil\  iijUr.'Jc.i  «jn  a  larjtr  plan,  fur  iLe  rarf 
tji  *!.  I.'i■■•^  !i  ili».-  i"v.er  is  i-r-j;:-tu,  l:a>  arni'^rhtl  >Li«:lds  at  tkc 
fojr  f.  •iM'.r-,  a.'iil  lliis  lo*er  »cems  t«»  Lavo  i  tea  dt signed  It 
fi  r.ij  J. A  c  :jir».-  of  Ihe  td.Dce,  vhicfa,  nj  Uit  sljle  and  the 
in  il.r  «T./i..!»  r>f  tbe  arches,  appears  to  Lave  been  erected 
the  In-',  of  Henry  Vf.  Mr.  Blore  has  endearourtd,  but  ivithcrf 
f»ucc-.>s,  tu  ascertain  the  object  of  a  carious  monument  under  t 
flat  nrcli  in  the  outside  wall  of  the  south  aisle.  It  consists  mereij 
vfiiii-  hfuf],  hands,  and  feet,  of  a  recurabeol  figure,  sunk  in  squares 
at  tlie  t-fto  euds  of  a  stone  slab,  and  is  deservin:r  of  notice. 

In  the  ecclesiastical  tavalion  of  Pope  Nicholas  in  1201,  tiui 
cliurch  is  estimated  at  SI. ;  so  that  it  is  prohablc  that  part  of  the 
presi.nt  buildini^  is  as  old  as  that  period. 

Before  we  leave  Casterton,  it  may  not  bo  useless  to  mc-ntioi 
the  "  Liniim  pcreunc"  or  perennial  blue  flax,  may  be  found  wiM 
on  both  sides  of  the  north  road  in  its  vicinity,  uud  in  the  variov 
stoiiv  fields  near  it. 

m 

Ty>\v£ll  is  a  larL^o  straguliiif^  \illa^i  on  tho  I'jipir.ghaiB 
road;  and,  acconliii^  to  Mr.  Bluro,  auciMilly  i\dlcJ  "  IVdin- 
wtUf,"  from  Tiflr,  si^^nifyiiiij  La\-L:rass,  iw.A  ftii^,  a  uieaiiow. 
It  lies  on  the  nnil!i  bank  of  the  Wiliuiid,  in  thi  va!lcv  betvets 
the  counties  of  Rullaud  and  Nurlhampton  ;  and  has  a  very  aa- 
cienl  chnrrh  witii  a  slope  roofed  tower,  tlcdicated  ti>  All  Saiats. 
In  the  inside  are  the  amis  of  tin*  (\cifs  in  mafiy  {i:irls ;  andoi 
the  east  wall  of  the  chancel  is  tl.c  fol!o\^inir  cuiIkun  ipilaph: 

"  Raincrns  j:iC(t  hi  ic  lli.nn.inus,  origine  T;ui-v  r,  qjii  no^il 
multa,  et  njnllis  in)|*(rtiit,  in  quo  dncti  cum  cnltis  liaLitarunt  mo- 
ribus  artcs,  Christi  sancti  fides  Zolns  ]ncUti.s  aviti.  setatis  dl. 
Octob.  18.  Obiit  .Anno  Domini  KIGS.*'  Wlio  this  leamei 
Herman  Rainer  was,  or  how  a  native  of  Tanijier  in  Barbarj 
camo  to  Tynwell,  we  could  not  uscert-.;iii :  for  thduprh  by  luscfir 
taph  he  .seems  to  have  been  learned  enough  fur  a  conjuror,  jdk 
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Must  liavc  been  the  laxt  in  the  place,  as  we  could  liii>l  ni 
lliat  knew  any  thing  slmutliim. 

Tlie  village  coatsiiis  some  ^od  comfortatilr  Itonses ;  and  tlier 
is  a  very  anliqiie  nmnor-hmi^nrtlie  Ellzabetlian  oge,  nowafario. 
house,  bot  still  a  very  good  s]>eeimen  of  tlie  slylft  of  tliat  per 
Nifarthis  also  were  ouce  some  rpina,  wliicli  we  were  not  fortni 
enough  to  find :  but  Peck,  in  his  Stamford,  says,  "  the  strt 
of  the  Wetland  is  Etnpped  by  o  calaraci,  or  tccuA,  u  it  is  cal 
about  half  way  between  Siamfon)  ant!  Tynwell,  ami  part  nf 
conveyed  to  a  mill  of  great  antiquity  called  King's  Mill.     It 
*  about  half  way    between    the  foresaid   littJe  briilgc  and   ' 
stood  Bredcmft-lmnse,  a  place  where  formerty  the  hossioni 
tradition  snys,  were  kopt  fcir  Riillnnd.     Tlie  ibiindatioti&  of  t 
old  struclure  may  vet  be  plainly  discovered  on  the  northern  banb 
of  this  water-en II rse," 

Paaaiiig  over  HMihUy  Common,  from  whence  ibere  i»  a  Giw 
Tiev>  «f  Korthainplon  and  LincolnHbires,  we  arrive  at  Ktllmt,  k 
small,  but  ancient  village,  a  little  to  llie  left  of  the  nnd.  It 
was  the  property  of  Richard  de  Homct  as  early  »5  the  reign  of 
Stephen  ;  from  whom  it  came  throngh  severHt  handii  to  the  [Isr- 
ringtonB,  and  tben  to  the  NoeU,  being  now  the  property  of  the 
beir  of  the  Gainsborough  estates,  lis  tennrc  is  by  knight's  ser- 
vice; and  it  is  a  curiaus  fact,  Ibut  the  slierifiit  of  the  county 
collect  annually  n  rent  of  two  shillings  from  the  inli&bitants, 
"  pro  nereis  rcyin*,"  which  can  only  be  translated  "for  the 
^een's  boots."  Thia  may  perhaps  have  been  suf&cient  in  early 
tim<«  to  have  supplied  a  queen  with  btiuls  for  a  year,  though  now 
it  would  scarcely  furnish  wax  and  ends  even  if  4ucens  WCTO  to 
make  tlieir  own  boots,  according  to  the  fasbiou  of  the  day. 

The  church  is  extremely  ancient,  and  of  Saxon  origin.  The 
west  door  is  stated  by  Mr.  BIgre  to  be  a  mixture  of  the  Norman 
style,  wbicb  was  on  the  dL-cline,  nnd  of  the  Gothic,  tlien  begin- 
ning to  prevail ;  bnt  we  may  add  that  it  has  a  Saxoa  cenlrv.  ani] 
two  tiothic  side  doors  with  Saxon  ornaments ;  and  also,  that  fnim 
the  highly  omauc-ntcd  kIjIg  of  Ulo  centre,  we  should  suppose 
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tlint  part  of  a  very  old  date,  particulBjIy  as  the  chu 
vury  old  and  ruinous  state  in  1291,  so  that  it  is  most  likely  l» 
have  been  built  at  tiie  period  spokeu  of,  aouietiuie  about  Ike  mid- 
dle of  Stephen's  reign,  or  1144. 

Wlicii  re-edilied,  it  waa  erected  in  the  form  of  a  catlwtel. 
beioEE  nearly  as  beautiful,  though  not  ao  large,  as  the  BOtbv 
church  of  Lincoln;  and  Hu^h  dc  Wells,  then  bishop  of  tkH 
see,  waa  so  aiixioua  for  ila  completioti,  tlmt  be  grunted  a  rdciM 
of  twenty  days'  penance  to  all  thoae  who  shoulil  eontribate  aiy 
thing  to  the  building  or  repair  of  this  church  of  tlte  Blesaed  Maty 
at  Ketton.  It  is  now,  as  Mr.  Wrieht  and  all  other  writep  tgttt, 
the  neatest  pariah  church  in  all  those  parts  for  design  and  stxoe- 
ture.  It  iu  indeed  a  most  elegant  specimen  of  ecclesiastical  ar- 
chitecture even  now,  being  kept  in  most  escellcut  repair,  aoJ 
affords  a  good  idea  of  the  piety  of  early  times.  In  the  interior 
there  are  jet  many  renuiina  of'untiijuity,  for  Ibreeof  the  ancient 
Klalls,  and  sonii:  of  tlie  ancient  pens,  are  still  preserved.  Near 
Uie  chancel  there  ia  a  monument,  inserted  in  the  wall,  of  the  dab 
of  1594,  and  to  the  memory  of  Fcrdinando  Valdecole,  who  ia 
stated  to  have  left  twelve  cliildr«-n,  an  equal  number  of  each  st^; 
and  near  it  is  another  to  Robert  WUitbijc,  vrho  was  prebcadw) 
of  Ketton,  this  being  one  of  the  prebends  of  the  see  of  Lincaln. 
There  are  two  of  a  mure  modem  date,  which  we  aliall  tuseit 
The  £rst  is  for  a  man  vho  will  not  Hud  maiiy  to  imitAtc  hioiat 
tlie  present  day. 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Anthony  Holchkin,  Grocer  i 
Citizen  of  Loudon,  who,  iu  the  midst  of  life,  and  x  very  g 
trade,  satisfied  with  moderate  acquisitions,  retired  here  I 
hurry  of  busineas,  to  tlie  quiet  ejijoyment  of  hiniself,  bis  (i 
and  fortune ;  nftbrding  a  rare  instance  uf  coatentmeiit ;  but,  olu - 
a  very  commou  one  of  human  disappointment.  He  was  seixnl  will) 
a  lingering  illness  that  put  a  periiMl  to  his  life,  Feb.  19,  1763, 
in  tlie  46t!i  year  of  liis  age." 

The  other  displays  auch  a  curioui  aiti<le  of  Faith,  that  we  atr 
surprized  how  it  got  there,  and  much  more  that  it  ibouM  be  ptf- 
milled  to  remain  :  ~ 
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^*  Here  lies  Francis  WottOBy  Esq.  who  exchanged  this  frail 
life  ill  ho|ies  of  a  glorioas  immortality^  through  the  merits  of 
iwod,  and  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christy  August  11,  1735  iu  the 
76th  year  of  his  age." 

But  the  greatest  curiosity  of  tliis  church  is  its  tower  and  spire, 
or  Broche  as  we  were  told  it  should  be  called,  by  a  venerable 
churchwarden,  who  acted  as  a  kind  of  cicerone  to  the  editor  of 
these  sheets.  In  fact,  the  tower  has  no  battlements ;  and  the 
spire  springing  at  once  from  its  summit,  it  seems  that  the  dis- 
tinction may  be  a  just  one.  The  tower  is  rich  in  ornament,  and 
light  in  execution,  having  three  lofty  Gotliic  lancet  windows  on 
each  side,  with  clustere<l  pillars ;  so  slight  indeed  does  it  appear, 
ibat  a  doubt  might  be  entertained  of  its  capability  of  supporting 
the  spire,  if  the  experience i^f  past  ages  had  not  proved  it.  The 
spire  also  is  rich  in  grotesque  ornaments,  ribbed  at  the  comers, 
being  octangular,  lightened  ^f  much  of  its  weight  by  means  of 
twelve  windows  highly  enriched,  and  haviug  four  images  at  the 
principal  corners.     The  whole  is  180  feet  in  height. 

There  has  formerly  been  much  armorial  glass  in  the  windows, 
but  it  is  entirely  gone. 

Near  this  there  is  a  neat  mansion,  recently  inhabited  by  the  late 
Lady  Jane  Edwards,  mother  of  Colonel  Noel,  and  only  daughter 
and  heiress  of  the  last  Earl  of  Gainsborough.  Near  this  there 
are  the  remains  of  an  old  mansion^  which  we  did  not  see  except 
at  a  distance,  but  which  Mr.  Blore  calls  ''  Constable's,  or  Grene- 
liam's  manor,''  and  which  he  says  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
south-east  from  the  church,  on  a  rising  ground  on  the  south-side 
of  the  river  Chater  ;  and  though  wiiat  remains  of  it  is  now  in  a 
forlorn  condition,  it  exhibits  evidences  of  very  respectable  anti- 
quity iu  some  of  the  windows,  and  in  llie  arched  roof  of  timber  in 
the  hall. 

What  is  called  the  '•  Old  Town  Estate*'  iu  this  parish,  consists 
of  lands  which  were  formerly  granted  for  the  purchase  of  white 
bread  and  ale,  to  be  distributed  ou  Cross  Mondny,  or  the  Invention 
of  the  Holy  Cross,  which  falU  on  Monday  after  the  ^d  of  May  ; 

14  but 
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but  this  is  now  applied  to  a  better  purpose  by  the  tnist«M.  1 
have  liaJ  a  piece  of  ground  stl  out  to  them,  on  Ihe  eoclosure  of  ibc 
parish,  which  lets  for  71.  per  annum,  vhicb  is  expended  on  \hr 
education  oflcD  poor  children  in  English,  and  will  now  be  »iiffi- 
cient  to  instruct  five  times  the  nouiber,  if  Ibe  modem  syitn 
should  be  atloplcd. 

This  pariiili  has  alEo  recently  received  a  bequest  in  ■  stogulu 
will  ofa  Mr.  JohnWarfiOKton  of  Slamfonl,  who  (iied  in  I&OG.  ai 
left  40001.  in  the  five  per  cents,  to  irustecB,  to  pny  et^lily  poiodi 
per  auDuoi  (i>  e:ich  of  bis  two  brothel's  as  long  as  Ibey  cuDlinne 
unmarried,  bat  no  longer.  After  their  demise,  the  interest  i»  to 
be  given  to  fifty  poor  widows,  or  unmarried  women,  out  of  Ihit 
parish,  (and  others,  Empingham  in  Rutland,  and  Uffington,  Til- 
lington,  and  Market  Deeping,  in  Lincolnshire)  who  must  be  fiAv- 
five  yean  of  aj^e,  not  guilty  of  aiiy  irregularity,  sober, 
good  attenden  at  church.  Me  allows  fifty  shiUiD)^  to  Ihe  tl 
tees  and  cler^  for  their  aimiiul  meeting ;  but,  with  all  1 
little  arrogance  of  posthumous  vanity,  orders  that  not  a  sliilli 
shall  be  expended  for  these  purposes  untilalarge  table  conla 
all  the  particulars  shall  be  bel  up  in  each  of  the  churches!  I ! 

We  now  proceed  to 
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which  contains  15,340  acres,  with  a  population  of  3119,  consist- 
ing of  1514  msies,  and  16UA  females.     Tliesc  firm  703  hntlies, 
inhabiting  649  houses,  and  there  were  IS  houses  aninhKbilerf  ^h 
1801.     Of  the  total  number  of  persons,  477  were  employed^M 
agricplture,  and  436  in  trade  and  handicraft.  ^H 

The  parishes  in  this  liundred  are,  Ayston,  Eililhweston.  Hai^ 
bleton,  ( llamhledon,  or  Hamilton,  as  it  la  variously  spelled,)  Lyo- 
deii,  Manion,   Msrlinstliorpe,   Normanton,  Preston,   Ridlington, 
Uppingham,  and  Wing. 

The  boundaries  nf  this  division  are  Oakham  Soke,  or  Hundred, 
OD  the  west,  Wraagdyke  on   the  aouth  and  eut,  Alito«  aal 
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East  Hundreds  on  tbe  north  and  east.    Its  fee  is  now  in  the 
Crown. 

On  entering  this  division  from  East  Hundred,  the  first  Tillage 
we  come  to  is 

Edithweston,  a  village  of  farm-houses,  with  a  very  ancient 
church.  The  light  Gotliic  spire  of  this  edifice  is  deserving  of  no- 
tice, and  the  antiquarian  tourist  will  also  observe  an  ancient  man- 
sion close  to  the  church,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  manor* 
house ;  it  is  very  low,  like  most  of  the  mansions  of  the  Elizabethan 
age,  and  has  some  very  curious  Gothic  door-ways. 

It  is  probable  that  the  church  was  in  existence  at  the  foundation 
(or  soon  after)  of  an  Alien  Priory  of  Benedictine  monks,  cell  to 
the  Abbey  of  St.  George  at  Banqnerville  in  Normandy,  to  which 
it  was  given  by  William  de  Tankerville,  Chamberlain  to  King 
Henry  I. ;  *  and  it  is  hot  unlikely  that  the  ancient  mansion,  close 
to  it,  is  part  of  the  old  priory,  particularly  from  its  very  venerably 
appearance. 

About  the  14th  of  Richard  II.  this  priory  was  conveyed  to  the 
Carthusians  of  Coventry,  and  as  part  and  parcel  of  their  poa- 
Bessions  was  given  in  the  4th  of  Edward  VI.  to  William,  Marquis 
of  Northampton;  and  from  him  it  passed  through  the  Herberts  to 
the  family  of  Halford,  which  had  been  sealed  here  for  nearly  two 
centuries. 

There  is  little  else  here  to  interest  the  tourist,  unless  he  has  a 
taste  for  botany,  which  may  be  gratified  by  a  search  after  the 
Pamtusia  Palustris,  or  Grass  of  Parnassus,  which  is  found  in  all 
the  marshy  meadows,  and  also  the  Dipsacus  Pilosus,  the  small 
wild  teasel,  or  shepherd's  rod. 

NoKM ANTON,  which  once  stood  near  it,  is  now  completely  de- 
populated, nothing  remaining  but  its  venerable  little  church, 
which  stands  separate  from  all  other  buildings  in  the  grounds  of 
Normanton  House.  Its  appearance  is  in. cresting,  its  little  Go« 
thic  turret  peeping  out  from  a  shrubbery  ;  yet  it  is  impossible 
pot  to  deplore  that  false  taste,  which,  in  order  to  form  a  smooth 
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luwn,  will  ilrivc  aHay  tlie  simple  villagers,  aud  luvel  Uicir  nuttc 
oolB  witii  tlic  ground  where  ihtir  humble  ancestors  repose. 

This  (iloce  vas  celcbnticil  by  thftr  m  kin  "  Fleece,"  as  par- 
ticularly favourable  loaLeep, 

—  ihe  cluvcr'd  Isoiii 


And  tunnji  roonult  of  bttutcuui  Noiminlaii, 
Hullh'i  dieccrul  liiaiil,  and  ilic  wiecled  »*lk 
Of  He-ilicDW-j  le,.u«." 

Mr.  Uycr,  liowevcr,  Ind  not  lo  lameut  a  depopuUtcd  villagej 
nor  is  il  perhaps  a  source  af  uiihappiiiess  to  tlie  oa«e  linmble  JD- 
liabitauts,  as  Ihe  firescnt  bciicvulcnt  landloril  nuetuti  to  Iiavc  at> 
tcndeil  to  the  comfort  of  his  induEtrious  depeudeuU  residing  in  the 
neighbouring  colta^'es;  yel  still  the  iropreuaion  pmduccd  by  an 
iiwlated  church,  is  of  that  snuibr«  kind  lo  excite  the  tear  of  syn* 
pathy,  and  the  sigh  of  regret  for  miseries,  perhaps  inaginary. 
This  place  ia  not  mentioned  in  the  Norman  Survey,  kit 
aiUr  the  Coui)uesL  was  the  property  of  the  family  of  Nor 
ville,  then  seliled  iu  the  county  of  Kent,  and  froM  whom  it  ci 
4lently  took  ita  natnc.  Their  heiress  general  carried  it  to  Wi 
liam  de  BabingB  about  the  tioie  of  Edward  II.  wboae  fatnily 
their  residence  here,  part  of  which  was  probably  in  Ihv  twcical 
niniior-bouse,  which  appears  to  have  been  two  Dorics  high  «ilJt 
two  wings,  aud  an  advanced  porch,  tiic  roof  being  ballustraded  *. 

From  the  Itusiiigs  it  pushed  to  the  MacLwortlia,  aflcrwi 
Uamnetii,  nnd  from  them  was  purchased  by  an  aoceslor  of  tlie  pA. 
t,<;nt  Sir  Gilbert  HeathcoU,  Bart. 

J'hc  modern  residence  of 

Norman  TON  Hodse 

tilikuds  il)  a  park  containing;  about  400  acres,  well  ftlunti'd  will 
nbotit  two  thousand  large  limber  trees,  principally  oak,  asb,  bccdi 

*  Tlic  Diicient  lovm-liouM  of  llili  fiiinlly,  in  the  metropolis  wo*  dtMM 
Hhrrc  Ulicliwill  Hill  now  Maudi,  and  g«*a  nwDrlo  fiuiugtiaU  Si 
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And  limes,  vhoae  shitde  and  Toliage  have  a  very  fioa  effect;  and 
iwiDe  porta  are  pleasingly  scattered  amongst  brokeo  grounds, 
though  the  park  in  general  i>  on  a  dead  flat. 

The  manaioa  is  an  elegant  modem  edifice  of  while  stone,  will) 
a  centre  of  fiue  elevatiau  and  two  wings;  both  fronts  heing  ink 
style  of  great  arcliitectural  benuty,  and  the  interior  presenting  a 
rich  scene  of  modem  elegance  throughout. 

Prom  the  Hall,  which  is  tight  and  airy,  and  contains  some  good 
statues,  we  proceed  to  the  Library,  an  elegant  room  fitted  op 
with  sobs,  and  the  books  so  covered  with  handsome  chintx  curtains 
that  it  has  more  the  appearance  of  a  dressing  room,  than  an  apart- 
ment occupied  for  purposes  of  study. 

Passing  throagh  the  Small  Drawing  Room,  which  is  fitted 
lip  with  stndied  elegance,  we  enter  a  Dressing  Room,  in  a  simple 
style  of  ornament,  and  containing  a  portrait  of  the  late  amiable 
and  lamented  Mrs.  Dufi*,  and  four  small,  but  handsome,  land- 

Tlie  Dining  Room  is  a  very  superb  apartment,  with  a  vaulted 
and  stuccoed  ceiling,  in  compartments.  Over  the  fire-place  is  the 
original  painting  ofthe  present  Lady  Heathcote,  in  the  character 
of  Hebe,  the  engraved  copies  of  wliicli  have  been  bo  much  admired 
in  tile  London  prinUsbops.  Here  is  nlso  a  very  handsome  paint.i 
ing  of  Moses  found  in  the  bulrushes,  evidently  by  au  artist  of  con^i 
siderable  skill,  though  unknown. 

The  Drawing  Room  is  a  most  brilliant  apartment,  fitted  up 
with  embossed  gold  paper,  witli  gilt  borders  and  mouldings ;  the 
chairs  are  of  light  blue  satin,  with  white  flowers  ;  and  the  whola 
is  extremely  light  and  elegant,  without  being  gaudy. 

I'he  State  Bed  Room  is  in  a  style  of  simple  magiiiiicence ;  the 
bed  of  white  aud  gold,  with  the  furniture  and  ornaments  of  the 
walls  to  correspond  ;  the  Dressing  Room  belonging  to  it  is  also 
a  handsome  specimen  of  modem  taste,  and  the  ceiling  in  par- 
ticnlar  is  very  fine,  being  elegantly  painted  in  treillagc  and 
ftVmgc. 

The  Back  Druicing  Room  has  ;i  pleasant  bow-i xcess,  and  is 

fitted 


IM 

itied  vp  witk  spotted  Cbiaoe  piper,  ^fk 

wbiciive  Jmagfaing  wad  niwtw^  Oipiib  «  diiaf  iciifD,  mad  iato* 

iperseJ  with  puinel  slips  of  pisitf  gliw. 

Esdi  sate  of  sputeenls,  oa  kith  floors,  has  doors  whirli 
tbrov  opett  a  rista  ftoai  end  to  ead;  sad  as  there  aire  largv  pble- 
gbss  siimis  at  each  cxtreaiitj,  the  lednplicalcdl  eficct  is  ei- 
tremdv  fine. 

The  Gardens  are  Bodera,  aad  aot  vefT  e^te— ive;  hat  tte 
Gnmmds  are  neatly  laid  out,  aad  have  some  Tery  ime  praspacts  ia 
diflcwat  poiats  of  view. 

The  botaaist  who  naiUes  tbiwa^h  NoraaaioB  Ftok,  aad  its 
Tictaitj,  will  be  aioch  pleased  with  the  Tarioas  apecimoos  of  a 
very  scares  plant,  the  Cemitmma  auimmuUis/kgmjp,  or  later  aa* 
fMi«n»l  GeatisB. 

Lthoev  fies  between  Edithwestoa  aad  Maatoa,  hat  is  ast 
Beatioaed  in  the  Nonaaa  Sonrey,  though'  in  the  weign  of  Ed- 
ward II.  it  was  a  Royal  annor.     Edward  III.  granted  it  to  Rs- 
hert  de  Corby  aad  Joan  his  wife  ;  bat  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 
it  was  the  property  of  John  Deneys,  from  whosi  it  went  through 
Pity  ton  and  Hunt,  until  it  was  purchased  by  Sir  Abel  Baiker  aad 
Thomas  Barker,  his  brother,  who  left  both  the  manor  and  advow- 
son  to  Sir  Thomas  Barker^  Bart,  who  appears  to  have  buiH  the 
house,  from  the  date  1675  on  an  ancient  chimney-piece  in  one  of 
the  apartments. 

The  Hall  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Barker,  Esq.  aad  is 
an  antique  edifice^  in  the  style  of  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century. 

The  interior  of  the  house  is  a  good  specimen  of  old  EnglivL 
comfort,  without  any  of  the  appendages  of  modem  frippery.  Ou 
an  old  chimuey-picce  is  car\ed  a  characteristic  motto  of 

"  AureuiQ  qoiftqais  mediocritatem 
Dilegit,  tutus  caret  obsolete 
Sedibiis  tecti,  caret  evidauda 

Sobrias  aula.'* 

and 


andoDO  of  llie  lower  Apartments  is  pecaliarl;  intcrestiag,  iron 
containing  au  origiDal  paintiDi;  of  the  celebrated  H'hislon,  wlio 
vas  ntatcrnally  great  grandlatlier  of  the  present  worthy  powenor 
of  the  mausion.  He  U  drawn  with  liis  finger  lifted,  his  led  hand 
holdings  a  book,  and  his  countcnuuce  deeply  in  the  act  of  phi)oB»- 
pliic  compilation.  This  portrait  was  executed  by  a  lady,  of  whom 
Horace  Walpole  saya,  "  Mrs.  Hoadly,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Ciirtiii,  was  disciple  of  Mrs.  Deal,  and  a  paintreas  of  por- 
traits by  profesaioD,  when  she  wa*  so  happy  as  to  become  the 
wife  of  that  great  and  good  man.  Dr.  Hoadly,  afterwards  Bishop  of 
Winchester.  From  that  time  abe  only  practised  the  art  for  her 
amusemeut ;  tliough,  if  we  may  judi^e  of  her  talents  by  the  print 
from  her  portrait  of  Whiston,  the  art  lost  aa  much  as  she  gained. 
She  died  ia]  745." 

Near  him  also  hangs  a  picture  of  liis  daughter,  and  of  her  hus' 
blind,  tlie  learned  Tliumas  Darker,  Esq.  a  frequent  and  iiiteltigeut 
rnrrcHpondent  of  the  Royal  Society.  He,  and  his  learned  fatlier- 
iji-law,  seem  indeed  to  have  dedicated  great  part  of  their  time, 
whilst  at  Lyndcn,  to  philosophical  pursuits  and  observations. 
Mr.  Whiston,  in  the  Phil.  Trans.  Vol.  III.  gives  an  extraordinary 
account  of  two  mock  suns,  and  a  curious  halo,  seen  here  in 
I7'J1;  and  in  the  XLVlIth  volume  of  the  same  work,  there  is  an 
acrouut  of  an  extraordinary  phKnomennn  seen  here  on  the  Idth  of 
Ssptembcr  I749,which  resembled  a  water-spout,  communicated  by 
?tlr.  Barker.  It  passed  over  Beaton  field,  crossed  GluUlon  and 
JHon-uf,  toviards PillOJt's  town  end;  split  an  oak  tree,  sixteen  inches 
in  diameter;  and  passed  off  between  Edithicnton  taA  HambUdim, 
Another  mineralogical  phienomenon,  or  rather  dUcorery,  took 
place  here  in  1780,  when,  in  digging  a  trench  for  the  laying  ofa 
drain,  a  great  number  of  pieces  of  Talc  were  dug  up  in  a  stiff  blue 
elay ;  and  we  understand,  that  talc  has  also  been  found  in  various 
otlier  parts  of  the  county. 

The  church,  which  is  a  small  Gothic  edifice  with  a  neat  tower, 
stands  at  the  back  of  the  ball,  and  in  its  simple  burying-ground 
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Has  the  odebrtted  FhilonplMr,  cofierad  wiA  an  tnoBlb  Hi 
bat  with  an  headnrtooe  iiaerted  in  the  wall,  on  which  it  ■> 
scribed 

''  Here  lieth  the  body  of 

The  Rev.  William  WhistoD,  M.  A. 

He  was  bom  Dec.  9th  1667, 

and  died  Aug.  23, 1759, 

In  the  85th  jtar  of  hit  age. 

Hit  writmgi  tbew 

Hit  unwearied  study* 

And  extemive  knowledge 

in  variout  parts  of  Liteiatare  ; 

Hit  suflfering^  for  conscience  sake 

prove  his  sincerity. 

After  a  Hie  spent 

In  piety  towards  God, 

And  benevolence  and  charity 

towards  man. 

He  rests  in  hope 

through  the  merits  of  Christ 

Of  a  joyful  and  blessed  resurrection, 

to  eternal  life.*' 

Though  he  was  not  a  native  of  this  connty^  bat  of  Leicester- 
shire,  we  cannot  omit  the  following  anecdote  of  him,  in  this 
place.  In  the  year  1725,  he  was  accustomed  to  attend  Queen 
Caroline,  along  with  other  learned  men,  one  evening  in  every 
week,  to  talk  of  the  progress  of  science.  The  queen  payiag: 
him  a  compliment  on  his  candour  and  sincerity,  requested  hin 
to  tell  her  of  her  faults ;  and  after  some  time  he  mentioiied  her 
irreverend  behaviour  at  chapel,  as  having  made  an  nnfiivourable 
impression  on  the  minds  of  strangers.  The  queen  said  nothing; 
but  about  six  weeks  afterwards  again  requested  him  to  recount 
her  faults.    ''  Madam,"  said  he, ''  I  have  laid  it  doif i^  as  a  maxia 

never 
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never  to  teH  any  pevson  of  more  than  one  faof  t  at  a  time,  and  ne* 
yer  to  mention  a  seeond,  until  the  first  is  mended/'  * 

Hambledon  stands  upon  a  hill,  north  of  Lynden.  It  is  some- 
times spelled  Hambleden,  and  Hamilton,  bnt  anciently  '  Hamel- 
dune/  perhaps  meaning  the  hamlet  on  the  hilL  In  Saxon  time* 
it  was  the  property  of  Queen  Editha,  wife  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, and  at  the  Norman  Survey  was  principally  in  the  hands  of 
the  Conqueror  himself,  when  it  was  certainly  of  much  more  con«' 
sequence  than  at  present ;  for  here  were  then  no  less  than  three 
churches  and  three  priests,  who  had  one  bovate  and  eight  acres 
of  land.  The  hihabitairts  conaisted  of  one  hundred  and  forty  vil- 
leins, and  thirteen  bordarii,  and  the  whole  property,  inclnding  a 
mill,  and  a  wood  three  miles  in  length,  imd  one  in  breadth,  was 
valued  at  fifty -two  pounds. 

When  this  manor  was  the  property  of  Bartholomew,  Lord  Bad- 

lesmere,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  that  nobleman  procured  a  royal 

^  warrant  for  a  weekly  Monday  market,  and  for  an  annual  fair  on 

the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of  St.  Bartholomew,  then  tlie  14th  of 

August ;  but  these  have  long  been  discontinued. 

The  manor  afterwards  went  through  various  hands,  until  it 
came  into  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  sold  it  to* 
the  Harringtons,  and  it  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Win* 
chelsea. 

Here  is  an  old  Hall,  in  the  Elizabethan  style,  but  occupied  as 
a  farm-house.  In  an  upper  apartment  there  are  still  preserved 
several  suits  of  plate  annoar. 

Manton  lies  close  to  the  road  from  Oakham  to  Uppingham. 
It  is  not  described  in  the  Norman  Survey,  but  Tanner  in  hi^^ 
Monasticon  says,  that  the  manors  of  Manton  and  Tixover  be- 
longed to  the  Abbey  of  Clugny  in  Burgundy,  wnich  might  pro- 
*  bably  have  a  cell  at  one  of  these  places.  It  appears,  however,  that 
the  Clugny  monks  had  only  one  part  of  the  manor  in  the  reign  of 

Edward 

•  A  nephew  ©f  this  gentleman,  son  of  his  brother  Daniel,  the  Rev.  Thomns 
Whitton,  died  in  1795,  at  the  adranced  nge  of  95.  He  wa?  minister  'A 
Tlamsey,  in  HuDtingdonshirc. 
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Edward  II.  the  other  part  then  belonging  to  Guy  de  £ 
Earl  of  Warwic 

Here  vas  an  ancient  C'haunin/,  of  which  there  are  ■tiD  J 
remains  ificorporatcd  in  the  old  manor  house,  or  hall,  wkiclial 
in  the  village. 

The  Tillage  itself  is  but  moderate  aized,  though  rvry  a 
and  tlie  church  ia  very  Hmall,  villi  a  peaked  turret  for  two  b 
yet  it  is  sail)  that  this  una  a  collegiate  church  in  llie  reign  « 
ward  Ul.  It  must  have  b«cn  un  a  very  small  scale,  hawefef 
the  only  furlher  notice  we  can  find  of  its  endotcment,  (whicl 
the  bye  has  slipped  the  notice  of  earlier  county  liistoriaiMi)  1 
Die  Calcwdariam  luquhitiojium  ad  quvd  Damnum,  taken  tl 
reign  of  Edward  III.  which  says, 

"  Willidniiis  Wade  dedit  diiohiis  CapellaniB  <ittasclani  | 
mewoeag'  et  nnum  molend'  in  Manton." 

'Hiii  Vollegiale  fDundation  therefore,  seema  to  liave  l>e«ti  no* 
tiling  more  thnu  having  two  cha^ilajns  estahlished  on  this  small 
proprrly,  unltss  we  can  suppose  the  collegiate  church  CBtnhtisIi- 
meiit,  and  the  CUmmtry,  to  be  one  Biid  the  same  thiui;;  Tor  the 
latter  was  founded  for  the  maintenance  of  one  uiastiT,  or  governnr, 
and  two  stipendiary  brethren  to  celebrate  diviue  service  here  Ar 

It  appears  that  they  had  lands  and  tenements  in  PtkewelL^^| 
Lt^iccstershire,  of  the  yearly  value  of  61.  16s.  besides  othcr^^l 
ritual  and  temporal  property  in  Rutlandshire,  the  whole  of  whid 
nas  valued  at  the  suppression  at  291.  out  of  which  they  bad  U 
pay  several  sums  of  tliirty-six  abillings  for  rent,  ten  ahillii^ 
nnd  iivcptDCc  for  Pronnralions  and  Synodala,  three  aoil  four- 
pcnct  for  pensions,  and  thirty  shillings  aud  6vcpeuce  fnt  alma  la 
U...  poor. 

At  the  dissolution  the  Plate  was  only  t 
ornaments,  household  stufis,  goods,   aud  cliutleta,  were  valno^ 
271.  3s.  4d. ;  all  of  which  wits  scircd  on  by  tlie'lega)  plunder 
snd  though  the  nutober  of  coinmiiiiicants  (or  houscUug  pe«pln) 
then  in  Uie  parish  amounted  to  one  hundred    yet  it  appealed  Uwl 


e  of  the  brethreD  of  the  chaunlry,  iid  the 
duty  of  the  cure  for  3).  Gs.  6d.  and  his  diet. 

MuHTiNsTHORPK,  (vulgftrly  called  "  Mustrop,")  lies  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Oakham  road.  It  hid  fonnerly  a  seat  of  the 
Eftrls  of  DenbiLib,  vho  afterwKrda  sold  it  to  the  Devomiiirc  fa< 
mify.  It  was  a  handsome  edifice  of  two  stories  aud  a  basemeDl, 
with  a  light  portico  and  battlements,  and  twelve  windows  in  a 
Hne  in  front:  but  was  palled  down  in  I75S,  except  the  chapel, 
which  had  a  roof  set  over  it ;  am)  the  stables  were  tarned  into  a 
lennnt's  house. 

It  is  now  completely  a  seeue  of  desolation,  not  having  ft 
tree,  or  olhei  vestige  of  ancient  habitancy,  except  the  remains 
of  tlje  stables,  now  inhabited  by  a  shepherd  anil  hia  family.  The 
chapel  has  neither  spire  nor  turret ;  ils  windows  arc  (;one,  and  it 
seens  totally  deserted ;  and,  as  we  understaml,  has  merely  a  sermon 
preached  iii  it  on  particular  occasions,  in  order  to  secure  the  poa- 
Bessioa.  the  living  in  all  other  respects  bein^  a  mere  xinecure. 
The  chnrch-yard  wall  is  in  ruins ;  hut  there  are  some  mounds  of 
«arth  and  rabhish  which  seem  to  point  out  the  site  of  the  aucient 
abode  of  mirth  and  hospitality. 

RtDLiNOTON  is  a  small  village  within  the  limits  of  l^aficld 
Foreal,  very  pleasantly  situated  in  the  midst  of  rich  scenery  of 
wood-lands  and  cultivated  inclosures.  It  contains  uuly  fifty 
hodses,  and  17h  inhabitants ;  but  the  whole  seem  comfortable  and 

Id  the  Saxon  times,  then  called  "  Riilliclane,"  it  was  part  of 
the  property  of  Queen  Editlia,  who  there  held  four  caiucalcs  of 
land.  Bnt  at  the  Norman  Survey  it  was  estimated,  iu  the  whole, 
at  sixteen  earucates,  of  whicb  tlie  king  himself  held  four  caru- 
cates  in  demesne,  nith  au  hundred  and  seven  villeins,  tventy-sis 
bonlarii.  and  two  socmen ;  so  that  ils  population  (of  lw3  men,  in- 
dependent of  women  and  children,  beside*  servauta)  was  consider- 
ably  greater  tlian  al  the  present  day-  Tbu  is  also  evident  from 
its  liuviufr  had  al  that  lime  tiro  pricstd  ud  three  churches  ;  here 
alw  there  were  two  seats,  or  pUces  for  mills,  forty  acres  of  mea- 
H..  XU.  K  dovv. 
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dow,  and  ■  wood  nhicli  was  three  miles  in  lengrtb,  and  «g1 
Inn^H  in  breadth;  the  whole  manor,  in  the  Saxon  times,  I 
been  valued  at  fuiiy  pounds. 

In  the  reii,'nof  Edward  II.  the  manor  waa  jointly  held  bjw 
Unls,  Robert  de  Uoylaml,  »a<\  John  de  Wynill ;  but  i 
of  JitineK  t.  we  find  it  had  passed  through  several  lisnds  h 
IlnrrJn^^ons,  from  whom  it  came  to  tlic  Noelii. 

Its  church  is  antique,  and  contains  a  moiiu mental  record  af 
the  sixteenth  century  for  Sir  James  Harrington,  Knt.  aad  tor  Ut 
wife  Francea,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  nine  boim  and  W^^H 
drtngliters.  ^^M 

South-east  of  this,  towards  Uppingham,  ia  the  wilbigt^^l 
.\\STitN,  which  contains  only  twenty-two  liouaea,  and  Rin«ty-t<n 
inhabitants;  hut  it  has  a  neat  Gotliic  ehurcli,  with  a  low  tower, 
which  ia  kept  in  very  good  order,  and  has  a  very  fine  window  of 
modem  coloured  glass,  with  the  crucifix  iu  the  centre,  and  scrifv 
lural  devices  in  the  other  paHs.  There  arc  atili  some  old  moMO- 
mental  remains  iu  the  church-yard,  paiUcularly  two  Ggurea 
much  defaced;  they  are  both  carved  in  stone,  aiid  evidently 
out  of  one  atone ;  one  is  in  armour,  the  other  has  a  cross  on 
breaat;  but  for  nhont  they  may  have  been  intended  Ik  now 

Here  ia  a  handsome  aeat  of  George  Flud^r,  Eaq.  tatdy 
ediHed,  of  handsome  elevation,  and  faced  with  white  alone. 

This  manor  is  not  described  in  the  Norman  Survey,  > 
at  that  period,  as  auppoaed,  a  hauilct  of  Ridtington.    In  the 
of  Edward  I.  it  waa  called  "  Aatonestoo,"  and  whs  then  gii 
by  Sir  William  Murdoc,  Knt.  to  his  son  Hugh,  who  having 
withont  leaving  isBuc  soon  alter,  the  lands  fell  to  bin  aisler.  All 
wire  ofThonins  de  Boyville. 

With  her  lieirs  the  manor  remained  until  the  reign  of 
ward  !V.  when  it  was  ag:ain  carried   away    by    a  cohuims 
Thomas  RestwolJ,  liusband  of  Margaret,  one  of  the  tbr«e  dangli^ 
ters  of  the  last  John  de  Boyville.     From   him  it   came    to  the 
BnidenelU,  and  has  followed  the  line  of  descent  of  their  eMates. 
PaeaTOS 
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Preston  is  an  ancient  Tilkge,  about  one  mile  from  Upping- 
ham. In  it  is  a  very  aotiijun  farm-house,  once  the  manor-house, 
built  ill  a  most  venerable  style  of  srcbitecliirc ;  and  there  is  also 
&  good  house,  close  to  the  high  road,  the  property  of  the  presejit 
incuDibeDt. 

The  Church  is  very  ancient,  has  aome  Saxon  arches  in  the  in- 
terior, and  is  adorned  ivith  some  very  handsome  monurocntBl  ta- 
blets ant]  atrhievcments. 

Tiiere  is  no  mention  of  this  manor  in  the  Norman  Survey ; 
but  ill  the  reign  of  Edwaril  IV.  it  was  the  property  of  the  gal- 
lant hi^h-spirited  Earl  of  Warwick,  Richard  Neville;  with  the 
story  of  irhose  unfortunate  widow  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard 
Dcauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  this  manor  ia  much  connRCted,  she 
having  brought  this,  and  muny  others,  into  the  Neville  family. 
When  Neville  fell  in  the  tital  action  at  Barnet,  his  former  friend, 
but  then  bitter  tucmy,  seized  upon  all  his  estates,  but  settled 
them  upon  bis  two  tlunghters,  laahel  and  Anne,  whom  he  married 
to  his  two  younger  brothers,  the  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Glouces- 
ter, the  latter  of  whom  was  DfternariU  Richard  III.  It  has  been 
bupposed  that  the  Dowager  Countess  was  suspected  by  Edward 
of  being  not  only  privy  to,  but  a  warm  cncourager  of,  her  hus- 
hand's  designs ;  in  consequence  of  which  she  was  totally  neglected 
in  the  partition  of  the  estates,  and  had  not  even  the  smallest 
part  of  her  own  lands  allotted  to  bcr  for  mere  subsistence,  so 
that  she  was  actually  left  destitute,  and  was  obliged  to  seek 
refuge,  and  to  take  sanctuary,  in  Ueaulieu  Abbey  in  Hampshire. 
Even  there,  it  is  said,  she  was  not  personally  safe,  but  was  soon 
after  obliged  to  conceal  herself  in  the  North  of  England  dur- 
ing great  part  of  Edward's  reign,  and  the  whole  of  that  of  Richard. 
On  the  acc<:SBion  of  Henry  VII.  however,  that  monarch,  con- 
vinced of  her  steady  attachment  to  the  Lancastrian  cause,  and 
feeling  the  injustice  to  which  she  had  so  long  been  subject,  im- 
mediately restored  to  her  all  her  estates,  her  daughters  being 
both  dead  without  issue,  and  bad  the  Act  of  Parliament  annulled 
which  had  deprived  ber  of  her  property.  Such  was  her  gratitude 
K  2  that 
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that  she  immediately  settled  them  in  reversion  upon  Henry  « 
Ilia  beire  male,  wlitch  hrouirht  Uiem  to  tlie  Crown ;  bnt  i 
reign  of  Kdward  VI.  this  manor  aod  several  others  were  tiia 
lo  different  persona, 

The  botanical  tourist  may  find  here  in  the  hedges,  the  1 
odorala,  or  sweet  smelling  toad  flax,  and  at  the  bases  of  the  k 
Ihc  Mtniha  arvcntu,  or  Spicy  Water  Mint. 


■a  the  oecond  town  of  the  county,  hut  in  some  repeets  superior  \» 
Oakham,  itH  houses  bein^  in  general  extremely  vol)  built,  ill 
btreels  well  paved,  and  very  clean,  and  a  great  air  of  bnsiitest 
being  visible  on  ^1  side»>.  It  is  principally  huilt  to  form  a  s^bsk, 
in  which  the  church  elainds  on  the  south  side,  and  it  has  bIso  o»e 
long  atreet  leading  to  the  west  end  ;  hut  a  visitor  may  walk  roD*d 
the  principal  part  of  it  without  seeing  theyVon/  of  a  houM,  an  u- 
rangemeiit  which  gives  the  interior  of  the  square  an  sir  of  grtat 
seclusion. 

Inland,  who  visited  it  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII,  eays  "  it  is  a 
■larket-towD.  Is  hut  one  mcane  streete,  and  hath  hot  a  VO] 
meane  church;"  and  Cundcn,  and  his  continuator,  do  not  si 
of  it  in  much  higher  terms.  The  former  says  that  il  Jcrivec  | 
name  from  its  situation  upon  a  hill ;  but  Gibson  denies  this, 
Ulg,  that  although  the  gmund  on  wliich  it  stands  be  somethi 
above  a  levl,  yet  it  will  hardly  amonnt  to  a  hill.  The  Edil| 
of  the  "  Magna  Britannia"  then  cundude,  that  ils  being  i 
ascent,  of  any  kind,  will  justify  Camden's  expression  of  J 
accHoU ;  hut  if  nil  these  grave  conliiiuators  and  cofflm«nia 
had  taken  the  tivuble  of  looking  at  the  place  about  which  l| 
were  disputing,  they  would  have  found  that  the  name  of  j 
pingUam,  or  the  "  hi^h  town,"  applies  well  to  this  place  in  l| 
trudktiuctioti  to  Oakham,  which  lies  compamtively  low  ;  fori 
high  road  risus  with  a  (traduol  ascent  from  the  latter  s 
reaches  Manlon,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  highest  grout 
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the  county,  ni  thence  continues,  neurly  on  k  level,  on  le  Up- 
piiigham,  froiQ  whence  tliere  is  a.  rai)i(l  deaceul  Inwards  that  vat- 
ley  ithicb  leparates  this  country  from  Leicest^  and  Nortlianptou- 

The  last  cootinuator  of  CamdeDj  (Mr.  Gougb,)  observes,  that 
Uppingham  is  principally,  hut  not  only,  one  street,  which,  though 
it  cannot  he  called  an  elegant  one,  is  not  despicable.  The  church, 
he  adds,  is  a  decent  building,  though  not  nicely  fitted  up. 

We  shall  not  accuse  others  of  an  iinwilUnguess  to  give  praise, 
even  due  praise,  to  Uppiujjliam,  but  shall  proceed  lo  notice, 
lltal  although  it  is  not  a  place  of  very  high  atiliquily,  uot 
being  recorded  in  the  Norman  Survey,  yet  it  has  in  later  times 
been  of  some  consequence,  bavitig  at  leaEt  given  birth  to  otie 
Proverb,  which  is  something  about  an  "  Uppiugbam  Trencher." 
Groie,  in  his  "  Provincial  Glossary,"  sayu  this  town  was  proba- 
bly famous  for  the  art  of  Trencher-making,  find  tliat  here  by  a  sta- 
tute of  Henry  VIII.  the  staudard  was  appointed  to  he  kept  for  the 
weights  and  measures  of  the  county,  which  might  induce  turners 
and  other  mukers  of  me ajiuies  to  settle  here.  There  is  some  iii' 
genuity  in  this  coDJecture,  but  an  error  in  its  cbronulogy  ;  for  the 
regulation  respecting  weights  and  measures  tit  something  of  sn 
older  date,  as  Leiand,  copying  from  an  old  roll,  says,  "  Anno  II, 
Henry  VII.  The  Towne  of  Uppingham  is  to  have  cuotody  o[ 
wei^tesand  measures,  fur  Roytl.  sliire." 

The  Church,  if  not  a  very  elegant  struclure,  is  yet  in  the 
ancient  Gothic  style,  with  a  lofly  spire,  surrounded  by  a  very 
neat  mid  clean  chorch-yard,  from  the  southern  face  of  which 
there  is  a  very  extensive  prospeit.  It  also  contain!!  some  very 
hahdiiome  monumental  memorials,  particularly  one  in  honour  of 
Everard  Fawkener,  Esq.  of  the  date  of  ltiS3.  lie  had  been 
High  Sheriff  of  the  county,  died  at  tlie  venerable  age  of  seventy- 
five,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  highly  estimable  character,  if 
any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  some  curious  Ljliii  verses  on  his 
tomb.  These  describe  him  as  descended  from  virtuous  parents, 
as  a  lover  of  goodness  and  piety,  as  joining  together  the  two 
K  3  pru- 
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profcBsions  of  lawyer  and  soldier,  nnd  being  excellent  in  etc!r; 
ihey  also  record  thai  he  was  a  greal  benefnctor  lo  the  town,  ba». 
iug  paved  the  streets  at  Ills  own  expense ;  lie  was  chnntalile  to 
the  poor;  and,  mucli  to  his  credit,  nn  eneourttger  of  poor  young 
mea,  whoae  genius  required  and  deserved  tlie  fosteriog  band  of 
patron  nge. 

The  living  IK  a  rectory,  and,  belore  the  DiKSoIuliai 
the  gift  of  the  Abbot  of  WeslniinBlcr ;  but  Edwurd  VI. 
it  to  Dr.  Nicholas  Ridley,  then  Bi)>liop  of  London,  and  to  1 
■uocesHorE.  We  tiud  it  recorded,  amongiit  other  incumbeuta,  t 
the  learned  and  most  excellent  divine.  Dr.  Jeremiab  T»]i 
whose  piety  ami  valuable  literary  works  will  eorry  h 
latest  posterity,  was  rector  of  the  pavisb  at  the  com  men  cement  j 
the  onhippy  civil  \rars,  having  been  chaplain  to  Archbisbt 
Laud  who  procured  for  him  the  living,  but  from  which  he  i 
soon  afterwards  seijueslered,  being  marked  an  a  champioii  faotli 
for  the  Royal  cau&e,  and  for  the  church.  King  Chariei  tlicQ 
appointed  him  hiii  chaplain,  and  he  accompanied  hia  RoyKl  dm*- 
ter  through  much  of  llie  subsequent  warfare;  bat  when  Cfwrtes's 
cause  began  to  droop,  and  he  bim&elf  was  a  prisoner,  the  faith- 
ful follower  was  obliged  to  secrete  himself  in  Walta,  and  to  ktcp 
a  school  there  for  the  support  of  himself  and  fumily.  The  BoH 
of  Carbnry.  having  discovered  him,  became  his  patron,  and  Iw 
Soon  after  ventured  to  the  metropolis;  but  the  machbationv  of  U 
enemies  put  biiu  in  such  danger,  that  he  fouud  himself  under  tl 
ncecGsity  ofrttiring  lo  Ireland,  whuti  the  Ijord  Conway  gave  li 
an  appointment  at  Porlmore,  on  the  bonks  uf  Lough  Nea^h.  wbeie 
lie  remained  until  the  Hesturittion,  and  was  then  promoted  to  (lie 
Uisliopric  of  Down  and  Connor. 

At  one  end  «f  the  church-yaril  is  the  Frteschool,  founded  on  j 
very  extensive  plan,  for  genemi  education,  and  even  forth*  n: 
ing  of  youth  for  the  Universities.     This  was  built  aboal  the  yei 
1684.  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Johnbon,  Archdeacon  of  Leicester,  i 
Keclor  of  Liiffenliam,   in  this  neighbonrhood,  who  was  also  1 
founder  of  tliat  at  Oakham.     The  expenses  of  the  creelion  « 
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paid  partly  from  his  own  purse^  from  benefactions^  and  from  the 
produce  of  concealed  church  lands  which  he  begged  from  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

This  school  boasts  of  being  the  place  of  education  of  Henry 
Feme^  D.  D.  the  eighth  son  of  Sir  John  Feme,  Knt.  He  way 
distinguished  much  as  a  preacher  in  the  cause  of  Charles  I.  and 
is  well  known  as  the  author  of  many  tracts,  both  in  politics,  and 
in  favour  of  Protestants  against  Popery  *, 

The  edifice  itself  is  plain  and  neat,  and  has  o?er  the  door,  in 
Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  the  well  known  scriptural  adage  of 
"  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth/' 

Here  is  also  an  Hospital  built  at  the  same  time,  and  out  of 
the  same  funds  as  the  freeschool,  by  the  benevolent  archdeacon. 
It  is  for  the  maintenance  of  thirteen  poor  men,  and  one  woman ; 
six  of  which  number  are  to  be  natives,  or  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
Their  stipend  is  three  pounds  a  piece  per  annum.  The  endow* 
ments  are  out  of  the  concealed  lands  ;  and  both  this,  and  the  hos* 
pital  at  Oakham,  are  under  the  same  direction  and  management. 

There  is  here  a  weekly  Market  on  Wednesday,  which  is  as  old 
as  the  ninth  year  of  Edward  I.  (1280)  that  monarch  having 
granted  and  conferred  to  Peter  de  Montfort,  then  lord  of  the  nm* 
nor,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  that  they  should  have  one  market  at 
their  manor  of  Uppingham,  and  also  one  fair  yearly  for  three 
days,  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow,  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  St. 
Margaret,  then  falling  on  the  20th  of  July,  but  with  the  proviso 
that  it  should  not  be  to  the  detriment  of  any  fair  of  older  date  in 
the  vicinity. 

At  present  there  are  ttoo  Fairs  in  the  year ;  on  the  7th  of 
March,  and  7th  of  July,  for  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  coarse  linen, 
homespun  cloth,  &c. 

The  resident  Popu/afioii  of  this  town  in  1801,  were  1393,  oecn- 
pying  277  houses,  of  whom  674  were  males,  and  719  females ; 
281  being  employed  in  trade  and  mauufactures. 

K4  In 
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In  1S03,  Ihe  tfiUl  Rau»  wen  9871. 17^.  2d.  (ll 
iJiey  had  only  been  2611.  19b.  24l.}at  6«.  9tl.  in  tfae  pound. 

The  out  fxpcnditare  on  the  Poor  was  3721.  4ii.  Sid. ;  and  l^( 
expenditure  in  the  wnrk-houfie  aroouoUil  to  3751.  la.  Tb«  in- 
t^xpeiises  were  661.  ISb.  6d.  i  and  221).  7e.  lOd.  were  tXfmiti 
for  the  repair  of  Uie  cliarch,  roads,  &c. 

It  Bpp<!art  that  no  money  had  beea  laid  out  in  tlist  year  iiir  tint 
pnrchabc  of  amtiTiaU  for  industry  in  the  work-liotise,  aad  yet  Ui 
earnings  were  valued  at  521, 

The  numbers  relieved  were  24  not,  37  in,  beaides  36  cbildm; 
and  it  appears  thai  there  were  three  FrianUy  SocUti^t.  cootaia- 
iiig  130  nenibers. 

In  sliort,  we  may  say  that  Ihe  general  appearance  of  th«  ton 
is  much  in  its  favour.  There  is  a  great  appearance  of  cooifbrt,  aod 
evt-n  opulence,  iu  many  ofUie  housee,  and  tlie  peuple  aeeoi  gay  ud 
active:  here  loo  are  annual  Rami,  a  ahurt  distiuice  south  of  tfat 
luwn,  at  a  place  called  Uie  Brand. 

Tiie  botanist  may  find  ainuaement  in  the  low  meulow*  neulkii 
tuwD,  where  lie  will  pick  up  the  Cynoiorcku,  or  male  Satynon, 
also  the  Urtica  pilcatifera,  or  Rouan  nettle,  which  grawa  plenti- 
fully in  the  ah&dy  ditches. 

With  respect  to  the  Aufory  of  Uppine;ham,  we  have  slready 
mentioned  that  it  is  not  recorded  in  Domesday- book,  nor  is  iJitn 
any  particolu  notice  of  it  until  the  50Ht  year  «f  Henry  [IJ.  ( Itti) 
when  Peter  de  Mostfort,  one  of  the  rebellious  barons  sUia  at  tb 
battle  of  Evesham,  gave  it  to  William  de  Montfort,  bi«  aecood  CM- 
This  William  dying  without  issue,  this  manor  retunicd  U»  Pelft 
his  elder  brother,  whose  grandEon  Guy  de  Montfort  baving  aw- 
ried  one  of  the  daugbteri  of  Thomas  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwici, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it  with  the  rest  oftlie  Montfort  «MalA 
was  settled  iu-tail  upon  the  said  Guy,  and  the  remaindet  to  tbr 
Earl  of  Warwick  and  his  heirs. 

This  statemeni  ire  find  corroborated  by  several  historiaits ;  yd 
it  is  a  curiou»  fact,  in  the  Maoortal  History  of  this  place,  Ihkt 
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it  Mtwllf  Wta  tbe  fffoperly  of  the  Beauchamps  at  ati  tarlicr  pe- 
riod than  is  rcconled  fay  ibe  couuly  Lieloriana;  for  on  bq  exnini- 
UBtion  of  Uie  "  Caleniiarium  liiquisitionum  Post  Mortem,"  Vol  1, 
p.  276,  it  appears,  that  in  tiie  time  o(  Edwai'tl  II.  this  tnanor, 
with  BliiioBt  ilie  wliole  of  tb<:  southern  port  of  the  county,  be- 
longed m  one  fee  W  Guy  dc  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick. 

Ttie  county  historians  proceed  to  record  that  Guy  de  MoDtfort 
died  soon  afUrthe  22d  of  Edward  111.  without  heirs;  whereupon 
this  manor,  and  bis  other  estatcH,  came  to  the  Beauchanips,  aller 
tlie  death  of  his  father.  Sir  Peter  dti  Moutfort,  «ho  had  survived 
him.  The  Enrl  of  Warwick  then  settled  tbe  reversion  of  this  manor 
on  his  eldest  son,  Thomas,  who  iaherited  and  enjoyed  it  for  a  coq- 
Biderable  time.  He  is  well  known  in  baronial  history  um  a  noble- 
man of  great  emiueuce,  both  as  a  soldier  and  a  statesman,  in  that 
and  the  following  reiEus ;  but  at  length  be  happened  tu  fall  under 
the  aaspicjon  and  dinpleasure  of  Richard  II.  by  whose  order  tie 
was  arresltd  at  a  feast  to  which  lie  had  been  iuvite^l ;  and  being 
accused  and  found  guilty  of  treason,  his  estates  were  forfeited, 
and  himself  banished  for  life ;  when  Ibis  manor  was  granted  to 
Thomas  Mowbray,  Earl  of  Nottingham  and  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
then  a  great  favourite  of  the  monarch's,  and  the  same  as  in  intra- 
duced  by  Shakespeare  in  iiis  Iragt'dy  of  Rirhard  II.  iu  allusion 
to  his  quarrel  with  Bolinghioke;  afler  which,  and  In  the  very 
same  year  iu  which  he  bad  obtained  iiossession  of  this  manor,  ha 
wa«  also  banished  for  life,  and  died  at  Venice. 

After  his  death  this  manor,  along  willi  the  other  lands,  was 
restored  to  the  Iroe  heir,  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  Heauchamp, 
Earl  of  Wai'wick,  and  wife  of  the  gallant  Neviil,  Earl  of  War- 
wick, called  the  "  Kingmaker"  from  bis  changing  sides  ia  the 
wars  of  York  and  Lancaster,  when  victory  generally  followed 
his  arms,  and  placed  that  claimant  on  the  tlironc  whose  cause  he 
hiul  espoused. 

The  disiresGes  of  this  ludy,  after  her  husband's  death,  we  have 
already  Noticed ;  il  is  only,  therefore,  necessary  to  tncntion,  tliat 
when  Qua  mt  tlie  cUier  nnuw  came  ta  Uw  Crewo,  Edward  Vl_ 

granted 


^nted  Uppingliatn  to  his  tibter,  Elizabetli,  aflerwmrS 
but  she.  after  comin;;  to  the  crown,  gave  it  to  the  Cecil  fiiiuilv, 
ftom  whom  il  f)Hs  curried  lo  Ihe  Greys,  EarU  of  Slomfonj, 
marriage  portion  ;  and  from  them  it  ««nl  lo  tlie  PawkenerB, 

Beacmont  Chace  in  a  pnrtion  of  tho  hundred  wlijcli  li) 
Ibe  soiithwnrd  of  Uppinijham.  It  connisti  of  69:>  acres,  has 
lately  inclosed,  and  allotted  to  the  pnrishes  of  UppiDgphsm, 
din^ton,  and  Wardiey,  the  two  latter  of  which  ore  in  difTe 
hundi'eds.  This  is  a  very  romantic  part  of  Ihe  county, 
high  ground,  but  much  diverisified  with  hill  and  dale.  From  the 
highent  ptirt  of  the  clince  the  view  is  dtlightfnl ;  bflow  it  i»  tbe 
Vjiliey  in  wliich  runs  the  river  Eye,  separating  it  fntln  LeieenUf- 
tiliirc,  hiautifiilly  tufti^l  with  plantini>,  and  interspersed  with 
woods  Bt  intervals.  Some  parts  of  the  cliace  are  anujeot  iiiclo- 
sitro,  and  the  scenes  there  are  peculiarly  interesting  :  the 
into  If  icestershire,  too,  are  very  fine ;  that  part  of  it 
sight  beinu:  now  all  inclosed,  with  many  hedge-rows,  much  pi 
JDg,  and  BD  eiitended  scene  of  population,  opulence,  aad 
Alt. 

Wirro,  or  Wengr,  is  a  pretty  extensive  village,  alwiit  three 
mites  north-east  from  Uppingham ;  and  though  not  mentioned  ia 
Domesday -book,  is  known  to  have  been  the  manorial  eiilste  of 
the  family  ol  Montfort,  whose  ancestor,  Hugh  de  Montfurl,  ae- 
companied  the  Normau  Conqueror,  and  appeare  to  have  bcM  i 
man  of  great  eminence  and  consideration  in  the  odministration  of 
public  atl'airs  a)  that  time,  having  been  nppoinled  n  coadjntor 
with  William  Filz-Osberne,  and  Odo,  Bishop  of  Bayeux,  for  tlii 
distribution  and  execution  of  public  justice  throughont  all  Eng- 

He  lost  his  life  in  a  single  combat  with  Walchelin  dc  Ferruv, 
but  his  posterity  enjoyed  this  manor ;  and  his  grandson,  Kobert 
de  Muiitforl,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  was  persuaded  by  tW 
monks  of  Thorney  Abbey  in  Cambridgeshire,  to  give  them  « 
■Doiety  uf  tlie  church  in  this  parish.  He  was  succeeded  by  !>•> 
brother,  TYiurjfan,  who,  not  being  so  priest^riddea,  withheld  hi* 
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brother'B  grants  and  actually  dispossessed  these  lazy  gentrj  of 
their  share  of  the  church.  To  a  demand  of  restitution  he  gave  a 
flat  denial,  and  liot  only  refused  to  pay  the  abbot  a  sum  of  money 
said  to  have  been  due  by  his  brother^  but  also  to  pay  the  legacy 
which  he  had  bequeathed  to  that  abbey.  A  complaint  was  made 
to  King  Stephen,  who,  finding  hira  both  powerful  and  obstinate, 
was  at  length  obliged  to  commission  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  to  force  him  to  a  compliance  with  his  order. 
On  this  he  submitted,  and  granted  a  new  and  special  charter, 
conferring  upon  the  monks  of  Thomey  a  moiety  of  the  church 
and  mill,  out  of  which  he  excepted  the  fees  of  Thurstan,  his 
Esquire,  and  Ralph  Fitz-Nigel,  and  to  this  he  added  half  of  the 
town  itself,  fur  which  these  holy  men  gave  him  a  mark  of  gold» 
and  became  sureties  for  the  health  of  his  own  soul,  '*  as  also  of  the 
souls  of  his  wife,  sons,  brother,  and  all  his  ancestors.'' 

Having  once  got  their  fingers  into  this  manor,  the  monks  coold 
riot  be  easy  until,  *'  for  the  honour  of  God,''  they  laid  both  hands 
upon  the  whole  4f  it;  for  we  find,  thsit  soon  after,  they  got  three 
bovates  of  land  from  Ralph  Fitz-Nigel,  and  one  yardland  from 
Hugh  Grantmeisnel :  and  shortly  afterwards  John  de  Stuteville, 
who  appears  to  have  been  in  possession  of  the  other  half  of  the 
town  of  Wenge,  gave  it  (in  like  manner  as  De  Montfort  had  given 
it,)  **  to  God  and  the  church  of  Thomey,"  with  all  the  appnr* 
tenances  lawfully  belonging  to  the  same,  with  the  whole  chnreh 
there,  to  be  held  in  free  alms,  for  the  health  of  his  own,  wife's, 
brethren,  Ancestors',  and  successor's,  souls,  and  of  all  the  faithful 
servants  of  God  departed,  and  for  the  fraternity  of  the  place ! 
This  wa9  (»uch  an  excellent  bargain  on  both  sides,  that  the  monks 
were  anxious  to  have  it  made  fast  and  sure ;  accordingly  we  find 
that  the  grant  and  confirmation  were  signed  and  sealed  in  1151, 
when  Gislebert  was  abbot ;  and  also  that  all  these  gifts  and  lands, 
both  here  and  elsewhere,  at  that  time  belonging  to  the  abbey  of 
Thomey,  and  which  hereafter,  by  lawful  means,  might  be  ac« 
quired,  were  confirmed  anew  to  the  abbot  and  convent  in  1162, 
by  the  bull  of  Pope  Alexander  III, 

The 
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The  manor  seem  to  have  been  io  the  occupaoey  • 
distinct  parties  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  the  Ahhut  of  Tbanc;, 
the  Prior  of  St.  NeoU,  and  Peter  de  Monlfort;  but  it  mt  W 
that  the  abliot  was  the  paramount  lord,  as  aome  of  his  siicces»r) 
actually  granted  a  lease  of  the  whole  manor  to  the  &inilj  of 
Laoy  for  a  term  of  ninety-one  years,  at  a  rent  of  ten  ponodt  pa 
annom,  aud  it  was  in  that  occupancy  when  it  was  oeUed  [ 
Crown  at  the  digsolulion. 

The  villain  atands  on  a  hill,  and  has  a  very  good  sfp* 
at  a  distance;  but  there  is  nothing  within  it  partioalarl;  mtby 
•r  notice.     We  come  now  to 
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the  last  in  order  in  our  diviainu  of  the  county.  It  is  booiiitcd 
on  the  west  by  Martioelcy,  on  the  nortli  by  East  Huntlrcd,  ud 
OD  the  south  by  Northamptonshire  ;  containing  15,178  acres,  aid 
being  divided  into  the  parislivs  of  Barrovden,  BIshbrooLe,  Cal^ 
cot,  Drysloke  or  Stokedty,  Glaiaton,  Lyddiu^on,  Morrcol,  Nortb 
Laflenfaain,  Pilton,  Seaton,  South  Luffenham,  Tliorpe,  ttai  Hx- 

Its  population  hati  been  estimated  at  3397,  «f  whom  I60T 
were  males,  and  1690  females,  including  993  employed  in  agri- 
culture, nnri  663  id  trade  and  manufactures.  The  inhabited  bouta 
amounted  to  666 ;  uninhabited  to  19  ;  aud  the  nimibar  of  fanilm 
was  734. 

Drystoke  iti  the  first  place  we  enter  in  tlie  route  from  IV 
pingliam.  A  ramble  through  this  portion  of  tlie  county  i^  t%- 
tremely  pleasing.  After  passiug  the  race-ground  at  UppingUaii, 
the  tourist  will  rise  into  a  hilly  country;  on  his  lefl  he  will 
see  a  fine  vale,  watered  by  the  river  Welland,  which  here  sqw- 
rates  Rutland  from  Northampton  shire,  a  small  strip  of  LeiceatH- 
shire  intervening.  Most  of  the  land  is  inclosed,  but  there  arc 
very  few  hedge-rows ;  yet  still  the  prospect  In  rich,  puticulwbr 
to  the  left  towards  Lyddington,  whose  large  village  and  chuttl^ 
with  its  baailsome  tower  and  spire,  appear  to  ^at  advantage  iu 
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Beyoiid  this  is  Scatoti  on  a  hill,  with  Itforcot  &nd 
Bairowden  ;  Prenlon  and  Bechills,  Xoq,  pre.ient  a  Hingular  ap> 
pearancc,  being  two  rircular  hills,  uiicomiecleil  witli  the  DOTllieni 
chain,  and  stsrting  from  Die  broad  bosom  of  tlie  valle;,  as  if 
thrown  up  by  artificial  means,  and  might  actually  be  Niippoa- 
ed  the  work  of  man,  were  il  not  for  ihetr  great  size,  A  fchort 
distance  further  opens  the  vale  in  which  Culdecot  iii  situated; 
and  the  view  of  Leicester  and  Nor thamptoD shires  becomes  line  in 
the  extreme,  the  opposite  hills  being  thickly  studded  with  villas, 
villages,  groves,  and  farms  ;— but  to  return  to  Drystoke,  or 
Stokedry,  as  it  is  sometifnes  called,  and  which  is  Kupposed  by 
Mr.  Wright  to  have  had  its  adjunct  of  dry  from  its  aituation  on 
the  aide  of  a  hill,  or  the  Village  ieitko»t  Water.  Camden,  in 
speaking  of  it,  says,  it  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  as  being  the 
ancient  residence  of  the  lamous  and  ancient  family  of  the  Dighys ; 
bnt  branded  with  everlasting  infamy  by  Everard  Digby,  who  wick- 
edly conspired,  with  other  execrable  incendiaries,  to  destroy  his 
Xing  and  country  at  one  blow  of  hellish  thunder. 

Its  name,  however,  is  of  earlier  antiquity  than  the  time  of  the 
Digbys  ;  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II:  the  manor  was  the  pro- 
perly of  Roger  de  Morewood,  whose  posterity  held  it  for  many 
generatiooB,  several  of  whom  have  represented  the  county  as  late 
as  Richard  II.*  The  various  county  histories  are  silent  as  to 
the  possessors  from  that  time  to  the  Dighya;  but  Mr.  Wright 
seems  very  justly  to  think  that  the  political  errors  of  the  father 
were  atoned  for  by  the  virtues  of  the  son,  for  he  oliserves,  that  of 
latter  time  this  place  had  been  the  habitation  of  a  right  ancient 
race  of  the  Digbys ;  which  family,  though  formerly  blemished 
by  Sir  Everard  Digby,  drawn  in  to  the  powder  treason,  yet  still 
he  thinks  it  has  aiuce  been  rendered  famous  to  the  Christian 
world,  by  the  singularly  learned  Sir  Keuelm  Digby,  eldest  ma 

of 
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p.  IBO,  we  find  that  preiioiii  lu  Ihr  Motryia>At,  Uii  in  11  1 

I-     llionui  Ncvill  beia  Sihkcd'y,  tagi'ilicr  »itli  Eileen  «e 
piBghunt,  indLiir  of  Ljdillngiiiii.    Tliit  h«s  ordpcd  the  el 
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no  Uacex  of  it  can  now  be  seen ;  nor  is  it  likdy  thmt  the  » 
will  long  remain^ai  tlie  editor  of  those  sheets  Tourol  the  tomb  i> 
the  chancel  a  repositor;  for  mala  and  Inmber,  whilst  the  ehipd 
seemed  turned  into  ei  coal-reltar,  and  had  alao  «  quantity  of 
brick-bats  and  iDortar  lying  in  it.  In  short,  the  whole  arlpn^ 
Mice  of  tbe  church  was  highly  drHCrotitahlp  to  thoa^  fniicem«j. 
and  vould  no  doubt  be  greolly  morlifyin^  to  the  noble  doar.endaat 
of  these  ancient  worlhieN,  if  he  should  viait  the  raoauments  of  In 
aneeslors, 

Lyddington  baa  formerly  been  a  pl;yce  of  conaidv^rahle  emla^ 
qoence,  tlioa^h  now  a  mere  villati;*;  (irr  it  is  reconlcd  th»t  il  w«» 
an  ancienter  market  than  Uppingh^im,  nod  complaiitMl  of  the  «et> 
tang  one  up  there;  but  Uppint^ham  Irein^  brtter  situated,  pre- 
vuled,  and  there  has  been  do  market  at  Lyildiaglon  for  lino  oat 
of  mind. 

Some  old  authors  have  said  that  here  was  once  a  caatle  ;  bat 
after  an  accurate  examination  «e  could  lind  no  traces  of  anjr  an- 
cient edifice,  exr«pt  the  Hospital  which  ia  adjiiitiing-  to  the  cborHi- 
yard  ;  and,  as  LeUnd  aays.  "  waa  an  auneient  manor-place  of  the 
Bishop  of  lincolii." 

It  appears  to  have  been  church  property  from  a  very  early  date; 
for  in  ihe  Nonnan  Survey,  it  ia  recoideil  that  Waller  belli  of  the 
Bixhop  of  Lincoln  two  biitrs  in  Ledeutone,  to  which  nuumv 
Stoke,  SneUton,*  and  Caldecot^,  then  belonged.  It  appeal*, 
too,  that  there  vere  sixteen  carucates  of  arnble  land  ;  in  denesae 
six  carucates,  with  foor servants,  twenty-^ix  villeins,  and  iwenly- 
feur  bordarii,  piisi<easing  nine  carucates.  There  were  alao  t*« 
nitls  of  tigitt  shillings,  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  mcaduw,  loicr- 
ther  wilh  a  wood  three  furlongs  iu  leaijth,  and  two  in  breadth; 
all  of  tluto  valued  at  eight  puunds. 

Great  part  of  llie  manor  was,  however,  still  reserved  by  iti 
eccl«t<iu£lical  lords,  who  established  a  palace  here,  the  hall  «f 
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■wbta,  M^GEwwitll^  large  chamber,  furms  pert  of  the  present 
hospital,  and  these  said  to  hart;  been  part  of  the  Bishop's  own 
apartments  :  some  of  the  painted  glass  still  remains,  with  the 
inscriptions  of  "  Dominus  Exaltatio  mea,"  and  "  Delectare  in 
Domino;"  also  some  armorial  bearings  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Russell,  JBishop  of  Lincoln,  in  the  reig-n  of  Edward  IV.  and 
Bishop  l«ngliuid  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. 

In  the  rei^jD  of  Edward  III.  Henry  Burwasb,  the  lord  trea- 
surer, seems  to  have  had  some  lauds  here,  but  the  tenure  is  uncer- 
tain, though  perhaps  only  episcopal  lands  as  he  then  filled  the 
Liacohi  see :  he  seems,  however,  to  have  been  a  sporting  bishop, 
for  he  had  a  grant  of  free  warren,  and  also  power  to  inflict  a  pe- 
nalty of  ten  pounds  on  any  one  who  should  hunt  there  without 
his  leave. 

With  the  Bishops  of  Lincoln  this  manor  remained  until  Bishop 
Uolhech  gave  it  up  to  Edwivrd  VI.  being  then  valued  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  G9i.  14b,  9d.  when  the  youthful  monarch  granted  it 
to  Gregory  Lord  Cromwell,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  for  their 
joint  lives,  or  "  as  long  as  it  should  please  the  king."  Edward 
afterwards  gave  the  reversion  to  William  Cecil,  afterwards  Lord 
Burleigh ;  he  was  father  of  Tliomas,  created  Lord  Burleigh  by 
James  I,  who,  in  1602,  converted  part  of  the  ancient  palace  into 
an  Hospital,  for  a  wsrdeu,  twelve  poor  men,  and  two  women, 
and  gave  it  the  name  of  "  Jesus  Hospital."  This  edifice  stands 
on  the  north  side  of  the  church  ;  and,  hitviug  a  eloyster  remain- 
ing, still  presents  a  venerable  appearance.  The  ball  ia  extremely 
antique,  and  in  it  lies  a  large  folio  Bible,  with  an  inscription,  in 
which  it  is  called  "  Lyddinglon  Hospital  Bible."  It  was  given 
by  John  Clare,  Esq,  stewnrd  to  the  Earls  of  ExettT.  aid  has  a 
MS,  prayer  inside,  which  is  always  read  by  the  warden  along' 
with  the  rvet  of  the  church  service.* 

There  is  also  another  charitable  foundation  here,  a  Free  School 
tot  five  boys,  of  which  the  master's  salary  is  6l.  14s.  8d.;  aud  a 
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propcTtv  nf  3001.  left  in  land  by  a  lady  some  ye« 
Tery  roach  iroproTcd  in  value, 

Tlie  Cliureh  has  ■  haudsome  tower  anil  spire,  tad  in  i 
lo  St,  Andrew.  In  tlie  interior  the  body  n«U  ob  lite  Gollrie 
arches,  with  duiilered  columns,  and  it  has  five  sqimre  windovitf 
an  nutique  furm.  7'h«  only  marble  monaments,  or  nemarah 
of  any  antiquity,  are  one  nnA"  the  chancel  for  Robert  HRrd;, 
Gent  in  the  fifteenth  crtiturj' ;  and  another  for  an  «»ec«lar  rf 
the  late  Manjaia  of  RockingliRm  in  |.)30,  «ho  is  BUI«d,  ia  ik 
inMcriplion,  tA  have  been  "  Scribam  et  Electum  ad  (MBeiom  CW- 
sarum/'  by  the  bishops  of  Lincoln.  There  are  alsn  some  hnma 
on  the  floor.  One  of  these  is  a  woman  in  a  veil  head-tlrcM,  vilk 
a  tbin  meagrp  visage,  mitten  sleeves,  a  belt  and  coidoci;  nail 
nun,  as  sonic  have  supposed,  hut  evidently  a  widow  wlw  M 
taken  the  \otr  of  chastity,  which  was  not  iinooftimoB  with  th 
Indien  in  Ihose  days,  parliculiLrly  when  there  waa  Httie  cbtaM 
of  llieir  hein^'  tempted  to  break  it.  Another  has  two  fi^ni, 
of  •  man  in  long  liuir,  with  a  Air  c;own  and  long  loose  steeiM 
furred  at  the  end*,  and  a  woauin  in  the  veil  head-dress  like  the 
former,  with  a  fallen  copu  and  furred  ciit^,  kc.  to  tite^wt; 
altogether  presenting  curioua  apecineus  of  antique  roslume.  Tfc* 
tmpmpriale  tythes  form  one  of  the  prebends  of  Unntln  Cdbf 
dnJ. 

C'Ai.nEroT  is  a  small  village  in  the  bottom,  seated  on  tk 
banks  of  the  river  Eye,  which  coming  from  the  uartb-we«t,  Uh 
into  the  Wellnnd  a  little  below.  A  small  nirtil  brid^  of  wt 
arch  ioinfi  Rutland  and  Leiceslershires. 

The  houses  are  mostly  cottages,  boilt  of  a  yellowish  rvditoM, 
whidi  gives  it  a  •floomy  appearance;  yet  it  has  some  little *p- 
pejiran«e  of  life  and  bnslle,  more  than  would  be  exprded  fnm 
its  outward  view.  Ever  since  the  Norman  Survey  it  ba*  becoi 
part  of,  or  dependent  on,  the  ninnor  of  Lydilington.  In  the  reigi 
of  Edward  VI.  it  appears  tlial  some  lands  in  this  town  were  part 
and  parcel  of  the  disiiolved  monaster}*  of  Pipeteetl  in  Nortkanp' 
loubhire;  this  being  slated  in  the  Rolls  preserved  in  the . 4k;- 
cientsliM 
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■wDtatioit  Office.  Some  centurieti  ago  there  was  a  foinily  of  cod- 
siderable  consequence  in  thecouot)',  who  seem  to  have  taken  their 
■ame  Ironi  Uiis  place;  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  John  de 
Caldecot  was  twice  high-shcritf^  and  Wjlltam,  perhaps  his  son, 
aerved  the  tune  office  twice  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The 
church  is  only  a  chapetry  to  Lyddington ;  and  the  vJtar  of  that 
pariah  haa  all  the  small  tythes,  except  two  marks,  which  are  to 
be  paid  yearly  to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  It  stands  nearly  on  the 
banks  of  the  rixer,  at  the  south-eaal  extremity  of  the  village,  and 
presents  a  handsome  appearance  at  a  distance,  but  haa  nothing 
very  particular  to  engage  attention  and  exnmination.  It  is  dedi- 
cated to  i^t.  John,  and  consistaofa  nave  and  chancel  in  a  plain  Btyle 
of  tlie  later  Gothic,  the  nave  having  two  pointed  arches  resting  on 
octagonal  pillars;  and  in  the  roof  is  marked  the  date  of  lSi8. 
On  the  north  wall,  at  the  end  of  the  gallery,  there  was  an  ancient 
painting  of  Adam  and  Eve  standing  under  the  Tree  of  Know- 
ledge, with  the  Serpent,  and  the  other  usual  attributes  of  that  un- 
fortunate event ;  hut  it  is  now  almost  entirely  etfaced.  The  tower 
is  very  slender,  and  is  embattled ;  and  the  spire,  which  originally 
measured  tliirty-four  yards  in  height,  wns  shattered  tij  lightning 
in  1798,  but  lias  since  been  rebuilt  with  Weldan  stone,  an  infe- 
rior kind  of  IreeNtone. 

To  the  uorth-east  of  this,  in  the  valley,  lie  the  Prelim  and 
Bte  Hills,  already  mentioned.  These  are  quite  detached  (i'otn 
the  others,  and  not  sufficiently  conical  lo  claim  a  volcanic  origin; 
yet  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  tliey  can  have  been  formed  on  the 
principles  of  the  Neptunian  theory.  In  fact,  Ihey  present  a  very 
curious  subject  of  enquiry  to  the  geological  observer. 

We  next  come  to  Tbuhpe,  a  small  village  on  the  hanks  of  the 
Welland,  and  in  the  parish  of  Scaton  at  present ;  though  at  the 
time  of  the  Norman  Survey  considered  as  pari  of  llie  manor  of 
Barrowdou,  or  "  Berchedune,"  as  it  was  then  called.  It  hmk 
then  crown  land,  and  the  king  had  here  one  hide  and  one yardluiid, 
also  four  carucutes  of  arable,  and  three  acres  of  i>  "oin 

lliat  period  until  the  leign  of  Edward  IL  * 
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ife;  but  it  then  belonged  to  the  Lords  of  Seaton,  who  mt  tkittBi 
were  John  de  Beaufoe,  John,  tbe  8on  and  heir  of  NicbolM  k 
SeatOB»  and  William  de  St  Liz,  which  perhapB  may  aceouAk 
its  becoming  part  of  that  parisb. 

Seaton  was  also  considered  at  the  Normao  Survey  at  pat  if 
Barrowdon  manor;  and  the  king,  the  manorial  lord,   thei  Ui 
here  one  hide  of  land  and  a  half,  together  with  a  bo¥ate  oikak, 
six  earucates  of  arable,  and  two  acres  of  meadow ;  he  alfsbkit 
mill  worth  three  shillings  per  annum,  a  wood,  and  whatiatk 
Survey  is  called  "  Spinetum,^'  supposed  to  be  a  tract  oveiva 
with  brambles.     In  that  Surrey,  it  is  called  "  SegeDtamef^wA 
it  furthet  appears,  that  here  were  lands  the  property  of  Robert^ 
Todenei,  consisting  of  one  hide,  mid  one  hovate  of  lasd,  km 
earucates  of  arable,  two  of  which  he  held  in  demesne  ;  and  that 
were  two  servants,  four  yilleins,  and  two  cotlaKers,  with  cm 
priest,  all  of  whom  only  possessed  one  camcate  and  a  haH    Be 
sides  these  parcels  of  land,  there  were  three  acres  of  meadsv, 
together  with  a  wood  of  forty  perches  in  length,  and  of  the  ssae 
breadth.    Of  this  arable  and  wood  land,  however,  Robert  de  It- 
deuei  held  only  one  third  ;  bat  to  this  estate  there  belooged  ia 
Barrowdon  one  yard  land,  and  four  villeins  with  half  a  camcate^ 
wliich  had  betn  worth  forty  shillings,  but  at  the  time  of  the  Sv- 
vey  was  valued  only  at  twenty,  but  wky  we  know  not.     Yet  this 
veiy  Robert  de  Todenei,  whose  fortune,  in  this  place  at  leait, 
seems  so  inconsiderable,  actually  built,  or  at  least  repaired  9ai 
refounded,  Belvoir  Castle,  and  made  it  his  principal  mansion,  tbe 
present   noble  owner   being   lineally  descended  from   him.    As 
tht  re  are  some  other  facts  coimected  with  this  parish,  iihistraliTe 
of  ancient  times  and  manners,  we  shall  notice  that  Alice  de  Bd- 
lafai^o,    (or  Beaufoe,)    who  appears  to    have  been    the  relict  of 
Tiiomas  Beaufoe,  held  lands  here  as  earlv  as  the  thirtv-firvt  of 
Henry  II.  which  were  then  valued  at  eight  marks  of  amioal  mt, 
aud  on   which    she  had  the  following  stock,  consisting  of  two 
]ilouglis,  one  hundred  sheep,  two  beasts,  ^ye  sows,  one   boar, 
aud  four  cows  :  for  the  farm  of  her  land  she  reGei?ed  the  first  year 
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of  her  widowhoml  thirly-six  shillings  rent,  and  nco  poiiniU  of 
pepper ;  hIic  was  said  to  be  ftt  llic  king's  disposal,  had  u  duuglj- 
ler  her  sole  heiress,  only  Iwo  yuurti  old,  and  no  doobt  wan  a  wariu 
(jouQciiig  niduw  !  A  considerable  part  of  llie  lands  of  Scaton  luuKt 
have  lielonged  to  this  family  ;  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  11.  we 
find  that  Johu  de  Bcaofoe  was  a  joiut  lord  of  the  muiior  vrith 
Williani   de   St.    Liz,  and  John,  son  &ud    heir  of  Nicholas  de 

This  is  a  rectory ;  and  the  family  of  Beaufoe  %ctm  to  have 
furnished  it  with  several  rectors,  one  of  whoin  is  staled  to  have 
been  removed  from  his  chare;e  on  account  of  his  beiii);  infected 
wilh  the  leprosy,  The  C'hvrvh  ilaelf  is  a  pk-asing  Gothic  bnild- 
ing^,  but  with  only  one  monument  of  any  antiquity,  which,  indeed, 
at  present,  is  almost  obliterated,  and  must  thcrefure  be  described 
from  Mr.  Wright's  account  of  it  in  the  beginuing  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, when  it  »aa  in  better  preservation.  He  states  it  to  be  an 
ancient  monument  erected  in  an  arcii  in  the  south  wall  or  the 
cUnrcb,  but  without  any  epitaph  to  be  seen,  at  least  in  his  day  ; 
yet  lie  mentions  two  coats  of  arms  cut  in  the  stone,  but  uncoloured: 
these  are  still  in  existence :  the  first  is  quarterly ;  tirst  and 
fourtli,  two  lioncells  passant ;  second,  bendy  of  ten  pieoua  ;  tliird, 
tvo  bars  surmounted  of  abend.  The  other  coat  is  a  linn  pasaant 
crowned.  We  have  made  some  research  after  the  bearers  of  thes« 
coats,  bnt  without  being  able  to  specify  Ihem  exactly ;  and  must 
therefore  leavr  them  to  future  iuvi-stigalora  of  the  lieraldic  auti- 
quities  of  the  county. 

BisHBRooKE  was  originally  called  "  Bittesbrooke,"  and  {■ 
atated  in  the  Norman  Survey  to  have  bod  some  of  its  lands  held 
by  tlie  king  as  part  of  his  manor  of  Burrnwden.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  it  became  church  land,  being  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  college  of  Fothcringhay  in  Norlhamptonahire ; 
and  b  the  reign  ol  Ednard  VI.  it  wun  granted  by  that  niuntirch 
lo  Sir  Richard  Lee,  Kpt.  as  part  of  that  college's  lands,  to  be  held 
in  knight's  service,  with  a  reaertatlou  of  the  aimiiul  itut  of 
three  sbilUoga  and  two-pence  lo  the  crown  in  right  ot  ilii  |)iiury 

a( 


IdO  KtlTtHItDsatRE. 

or  Si.  John  of  Jeruulem,  and  also  of  three-peitce  t 
able  to  tlie  manor  of  Morcot,  which  seems  thence  to  haie  hen 
paramount.  Soon  after  poaseasioo,  Lee  alienated  it  to  Aiilboi; 
Andrews,  Esq.  Whilst  in  the  possession  of  the  Andrcwa  ftmij 
an  occurrence  look  place,  which  being  recorded  in  rarions  In 
authorilies  as  a  notable  case,  we  shall  slightly  mention. 

Anthony  Andrews  died  aeized  of  the  manor  id  the  imgn  li 
Quecu  Elizabeth,  and  gave  it  to  his  wife  for  life;  after  ht*.  I« 
Anlhont/,  his  second  aon,  charged  with  ten  pounds  a  year  b 
Fabian,  his  youn);est  sod,  if  he  were  alive  when  llie  aaii  haJi 
eamf  to  Anthony,  aud  so  to  continue  as  long  aa  Pabian  liraj. 
But  the  lands  never  came  to  Anthony,  for  he  died  befote  Pkbiit, 
though  lliey  fell  to  tiitt  heirs,  who  refuBed  to  pay  Fabian's  an- 
nuity, nn  the  ground  that  the  literil  iotcq) relation  of  the  will 
was  not,  and  cuuld  not,  be  fulfilled.  In  coui<e(|aeDcc  of  this,  it 
came  before  the  Court  of  Wni  ds ;  and  it  was  there  al  len^ 
decreed,  by  advice  with  tlie  two  chief  justices,  Wray  and  Ani^ 
Ron,  "that  the  land  did  remain  still  charged  with  the  aaine a«- 
naity  to  Fabian,  as  a  rent  seek,  and  that  the  heirs  and  aaaigai  d 
Anthony  were  bound  lo  pay  it  daring  Fabian's  life." 

BtKROWDON  is  variously  Hpell  in  the  old  authoritin,  bns? 
Bfrohiion,  Bervhedone,  Bergedone,  and  Berweden  ;  and  o 
stated,  iu  the  Norman  Survey,  lo  have  been  the  king^a  manor, 
in  which  he  had  four  hiJca  all  but  one  yardlaod,  and  tbe  aiaUe 
land,  which  wan  estimated  at  t«n  carucates.  Thb  manor  tbn 
had  nine  villeins,  and  ten  tenants  in  socage,  with  Uirre  mtla* 
gera,  all  of  whom  occupied  six  carncates  and  a  half,  bevida  m 
acres  of  meadow,  and  fix  at-rei  of  thomt.  The  mnnorjal  jnriadic- 
tiun  is  also  said  to  have  extended  over  lands  in  CntTealiam,  Glut- 
ton, Disbrmik,  Morcot,  Thnrp,  and  Seaton. 

In  the  reigrn  of  Edward  III.  thin  place  was  of  suffii^tent  eotat- 
quence  to  have  a  weekly  market  on  Satnrdny,  and  an  aanttal  bit 
fur  four  days  at  the  fiant  of  St  John  the  Uttptist ;  but  Ibeae  havK 
b»^n  Inti^  discoii tinned,  and  Barmwdun  can  claim  n*  biglicr  tilk 
tban  Uiat  of  a  country  tillage. 
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Hue  vas  formerly  a  ChauMrij  iu  tLe  Lady's  CUapcI  of  the 
Church,  rounded  in  the  reigii  of  Edward  II.  for  one  priest  to  bId^ 
mass  there yi/r  ever,  and  which  appears  previous  to  the  DiHolulioii 
to  have  paid  forty-uine  shilling's  aad  eighlpeuce  cleai  to  llie  iii- 
CDiabent  *. 

Glaiston  is  a  very  pleasuit  cheerful  village  about  two  miles 
from  Upiiiiigham,  staadiog  on  Ihe  high  road  to  Stamford.  It  hns 
passed  through  the  families  of  Heuingtoa,  Wade.  Co!Iey,&c.  to  the 
Sherards,  Earls  of  Harborough,  who  built  a  haudsome  mansion 
here,  Dow  occupied  by  Stafibrd  O'Brien,  Esq.  The  house  con- 
sists of  a  very  handsome  ccutte,  in  the  Bt>le  of  architecture  ol' 
the  middle  of  the  seveutceiith  ceutury,  with  two  wings,  all  built 
of  white  stone.  It  is  an  antique  looking  edifice;  but  the  garden 
walla,  which  are  on  Ibe  opposite  side  of  the  road,  (for  the  high' 
way  runs  close  in  front]  are  evidently  of  a  much  more  ancient 
date,  aud  the  whole  presents  an  appeaidiice  of  former  tnauoriat 
grandeur. 

The  C'AurcA  is  a  plain  building,  but  very  neat,  whb  a  low 
tower  and  spire,  placed  cathedralways  over  the  centre.  It  has 
some  monuments  of  an  early  date  ;  in  particular,  nne  for  Walter 
Colley,  and  Aquis  his  wife ;  he  was  Lord  of  the  Manor  ia  14U7  ; 
also  for  John  de  Liudon,  a  learned  graduate  of  Oxford,  and  rec- 
tor of  the  parish  in  1418  ;  and  another  for  Sir  Juliu  Dminspath, 
Knt.  inl44:)i  and  some  neat  memorials  of  a  more   mod{.Tu  date> 

MoRcoT  is  a  small  village,  about  two  miles  beyond  Glsiston, 
consisting  of  about  eeveuty  bouses,  occujiied  by  nearly  400  in- 
habitants. Here  is  an  hospital  for  six  poor  people,  men  or  wo- 
men, unmarried,  with  a  stipend  of  sis  poands  per  annum  cueh ; 
founded,  as  {kt.  Wright  records,  in  the  lOtli  of  James  I.  by  a 
Mr.  George  Gilson,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  supposed  lo  have 
been  a  priest,  and  maintained  by  lands  at  Scredington,  iu  Liucolu- 
ehire. 

The  church  is  an  old  Gothic  ediSce,  but  contains  Dotbing  re> 

markable,  except  an  ancient  monument  without  date. '~     e  south 
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wall,  with  an  inscription  in  old  Norman  Frencli, 
Overton  gist  icy,  Dieu  de  Saline  eyt  mercy.     Ameu 

PiLTON  is  marked  in  most  of  the  maps  as  a  considerable  r 
lage  i  bnt  it  it  a  place  of  no  magnitude  or  coii«4]ueiioe,  and  m 
not  to  have  had  existence  at  the  Norman  Survey,    unlet 
then  a  hamlet  te  seme  of  the  neighbouring  towns. 

North  Lcffenham  ia  a  populous  villajre.  The  pariah  la  ct 
tenaive,  conalating  mostly  of  open  ticldH,  except  a  few  old  ii 
doBures,  in  which  the  onks,  elmK,  and  ashes,  have  thriven  fl 
veil  in  the  hedge-rows,  bs  lo  ofter  great  lemplatio 
who  will  choose  to  plant  iu  future.  This  place,  with  its  con- 
panion,  Soath  Luffenham,  seems  to  have  formed  but  one  town,  or 
manor,  at  the  Norman  Survey,  though  they  are  a  mile  asunder. 

Passing  through  the  Nevills,  &e.  the  manor  came  to  Uie  Har- 
rington &mily,  and  being  aold  by  the  trustees  in  order  lo  pay  aff 
debts,  waa  purchased  hy  Henry  Noel,  Eaq.  second   son  nf  tbt 
Viscount  Campdcn  ;  who,  aE  Mr.  Wright  stales,  resided  here  dur- 
ing the  civil  wars ;  and  refusing  to  deliver  np  his  house,  arms,  and 
per^ii,  to  the  Lord  Grey  of  Groby,  who  demuiiiled  them  for  tl 
Parliament,  was  forced  by  fire  and  batteries  to  capitulate, 
though  the  arliclea  were,  that  the  rehtls  bhould  see  the  fire  qnenoli 
ed,  that  all  in  the  house  should  have  liberty  lo  depart  whither  Ib^fl 
would,  and  that  none  but  commanders  shoiilil  enter  the  hot 
yet,  not  regarding  any  obligation,  promise,  or  agreemsnt,  tl 
entered  the  house,  as  well  commnn  soldiers  as  olficeni, 
plundered,  wasted,  burned,  Hiid  desL-oyed,  his  i>uods,  aceomit^ 
writings,  and  evidences,  ravished  his  maid  servants,  entered  tl 
adjoining  cbnroh,  ami  there  defaced  a  goodly  mdiinment,  erect«A  J 
to  his  deceased  lady ;  and  thus  having  ransacked  alt,  from  the  livinf -a 
to  the  dead,  they  carried  hiiq  piisouer  to  Londou,  where  be  i 
mained  a  lung  time. 

Since  and  bt^fore  that  time,  a  branch  of  the  Uigby  IWUj  « 
lords  of  a  part  of  the  manor,  and  resided  here. 

The  Church  has  in  the  east  window   several  portiona  of  a 
Bibrial  glass,  atid  some  Bguies  of  saints  which  si 
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Kkfci  the  ravage*  of  the  reforming  Eoldiery  at  ilie  period  above 
alluded  to.  Od  the  south  side  there  is  h  nionumeut  for  Simon 
Digby,  who  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  pemjiouers  to  Heury  VIII. 

Here  also  in  the  chancel,  was  a  brass  plate  set  up  in  com- 
memoratiou  of  the  benevolent  and  reverend  Archdeacon  Juliuson, 
rector  of  this  parish,  and  who  lies  haried  here. 

We  have  nothing  further  to  notice  of  this  place,  I'xcept  that, 
as  Gough  recnrdij,  about  the  year  1773,  a  workman  digging  a 
sawpit  in  his  yard  found  many  humaii  bonea  buried  there;  but 
there  is  no  remenibranct:  or  tradition  when,  or  on  wliat  account, 
that  spot  had  been  used  as  a  biiryiug.place;  but  it  is  even  not 
improbable  that  tbia  place  might  have  been  a  field  of  buttle  during 
the  early  contests  of  the  Britons  «ith  the  Picts  and  Scots,  who  haii 
ravaged  the  country  as  tar  south  as  tlie  bauLa  of  the  Wc-lland,  be- 
fore they  received  a.  check  fi'um  the  Faxons. 

Here  is  sIeo  aQ  ancient  mansion,  lately  inhabited  by  a  branch  uf 
the  Heathcoles,  and  which  we  believe  was  the  mansion  of  Mr.  Noel 
which  sufieied  so  much  in  the  civil  wars. 

SotJTH  LuFfENBAM  la  a  small  village  on  the  high  road  from 
Uppingham  to  Stamford,  and  would  not  require  any  particular 
notice,  were  it  not  that  it  ia  remarkable  for  a  curious  historical 
fact,  recorded  by  Mr. Wright,  relative  to  an  ecclesiastical  decision 
on  the  antiquity  of  the  Spiritual  Supremacy  of  the  Crown  in  this 
country. 

Robert  Cawdrey,  parson  of  this  rectory  in  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, was,  in  her  Slat  year,  I3H8,  deprived  of  his  benefice  before 
the  High  CommiasioDcrs,  not  only  for  preaching  against  the 
Common  Prayer,  but  also  for  refusing  lo  celebrate  divine  service 
occording  to  the  ritual:  after  which  the  validity  of  the  depriva- 
tion came  to  be  examined  before  the  Judges  of  the  Common  Law, 
iu  an  action  of  trespass  brought  by  Cawdrey  against  one  AtloD 
for  breaking  his  close.  The  plaintill'a  counsel  urged,  that  the 
deprivation  \vas  void,  not  being  warranted  by  a  statute  in  the 
queen's  first  year  euablipg   her  majesty  by  Letters  Patent  under 
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Birt  work  w^icTi  U  lately  publislied,  describing  tlio  E«st  Htmiiii 
•ftfte  Sliire.  We  dad  not  tbe  good  fortune  to  meet  Mr.  filon 
dnriug  our  msearches;  nor  hare  we  tbi^  [ileiuiure  of  Icnowing  hia 
^rKonatly;  yet  Jt  would  be  the  height  ofinJuKlice  not  loany  tliit 
we  have  found  liis  work  marked  with  tbe  strictest  exRctoMS  in 
description  and  iu  detail,  »  far  ai  can  be  judged  from  our  on 
obKrvationa. 

We  have  to  regret  that  the  absence  of  a  clerical  gentlt-'RiDn  fron 
Oakham,  during  our  visit  to  that  part  of  the  coualy,  prevent«il  u 
from  receiving  that  inforniBtion,  and  those  hiuts  renpectiog  the 
Hiatory  and  Antiquities  of  the  Couuly,  which  we  are  assured  ht 
is  well  ahte  to  bestow ;  hut  we  must  return  our  sincero  Uiaoks  to 
Thomas  Barker  of  Lytidon,  Es<|.  who.sc  hiiiU  on  scvcfml  poiub 
were  of  extreme  utility,  and  pive  occasion  to  tfie  examinatioa 
of  several  important  circurastaitces,  which  might  otherwise  havt 
pnsscd  unnoticed. 
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iKi,  fur  "  Hut,"  rend  tagltt. 
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••  Uundnrli,"  read  Uumlrtdlt. 
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X  HIS  County  has  to  regrpt  the  want  of  a  regular  historian. 

In  the  year  1677,  f)r.  Plot  published  a  "  Natural  History  of  Ox- 
fordshire, bein^an  Essay  towards  tUt*  Natural  History  of  England/' 
A  second  edition,  nith  additions  and  corrections^  was  printed  at  Ox^ 
ford,  in  1705,  foi.  after  the  Doctor's  death/  by  his  son-in-law, Mr*. 
Burman,  Fellow  of  University  College/    This  work  touches  very 
slightly  on  the  Antiquities  of  the  County.     Plot  was  evidently  ^  man 
of  sotne  learninx'  and  ingemiity,  but  a  want  of  judgment  pervades  th^ 
whole  workk    He  sank  tlie  dupe  of  nearly  every  circumstance  that 
wore  a  marveHom  aspect.    Mtstertous  pn)gnosttcs  of  death ;  fantas* 
tical  operations  of  presumed  demons;  and  the  blessings  arising  from 
the  royal  to^ch)  to  those  afflicted  with  the  evil ;  occupy  too  niany  of 
bis  page^,  aad  cause  tl»e  ToacWr  to  look  witli  suspicion  ,09  the  intelU^ 
geoce  conveyed  in  more  creditable  sections. 

The  ^griculttiral  ^ate  of  thecounty  is  chiefly  indebted  for  illiistra* 
tion  totfc  "View  of  i\\e  AgncAjUure  of  Oxtortlshire,  drawn  up  for 
the  BoartI  of  AgrietiHitre,  &c.  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,"  (Mr. 

Arthur  Young.) 

A  translErtidii  «of  Domesday>  fir  Oxfordshire,  has  b^en  published  by 
the  R«v.  Mr.  Bawdwen. 

Bishop  Ketinet,  In  his  exctllent  work  intituled,  '*  Parochial  Anti- 
<|uities,*'  has  entered  fully  into  the  history  of  the  town  of  Bicester,  and 
the  neiglihouring  village  iM"  Ambrovlen.  The  object  Of  Dr:  Kennet 
was  the  illustrat'ron  of  his  immieilhite  neighbourhood,  while  resident  at 
l^n^o^len;  biit  'his  -book  eo^itafins  hhits  of  information  relative  lo 
many  other  Oxfordshire  parishes;  and  no  hint  from  his  pen  could  fail 
of  being  valuable.  V^ery  tieiw  writers  bave  reared  so  estimable  a  :&bric 
on  so  afkparently  bo^ess  a  Joundation.* 

Vol.  XH.  «  N  Among 

*  Gough  sayt,  in  his  British  Topography,  "  that  he  has  a  copy  of  Bishop 
KMinA*t%otk,  with  large  MS.  additions  by  the  author  *'  But  thix  valuable 
copy  is  not  among  the  books  bequeathed  to  the  Bodleian  library  by  Mr. 
Gough. 


LIST  or  DOOKs,  &c. 

Among  the  "Occasional  Reiiiaiks"  prefixed  lo  IheM-caontoTFjii 
fortl  WUiJotvii,  piib1ish«il  Willi  Roper't  lir<.-  of  More,  are  Mmeobm- 
vatioiii  on  Dorckeitcr,  Bemingtan,  aiitl  Efuilm.  Alto  in  ttie  Prrim 
to  Ili;mlii|;ford,  p.  i7 — 69- 

In  rrgard  to  Tluune  sellout,  (here  was  priiiteil,  as  it  apptars  for  pn- 
-Tite  osf,  Ihe  foUowins  thin  foho :  "  Sehi)la  Ihamcnsu  ex  fundaliiw 
Johanritt  Williams niiiiliDdoDiiniVVilliaiiiiilrTliaine  ,l575.Goilure 
the  Quern."  'i'bls  book  contains  the  indenture  and  deeds  of  tcule 
jneiit  1  tike  statutes,  and  itie  evidences  of  Ihe  »cboc>l  and  aJimbouK 
■fTtie  only  copy,"  says  Mr.  Gougli,  "tlisit  I  ever  saw  wai  in  Wt. 
Vest's  library,  now  in  the  King's.  TlitTe  is  anotho-r  m  (he  Bod- 
leian." 

"  Tragi-comicdia,  being  a  brief  relation  of  the  strange,  anri  1ton(l(^ 
ftill  hanil  of  God  discovered  at  Jifit'ify,  in  tlie  Cwmniy  acted  ihor. 
■I'eb.  3,  wlierr  iherc  wt-te  sonte  slaiiie,  many  liurt,  with  teveraUcdan 
Kmurkslile  passages;  together  wilh  w(>at  wa<  prraclwil  in  tfamSn- 
taom  oil  tliat  occasion,  from  Ron>.  1.  18.  both  wliich  iita^r  teT*«  ■■ 
•omc  Ciieck  lo  the  growing  Alheisme  uf  the  present  ase.  *  B«  i<Aa 
.  Rowe,  of  C.  C.  C.  in  OxforJ,  Lecturer  in  llie  Town  of  Witney.  Orf 

«5a." 

\n  answer  to  a  scandulons  Pamplilct,  enlilulcd  the  Pment  Mate  <i 
A*  Fa-c  School  at  Witney,  in  Oxfor<bhire,  ic.  bj  John  Goole,  A.M. 
^Wicar  of  Evnsham,  and  Master  of  ttie  Free  School  of  Wituey.  in  tie 
county  of  Oxford."     Oxf.  1721.  8vo. 

I  "The  Contract  violated,  or  the  haKty  MarTtagf.  By  John  GmIc 
U.  A.  Master  of  tlie  [Vcc  School  nf  \\  itni^y,  and  \'iGar  of  Ky  mhuB," 
'  Ac.  Ttiis  relates  to  a  marriage  between  the  author  aitd  a  ddugbin  oJ 
Vt.  Iludwn. 

'"  "  SliBnge  and  wonderful  News  from  Biteitfr,  a  Town  in  Oxforl- 
•Kre :  being  a  full  and  Irue  Accouiil  of  a  terrHite  l'entp«sl  ti  liftM- 
rini;,  nil),  hail,  aud  thunder,  which  happened  there  Ihe  tucniyelh  WJ 
of  April  last  past,  and  continui-d  for  several  hours  ;  burnt  much  Com, 
ionic  barns  and  outhouses,  and  Lill'd  many  Caltel ;  aI»o  ^poyl'd  wre- 
nl  Persons,  and  had  like  to  Imvc  ronauined  the  whole  Towo.  IfiTS." 
*«. 

The  ■'  Btcnhciiii  Guide,"  by  the  Itcv.  Dr.  Mavor,  it  one  ef  6e 
(lost  elegunt  and  conipre1iensg*e  works  ol  Ihe  kind  e*er  publnheil, 
ud  contains  inany  parliculuri  rclaliiig  lo  Lbe  boiuiigb  of  W««ii- 
llock. 

The"Custoine  of  the  Maniior  of  Woodstock,"  Is  published  in  Ike 
jwcface  10  the  8[h  Volume  of  Leiand'i  Itinerary.  A  Iraiocripl iri  a 
ibll  relating  lo  thi!<  manor,  t.  Edw.  I.  is  at  the  end  of  fleanie't  edilio 
of  Robert  de  Avesbury. 

.  "  A  short  survey  of  Woodstock"  is  printed  with  "The  Jusl  Xhri 
of  Wondslock,  or  a  true  Narrative  of  the  several  afvparJiltMt,  die 
fiigiits,  and  mmishmciils  that  were  inflicted  upon  tlie  rumpidiCMiP 
lliiiuuncrs,"  &c.  by  Widdowci. 


LIST   OF  BOOKS,  &C. 


c  accuuot  of  the  uegc 


"  Crouch  Hill,  a  lieacriniive  poem,  with  s> 
of  Baiilniry  Castle,"  by  Mr.  Rusher. 

"God'*  Trrrible  Judgement  in  O\forilshire :  a  true  relation  of  3 
woman  at  Athetbtiry,  having  used  divers  liomble  wishes  and  impre- 
catiim,  was  luddenly  burnt  to  ashes  on  one  side  of  her  body,  wrien 
there  was  no  lire  near  her.  1677."  4io. 

"  Memoirs  of  Oaiiey  Abbey,  near  Oxford,  collected  Trom  the 
most  autiientic  authors,"  ic.  by  John  Swaini',  Esq.  (of  Windsor) 
17&J, 

A  discourse  about  Fair  Rosamond,  and  the  Numiery  of  Goilslnffe, 
with  occaMonal  iiotrs  aiiout  Btnscy  ;  wntten  by  T.  Heame,  1713. 
apieA.  ad  G.  Neubrig.  \i.  730. 

Ill  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  XLI.  p.  CSi.  is  acurlous  article 
onihe  subject  of  GoOstowptoiDinunicated  by  Mr.  Cough;  and,  in  the 
■ami;  work,  for  AiiKu^t,  1?H7,  is  a  transcript  from  llie  Cbartulary,  oc 

Ledger  Book,  of  Godstow  *' 

Ilnme  «Tot>".  "  A  Discovrse  concerning  the  Sturufifld  teisellaled 
pavement,  &c."  which  is  uri-tixrd  to  Vol.  V  III.  of  LebnJ-i  llit.pran. 
Jolin  Poiiiler,  M.  A-  attacked  Hearne's  opinio'is.  _    _ 

Bojnan  pavement  lately  found  at  Slunilield,  In  Oxfordshire,  proved  l» 
be  LiOO  years  old.     Oxf.  l7l3."8vo. 

Tlic  following  pamphlets  appeared  in  tlie  17lh  century,  coaceming 
operations  in  the  civil  war> 

"  ExceMling  good  News  from  Oxfordshire ;  being  a  Inie  relation 
ofthe  manner  of  tbeappreiiending  of  ihe  Earl  of  Berkshire,  Sir  John 
Ciirzon,  Sir  Robert  Dormer,  aiiiT  divers  other  cayalii-n,  in  Oxford- 
shiir,  bv  Coloiiell  Hampdoi  and  Colonell  Goodwyn,  Stc.  1642." 
«o. 

"  His  Highness  Prince  Rupert's  late  beating  up  the  rebels  quarters 
at  pQslcomb  and  Chimner,  in  Oxfordshire:  and  liis  victory  in  Chal- 
grove  Field,  on  Suiid;iy  morning,  June  18.  1643.  Whereunlo  is  added 
Sir  John  Werie's  expedition  to  West  Wickbam,  ihc  Sunday  after, 
June  9^,  1643."  4to. 

'•  Tlie  Leve11t.-rs(faUty  so  called)  vindicated :  or  the  case  of  the  twelve 
troops  which  (by  limclKry  in  a  treaty)  was  lately  surprised  and  At- 
featecl  ai  Uuiford,  truly  stated,  and  offered  to  the  judgment  of  all  un- 
byassed  and  wel-miniled  people,  especially  of  th«^  army,  tbeir  fellow 
soiildiers,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Fairfax."  4lo. 

The  most  important  publics 
ford  are. 

"  Theancient  and  present  state  of  the  City  of  Oxford,  containiu 
on  accouiit  of  its  FoundLition.  Antiqiiitv,  Situation,  Suburbs,  divish 
by  Wards,  Walls.  Castk.  Fairs,  Religions  Houses,  Abbeys,  St.  Frid< 
wede's ;  Churches,  as  well  those  destroyed  as  the  present,  with  U' 
monuEOntal  inscription! ;  Mayor*,  Members  of  Parnaroent,  ttc  'I 
2N2 


L 


vat  (tr  sioK^  Hjt, 
the  BtT,  Sir  i.  Poiall,  Bin-    LoiAwi  l~J."     Tfck  -«*ft  iSkr- 


lleirr«  printed,  in  the  ippmdix  Id  (Iw  AmbI^  de  Pmiiltoht  Nt 
VII  3n<)Vni.3cV')""W3iM)  nntTTlIM-tChnteraf  Lkrii 
anil  PrrvtItrgFilulhnCity,  from  lt)e  rt^^Ot  Om-bCV  Abbey,  cMM 
fay  Mr.  Htrc  antoon  Ins  MSS.  ia  Ihc  Uborf  m  Ca>i»  CoUeg^  C» 

A  Clortn  of  Ilenrv  to  ibc  Bur^(s»«i  of  Osfon)  k  piiiitc<il,  tm 
»m  Cou.  lib.  ClHud.  'D.  II.  at  die  cad  c(  Lib.  Nic.  Sck.  1L  I» 

1772. 


"ThcPas^ac-ftf  (lieTreulTe  for  the  ^urmdcr  of  Oztonl  toSrT 
Fiiitftw,  .Vc,  ]«46," 

"  Artii^lc^  i;onciuitf'l  and  agreed  on  for  Ux  tarrendcr  at  OiM 
lanHrarri'unlantoSir'T.  Fairikx,?4ihof  Juw.  1646.  Lon^  IM.* 
4lo. 

'  t3i.  Iliictt  pBlii»ll^e>l  in  ilii:  Pliitotophical  Tnnsac6oi».  VoL  l| 
)>l>0,  jii  ttc'couQl  of  tlie  libck  a^t/e,  Ifimd  X(ciloii  College  ltc|* 
with  remarks. 

Al  the  rm!  of  Boylf'f'HiilorT  of  ihc  Ai*.  IBS*.  Sr. 
M  thcchangMof  uirobservetlaiO^fonl,  from  Ju»c  ?4,  I660.  to.i&d 

T h(  fint  gftncral  octoiinl  of  Jhe  UnivetiUy  pf  Onfanl  Ii 
in  toi^io  riiyitiinK  wne*  by  TrefjtUn,  pr  TrcryUwni, 
I'Viar,  I.  Iln..  Vr.  i.uhlisheJ  by  llearne  al  tht  fi^  uf  ■    :  ! 
Hir.  II.  Ox.  IT'd'' 

In  the  year  1,304,  the  puUI'tc  orator  ol  Catnbtidge  rv 
^teme  extfayadaarir.  on  tbe  preinmeU  suucnorantiqn:' > 
ytJnlty.  lu,^ri  harjnuuc  delivered  lififote  QuMu  Erii.i'. 
'.lii'ced  Tlionias  K-y.  or  Cay,  Miislerof  t'liivi-nrty  t\.  ,. 

Sijar  ^  niece  in  winch  li^  eudcavoiircd.to  pruvr  tlut  tin-  I 
ixfcril  waa  fou tided  by  certain  Grt^tlt  ^rofessori  wh( 
Bfute  to  Etlnlaiid.  K')'* worfe  was  fiiW iirrrted,  with  ao  flir.«<f  W 
irli'l^yDr.Caioi,  nfCaiusCollpRP,  Canibh'rt((e.  by  BynniTWui.  IW. 
'nil.  anil  ai^ain  in  l.')^4,  under  (lie  title  of,  AMiriin  Anii(inilid»  OMflt- 
rii<it  Acadrniiit- liiciTto  aitthnre  ejitsdem  gymnaiii ;  art  iHtMltHi  It*- 

Jinam  iuina  iStil).    Jam  nuper  oil  verbam  cum  pnorc'  edilki.Pi" 
ragmento  Oxonleii-k  Hisloriolx.      Addllls   casligalionibut  vMv^ 

ante  cjallflitionciii  (ii^aw  eililtoiiem  jBcaindam  dicimu«^  nullum  rrn 
Omnia  proiitab  i|r«i<  aiittiocii  c\<?mula'ri1>uK  acurpiihii).,  h. 
nilv^f  fociniiiis." — llearne  repiilili'm-J  11  with  hit  "  Vin, 
tali*  Ac4deuiiic  Oxoiiicnsif  cunlm  JgauiiKuiCaiiiin  Cuiiu 


-cntppmirt 
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fr^m  the  original  MS.  with  additions  to  the  "  Assertio/'  by  the  author, 
.  and  other  copious  papers.     Ox.  1 730. 

A  Discourse  of  the  Antiquity  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  by  way 
of  "  letter  to  a  friend,  written  by  Dr.  Hutten,  Canon  of  ChrUt 
Church,  1599."  printed  at  the  end  of  Ilearne's  Textus  ftoffensis,  gives 
an  account  of  tJie  City  and  University,  but  not  of  the  Colleges  par* 
ticjilarly. 

"Nicolai  Fierberti,  C^xoniensis  in  Anglia  Academispdcscriptio:  ad 
perillustren)  et  reverendi^s.  D.  D.  Bernardinum  Paulinum,  S.  D.  N. 
Clementis  VIII.  datarinm.  Romac,  1602."  ICmo.— This  curious  tract 
was  reprinted  in  Ltrland*s  Itinerary,  Vol.  IX. 

<«  Bryan  Twyne,"  says  Goiigh,  "  was  the  rirst  vihq  treated  the  af- 
fairs of  this  University  like  a  professed  Antiquary,  for  which  he  was 
i^arded  with  the  place  of  keeper  of  its  archives.  His  Antiquitatis 
Academix  Oxoniensis  Apologia,  :n  tres  libros  divjsa,  was 'printed  at 
Oxf.  in  1608.  4to.  Hearnc  boasts  that  he  has  defended  the  antiquity 
of  Oxfonl  with  irrefragable  and  undeniable  proofs,  yet  Twync  aflow^- 
ed  the  authority  of  that  MS.  which  makes  against  K." 

Twyne  was  followed  by  Scot,  Langbaine,  and  Fulman  ;  hut  the 
labour  of  each  was  eclipsed  by  that  of  Antliony  a  Wood,  whose  "  Hi<« 
toria  et  Antiquitates  Universitutis  Oxoniensis  duobiis  voluminibus 
4:!oniprehens;r.  Oxon.  ^  Th<^tro  Sheldoniano.  1674.'^  fol.  was  pub* 
Jished  at  the  expense  of  |he  University.  The  finit  volume  contains 
Ihe  Antiquities  of  the  University,  in  chronological  order,  to  1646 ;  the 
lecond  those  of  the  Colleges. 


the 

Johi 

of  Oxford,  from  the  death  of  William  the  Conqueror  to  tiie  demise  of 

Q.  Elizabeth.  Oxf.  1773."  4to. 

William  of  Worcester,  who  was  educated  at  Hart  Hall,  drew  up  a 
history. of  the  learned  m**n  oducatrd  at  Oxforcl,  of  which  Twyne  pub- 
lished an  extract  in  his  "Apologia;"  but  ihe  great  hbtoriaii  of  the 
members  of  the  University  is  Anthony  A  Wood,  whose  work  hi  inti* 
filled  "  Athene  Oxonienses.  An  exact  history  of  all  the  writers  and 
BisJiops  who  have  had  their  education  in  the  most  ancient  and  famous 
JJliiversity  of  Oxford,  from  the  15th  yearr  of  King  llciiry  the  seventh* 
Dom.  1500.  to  the  end  of  the  year  iC90 ;  reproseiiiin^  the  birth,  for- 
tlfDe*  prefennenl  and  death  of  all  those  authors  and  prelates;  the  great 
Occidents  of  their  lives,  and  ihe  fate  and  character  of  their  writings. 
To  which  are  added  the  Fasti,  or  Annals  of  the  naid  University,  for 
tfie  same  time." 

The  *'  Athenar"  were  reprinted  in  1721,  in  t<ro  Volumes,  folio,  con- 
tinued down  to  Wood's  death,  1695,  from  the  copy  now  deposited  In 
the  Ashmolean  Museum,  in  which  the  author  harl,  with  his  own  hand« 
inserted  a  great  number  of  additions  and  amendments  ;  and  500  new 
Jives  were  conmiunicated  to  the  editors  by  Bishop  Tanner,  to  whom 
-Wood  on  his  ^euth-bed  bequeathed  it. 
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ftis  tblje  regretted  that  Wood's  great  Biographic 
niuch  (lebaspJ  hy  prgudii-'e  and  pany-f^cling  ;  but  many  putinir 
of  evphnation  may  be  rxpeclwl  from  "  Anew  ulilion  ol  Iht'i'i- 
Willi  adiliiions,  and  a  ctiiuijiiiaiion,  by  Pliili|>  l$1i-s  Ke<low  U  % 
John's  Callege,  Oxford."  The  first  Volume  is  ulready  bvfcR  tn 
public. 

" 'I'he  ancient  ami  present  stale  of  the  UnWcDily  of  Oxfof^fee 
&i."  by  John  Aviilie,  LL.D.  and  Kdlow  of  New  CoHrgr.  b  ct»^ 
wmpiled  from  Wood;  but  Dr.  AylifTe  unfurtunaldy  aAAeS'm 
remarks  or  hit  crwn,  » iili  congenial  actrbii j,  for  wtitcb  lie  vs  it 
graded,  and  expelled  IlieUnircr^ity. 
Gulch,  likewhe,  published  a  compilalion  from  Wood, 
Salmon,  author  of  the  Modem  Hislory,  printetl,  ir)  I74J.  anoiMK 
Volunir,  containing  an  "  accouol  of  ilie  present  elate  rrf  the  l'oi>» 
■ity  of  Oxford, '  toKeiher  with  tame  notice  of  several  plant  is  I^ 
couiily. 

A  more  saliffaclory  work  has  appeared,  under  the  title  of  "  A  H* 
tory  of  ihe  Collegrt,  Hallt,  and  Public  Ouildintp  iiUachcd  to  tk 
Vnlversity  of  O\lord,  including  Iha  lives  of  the  Fuumlers  by  Akt 
auder  Chalinen.  F.  S.  A.  illustrated  by  a  series  of  Engravings." 

Five  numbers  have  appeared  of  an  extensile  work,  by  ili  liiliiPi. 
intituled  "The  Hi^torv  of  the  University  of  Oxfofd,  illuAntel  kj 
upwards  of  eijilily  highly  finished  and  coloured  Fngravingii,  fac  ihite 
of  thr  drjwines  representing  exterior  and  interior  viewt  of  ihe  C> 
le^i^  Halls,  i'ublic  Buildings,  and  Costume,  a>  well  as  of  tlic  nt.-t 
striking  parts  of  tbc  City."  The  work  is  lu  be  cunipleicd  in  ibwi 
ouinben. 
Oxoaiana,  published  by  Phillips,  in  Four  Volume^,  contaiiu  mUT 
ni-.tanees  relaliiig  to  the  University  and  Ctly,  (artlj  et 
*"-    =n  the  public  libraries,  and    pailly  copied  fti» 


Iracted  from  MSS. 
Korce  books. 

There  are  several  Guides,  or  Pocket  Compaiti 
sity;*  the  last  of  which  was  published  iu  IHI'J. 

A   Unhersilt/  Calendar,  which  contains  lists  of  tV  publti. 
the  Principals  and  Fellows  o[  the  respective  Colleges  ;  and 
of  latisfactnry  particulars  connected  u  ith  the  Unirersit}-, 
annually. 

*'  Balliofergus,  or  a  Commentary  upon  the  Founilalion,  Koondnv 
and  Atlaires,  of  Baliiol  College,  gaihired  out  of  the  tvcurUs IhetHL 
and  other  aiitiiiu it les,  with  a  brief  dnicriplion  of  eminent  }>enuiM,  vio 
have  been  formerly  of  the  same  home.  Wheremitoia  added  anrxart 
catalogue  of  till  the  heads  of  the  same  Colledge  never  yet  exhibited  lij 


,   to   the  Vmf» 


andanriM 
,  ispnbltM 


■ 


In  ridieate  af  inch  worki,  Wirion  publiihed  "  A  CompurioB  le  it* 
de,  ind  h  Guide  tn  ihe  Coiugjuni'in  :  being  »  complclc  iBM[«toai  is  rf 
ncct.uLitk  of  OifDrd  hiiheno  published."  &e.~Tliit  IIiiIb  tract  uiaaim 
V  humuuroiis  ifiturlii,  hal  iippeifi,  nn  the  »tiplB,  ti>  hr  nwmnbj  tbcin' 


tny  ;  toeetherwith  two  bibles,  ont  of  endowments,  theoilier  of  mi'scel- 
Un'irs.  UyHenrj'Suvjgc,  master  of  the  saiilColledge.  Uxf.  1668."  4lo. 


Notes  cotKCrilbg  the  foundation  of  Merton  College  are  at  the  end 
of  Hearne's  Textus  RofTeiisis,  \i.  408. 

Some  account  of  llie  etTects  of  a  »lorni  of  Liitbliiiiig  anci  Tliunder, 
in  PemltroLe  Cullege,  June  3,  1765,  it  In  ttie  Pliilowphk-al  Traiijac' 
ti«n*,  Vol,  LV.  art.  30, 

"The  Annals  of  University  College,  proving  William  of  Durham 
the  true  fnundur :  and  answering  all  their  argumenli  who  a4cril)e  it  lo 
King  Alfred.  By  William  tMitith,  rector  of  Mehonbv,  and  al)ove 
twelve  yean  Seniur  Fellow  of  that  Society.  Ncwtaaile,  17;'S." 
Bvo. 

The  cii«e  o/ Worcester  College,  or  Gloucester  Hall  changed  into 
Wurceslcr  College,  was  printed  in  a  broad  sheet,  Luid.  I'OiJ.  A  se- 
cond edition  in  octavo  was  iutitnlcil  "The  Case  of  Worctiler  Col- 
lege, ai  it  W39  presented  to  the  Meinliefj  of  the  House  of  Commons." 
Both  were  written  by  Benjamin  Woodtoffc,  D.  D.  principal  of  Glou- 
cester Hall. 

"  The  case  of  Gloucester  Hall,  in  Oxford,  rectifying  the  filse  ttating 
thereof  by  Dr.  Wootlroffe,  Oxon,"  4to.  This  was  wriiten  by  Dr. 
Baron,  master  of  Balliol  College. 

The  Bodi/  qfStalutei  was  drawn  up  by  Brjan  Twne,  and  trans- 
lated into  Uilin  by  Dr-  Peter  Turner,  Savilian  Prufeiftor.  This  trans- 
lation, with  large  additions,  anil  a  preface  by  the  Proli-«sor,  »»  lir^t 
Crinled  at  Oxford,  1634.  folio. — An  abstract,  for  the  u«e  of  ihe  mem- 
ers,  delivered  lo  lliem  on  their  matriculation,  has  l>ei-n  senTal  times 
reprinted. 

PRINTS  AND  MAPS. 

Views  of  several  buildings  an-  inserted  In  Kennrt'i  Parochial 
Antinuilies ;  and  there  are  a  lew  Piiuts,  relating  to  buildings,  among 
the  illusU'ations  of  Plot's  Natural  History. 

In  Stukeley's  Itin.  Cur,  11.  Plates  3,  e,  7,  8,  represent  Akhi-slcv 
(Aliiuna)  I'bame  (Tamese)  and  Embury  (Branavis)  17'J4. 
Ditchley,  drawn  and  engraved  by  Sullivan^ 

Messrs.  Buck  engraved  W.  view  of  Goilslow  Nunnery,  i7?9 ;  E. 
view  of  Eynsham  Abhev  ;  S.  SV.  Col.l  Norton  ;  S.  W.'tlutlercol ; 
N.  .Minster  Lovei  ;  Priories :  and  N.  E.  of  Broughton  Castle. 

'i'hree  Plans,  and  three  Fronis,  of  Blenlwim  House,  Vitr.  Brit.  I. 
55—6.'. 

N.  and  N.  W.  views  of  the  House  and  High  Lmlge,  by  Boydcll. 
"TlieoldestrjfWtifOxford  extant  is,  probably,  that  by  Hocfnagel, 
"       kii  civUat^,  157"-"" 

2  N  4  A  view 

•  Coiijlt. 


4AT  Of  soeH«j  ke^ 

•A  fievr  by  Buck,  1731. 
A  good  iriew  of  Ibe  High  Street,  by  Turner. 
One  set,  six  views,  of  Oxford,  by  M«lton. 
Magdalen  College,  Bridge,  and  Tower. 

Magdalen  College 'old    quadrangle,   drawn    and    published  by 

Buckler. 

Buckler  bas,  likewise,  published.  The  Front  of  Magdalen  Cotlej^ 
Chapel ;  The  Front  of  Christ  Church ;  Christ  Church  Catbedral ;  The 
Front  of  New  College  Chapel. 

Bibliotheca  Kadcli^lana ;  Plans,  with  explansitions,  8lc,  by  G9>bs. 

A  View  and  Plan  of  A\\  Saints'  Church,  by  Burghers. 

A  View  connected  with  Ojcford  is  reKuhurly  givea  in  the  Oxford 

Almanac. 

The  oldest  PUm  of  the  City  of  Oxford  extant,  is  that  included  in 
$alph  Aggas's  Plan  of  the  University,  1578,  or  1579. 

Saxton's  Map  of  this  County,  including  Bucks  and  Berkshire,  w» 
made  1574,  but  wants  the  Hundred^  which  are  supplied,  with  a  Plaa 
of  the  City^  and  Arms  of  the  Colleges,  in  Speed's  Map,  I6l0. 

A  new  actual  survey  was  published  171$.  by  Overton,  with  views  of 
the  Public  Schools,  Stonesneld  Pavement,  the  City  from  the  £,  aad 
lUenheim  House  and  Bridge. 

Thomas  Jeffereys  engraved^  1769.  A  new  Map  of  this  county,  from 
a  scale  of  one  inch  to  a  mile. 

But  the  roost  satis&ctory  Map  is  that  by  Richard  Davis,  Toncgn 
pher  to  His  Majesty,  publiOied  in  1707,  on  the  scale  of  two  iacteto 
a  mile.  An  attentive  examination  of  the  county  has  proved  to  us  the 
yaiue  of  this  publication,  and  we  are  pleased  to  find  that  fresh  €»pici, 
with  corrections,  as  to  tiie  change  of  proprietors  and  occupiers^  may 
b^  speedily  expected. 


INDEX 


INDEX 


OXFORDSHIRE. 


AdOBRBURY,  village.  SW ; 
pve  liilc  of  Bsron  \a  Earl  of  Ro- 
ehrrtei,  511 ;  decajtd  mmision  of 
Cobb  Familj,  lb.  ;  former  )e«t  of 
licrnlioua  EbcI  ot  lUichcitci.  ib.  ; 
Jinc.   by  Pope.    Sif 


unique  portraili. 

b.;  churcli.airf, 

583;    f«e-«b«.l. 

aud  m   liteiaij 

n>liv«,  533, 

Adwell  Cop,  3iU. 

Menian   Slrevl,    it 

iraco  In    llii> 

Afhan.(SlO   Hall. 

acronutor.  i«S 

aag. 

Alcl.«ler,  Boinan 

Utlon.  536  -,  <lu 

iyofCara„>jiiiai; 

d  AUf^ctui.  >b. 

probably  con..iuc 

ed  by  PlaLiiiiis 

537}   Komim  co 

lU,    im.    found 

Aldiich,  Desn,  principal  atcbilcct  of 
Peckwaler  iquare,  1ST. 

Alkeiton,  5Ui  Timothy  Ljdiat,  a 
native,  ib. ;  barird  in  chucch,  ib. 

All  Soula'  College,  notice  of,  108- 
115;  K^neral  thatacter  of  hnild- 
ingi,  103, 109  ;  chitpcl,  109,  lltii 
hall,  no,  lit  j  library,  lll,lUi 
biogtapkical  notice  of  founder, 
tl(,ll3j  tiDinent  icholats,  114  ; 
Cuiiac)>  cuMom,  11*,  llftj  «x«lfj, 
how  conitiiDted,  lis.    ,, 

Aoec^otei  pf  Jolin  de  Vcrci  » 


Sir  Bichard  Sutlon,  ICS;  Queen 
Eliiabcib,  13S  ;  Cntbarinjc  Ma(- 
Ijr.  141,14!  i  Sii  William  Peire, 
I4»i  Dt.  Ftideaoi,  151;  Dr. 
Price,  153;  Sir  Uuliue  JeuUns, 
156,  167  ;  Tboniu  Bolliflram,  1h- 
ahop  of  Lincoln,  lad,  159  ;  Sic  W. 
U'AvcnanI,  161,  Ifii.  157,  and 
K5B  -,  Wujier  de  Mtiloii,  \Ti.  173  ■, 
AdaiD  da  Brom,  I  Bti  (  'riiDmai  Te>- 
dak,]91,l9«;  Robert  EKlaifc  Id. 
William  of   Uorlwn. 


SISi 


r  Skirl 


Uuitiam,  -ilb  i  Sir  Tlioi»ai  Bo4- 

Uy,  ^53;  TlioiDU   Havtard,  Earl 

Anii>deJ.  tSb,  936  ;  Dt.  Bad- 


clilTe,  u; 


;  Thoi 


i>  H^rj 


t,  SjIJt 


,  ChilUntCWurtb,  (57  :  IJr.  Ed- 
ward Puoocll,  <5B  ;  AnUiony  ■ 
Wood,  va,  559;  Ch.rlei  Ciokc, 
sea  i  Georgr  Etherjdgo,  WW  ;  A. 
Scrape,  303  i  Longland,  bishop  o I' 
Lincoln,  331  i  Granger,  337;  Dc 
la  Field,  365,  S&i  ;  Sarab,  Du- 
clieu  of  Marlbotoush.  409,  410  ; 
Uc.  Jubn  Hogcrs,  4$9,  440  ;  Lo- 
dowick  Grciile,  517;  Camden, 
Baubury,    53u  i 

:o  of,  tii. 


3ue<-n  Editl 
iiiidulian  marble  J; 


Vlll.    134!    WfDuniled    by    i 


I  Si 


14S.  145: 


INDEX. 

C[o«iut»l)  Giffi^d,  rilimgv.  9K. 

Ctomley  P«ik.   se«(  of  J<*1.  /  ' 
Wiigbi.  V-'l-   taeiabtf  Col  C 


Ull,  poem 

libnry,  picloro,  bosli.&c.l- ^ .-». 
thnire  of  aoDiDinT,  146  )  eminci 
•cholan,  ib. ;  locien,  how  coiitl 
(Died.  134,  14fi.  «iid  147. 

Dbcr  of,  ill  OgifoTdihir 


Cudde.'Jen  P^law,  36«. 
Callian,  iiIUec  56I)- 


I 


Ckuicbnhi  0( Ford,  St.  M*r;'<,  941, 
iij;  All  S4>iii>.  «4S;  Si.  Pclpr'i 
ill  the  Kut.  >46-147  i  C>irr«i,  or 
St.  Atir(>n-i,  tV :  SI.  Clenint't, 
ib  ;  Si,  tbU't,  ib.  1  St.  Giln'*.  ib.  i 
UdIvwpII,  «4t) ;  Si  John'i,  »e  Met- 
toncollegr;  S).  Mir/  Magdalen'!, 
J48 ;  St.  Miehssl'j,  ib. :  St.  Peter'i 
in  il>e  Baiky,  Id.;  bl.  Aldaie'i, 
HS,  349  i  St  I'bumu.  (49. 

Chnrch  Kiuiom,  Tillage,  509 ;  chuKh, 
510. 

Civil  mr  in  nth  wiilury,  eSeCli  of, 
U1  0>rardthirc,  r.  8. 

Clircrtden  piiiuiiig  li<ruK,  tSf,  VM. 


CliIHUcofOirnK 
C»»P),  parish,  + 
Cole,  John,  a  m 


dricribcd,  14. 

of  Aitdcrburr. 


Da  1 1  e>  in  Otfardilxfr,  6. 
U'A.cnaal,  S.r  WiIIL,>ni. 

nifuril,  a.'i?  1    oneciloiic*   ol, 

161, and  16V. 
De  briiiD,  Adaiu,  aitecitiitr*  of,  ttt 
De  U  Field,  Bo.  iUf .   aiieuk 

SKh,  AM. 
De  la  I^jI'i  ■on*  accoimt  «f  I, 

luily,  3M.  SA3  i  nmaina  o     _ 

uin]i>ir>ii  at  EveEm,    354  ;  IwtpH 

■iid  tchuol  IfiDiidet)  bj.  S^,  SiST 
Do   Ucnoo.    Waller,    aoccllote*  df, 

17»,  173. 
OeVcrct,  Earl*  of  QilodUbuc  a^ 

count  of,  »-M. 

,  John,  aDfcdntc  of.  5 

Dedjinpon,  timii,  4t~  _ 

lb.)  ^(Uiitniii  fnriacilj  i|i 


CDnflu 


1  Eiid,   tIuicU  b/  Cliarlej  I. 
of  ihc  nmmc  and  Isii,  S79, 


1S3:  n 


Cl^inmer,  arehbithop,  pi 

Oiford.  93.  94. 
Cropredy,  lillage,  53l  ;  balUe 

ib. ;  a  nnliTf,  .^Sl,  53tf. 
Ctoke,  Chulci,  anecdottj  of,  Sfii, 


Coombe  Lodge,  547, 

Curpiu  Chrilli  College,  e"i'ral 
lice  of,  l37-ISJi  aanie  agcout 
the  rounder,  1*1-1*9  ;  benpfacton, 
119;  chanctcr  of  bnildrngi,  1t9. 
1.10  ;  library,  130,  llil ;  hat),  1J3t ) 
<;hapFl,ib. ■■"'—  ■"■ 


JNDEX. 


Bocardo,  a  prison  foriMrlj  in  Ox- 
ford. 255 ;  f  apposed  door  of  Cran- 
mer'i  room  of  coiifineiuent,  )?54* 
Bodicot,.  hamlet,  5t0 ;  native  of,  ib. ; 

cliapel,  ib. 
Bodleian,  or  public,  library,  Oxford, 

«3«. 
Bodlej,    Sir   Thomas,    memoirs   of, 

«3S. 
Brad  well,  parish,  478. 
Brasenausc  College,   general  notice 
of,  ItjUlt?;  wbentoonded,  1««; 
aome  accoont  of  the  founder,  1^2, 
Its  ;  of  Sir  R.  Sotton,  liS  ;  char- 
ter of  foundation,  ib.  ;  character  of 
buildings,    U4,  125;    hall,   ttb; 
library.   If 5,  126;    chapel,   1^6  j 
eminent  scholars,  i26, 127;  expla- 
nation of  name,  127 ;  locietj,  how 
constituted,  ib. 
Brightwell,  village,  357. 
Britwell  hilly  traces  of  a  castrameta- 

tion,^16. 
Britwell  prior,  S5B;    aansioo  inha- 
bited by  nuns,  ib. 
l^riae  Norton,  village,  484;    manor, 

ib. ;  church  much  neglected,  ib. 
Broadwell  Grove  House,  478,  479. 
Broughton  Poggs,  village,  479;  de- 
cayed  mansion,  ib. ;  manor,  how 
held  formerly,  ib. 
Broughton  cistle,  512;  manor,  ib. ; 

gold  ring  found,  51S. 
Broughton  church  and   monnreents, 

513,  514. 
Bmcme,  505 ;  formerly  a  monastery 
here,  ib. ;  and  a  seat  belonging  to 
the  Cope  family,  ib. 
Bnllington  hundred,    260-287;   pa- 
rishes in,  360. 
Bnrford  town,  472 ;  priory,  472, 475 ; 
pictures  in,  475 ;  church,  473  475 ; 
curious  inscription,    474;    monu- 
ment of  Sir  Laurence  Tanfield,  ib.; 
benefactions   have    suffered    from 
I    neglect,  475 ;  parish  register,  ib. ; 
free-school  and    almshouses,   ib.  ; 
town  noticed  by  history  at  an  ear- 
ly period.  475,  476  ;  obsolete  cus- 
tom, 476 ;    a  curious  custom  still 
prevailing,  ib. ;    internal   govem- 
mtnt,  &c.  476,  477  i    Dissenters, 
477 }  popuktion,  ib, ;  natives,  477, 
478. 


c. 


Canal,  the  Oxibrd,  41. 

Cane  End,  seal,  5.^a 

Caswell,  decayed  mansion,  484. 

Camden,  anecdote,  5'i9r 

Caversliam,  village,  339  ;  Domesday 
account  of,  ib. ;  cliurch,  ib.;  canons 
of  Nottely  had  a  cell  and  famous 
relic  here,  3S9,  340;  »kirmishet 
here  in  time  ot  civil  war,  340,  341, 

Caversham  hill,  a  mineral  spring  dis- 
cover^ at,  341. 

Caversham  lodge,  some  notice  of  the 
seat  so  termed,  341,  34i?. 

Cbadlington  hundred,  492-5I1  ;  pa- 
rislies  in,  493. 

Chadliogtiin  village,  5Ci9« 

Chalgrove  village,  358. 

Chalgrove  Field,  skirmish  there  in 
which  Hampden  received.  hi<  death 
wound,  358;  a  dagger  and  hatchets 
found  there,  364. 

Chapel  house,  inn  so  called,  stone 
coffins  found,  SOUX. 

Charlbury,  town^532;  parish  regis- 
ter, ih. 

Chastleton,  seat  there,  505  :  barrow. 

Chaucer,  Geoffrey,  his  grand  daugh- 
ter  marries  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
352  ;  a  supposed  residence  of,  379, 
380;  remains  of  his  residence  at 
Woodstock,  389,  390. 

Chichele,  archbishop,  biographical 
notice  nf,  112,  113. 

Chillingwortli,  William,  native  of  Ox- 
ford, 257. 

Chipping  Norton,  town,  493 ;  of  note 
in  the  $axon  timos,  ib. ;  Romua 
coiiu  lound,  ib  ;  erroneously  call- 
ed Cold  Norton,  493,  494;  munor, 
494 ;  aspect  of  t lie  town,  494, 49^ ; 
church,  monuments,  £tc.  496^97  ; 
site  of  castle,  497 ;  free-school,  ib.; 
almshouses,  497,  498;  school  lor 
girls,  498;  remains  of  «  monastic 
foundation,  ib. ;  formerly  scat 
members  to  Pariiament,  ih. ;  iuter- 
t^l  goveniroenr,  499;  'common 
l4nd,  ib, ;  fairs  and  market,  ib. ; 
dissenting  meeting  houses,  ib, ;  po- 
pulation, lb- 

Chistiehamplon,  village,  380. 

Christ  Church,  general  notice  of,  132- 
147;    eriginal  design  of  founder, 

133; 


Unoc  culBiu  (auBd   on  difgu^   ■ 
tlw  tfnd^.  tii.  436. 


GoMclaw,  Walter,  «  ouiTe  of  Crepc- 

Cmipr,    lUir.   Mr.    acMnDt   of  bii 

cooRrmi^t  bn  dnih,  ^ 
Qmi  UmiitRO.  *>lb>e«.  131. 

'■■---    -r-.aa. 


-  Uw.lcriaa.  f  itlue,  .SS 
~Tr*.  rtllafC.  ^9)  d 
■onr.  439.  UO)  fi 


rtof 


«w;  of   Rouian   aKlHiutliei.  463- 

Ml;  «rif"vi|bed.  4<4- 
Puk.   *«);  fnrnwrljr   rr. 

■idcnce   gr    Lwd    Fatlluid.    460, 

461. 
CnM  Tata,  ibe  bell  lo  cmllcd.  *crgl<l 

»r,&r.  IS^. 
CicTile.  JUida«>cV,  lingilUi  Ulc;  re* 

tp«nii<l,  51T- 
Cny-t  Conn.  ir«,  S43. 
Ctiioc'i  Djie,  cnb«nkiiienl  m  tcrm- 

id.  It.lJ. 
CruT«  Collagr,  30S, 

U. 

lUIl.  •!  plum  •>(  naCy  in  Oif.int, 
pncril  ■ccooiit  uf,  Sir,  nS. 

Uuinctl,  vifl'gf,  5|8  :  mioor.  lb. ; 
d<»>c<l  Buniion,  519;  chunrli 
aiid  nidiiu  lilt  til  of  Sir  iliilh«ijf 
Cope..il9,  St«- 

llarniidan,  Itic  patriot,  accODtil  of  the 
(kitOiiWi  in  wliich  he  recei»ed  bu 
dnlli.ounnd,  SiSi  biographical 
DoliM  of,  360-3iii. 

HirdoKke  Houir,  MT. 

Kaiioj,  Rubcri.  crcalcd  Ewt  -f  0>- 


Karl 


fonrul,  SS6-, 


of   ll.t 


•crni  of  prapertf.    36*.  SO;  I* 

ldi<d  lutniMn  here.  365. 

(LilUe)  luu>lK,  MJ. 

IU«l...g>on.    T>ll.«e.   tMi   mm 

Id  hiiv  Inrnierty  caataiiic4  ■  nfi 

tainct.  ill.  i  cncnIttBKd  •  bwNf, 
.alk    ■  "    ■ 


iagtan  and  Oiford,  ih. ;  Horjlf  < 
dent  alrafked  In  a  vlM  tM 
II  Hr.->d.i.gii>«i  H>n.  lb. 


Ijnu,  lb. 
chaKh,  containiag  a  cms 

IcEgtd  effigiei.  S36. 
HariLiA,  T.  o  naliie  of  (Word.  «fi 
llatclj,  parish,  364  ;  aticirnl  dirifioi 

BUd  licnilicativD  of  name,  ib, ;  it 


Kpadinrioii  Sioae  Qvmny,  t6I. 

Ucnlfj  onThamo,  towa  e(,  tt); 
aniiqnit}  of  (Mme,  ih.  j  >iimin 
3t4i  bridfie,  ib.  j  ciMrcli.  MS: 
pafiih  Tf-nls'er.  S»6.  5>7 ;  ••»■ 
cliial  lAfaty.  3«7  ;  town  ball.  W, 
3t<;  lliMtre,  3t«  ;  fVcc-<c!>«ii 
and  aliDihoiue,   itt.  ;   Patlwinnii' 


••  Blandv,  SM-S9(, 
u  Hnilcj  hy  Sbet 
^.loiK,  390 1  ftoiaan  uraa  fmod, 
331;  Diarlirl.  imnnal  ^nmWMfi^ 
Biid  put^ulaliait,  lb.  ;  OMlIC^  SSI' 
S35. 
Hetlfiiril  Corlei^,  ]5 1,  ]5t ;  tb 
icholan  lennrcd  bjr  Bufcop  Sla- 
pintnn.  ISt  ;  a  n>Tal  drnttr  vb- 
laioed  by  Ur.  Ncwtoa,  iMi  ■» 
ticc  of  Che  buildinji,  ih.;  cmbM 

Ilejlin.  Ur.  pH«,  ■  lutlre  of  Bat- 


'jihvrp,   I 


,  4M; 


4Ar-«»;   b*U,  4SJi  li- 

bnrir,  tilT,  4.V8  >  itraxiag  no*. 
4Ml  iniall  drawing  tdvo^  4.4, 
4J9 ;  gt'iundi,  469 ;  rhapel^  ih. 

Ilcyltiarp,  «hurcb.  45r. 

Hult.  Sir  |ohn,  a  native  of  TliUK, 
liiojrapliinl  raculum  of,  rKUOI. 

Kollon  Part:,  t66. 

□onkannDD.  villaie.  d(H ;  paowtb 
conccTDiug.  ib. ;  balllc  (here  te- 
tweea  diu  Daoet  uhI  SaioM,  Ul. 


Iflcy,  a  tillage  Mar  Oifonl,  ««r :  iti 

curiam  clnirdi.  iltT.  <«8. 
ILeneild    Street,     iti    iracM     in  Aia 


Ipcutporalion  of  ibo      .    

net  Tor,  wbca  paiwid,  96. 
Ip)dt(if  reiiitrace,  HOI 


INDEX; 


BcwneifeV  lown.;369 ;  ot  great  for- 
incr  con^uence«  ^69,  STO;  for- 
iqcriy    encoinpuscd    bj    a   wall* 
^0,  STljJiad   originally  leverul 
churches,  371  ;  and  a  castle,  ib. ; 
emt>aiikuiciic  in  the  neigFibourhood, 
37\,37iti  OykeHiHs,  aii  anticnt 
(loubJ'e  eutrerichment.    372,   573; 
Rbfiiah    cinnt    and  ▼arloos    relics 
found,    375.   37^;    abb3y,    374  j 
achoola  lb.;    church,  ^nioiiumeiit»» 
pCntdi  ^lass.  jbuu  &c.  374-379 ; 
population,  bt9 ;  Iridge^  ib. 
ifroytdn,    parish,    .516 :    descent  of 
proper^,  6V6,  h\7  ;  decayed  luan- 
»foa,  51(7  ;  church  and  monameiits, 
]^17,  Ald^   singufkr  i^necdbte   re- 
specting a  former  lord  of  tlie  loa- 
nor,   517 ;    Roinaii   coins    found, 
518. 
tfoii^s  TcV,  village^  story  of  a  woiAaii 
who  revived.  luter  iiangiiig  'lor  half 
au  honr,  4jtO. 
Durham,  br'«)ibp  of.  his  judicious  ea- 
ertioi>s  for  the   benefit  of  tlie  ponr, 

■  '  Walter  ^irlaw,  bishop  of, 

anecjdote^  £15. 
'.  Willum  of«  anecclotes,  813. 


^itha„  Queen,  mecdote,  541. 

J^dmund  Hall*  account  of,  229. 

£gl«yteld«  Robert,  anecdotes  of,  194 

.196. 

£ldsfield»  village,  963. 

Elizahefh,  Qureu,  anecdote,  13f. 

E^rydgf,    George,    ft    native    of 
Thame,  «99. 

Ewelm  hundred,  350-368;  padihes 
in,  350. 

■  ■  village,  350;    derivation  of 

naipe,  ib^i  ancient  mansion  of  Sir 
E.  Cope,  351;  chalybeate  spring, 
ib. ;  a  curious  echo  mentioned  by 
Plot,  ib.  ;  descent  of  manor,  .35'i ; 
account  of  De  la  Pole  family,  35?, 
353 ;  remains  of  Manor  Place,  354 ; 
thurch  and  mooaments,  35^5;  hos- 
jsital  &nd  free-school,  355,  356; 
nbtaiah' coins  fdond,  556;  gives  ti- 
tle of  viscount,  ib. 

'€k^t^r  X^ollege,  general  notice  of,: 
147-151 ;  chu'^ter  of'buifdingv 
147, 148 ;  idint  liccoudt  of  fotAi'derj 


148 ;  foundation  chnrtet  eonnecM 
wiih  th^t  6{  Hen  tiull,  148.  149; 
benefactbfs,    149;    ctia(H*l,    149, 
150;  ball,  150^  library,  ib.;  gar-, 
deus,  ib. ;  crnibent  sen  >lHrs,  150,^ 
151;    society,    how    coostittrtM, 
151. 
Eynsharo,  village,  436 ;  place  of  great 
ami^uiiy,   437;    abbeV    fbon^ed; 
ib. ;     remnhis    of,    4^8;     mirket 
grahted,  438, 439;  tdrtiftll  bctwmi 
country  people  anftl  rttfdents  of  Ox- 
ford, 439 ;  carious  ancient  cdrstMu, 
ib. ;  school  ib. ;  Dr.  Rogers  m  oei^ 
Uve,  439,440. 

F. 

ruircloiigh,    Dr.  i.  native  of  Bfet* 

chin/idon,  5S9. 
Fi^*  Jaiiies,  'the  priic  fighter, 

tive  of  Tharoc,  «99. 
Filkins  Hall,  479. 
Fiewming,  Richard,   bishop  of  Lid- 

coin,  some  account  of,  1.57,,  1.58. 
Forest   Ifni,  village,   ^64;    Afiltnirs 

first  wife  resided  there, 'ib. ;  church, 

font,  &c«  265. 
Four  Shire  Stone,  509, 
Fox.  bishop,  some  account  of,  1?7- 

129. 

G. 


',  ana* 


Gariiington,  a  house  built  iMh  lay 
Sir  T.  l^o'pe;,  267 ;  constiiiiteil  a 
barony,  ib. 

Gaunt's  House,  an  antieiit  building 
near  Staiidfalce  so  callfed,  483* 
484. 

Gfymptnn  village,  456. 

OodstoW  nuiineryi  4y^';  'accobnt  of 
the  foundation,  4S8,  4^9;    Rosa- 
mond de    Clifford    placed    th^r|% 
4^9 ;     connection    of   Krnry    iL 
Willi    Rosamond,    430;    probable 
cauic  of  tbe  contumely  with  Which 
Rosamond*s  remains  were  treated 
b^   tile  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  4.')1  ; 
narrative  cif  the  removals  of  her 
coffin.  431,  43^ ;  her  sons  bv  iFen- 
ry,  (he  most  dutiful  of  that  mo- 
narch's  i>*«ne,  4^,  43.'>;    present 
state  of  the   nunnery   i-uins,  4.33, 
434 ;  an  examination  of  the  Chap- 
'ter  House  in 'which  it  is  siipposad 

Ru>;iiiioud 


Uahton  village,  t6t,  263;  CtuHei 

Cntke  ■  iMtite,  «it. 
If *n jt,  Calhariof,  iBcnlolear,  Id. 

14«. 
Marlborod^h,    Sunh,    DncMu     eT, 

nr<A»e  of.  4nS,  410. 
UcdlF7,  notice  of.  4*9. 
Hcilnn  Cullege,ReD«&l  i 


ITS; 


>t  ofth 


or,l7*- 

_     .  onudrt,' 

lTf,lTS;Ghtrleni>(r<Muicluian,lt9) 

bcnolKtut),  173,  1T4i  cliirwler  «! 

Wldiop,  174.  itfij  libnr*,  175; 

bkll,  IT5,  176;  chapel,  176,  ]?>; 

ralaent  >cTiolitrt,  if  7, 17S ;  loeiety, 

how  coiuhl tiled,  178. 
UiddielDn  Stuiiej',  Ml  i  Kit  of  tl>e 

Earl  of  Jcnei  there,  ih  ;  rnuuir, 

ib. 
MillDn,  Crcal,  villageiS04;  a  prior; 

fiiniietly  there,  ibjj  chnrdh,ih. 
Iblton,  utile,  Briluh  coiu  ibuod  at, 

904. 


tionol  LitorT  h*6augb  reipacljiil 
Fraaci*.  Loril  Loral,  307,  AI'B; 
niNiuineDt  in  chDieb.  609i  tor- 
iberlv  a  priotj  here,  AOB,  109. 
Hongewell,  teirf.  J49  ;  Bvroan  *al- 
Ihih  in  tlie  t i^iity^  \b. 

«. 

Keedham,  Harrhamoat,  tDealoin  nf, 
447,  448. 

Nalhncni,  aeal,  305,  306. 

Netllebed,  *ilii^-,  897 1  mtind  bj 
Moriit,  9<;7,  SlJHi  Undil'old  there 
bj.(u'eiili«r  (rijmiitrj,  3Sa. 

NeoCulIefe,  penenil  notice  of,  tfi 
1R3  ;  eoint  uccnniH  <il'  the  fooniter, 
ITS-lflUi  liii  mmprabonsiie  de 
s1k>i>.  ISO;  benerHctiin,  ISO,  181 
chxracler  eriiuilitinv*,  lui,  IBS  . 
cliapcl,  >ciilp(iire,  piiinlvil  windciws, 
&c.  IRv.iaii;  hull,  186;  libiarj, 
ib.;  ^Ide^^  166,  187;  eminent 
Kliolar*.  137;  wiiti;  hu»  coaiti- 
tBted,&e.  1X7,  184. 

Ve-  It>n  HdII.  Hotuiml  of,  331. 

Nottli  Alton.  vi!l;<f[c,4T0. 

Nuiiehnia  CottrU'nij,  feat,  S6Bi  de- 
scent of  piopBity,  fi6B,  Sfi«i  purk 
Ktdheute,  870;  pkturei  and  ute. 


rlor    eAbrtlhhmcnta    at  m^a, 
97  I  -ff77  }  gmrdeni,  iff  7-183:  ,)mi, 
«78,  «79. 
,  TiIUte,»t 


Orial  Colle^,  cenerel  iietiN  sT,  m- 


191; 


1  ■•ler. 


buhdatiiin,  lUIutn,  &c  ISftWi 
benefOctotT',  189  j 
buildmcs,  189,  191) 
Vail,  190,  IVI  ;  chap*),  IS!;!* 
nta/i  icliulars.  Eb. ;  neittj,  W 
coQitiluted,  lb. 
Ondcv,  tlid  abbey  of, 
-  tuhedrxl  chitrch, 
Iraoibled 


r,  (inverted  iM  I 
I,  91  i  the  cBk-  I 
St.  rnd««aidl\  I 


134. 

OTiboor,  etuniDon  a 
or,  18,  *». 

Oret  Nottoki,  hamlet,  499 

(hrordihirr,  pnetsl  deKtiplign,  K» 
torj,  topognphj,  and  bcal  it» 
lacter  of.  1,  !i*S  ;  leognphieal  *■ 
•crilition,  1  ;  di*;*ion    and  pejala 

'  tiun,  2  i  H«itadn  LiAmv,  t,3;  b 
tiirical  circnmilan(>ea  «uh»fnaeat » 
the  Ituman  IiiTatidia,  ^S;  KoMa 
anliquiTie9,'riWdk,  &c.  8-13;  tncs 
of  llie  Uiititl),  Suniii,  and  Daa. 
1.1;  general  fixture,.  eh-ratWrf  1 
>H|,  itc.  13-16;  Qiilunil  pmdiiav 
lit,  )6  i  ■griculliirc,  geiieril  D«n  ! 
of,  In-JB;  tiling,  18;  nii<er«i- 
Dei.113  igridiltural  ren.drki,  lB.l?i 
inH>lo«>,  piuture  land.  Ac.  JS-Si 

tt  i  improremeiiti  in.  (4,  11 ' 
Imw).  «S-«.j  (Ue  of  farnu,  l^i 
rcitl,  81,  18;  titlic.  S8{  inclouq, 
*aMei,4e.  SB-Irt;  ];,,  ,toA  St- 
S'j;  woodland  ftlantatiuiu,SMl| 
riven,  S*-41 ;  canal,  4 1  ;  roadl.  ib, 
inBnuniGture9,4*;  Kate  ul' the  poor. 
4't'4A  ;  piHin'  raiei,  46  ;  modrtof 
len«K,  >b. ;  eihtiea,  45,  41  ■  nrie* 
of  11111.1.  47  i  «hiof  tlltdhnlifrn  it 
tile  time  of  tire  JVoriMti  ^unev,  47, 
4t(  i  ciiipf  Uadfaolden    at  the'  we- 


neut'b;  theeeontj,  $S}  carh.his- 


•1. 


r 


INDEX. 


:torical  notice' of»  5f-58 ;  population, 

.list  of,  in  the  tevcQil  bundredi,<\c. 
59. 
Oxford,  jcltr  of,  its'  sitoation  and 
general  character  of  aspect,  60,  61 ; 
remarks  on  the  etyroologj  of  its 
namcy  6 1 ;  fanciful  opiiiinos  of 
some  writers  concerning  its  anti- 
equity,  6^'*i'i  ;  much  reduced  in  the 
time  of  Aulus  Plautius  6t;  ra- 
vaged by  the  Saxons,  63 ;  St.  Vkt* 
deswide's  founded,  ib. ;  King  Ai- 

Jred  resided  at  Oxford,  64;  th.it 
king  supposed  the  founder  of  the  I 

UJniversit^',  ib  ;  burned  to  the  | 
ground,  and  e&p<«sed  to  various  ca-  ' 
Janiities  during  tbeconOicts  between 

.tiie  Danes  and  Saxons,  67,  6H  ;  cho- 
sen for  a'royai  residence,  69 ;  storm* 

.ed  and  ceduced  hy  William  the 
Conqueror,  ib. ;  Doroesdajr  account 
of  the  city,  70^75 ;  Robert  Je  Oilgi, 

.obtains  permistiim  to  build  a  castle, 
7  ^ ;  a  council  held  by   King  Ste- 
phen, 75 ;  the  Eroprest  M.iud  be- 
■:-  sieged  ill  the  cattle  by  that  king, 

,7.5, 76 ;  Hichord  I.  born  at  Odord, 
76;  great  fire,  ib.;  nnwholesoroe 
atate  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  83; 
the  prevalence  of  a  plagae,  84; 
Parliaments  held  by  Richard  IJ. 
ib. ;  drcadfol  pestilence,  87 ;  Cran- 
roer,  Ridley,  and  I.atimer  pnt  to 
death  at  Oxford*  93, 94 ;  black  as- 
site,  96  ;  eartliquake,  96,  97  ; 
plagoe  prevailed,  97 ;  PHrliament 
held,  ib. ;  tran^tactioos  during  the 
civil  war,  93-100  ;  Far liunieiit sum- 
moned by  Charles  I L  H)l ;  extent 
of  city,  properly  so  called,  34< ; 
including  soburbs,  ibl ;  not  any  Ro- 
man coins  or  relics  found,  ib. ;  di- 
vision into  streets  ;  character  of  do- 
mestic boUdings,  &c.  942,  ¥43; 
uncertain  when  first  encompassed 
by  a  wall,  periods  at  which  the  walls 
were  repaired/  &c.  %43-1t45;  divi- 
sion of  the  city  into  wards  and  pa- 
rislies,  94.%:  act  for  paving,  when 
i>btained,  249;  principal  bridges, 
ib.  ;  town  and  county  hall,  ib. ; 
music  room,  249,  250;  Radcliffe 
infirmary,  9.V) ;  bouse  of  industry, 
.ib' ;  other  charitable  institutions, 
^.M),  251 ;  schools  for  gratuitous 
education,  2^1 ;  dissenting  mcet- 
YoLrXlL 


ing  hoMtf ,  ib. ;  vtrroHer  of  reli^ois 
houses  prior  to  the  Tleforroatiori« 
and  stnte  of  their  remains,  251,252  ; 
palace  of  Beaumotit,  ^JSi ;  town 
and  comity  gaol,  invdviru  mnains 
of  the  castle  built  by  Oc  C):?gi, 
2.^,  yftS ;  city  brideweH,  «.5r> .  t'.b  I ; 
general  market,  254,  235  ;  pcuny- 
less  bench,  255  ;  internal  govern* 
ment,  '2>6;  members  of  Porlia- 
monr,  how  cho^tea,  ib. ;  natives, 
256-259. 

•,  University  of,  difTerwit  opi 


uions  respecting  its  fboudation,  64* 
66;  account  o I  the  first  profetM»rs 
in,  66'9  early  dissension^  in,  66.  67 ; 
not  prosperous  during  tlie  reign  of 
Alfred'*  suQcessor,  67  ;  treated  with 
n-glcct  by  William  tin-  Cowjneror, 
74 ;  its  flpurishing  rondition  ni  the 
reign  of  Richard  I.  77 ;  the  stn- 
demts  quit  Oxford  ii«  conseqaenee  of 
a  tumult,  ib. ;  great  number  of  stu- 
dents in  the  reign  of  Hem  y  1 1 1. 76; 
tbe  Pope*s  Ungate  treated  with  dis- 
respect, 79;  conflict  between  the 
stadentf  and  townsmen,  80;  t^ 
flCiidents  fight  on  the  side  of  tlic  ba«  ' 
rons,  ib. ;  the  building  and  endow- 
ing of  colleges,  when  first  intro- 
doccd,  81 ;  dispute  between  iho 
University  and  tlie  Bishop  of  Lin- 
coln, 82  ;  many  stodents  retire  to 
Stamford^  84 ;  state  of  the  Univer- 
Mty  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  85; 
discontents  in  the  time  of  Henry 

I V.  86  ;  state  in  the  reign  of  Henry 

V.  ib. ;  in  that  of  Henry  VI.  86, 
87 ;  Edward  IV.  a  friend  to  ilw 
University,  87 ;  in  which  conduct 
be  was  imitated  by  Richard  III.  ib. ; 
low  state  of  learning  at  Oxford  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  87,  86; 
state  of  the  University  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  88  91  ;  state  in  tbe 
reign  ot  Edward  VI.  91,  92 ;  stal« 
in  the  reigu  of  Mary,  92-94 ;  state 
in  the  reign  of  EJiaabeih,  91-96; 
stute  in  the  reign  of  James  1.  97  ; 
loyalty  of  tlie  students  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  tbe  civil  war,  98 ;  • 
visitation  of  the  University  ordered 
by  the  Parliament,  99 ;  state  during 
the  usurpation  of  Cmmwell,  100 ;  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  101 ;  itate 
daring  the  reign  of  James  II.  lOI- 

2  0  103; 


If 


innxi 


t 


.« 


JOS:  0p0&it§  fHioiM,  «i^,^Hr 

ncnxiB^  Ibr  tujfl  aypffobption,  109  i 
t«|itlaUve  brandh  mommilt  ^  tO$, 

UHi  Mivertiij  ofteen^  esjpkiiii- 
lory  lilt  ol,  104-t06i  IrrM.  4«> 

m«k.iwceMarjreicrciM^&€.  106, 

Hfli  total  wwriMr   of  MMBbM» 

107. 

p. 

taUicm  notiet  of  time  i«oloic4, 49f . 

Ptabfok«  GitlofKt  fencral  oeaMUK 
of,  19My4  ;  dnmoMtuMOt  of 
liwdotioii,  lUtiiicf^  &0.  t9M9d; 
WMfactonh  199  ;  dMrodrr  of 
Midiofi,  ib.)  cliipel*  lb.|  ImIL 
194$  eaiiimt  wholorii  ib.)  to- 
eiolj*  bow  ooMiitutci^  ib. 

PMio>  Sir  W.  MMcdolo, -f  49. 

Pbjtac  fvdoo*  Oiiunl,  aotko  oC 
941. 

Piotaie  G«Uery,  Okiurd,  tSi,  tSS. 

Pkton  hoiidred.  309^9^  $  poriflMi  ui» 
909. 

rSmm  vHkfe,  i9l7 ;  H.  Bmm  o  no- 
liTe»  318. 

riaiiU  in  Bollingloa  howlTod.  ftf ; 
in  Lewknor  Huiirtred,  908 ;  in  Pir- 
ton  honored.  SiA ;  In  BinfioU  km- 
drod,  915;  in  Wooilun  hondivd, 
4yi(  in  Bonipcon  liundiod.  dPt; 
in  CtadlinHon  fc«ndiod.  iSlfi,  9ti ; 
ill  Haiibury  bondrcd,  &SV,  h33 

Piottglile>  JiQiidrKd,  MS-.)49;  pa- 
riihet  in,  ^3X 

Fteock*  Dr.  Edward,  a  native  of  Oi- 
tordp  anccdmes  of*  t59. 

Pope,  Aleaander,  finikbed  the  Hfth 
volume  of  Uoiner  at  btauton  Har- 
coart,449. 

«^— «  Sir  llioaiat,  a  native  of  Ded- 
dingtciu,  469;  and  we  Triuity 
Colleie.  ^ 

.population,  list  of,  in  tbe  levera!  hun- 
dreds. 69. 

Price,  Dr.  anecdotes  of,  1 59. 

Prideaux  Dr.  anecdotes  of,  i51. 

PuMbili,  vilUge,  9tl. 

QeeoM's  College,  general  notice  of, 
19i,  )(01;  tone  acoount  of  tlie 
founder,  S94,  195;  circuuistaiicei 
of  foundation,  charter,  peculiar 
>'.atutes,  &c  195-196 1  queens,  who 


ib.;  character  of  baildingiw  tH, 
t98sebaMl^l9B,19a^i  Ii4l9»s 
Kbraty,  ik;  inriawig  kdkwiwn,  mk 
flDti  HoMjV.  damcd  ann«»> 


R. 


BndeKie,  Ubcaij,  m,  «$ft 
Bndcliib,  Dr.  anncdmte  •€, 


Rodent  Bridge,  48U    >■      ■■.    » 
m  ti«M  of  iiiclMff4  IT.4BI,  4BC; 


Rriglona  lioaaevin  Osford  ptior  fatht 
Brfet— lion,  nndl  ainte  of  iMr  i» 
BMioi,  951,9-^. 

RejirrMiitaliifa  m  Pkrliaineiil,  «l« 
imaent  hj  tbe  wdverMty,  9f. 

Bieatpedbh«  996;  cnoatitnlcda  bo- 
tony,  ib* 

■  ■■     path,  9W. 

Ridby,  Biibnp.  pat  in  4emSk  at  Ot- 

lUversW  OalbidM^.  54-41. 
Hoed  IU«iMie»  water  woffcn  ni,  51il 
Rogeia,  Dr.  n  tiativn  of  EpAtm 
.  nnecdoica  of,  49»  4411. 
Bollrichnoite,  accoont  of.  500-101; 
variotts  opinimna  conceraivf,  SOh 

Rollwrighl;  Omal  whI  Little.  vB^^ 

5(»4. 
RosanKind  de  CTilford,  circooMraafci 

rcsiiccting  lier  bowt^r,  986- S88 ;  her 

bath,  98H;  for  furtKer   pnrticalafs 

eoficemtng,  see  GodiAow  Kunneij. 
Rote,  H.  a  jiativeof  Pirtun,  .tt8. 
Roses,  effect  of  the  war  of,  in  Oi- 

ford»hin;,  1. 
Roth^r9i:ld   Fippard    parisli.    94f; 

oaks  funnd  beneath  a  pood  tbeie, 

94i,  S49. 
Rotherfietd  GrOy,  parUh»  943  ;  dnutb, 

containing   a   berial  plaee  of  the 

KnoJIys  family,  344. 
RotheraiB,  Bishop,  anAcdotna  ol,  158, 

159. 
Il«»u»hain,  471. 
Royal  Society*  originated  at  Wadham 

Collej;e,  ^. 

s. 

Sandford,  village,  958 ;  carioos  relic 
in  diureh,  ib.;  a  prvceptucy  of 
tVnplan  loriperl^*  here,  ib. 

School^ 


^^^^^^^^^^^^ET^vT'^^^V^F^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

^H^^K                        <^P^f4^^| 

fftboolvAa  pnUk,  tfhfoti,  Ul. 

*SA 

Scroep.    Sir   Willmm.    a   n.tirc   of 

&c.  d>KO«ered,  493.  4Sfi- 

Slokco  chg.ch  Till.g».  306,  SOT ;  dt- 

tiiatioii  of  wme,  SOT  ;  chTirdi,  ib.; 

&«t^lbti>r  ihe  principal.  ^"-S't- 

l:>fc««)>,  cMtJDin  tort  uf,  fuioMrly  M  Ri- 

CDl.^l. 

Sbiffiird,    tilliiGe,    carJ;    hitliamcnt 

S«..n..r,  S«it,   nonce   of,    Siti    pi« 

licid  ilwie,  48V. 

■uiiLc  It)  the  >n>ieiit   fanil;  of  5to- 

Shiplake    pariih,   3-1t< :  cliarch,  3:16, 

337;    TiL.t»E«,    rormcrly  tbo  mi- 

Suffolk.  Alice.  Duchus  of,  h«  mo- 

dence   of   Mr.    Cningcr,  ^37;  nc- 

numenl,  333. 

Sullon.  Sir  tUchitd.  awcdoWi  of.  1». 

S«iicliff|wi»h,  inlmichnieniiQ.  51». 

11  >H ;  uH  t>h  rcffWer,  ;!>■ 

Swiobiook  pwi>h,  506  1  i]<XA1vt  man- 

ShipLk.  H.ll,leM,338. 

jion.    ib,  i    •arieu*  chiriliM,  ib. ; 

Sbipton    I'BriiA,   .t09;    ie«    of  Ih. 
R««Ie   ratDitj.  lb. 

gioro,  lb. 

Shirbuorn  «illa.  318  i  menlion  of  h» 

T 

LrUnd.  .b   i  d(Kn)iria>i  ol    huM- 

tog,  itid   nulicc  Dl  piclurn,    3ie, 

TMVItj.4Tl. 

»I9. 

■ »<l*g<),  Imnbtc  in  tppeuf 

■nre.  5.-II. 
I:od|tc.3«». 

Ttvlatt.  Thom...  jnccdoiM  "f,  IBl. 

Tbame  hundred,  187304 ;  pituhesin. 

ShoiuTrr  Houte,  Srar,  I6A. 

S3', 

Bmjti,.  BiUwp,  WM  MGOUBt  >f,  1«. 

Tl»me.  town  of.  «t8  ;  panichiiil  di- 

18  J. 

viiioni,  ib. ;   nMice  of,  ia  Domo- 

Somcnwi,  titUn,  HI. 

d«y,  MB,  989  ;  ertOU  ihere  during 

Snnldira  njnor,  54«. 

the  ciiil  *«r.  IB9-a9S  ;  chuKh.«9«. 

Soul li  Stoke  TilligE,  380. 

ir96  i  remain*  of  prebend*!  hanw. 

Spr-iigwf  H,  iBcdKiiMl  walBtsoiernwd, 

VilSi  ichool  and  aInuhoOMi.  t9.V 

348-319. 

t»7;  Aotbon;  Wood,  B  itudwU  at 

SOndliite.   yilUgr.   *B« ;  dMtmt   of 

ihe  Khool.  196,  39T  j  market  ind 

inBiwr,  ib.  1  Btil.op  Ki-onrr»  r"eii- 

ticn  of  ■  lingulnr  cuiiom  here,  ib. ; 

ill):    nuniher  of  piuperi,  and  ea- 

caniectareKspccling  llijl dduiivc 

p«n«   ol   ■willing  them,  lyl.  USB  ; 

M*lciDrnl.  483-483 

a  (lB|jnt  for  piiwneri  of  <ii|t.  tW  i 

Slindulph  ch>pd.   inaniia  of.  Kl). 

Sir  John  Williamicreiled  Baron  of 

3«l. 

Ti.iiiiw.SWi  n«li»ei,  W9-301. 

Slarilon  HurrouTt,  lillagBi  ■140;   ■»- 

Thaoic  Park.  301 ;  remiuni  of  ibhrr 

*irs  hj  which  maiior  ■««  Iwme.ly 

con-litule  part  of  Ihe  n.an.ion,  30»;             , 

held,  410,  441 1  Tffloiii...  of  anciriit 

■ccouot  of  abbcT.  30l,3(>^i   cha- 
pel. 3^'9  :  Dr.  Srih  WaiU  pnriected 

nuBiion,    4l144;t:    church,   con- 

in  liniil;  of  Lord  WenBi.o.  SC3- 

44»;  account  of  two  loveti  k.llctl 

Th..i.e,    r.*er,  Er.    rlot'l   aoertiott 

bj  liBhlixng.  441,  440. 

coiH:en.ioj,4<l,41. 

Swpl»d..u;  BuUup,  Mmc  iccouol  of, 

1             i*a. 

through   thi-  countT,    SA-SSt   li>h 

SiCPple  -Anon.  Ronun  (iiTHrMil  fnoiid 

produCTil    III,   39  i    always  frweei 

ihcte.  9i  I'olicc  of  filUgp,  470; 

fint  nt  botlooi,  39,  40  ;  «h.;ii   fint 

fne-KbiHd  •udilMboiiK,  4T0, 471 ; 

miide  iiaviwble  wO»fotd,330. 

MIUT.  411. 

Theaire  al  Oalord,   aceoiiM  of.  «6. 

StovplD  Rirlon,  lonia  of  (he  Dormer 

IST. 

ikQ.iljbii.ied(Iw«s4»l- 

Trniif    Colltae,  genftal    notice  "f. 

(O*       ■                              V>T-               H 

1 

J 

1 

I 


eor-tlS  I  Mnia  account  of  Xbt 
kMiiider.  VU7-(U9  i  eirvuiuMwice*  i>1 
IcoiiiIhihiii,  ■.■nduwinent,  a.c.  auD  i 
.  haielu^Uini  lb. :  clunuier  o(  biii'il- 
M«>,S<'9,U1U;  Binleiu.ltlO.  mi; 
gIiihmI.VI  I ;  lull,  VII,  (It :  libru- 
ry,  tit;  emiiinit ivtiolaraf  ib  ;  v- 
cieij.  Uuw  cuuiiiiuicd,  Klii,  'Ji3> 


uivctiiiy  Collrge,  gen«nil  nnitce  of, 
tli-tti ;  fatil* ditiiate*  eeiiccnimg 
lli  uMKiuil}-,  113  ;  widtil?  «f,  ovrci 
ill  arrgia  id  Wllliau  vf  Durimm, 
Hi-i  circBmiiniMf  ol'  riniiidmioii, 
MIS,   m*;  6m  cullcgiate  haitdingi 

IwiK'lacton.iiilliiiei  diiitiiL-ier  oJ 


Ittfj,  Jl«,  ^il-i;  fuOr  cliild[«B  pro- 
ductui  at  4  IjtTltij  314 1  SuDdtj 
icLiuul  Hiul  beiieSt  wiciFljr,  Jlft 
3li ;  *GcciiUtu  "ill  of  a  p  '  "'         ' 


6i  pu|tui^iiH<,  sifi. 
—  park,  nuticM  wC,  " 

*  -III,  sifi,  3ir. 


I  of  4  pvW^^ 
l<H<.   Slfi.    ^^H 


WrjuDmi,  UuIu>|^  m 

lu).  166 
Wc:i>IMiuiv.  -VkI. 
U'a(u».  hunk,  U<» 

and  OMKuliMie  lit,  SUS, 

wiieniiiurd,  Ktiiiuice,  yua. 


if,  SUS.MM^M^H 


Wacllniin  Celk-gG,  gcntr.il  notitc  ul*, 

",  toauitr,  KS;  Mn  ddtgni  tutii^ 
bteted  by  hil  widow,  ib.;  tUlulci, 
Ac.  9t3  tnid  tv.1  i  beaehain,  113, 
v34)  chandler  oT  bulliliiig>,  ^.'4, 
SMl  gardrni,  31.^;  cbajH.'!,  jvA. 

'  P2G,  library,  f!6  i  >>ul1,  putlram, 
&c,  ib.  rmintiil  icholin,  Vid,  UK7  j 
Itojnl  Sucicijr  uiigiiiuied  in  lliit 
boHbC,  -.!?  ;  lucit'^  uf  Wadhaii), 
lii<<«coii>rii<i(eiI,  ib. 

'ITailhani,  Nidiulus,  mate  uccuuul  at, 
sti. 

Wallf>cot«  liuiiK,  Sir. 

Wtltr  I'ciry,  1(111, '/(iS;  man j  of  llic 
Cui^  faiiAly  bHrivd  in  Ilic  ctiuich. 


hi'ld  ai 
■urfey,    30%    jiU;    illualiuii    and 
prewnl    circurnHmiGct.   310,   311; 

dfM-aiic   uf'  manDiial    rl|lrtt,  31 1, 


33,s*i  iiuniea- , ,_.. 

WliitCkSir  TbiMM*,  wmu  anomSm^ 

mill   iOi;   putvliucd     U'Mccaft' 

Hull,  inu. 
WbiicliBiuh,    viltngu,   J41;   1 

Wiccii,  llie  Dvbuni  tu 

WicMilTf.  l)r,  r«id*  U-ctu 
lurd,  84.  83. 

WiftpNtvu  village,  SiS  ; 

HI  diiirtli,  ib.  letaeliileil    D\ld 
»ud  Rmuaii  ruin,  (w -^     -' 

WiCHcy,  lo»n.  Wj;  « 

ih. ;  btmiloi  niniiuUCIurjr.  4 
blaukot  Iiallf  4B6  j  f ree  ■cIm^  i' 
mcetliiE   iHlcly   lictd,   id.;   cbM_ 
4aX-43'Jj  DiiKii(ili^uwclingbM<(» 
Ib-i    puiniUtiun,   ib. ;  one   of   Ibc 
iiianurt    given.  M    Wiiiclieilef  bj 
Uitlwp  Alaiu,   'A.  i   BHida  a  Ah 
bofuiigli,  4Wt  «>]enin>wMli  N^H 
ib.  ;  uccideiK  nt  a  dnH«(i«  i^^H 
ifncatioii,  4W>,   191  ;  lalTctad  i^H 
Grc.  4tl|,  ^H 

Wulwj^.CMdiual,  biammilicciii  cat* 
■tl  till)  UiiiTCTiily,  Ba,  HP;  acoHiRl 
of  bii  Garl,v  oHiiireiitui  uriih,  lj3; 
hii  iiiieniiuiu  cuuceming  die  Isuii- 
d;ii(US  ol'  Cliii«  Churcb,  ib  j  uu 
uutlwrily  riirti4i|w>iiig  tbai  bo  !■■• 
ika  acchiiect  ul'  5Iaiidiilcu  tuvcr, 

'  WuUuroulo.  lillage,  tVT.  ■ 
i  VVuvd  Aulliuiiy.  'iiiaiii.r  <• 
I  anecdwiM  iii,  Ull.  r^:'. 
nVuud  K-iIuii,  lofniurly  llic 
I  «rS<r  Richard  l^.i-rucr, ' 
'       li-b  ciiif  luuiitf  M-crc,  IU4. 


s 
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W^oodcot.  liberty,  580. 

Woodstock,  town,  581  ;  notice  of  Old 
Woodstock.  .184;  aspect  of  present 
town,  ib. ;  town  hull,  58^,  383  j 
chaich,  5»3 ;  parish  register,  ib. ; 
pauniiMr  school ,384 ;  manufactures, 
lb. ;  internal  government,  384,  585 ; 
niembera  returned  to  Fa  rlianicnt, how 
cho«»i,385;  notunyUis^euiingiueet- 
inglikuse  here,  ib  ;  population, ib.; 
givAi  title  of  viscount,  ib. ;  kjngs  of 
England  lesided  here  at  an  early 
period,  38.-),  386 ;  manor  house  and 
liosarooud's  bower,  386-388;  histo- 
rical circa lustances  connected  with 
the  residence  of  several  kings  here, 
:}88,  389 1  Queen  Elisabeth  con- 
£ued  in  the*MaAor  bouse,  39(>-S9]{ ; 
commissioners  assembte  at  the  ma- 
nor house  by  order  sf  the  Hump 
l'arliaiuent,J99;  their  superstitious 
alarms,  and  an  account  of  the  just 
Mud  merry  d«vil  of  Woodstock,  39f , 
^93;  destnicCion  of  the  luanor  hou>e, 
39  f ;  a  cotiin,  containing  a  gold  ring, 
dug  up,  ib. ;  and  Roman  coins 
ibund,  ib. ;  extracts  from  the  an- 
tient  custom*  of  the    manor,  395- 

Woodstock,  Old,  389. 

Wootton  hundred,  380-471  ;  parishes 

in,  381. 
Worcester  Coilege,  general  notice  of. 


f90-f  f  f ;  bnik  on  the  site  of  CIm- 
cester  Hall,  tfO;  the  ancteacpiv- 
miset  purchased  by  Sir  T.  WhlCiw 
ib.  j  erected  iato  a  coliege  in  tm^ 
sequence  of  the  bequest  of  Sir  T. 
Cookes,  €80,  ^t\  ;  LenefaoCom, 
Vl\  :  general  ehartcter  of  the 
buildings  alreadf  completed,  fit i» 
%tt\  chapel,  S«S,;  hall;  ib.  ; 
library,  ib.  \  eminent  scboUny 
ib. ;  society,  how  coiittitiited» 
ib. 

Wormilcy,  flemtf3()t. 

Wright,  John  Atkyni*  Esq.  his  rcH- 
dence  mentioned,  339. 

»  bir  Bftittheiv,  native  of  Ojie- 
ford,  <59. 

Wroxton,  515  ;  a  priory  ibrmerlj 
there,  ib.;  %c«t  of  the  Earl  of 
Guilford,  ib.;  portraits,  ib. ;  gar^ 
dens,  ib. ;  church  and  monuments, 
516. 

Wykeham.  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
some  account  of,  178-180. 

Y. 

Yarntoo.  village,  4t6 ;  descent  of  Mb* 
nor,  496,  427  ;  branch  of  the  Spcn*^ 
ccr  family  resided  here,  427  ;   mOk 
uunients  in  chapel,  ib. ;  bc^,*'^*''  ^ 
Sir  Thomas  Spencer,  ib. 
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LIST 

OP  THE   PRINCIPAL 

BOOKS,    MAPS,   AND    VIEWS, 

«     THAT  HAVE  BEE^  PUBLISHED  IN 

Illustration  of  the  Topography,  Antiquities  f  8f  c.  of  the 

COUNTY    OF  RUTLAND. 


jLHERE  is  perhaps  no  count;^  in  England  which  has  profited  lest 
from  the  researches  of  Antiquaries,  or  Naturalists,  than  this.  The 
iirst  Collection  ever  attempted  was  by  a  Mr.  Dodsivorth,  whose  Pa* 
pers  being  in  the  possession  of  Sir  IVingHeld  Bodenkath  of  RyhalT,  the 
latter  gentleman,  whilst  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  durinff  the 
civil  war,  availed  himself  of  them,  and  produced  a  work  which  we 
believe  was  called  "  Collections,"  and  still  remains  in  MS.  On  these 
Collections,  Mr.  Jolm  Wright,  as  that  accurate  antiouary  Mr. 
Cough  records,  founded  his  '*  History  and  Antiouities  of  the  County 
of  Rutland,  collected  from  Records,  ancient  MSa.  Comments  on  the 
place,  and  other  authorities ;  illustrated  with  Sculptures,  Lond.  16^4. 
Folio." 

The  Views  of  this  County,  of  any  celebrity,  arc  a  three  sheet  View 
of  Burley  House,  drawn  by  Twyman,  engraved  at  Paris,  by  Blondel, 
and  preserved  in  St.  John's  Library  at  Cambridge ;  drawings  of 
Tickencote  Church,  exhibited  by  Stukeley,  to  the  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety, in  1741  ;  Views  of  Ketton  and  Okeham  Churches,  of  Okeham 
Castle,  and  of  some  Monuments,  &c.  in  Wright's  History,  and  a  View 
of  Okeham  Castle,  by  Buck,  as  far  back  as  1731. 

Exton  Park  has  been  illustrated  by  a  View,  by  Smith,  engraved  by 
Mason ;  and  by  a  Plan  done  by  Badeslade  and  Harris. 

The  old  Maps  ot  the  County  are  Saxton's,  Speed's,  and  Bowen's» 
and  the  more  recent  ones  of  Smith  and  Cary ;  for  the  accuracy  of  the 
latter  of  which,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  we  can  testify  by  actual 
observation. 

But  the  most  recent  and  elaborate  work  on  this  County  is  ''  The 
History  and  Antiquities  of  the  County  of  Rutland,  compiled  from  the 
Works  of  the  most  appro\'ed  Historians,  National  Records,  and  other 
Authentic  Documents,  Public  and  Private.  By  Thomas  filore,  of  the 
Society  of  the  Middle  Temple,  and  F.  S.  A."  Folio.  Stamford. 
1812. 

Of  this  the  Second  Part  of  the  First  Volume  has  been  published, 
containing  the  East  Hundred* 
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THE  COUNTY  OF  RUTLANDSHIRE. 

m 

*  •  *    The  Market  Towns  are  printed  in  Small  Capkals; 

the  VUlttgei  in  Italics. 


A. 


Agricultural  Modes,  15. 

Alstoi  Hundrb».  69. 

Aneient  Units  of  county,  2. 

Ahbcdotss  oC  rubtic,  15;  ancient 
taxation,  32 ;  William  Warin,  43  ; 
Dalby,  46 ;  of  Jeffrey  Hudson  the 
dwarf«  53 ;  of  Finch  family,  6.5  ; 
of  (be  Rev.  Mr.  Mason,  73;  of 
Folville  family,  75 ;  Lord  Badfes- 
mere,  78  ;  Normanville  family,  94 ; 
of  St.  Tibba,  1(H;  tesCamenUry 
one  of  Mrs.  Brown,  109 ;  of  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Whiston,  196;  antiqua- 
rian, 113  J  of  the  Qoecji's  boots, 
117  ;  of  the  Andrews  family,   150. 

Antiquarian  researches  at  Great  Cas- 
terton,  112. 

^ihwcll,  72 ;  ancient  church,  and  cu- 
rious monuments,  73. 

Ayiton,  and  seat,  130. 

B. 

BarleythorpCt  53. 
Barrow,  79. 
Barrowdon,  150. 
Battle  at  Home,  96. 
Beaumont  chace,  138. 
Bee  and  Preston  bills,  147. 
Belmesthorpe,  110. 
Belton,  57. 
Bi&hbrookc,  149. 
Braunston,  church,  &c.  56. 
Bridge  Caiterton,  111. 
British  History,  4. 
Brovke,  Priory,  &c.  58. 


Browne  family,  55. 

BxruLiir  oi*  thb  Hi  Li.,  (S3 ;  hii> 
tory,  64 ;  anecdotea  of  Fiocfa  Isa^ 
ly,  65;  hoosoy  66;  ptuUmm,ei; 
corioiis  piuncii^p,  69L 

c. 

CaUecot,  146$  church*  147. 

Canal,  fS. 

Cattertm,  Little,  110. 

'■  Great,  or  Brig»  lit. 

Chalybeate  at  Tolthorpe,  llO. 

Chanty  Schools,  t9. 

Charitable  'donations,  48. 

Charities  of  Mr.  Foster,  8S. 

Chater  river,  24. 

CnuacHEB,     at    Oakham,    4S;    at 

Braunston,  57 ;  at  Exton,  86 ;  at 

Empingfaara,  94 ;    at    Tickencote, 

97  ;  at  Essendine,  103  ;  at  Hyall^ 

104;  at  Normanton,  1^. 

Climate  of  county,  IVT. 

Clipsham,  history,  and  chnrch,  61. 

Content,  instance  of,  118. 

Cotetmore,  79. 

Countess  of  Warwick,   131. 

County  Gaol,  50. 

County  Proverb*,  34. 

D. 

Da  I  by,  William,  Anecdote  of,  47. 

Deepdale,  57. 

Derivation  of  county  name,  1. 

Digby  family,  14J. 

Divisions  of  county,  3. 

Drystoke,  140  ;  church,  143. 


E. 


Earls,  6. 


East 


INDEX. 


Cast  HvItorcd,  9t. 
EccletmsticM  Vistoiy,  93. 
IRduhwntan,  Ifl. 
Sgleton,  church,  59 ;  Guild,  60. 
£mpiHgham,  93  ;  church,  94. 
Epitaphs,  on  Anne  Barton,  44  ;  Elic. 

Wilcox,  73;  ibo  Rcr.  Mr.  WhU- 

ton,  126. 
Ermioe  Street,  RomMi  road,  113. 
Esseodine,  lOt ;  curious  church,  103. 
Extent  of  county,  1. 
Evton,  85  ;  church,  86. 
ExTON  Hall,  burnt,  89 ;  paintings, 

{K>rtraiis,  &c.  90. 

F 

Families  of  county,  9. 
Farms,  site  of,  17. 

Fire  Mile  Cross,  ancient  Bomtn  sta- 
tion, 85. 
Flore  family,  44—59 ; 
Folville  family,  75. 
Forest  of  Leafield,  19. 
Foster^  charities  of  Mr.  83. 

G. 

Gardens  at  Burley,  72. 

Claiston,  151. 

Great  Casterton,  1 1 1 . 

GreAtham,    and  ancient  inscription, 

81. 
Guash  river,  21. 
Gnnthorpe,  now  decayed,  59. 

H. 

Hamblcdon,  lt7. 

harrington  family,  and  monuments, 

86,  87. 
llxBTORT,  ancient^  S. 

■  ,  parliamentary,  30. 
■,  municipal,  31. 

■  ■        ,  ecclesiastical,  S3. 


Home,  battle  there,  96. 

Horse  shoes,  ancient  custom  respect- 
ing, 40. 

Hospital  at  Oakham,  46. 

Hundreds,  of  Oaiibam  Soke,  34; 
of  Alstoe,  62  $  East,  92 ;  Martins- 
ley,  120;  Wrangdyke,  140. 

Hudson,  Jeffirry*  the  dwarf,  53. 

I.  &J. 

Industry,  Society  for  promoting,  28. 

Ingthorpe,  100. 

Inscription  inTickencote  church,  100. 

Judicial  affairs,  33. 

Judith,  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  84. 


K. 

KttUm,  and  eonoot  Saxon  ebaicbt 
&c.  107. 


Labour,  settled  b;^  Justices,  26. 
Landholders,  ancient,  5. 

"      ,  modem,  10. 
Langham,  55. 
leafield  Forest,  19. 
Legal  anecdote  of  Andrews  family, 

150. 
Legal  ecclesiastical  anecdote^  153. 
Little  Casterton,  100. 
Lujfenlicm,  North,  152* 
South,  153. 
Lyddington,  144;  bi«hop*s  palace  now 

an  hospital,  145;  Free  School,  145; 

church,  146. 
Lgnden,  124 ;  hall^  ib. ;  charcb,  125  ( 

picture  and  tomb,  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Whiston,  125,  126 ;  epitaph,  ib. 

M. 

Miari^et  Overtoil,  76 ;  antiquarian  con- 
jectures, 77. 

Mancion,  ancient,  at  Tolthorpe,  109. 

Manton,  127  ;  chauntry,  128. 

Manufactures  of  county,  24. 

Martins LiY  Hvvorbd,  120. 

Martinsthorpe,  129. 

Mineralogy  of  county,  18. 

Modem  limits  of  county,  2. 

Modes  of  Agriculture,  15. 

MoNUMfNTS,  at  Oakham,  43;  an* 
cient,  at  Langham,  56  ;  at  Ashwell, 
curious,  73 ;  curious  in  Exton 
church,  86, 87  ;  of  a  native  of  Tan* 
gier  at  Tynwell,  116 ;  of  a  content- 
ed grocer  at  Ketton,  118  ;  at  Up- 
pingham, 133 ;  of  Digby  family 
at  Drystoke,  143;  in  Lyddington 
church,  146. 

Morcot,  151. 

Municipal  history,  30. 

N. 

Noel  family,  monuments,  &c.  88. 
Normanton  parish,  church,  &c.  121. 
NoRMANTOK  HouBK,  122  j  gardens 
and  grounds,  124. 

O. 

Oakham  Soke,  34. 
Oakham,  34;  history,   35;    castle, 

40; 


40;  hoise  aboe  cutMm,  41;  ma- 
Docinl  couris,  4t ;  cliorcb  and 
naouiDciiu,  43 ;  frc«  Mhuol,  45  j 
chsriti  tirlioal,  (nil  rrtigiiioi  (oumlii- 
toni,  4tl ;  charilablE  diiiialmDi,  *S  ; 
coimly  gaa],  wid  populstinn.  50 
puDr'i  rales  taukcu,  lajn,  51  ;  im 
proremcnti,  nacieut  [imiliei,  6}- 


TtKiautt.  inOkcharn  Soke,  34;  in 
AliluB   huiiclrcil.  &i;  in  Eail  liun- 

Wtaii»tdjkc,  140, 

FulianwtiiBrif  liiitorj,  30. 

. ■mngrineiiti,  St 

Pickworili,  IM  ;  chunJi,  I'lt, 

Ptl(^n»ge  lu  onr  Lulj'iWclJ.  49. 

fillm,  ISV- 

Poor,  ttiite  of.  te. 

PopiilaliDn  of  cuuntj,  5. 

PoiiTi.iT!,  ur  Findi  fainJ;,  07.  6i- 
tO ;  Diicheu  nf  SDOicctel,  66  ; 
Cliarlc)  ll>e  U.  ViKflonl  Katlon, 
Sir  John  Bell,  Lnr-I  HerUrl  of 
Cheiburj,  70;  W«quw  of  Rock- 
ingbsm;  Uiike  ot  Somcrief.  Jamvi 
II,  Ac.  7 : ;  ot  B»».  Mi.  Wliitlon, 


1(5. 


Pfr« 


_.    .  .n  and  Bee  lulls  U7. 
Priory,  aiiciem.  at  Brouke,  59, 

Proteiliiar  conalj,  3  k 

Q, 

Quecn'i  boott,  anecdote  of,  )tT, 

B. 

B^rahro-  Kill,  A«. 
Ran  Jam  Inn,  83. 
lUnliin  general,  17, 
lt><fli>.(»ii,  119. 
Riicri.tl. 
Roadi,  33. 
Roman  roads,  113. 

siici'nl  and  modem  limitt.  3;  dr- 
(iuotn.S  i  hiitorj,  Biilitb,  Rnnian, 
■iidtiaii)ii.4;  Norman  landhulderi. 
A  ;  Earli,  6  ;  property.  9  ;  landed 
hmiliei,  lb.  1  modem  lindholderf, 
10  i  country  »enti,  ib  ;  tillo,  cli- 
matOiH;  face  Dfthe  country.  If ; 
toil,  13  ;  produce,  15;  ■g'icullunU 
piadei,  ib. :  tenorei,  liie  of  faimi, 
Tcnti,  tjlhM,  17  i  miDcralogf,  18; 


wood},  19;  liven,  21;  cmLS3| 
Tuadi, ')>  iiiMDu(hcnu«i,fi4;  pof*- 
Uiion,  *5 ;  pnor,  *6  ;  Kicieij  '• 
promoling  induitr^,  ^8  ;  ckuitj 
•chouU,  99  ;  rauairipal  and  ftt- 
liameulnrj  hiitory;  30  ;  ihcn£,SI; 
Judiciil  affoirt,  eccInuitUU  ko. 
lorv,  S3  ;  proverbs,  S4, 

£<(aJlruiJ  anliqmlies,  104. 
S. 

Saion  church  at  Tickeneolei 

Saiiin  hitlory,  4. 

Sean,  country,  10. 

SheriBi,  148,  choMfa.  149. 

Snttm.  91. 

Smiirly  for  ]iranioUiig  indi 

Soil  'iiid  produre,  is. 

Smilt  Lvfftvliam,  153. 

Si.  Batolph'i.  9!i. 

St.  TibliB,  nnocdotei  of,   104. 

Slocking,  leal  near  Iv,  83. 

Strctlim,  (iniDUi  for  tbrevi 
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TBMlion,  c 
T,igh.75. 


Tollliorpe,  109. 

TynweU,  church,  iic.  116. 

U.  &  V. 


I 


134  ;  hotpiial,  135  ;  marLn.  fun, 

populalion,  lb.;  poor*!  mica.  lie. 

fiiendlj  ncielie*,  hulorjr,  1^ 
W. 
Wago,  >«ttlrd  b;  Jnitice*.  te- 
Wurillev,  57. 

Wariii,  WilhaiD,  Curtoui  will  ot,  A 
Wush,  orUuBili.d 
Wcll»id  river,  tt. 

hit«ell,chtircl-.  aiG.M>.9t. 

ill  of  Ualhy,  (     ' 
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